CAMP FOOD TRY THESE GOURMET TOASTIES

FEBRUARY 2018 | ISSUE 7

AXA-TT ROUG
ZA S * \ w _ 4!.‘

& : - Lion's Cub
. urr fect for

Iast Ionger

R55,00 (in VAT)
Namibia N$57,50

_ a teardrzi‘p ands
| v s_‘_ szmws "YOU."’hOW

BRING YOUR OWN SHADE 8 AWNINGS FOR SUMMER DAYS p.94

B %:3

:-:‘f-."|3§”én Patrol




/ e
e ‘
AN

(=7

Unrivalled off-road capabiity and comprenensive safety - standard in the new LAND CRUISER PRADO.
MODEL LINE-UP 3.0D TX|3.00 VX[ 4.0 VX140 VX-LT3.00 VXL
BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY AT TOYOTA.CO.ZA



THE NEW PRADO. GETS YOU EXACTLY WHERE YOU WANT T0 GO.

EdToyotaSA [ @ToyotaSA !éAﬁBIDSER PRADO

10024712JB/FCB JHB/E



Contents

#7 | February 2018

DESTINATIONS

EVERY MONTH

ED’S LETTER (&
LETTERS 8
DIGITAL 11
MIC’'S MEMOS 12
NEELS’ RALLY TENT 14
NEWS 16
NEW WHEELS 28

DRIVING IMPRESSION .......cccocririrriirs

32

4X4 ROUTE 64
READER STORY 70
TOW TEST 76

CARAVAN TEST

8

4|February 2018 go! Drive & Camp

SWAZILAND

SALT ROCK

In terms’of size, as a sport utiIity\vehiclé, the'Kuga
is on the smaller side of the spectrum, but things

S o 7

-1
k

1

are qq{e dlfferent when it comes to its
-\” ‘ ’:- ‘towing ab|I|ty

hg.

2 YN ryY



qpec.n-

' Overa Wigth: -
P

e Overall Lengh
: U\'em'l'lfelpn!
® Overan Weaight
L4

[
'

Fibre glass monocoque BOd\J
. uter shell
Colour impregnated
Corrasion frée body
Stainiess stoel boits
nuts & hinges
12 Vol D‘m-_—r, o Load area tie down rails
Mutioy Automotive style doos rubbers
- Industrial rpeting
P “Solar Pang gng Mounting Rain gutters
Manoeuvring handjes

IEADUFHCE PRETORIA- EdeCeutre Td‘+ﬂ123¢53333
| Exmal echoacoechodedcoza

TOMN-Echo o Cente 7
i GO 3Tl eshocaetownGichodd coza

ZAMBESI - Echo dxd Centre
Tel: #2787 654 4960 | E-mail echoacei@echodnd




ED'S LETTER

The camera doesn’t lie

CAMP FOODTRY THESE! GOURMET TOASTIES
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cut my journalism teeth at a community newspaper in
Parys in the Free State years ago.
You'd be surprised by how much news there is in a town

like Parys. Sure, there isn’t a cash-in-transit heist or a
political scandal every week, and when the town’s rugby team
loses it was always because of “unnecessary handling errors
and bad decisions by the ref”. But thanks to the locals there
was an overabundance of news - from the Rotary Club, bowling
results, schools news and giant vegetables grown in backyards
to court cases, weddings, Christmas carol services and wedding
anniversaries.

I once had to photograph twins who celebrated their 95th
birthday. These two had their hair done the day before and slept
sitting up in their lounge that night so not to ruin their perms.

The photo was published in the newspaper the next Friday
and a short while later my phone rang. It was them. I thought
they were phoning to thank me for the picture and write-up, but
they were furious. They thought I made them look super-old in
the photo.

I felt sorry for the ladies, but the camera doesn’t lie. It was
their 95th birthday after all and I don’t think anyone would
have confused them with third-year NWU students.

Just like the photo of the twins, on these pages we tell you
exactly what we see when we go on our camping or off-road
excursions. Yes, we tell the story and give you more info, but
with regards to the facilities we tell you how we experienced
it. We never say who we are when we phone to book, because
we don’t want preferential treatment. We want to see the place
exactly like you will see it.

We also don’t rate campsites. We simply tell you where it is,
what there is, what it looks like, and how much it costs. The

rating we’ll leave to you.
Sclelt

EDITOR
schalk.jonker@media24.com

Sometimes the newbies
scare you, as my colleague
. Kyle Kock discovered when a
young journalist drove into a river
| with Kyle in the passenger seat.

Safe travels!

| p.136

Cover photos Piet van Heerde (Swaziland) and Leon Botha (Paarl)
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| FINDYOUR NEXT
CARAVAN OR
CAMPERTRAILER

And view it from every angle.

Visit our user-friendly website or App and find your next caravan or camper-trailer
quickly and easily. You can also view each product with our latest 360° Interior View
feature, allowing you to interact with the product and see it from every angle.
Enhance your viewing experience and find your perfect match with Carfind.co.za
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We want to hear what you have to say. Write to us at *% drivecamp@gomag.co.za or go! Drive & Camp PO Box 740,
Cape Town 8000. Remember to include your full address and contact details. go! Drive & Camp reserves the right
to edit and shorten letters — and to use it in the magazine, the website or elsewhere.

FREE OF CHARGE

Our Jeep's water pump started giving us
trouble one day so we had it replaced and
also put in a new thermostat. After this the
Jeep’s engine overheated a few more times
and so-called Jeep experts told us the fault
lay with the radiator cap. So | replaced this
with a fancy one with its own valve and all.

It's the end of April and my wife, Ronel
and |, were heading to Eiland-spa with
the Xcape in tow. | watched the temper-
ature gauge with a hawk’s eye and in
the Magoebaskloof Pass it overheated
again. | left the engine to cool down and
crawled to Tzaneen. | saw that one of the
tyre valves were almost off and | had it
replaced at a tyre place. | headed off and
about 20 km from Eiland the radiator
burst. There we were, stranded.

| called the Eiland, hoping that someone
would come help us get the caravan to the

Winning letter

Louis and Ronel win a go! Drive & Camp
lunch bag cooler and a handy saddle bag
worth R410. The cooler can comfortably
hold a packed lunch and a 1,5-litre bottle
in the main compartment, with extra

space in the lid for a coffee flask.
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resort. Within moments the resort manager,
Bennie Steenkamp, phoned back and said
he was already on his way. Meanwhile, the
guy who helped with the tyre’s valve came
driving past and again offered to help. He
said he knew a place that could fix the radi-
ator. | phoned the people and organised for
them to tow the Jeep to Eiland, take out the
radiator, and take it with them to fix it.

Thankful for all the help that we received
in our time of need, we pitched camp that
night. As always the camping was great and
we enjoyed the hospitality of the resort.
Bennie came to check in often to see if every-
thing was still okay and if they could help
with transport should we need it. Kindness
like this really warms the heart.

The radiator people finished and came
to put it back in the Jeep, but not 3 km
further the Jeep overheated again. Again

The saddle bag fits over a gear lever
(like a saddle) and is made from durable
ripstop material. Keep your passports
and important documents in a large
pocket and store charger cables, keys or
wet wipes in the smaller pockets.

we replaced the thermostat and then
discovered that the people who initially
replaced the water pump obstructed some
of the water supply around the pump and
this clogged the radiator.

All that remained was to have the caravan
and Jeep towed home. Bennie again saved
the day and we left the caravan in his yard
until we could fetch it. We headed back to
Modimolle with the Jeep on a tow truck.

One of the lessons we learnt was not to
blindly trust so-called experts because |
initially wanted to replace the radiator.
Secondly, there are people who care and
who will stop to offer help to strangers.

From the bottom of our hearts, thank
you to everyone who stopped and offered
to help.

LOUIS AND RONEL BOTES
Modimolle




A DIFFERENT SIDE TO YELLOW AND GREY

| refer to the article about vehicle colours in the December 2017
issue and would like to add the following:

Yellow vehicles: | drove several yellow cars when doing high
mileages to many mining operations. | thought it was a safer
colour but realised the opposite in Bedfordview. Officials changed
their emergency vehicles’ colour to yellow but then realised that
you can't see them at night under sodium and mercury lighting.

Silver/Grey vehicles: When driving in mist, fog, smoke or rain,
everything around you goes grey, so silver/grey cars become
difficult to see. It helps to switch on your headlights.

ALEXANDER S. LAMBERT
Johannesburg

www.weq.co.za
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Then, drive off sedately,
without the use of full
throttle to allow the engine
to reach peak operating
temperature.

ne

Handle with care

things in life that compares to taking
reh
everyone but for petrc
says Mic van Zyl.

2, This may not be the case for
eads like us, it certainly is,

[ -

15 seconds for 30 years

I refer to the December 2017
issue where Mic van Zyl says
in his column that you have
to idle your vehicle’s engine
for 15 seconds before driving.
I agree. Switch on, drive

out the yard, close the gate,
and drive slowly for the first

WHERE IS EVERYBODY?

For the past 15 years we've
been camping with our off-road

trailer and before that with a tent.

Something struck me, especially
at the SANparks.

We arrive at places like Mapun-
gubwe, Satara and Shingwedzi
to spend a few days there. It's
time to choose a stand and on
one of the nice shady stands
there’s nothing more than a fold-
up table and a camping chair.
You assume it's people with a
motorhome or a rally tent on the
car who's camping on this stand
and they obviously went some-
where on a day trip.

If you're camping like this you
don’t need all that shade during

few kilometres. I've been do-
ing it for the past 30 years. If
you do this the gearbox and
differential slowly reaches its
optimal temperature and the
oil isn’t cold and thick.
JOHAN VORSTER
via email

the day, and chances are good
that they are going to stay only
a few nights before heading
off again.

People who are going to be
spending more time on a stand
can benefit more from the shade
on a stand like that. | suggest
people at SANParks build stands
specifically for motorhome
owners. They can add a few
power points and even paved
areas to make it more enticing.

| understand that we are all
equally entitled to a stand, but
maybe we can try to accommo-
date each other?

GEORGE MARAIS
Polokwane ©
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offroad caravans

Let Bush Lapa
blow your mind.
T\ It is the ingenious
offroad caravan for
"\ the adventurer who
: '-(\ travels off the
ki beaten track
but likes fuss-free
| convenience.

an Light Weight!

e

S Easy Setup!
experience Robust!
His beauty . Rust Resistant!

Durable!
Practicall

Western Cape:
Paarl- 021 870 1277
Eastern Cape:
Port Elizabeth- 041 364 2070
KZN:

Waterfall - 031 331 0061

“www.bushlapd.com



DIGITAL

Pet peeves

f A neighbour’s tent pegs on your stand, a wet floor in the ablution
block, a radio or TV at full volume, or a braai drum full of ash. Tell us
what you absolutely cannot stand when you're camping.

Julie Hundermark

When previous campers leave the place dirty, with
rubbish and booze bottles lying everywhere except
in the bin.

Sandra Wiese

For me it’s the music loud enough for the entire

) campsite to hear. Take people into consideration!
LA And also, if the rules state that no music is allowed
but it doesn't get enforced.

@y Deon Britz
Just one thing annoys me: those little black kick
bikes with plastic wheels on tarmac. Especially
before sunrise. Everything else | can handle.

Ernest Horn

When you spot an open stand and the neighbour
comes over to say “Sorry, I'm keeping this spot for
my friend".

Eben de Swardt
A neighbour who burns more lights at night than at
Ellis Park.

ol . Danie Hattingh
- = Drunk teenagers that try to create an outdoor night-
club on their stand. | hate conflict so I rather just

don’t return to the same place.

JOIN OUR CHAT ON THE WEB
Check out our website “Flweg.co.za

On Facebook “CIfacebook.com/go Drive & Camp
Subscribe at “fmysubs.co.za/godriveandcamp

www.weq.co.za

# Rina Breedt

Ropes and string that’s tied up from tree to tree for
washing. It looks very unneat.

Hein Goosen
Naughty children who throw tantrums all day long.
And their mom and dad seem oblivious to it all.

Jan van Staden
Campers who look at me like I'm something the cat
dragged in and who don't greet.

W Michelle Stoltz

' People who don't clean the ablution facilities
after they've used it and expect others to tidy
up after them.

Norman du Plooy

Cigarette butts from the previous campers.
And people who smoke around and in the
ablution facilities.

Tina Germishuys

My biggest gripe are pool pumps that stay on all
night long. Have you ever noticed how peaceful
itis when they're switched off?

RECEIVED OUR NEWSLETTER?
For the latest go! Drive & Camp news
go to “tweg.co.za and signup! ©

go! Drive & Camp February 2018111



MIC'S MEMOS

Be a little more
responsible

He has noticed a high instance of intimidation towards
women drivers in smaller cars, especially by men in big

4x4s, says Mic van Zyl.

here is a certain element
of satisfaction driving a
big, tall 4x4 in traffic. There
is a lot of metal around
you for protection. Those big 33"
tyres, 2" suspension lift and bullbar
certainly lend an air of invincibility.
Add to this that 300 W LED light bar
to scare off anybody who dares pull
into the gap in front of you.
| witnessed some truly shocking
behaviour recently from a fellow
Ford Ranger driver in traffic.

After the second altercation,
I noticed that this motorist had
his wife and children in the
vehicle with him.

12|February 2018 go! Drive & Camp

Shocking! The male driver used his
truck to intimidate a young mom
with her kiddies driving a small
hatchback on their way to school.
Traffic was its usual horrible self

and the lady had to get across three
lanes to make a turn at a very poorly
designed intersection. She was
indicating and politely requesting
agap.

The fool in the double cab was
being an absolute idiot. He forced
his way in front of her to ensure that
he could get through first ahead
of the mom and her kids in their

little car. He had to go over the
pavement with his left-hand wheels
and caused quite a commotion.
Well done buddy! You won that one!
You're a hero to many, I'm sure.

AS HE WAS heading in the

same direction as me, | had the
opportunity to witness his terrible
road manners for a while longer. A
couple of kilometres up the road

at another intersection, this road
warrior had another chance to show
off his superiority by tangling with a
taxi. Again he proceeded to enforce
his dominance using the pavement
and some wheel spin and ultimately
won the battle, although judging

by the smile and shaking of the taxi
drivers head, | wonder who truly
won that one.

After this altercation | noticed
that this clown had his wife and
kiddies in the bakkie with him. |
immediately got quite upset and
just as quickly calmed down when
| thought of my own wife and son. |
cannot fathom why someone would
put their own lives at risk, never
mind those of their family or of
other road users. It is a little-known
fact that SA has one of the highest
instances of road rage in the world,
almost as bad as Russia. Go check it
out on YouTube.

| do a lot of mileage and | have
seen a lot of road rage. Strangely
enough, | have never witnessed
female road rage.

I HAVE NOTICED a high instance of
intimidation towards women drivers
in smaller cars, especially by men in
big 4x4s. It's unbelievable! It's quite
obvious you have the bigger vehicle.
Everybody can see this. Surely
there’s no need to emphasise the
point by behaving rudely.

Take it from me: If you want to
impress the good-looking girl in the
little car, give her a smile and wave
her into the gap ahead of you. If it's
a mom with her kiddies on the way
to school, do you really want the
kids to be late because of your ego?

| employ around 400 people who
rely on taxis to get to where they're
going. Yes, | know taxis drive badly,
push in anywhere and drive up
the wrong side of the road, and it
is infuriating. But spare a thought
for the people who have no other
choice but to take a taxi to get to
work and back home again while
you sit in your luxury 4x4 truck
sipping on your latté and listening
to Apple Music.

You have the ultimate power
to be courteous and it doesn’t cost
a thing. ()

Mic van Zyl is the director of
Ironman 4x4 Africa, the sole
importer and distributor of
the full range of Ironman
4x4 products.
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NEELS" RALLY TENT

With the sea
comes the wind

When you go camping next to the sea there are a
few items that need to go with. Otherwise you're
going to run into trouble, says Neels van Heerden.

or the first time in years

| towed to the South

Coast of KwaZulu-Natal

this past December holi-
day. Friends asked us at the last
minute whether we would take
over their booking and we had
to move fast.

The packing list for a seaside
holiday is significantly more com-
plicated than one for a weekend
camping trip outside Pretoria.
But this goes without saying, and
right from the start there were a
few items at the top of my list.

The packing list for a seaside
holiday is significantly more
complicated than one fora
weekend camping trip
outside Pretoria.

14|February 2018 go! Drive & Camp

A proper flysheet is non-
negotiable, even if you have air
con in your caravan. By the way,

I am yet to invest in the latter. In
KwaZulu-Natal some trees bear
fruit in December and if those
fruit fall on your tent roof, it leaves
sticky residue that is difficult to
clean. During the day these trees
are often swarming with sparrows
and at night it’s fruit bats — and

all of these winged creatures do
their business on your roof. Your
flysheet, therefore, will come in
handy because it's easier to clean

with soap and water than the roof
of your tent.

Besides keeping your tent cool
and providing protection from
messy trees and animals, it also
keeps the roof dry. Feel for your-
self how damp the underside of
an uncovered tent roof is when
the rain starts to fall.

IF YOUR STAND has an ocean
view, chances are that you'll be in
the path of the wind and this is
why you need sturdy storm straps
and a large cargo net.

You pull the flysheet over your
tent and anchor the storm straps.
Then you cover everything with
the cargo net, fasten it and you're
ready for any wind.

One of the best new gadgets
to hit the market recently is storm
pegs that are attached to anchor
ropes with a spring. Where | used
to use seven anchor straps to
firmly hold the front three poles
down, one spring peg provides
the same peace of mind that your
tent won't blow away.

You can even consider using
two spring pegs at each pole if
you want to make 100% sure your
tentisn't going anywhere. The
pegs work together in tandem
depending on the wind direc-
tion. If one of the springs wears
out slightly, the other one works
harder and prevents the pegs
from pulling out of the ground.
That's one of the biggest prob-
lems with L-shaped pegs. They
eventually pull free of the ground.

Take along extra poles that can
be used parallel to your caravan
to connect the middle poles to
the side poles. This prevents water
from pooling on your tent’s roof.
Pools of water tend to bend poles
that slide into each other. | even
use upright poles to prop up the
ones that connect the caravan to
the front walls.

It's advisable to add a proper
foot piece, as big as a licence
disc, to the bottom of the middle
upright poles because it prevents
the poles from sinking into the
ground. If these foot pieces have
holes in them, they can be nailed
down with straight pegs.

NEXT ON MY LIST is a shallow
plastic dish or drip tray, similar to
what you'll find in your house’s
roof, underneath the geyser. Put
one on the nose and another on
the back of your caravan. This

is where the water runs down
and then flows underneath your
ground sheet. These pans are
lightweight and have an outlet
hole that you can connect a pool
pipe to to redirect water even
farther away.

If you have something like a
Dri-Buddi, pack it in. It's handy,
especially if you want to dry
towels. We had to pay R100 to
wash and dry six damp towels in
the caravan park’s laundry. The
prices in the town’s laundry range
between R15 and R25 p/kg. So if
you buy a Dri-Buddi it'll soon pay
for itself. (4]
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NEWS

New campsites in the Free State

UNHITCH AT DE ARK

he Eastern Free State is
one of the most beautiful
areas in the country, but
unfortunately there aren't
a whole lot of campsites. The De Ark
Mountain Lodge is just outside of
Clarens and has been operating
for 25 years. They have recently
expanded their accommodation
options to include caravan stands.

De Ark lies on the Rooiberg, with
the Caledon River a kilometre away
and Lesotho with its Maloti Mountains
in the background. Miguel Lage,
the owner, says they initially bought
the land as a breakaway spot for the
family but with time more and more
of them wanted to come relax here.
They eventually turned it into a lodge.
“I found the surge in the caravan
industry the past few years interesting,
and we decided to add a campsite
to our accommodation options,”
says Miguel.

The campsite is in the middle of the
280 ha land and Miguel and co have
four stands ready. They are planning
a total of 10, and Miguel says the idea
is to not expand it more. They say
campers should be able to enjoy their
own space in nature. The stands are

ood 80 m from each other and are
here are quite a few
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wild animals on the grounds, including
eland, zebra, red wildebeest and black
wildebeest, and they come to graze
next to your stand.

Each stand has a canopy that’s high
enough for a caravan to fit under -
you can also park your caravan next
to it if you want to use the canopy
section as a place to relax. The hot
water comes from a gas geyser and
the shower is a large open areain a
room that also has a basin. There’s a
separate toilet to the side. The stand
has a power point which accepts a
blue caravan plug.

You're not allowed to drive around
the grounds to do game viewing, but
Miguel and his team do offer game
drives. You may explore the various
hiking trails and there is everything
from San rock art to mountain streams
to enjoy.

The last stretch of road to De Ark
(4,5 km) is a dirt road intended for
vehicles with high ground clearance.
The campsite is therefore better
suited to off-road trailer and off-road
caravan owners.

Price R850 per stand p.n. for 4 adults,
or up to 6 people (including kids).
Contact @ 058 256 1202
“Areservations@deark-clarens.co.za

‘i deark-clarens.co.za

Campers should be able
to enjoy their own space in
nature. The stands are a good
80 m from each other and are
not demarcated.



and Limpopo

To the farm

t's not every day that you get to camp amongst cattle,
farmlands and wild animals on a Bushveld farm.
Wiehahn Geldenhuys farms part-time with cattle

and game, and also plants sunflowers and lucerne
for the game. The farm is 123 ha big and lies exactly
between Mookgophong and Roedtan (28 km from each).
You'll be hard pressed to find a spot deeper in the bush.
On one section of the farm, Wiehahn has cleared 12 spots
for stands between the yellowwood trees and sicklebush.
It's laid out in such a way that you're not right on top of
your neighbour and the ablution block is in the middle.

The hot water comes from a gas geyser and inside the
building are showers, basins and toilets, but no baths.
The scullery is to the side and has a lookout point with
a view over the Bushveld.

The farm dam is about half a kilometre away. There are
shade trees all along it and is the perfect spot to enjoy a
picnic while the youngsters enjoy the water. You can also
hike and go on bike rides between nyalas, kudus and
impalas. Wiehahn says the bonsmaras are tame and will
walk up to the campsite. The same goes for the wild
animals because the campsite doesn’t have a
fence around it.

You have to bring all provisions
because there is no shop, and no
electricity either.

Price R350 p.n. for 2 adults and 2 kids.
R320 if you’ll be camping longer than
5 days.

Contact Q) 083 777 0141

‘% wiehahngelden@gmail.com >
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THE ULTIMATE DESTINATION

ensation Boats & Living
recently launched their
latest range of caravans
in South Africa. The
new Destination caravans are
available in three models that
range between double and single
axle, and another one or two
variants are in the pipeline.

