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Y
ou have in your hands 
a product of a home industry 
that relocated to a sleepy 
village called Koringberg 

at the end of 2018. 
Koringberg has occasionally 

featured in Platteland since 2013, but 
we have never told the full story of 
this town, despite many requests 
from our readers. Now the time 
has come: In October Koringberg 
celebrates its 100th anniversary. It is 
more cosmopolitan than before, sure, 
but it remains a modest, simple and 
unassuming spot, the kind of place 
your grandmother would call “a one-
horse town”. The very opposite to the 
semi-glamorous offi ce Platteland used 
to have in Cape Town’s city centre. 

In this rural home industry, we 
produce a magazine – mostly on the 
computer in the study, but often on 
the verandah, in the garden, at the 
dining table, or on the road. The other 
“home bakers” – including Willem van 
der Berg in Bloemfontein, Mia Louw 
in Johannesburg and Nelspruit, as 
well as our designer and our English 
copy editor in Cape Town – send their 
creations via email and Dropbox… 
We’re lucky if we get to see the other 
members of the home industry in 
person once a year. 

It reminds me of what Sandra 
Kritzinger, former chairperson of 
the famous Tuiskoop home industry 
in Ermelo, said to Platteland back in 
2017: “Home industries can’t afford 
to be nostalgic about the ‘golden 
years’ before delis and supermarkets 
appeared in the countryside – your 
business will never survive or progress. 
Many home industries struggle 
because almost every supermarket 
nowadays has a bakery counter 
where everything is made in bulk 
with preservative-fi lled premixes. 
Competition is getting tougher as 
consumers face fi nancial pressure, and 
with rising food and electricity prices, 
the biggest challenge for a home 
baker is to keep the prices competitive 
without compromising quality.”

In this fortieth edition of 
Platteland, we express our gratitude 
to Koringberg and its residents for 
their contributions and support – see 
everyone who has graced our covers 
over the past 10 years on page 69 for 
starters. 

Also, we deeply appreciate your 
support in these trying times – 
thank you!

The Summer 2023/24 issue will be distributed countrywide from 
24 November 2023. Email us at helloplatteland@gmail.com
if by the end of that week you have not been able to fi nd a copy. 
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Sasol Birds 
of Southern 
Africa
5th Edition

Follow us on social media website www.so.co.za

620016

Biltong Cutter 
De Lux

with stainless
steel bowl

1590126

Front Runner
Expander Chair

GR00000771

Stanley® 
Classic 
Trigger 
Action 

Mug 
470ml, Classic, 
Various colors 

1580032

Rogue Cooler
22L Canvas

GK000226

Stanley® Classic 
Vacuum Flask
1.0L Classic green 

PC000060

Swarovski NL Pure 
10x42 Binocular

1440139

ZEISS Terra ED 
10x42 Binocular

GR00000360

Leatherman 
Wave®+  
Multitool

1222736

Victorinox Super 
Tinker Multitool

FEN001

Fenix Flashlight 
3000 Lumen

Visit any Safari Outdoor and see our wide range of camping and outdoor equipment

15100060

Lk Braai Grid 
Big Box, Adjustable 
Stainless steel

Tabard products:
Aerosol spray (150g) Lotion (150ml) 
Citronella candle (240g)
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PRETORIA
086 122 2269

STELLENBOSCH
086 111 4330

JOHANNESBURG
086 114 3545

EAST RAND
086 100 0071

WEST RAND
086 111 4324

NELSPRUIT
013 813 5500
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