The existing Sensation
caravans were initially also
built by Sensation Boats &
Living’s owners, but these were
sold to the current owners of
Jurgens Ci. Meanwhile, quite
a few customers of Sensation
Boats & Living approached
them, and the result was the
birth of a new caravan range.

Sensation Boats & Living was
established in 2000 by the twin
brothers André and Riaan van
Helsdingen and was first called
Twin Boats & Trailer. It wasn’t
long before they started export-
ing luxury boats. Ten years later,
Riaan launched the Sensation
caravan range and at that time
the caravans were the only
ones you could compare with
the European caravan market
in terms of style and quality. In
2015, Riaan took the Sensation
caravan range and broke away
from Twin Boats. The business
was sold a year later.

The Destination caravans are
therefore part of a new range of
caravans with André at the helm.
If you compare the new range
with the Sensation caravans it’s
clear that André has taken the

18| February 2018 go! Drive & Camp

existing glamour and taken it
to the next level. Locally, there
isn’t much competition in this
segment of the caravan market.

The caravans’ body is made
almost entirely of fibreglass,
and the panels, roof and floor
are made separately and then
attached with fibreglass strips.
Due to the nature of this building
material the complete body looks
like it came out of one mold.
The fibreglass panels have
an exterior gel coating with a
special plastic interior layer as
well as a fibreglass layer and
coating on the inside. These
layers are merged by means of
a cold process under a vacuum
and it’s super hardy. This panel
is 20 mm thick.

The cupboards and cupboard
doors are made of light wood
doors and aluminium.

There are three models: the
Dream, Journey and the Magic.
The first two are double-axle
models, and the Dream has a De
Lux variant. The De Lux has two
panels that slide out to make the
living and sleeping areas even
larger. All the caravans sleep
four. The Dream costs R485 000
and the De Lux is R200 000
more. (The prices of the other
models were not available at
time of going to print.)

The Dream has a 30 £ geyser,
air con (12 000 BTU), king-sized
island bed, 28 £ microwave
oven, and a separate bathroom
as well as toilet. The Dream’s

tare weight is roughly 1 800
kg and is relatively light
compared to the Jurgens
Exclusive. The Dream is 1,5
m longer though (9,15 m) and
2,45 m wide. For this kind of

caravan you require a power-
ful towing vehicle because
the GVM is fixed at 2 500 kg
and it has run-in brakes.
Contact @010 140 1337

¥ sales@sensationboats.com

A BABY BROTHER FORVOLVO

The Swedish vehicle manufacturer has confirmed that its
compact SUV, the XC40, will arrive in South Africa in April
this year. The XC40 joins its older and bigger brothers the
XC60 and XC90. Just like other Volvos, there will be two trim
levels to choose from: R-Design and Momentum. There are
also two engine options: D4 diesel and T5 petrol. Both will
be all-wheel drive. The model range will be extended at the
end of 2018 to include a D3 diesel, T3 petrol, T4 petrol and
a choice of front-wheel or all-wheel drive.

Volvo South Africa is keeping mum about prices for now,
but they have revealed that the entry-level model will come
in at under R500 000 and the most expensive XC40 will cost
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ELRICO AND PIERRE TAKE THE TANKWA

wenty-two 4x4s recently gathered at the Stonehenge The competition ended with a race through an obstacle
farm in the Tankwa Karoo for the final round of the course, and this tested the vehicles to their limits. Three 4x4s
Cooper Dust series. The participants came from four had to be recovered.
regions to compete on this special spot. Gerrie says they might add three more regions this year,
At the end of the two-day competition, Elrico Koen and which would undoubtedly mean tougher competition.
his brother-in-law Pierre Genis from Bellville were crowned Visit “® dustmedia.co.za if you want to enter. >
national champions.
Gerrie van Eeden, the organiser of the Dust series (He is
also responsible for the Weg Ry & Sleep Bull Run. - Ed), says the
competition is aimed at the average 4x4 enthusiast. The idea
is that modified 4x4s don’t necessarily have a better chance
of winning than standard models.
Elrico and Pierre proved this point by taking gold with their
standard Land Rover Discovery 3. The only modification was
a set of 35” tyres. The father-and-son combo Herman and
Henry Neethling from George came in second in their short-
axle Mitsubishi Pajero, with the Bloemfontein brothers-in-law
Louis Kok en Henri Storm taking third place in a Toyota Hilux.
The final round started with a navigation route through and
around the Tankwa Karoo National Park, where the participants
had to stop at various control points before the ending at a
lookout point on top of Ouberg Pass. You couldn’t pretend to be
Giniel de Villiers, though, because there was a target time for
the 240 km route. Elrico and Pierre took the lead with this from
the start.

The second day the participants had the opportunity to prove
their mettle over four obstacles, and they didn’t disappoint. At
each obstacle there was a choice between an easier option and
a more difficult one, which was worth more points. No one
chose any of the easier options.

(HAFUTA 2- P!
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NEWS

TRITONTO
THE EXTREME

Hilux Black Edition, Ranger Fx4 and Isuzu X-rider...
Several vehicle manufacturers have a bakkie
decked out in special stickers with pumped up
muscles in their stable. Mitsubishi has also joined
the gang, and just like Die Moot area in Pretoria,
there are desirable properties and less than great
areas. But one thing is certain: It’s definitely not
boring and the type of person who would buy a
Triton Xtreme is no shrinking violet.

The Triton Xtreme was designed by South
Africans for South Africans, and it boasts a body
kit worth R60 000 that prospective buyers can
get for just R20 000 extra on top of the Triton’s
standard price.

The body kit includes the following: bonnet
guard, unique grille and fog light shrouds,
wheel arch protectors, door handle cups, run-
ning boards, durable floor mats, load bin cover,
roll bar, tailgate protector, fuel cap cover, black-
and-chrome rims, and Cooper all-terrain tyres.

The body kit is supplied by Mitsubishi South
Africa and will obviously not affect any warranties.

A Mitsubishi Triton Xtreme 4x2 automatic will
cost you R519 995 versus the standard Triton 2.4 Di
4x2 automatic, which goes for R499 995.

FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH

South Africans have been spoiled for choice with all the different for their modular plate structures, Echo uses mainly fibreglass for

caravan options, especially on the off-road side. Conqueror and the body, and Bush Lapa focuses on materials like stainless steel

Echo4x4 are the heavyweights that specialise in the off-road trailer and aluminium.

and off-road caravan segment, but the Cape-based manufacturer Bush Lapa opened their doors in 2010 in Worcester and eventually

Bush Lapa is quickly becoming part of this distinguished group. started bursting at the seams - they had to move the operation to
Conqueror is known o Paarl. In the meantime they also opened a branch in Centurion as

well as a dealership in Pretoria. Loftus Caravan City in Johannesburg
now also has a Bush Lapa franchise, and another dealer outside
Pinetown opened one in KwaZulu-Natal.
The newest development is Bush Lapa’s entry into the
international market. Their first consignment has already
been shipped to Australia. The owner, Jannie Oeschger, says
they've sent their entire range and not only a few models.
The caravans do need to be modified to adhere to Australian
regulations, but the whole construction is done here.
The range of colours is also slightly different compared
to the local range, and the names have been changed. The
Gogga range becomes the Hopper, the Ratel is now called the
Badger, and the Baobab remains unchanged.
By the time you read this, 1 200 Bush Lapas will have been rolled
out of the plant.
Contact (021 870 1277/38 “finfo@bushlapa.com “% bushlapa.com >
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NEWS

Ford ahead

Sales of the Ranger 3.2 double cab XLT 4x4 Fx4 has exceeded
Ford’s wildest expectations, and the company recently decided
to roll out this special edition - which was initially only going to
be available in limited numbers - to the rest of the XLT double
cab model range, including the 2.2 and 3.2 manual and auto.

You can now also get your hands on a 2.2 manual XLT with
a pitch black sticker on the bonnet. Also a black grille, fog light
covers, 17” rims, roll bar, side mirrors, roof racks, rear bumper
and door handles - all black just like a “real” Fx4.

All the different variety Fx4 Rangers also have an optional
polyurethane coating - yes, black - in the load bin to protect
the metal. This lining was previously seen on the Ford F150
and was developed in 2008 in Kansas City in the States. Ford’s
general warranty of 120 000 km and four years is also valid for
the coating, and if it starts showing scratches you can take your
Fx4 to your nearest Ford dealer for repairs.

Another new addition is parking sensors on the front bumper
on all XLT models. This is particularly handy in parking areas
and campsites where low walls or posts often hide behind the
Ranger’s huge bonnet.

24 February 2018 ) R 7

® In other Ford news: The manufacturer’s Struandale plant in
Port Elizabeth manufactured their 500 000th Duratorq TDCi
engine in December 2017. Since the plant opened it doors

in 1964, more than 3,3 million engines have been built here.
The plant supplies engines to local vehicles and also exports
to China, the USA, Thailand, and Australia. This plant is so
important to the Ford group that it received a cash injection
of three billion rand to help with further growth. >
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e Using the latest in LED chips, lights are brighter & more efficient.
e Rated for both IP67 and IP69K.

e All lights are made out of diecast alloy housings. y
¢ Featuring shockproof polycarbonate lenses. / -

Amber: Fog | Black: On-road block out | Clear: Protect
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NEWS

More new vehicles sold A NAME CHANGE FOR LEXUS NX
The November 2017 sales e conndencernd exus’s NX range recently had a face-lift: There are new
figures for new vehicles a struggling economy are headlights, a new front bumper with chrome inlays and
show an upwards trend, responsible for declining changed air ducts.
with 32 821 units finding sales in the light commercial At the back, the NX has new LED lights. The rear
new homes. That's a 16,4% vehicle market. 1 170 fewer bumper has been spruced up and the badge and model name
improvement on November ~ bakkies and minibuses were has been moved.
2016’s figure of 28 207. This ~ sold in November 2017 than As part of Lexus’s global strategy, the “200t” model name
is largely thanks to rental in the same month in 2016. (which indicates a 2,0 £ turbocharged engine) has been replaced
companies that acquired That's a drop of 7,4%. This by “300”. The 300 in the model name refers to the engine which
just about 20% of all new sales figure is slightly higher produces a similar amount of power as a 3.0 £ engine. The model
vehicles sold. than October 2017, though. names are now NX 300 E, -EX and -F Sport.
The range kicks off with the E. Where all the models previously
had all-wheel drive, the E is only front-wheel drive.
The EX and F Sport models still have the old all-wheel-
HERE ARE SOME FIGURES FOR NEW VEHICLE SALES AND drive system and the six-speed gearbox. The engine remains
EXPORTS FOR NOVEMBER 2017 unchanged in all models.
There are also changes to the interior. The 10.3” touch screen
LOCAL EXPORT (previously 7”) has improved graphics and displays brighter
Toyota 11 441 23899 - knobs and buttons have also changed throughout. The odd
Volkswagen Group 7438 53 analogue clock is still there but it is now linked to the satellite
Ford - A navigation so it gets its time from the GPS satellites.
The cheapest NX (NX 300 E) costs R599 900 and the most
Nissan 4692 384 expensive one (NX 300 F Sport) is R789 700. o
Hyundai 3265 0
GM/Isuzu 2670 340
Mercedes-Benz 2004 11426
Kia 1883 16
Renault 1825 0
Mazda 1162 0
BMW 1095 5619
Suzuki 1045 0
Honda 631 24
Jaguar Land Rover 430 0
Mahindra 372 0
GWM 263 0
Volvo 214 8
Tata 186 0
Fiat 174 14
Chrysler 131 11
Source NAAMSA
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Rhinoman - The original
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The Rhinoman family

All our canopies are made from vehicle grade
aluminium for all major brands in Double,
Extra and Single Cab models.

We have a wide range of accessories for your
canopies: Roof Racks, Kitchen Units, Roof
Mounted Tables, Drawer Systems and
Fridge Slides.

Optional Extras available for Rhinoman Canopies:

Sliding & Solid side Windows, Anti-theft
window guard and Vehicle Colour matching.

Rhinoman Canopies are available at all Major
4x4 outlets and Fitment Centres.

Tel: +(27) 10 010 0060
Email: Sales@Rhinoman.co.za
www.Rhinoman.co.za
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R24,900

RhinoCab
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R22,900
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R17,900
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With the X Range commanding a third of BMW sales, the
Munich manufacturer understandably has a lot riding on the latest
generation X3. Kyle Kock got to grips with it on the Garden Route.

Ithough the X5 was the
vehicle that marked
BMW’s arrival to the
luxury SUV market, the
X3 was the one that really started
to appeal to a broader market
outside of just those looking to
make a bold statement in the
parking lot. Nobody really expects
the X3 to be an off-road bruiser,
but BMW remains adamant that
those seeking adventure off the
beaten track will find the X3 handy.

In the metal

The new X3 is definitely grown

up - literally. It's wider, taller and
longer than its two predecessors.
The edgier designs and sharper
edges of the previous generations
have made way for a more
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rounded and bulbous front end.
The trademark kidney grille is
particularly catching, looking like
a pair of ginormous nostrils.

The round fog lamps of the
first and second iterations have
made way for a narrow hexagonal
shape while the famous corona
ring headlamps are also no longer
round and the park lights feature
a distinct hexagonal outline.

There are two character lines
in the profile, running from
the front fender through the
upper and lower sections of the
front and rear doors. This helps
accentuate the long bonnet
appearance that’s so familiar with
the brand and also adds a degree
of dynamism. Just like before,
the two middle pillars have been

darkened with gloss black trim. At
the rear, the L-shaped tail lights
have a pronounced 3D effect,
especially when lit up at night.

On the road

With the 2.0 diesel having

been the most popular model

at dealerships, it made sense

to focus our attention on this
particular model at the new X3's
launch on the Garden Route. The
volume seller packs 140 kW of
power and peak torque of 400
Nm between 1750 and 2 500
rpm before the torque plateau
starts dipping to about 330 at
4000 rpm. The xDrive20d comes
standard with an eight-speed
automatic transmission, which is
also standard across the X3 range.

The 20d’s outputs are more
than enough for most driving
scenarios, and the automatic
transmission shifts seamlessly.
On the well-cared for asphalt




p— The trademark kidney grille is
: particularly catching, looking
like a pair of ginormous nostrils.

of this region, the X3's on-road
prowess is exemplary and the
xDrive intelligent all-wheel drive
has actually been enhanced to
provide more bias to the rear
wheels than before. Turn-in is
crisp, thanks to the X3's lower
mass, 50:50 weight distribution,
and updated electric power
steering system.

BMW claims that the X3's 0.29
drag coefficient is class-leading.
The cabin is definitely quiet, even
as the wind picks up. The diesel
engine registers just under 2 000
rpm on the digital instrument
panel at 120 km/h and is barely

Www.weg.c0.za

audible along with road noise.
At 80 km/h there's even less of
adin, and at 1 500 rpm in top
gear there’s pretty good fuel
consumption to be had. With
200 km possible using less than a
quarter tank of fuel despite liberal
throttle application when we
drove the X3, you should be able
to expect 800 km from pump to
pump if you order this model.

Gravel road driving

Regardless of which model you
choose and how you spec it, the
X3 comes standard with run-flat
tyres. While the tyre technology
does allow for you to be able to

SPECIFICATIONS

Model xDrive20d

Engine 1 995 cc four-cylinder
turbodiesel

Power 140 kW @ 4 000 rpm
Torque 400 Nm @ 1 750 rpm
Transmission 8-speed
automatic

Fuel consumption 5.4 £/100
km

Fuel tank capacity 60 £
Luggage capacity 550 £
Towing capacity 2 400 kg
Ground clearance 204 mm
Wading depth 500 mm
Maintenance plan 5 years/
100 000 km

CLEAN CUT. The cabin is domi-
nated by a wide infotainment
screen (top). The headlamps’
daytime running light print has
been redesigned (above).

PRICES (excluding CO2 emissions tax)
xDrive20d...
xDrive30i....
xDrive30d...

drive a little further in the event of
a puncture, they have particularly
stiff sidewalls that don't allow for
much absorption.

The unit we drove was
equipped with a few options and
had also been fitted with 20-inch
wheels, which are definitely not
ideal in this environment. They
certainly look stylish, but low
profile rubber off the beaten
track is something to be avoided.
Not because the X3 has poor
noise vibration and harshness
performance (there’s very few

....R684 200
....R7389 800
....R868 300

..R991 100

squeaks and rattles to speak of),
but because it’s really at home on
fast and flowing freeways

Conclusion

Right off a showroom floor it
might not ride well if you don't
live near perfect tarmac and plan
on driving dirt roads for extended
periods, but that’s not the end of
the world.

Try to order yours with regular
tyres. At the very least the X3
will make a capable towing
vehicle. ]
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DON'T GET
STUCK

Available in both portable and ve-
hicle mounted kits, ARB Air Com-
pressors provide many advantages
when exploring the great outdoors.
Whether for inflating tyres and
camping accessories, running air
tools, activating Air Lockers or even
reseating a fyre onto a wheel,
there’s a model available to suit
your needs.

Designed to withstand harsh Afri-
can conditions, each ARB Air Com-
pressor is individually leak tested,
current draw tested and flow tested
under heavy load at the factory
before packing. For total peace of
mind, all ARB compressors come
with a comprehensive 2 year war-

ranty.

To further increase longevity, ARB
compressors are also rebuildable,
with spare parts readily available
from our stores nationwide.
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Scan the QR code
to shop enline.

ARB COMPACT
COMPRESSOR

ARB TWIN PORTABLE
COMPRESSOR

ARB TYRE GAUGE
SMALL DIAL

ARB PORTABLE
COMPRESSOR

ARB DIGITAL TYRE
INFLATOR

ARB PUMP UP KIT

ARB TWIN COMPRESSOR

ARB TYRE INFLATOR
LARGE DIAL

ARB SPEEDY SEAL
PUNCTURE REPAIR KIT

Branches Nationwide | 4x4 MegaWorld Head Office - Meadowdale | Tel. (011) 454 2875 | 4x4megaworldonline.com



DRIVING IMPRESSION

Welcome hack,
hoss man

Fans of the Nissan Patrol had to wait eight years
for the sixth-generation model. P
Cyril Klopper takes alook tosee st
if it was worthiit. -

t | han it’s forebears“' » th e
i oks can be decelvmg The styling ‘Spﬂ &1 dt 3

decided recently to bring it to our  might seem flimsy but underneath that no'i‘goﬁ\g to be able to park close tothe ‘\
shores. If it looks somewhat familiar it's bulky body is a tough-as-nails ladder mall’s main entrance. Its 1,9 m high roof .
because until recently it was marketed frame chassis and beefy double wishbone  towers over your head and the usually
locally as the Infinity QX80. You might suspension on each wheel that allows large 18” wheels look tiny in the huge
also have seen the Patrol on TV as the a surprising amount of articulation and wheel arches.
UN’s favourite runabout and wealthy travel. The bodywork might look heavy The very small sunroof looks a tad
Middle Eastern oil tycoons’favourite sand  and low-slung but the 272 mm ground out of place, like it was lifted straight
buggy. The QX80 had classier finishesand  clearance is better than many of its from a Nissan Juke. A large panoramic
a different grille, but besides that it was competitors (the Land Cruiser 200s glass roof would have been so much
almost exactly the same vehicle. has 230 mm). better.
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COMFY, YET CAPABLE. At
first glance the Patrol’s
ground clearance doesn’t
look adequate, but it’s
actually more than most
competitors have. The
standard Bridgestone
Duelers also do a fine job
in the rough stuff.

At 2 m wide and
more than 5 m long,
the new Patrol
will fill up a standard
parking spot at
the mall.

The interior

The Patrol’s interior is equally huge. It feels
more like someone’s lounge than the inside
of a car. Truth be told, the faux wood inlays in
the cabin reminds you a bit of a lounge suite
you'd find at Bradlows.

The middle row has enough leg room so
you can straighten your legs and the backrest
adjusts so that Grandma and Grandpa can
nap comfortably. The third row of seats is
wide enough for three, but there are only two
seat belts.

Between Mom and Dad’s seats is a fridge
that's large enough for a packet of viennas
and four cooldrinks. The lid of the fridge can
be opened at the front or at the back.

Safety issues
There is an oversupply of safety features.
The Patrol will alert when you change lanes
and there’s a vehicle in your blind spot, and
the cruise control will maintain the following
distance between you and the car in front
of you. Sensors in the steering wheel and
accelerator can sense when you're getting
tired and will then encourage you to rest.
The Patrol will brake by itself to avoid an
accident if you don't do it yourself and will
also tighten the seat belt beforehand. The
Patrol also knows if you're driving too close
to the white line and will then return to the
middle of your lane. The rear-view mirror
uses the reverse camera to show an undis-
turbed view of the back.

But best of all is that you can switch these
functions on and off when you want to.

Under the bonnet
Nissan’s big 4.2 and 3.0 diesel engines are
gone. There was no way that they could >

go! Drive & Camp February 2018133



DRIVING IMPRESSION

SPECIFICATIONS
Model tested 5.6 V8 LE 4WD 7AT
Engine 5 552 cc, V8 petrol

Approach and departure angles 34°
and 26°

Power 298 kW @ 5 800 rpm Tare weight 2 746 kg

Torque 560 Nm @ 4 000 rpm Warranty 6 years/150 000 km
Fuel consumption 18 £ per 100 km Service plan 3 years/90 000 km
Tank 140 ¢ Service intervals 15 000 km

Price R1 299 000

Maximum towing weight 3 500 kg

As Nissan's flagship
off-roader, the Patrol has been kitted out with
plenty of bling, like 18" alloys, chrome trim,
dlear tail lamps and faux wood cabin trim.
Add a snorkel, roof racks and a steel -
bumper like the one below T e
and you'll have a force to
be reckoned with.
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satisfy current emission laws. The Patrol is now
only available with a 5.6 £ V8 petrol.

Connected to the engine is a seven-speed
automatic transmission with Adaptive Shift
Control and Downshift Rev Matching that
makes gear changes smoother and also saves
on fuel.

It's a monster of an engine that produces
298 kW and 560 Nm. So don't be surprised if
the 140 £ fuel tank doesn't stay full for long.

How does it drive?

The 18" wheels are more practical than the
almost unusable 20” wheels found on the
Infinity. The extra rubber on the treads allow
you to drive through potholes instead of
around them. The hydraulic suspension also
helps to keep the bodywork upright when you
take sharp turns. As soon as there's pressure
on one side of the vehicle (like when you
swerve) liquid automatically moves to that
side to tighten the suspension. It's a simple
system but it prevents the bodywork from
leaning too much.

A drive mode dial close to the gear lever has
four modes for sand, rocks, snow, and a “on
road” mode. The same dial switches between
high and low range and controls the rear diff
lock. Under regular conditions the middle diff
lock directs most of the engine power to the
rear axle, but power can be distributed equally
between the axles.

The V8 engine’s roar is impressive, and the
acceleration when you put pedal to the metal
is not to be sneezed at. The Patrol is by no
means a race car, but it’s clear that this guy
will be able to tow a double-axle caravan or
a double-hull fishing boat with ease.

In a nutshell

The new Patrol in standard form doesn't
have a striking appearance but it comes into
its own as soon as you add 33" mud tyres, a
bullbar, and a roof rack.

If you compare the Patrol to the Toyota
Land Cruiser 200 4.5D V8, you'll save about
R50 000 and you'll also get a few gadgets that
the Toyota doesn't have. The problem is that
the Toyota is ready to drive around the world
while the Patrol gives with the impression that
it needs a few off-road bits - but that’s not
necessarily a bad thing because half the fun in
owning an off-roader lies in kitting it out.

PRICE
5.6 V8 LE 4WD 7AT

R1 299 000 ©
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Winches, Recovery Gear, LED Lighting




4X4 ADVENTURE | SWAZILAND

at 1ts worst

The Rocking Crawlers’ Ultimate 4x4 Adventure is an annual excursion
to an unknown destination where almost unimaginable obstacles await.
We went along for the ride.

Text and photos Piet van Heerde
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fter 12 hours on the road,

the convoy finally arrives at

the overnight spot. There are

21 vehicles in the group and
some of them are still busy climbing the
last hill. The participants are hungry and
tired, and suddenly a panicked voice calls
over the radio: “The Pajero has rolled!”

Looking for adventure
The Rocking Crawlers is a bunch of
hardcore 4x4 enthusiasts, and their

Ultimate 4x4 Adventure is the highlight
of their year.

A convoy made up of a select few
vehicles leave from Gauteng en route
to an unknown destination where 4x4s
are tested to the limits. If there’s a good
line to the right of an obstacle these
guys will rather drive over the obstacle.
Hardcore is the only way to describe it.

This adventure isn’t for everyone.
You have to apply and will then be
invited if your vehicle adheres to a few

strict minimum requirements: It needs
at least 33” tyres, has to have a front
and rear diff lock, and you can’t partake
in the adventure if you don’t have a
self-recovery winch.

To participate, your vehicle doesn’t
need thousands of rands’ worth of
equipment but what you do need to
bring is comradeship.

If your answers impress the organisers
enough, you get an invitation to this epic
adventure. >
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Here we go!

The gathering point is in Midrand at one of
the workshops where some of the Rocking
Crawlers do modifications to their vehicles.
They are definitely not the kind of guys
who would want damage to their cars. No,
everything is planned down to the last
detail and put together with great care.

All the participants are friendly, but
there’s a feeling of uncertainty in the air
because no one knows exactly what lies
ahead. Everyone received a list of things
to pack, with your passport at the top of
the list.

The participants gather round and the
destination is revealed. We're going to
Swaziland! Then the convoy rules are
explained: You are responsible for the
vehicle behind you; switch your headlights
on when you're on the highway; and give
way to other road users. T-shirts, buffs and
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caps are handed out and then we embark
on our journey without ceremony.

Corné van der Merwe drives in front
with Bronx, the Jeep with the most
modifications. It’s especially its 39”
tyres that draw attention. Behind him is
Nicholas Harris, and then us - myself,
Shane Klebb and Arné Kotze in Ruby,
Corné’s wife’s Jeep Rubicon. Shane and
Arné are also the technical team. The
group, however, is not complete because
there are a few vehicles coming from
Polokwane and will join us later.

Everything is going swimmingly until
just outside Bronkhorspruit when the
Rubicon starts acting up. The convoy
stops, the bonnet is opened, and we take
council. It seems that with the previous
service someone messed around with the
transmission fluid’s thermostat and now
the fluid doesn’t flow all the way through
the radiator. That why it overheats.

LET’S BEGIN (clockwise from left).
There’s nothing quite like coffee
on a (J's wheel arch. Wakey-wakey
in the mist. Big rubber is the key
(inset). Final adjustments are
made. The correct tyre pressure is
one of the most important aspects
of off-road driving.

AT T



Everything is going
smoothly until just beyond
Bronkhorstspruit, when the
Rubicon starts acting up.

The guys decide to
seek help in Middelburg.

The rest of the convoy

can carry on; we’ll catch
up later. The problem is
solved quickly and we head
off to Carolina. The road is
littered with potholes, but with
37” Cooper tyres we hardly notice it.

We meet the rest of the convoy at the
Waverley border post, finish the paperwork
and drive to the Mhlambanyatsi sports
ground where we’ll be spending the night.
There are decent facilities and hot showers
waiting for us.

We are given the assurance that the
spectacular views will more than make up
for any inconvenience the next day. >
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FLEX FRIDAYS. The vehicles in
the group were very capable,
but they sometimes required
the human touch to keep the
wheels on the ground. The
Cruiser’s front axle was in
bits and pieces, but the right
parts and mechanical know-
how saved the day (inset).

—

Rocking it

Most of the vehicles in the group are
Jeep Rubicons, all with their fair share
of modifications. There are also three
Pajeros and two Toyotas - a Cruiser and
a Hilux.

One of the things you notice
immediately is how lightly everyone in
the group drives. They hardly leave a
track where they’ve driven and there are
no signs of unnecessary funny business.

Shortly after we leave, the Pajero pulls
over to the side of the road. Its driveshaft
is broken and it looks like its passengers’
adventure has come to an untimely end.
Someone mumbles something about
fitting a spare driveshaft.

The routes we’re driving today are
old school bus routes that have been
so badly damaged by erosion that the
buses do not dare to drive on it any
longer. It is, however, perfect for 4x4
enthusiasts.
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Tyre pressures are dropped and we
start driving up the rivercourse. There
are many big rocks that we have to drive
over with the vehicles. It’s tough and
within the first kilometre there’s already
a long list of incidents. The one Pajero’s
right-hand side hub doesn’t want to kick
in, but the problem is soon fixed. One
of the Jeeps’ tyres has come off the rim
- another problem that’s quickly sorted
out. Another Jeep’s front diff lock won’t
disengage, but the mechanics are on it.

The biggest problem is with the Land
Cruiser bakkie that’s lost its entire right-
hand front driveshaft. The owner, Paul
Ruschenbaum, is busy on the phone
ordering new parts. He needs to stay
behind and wait for it and will rejoin
the convoy later - if he receives the
help he needs, of course.

From here on out it’s plain sailing;
even as we go over the obstacles that
are becoming increasingly more
challenging.




The next part of the route is up and
down a mountain. The participants test
their abilities against huge, deep eroded
ditches, and every now and again you see
a recovery strap fastened to someone’s
vehicle to help get him through it. Each
obstacle has an easier option, but who
wants to drive that?

The convoy moves on, but it’s going
slowly. Leading such a long line of
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vehicles through the hills of Swaziland
is a slow process. We drive over a big
granite rock and through some more
ditches... and the next moment one of the
Jeep Rubicons starts driving backwards.

It jumps high and comes to a standstill.
Everyone gets out to see what’s going on.

Apparently the engine cut out just as
the vehicle was on top of the rock. When
the driver, Len Nel, wanted to pull up the
handbrake, his water bottle got in the way
and he knocked the car out of gear, causing
the car to go backwards. It goes to show
how quickly something can go wrong.

About a kilometre further there’s
another bottleneck. One of the tyres of
Nick Erasmus’s Jeep came off the rim
and now the whole convoy isn’t moving.
Those who can help, help, and the rest
stand around, waiting.

As we look back we see the silver Pajero
that lost its driveshaft this morning driving
full steam ahead. The Cruiser has also
replaced its lost nuts and bolts and has
rejoined us. The convoy is complete again.

From here on there are no more
obstacles, but it’s getting dark quickly
and we still have an hour’s driving left
for the day. The route from here to the
campsite isn’t difficult or far but it’s
still deceptive and we need to drive
very carefully.

And it’s right here where Martin
Ferreira’s Pajero veers slightly off the
line and he loses control.

The first roll apparently happened quite
slowly. He landed back on his wheels for
a moment and then graciously started
rolling. Luckily - three rolls further - it
came to a standstill against a tree. And
fortunately no one was hurt.

Every person who comes to help is an
expert. We decide on one person to drive
the recovery, and what’s remarkable
about this group is that the safety aspects
of 4x4 recovery are adhered to at all
times. With the help of winches, straps
and cables, the Pajero is once again back
on its wheels.

After a quick damage assessment
the vehicle is towed to where we're
camping for the night. We'll have to wait
for daylight to see exactly what kind of
damage was done.

Then they’ll decide if the silver Pajero,
which now looks more like a giant baked
potato, will be able to drive on or rather
head home. >
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Beautiful Swaziland

The morning reveals that the Pajero

has sustained damage to its engine and
gearbox. The baked potato is going home.

After coffee and breakfast in the glow
of the magnificent sunrise, we drive on.
Systematically the route becomes easier
and more enjoyable. We drive up hills
and down through ditches. Suspension
systems are tested to their limits and
more than one tyre slides off
the rim. But that’s part of the
adventure and these small
problems are fixed in no
time at all.

But just when things
start going too smoothly,
one of the Jeeps breaks
down. The clutch doesn’t
want to disengage fully and
the gears are lost. The technical
team has a look and after a while
the gears are back. We drive on through
places with interesting names like Snake
River and Cross Your Legs.

We eat lunch, but when we want to
drive on, the Jeep’s clutch decides enough
is enough. We tow it to the nearest
service station in Mbabane. Unfortunately
it means the end of Gerrit Oosthuizen’s
adventure.

The last part of the route takes us
over giant granite rocks with mountains
that stretch as far as the eye can see. At
Zone Waterfalls, where we’re spending
the night, we drive halfway along the
waterfall on terraces and pitch camp.
Some of the guys take the opportunity to
wash off the day’s sweat in the icy pools.

BACKGROUND. Sunrise over Swaziland reveals
the extent of the damage to the Pajero. There
are unbelievable views and rock-hopping aplenty
when you attempt this route.
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ON THE ROCKS Parking
at Zone falls’ terraces.
ey A

Stuck in the mud

The first obstacle of the day runs past the

waterfall. This one is for those who like

steep descents - the slope measures 52°

in some places. Three vehicles attempt it,

and a few people decide to walk down.
When they return, everyone is packed

and ready to go. Before we even really

get going, a Jeep’s engine cuts out. The

Www.weg.0.za

technical team crack a joke as they
look under the bonnet, but they can’t
immediately find the problem.

Soon the Jeep’s wheels are rolling
again. It was only a fuse and we’re happy
to be hitting the road again.

But as we pull away the people in the
Cruiser announce that they have a flat
battery. Luckily the jumper cables are
close at hand and we can finally head on.

We drive through beautiful nature,
between big hills and huge rocks to the
lookout point where it feels like you can
see into the future.

From here we drive almost on the ridge
of the hills, swerving through the giant
granite boulders.

We reach a point where we again drive
down a slope and end up in a greenish
patch of land. Bronx goes in first and >
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it soon becomes clear that it’s not just
grass down there but rather a mud bath.
Only a winch can save Bronx.

Two more vehicles venture in but the
recovery time is too long and the rest
of the convoy decides to rather stay on
terra firma.
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The participants discuss it amongst
themselves and then decide that they
also want to attempt Handbrake Hill.
It’s just a short section of the original
school bus routes, about a kilometre
long, but erosion has taken its toll on
the road.

The ditches are so deep you can lose
someone inside. So we start driving
up and initially it looks manageable.

We make it across the first few
ditches and stop often to give each
other directions. The next moment it’s
as if everything suddenly stopped



working. Nick has lost another tyre,

the Cruiser in front of us is lying on

its stomach, all four wheels spinning

in the air, and the radio announces that
the red CJ Jeep’s axle has broken off.
And to add insult to injury, it has just
started raining.

www.weg.co.za

The guys with the red Pajero stop to
assist with the Jeep and immediately
start taking it apart. They reckon they
can weld it quick-quick. All they need is
a welder... Someone else connects Ruby’s
winch to the Cruiser in front of us, and
later someone runs with a high-lift jack

to go and help Nick. The comradeship
is doled out in spades and everyone
helps those who need it.

In the meantime the guys found a
woman on a farm, borrowed a welder
from her, and fixed the broken part on
the red CJ. >
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ON THE STRAIGHT AND NARROW. Follow
the line. If there aren’t any rocks they’ll

just drive over each other. A bent rim gets
hammered into shape. One of the favourite
lookout points: A massive granite shelf that
allows for majestic views.

The convoy can move on again,
but because no one fully trusts the
welded part, it’s decided that
the vehicle should rather be
towed on a trailer.

Because of all the
drama we arrive in
Mbabane after dark.
The guys decide not
to take the route back
to the place where we
spent the first night and
camp in the rain. We stay
in the nearby Hawani Resort.

Tomorrow we head home after a
gruelling few days filled with drama.
But one guy’s drama is another’s
highlights and adventure.

And the Rocking Crawlers wouldn’t
exchange these few days of driving
for anything in the world. )
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Specials for senior citizens, water sports, swimming pool
with slide, fishing, camp sites with electricity.
Pet-friendly, but needs to be arranged with resort beforehand.

Contact us:
www.silwerstrandcaravanpark.co.za
/ 023 626 3321 / 076 199 4085
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In his hit song about this town in the Klein Karoo, David Kramer
sings about how the sun sets fire to the Langeberg. When you
come camp in these parts you'll see exactly what he means.

Text Schalk Jonker Photos Nellie Brand-Jonker

ou know you’re close to
Montagu when you get to
the famous rock tunnel. But
how many of us have ever
stopped here to find out a bit more
about the history of this landmark?
The famous road builder Thomas
Charles John Bain was responsible for
the construction of this tunnel. Even if
you don’t know who Bain was, there’s
about a 100% probability that you’ve

driven on a road built by either him
or his father Andrew Geddes Bain.
Thomas Bain was a road builder in the
1800s and he completed the tunnel in
1877 to make life easier for those
travelling through the Cogmanskloof.
The tunnel was made bigger in the
1950s to accommodate passing trucks,
and this means that you shouldn’t
have any issues towing your caravan
to Montagu.

This town’s is the personification
of Klein Karoo hospitality, with its
quaint shops, excellent restaurants
and friendly locals who welcome you
with open arms.

We wanted to get away from the
busy city life and decided to head
to two campsites in the area. And
by the way, Kramer was right: it does
look like the setting sun has set fire
to the Langeberg... >
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= ey M.()NTAGU CARAVAN PARK
> Bring the whole
family
The Montagu Caravan Park is one
of the most popular camping destinations
in the Western Cape, and it’s easy to see
why. It’s just a two-hour drive from Cape
Town and it’s the ideal place for a weekend
getaway with the whole family.

Once the kids are occupied with all the
different things to do, you quickly realise
you should actually come camp here for
longer than a weekend. Happy kids mean
a good time, and here you’ll feel like
kicking back and staying for a while.

Be warned, though: You have to book
way in advance regardless of what time
of the year you’re planning on visiting.
It’s always busy here, especially because
it’s also a favourite gathering place for
caravan clubs.

The resort is neat, the ablution blocks
are modern, clean and neat, the staff
friendly, the stands green, the shade ample,
and the only way to the describe the
atmosphere is relaxed. You can'’t really ask
for much more, which is why you can’t just
rock up and expect to find a spot.

We stopped outside the gate one late
Friday afternoon on an ordinary week-
end in November and requested a stand
without a booking. There was one left. It
was also not a sales gimmick that places
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sometimes use to sell something to you.
When we walked through the resort later,
it was packed to the brim.

Find your spot

There are 82 stands on three terraces, all
on green grass and most of them under
shade trees.

The first row of stands lies on the bottom
terrace in a row opposite each other as
you turn right after you drive through the
resort gate. There’s a row of apricot trees

www.weq.co.za

I LIKE IT, IT’S NICE. Everything is as it should be
at Montagu Caravan Park. The stands are level,
covered with lawn and the trees cast ample
shade. Kids will love the pedal boats on the dam,
the large jungle gym and the ponies in the pen.

that provide shade, but the stands on the
right receive a bit more sun than those
on the left, next to the dam.

The price you pay for the shade is that
the grass isn’t as lush as in the rest of
the resort so it’s best to bring your own
ground cover.

The stands are large enough for even
the biggest caravans and there’s a brick
braai (without grid) and a power outlet
with a standard domestic socket. The
taps are spread out in the campsite, but

The Rossouws. Groenewalds
and Vermeulens from
Cape Town brought their
kids and camped at
Montagu Caravan Park
for the first time.

They say:

“ We are very satisfied with

the resort and facilities. There's
a lot for the kids to do and you

€amp on grass under shade trees. The

hot-water pool is a hit. We will
definitely be back. ,,

you never have to walk more than 20
steps to get water for your coffee.

Bring along your fishing gear and see if
you can hook a carp, Mozambique tilapia
or catfish. Just make sure you release
them again. There are also pedal boats
if you want to take a trip on the water.

The other stands are on the left-hand
side of the resort as you drive in, in front
and past the cold-water pool on the top
two terraces.

There are loads of shade trees, grass
and shelter from the wind, and this is the
spot to be if you want to keep an eye on
the kids while they enjoy the supertube.

Something else to keep an eye on are
the geese and ducks that nonchalantly
stroll through the campsite. >
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They will without a doubt pop in at
your stand at some stage. By the way,
you are allowed to bring along your pets
but chat to the resort personnel before-
hand about the dos and don’ts of Spot’s
comings and goings.

On this side of the campsite is a jungle
gym, trampoline, and a pen with a few
tame ponies. The little ones will love to
see these animals up close.

Besides this pool there are two others.
The big heated pool is indoors and is
in front of the first row of stands. The
pool is divided into two sections,
with pillars in the water that
separate the shallow end from
the deep end. There are
loungers in which you
can relax with a good
book before taking a
dip in the pool.

It does get very hot
and stuffy underneath
the canopy next to the
hot water in the summer
months, though.

There is also a smaller indoor
pool on the upper terrace. This is
where you go if you want to have a
more relaxing swim because children
are not allowed here.

Next to the outdoor pool is the café
where you can buy ice cream, cooldrinks,
or takeaway meals.

There’s also a recreation room with a
big-screen TV and benches where you
can make yourself comfortable if you
want to find out the cricket score.

There’s a pool table if you want to
challenge your brother-in-law to a
friendly wager.

If you run out of wood or ice, you can
go to the reception office to rectify the
situation. It costs R20 for wood and R15
for ice.
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“The resort is neat, theiablution
blocks are modern, clean and
neat, the stafffriendly, the stands

green, the'shade ample..."»
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Water affairs
There are six ablution
facilities in total in the
campsite and two of them
have separate facilities for men
and women. The rest are unisex. The
buildings are clean and neat an the
resort staff come around often to keep
it that way.

Each shower has its own gas geyser,
which means there’s never any danger
of showering in cold water if you feel
like lying in a bit to avoid the morning
rush. The showers are in their own room
with a wet and dry area separated by
a shower curtain.

It’s spacious enough, though, with
hooks and packing space, so your things
won’t get wet. Each ablution block also
has a place where you can wash your
dishes and there’s even a container for
your leftover food that is donated to the
local SPCA.



9 Briefly | Montagu
Caravan Park

EFE]

Campsite 85 stands on grass with a
power socket and a braai. Most have
shade. Taps are spread out through the
resort.

Ablution facilities Six modern ablution
blocks that are kept clean.

Price R90-R130 p.p.p.n. depending on
when you camp. (R50-R70 for kids)
Four people per stand.

Arrival and departure times 1 pm and
11am.

Contact 11082 920 7863

“& montagucaravanpark.co.za

“& montagucp@gmail.com

Nearest town The resort is in Montagu.
Road condition Tar to the gate and the
tracks in the resort are covered with dry
apricot pips.

P

SWIM AND PLAY. There are
three pools at Montagu
Caravan Park - one with cold
water and a supertube and
two indoor, heated pools. The
smaller of the two heated

pools is for adult use only.

Head here if you want a break
from noisy kids.

N

GPS 533.787500 E20.113056

go! Drive & Camp says You pay a
R200 cash deposit when you book in
for your remote control for the gate.
You do get it back of course when you
give it back when you book out. >
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DORINGLAAGTE

Fun and games

Doringlaagte is a family resort 6 km
outside of Montagu where you make
yourself comfy on one of the 70 large
stands next to a dam on a farm on the
mountain slopes of the Klein Karoo.

The campsite is divided into two, with
20 stands on your left as you drive in that
are laid out in two rows next to the dam.
The rest of the stands are farther back
and farther away from the water.

On the front stands you camp under-
neath big shade trees on green grass. At
the newer stands at the back the trees
are still small and you’ll have to bring
your gazebo or flysheet.

The one thing we found here that
we've never seen at any other campsite
is that you can have a Jacuzzi delivered
to your stand. It’s a loose-standing bath
that works with a gas geyser, and at R250
per day (for minimum two days) you can
enjoy some hot-water therapy right next

to your caravan. You're not allowed to
bring your own inflatable pool, though.

Unfortunately it’s unlikely that the
Jacuzzi will keep the kids happy for long,
but luckily there are pedal boats, row
boats and canoes for the kids to use on
the water. Best of all is that the use of
these is free, but life jackets are not
supplied. If your little one is still a bit
scared of water it’s best to keep them
away or keep an eye on them.

You can bring your fishing rod if you
want to cast your line in the water. See if
you can hook a perch, bream or sunfish.
And if you want to catch from a boat,
your boat will need a battery engine.
Motorboats are not allowed so rather
leave your jet skis at home.

But the water sports don’t end here.
In the right-hand corner of the campsite,
right next to the dam, the people of
Doringlaagte built a shallow dam for
the kids to play in. Here you’ll also find
canoes and pedal boats and the water

The one thing we found here
that we've never seen at any
other campsite is that you
can have a Jacuzzi delivered
to your stand.
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is never deeper than knee length. They
can swim here as well and slides on
the opposite side are sure to keep them
entertained for hours.

While the kids play you can kick back
and relax on one of the loungers at the
“Karoo beach”. It’s a man-made beach
with white sand and even a palm tree
that provides shade.

www.weq.co.za

SLIM SHADY. Doringlaagte’s better
stands are near the dam. The trees
that grow here are well established
and cast ample shade. The trees at
the newer stands are still young and
don’t provide much relief against the
sun. If you camp on the latter you
should bring along a gazebo.

If that’s too strange for you, you can sit
on the lawn next to the “beach”.

If the hot sun is making you parched,
head to the Karoo Beach Bar for some
cold refreshment. A G&T on a Karoo
beach is probably one of the tastier
drinks you’ll ever have.

The bar opens at 10 am and there’s
even a pool inside the building. >
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You can also come watch the rugby here
on the big-screen TV.

In the heart of the campsite is another
bar with a thatch roof that doubles as the
resort shop, restaurant and reception.
There’s also a TV that broadcasts sport.

A few feet from this building is a
fenced-in play park with a jungle gym
and a trampoline. There are also a few
tortoises. The resort’s small pool is also
located here.

At the campsite’s entrance is a 9-hole
golf course. You can leave your driver at
home, but remember your short irons
because it’s a par 3 course. The ninth
hole is something to behold. It’s an
elevated tee with the green 50 m below.

There are various mountain and veld
trails where you can hike or ride your
mountain bike. There is also a 4x4 trail if
you want to check out if that suspension
upgrade was worth the money.

Pets are not allowed during weekends
and school holidays, but if you come
camp here during the week you can
chat to the resort management and
ask if your dog can tag along. But we're
talking about something like a Yorkie,
not a Rottweiler.

Stand together

The stands are big and even and each
one has a tap. You share your power
socket (standard domestic) with your

BOTTOMS UP. In the Karoo Beach Bar you can
relax in front of a fireplace during cold winter
holidays. And in summer you can stretch out
next to the pool. Children are not allowed to
swim in this particular pool.

The Newells from Somerset
West camp with their Echo
L off-road trailer that
they tow with a Toyota
Fortuner-

They say:

It's our first time here and the
“ kids have already said they want
to come here every holiday. It's
a neat place, the kids stay busy, and the

staff are friendly and organised. ,,
You can't ask for more.
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nearest three neighbours and you should
bring your 20 m extension cord.

You get a loose-standing drum braai
that’s knee height off the ground. Just
bring your own grid. The resort staff
come early every morning to clean all
the braais.

The ablution blocks, with separate
facilities for men and women, are in the
middle of the campsite. It’s a good 100 m’s
walk from the farthest stands. So charge
your flashlight’s batteries before turning
in for the night. There are no complaints

www.weg.co.za

KEEPING IT CLEAN. The
ablution block is at the
centre of the resort and
have separate facilities
for men and women. It’s

farthest stands.

about the bathrooms except that they
are not wheelchair-friendly. They are
big, neat and modern and there are
even hair dryers for the ladies.

The scullery is to the side, a short
distance from the ablution blocks and
there’s also a place where you can clean
your porta-potti.

The nice thing about Doringlaagte is
that the resort is only open to people
staying overnight - day visitors are not
allowed which means that the campsite
won’t feel cramped.

modern and clean, but not
wheelchair-friendly. It's a
good 100 m walk from the

il

9 Briefly | Doringlaagte

Campsite 70 stands with electricity and
water. The 50 new stands’ shade trees
are still tiny.

Ablution facilities Very neat and
modern.

Price R150 p.p.p.n. (R100 per high school
scholar, R50 per primary school scholar
and little ones camp for free).

Contact 3023 614 2034 or 0823195130
‘3 doringlaagte@compuservices.co.za
“doringlaagte.co.za

Nearest town Montagu (6 km).

Road condition 3 km tar road from
Montagu and 3 km good dirt road to
the campsite.

GPS S 33.793511 E 20.168236
go! Drive & Camp says If your caravan

has air con you pay an additional R50
per day. 4]
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WEEKEND BREAK

0T the

ter

front

No, we're not talking about the V&A in Cape Town. Here in the
north, in the Highveld, Mpumalanga has its own waterfront.

Winkelhaak
Mines

. —— to Bethal —

" lakeUmuzi
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ecunda is probably the last place
you’d expect to find a waterfront.
Highveld plains and coal mines,
sure. But a waterfront? Unlikely.
The locals, however, will tell you a
different story. Here, on the edge of town,
bordering houses, car dealerships and
headframes on the horizon, lies the town’s
most popular hangout for young and old.
The Lake Umuzi development is next
to two dams in Trichardtspruit. On the
northern side is the Lake Umuzi Waterfront
on the banks of what is known as the “top
dam” and bordering this is the Lake Umuzi
Lodge and Merchant Hotel.

The combination of restaurants,
accommodation, function venues and
especially family entertainment places is
super-popular. Besides the waterfront’s
full-time entertainment, there are beer,
wine and music festivals during the year,
as well as a mountain bike race and a
sports festival. And from October last year,
campers can also come and pitch their
tents here.

Lake Umuzi Kamp Oase is brand new
and lies on the southern side of the
stream, next to the “bottom dam”.

This is not the place to come if you're
looking for a quiet weekend to get away



from the hustle and bustle
of the big city; there are
simply too many activities in
and around the campsite.

The wedding in the reception hall
across the water is going to supply
background music all night long and the
buzzing of the power station’s chimneys
will eventually lull you to sleep.

Campsite

Before you park your caravan on the
campsite’s green lawn, you first have
to book in at the Merchant Hotel, which
handles the campsite’s bookings. Here

WWW.Weg.c0.2a

you’ll get an entrance permit that looks
like your vehicle’s licence disc and that
you have to stick onto your windscreen.
They also send an SMS to your phone
with a cellphone number that you have to
phone when you get to the entrance gate.
The gate will then open automatically.

If you’re towing, don'’t drive onto the
hotel’s premises - rather park outside
next to the road. The hotel’s entrance
gate is too narrow for a caravan and
even if you do make it, there’s no space
to turn around.

LA 7L
{\—f 7
ta t AW Vo Y
The campsite is a five- \]\1/\?; 7
minute walk from the b

hotel, opposite the water.

There’s a footbridge

over the stream, so send the kids to the
campsite to go find a stand. You’ll have to
drive around the Lake Umuzi development
to get to the campsite, though.

As soon as you'’ve gone through the
main gate at the administration building,
Lake Umuzi Kamp Oase lies below you.
The gate is on higher ground and you look
down on the campsite. In the summer >

The campsite was brand new
when we visited. Here and
there the finishing touches

were still being applied.

PICTURESQUE. Luscious
green lawns, well-spaced
stands, and plenty of
activities to keep young
and old entertained are all
part of the package at Lake
Umuzi Kamp Oase.
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it really does look like an oasis with the
dam, lush green kikuyu grass and willow
trees with their long, loose branches
blowing in the breeze.

When we visited, the camp was brand
new - they were still busy with the final
touches. The building at the gate is going
to be used as a reception office and
accommodation for management. The
cold-water swimming pool will get a hot
counterpart, and the bathrooms still need
a few hooks and soap trays. Management
promised that everything would be
finished by the end of February.

The 72 stands are not numbered or
demarcated, but the location of the braais
and electricity points make it easy to
determine your stand’s borderlines. Each
built-in braai has two braai places, one
for you and one for your neighbour. Most
of the stands are 10 m x 10 m, with a few
on the edges of the campsite that are a
bit bigger.

All the stands are even and have a
thick mat of kikuyu grass. About half
of the stands get shade from the large
willows while the rest are in full sun.

You can’t book a stand so if you want
one in the shade, you'll have to get
there early.

GRANDFATHER WILLOW. You'll have to get
there early if you want to set up camp under
one of the massive willow trees (main). The
campsite also makes provision for the little
ones with a huge play area (below).
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The braais have grids, a work surface,
light, tap and garbage bin. The electricity
boxes are never more than 10 feet away
(remember to bring your blue caravan
plug). Bring your own braai if you rather
want to braai in front of your tent.

There are three round boma-type
braais with cement benches between
the stands on the dam side. It’s not so
much a communal boma for all campers
but rather for two or three friends
camping nearby.

On the western side of the campsite, to
the far left as you drive in, is the Wilger
lapa on the dam’s shores. You can rent the
venue for anything from a wedding to an
office party.

Next to it is a high concrete slab with
a steel-frame structure that’s used as a
stage during music festivals. Here you



can dance till the early
morning hours to music
by big names like Francois
van Coke, Just Jinger and
Watershed.

When the lawn in front of the stage

isn’t packed to the brim with festivalgoers,

it’s available to caravan clubs and large
groups. The space is a bit bigger than a
rugby field and has 18 electricity boxes
each with four power points and a light.

Clean up
If you're in need of water for washing
bodies or dishes, you have to walk to the
main building at the gate. The men’s and
ladies’ bathrooms are below the building,
to the left and right of the scullery.

There are many places that can learn
a thing or two from Umuzi in terms of

www.weg.co.za

FUN FOR ALL. Whether you
like to make a splash like
boisterous youths or simply
prefer to sit quietly around a
fire under a boma, Lake Umuzi
Kamp Oase has you covered.
The braais have a light, work
area and garbage bin (inset).

space and layout.
The communal area
between the shower
cubicles and basins is
spacious enough that there’s
room to move even in peak time.

Another clever plan is the wall that
separates the toilet and washing areas
from each other. There are basins on
each side.

The layout of the men’s and ladies’
sides differs, but both have the same
amenities. The size of the shower cubicles
are also the same. On the ladies’ side
there are four showers and the wet and
dry areas are separated by a wall. The
shower and dressing area is not cramped.
You can put your clothes on the benches
and hang your towel on the hook behind
the door.

There are also two bathrooms with
a bath and basin as well as a bathroom
for babies. The six basins are divided
between the washing and toilet areas
(three on each side) and are fitted in
marble slabs with enough space to
pack things between the basins. There
is a mirror above each one and you
don’t have to bring your own hand
soap because it’s provided, along
with paper towels.

The men have seven showers. The
seven basins are, like on the ladies’
side, also in marble slabs. The baths
and basins don’t have plugs so you
will have to bring your own.

The scullery is covered and is at the
entrance to the bathrooms. The six
double basins are also in marble slabs
with loads of packing space. >
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MAIN ATTRACTION. Witha
variety of slides, a cold-water
pool, and fishing opportuni-
ties for the budding angler,
it's clear that wateris a
huge part of the appeal. The
ablution blocks are modern
and spacious (bottom).

There is a second smaller ablution
building on the edge of the campsite near
the dam. You can’t bath or shower here
but there’s a toilet and a basin on each
side plus two urinals for the guys.

You can take a dip in the cold-water
pool at the main building next to the
bathrooms’ entrance. The round pool
is 1,3 m deep. An indoor heated pool
next to the cold-water pool is under
construction.

Play time

The waterfront is where everything
happens. Once the kids have discovered
this area you won’t see them for the rest
of the weekend. Just make sure they have
a few bucks in their pockets.

The way there starts on the northern
side of the camp and it will take you a full
seven minutes to get there. Just follow
the path over the stream and through
the hotel’s parking lot until you’re past
the hotel’s entrance gate. Right outside
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But it’s absolutely worth
the wait, and once the
kids are inside you're
going to struggle to get
them to leave. The baby
slide will keep toddlers
occupied while the older
kids can attempt the
Fast River Tube slide or
the Blou Mamba. The large
indoor heated pool is very
popular.

While the kids are having a blast,
the parents can unpack a picnic basket
on the lawn and light a fire in the braai.
If you don't feel like having a picnic there
are numerous restaurants next to the
dam where you’ll find something to eat
and drink while you wait for the kids.

Opening and closing times differ
depending on days of the week and
seasons. Visit “¥ lakeumuzi.co.za for
times and contact numbers.

9 Briefly | Lake Umuzi
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Campsite 72 stands, all with grass, a
braai, and electricity. About half of the
stands are in the shade.

This is what it costs

the gate to the right is a smaller gate that @ Rl Ablution facilities Spacious and new.

takes you the waterfront. Price R100 p.n. per stand (maximum 6
At Rocky Waters your budding golfer Fuel (95 octane petrol) @ people). Preschoolers camp for free and

can pretend he’s Louis Oosthuizen on 10 £/100 km and R13-49/L and it's R50 for an extra vehicle on the stand.

the 18-hole putt-putt course. The course 30 km (there and back) RU&5-LY Pets are R50 per pet.

is laid out over multiple levels and there Toll gates (there and back) Contact 3017 631 3452 of 2441

are even a few water holes (R35 p.p.). At R&? or 087 233 5082 “Blakeumuzi.co.za

the Bowling Centre, Mom and Dad can Accommodation (2 nights)RUYO0 “Bwelcome@lakeumuzi.co.za

join the youngsters to roll, hit and throw Food R?785 Arrival and departure times 2 pm en

a few balls. The family can play ten-pin 10 am, unless pre-arranged.

bowling (R40 p.p.; R30 for scholars; R20 Grand total R1L 75764 Road condition Tar road up to the gate.

for toddlers), or, if you can get a group Dirt tracks between the stands.

together, you can play action cricket or

action netball (from R350 per group). GPS 526.515365 E29.176806°
Carnival Square, apparently the biggest  in high school (or taller than 1,35 m) you (Merchant Hotel’s gate)
jungle gym in Africa, is heaven on Earth unfortunately can’t play here. And Mom $26.518393 E29.174848
for the little ones (R50 per hour). The and Dad need to keep an eye on little ones (Lake Umuzi Kamp Oase’s gate)
play area is similar to those you’ll find younger than two years.
in family restaurants, only bigger. There The water play area Aqua Zone is by go! Drive & Camp says You can fish in
are metres and metres of tunnels to far the most popular of all the waterfront both Lake Umuzi’'s dams and see if you
crawl through, a big pit with balls, and entertainment. When the doors open at 10 can hook a black bass, carp or catfish.
a windmill. Suddenly the jungle gym in am there’s already a long queue of excited You do have to release the fish once
the campsite - which itself is not to be kids waiting, and if you get there at you've taken a photo. o

sneezed at - pales in comparison. If you’re  lunchtime you should expect a long wait.

WWW.weg.co.za go! Drive & Camp February 2018163



TRAIL GUIDE | REBELLIE GAME FARM MOUNTAIN TRAIL

We last visited the Rebellie Game Farm in 2010, and during this visit we
focussed on their tough-as-nails Kloof trail. We went back recently to tackle
the family-friendly Mountain trail.

ovember is an excellent time

to visit the Eastern Free State.

There’s the Cherry Festival

in Ficksburg, Clarens goes
into holiday mode, and the Golden Gate
National Park is lush green thanks to the
recent rains. If you get your timing right
you’ll even see some snow on the Maloti
Mountains. If you want to head into the
mountains to build your very own Olaf the
snowman, there’s a nice, family-friendly
4x4 route close by.

Rebellie has two 4x4 trails, but it’s the

tamer Mountain trail with its spectacular

0 Rebellie 4x4 trail

SOUTH AFRICA
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view over the Eastern Free State that gets
the popular vote.

Getting there

From Clarens you drive east towards
Golden Gate. After about 14 km you'll see
the sign for Rebellie Game Farm on your
right. The farm is a part of the Maloti-
Drakensberg Transfrontier Conservation
and Development Area at the foot of the
mountain range. A stretch of dirt road
takes you past a few homesteads and
eventually to the farm’s reception building.
Sign in and then head up the mountain.

Golden Gate
Highlands
National Park

The twin-track trail is occasionally
littered with rocks that require at least all-
wheel drive and basic off-road knowledge
to conquer it. Someone who knows their
bakkie well will more than likely be able
to master the trail with a two-wheel drive
with diff lock only, but it’s not that easy
throughout the trail.

At 2 200 m above sea level, this trail is
one of the highest obstacle courses in the
country. Pull over at the lookout point.
Turn your head to the right and you’ll
look straight down into Lesotho: Rows
and rows of mountains gradually fade to
blue as they disappear over the horizon.
Turn your head to the left and you'll see
the beautiful Golden Gate Highlands
National Park, and on a clear day you
might even see as far as Bethlehem. The
earth is browner on the Lesotho side,
partly because it’s colder and also
because of grazing.

The South African side is verdant since
a veld fire raged along the northern slopes
resulting in new growth. The northern
slope is also a conservation area where
the growth of the veld’s natural flora is
encouraged.
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Maximum amount of vehicles allowed
Officially 12 per day.

Do | get a map No.

Will my vehicle get scrapes? It's unlikely.
Do I need to take a compressor? No,
except to fix flat tyres.

Can we braai next to the road? No.
Can | turn around half way? No.

Will | see game? Yes, eland, zebra, red
hartebeest, black wildebeest, blesbuck,
springbuck, grey and red rhebok.

THE ROUTE

Best time to go All year.

Can | take my family? You can absolutely
take your family.

For the day or for the weekend? The
route takes only a few hours.

Are there ablution facilities? No, it'll
have to be a spade.

WATCH OUT FOR THAT... It's not an
overly challenging route but if you

don’t pay attention you can seriously Directions The route is on the farm
damage your vehide. It’s also a lo-ong Rebellie.
way down if you leave the road. GPS coordinates 528.529102 E28.466924
(entrance), 528.577061 E28.473512 (route
The trail ends on a patch of grass ample space for tents and stands for begins)
against the slope of the mountain where caravans around a large barn. The barn Costs (4x4 trails)
you can park and pitch your tent. There used to house helicopters, but these days R200 per vehicle per 4x4 trail.
are no facilities and you need be self- it’s where you'll find the ablution facilities, R300 for both 4x4 trails.
sufficient. For day visitors this is the turn- a bar, kitchen, and a reception area. In the R100 per quad bike or motorbike.
around point and the trail follows the winter the fires in the fireplace warm up R30 per mountain bike or hiker.
same way back to the farm. campers before they turn in for the night. Costs (accommodation)
Day visitors are welcome, but they are R100 per stand
Can | camp there? only allowed to tackle the trail with a four- R1 500 to R3 000 per chalet or bungalow
Except for the small campsite in the wheel-drive vehicle. If you stay the night Contact
mountain, Rebellie offers more formal you can do the trail with your own quad or Nic Prinsloo @ 083 627 8391 Braam Greeff
accommodation for 35 people inside motorcycle. You can also hike the route or @082 452 6131 “Brebelliec@mweb.co.za
chalets and bungalows. There’s also pedal up with your mountain bike. “Erebellie.co.za o
B0mT ROUTE PROFILE
2200m~ Elevation Turnaround point O
2100m = Lookout point
2000m =
1900 m Route begins ()
1800m = S
1700m ?Farm gate
1600m T T T T T T T T T T T 1
Tkm 2km 3km 4km 5km 6km 7km 8km 9km 10km 11km 12km
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After finding out about Bendito Ranch on a camping page on Facebook,
Johnny and Judy Rademan from Sasolburg finally managed to book a
spot for a recent long weekend.

‘ ‘ It took us nearly two years to
book a spot over a weekend at the

evidently very popular Bendito Ranch,
which is about 25 km outside Mokopane.
So we made the most of it by taking along
our cousins Mercia and Pieter Jacobson
and their two daughters, aged 16 and 10.
We hitched our Jurgens Safari Xplorer to
our Ford Ranger 2.2 double cab 4x2 and
headed to Limpopo from Sasolburg via the
R59, N1, and R101. The journey took us
about four and a half hours.

Describe Bendito Ranch to those who
have not had the pleasure.

This is a proper bush camp so don’t expect
any running water or electricity supply.
There are storage drums at the stands that
the staff fills with enough water for your
stay. There’s also ample wood provided.

What do the facilities look like?

Not really grassy, but there’s firm soil at
the stands and plenty of shade trees. The
ablution facilities are rustic but private,
with a long-drop toilet setup and the
shower water provided by a bucket. You
heat your own water. It’s all perched on a
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BACK TO BASICS. The
facilities may be bare-bones
but they're also neat and
tidy. Showering requires a
bit of planning but it works
well and it does make you
appreciate the luxuries of
home.




BOMBS AWAY. The long-drop is light years removed
from those filthy planks of old that covered a
smelly hole in the ground. These toilets are neat
and hygienic. The shower cubicle has a broad shelf
on which to pack your toiletries.

concrete stand with simple shade netting
for privacy.

What other kind of accommodation

is available?

We didn’t really venture that way, but
there are furnished rooms available in the
self-catering farmhouse. There are three
bush campsites, all located far enough
from each other so you feel secluded.
Each site is big enough for about three
off-road trailers or caravans.

What activities are there?

There’s 24 km of trails on the ranch for
hikers and mountain bikers. You can also
ride your own horse if you've brought one
along - and there are fully equipped stables
to house the animal comfortably. Bird-
watchers will have fish eagles to look out
for. You can also go on a game drive with

o

Johnny and Judy each win a pair of
Hi-Tec Strand “shandals” worth R599 each.
It's the perfect choice of protection and
has the breathability you're looking for.
It's designed to walk on uneven or rocky
terrain and will help keep your feet safe
while enjoying your summer activities.
How? With only the best features, like a
synthetic upper for added comfort,
durability and breathability. A bungy cord
and heel adjustment provides a versatile
fit, and an EVA midsole and foot bed adds
extra cushioning for you to enjoy those
longer walks on the beach. (4]
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your own vehicle. There are 25 species to
tick off your list, including Cape buffalo,
zebra, kudu, giraffe, leopard, impala and
brown hyena. Hunting is also available
on request.

Any advice for first-timers?

Definitely take enough food and drinking
water with you and fill up in Mokopane,
especially if you’re going to do game
drives, explore the region, and stay for an
extended period. It costs R250 per stand

per night and R60 p.p.p.n. Also be ,,

sure to book well in advance.
Contact @015 004 2585,
“Bbenditoranch@vodamail.co.za

www.benditoranch.co.za
GPS S24.052029, E29.097977
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| FIND
YOUR NEXT
CARAVAN OR
TRAILER

And view
it from
every angle.

Visit our user-friendly website or App
and find your next caravan or camper-
trailer quickly and easily. You can also
view each product with our latest
360° Interior View feature, allowing
you to interact with the product and
see it from every angle. Enhance your
viewing experience and find your
perfect match with Carfind.co.za

Larfind.co.za
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REEL & WHEEL

Red alert

At Salt Rock you can try to hook anything from a kingfish to a shad,
but rather give a seventy-four a wide berth.

to Pietermaritzburg
P KwaDukuza

/& Salt Rock

Umhlanga

O Durban

681 February 2018

Salt Rock Caravan Park

Worth its salt

The resort lies on the KwaZulu-Natal
coast, opposite an impressive man-made
tidal pool in between the rocks. This pool
is also the launching pad for your bait,
which will hopefully help get a few fish
on the hook.

The campsite has a top section - to
the left of the entrance gate - and a
bottom section that stretches down a
slope to the sea. You'll find the reception
office as you drive through the gate - it
towers out over the five terraces and
its stands.

The bottom stands are clearly marked
with newly painted numbers on a side-
walk as well as a number on the garbage
bin. Some of the numbers even have an
arrow next to it pointing in the direction
of the stand.

There’s not much space between you

There’s fine grass on your stand where
you can park your caravan and next to
it is a rectangular block that’s covered in
synthetic grass. This block isn’t the only
small luxury - on the ground where you
park your caravan are three concrete
blocks for your caravan’s wheels and nose
wheel. Thanks to these blocks you don’t
need a spirit level. Once you’ve parked
your caravan on it, it’s level.

The bathrooms for the bottom camp-
ers are closer to the office. Here you’ll find
marble slabs with ceramic basins, and the
shower cubicle has a dry and wet side with
the shower section behind a glass door.

The top stands are in a bushy garden,
but if you want to get your hook in the
water you have to walk down the hill past
the bottom stands.

Some of the stands have no partition
between them and others are separate




The tidal pool opposite the
bottom stands is 85 m long,

making it longer than an
Olympic-sized swimming

pool. It stretches across the
entire width of the resort. It’s
not square or rectangular like
many other tidal pools; it’s
Y-shaped with a curved bottom
part. From the campsite there’s
a 20 m concrete wall across the

Fish Kingfish, snoek, dusky and
sand shark, strepie, galjoen,
stumpnose, leatherfish and
shad.

Campsite 101 stands in 2
camps - 34 are close to the
beach, 6 next to the beach, and
61 further from the beach and
more sheltered.

Ablution facilities 3 clean
ablution blocks, one of which is
in need of some attention.
Price From R320 p.n. per stand

g Briefly | Salt Rock Caravan Park

sand to the pool that you walk
along to the water.

On the farthest point of the
pool is a lookout point that
looks like the corner tower of
a castle and is about a storey
high. Fishermen use this
point’s height to cast farther.
The odds of reeling in a few
shads are good, and sardines
are popular bait.

for the first 2 people plus R85
for each additional person, to
R985 and R120 respectively
depending on the season.
Arrival and departure times
11amand 10 am.

Contact @032 525 5025

‘% hotel@saltrockbeach.co.za

% saltrockbeach.co.za

Closest town? Umbhlali (4,8 km)
Road condition Tar all the way.

GPS 529.504569 E31.236788

go! Drive & Camp says
If your fishing permit has
expired, the nearest post
office is in Umhlali (5 km).

FISH SPECIES
Seventy-four
Polysteganus undulosus

Seventy-four are found only

in South Africa, but because
of over-fishing their range has
shrunk to the area between
Sodwana Bay in KwaZulu-Natal
and the Agulhas banks. This
oval-shaped fish has a silver
body with blue and yellow
strips along its side. Adults
have a large black dot on their
side, above the pectoral fin.
Size and biology Seventy-four
live long, reaching a maximum
age of 20 years and a maxi-
mum length of 1 m. Spawning
takes place from late winter to
spring near offshore reefs.
Habitat Adults are mostly
found in large shoals on deep
offshore reefs in depths of 40
to 160 m. Juveniles are also
found on offshore reefs, but
slightly shallower, from depths
of 20 m in the Eastern and
Western Cape.

What do they eat? Adults
feed mostly on other fish
species such as sardines and
mackerel, but they can also
eat squid, octopus and crusta-

ceans (crabs). Juveniles mostly
eat smaller animals such as
shrimps.

Seventy-four were inten-
sively fished by commercial
and recreational boat-based
fishers until a ban was put in
place in 1998. The ban is still in
effect today but there seems
to be evidence of juveniles in
the Eastern Cape.

That’s a record 14,1 kg, caught
in 1973.
SASSI status The
seventy-four is on
the red list and is
protected by law. No
one in the country is allowed
to catch, buy or sell one.

Text Dr. Taryn Murray Sketch
Elaine Heemstra © South African
Institute for Aquatic Biodiversity

According to Coastal Fishes of
Southern African the Seventy-
four is named for the spots and
lines on its body that resemble
the gun ports of a 16" century
warship. - Ed (4]
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First he camped with a tent and a small caravan, but after Jurie van Dyk
from Jeffreys Bay saw a teardrop trailer, he knew he had to have one.
So he decided to build one himself.

urie’s earliest memory of camping
was his dad coming home from work
on a Friday afternoon and loading a
two-man tent, two sleeping bags,
two bundles of wood, meat, and a
two-litre Coke into a beach buggy and the
two of them setting off. Once they reached
the ocean they would travel kilometres
down the sandy beach looking for a spot
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to pitch camp. There they would sleep and
fish, with no people around for miles. The
simplicity of those outings have always
stayed with him, says Jurie.

The problem

I am an outdoor enthusiast who enjoys

(" ¢ fly-fishing, trail running, triathlons
% and surfing. I have tried different

ways of camping over the years, but the
problem was always to what an extent a
certain aspect of camping got in the way
of my outdoor activities.

For many years a tent was my only
option, but it’s so time-consuming to
pitch the tent and set up the rest of the
camp that I didn’t have enough time to
enjoy the outdoors.



was called a teardrop camper and it was
a modern revival of the classic 1930-40s
DIY caravan.

I started doing some research and
found that the trend was taking off
rapidly in the States. It became clear
that this might be the solution to my
problems.

The only issue was that if I wanted
one I would have to build it myself
because the ones I was interested in
were not sold or built in South Africa.
So I decided “Why not?” I have a strong

architectural background after all. (I
completed my studies in 1999 and have
been running my own architectural
practice ever since.)

Because I had never built anything of
this kind before, my idea was to approach
it like I would any architectural project:
research it, find out exactly which skills
and trades were involved, and then plan
itdowntoaT.

Fortunately for me we live in an
amazing time where you can visit
sites like YouTube, for instance, and >

Another factor that counted
heavily against tent camping was how
uncomfortably I slept, especially when
I was really tired. And then there were
the times that I camped in the rain or in
strong winds, forcing me to sleep on the
back seat of my car more than once.

A few years ago I bought a small
1974 model Gypsey 1, hoping that this
would solve my problems. It did to a
certain extent, but it came with its own
challenges. It was still a mission to set
up camp on my own, and the difficulty
with a caravan is that you need people
to help you manoeuvre it.

Add to that bad fuel economy and
the endless struggle to find suitable
campsites that could fulfil all my needs,
and soon I went camping twice a year
and not twice a month.

The solution
A tiny, incredible-looking caravan kept
popping up in my social media feeds. It

PLANNING IS EVERYTHING. When Jurie
decided to build his teardrop caravan,
he knew he had to plan it down to

the smallest detail. Using 2D and 3D
computer design programs, he could
calculate and iron out any flaws. Only
after all the detailed design and plan-
ning work did he begin construction
right in his own garage.
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find thousands of examples of people
showing you how they built something
- in this case a teardrop trailer. I used

this resource often during construction,

and I would definitely recommend this to

anyone thinking of taking on any kind of
DIY project.

I went about designing my teardrop
using a method called “from the skin
in”. It’s a design method used in the
automotive industry. The main idea
is that you start with the shape of the
vehicle and work your way back to
the structure.

My first task was to find a shape
that I really liked, and after recreating
the shape in 2D CAD software, I went
to my 3D program, Sketchup, and
started planning the structure. I built
the complete trailer virtually with
my 3D software to make sure that all
issues were ironed out before I started
construction.

I cannot emphasise the importance
of this enough if you want a successful
project. If you try to do this by eyeballing
it while you build, you will run into
problems somewhere down the line and
you will see that in the finished product.
As the saying goes, failing to plan is
planning to fail, and when you add up
the material costs, that isn’t an option.

The big build

I have to point out that I am not one of
those guys who spends weekends in his
garage building things. Don’t get me
wrong, I am pretty handy when it comes
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LOCAL IS LEKKER. Jurie decided to
build his caravan with materials
he could find at the local hardware

store. He only struggled with bend-
ing the lower ends of the caravan’s
plywood sheeting.

to DIY projects, but the last time I worked
with wood was 23 years ago when I was
in matric. I much prefer spending my
time outside in nature.

For that reason I don’t have a lot of
tools. The only tools I own are a circular
saw (that I turned into a table saw by
tying a cable tie to the switch so that it’s
permanently on and then you switch it
on and off on a multiplug), a jigsaw that
I bought from Checkers 10 years ago, a
drill, and a router that my dad had since I
was in school. That’s it! But in hindsight
that’s all you really need.

The build went pretty smoothly,
and I chalk that up to good planning.
I managed to build the teardrop by
myself, and the only thing I really
struggled with was bending the
lower ends of the plywood.

From the beginning my idea was
to only use material that I could buy
from our local hardware store, but
what you really need for this project
is bendable plywood. I will definitely
order that next time.

I designed the trailer base and had
it made by a registered professional



trailer builder. I designed the doors and
had those made by a specialist. I felt
those were the items you shouldn’t
compromise on. The roof vent was an
off-the-shelf RV vent.

I finished the exterior off with a layer
of aluminium that I glued on with strong
epoxy glue. I used treated plywood for
the interior walls and floors.

I bought a double foam mattress, but
because the trailer is slightly smaller
than a double bed, I had to cut about 100
mm off the length of the mattress.

At the top of the trailer I built in two
cupboards. The one I turned into a kitchen
and the other one is for our clothing.

The long and short of it

My teardrop weighs 440 kg. The trailer
base weighs 140 kg and the body 300 kg.
It has a nose weight of 66 kg, but with
the next one I'm going to aim to get it
close to 40 kg. I have a little bit of room
to move the axle forward, but I’ll have to
carefully look at the positioning of the
wheels and the doors. But the trailer tows
like a dream.

I paid about R45 000 for the materials,
and in terms of size I intentionally kept it
to the dimensions of a standard sheet of
wood (2 400 mm x 1 200 mm). The body
is therefore 2 400 mm long, the height is
1 200 mm, and the internal width is

SHINY. Jurie finished

off the caravan’s exterior
with aluminium panels that
he glued to the wooden
frame using epoxy glue. The
interior finish is plywood
that’s been treated with
alick of varnish. After

the project was finally
completed, the only thing

it lacked was a name. Jurie
decided on Scotti B, an
anagram of biscotti.

1 200 wide — which is about as big as a
double bed.

I also put 14” tyres on the trailer for
easier gravel road towing.

I was sitting in a coffee shop one day
and realised the biscotti accompanying
my coffee had the same shape as my
teardrop. And right there I decided to
name my trailer Scotti B.

Let’s go camping

I'm happy to report that the teardrop
lived up to every imaginable expectation
I had for a “hook-up and go” vehicle. >
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DONE AND DUSTED.
One can hardly believe
that this caravan was
built using just four
power tools. The secret,
says Jurie, lies in his
planning process.

The ground clearance height and 14”
wheels allow me to access areas that
conventional caravans can't.

I can easily hitch and manoeuvre the
camper myself, and there is no setup
time when you reach your destination.
The space inside is more than comfor-
table, and having a hardcover that
protects you from the elements is
worth its weight in gold.

Final thoughts
A friend asked me what the one
thing was that I took away from this
experience. I had to think about it for
a while, but I now know what it is.

We often look at caravan prices and
think they are completely over the top.
I looked at the costs of teardrops in the
States and thought I could build it for
a fraction of that. And yes, I could. And
maybe you can too.

But then you have to build it
for yourself and not expect to be
compensated for your labour. As soon
as you start building it for others you’ll
have put a value on your time. And that’s
when it becomes expensive.

I have to thank my wife, Colette, for her
patience with a husband who decided
to build a teardrop in their garage. I
built this trailer at a time when money
was rather tight but she supported me
throughout the whole process. I 5 g

could not have done it without her.

Jurie wins a Camp Cover Bundu-bag
worth R500. The multifunction bag has

= been designed so that you can useitas a
= first-aid kit or simply as a suitcase. Have a
look at Camp Cover’s range of excellent
protective covers on their website.
“Blcampcover.co.za (&)

CAMP ¢
COVER o
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“ ONE-DAY
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WORKSHOPS

Learn to take
photos like a pro

Join us on a one-day workshop of all things camera-related.
We'll show you how to operate your camera so you'll
be inspired to get out there and capture the world
around you - a lion in the Kruger Park, a pretty
sunset, your grandkids playing...

Our picture editor, Shelley Christians, will facilitate the course
and she will be joined by another member of the go! team.
Come armed with your point-and-shoot or D-SLR
and we'll help you improve your photography.

WHEN?

3 February 2018, Evertsdal R1750 per person,

Guesthouse, Durbanville including lunch

24 February 2018, Velmore
Hotel, Centurion, Pretoria

BOOK NOW!

Contact Donvé Myburgh @ 021443 9830;
“ donve.myburgh@media24.com

HANDS-ON ATTENTION © LUNCH
COMPREHENSIVE COURSE NOTES

i ———

——

- Join-our-expert

~travel workshops = in one day!
BREAKFAST: BOTSWANA
LUNCH: NAMIBIA

Need-to-know information, where to go and how to do it.
A single session costs R550 per person; both sessions R900,
including food and drinks.

m a free copy of our guides
PAARL PRETORIA
17 February 2018 24 February 2018
Rhebokskloof Blue Crane Restaurant,

Wine Estate

Austin Roberts Bird Sanctuary

BOOK NOW!
Contact Donvé Myburgh @ 0214439830,
‘A donve.myburgh@media24.com

Join us at one of the sessions
and stand a chance to win a

BOTSWANA HOLIDAY FOR TWO!

The lucky pair will visit iconic destinations in
northern Botswana and also visit the Caprivi
in Namibia and Vic Falls in Zimbabwe.

11 days, 10 nights
worth R29900!

MpataTravel
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wIn terms'of size;-as.a sport utility vehicleythe Kugz ison the smaller side of
pectrum;,but things are quite different when it comes to its towing ability.
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FORD KUGA 1.5 ECOBOOST TREND (AUTOMATIC)
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ntil recently Ford had their hands full with

the Kuga debacle. The manufacturer claims

it has fixed the problem and has updated

the current models. That includes technology
like better protection for pedestrians in case of an accident,
roll stability control, and a rear-view camera - all standard
on new models. The latest version of Ford’s MyKey tech-
nology also forms part of the upgrade. With this you can,
for example, limit your top speed and turn the sound
system’s volume off until every passenger in the Kuga
puts on their seat belts.

Small engines: The way of the future

You have a choice between two engine sizes: 1,5 £ petrol
or a2 £ diesel or petrol. The top model diesel kicks out
an impressive 400 Nm and you're not going to struggle
going uphill with a caravan. For the tow test we sacrificed
the torque because we got behind the wheel of the 1,5 £.
Besides the 160 Nm less torque, this model also doesn’t
have all-wheel drive - only front-wheel drive. By the way,
all the petrol models’ towing capacity is fixed at 1 600 kg
and 200 kg more for the diesel models.

The 1,5 £ is by no means an inferior towing vehicle.
Thirty years ago, towing a medium-sized caravan with a
1,5 £ petrol engine was unheard of. But vehicle manufac-
turers started designing smaller and stronger engines.
Take, for example, the erstwhile Toyota Cressida Gli-6: In
the mid-Eighties this six-cylinder 2 £ engine was a decent
machine but it only produced 162 Nm. That’s about a third
less than the 1,5 £ Kuga, whose engine is also a quarter
smaller. In those days a V6 3£ in front of a caravan was
what you wanted. Nobody would have been able to fault
a Ford Sierra XR-6 as a towing vehicle. If you compare
the XR-6 engine and the Kuga’s 1,5 £, it's another prime
example of how manufacturers are now building smaller
and stronger engines. The XR-6's engine delivered 237 Nm
and the Kuga’s slightly better with its 240 Nm. The engine
is, therefore, half the size with the same torque. The Kuga's
turbocharger does lend a hand, though.

The towing figures

The test vehicle was fitted with a Oris removable tow

bar. The 1 600 kg that the Kuga is allowed to tow is in

line with its tare weight (1 660 kg). That means you're
allowed to legally tow most of the caravans on the
market. The weight that the tow bar is allowed to carry
on the ball also meets the law’s minimum allowed weight
of 100 kg.

As arule it’s advisable to try to get a caravan’s nose as
close to 100 kg as possible, but it's not always possible
with smaller caravans. In such a case, pack most of your
load in front in the caravan. It helps combat sway should
the caravan follow its own head when you're driving faster.
Ford recommends a minimum nose weight of 4% of the
caravan’s weight. During the test the Romany tipped the
scale at 1 060 kg. That means a nose weight of 42,4 kg
or more. >
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Ford’s 1 600 kg towing capacity limit is
quite high for a car of this size, but the tow
bar tube (50 mm x 70 mm) can handle it.

Its D-value - the weight at which the tow
bar’s towing capacity test was done - is

11 kN (1 122 kg). The ball is 47 cm above
the ground and a good coupler height for
standard caravans. Because the tow bar’s
removable part is of the goose neck variety,
you won't be able to fit a drop plate.

It's also very important to adjust the tyre
pressure when you tow; especially the rear
tyres. Ford recommends a 0,2 bar higher
pressure versus the prescribed 2,8 bar. The
rear tyres should therefore be 3 bar, but it
goes without saying that this extra pressure
shouldn’t exceed the specific tyre’s maximum
pressure. The test vehicle was fitted with
Continental ContiSportContact 235/50 R18
tyres with a maximum pressure of 3,5 bar.

Pure indulgence

The Kuga's tailgate is similar to most other
sport utility vehicles’and opens upwards.
That'’s all fine and dandy but not all of them
close that easily. With some you struggle
because there isn’t anything to grab hold

of when you need to pull the door down. In
terms of this, the Kuga is ahead of the game
because it has a round bar to the right in the
door that you can easily grip. The two front
doors’inside handles look similar, and it’s a
clever design.

This model is R70 000 shy of half a million,
and you can see the frills when you open the
door: From the electrically adjustable driver
seat to the beam angle of the lights with no
less than nine settings. The steering wheel
looks like it would be at home in a Boeing's
cabin. You literally can't fit more buttons on
it: From the standard radio settings right
through to the lane assist and even gear
paddles that stick out like ears behind the
wheel. The dashboard has four analogue
meters. The rev counter is on the left, with
the speedometer on the other side and the
fuel and temperature gauges smaller and
in the middle at the bottom. The computer
screen is above the smaller meters and has
the same amount of detail as the steering
wheel. You can choose between a number of
screens depending on what info you want to
see. There’s also a screen with comprehensive
info that shows everything at once: From the
odometer, the average and current fuel con-
sumption, and how many kilometres you can
still travel before the tank is empty.

Ford takes seat belt safety seriously. The
computer knows when someone is sitting on
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a seat and is not buckled in and even sounds
an alarm when someone unbuckles while the
car is moving. A graphics displaying all the
seats will show who is and who isn’t wearing
their seat belt.

Two USB sockets are hidden away in the
compartment between the two front seats,
and there’s a 12V socket at the gear lever.
Behind the compartment — where the rear
passengers are — is another 230 V socket.
Where the 12V socket uses a 180 W fuse,
the rear socket is restricted to 150 W. That
means its safe to plug in a cellphone or tablet
charger but your daughter’s hair dryer will
mean the end of the socket’s fuse. So don't
just plug in any equipment here. Ford also
warns to not plug in tube TVs, vacuum cleaners,
compressor-driven freezers or electric blankets.
(So you can’t snuggle under your electric blanket
watching TV and vacuuming while you wait for
an ice-cold beer. - Ed)

Kuga.

HEAD TURNER. The new
Kuga's neat lines, stylish
alloys, dominant grille
up front and jewel-like
head- and tail lamps are
definitely eye-catching.
A towing mirror also fits
effortlessly onto the
side mirrors if you're
going to haul a caravan
that’s wider than the

The reverse screen in the Kuga looks
exactly like the one Ford uses in the Ranger
bakkie. It has index lines that show the line
in which you're reversing. In the middle -
between the two outside lines — is a dotted
line that indicates the middle of the lane. You
can use this to reverse accurately if you aim
the dotted line at the caravan’s coupler.

Just like the Ranger, the lines disappear
once you've hitched a caravan; the Kuga,
therefore, knows you're about to tow. When
you connect the caravan’s light plug a note
flashes on the dashboard saying the blind
spot sensors will be switched off because
of the caravan on the tow bar. When you
reverse, the rear sensors still sound, but you
can switch it off.

The kids each have a tray table that folds
out from the back of the front seats. A cup-
sized round hole will prevent spills when dad
slams the brakes unexpectedly.




Pieter Crous

has been towing caravans
since the previous century.
This is what he thinks...

‘ ‘ I love the grille that Ford

puts on their vehicles
these days; that counts for the
Kuga as well.

The driver seat is electrically
adjustable. | like sitting high and
you can set this one surprisingly
high. Inside, the Kuga is painfully
neat and you get a sense of dura-
bility that you usually associate
with German vehicles.

When the car wants to bring
something to your attention, it
simply shows a symbol on the
dashboard. It also shows a typed
out message like “passenger door
open”. It makes your life easier
because you know exactly what
the problem is. The information
on the screen is comprehensive,
and besides all the standard
readings - like the current fuel
consumption — the computer
also warns you when you've
been driving for too long and
then suggests you take a break.

The Kuga is surprisingly quiet
inside; you don't even hear the
engine. The model is basically
full-house and you're spoiled
with all the luxuries. Yet you can't
see in which gear the automatic
gearbox is. If you use the paddle
shifts, though, it does show you
what gear you're changing to.

The reverse screen is a bit
deep in the panel, especially
at the bottom. And this is the
spot where you have to press
the screen so it makes it a bit
uncomfortable.

The 1,5 £ engine is small, but
with the 240 Nm the acceleration
doesn’t disappoint. The gearbox
changes fast, but there’s a slight
hesitation when you put your
foot down.

Its Lane Keep Assist works well.
When you come too close to the
white or yellow line, the computer
lightly adjusts the steering so
you don't cross the line. You
can't, however, hand over full
control to the Kuga, because as
soon as you take your hands off
the wheel, the computer will give
you a warning.

It takes time getting used to
the front-wheel drive, and you
feel it specifically where you put
your foot down in a turn and
the engine pulls the steering
forward.

The Kuga has disc brakes on all
wheels, which means having to
stop quickly is not a problem.

| like the Kuga and ,,

would buy one.

CHECK THIS OUT. The
rear door has a practical
handle to make it easier
to pull it down to the
cdosed position. Behind
the front seats a fold-
down tray table just like
those you would find
on an airplane provides
a handy space to keep
your drink and a book
or tablet.

FINGERTIP FRENZY.
You'll have to spend
some time familia-
rising yourself with
the all the buttons
on the multifunction
steering wheel.

13+ Trip computer 1
= A Lls]
22.4km (11.1 wi=

i ] =

i<
' oo 624Kkm |
005241km  PRNDS

TURN LEFT NOW. The satellite navigation display is large and clear,
butssits a little too deep in the fascia recess to make easy adjustments.
The digital screen between the analogue dials displays important
information regarding your journey, such as the average and current
fuel consumption, as well as distance to empty. >
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On the tow bar

Make Gypsey

Model Romany

Year model 2012

Tare weight 1 060 kg

GVM 1225 kg

Loaded weight on the axle
during testing 1 140 kg
(weighed hitched to the Kuga)

Nose weight 60 kg

go! Drive & Camp borrowed
the Gypsey Romany from
Tygerberg Caravans. Phone
Wesley Dempster on @ 021
9824670 for a closer look.

‘B tygerbergcaravans.co.za

NOW YOU SEE ME...

As soon as you hitch 16

a caravan onto the
Kuga’s tow bar, the
computer will inform
you that the blind spot
warning system will no
longer be active. You'll
be able to turn off the
reverse parking sensors
manually if they start to
annoy you.

TOW PROFILE

Elevation
227m =

200m =1

150m =

)Kraaifontein
100m =

55m =

Q
o
l [ ':l\“

5303 km

Trip computer 1
BUS

not available

Trailer attached

PRNDS

Before you open your wallet

What does the book say?
Fuel Petrol

Engine 1,498 £

Cylinders Inline-four

Power 132 kW @ 6 000 rpm
Torque 240 Nm @ 1 600-4 000
rpm

Transmission 6-speed
(automatic)

Drive chain Front wheels

Tare 1 660 kg

GVM 2 100 kg

GCM 4100 kg

Wading depth Not available
Towing ability for trailer with
overrun brakes Ford allows up
to 1 600 kg.

Measurements 4 524 mm (1);
1838 mm (w); 1 703 mm (h)
Wheel base 2 690 mm

Track width 1 554-1 574 mm
(front and rear)

Ground clearance 197 mm
Fuel tank 60 £

Price (new) From R427 900
Price (second-hand) Roughly
R369 900 for a 2017 model with
10 000 km on the clock.

Fast facts
The tow bar The tow bar
does not come standard
and costs an additional R6 033

(R14 981 for the retractable tow
bar).
i@@ Suspension Independent
front and rear suspension.
Under the 60 kg nose weight
the Kuga's tail dropped a mere
centimetre.
:E What does the scale
say? 1 780 kg with a full
tank of fuel, the driver in the
Kuga, as well as the 60 kg nose
weight of the Romany on the
ball of the tow bar. The total
combination weight (GCM) was
2 920 kg, which leaves you with
just more than a ton for all the
passengers and the luggage in
the car and the caravan. The
GCM is fixed at 4 100 kg, but
that counts to 1 000 m above
sea level on a gradient of no
more than 12%. For every 1 000
m over, the permitted GCM
decreases with 10%. That's rele-
vant in places like Dullstroom
where you tow at more than
2 000 m above sea level.
Interior If you're six feet,
you have four fingers
above your head
(with the seat
set high), and
at the back

= i |
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just as much in front of your
knees and a finger more above
your head.
Speed The speedometer’s
bl reading was 5 km/h faster
when the GPS was on 95 km/h.
Fuel consumption A
reasonable 15,5 £/100 km
(6,6 km/2) for this size turbo-
petrol engine and a caravan in
tow. The wind also didn't help;
it was strong and mostly a
crosswind. The Kuga's computer,
however, was more pessimistic
about the consumption and
read 18,6 £/100 km (5,4 km/2).
Interior finishes
Predominantly black,
painfully neat, and durable.
+ Extras Among others,
metallic spray paint
R1 200, 18" alloy wheels for

Trend models R5 250, Driver
Assistance package for Trend
and Titanium models R15 450,
styling pack for the Titanium
model R19 550, and touch
screen with navigation R5 044.

M Other models?

8 1.5 EcoBoost Ambiente
R368 800; 1.5 EcoBoost
Ambiente (auto) R381 900;
1.5 EcoBoost Trend R406 400;
2.0 TDCi Trend (auto)

R483 900; 2.0 EcoBoost
Titanium (auto) R497 900;
2.0 TDCi Titanium Powershift
(auto) R506 900

go! Drive & Camp says
Ford warns against towing
faster than 100 km/h with
the Kuga.

The test
Distance 102,5 km

back roads and built-up areas)
Driving time 3 hours 15 minutes.

Top speed 100 km/h (speedometer reading)
Average speed (stop times included) 31,69 km/h (highways,

Weather 18 °C, partly cloudy with drizzle and a strong 23 km/h
crosswind from the south-southwest. ©

O Bottelary Road

— e — A

Kraaifontein (=

T
70km

T
80 km

T
90 km 103 km

From the competitors
(two-wheel drive and petrol)

Volkswagen Tiguan 1.4 TSI Comfortline

R479 900

Hyundai Tucson 1.6T GDi Executive

R449 900
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Nissan Qashqai 1.6 Turbo Acenta m

R407 900
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CARAVAN TEST

Custom Canopies’ smallest off-road trailer, the Lion’s Cub, is the
perfect match for small towing vehicles — and it comes at a very 7
reasonable price too. ST

Text and photos Cyril Klopper
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mall SUVs like the
Suzuki Jimny and Ford
Ecosport work great
in cities with narrow
streets and tight parking
spaces, but when it comes to
towing, these guys drew the
short end of the stick.
Jan Venter of Custom
Canopies saw the need for
an affordable lightweight

off-road trailer and built the
Lion’s Cub for light towing
vehicles. Jan says he fixed the
tare at 250 kg.

We unhitched this trailer
in Limpopo and for four days
sought shelter in it from the
Bushveld’s heavy thunder-
storms and sweltering heat to
find out if the confined space
would give us cabin fever.

To the right, in front,
and on top

The Lion’s Cub doesn’t have a
nosecone. To save on weight
and curb length, there’s a
small shelf with a full-size

14" spare tyre and two gas
cylinders. The cylinder on the
left feeds the shower at the
back of the Cub, and the bottle
on the right is for the gas
stove in the fold-out kitchen.
The spade above the spare
wheel is not for when you get
an unexpected urge to do
some gardening.

There’s an electricity socket
on the right-hand side panel,
in front of the axle. Behind a
panel that stretches across
basically the entire length of
the right-hand side is a slide-

out bed. By unclipping it and
pulling on its handles, the
slide-out appears effortlessly
from the Cub’s body. The slide-
out also has a window that
slides open as well as a fold-
away washing line.

A 120 W solar panel on top
of the roof supplies electricity
to the battery system. Behind
the solar panel is a rack that is
large enough for at least four
huge bags of firewood or a
battery of jerry cans.

The roof pops up easily with
the help of gas struts — but
closing the roof requires quite
a bit more elbow grease. With
one hand you need to pull on
a strap which lowers the roof
half way down and with the
other hand you have to push
against the window frame
so that the entire structure
collapses inward and down.
It's easy for tall guys, but if
you're built like Danny DeVito,
you're going to struggle.

Behind the roof is a long
toolbox made of aluminium
chequer plate - perfect for
hammers, extra tent poles,
and random spares. >
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CARAVAN TEST

The Cub’s entrance is to the
left in the back and access is
made easy via a fold-down
step. The number plate is
mounted below the step and
is only visible when the step is
folded up. Next to the step is

a copper tap that's connected
to a built-in 60 £ water tank. To
the right of the door is a lock-
able cupboard where you'll
find a pump-powered 5,5 £
gas shower (also connected

to the water tank). Above the
entrance and shower is an LED
strip that changes colour from
white to yellow to red at the
press of a button.

On the Cub’s left side is an
aluminium table that folds flat
against the body and clips in
place. Next to the table, above
the axle, is a split hatch.

The top half flips open to
form a makeshift canopy and
the bottom part folds down

v

At the back, to the left, and below

horizontally. There is a twin gas
cooker on the bottom hatch.

The fold-out kitchen is well
equipped - there are plates,
glasses, and cutlery for two -
but there is no LED roof light.
Thereis a 12V Hella socket in
the panel to the left above the
fold-out kitchen.

Next to the kitchenis a
another door that swings to
the left - this is where you'll
find the fridge-freezer on a
drawer. On the inside of the
door is a folding frame that
holds a basin and a drying
rack. There’s a fold-out canvas
canopy with side panels so you
can cook even if it's raining.

You drop the four corner
steadies by pulling on a red
tab at each one. With the
steadies deployed it's a simple
matter to crank them with a
standard wheel spanner until
the Cub is level.
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How does it tow?

We towed the Lion’s Cub
with a Volkswagen Amarok
V6 (totally OTT, we know).
Thanks to the Cub’s low
mass it doesn’t require
overrun brakes, and with
its low profile it barely feels
like it's on the tow bar, even
during windy conditions.
You only notice the
weight once you brake, but
it doesn't feel like a heavy
trailer pushing against your

vehicle - it's more like 15
bags of cement on the back
of a bakkie.

The trailer performs well
on highways, and it's only
when you hit a pothole at
high speed that the Cub
bucks slightly.

You have to take extra
care on dirt roads though
because the Cub is prone
to fishtailing when you go
round a bend too fast.




Come inside

Behind the door is a row of
canvas pouches for goggles,
flashlights and toilet tissue.
Directly behind the door,

to your immediate right,

are three shelves each big
enough for a pair of shoes

or a toiletry bag. Behind this
are three larger pockets, two
of which have a canvas cover
with velcro. Next in line is a
smallish makeup mirror that
is unfortunately too low to be
of any real use.

In the middle of the trailer’s
interior wall is another row of
canvas pouches for cellphone
chargers, magazines, field
guides and other odds and
sods. In the farthest corner
to the left is a cupboard with
two transparent plastic bins.

Behind the cupboard is a
space for bedding and table-

cloths (the battery monitor is
also mounted here).

At the foot of the cupboard
are eight 12V and eight 220
V sockets. In front of the cup-
board there’s shelf where you
can put a laptop to watch your
favourite movie at night. It also
acts as a bedside table. Above
this space is an LED reading
lamp. A slightly weaker LED
is right at the top below the
apex of the roof.

Sure, the Cub is a lot smaller
than a typical off-road caravan,
but there is ample space for
one person to comfortably
holiday for a few weeks. Two
people will struggle to stick it
out if they take shelter inside
for more than a just few days.
So rather take turns spending
time inside until it’s time to go
to bed. >
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Sleep tight

When the slide-out is pulled
out, the single bed turns into a
double bed. The person lying
at the back against the window
can't sit upright because of
the slide-out’s low ceiling, but
the person closest to the door
has more than enough room
to move.

Underneath the mattresses
are three hatches that lead
toa602
water
tank,

a 12V water pump, and the
battery system. There is also
extra storage space for the
wood-carved giraffe and soap-
stone hippo you bought at the
side of the road on your way
back from Sodwana.

The water tank’s filler hole is
below the bed, which means
you have to open the slide-
out, lift one of the hatches,
and use a hosepipe to fill it
up. The fact that the filler is
directly under the bed's sliding
frame complicates matters
slightly. The interior is lined
with soft felt carpet.
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The technical stuff

Length 3,5m

Width 1,7 m

Height 1,8 m

Height with roof pitched
33m

Floor-to-roof height inside
with roof pitched 2,4 m
Tare weight 250 kg

Payload 50 kg

Price R125 000

Plus

® (Clever and practical design.

® There is ample storage
space.

® |t's big enough so you can
stand upright inside.

® There's an oversupply of
220V and 12V electrical
sockets.

® |t’s light enough so you can
push and pull it by hand.

Minus

® The entrance is low and tall
people struggle to get out.

® A mesh curtain at the
entrance would be handy.

e The fold-out kitchen could
do with an LED light.

e The step at the entrance

sometimes folds out while
driving.

® The water tank beneath the
bed is difficult to fill.

go! Drive & Camp borrowed
the Lion’s Cub from Francois
Meyer, one of Custom Canopies’
clients. The trailer is not brand
new and Franc¢ois made a few
of his own modifications to it.

go! Drive & Camp says The
Lion’s Cub is a safe off-road
trailer that works well behind
a Jimny or a Peugeot 3008.

Dealer network

Custom Canopies is a
one-man operation in
Silvertondale, Pretoria.
Contact 083 281 7800
“f customcanopies.org ©

s
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Come spend a fun-filled weekend with the go! Drive & Camp
and go! teams at the ATKV-Buffelspoort Resort near Rustenburg.
We'll host workshops on how to tackle your next holiday in
Namibia or Botswana, and we’ll show you how to improve
your photography. You can also go on a nature walk or just
relax and listen to stories around the campfire.

WHERE?
ATKV-Buffelspoort, Rustenburg, North West

HOW MUCH?

R1050 per person for the full weekend; R500 per
child under 18.

Book your spot and bring your own caravan or tent at
no additional accommodation cost.

Included in the rate

e Snacks and wine (Friday evening)
e Saturday and Sunday breakfast

e Goody bag

® Entertainment

e Workshops and some activities

¢ Entertainment for the kids

ITINERARY

FRIDAY EVENING

® Wine tasting/Sundowners

® |isten to the go! Drive & Camp and go! teams talk
about their many travels.

® Snacks will be served.

SATURDAY

The following optional activities are on offer

e Walk in the veld with a flora and fauna expert or explore
the area on your bicycle. Remember to bring a camera
and binoculars.

® A workshop on the best and most challenging 4x4 trails
in the country.

® A photography workshop (see sidebar)

SATURDAY EVENING

® Enter our exciting potjiekos competition. There are great
prizes to be won!

® Be entertained by our own singer/songwriter/cartographer
Francois Haasbroek.

SUNDAY

e Qur travel writers will host a breakfast workshop on all you
need to know to plan a trip to Botswana or Namibia.

e \We finish the weekend with a last cup of coffee and rusks
together before we all head home. »

v,

OPTIONAL
ACTIVITY

A 90-minute photo-
graphy workshop

How to take better photos
with go! Drive & Camp'’s
Leon Botha and go! picture
editor Shelley Christians.
We'll show you how to
use your camera and give
feedback on your photos.

Call Donvé Myburgh on 021443 9830
or e-mail ¥ donve.myburgh@media24.com



CAMP FOOD

Who has ever said {
no to a delicious
braaibroodjie? And
with the right filling

- you can put together a

. feast anywhere, any time.

PLY

Recipes and styling Aletta Lintvelt Photos Myburgh Du Plessis
Food assistant Merrill Buckley
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BEEFY BREAD

Freeze some of the mixture and
keep it at hand to use as a pasta
sauce or sandwich filling to beat
all sandwich fillings.

Ingredients

(enough for 10)

® 1 kg beef (brisket)

® 2 red peppers, chopped

® 1 can (410 g) tomato relish

® 1 cup water

® 1 teaspoon fine cumin

® 1 teaspoon cayenne pepper

® 1 teaspoon smoked chilli
flakes

® 1 teaspoon dried oreganum

® 2 cloves garlic, finely
chopped

® salt and pepper, to taste

For the sandwiches

® 2 slices sourdough bread

® butter

® 4 cup grated cheddar
cheese

® 2 gherkins, thinly sliced

Here’s how
the meat in a potjie

HAM AND CHEESE SANDWICH

Take your ham and cheese
sandwich to the next level
with a strong cheese sauce
and mustard.

Ingredients

(enough for 4)

® 5 tablespoons butter,
plus extra

2 tablespoons flour
% cup milk

1 tablespoon Dijon
mustard

1 egg yolk

8 slices bread

4 slices ham

1 cup grated Gruyére
cheese

www.weq.co.za

with the lid on together with
all the other ingredients for
1 hour at 150 °C. Then switch
off the oven, but don't open
the oven door and leave the
pot with the meat in the oven
overnight.
the meat in the sauce.
If the sauce isn’t thick enough,
reduce it over medium heat on
the stove. Flavour to taste with
salt and pepper and putin a
Ziploc bag.
butter on both sides

of the bread slices, put filling
on one of the slices, add the
gherkins and cheese and top
with the remaining slices.

the bread in a pan with
butter until golden brown, turn
around and fry the other side.
You can also use a jaffel pan.

go! Drive & Camp says The
sauce can be made on the
coals in a pot with a lid. Bring
to the boil with sauce and all
for 10 minutes, then leave

in lukewarm ash for a few
hours (even overnight) until
the meat is tender and easy
to flake.

Here’s how

the butter in a pot and
mix in the flour. Stir in the milk
bit by bit until well combined
and simmer for 3 minutes.

from the heat and
mix in the mustard and the
egg yolk.
the sauce, ham,

and cheese between the 4
slices bread and top with the
remaining slices.

the remaining butter in
a pan and fry the sandwiches
until crisp and golden brown
on both sides.

go! Drive & Camp says

To save time, you can buy
ready-made white sauce and
thicken it with an egg. >




BAZAAR JAFFELS
Like grandma used
to make

What is a bazaar without a
mince jaffel? | like mine with
some veggies and a strong
dose of curry.

Ingredients

(enough for 8)

® 250 g beef mince

® 250 g pork sausages

1 tablespoon olive oil

1 tablespoon curry powder
4 teaspoon fine cumin
4 cup frozen peas

2 carrots, finely chopped
2 cup water

salt and pepper, to taste

For the jaffels
® 16 slices white bread
® putter

TINY BRAAI PIES
Nibbles in a jiffy

Use any filling inside these
dough half moons - just make
sure that cheese is one of the
ingredients.

Ingredients
(enough for 8)

For the dough

® 3-4 cups bread flour

® 17 cups lukewarm water
® 10 gyeast

® 2 tablespoons olive oil

® 1 tablespoon sugar

® 2 teaspoons kosher salt

For the filling

® 1 cup goat’s cheese

® 2 cups grated mozzarella
® 125 g salamislices

® 10 peppadews

® 10 sun-dried tomatoes

® 2 bunches rocket

Here's how

1 Put the mince in a pan, then
squeeze pork out of the sausage
casings, and add to the mince.

2 Heat the olive oil in a pan,
add the meat and the curry
powder and cumin and cook
until light brown and cooked
through.

3 Stirin the peas, carrots, and
water, flavour to taste with salt
and pepper, cover with the lid
and let it simmer for 10 minutes.
4 Spread the bread with butter,
fill two slices of bread with a
spoonful of the meat mixture,
and fry the sandwich until
golden brown in the jaffel pan.

go! Drive & Camp says
You can freeze this mixture
and use it later as a filling
in anything from a roti to a
braai pie.

Here’s how

1 Mix the flour, water, yeast,
olive oil, sugar and salt together
and knead for about 10 minutes.
Cover and leave to prove until
double the size.

2 Divide the dough into 8 balls
and leave to rest for 15 minutes.
3 Roll each ball out into a circle.
Divide the mixture ingredients
(except the rocket leaves)
between the dough circles and
sprinkle it on the one half. Fold
the other half on top.

4 Put a large cast-iron pan or

a flat cast-iron braai skottel
over medium coals and put

the pies on top. Put the lid on
the kettle braai and turn over
the pies after 8 minutes. Bake
for another 5-10 minutes until
golden brown and cooked
through.

5 Cut open the sides, put the
rocket leaves inside and serve
warm.

go! Drive & Camp says
Serve the pies with sweet
chilli sauce.



HAM, AVO AND EGG SANDWICH

This all-in-one breakfast sandwich
can be made quickly and easily
in the campsite.

Ingredients

enough for 1)

2 slices bread

butter

2 eggs

chilli sauce, to taste

5 avocado, mushed

2 slices ham

salt and pepper, to taste

—

Here's how
butter on both sides
of the bread slices.
a hole in the middle of
each slice - a champagne glass
is perfect.

THAI CHICKEN AND
PINEAPPLE JAFFEL

The chicken is poached in coconut
milk and then flavoured with
Thai spices. You can make the
filling ahead of time and then
freeze it.

Ingredients

(enough for 4)

® 2-3 chicken breasts

® 1 can (410 g) coconut milk
® 1 tablespoon Thai curry paste
® 1 clove garlic, grated

® 1 red chilli of 1 teaspoon
chilli sauce

salt and pepper, to taste
juice of 15 a lemon or lime
2 fresh pineapple rings,
cut in blocks

1 cup finely chopped
coriander leaves

For the jaffels
® 8slices white bread
® butter

www.weq.co.za

a pan and put the bread
slices in it. Break an egg inside
the hole in the bread so that
the yolk rests inside the hole
and use the back of a spoon to
spread the egg white over the
bread slice.

the bread until the

bottom is crisp and golden
brown, turn around and fry for
another few minutes. Remove
from the pan.

chilli sauce and avo
on the bread and arrange the
ham on top, flavour to taste
with salt and black pepper, and
end with the second slice of
bread. Enjoy!

go! Drive & Camp says
You can replace the ham

with crispy bacon or even
smoked salmon.

Here’s how
the chicken breasts
by placing it in a pot and cover-
ing it with the coconut milk,
curry paste, and garlic. Heat
up until below boiling point,
then leave to simmer for 20
minutes. Remove the chicken
from the liquid.
the meat with 2 forks.
to taste with the
chilli, salt, pepper and lemon
juice and mix in the pineapple
and coriander.
butter on the bread,
fill two slices with a spoonful of
the chicken mixture and fry the
sandwich until golden brown in
the jaffel pan.

go! Drive & Camp says
If you feel like something
different, this mixture is
a perfect pizza topping
or afilling for a pie. ©®
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 Oh, w
beautiful awning

Usually “throwing shade” is an unpleasant experience for the recipients,
but during these hot summer days, all of us would gladly welcome a bit
of it. Check out these awning options.

Text Kyle Kock
hances are you're short on packing space when Awnings come in a variety of styles and sizes to suit
you're out and about with your new 4x4 or motor- individual needs, and the added bonus is that you don't
home, and a big, bulky gazebo carrying case is the ever have to remember to pack it because it's conveniently

last thing you need if you want to be mobile and fast.  fitted to your roof.

Foxwing awning and there’s even a power inlet so you Accessories available Standard sides
THE REAL MAKHOYA can connect to a source from the inside. (R2350)
The frame and poles are rust-resistant

This one-piece kit swings out easily,

meaning one person can set up and aluminium, and the awning itself is go! Drive & Camp says With

pack away in seconds. You can have it for made of rip-stop poly-cotton canvas. a dedicated port to run a power

the passenger or driver’s side. There are cable through, you can turn this
Price R10 545 at 4x4 Mega World into a proper tent.

zipped edges on all sides for accessories
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Maxi Shade 270 awning Price R7 950 from Custom Leisure Tech
KEEP COOL Accessories available Plain side walls (R950), window

Thanks to its easy swing-out operation, the Maxi Shade 270 and shade net (R1 250)

claims to be a one-man operation and strong enough to stand
unsupported - though it does come with guy ropes and pegs
for the odd occasion of adverse conditions. The aluminium
frame is available in 2,1, 2,3 and 2,5 m lengths and is wrapped
in waterproof and UV-resistant 300 gsm rip-stop canvas.

go! Drive & Camp says You have a choice of lengths
to cater exactly to your needs.

= 0Bl

-y "H >

S . Front Runner 4x4 Modular awning fashion as a gazebo, independent of your vehicle. 4
= BIG EASY

This model is reported to be the biggest and

lightest of all mountable awning systems, providing

10,5 sq m of shade and weighing just 6 kg. It's

easily secured to a vehicle’s roof rack or factory

Price R3 700 from Front Runner 4x4
Accessories available None

R
i

L

go! Drive & Camp says This one’s a lightweight, kﬂh
and because it can even stand on its own, be sure
to secure it properly. > @

rails by way of simple-to-use and non-permanent

mounting straps. It can also be set up in the same

WWW.weg.co.za go! Drive & Camp February 2018195
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Big Country Ostrich Wing awning left-hand-side and right-hand-side configurations.
BIG BIRD
As the name suggests, this model from Big Country ~ Price R12.985 from Big Country

casts an impressive shadow and provides 11 sq m of Accessories available Side panel kit (R9 900) or
shade. It’s 2,65 m long, is constructed from rip-stop,  Ndividual panels (R2 242), LED light (R750)
waterproof and rot-proof canvas, and supported by

a free-standing aluminium frame. It takes between go! Drive & Camp says There’s a lot to be had
20 and 30 seconds to set up. You can have itin both  if you go for the options as well.

Alu-Cab Shadow awning
STORM BREAKER

Constructed in the heart of the stormy
Cape, the Shadow awning has been built

to withstand windy, inclement weather. The
four-arm frame can be set up by one person
and also contains tie-down straps in case
conditions really deteriorate. The canvas
even features an aluminium coating that
will keep the harshest UV rays out.

Price R12 995 at 4x4 Mega World
Accessories available Awning sides
(R10995)

go! Drive & Camp says It’s definitely
made to last and is also quite large.
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Uni Awn awning

SIMPLE LIFE

Because it fits on any vehicle, canopy or trailer,
with or without a roof rack, the Uni Awn is

definitely one of the more versatile units
available. It slides into an aluminium storage bin,
comes with five telescopic poles, and has built-in
Velcro gussets to fit the optional side walls. Fully
opened, itis 1,5 m long and 2,4 m wide.

Price R3 850 from Custom Leisure Tech
Accessories available Plain side walls (R950),
window and shade net (R1 250)

go! Drive & Camp says A proper metal hard
case for storage is difficult to ignore.

Eezi-Awn Spoyla awning
LIGHT BUT RIGHT

The Spoyla only comes in one size
and is a low-mass and maintenance-
free option from the Eezi-Awn brand.
Its retractable fabric top extends to
2,1 m and is housed in a compact
anodised aluminium casing. It
features an easy-pull, spring-loaded
function with simple-to-adjust arms
and legs.

Price R4 383 from Eezi-Awn
Accessories available Side panels
(R4 360,60)

go! Drive & Camp says Cheap
and cheerful but you can spruce it
up with side panels if required. >

Custom Leisure Tech “fi customleisuretech.co.za Big Country - bigcountry.co.za

@ GET THE PRODUCTS HERE
| 4x4 Mega World “% 4x4megaworldonline.com Front Runner “% frontrunneroutfitters.com Eezi-Awn % eeziawn.co.za
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Eezi-Awn Manta 270 awning Price R11 052.30 from Eezi-Awn

CREATURE COMFORT Accessories available Side panels (R6 332,70)
As its name suggests, the Manta boasts quite a large wingspan:
more than 270 degrees. It's constructed of anodised aluminium
and is therefore lightweight and requires no maintenance. You can
choose between beige and green and can also opt for separate

panels. It's 2,3 m long at its longest pointand weighs just 13 kg.
s & b,

go! Drive & Camp says It’s strong and sturdy,
without sacrificing too much weight. 0

Eezi awns unique Swift-In-A-Bag
180 degree self contained awning.
Can be deployed with or

without adjustable support legs.

— . ) .
'/"JL-'?}.';/.AJ

3 | EEZI AWN Lite Shade awning is a light-
Colours: beige or green : ’ o f - - = : :
Closed 130h x 130w x 23001, Only 12 kg ; : - - ) E 5 we_lght, eas? to rollup _bag awtmng with

a simple adjustable twist locking pole
mechanism.

Sizes available
2,0mand 2,5m Both extend 2,1m

Y
Cussonia Park
3 Ridge Road, Laser Park
Honeydew,
Tel: +27 11 794 6311
Fax: +27 11 794 6233

E-mail: eeziawn@icon.co.za
Website: eeziawn.com




Zululand Conservation Miracle

Join a self-drive tour with go! Drive and Camp Tours and

Bhejane 4x4 Adventures to Zululand

DAY 1

We meet at 2 pm in the campsite at Ithala
Game Reserve, giving us enough time to settle
in and do a short 4X4 sundowner route in the
game reserve. Ithala is an easy half day’s drive
from Gauteng, and the reserve is unique in
that it has the feeling of the Natal Drakensberg
in its high-lying areas and the Zululand bush-
veld in the valleys.

DAY 2

After a nice big breakfast we do another 4X4
route in Ithala Game Reserve. This gives us the
opportunity to really explore the reserve and
be on the lookout for black and white rhino,
among other wildlife. We return back to camp
in the late afternoon.

DAYS 3 &4

Today we head towards the Hluhluwe-
Umfolozi Game Reserve which was once the
private hunting ground of King Shaka. Due

to a pilot project we are involved in with
conservation authorities, we get to camp in a
private campsite on the banks of the river, in
the heart of the reserve. We are also allowed
controlled access to a 4x4 route not available
to the general public. The reserve has the Big
Five and the game viewing is excellent. This
experience gives us the opportunity to feel like
real game rangers as we trek into the heart of
both black and white rhino conservation. The
proceeds of this unique off-road and camping
experience go directly to rhino protection in
the reserve.

DAY 5
Today it's time to visit the tropical Zululand
coastline. We enter the iSimangaliso Wetland
Park (Greater St Lucia Wetland Park) and do a
sandy 4X4 track around Lake Sibhaya, South
Africa’s largest freshwater lake, on the constant
lookout for hippos and crocs. Our route takes
us along the edge of the highest vegetated
dunes in Africa and into narrow tunnels of
coastal dune forest. Our campsite for the next
two nights is on the beach at Mabibi.

DAY 6

Today we have a well-deserved rest day to
enjoy the Zululand coastline. The Mabibi
camp site has a pristine beach and you can
swim, snorkel, fish and just relax. Weather
permitting, there is an opportunity to take
a rubber dinghy boat ride out to sea (this
activity is not included in the tour cost).
Later we go back onto the Lake Sibhayi
shoreline for sundowners.

DAY 7

We head further north up the coast to the

Kosi Bay Mouth on the border of Mozambique,
where the traditional fish traps are still being
used. Our campsite for the next two nights is
in Ndumo Game Reserve with its huge natural
pans and prolific birdlife.

DAY 8
Today we visit Tembe Elephant Park, winding
our way on the sandy 4x4 tracks in the reserve
on the lookout for Africa’s biggest tuskers.

We enjoy our last afternoon together driving
along the narrow tracks along the riverine
forest and pans of Ndumo Game Reserve.

DAY 9
After breakfast it's time to say goodbye and

head out on the tar road that crosses over the

Jozini Dam wall and meet up with the N2
near the town of Mkuze.

TOURS

8-NIGHT/9-DAY ADVENTURE
(TENTED ACCOMMODATION)

DATES 19 to 27 May 2018
COST R 10950 per person (half price for
children under 10)

ON THIS SPECIFICTOUR

BHEJANE SUPPLIES/PROVIDES

® All camp fees

® All park entrance fees

® All advertised activities

® Tents, cutlery and crockery

® Coffee and tea all day every day while
incamp

WHAT YOU NEED TO BRING/PROVIDE

® Your vehicle and fuel

® Mattresses and/or stretcher and sleeping
bags and pillows

® Fold-up chairs

® Drinks and in-between snacks

® Out of country/medical emergency and
evacuation insurance cover

® Border crossing fees and road taxes

Yes, | want to go!

To book, call
@ 044 5359033 or e-mail
“Hbookings@bhejane.com
Find out more at
“¥bhejane.com



CAMP BOFFIN

Long live the tent

Irrespective of the style of your tent, what fabric it's made of, or how long
your warranty is valid for, you need to look after your tent properly to
make sure it lasts. These seven tips will add years to its lifespan.

Text Kyle Kock Photos Keaton Kock

ust like you need to

do maintenance on

your property once

in a while, there are
definitely best practices
when it comes to keeping
your tent in tip-top shape,
ranging from the best way
to store it and how to keep
it clean.

Practice makes perfect
Okay, you've just bought a new
tent. Now what? Well, you need
to unpack it, of course. And
learn how to set it up. While
you're pitching you'll need

one of those little water spray
bottles handy.

Once it's standing, spray
some water on all the seams
and stitched joints. This allows
for the stitching to soak up
moisture and swell out and
tighten as it dries, allowing your

tent’s sewed panels to become
even stronger.

This is also a prime
opportunity to do a count of
all the little parts that make
up your complete tent and
familiarise yourself with
everything.

A wax sealant applied to
the inside of the seams is also
a sure-fire way of keeping
everything inside dry even if
there is a tiny leak.
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Keep out!

Take off your new pair of really. Little critters and the
Salomons or Hi-Tecs after that  larger ones with bigger teeth
long and muddy run or hike and claws will find a way
before entering your tent. This in, even if it's through your
will keep stones and thorns tent fabric. Also, no matter
out, which, once inside, could how domesticated your
be trod on or scraped along pet is, don't ever leave your
the floor - possibly leading dog or cat inside your tent
to abrasions or punctures. unsupervised.

More things to leave If you can't leave your
outside your sleeping area are  expensive takkies outside,
particularly fragrant personal then take along a little mat to

products and edibles. No, step on as you enter the tent. Don’t over expose
Although a little natural Once your tent has UV damage,
vitamin D does us humans it's pretty much a goner.
good, all we really need is half There are sprays on the

an hour in the sun a few times market that you can apply

a week. The same goes for your  easily to your tent’s fabric to
tent. Excessive exposure to the  prolong its UV resistance and
sun’s ultraviolet rays can cause  waterproof coating - just like

UV damage. SPF 50 for your skin.

Most tents are UV resistant, Even when it’s not raining,
but prolonged periods in direct  use your flysheet. Think of it as
sunlight, particularly on hot your tent’s very own hat. This is
days, can cause nylon and also less expensive to replace

polyester to become brittle. than the entire tent.

Pitch perfect

Once you arrive at your campsite
and stand, clear any loose debris
from the area that you're going
to pitch the tent on. This includes
pine cones, small rocks, sharp
stones or thorns that could
potentially poke a hole in the
bottom of your tent.

If you can, put a footprint
ground sheet down first. This
should be cut exactly to the
size of your tent, because then
it won't collect any rainwater in
the case of an overnight shower.
A netted or solid polyethylene
sheet will do.

If you intend on using a piece
of tarpaulin that you've had lying
in the garage for a few years,
then fold it so that any excess
material is under your tent.

Because you'll likely be
entering and exiting your tent
often, take extra care with the
zips. Hold the zipper track with
one hand and glide the
slider with the other.

Also be sure to
secure your tent
with the guy ropes
and pegs that come
with it. >
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CAMP BOFFIN

No stain too tough

The obvious way to avoid spills
on your tent is to not pitch
under a tree that could possibly
drip gum or sap onto the tent
or flysheet. Not only will it stain
the fabric but it’s also possible
that a negative chemical
reaction could damage the
tent’s waterproofing.

In the event that you do have

some bird droppings or sap on
your tent, make sure it dries
before packing it away. If you're
fussy, an alcohol-based hand
sanitizer or even wet wipes can
also get it off, but make sure
you wash the spot with water
afterwards.

When you get home, resist the

urge to throw it in the washing
machine. These can stretch or
even tear your fabric, mesh

and seams. The extreme heat
generated in a tumble dryer can
cause the same sort of damage.
Rather soak your tent in some
lukewarm water in a bath or tub

and use a mild non-detergent
soap and a soft sponge.

Sometimes mildew and
mould can develop pretty
quickly and cause unpleasant
lingering odours. You want to
stop the growth, but this doesn’t
mean excessive scrubbing.
Depending on which product
you use, you might have to
submerge the tent in a tub or
just treat a specific spot.

Also, when you camp at the
coast you'll need to rinse off
your poles or any other metal
components that could become
corroded.

The chemicals found in your
everyday household detergents,
such as bleach, dishwashing
liquid or general household
cleaners, can also cause damage
to your tent’s waterproof
coating, so make sure you get
the right stuff.

No frown take down

When packing up, clean out
any dirt from the tent floor
before you fold everything up.
Also check for any moisture
under the rainfly and floor. If
possible, allow to dry before
you fold these away. If you
absolutely cannot avoid taking
your camp down in inclement
weather, then air your tent out
immediately the minute you

removing shock corded poles,

And don't just stuff your

go! Drive & Camp says
A tent is one of the
pricier investments you
make when you become
a camper so it makes
financial sense to look
after it.

Buy additional pegs
and guy ropes in case
you lose a few soldiers
along the way. If it does
get torn, rather send it

tent into the bag. Fold and
roll it up to prevent any
damage to the coating.

use a push action rather than
pull. The latter can put undue
stress on the elastic cords.

get home.
When folding your poles,
start from the middle, and when

to the professionals to
get fixed.

No-flaw store
It can't be stressed enough
that all fabrics have to be
completely dry before you
pack it away — especially if it's
going to be a while before
you camp again. A prolonged
period of storage and moisture
exposure will lead to micro-
organisms growing, causing
foul odours, and damaging
the waterproof coating.

Also, be mindful of where

you store your tent. If the room,
garage or attic is damp or
humid, rather place your tent
inside an airtight container.
Remove the tent from its bag
and cover with a cloth so that
the fabric can breathe.

Your tent poles are also
vulnerable to wear. If space
allows, store these in the fully
assembled state to minimise
tension on the shock cords. ®
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4X4 PROFESSOR

Why does your vehicle need shock absorbers, how do
they work, and when do they need to be replaced?

We went in search of answers.

Text Cyril Klopper lllustrations Dominic Wienand

ong ago, when people
still drove around in ox
wagons, suspension was
not that important. But
when the internal combustion
engine enabled our ancestors
to whizz around at 60 km/h,
even decent dirt roads became
a bumpy, disagreeable ordeal.
Out of sympathy for teeth and
spines, the lab coats designed
suspension. But suspension on
its own isn’t enough to absorb
jolts; it can only store the energy

of a jolt by bouncing up and
down. The clever guys had to
come up with a plan to keep
the bucking of an agitated
suspension system under
control.

C.L. Horock designed the first
hydraulic shock absorber in
1901, but it only dampened in
one direction. Mechanical shock
absorbers like Gabriel Snubber’s
device that contained some type
of belt coiled up inside it was
also popular, but it was Maurice
Houdaille’s 1908 patent on
which the majority of modern
shock absorbers are based.
Houdaille’s concept really took
off when Henry Ford used a

version of it in his 1927 Ford

Model A.

How do shocks work?
As the name implies, a
shock absorber absorbs
shock. But to put it more

precisely, a shock absorber

absorbs the
kinetic energy
stored in the
springs of
your vehicle’s
suspension after
its wheels hit
unevenness in the road.
Your car’s suspension
stores kinetic energy by means
of movement. When a wheel
bounces, the springs of the
suspension are compressed,
but all of that energy needs
to be released somehow. The
suspension oscillates until all of
the energy is spent - this may
take a while. This is all well and
good, but if the wheel repeatedly
bounces, like on a dirt road,
while the spring is still busy
oscillating, the vehicle will even-
tually rebound so erratically that
your teeth will chatter and you'll
lose control over your vehicle.
This is where the shock
absorber comes into play.

A shock absorber dampens
the movement of the suspen-
sion. This dampens the rebound
and shortens the oscillating
period by converting a large
portion of the kinetic energy
into heat. This heat is absorbed
through oil inside the shock
absorber.

When hot and compressed
oil comes in contact with air,
it starts to froth and bubble,
reducing the shock absorber’s
effectiveness. Modern shock
absorbers therefore contain
nitrogen that separates regular
air from the oil and also helps to
cool down the shock absorber
a lot faster. >
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HOW SHOCKS FUNCTION

~——Upper mount——

EXTENSION CYCLE

III
Reserve cylinder I
; I
Pressure tube = 1 1
;
: 4
Base valve
Lower mount
COMPRESSION CYCLE

A shock absorber is therefore
a kind of gas-cooled oil pump
between your vehicle’s body and
its wheels. The top part of the
shock absorber is fastened to the
bodywork (the sprung mass) and
the bottom part is attached to
the axle (the unsprung mass).

The most common shock
absorber is the telescopic
dampener. The protective tube
at the top contains a cylinder
arm and head that slides into
a narrower tube below it. This
tube consists of two parts: an

exterior reserve tube and a
pressure tube - filled with
oil - within the reserve tube.
Telescopic shock absorbers
work in two cycles: The com-
pression cycle and the expansion
cycle. In the compression cycle
the cylinder head labours to
push the oil out of its way while
the shock absorber compresses.
If you ever attempt to swim
through a vat of lllovo syrup
(and we would love to see
photos if you do) you'll discover
that it's no easy feat. The oil is

forced into the reserve tube
through small perforations in
the pressure tube. It is this oil
and perforations that help the
shock absorber to dampen the
oscillations of the cylinder head.
During the extension cycle the
cylinder head then struggles to
extract itself from the oil bath.
The compression cycle largely
controls the unsprung mass (in
other words, it keeps the wheels
on the road) while the extension
cycle keeps the sprung mass (the
rest of the car above the wheels)

stable. The suspension of a
standard light vehicle will
encounter more resistance
during the shock absorber’s
extension cycle. Conversely,
the shock absorbers of Giniel
de Villiers’ Dakar bakkie is more
focussed on keeping the wheels
on the ground (unsprung mass)
than the passengers’ comfort
(sprung mass).

Modern shock absorbers are
speed-sensitive. The faster the
oscillation of the suspension,
the stiffer the shock absorber
becomes. In short, shock
absorbers prevent your vehicle
from bucking over a bump,
swaying in a turn, nosediving
when you brake, or squatting
when you accelerate.

Types of shock absorbers
® Twin-tube gas-charged
shock absorber This is the
most common type and the
odds are that these are fitted
to your vehicle. The purpose of
the nitrogen gas is to prevent
ordinary air from mixing with
the ail. Air causes oil to foam,
lowering the effectiveness.
Nitrogen also keeps the oil
cooler for longer.
® Position-sensitive damping
This shock absorber is divided
into zones. Each zone has
different perforation sizes that
allow oil to pass through at
different speeds. In the com-
fort zone, for example, the oil
moves freely while the control
zone has smaller perforations
which slows the oil flow down.
It's basically a variation of the
telescopic shock absorber.
Mono tube shock absorber
As the name implies, this
shock absorber has only one
tube. The cylinder arm extends
out at the top and the oil flows
past the cylinder head when
it flows through the tube. This
type of shock absorber stays
cooler and can be mounted
upright or upside down to
give priority to the sprung or
unsprung mass.
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A shock absorber absorbs the
kinetic energy stored in the springs
of your vehicle’s suspension after its
wheels hit unevenness in the road.

® Strut suspension A strut is
a structural element of your
chassis that influences the
steering mechanism, wheel
alignment, camber and caster.
It's basically a shock absorber
inside a coil spring with a
baseplate that’s bolted to the
bodywork. Some vehicles have
strut suspensions in front and
regular suspension and shocks
at the rear.

How about off-road
shock absorbers?
A four-wheel-drive vehicle
creates unique challenges for
shock absorbers. You want the
comfort and road-holding ability
of a passenger vehicle’s shocks,
but you also want shocks with
more travel for extra articulation.
The shock absorbers of raised
4x4s - to fit larger tyres inside
the arches — generate more heat
than regular shocks. And if you're
driving fast on a dirt road these
shocks may become boiling hot.
To counter the heat issue, off-
road shocks are slightly different
to regular shock absorbers.

The biggest difference is that
off-road shocks contain more
oil. They are also often physically
fatter (because that’s the easiest
way to increase the oil volume)
and longer (for more travel).

Another way to cart along
more oil is to connect an extra
external oil reservoir to the shock
absorber. Then you have a shock
with more sensible dimensions
that will easily fit into your
vehicle’s wheel arch, but with
the added benefit of an extra
reservoir of oil that's fed to the
shock via a tube. With this kind
of shock the heat is distributed
over a larger area and the oil
cools faster too.

Are my shocks worn?

There are a few signs to look out
for. Does your vehicle drift to the
left or right by itself when the
wind blows? We're not talking
about a gale force southeaster
but a normal breeze. Worn or
leaking shocks lead to instability.
There should be no reason to
correct your direction of travel
during regular windy conditions.

®

A Twin-tube gas-charged
B Strut

TYPES OF SHOCK ABSORBERS

C Monotube
D Position-sensitive

Do your tyres wear down un-
evenly? This is a serious warning
sign. When your shocks are worn
they typically struggle to keep
your tyres on the road. The result

is bald spots on the tread surface.

If your vehicle vibrates on a
good tar road, chances are it's
time for new shocks. Besides
keeping your car’s suspension

under control, shocks must also
lessen vibration. The vibrations
caused by worn shocks can also
place strain on other vehicle
components.

If your vehicle's front wheels
swerve or the nose dives when
you brake hard, your shocks
are probably worn. This is very
dangerous since it could lead to >

www.weg.c0.za
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safe way to determine the
condition of your shocks. The
surest way to test your shocks
is to ask a service technician
to check them whenever you
have your tyres rotated or bal-
anced. They should test each
shock’s movement against the
manufacturer’s specifications.

basically a torsion bar that’s
repeatedly coiled around
its own axis. It compacts
and expands depending
on the weight that’s placed
on it. Coil springs definitely
need shocks to keep their
oscillation in check.

® Leaf spring suspension

an accident, especially in wet
conditions.

Does your steering wheel
shudder? Sorry buddy, it's
those shocks again. Obviously
a dirt road will cause your
steering wheel to shake but it
should cease as soon as you
hit tar. In extreme cases the
steering wheel can shake so
badly that you lose control
over your vehicle.

Tired shocks lead to a
longer braking distance —

research has shown that your
braking distance may increase
by up to 20% due to worn
shocks.

One of the easiest ways to
test if your shocks are worn
is to push down hard on one
of the front corners of your
vehicle. If your car bounces
more than twice, it's time for
a trip to a service centre. But
this test won't work on all
types of shocks or vehicles,
which means it’s not a fail-

Types of suspension
Here are the most common
types of suspension —in a
future issue we'll talk in
greater depth about how the
different types function.
® A torsion bar is an older
type of suspension system
that consists of a metal
bar that can be bent
repeatedly without the
metal deforming. Vehicles
used this system until the
Fifties, before the shock
absorber was perfected.
(Not to be confused with a
torsion beam suspension.)
® Coil spring suspension is

consists of several layers — or
“leaves” - of steel bars that
are bound to form a single
component. It was first used
in horse-drawn carriages
and today we still see it in
bakkies, trucks, and other
heavy vehicles.

Air suspension consists of
rubber bladders filled with
compressed air. The pressure
inside can be increased

or lowered to change the
vehicle’s ride quality or ride
height. The technology is
older than you think - leather
bags filled with air were used
a hundred years ago in horse-
drawn buggies. (]

Sources “fimonroe.com “fi bilstein.com
“B gorancho.com “fimonitor.co.ug

S SN
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MY WHEELS

Mixed bag

These readers use their recreational vehicles for different purposes,
but they all have fun in the process.

Ranger right up there

2015 FORD RANGER 3.2 TDCI 4X4

You won’t be left wanting if you opt for
the range-topping five-cylinder Ranger,
says AJ Liebenberg from Durbanville.

‘ My 2008 model previous-
generation Toyota Hilux was a
great vehicle, but it was starting to get
overtaken by contemporary rivals in
terms of technology and look and feel
of the cabin. A Dakar Edition Hilux
was one of the options I considered
when it was time to upgrade, but I was
eventually bowled over by the Ranger.
I bought the top-of-the-line model
new in 2015, which set me back almost
R500 000, nicknamed it ‘The Beast’,
and I haven’t looked back since. I was
particularly looking for something
that had decent 4x4 capability and
undoubtable reliability, and in the two

1101 February 2018

years I've owned it, it hasn’t once let
me down. I have absolutely nothing to
complain about because I enjoy it every
time I hop aboard.

It’s very powerful and comfortable,
especially because I've had the ECU
remapped and had the suspension lifted
with an Ironman 4x4 kit. I also had a set
of aftermarket wheels fitted.

It definitely needs a proper off-road
bumper fitted up front, and a spare
R10 000 would come in handy for that.
As for the fuel consumption, it depends
on how much of a hurry I'm in, but the
figure typically varies between 9.5 £ to
11 £/100 km.

I've enjoyed my trips to the West
Coast, all along the beach, with the
Ranger, as well as the old Voortrekker
Pass with its rough dirt roads, rich
history, and amazing views. , ,
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Powerfal puller

2015 NISSAN PATHFINDER 2.5 DCI

All he ever really needed was enough power

to tow comfortably, and Braam Venter from

Kempton Park seems to have found it.

‘ ‘ I've been hitching my 2014 Sprite
Tourer SW to the back of the

Pathfinder ever since | bought the Nissan
new for R680 000 in 2015. It's been fitted

with a Bosal tow bar. I'd gladly have the new
Nissan Patrol, but that’s a bit out of my reach
at the moment.

The Pathfinder is actually kitted out
quite well with creature comforts and as a
bonus handles itself quite well on dirt roads.
Unfortunately, the fuel consumption is rather
high at around 12 £/100 km without the
Sprite hitched. The plus side is that it doesn't

2012 TOYOTA FJ CRUISER

There are many newer caravans out
there, but Louis Pretorius from Langebaan
wouldn’t be towing anything else than his
beloved old Jurgens.

‘ Well, who in their right mind

wouldn’t want a Mercedes-Benz
G-Class for an SUV? I definitely did, and
still do. In fact, I considered a G 350d, but
at a starting price of R1.6 million it might
just remain my dream ride.

But a rather suitable substitute is the
Toyota FJ Cruiser, which I bought new for
R456 000 in 2012. It’s more than up to the
task of towing my 1974 Jurgens 540 - with
plenty of power generated from its 4 £ V6.

www.weq.co.za

There wasn't anything else I was looking
for other than real grunt, and the FJ
definitely isn’t lacking in that department.
Despite the 200 kW engine, it’s as reliable
as any other Toyota, but you pay for the
privilege at the pumps. The FJ] demands
around 18 £/100 km with regular driving
and that figure shoots up to 25 £/100 km
when the Jurgens is hitched to its Maniac
4x4 tow bar. As you can probably imagine,
120 km/h is child’s play with the kind of
power of that the FJ makes.

The Dibiki Holiday Resort near Mossel
Bay definitely ranks highly on my list of
favourite destinations. It’s neat and
clean and very safe. , ,

increase much when I'm towing — around
13 £/100 km. The Pathfinder tows the
Sprite at 110 km/h without any real
effort. My favourite destination with this
combination is definitely the Almega
Caravan Park near Hammanskraal. It
even has private ablution facilities, large
stands, green lawns, and fantastic

service from the owners. , ,

Show us your wheels
Send an email to
“B drivecamp@gomag.co.za and tell
us about what’s in your garage. ©
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The early bird catches the worm... And a beautiful sunrise
(or sunset) with a camera.

W\

" WINNING PHOTO

N

Morning glory

When she visits the Kgalagai
Transfrontier Park she’s up at
the crack of dawn, says Elsie
van der Walt from Witbank.

“We recently visited the Kgalagadi
Transfrontier Park and camped in
the Botswana side. One morning
we were up early again and drove
past a dead tree next to the road.
Perched on the tree was a group
of vultures. The sun was just rising
as we pulled over, and | was ready

112 [February 2018 go! Drive & Camp

with my camera. As the sun was
edging out further, the vultures
were preening quietly on the
branches. While they were busy
with their feathers, you couldn’t
clearly distinguish the birds’ outlines
against the sunrise. | waited for
them to lift their heads and took a
few photos to make sure | got one
where you could see them clearly.”

go! Drive & Camp says Sunrise
and sunset photos are almost like
sweets: There are no bad ones,

but just like not everyone likes
sour worms, people’s taste also
differ in terms of these types of
landscape photos.

The interpretation of photos
like this are quite subjective, but
there are a few important factors
that will mean the difference
between good and great: from
the composition right through
to the exposure. With photos like
these the sun (if it's not behind
the horizon) is the focal point,
but only having a bright dot on
the photo isn't enough. Interest-
ing detail - like the outlines of
the birds and the dead tree on
Elsie’s photo — causes your eye
to move from one detail to the
next to take in all the informa-
tion. Elsie’s composition is also
clever: The tree and sun — which
take up about only a quarter of
the photo - balances out all the
negative space (the empty parts
on the left).

Nikon D7000; Nikon 80-400
mm lens on 98 mm; 1/2 000
of a second; f8; ISO 360

SEND YOUR PHOTO
If you have a photo in your
album that you would like to
share with others, send it to us
and we might publish it here.
Any picis welcome - from a
spoonbill next to the road or
the kids on a jungle gym to
a campfire photo. And it can
be taken with any camera
- from professional cameras
to mobile phones.

ELSIE wins a Camp Cover
camera bag to the value
of R595.
Congratulations!

Send your photos and contact
details to “leon.botha@
media24.com.




Samsung WB30F; 24 mm-10x-

optical zoom lens on 17,9 mm;

1/30 of a second; f5,4; 1SO 100;
with a flash.

Buenas noches

Grange from Kraaifontein.

It's not often she walks past a pretty plant in Namibia
without stopping to take a picture, says Beverley le

“We holidayed in Namibia at the Betta
campsite. There are quite a few cacti and at
sunrise you'll snap photos with a Mexican
feel. The Naukluft Region is known for its
beautiful sunsets.”

go! Drive & Camp says Beverley'’s
photo is a good example of a pretty
sunset without a sun in the photo. The
clouds are golden yellow, and just like
with Elsie’s birds of prey, the sisal in the
foreground makes the difference.

Also, the camera’s flash went off,
which means that instead of seeing
only the plant’s outlines you can also
see some of the detail on the leaves. It
would look even better if you balanced
the flash’s brightness with the light
meter reading of the clouds, but that’s
a bit high grade if you don’t want to get
stuck in the technical side of things. The
plant in the background does divert your
gaze, and the photo would look better
if you stand to the left and then aim
slightly more right to get only the sisal
and the clouds in the frame.

Calm after the storm

You go camping with your
family, friends, fishing rods
and camera, says André Smith
from Krugersdorp.

“My family and | went camping
and fishing with a group of friends
at the Roodekoppies Dam outside
of Brits. That night a hectic storm
hit, but the next morning we were
greeted by calmness and silence

- and one of the most beautiful
sunrises |'ve ever seen.”

go! Drive & Camp says
Whose family album doesn’t have
at least one sunrise or sunset
photo in it? A beautiful sunrise or
sunset is like a rainbow: a head-
turner. Many people’s natural
reaction is to take a photo of it.
It's no masterpiece but it's special
to you because it brings back
happy memories.

If you look at André’s photo,

www.weq.co.za

you'll see the serenity, especially
after his story of the storm the
night before. André could have
given the photo a bit more kick,

though, and have used his zoom
to crop the frame closer around

the trees (left) and the sun (with
its reflection).

Nikon D3100, Sigma 70-300 mm
lens on 135 mm; 1/200 of a
second; f25;1SO 400. @
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Take better photos
in Botswana!

One of the magazine's professional photographers will travel with the group and teach you more about
your camera and the technical stuff. You'll return with classic photos to print and frame, and the know-
how to take your hobby to the next level. Join go! and Mpafa on an 11-day tour of some of southern
Africa’s most iconic destinations, and improve your photography along the way.

TOUR DETAILS ADVENTURE ITINERARY

Dates: 15-25 March 2018; 15-25 July 2018 Day 1: Letlhakane to Kubu Island

Duration: 11 days/10 nights Day 2: Kubu Island to Maun (Boteti River)

Departure point: Letlhakane, Botswana Day 3: Maun (optional flight over the Okavango Delta is available)
Cost: R14950 per person Day 4: Maun to Tsodilo Hills (rock art)

Day 5: Tsodilo Hills to Ngepi Camp (Namibia)
Day 6: Ngepi Camp: Visit Mahango Game Reserve

THE RATE INCLUDES . . .
Day 7: Ngepi Camp: Relax for the day or visit Bwabwata National Park
« A professional tour leader and an experienced field guide Day 8: Ngepi Camp to Kasane
+ Three meals a day Day 9: Day trip to Victoria Falls
« All park and camping fees, and advertised activities Day 10: Chobe National Park
« Use of two-way radios Day 11: Until next time...

BHEJANE
To reserve your place and for more info y t ‘l |
call @ 044 535 0065; e-mail “# info@mpafa.com /L, a a [ave
or visit Y8 mpafa.com - guided across africa

ADVENTURES




CROSSWORD

Congratulations Johan Strydom from Gansbaai. You have won a Camp Cover Lunch Box Cooler worth R290 for your correct entry in our January 2018

crossword competition. You can also be a winner. Complete the crossword, take a picture of it, and e-mail it to us at “% drivecamp@gomag.co.za. Remember

to include your contact details. Or simply complete it online at http://bit.ly/2kiUGss. The solution to last month’s crossword puzzle is on p. 135.
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If you correctly complete the crossword and send it to us, you could win a Camp Cover Lunch Box Cooler to the
value of R290. Visit “5 campcover.co.za.
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e ADVERTISING PROMOTION

Get a table that fits with your RhinoCab

he Rhinoman stainless steel
table is a great add-on for your
Rhinoman canopy. The Rhinoman
table has a stainless steel top with
powder-coated aluminium folding legs.
The unit folds completely flat and the legs
are locked in place by a sturdy leg lock.
The table can be mounted to the inside
ceiling of the RhinoCab by adding the
fitment frame.
Size: 1160 x 770mm
R 1850 - Table only
R 3245 - Table and fitment frame

CONTACT US
7 010010 0060;
<" Sales@Rhinoman.co.za

‘Your blanket and my mattress...’

If you want to camp for an extended period of time (as well as regularly), you'll need two durable items:
a proper tent and a proper mattress. After a long trip or outdoor activities you need a good night'’s rest.
With Carma Quip that’s a guarantee. This mattress is an investment for camping enthusiasts!

arma Quip has a reputation for and tall. Prices range between R850 and

being the most comfortable R1 100, depending on size.

and toughest self-inflating Carma Pet was launched last year for the

mattress in South Africa. four-legged family members. This pet bed is
Best of all is that this mattress inflates also ideal to take along on camping trips.

itself, and it will still work perfectly even
with a few punctures or tears!

The Rough'it range mattresses can CONTACT US
be rolled up quickly and compactly. It's ) 021 976 3924 or 082 345 6878
made of top-quality high-density foam (Marius or Carina)
and waterproof fabric. The single seam is / www.carmaquip.co.za
double-strengthened and the mattress 7 info@carmaquip.co.za
has a four-year warranty.

Each mattress is handmade and comes
with an adjustable securing strap and a

carry bag. CARMA

The mattresses are available in three w

sizes and are ideal for anyone, from the

" . l 2
smallest member of the family to the big ko“qh .‘
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Classifieds

www.CaraSure.com

After 15 Years, still South Africa’s favourite
Leisure Vehicle Insurance companion

%% 0861 868 765 b | info@carasure.com f CaraSure

ardrisk Insurance Company Ltd - App 1 Registered Fir

Y 4
ew caravan mover
www.ewiks.co.za

Single handed moving of your caravan, big or small effortlessly by operating only

2 switches. Powered from caravan battery, permanently fitted to drive onto road wheels.

For a fitment center or DIY information please contact: * b
i . @ EASY
Erik 082 487 49 50 sales@ewiks.co.za ,
6 O 30kg il LEATH RECEE
kyle @) 0843300606 () infomewiks.coza
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Seifo-T

Locksmiths

\[e]
INTERFERANCE
WITH ANY
WARRANTY ON YOUR

CARAVAN/CAMPER
IF INSTALLED
ACCORDING TO
SPECIFICATIONS

A
MACLAREN HBS0OOO

UNDER BENCH CARAVAN/ SR Dy Ge

* Cooling & Heating (heat pump)

CAMPER AIRCON * Fully self-contained unit ready to
' y plugin
+ Easy installation (parts & template
incl.)
GUARANTEE ° Ideal for pop-up roof caravans and

ON UNIT others
) * Unit can be run by inverter

* Lightweight, ideal for caravans
* No leakages causing wood to rot

FOR INFO AND PRICING CONTACT r
TEEIOINSIS NS !\/AACLﬁﬂEN
EMAIL: MACLAREN@UST.CO.ZA AIR CONDITIONING

CAMIL SUSPENSIONS
BETTER BARKIE SHOCK ABORBERS

Do not just replace the shocks on your bakkie -
replace it with @ Camil rear and front shock system.

WE SPECIALISE IN TOYOTA, NISSAN, FORD,
MAZDA, ISUZU & COLT,

For more info visit www.camilsuspensions.co.za or contact
(012) 335-5431
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Scan me with your smart phone!

EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE
UNDISPUTED VALUE

Canvas canopies

Kallie: 083 303 0850
E-mail: kallie@cbcc.co.za
www.custombuiltcanvascanopies.co.za

« Executive to budget canopies
« Only quality material used to manufacture canopies

« Lightweight, 13-25 kg - can be fitted by one person

« Non-corrosive aluminium standard or super
canopy frame

« Standard frame - coverage only

« Super frame - can carry 400-600 kg

« Canopies for all bakkies, Toyota, Nissan, Ford, Mazda,
Isuzu, Volkswagen, Land Cruiser, Hyundai, Kia, Chana,
Jeep, Mahindra, Soyat, 4x4's & trailers

« Covers for existing frames already on your vehicle

« Optional extras also available

Affordable

Luxurious
li '
aua ,ty " Quantum Leisure
Practical LUXURY CARAVAN MANUFACTURERS

go! Drive & Camp February 2018|119



Ice Maker Cover

CAMP @&
COVER o

www.campcover.co.za

info@campcover.co.za
www.campcover.co.za
021905 5005

RRESSIMEYANDIRWIEERUSHAYOU

Good news for caravan and boat owners

="

(0.75kW) 220v

ivans and

(1.50kW) 220v
for caravans and
boats boats

Total towing
weight:
3500kg

Total towing
weight:
1700kg

Price: R11 000 Price: R14 600

I AM HERE

» 12V DC MOTOR ROCKY JOCKY
14 TOWING WEIGHT: 4000KG

« Price: R16 000

CONTACT DICK VAN DER WESTHUIZEN
083 254 0461

email: dick.vdw1@gmail.com

Video: www.campingisfun.co.za
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OMALWEENDO

NAMIB DESERT

Enjoy 6 magical days and 5 nights with experienced
quides. Take a journey through the bygone diamond
B era. Enjoy 3 good meals per day as well as information
i about the area. We traverse the well-known roaring
dunes. The Safety of our guesls is pararnuun‘t to us.

SKELETON COAST PARK

Experience the magnificence and total seclusion of
the vast Namibian coastline. Relive the dramatic
stranding of the Dunedin Star on 29 November 1942
and the dramatic rescue operations. See the mighty
Kunene River Mouth. Experience the scenic
Kaokoland and its game and the people of the area.

The safety of our guests is paramount to us.

'n " (- N

e,

Dekker: Wlliemmn
+264 81 1220168 +264 B1 1286296
dekkersmit@omalweendo.com
willemiensmit@omalweendo.com

PRODUCTS

Seatcovers




Seat Saint Shoponlineatwwi: N O T 0 VWV E. 3 oz

GEL SEATS FOR BIKES AND CARS Visituson © /Motoweb.co.za. Price includes free delivery.
1ighly rated SUV medical gel seat cushion: Miles more
- A S,

-e Heedefiueu 'Go!
PROMOTES BLOOD CIRCULATION Magazine

LIMITS PAINFUL PRESSURE POINTS “Did 30 000 km across South America "Nomurediscmnfon,nomd
AND NUMBNESS using SeatSaint, itis absolutely excellent NOTHING! Highly recommended

LESS PAINFUL DISTRACTION AND and have ordered a new set formy S.A. -Robert, Bryanston
STIFFNESS. vehicle!" “I must say it makes a significant.

LESS SHOCK AND VIBRATION. USE IN -Uve, Cape Town difference™-Ed. Dushis

HHE CAR, OFFICE: ON THE CLANE] For further inquiries, Adrian: 083 702 1744

Gecko Xtreme is a dust-proof, multi-terrain
caravan suitable for travelling Africa in luxury.

Our company ethos is
“Quality, Luxury, Simplicity.”

www.gecko-offroad.co.za

Equipped with a fixed king size bed, indoor info@gecko-offroad.co.za
shower (with 220V/gas geyser) separate Keith 082 662 6394
fixed chemical toilet, hot and cold water Alison 082 532 5290

reticulation, 12V, 220V and solar charging Tel: (015) 276 5059

system_ Fax: {015}2?650?5
View by appointment please

VISIT OUT NEW CENTURION FITMENT CENTRE:
No 4 SIMARLO CENTRE HENNOPSPARK
Quinton | 076 159 5677

L2 P &

Hard shell roof top tent
From R18 850

Full 4x4 fitment service
now available!

Maxi Shade 270 Awning
from R7 750

WWW.customleisureteCh.CO.za it ot 2657
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DESIGN

Finance
available
from
R550 p/m

122 February 2018 go! Drive & Camp

082 464 3792
riaan@rlddesign.co.za
www.rlddesign.co.za

* Load carBy
ability: 500kg

* 100% water
and dust
proof

STAINLESS
STEEL CANOPIES
FROM R21 499,
VAT INCLUSIVE
DRAWER
SYSTEMS

FROM R7 999

Extras available:
- Roof racks

- Kitchen units

- Roof mounted tables
- Ammo crate sliders

- Drawer systems

R1000

R699

|

Prices advertised are subject to
change. Prices reflected online
will always be correct. Offers valid
while stocks last. Prices include
VAT but exclude postage.

We only deliver to South African
postal addresses. Please allow a
minimum of 12 working days for
delivery.

E-mail shop queries to
-+ verkope@media24.com

All products available at
“>winkel.weg.co.za




_% Off Road Canopies
*'Rooftop Boxes
* Tool Boxes
**Trailer Nose!Cones" ;
* Storage Boxes p— =

‘t ‘P‘

" Off Road Camping Tents

6 £, 0 *Any many morp
www.alumbox.co:za info@alumbox.co.za'

e Specialize in:

i R19 500
Insurance Claims An et = — — e From R19 999.00

Wood Rot
— allation & Vat included / Flun.-nl: can be arrange @ your premises

£ @caravanﬁtmen CE

' B ERZ

Jeep, Dodge & Chrysler
specialists

We specialize in Services, Repairs,
Maintenance & Accessories for Jeep,
Dodge & Chrysler

We supply reconditioned engines and gearboxes for all Jeep,
Dodge and Chrysler models

Large inventory of new second hand parts available

We are a proud member of RMI (Retail Motor Industry
Organization) and MIWA (Motor Industry Workshop Association)

Tel: 012 665 2925
Email: americansuv@mweb.co.za

www.americansuv.co.za
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TURBOCHARGERS V- Now also available
in Mozambique and Swaziland!

TURBOPROTECT

>> New, Service
Exchange & Repairs
of all makes of

Turbochargers > >> The Turboprotect waill
lubricate & cool the Turbo
Turbo & Diesel Service Center RACOR. automatically for 1-2

minutes after hot
engine shutdown.
>> Lubricates the Turbo
at start-up.
>> Hydraulically operated,
serviceable and

FUEL FILTER FUNNELS

>> Removes Water & Dirt
>> 4 sizes: Small (10Lpm),
Medium [15 Lpm), Large
liﬂ meé 55LE>¢"8 3 different sizes.
arge (55Lpm) Tried and tested since 1993,

CONTACT: Tel: 013 753 2885 » info@turboformance.co.za
www.turboformance.co.za « 48 hour dispatch in South Africa

RACOR

FUEL FILTERS

>> The best fuel protection
system for your engine.
>> The RACOR Fiter removes
Water, Dirt, Rust & Algae from
Fuel [Diesel, Petrol, Avgas
& JetA10)

€EKO
ALUMINIUM CANOPIES

WE ALSO MANUFACTURE:
KITCHEN CUPBOARDS
DRAWER SYSTEMS

ROOF RACKS 5

SLIDING CAMPING TABLES /
LED LIGHTS >/ '
CARGO RAILS ki -

§  EkoAuminium Canopies .

7 admin@ekoalu.co.za | ®021 981 2992 |
/“www ekoalucanonies co 7a

DISCOVERER 48 6 :

Manual or automatic

Large island bed & swi
Manual or automatic

DISCOVERER Delluxs =
Large island bed & swivel seats DISCOVERER.
“smMagual or automatic -

-

. wororrone oo |

Tel 021 5773863 Fax 021 5773864

; : : : www.motorhome-world.com
Sales | Design | Accessories | Service / i Binctechamaviod soh
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Everything you need
to get away from it all

An extensive range, accessories and expert

advice to helpyou find just the fight:tent.

m Family Tents Value Tents

/_4 NATUR/AL NATUR/AL
Aiest INSTINCTS INSTINCTS

=

OUTDOOR

for every adventure

www.outdoorwarehouse.co.za
Visit or call toll-free 0800 003 051 for your nearest branch n E Outtioony @] Ouidoorwstelicusacs
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(Traller not included) QUALITY TENT MANU

TENTCO

Light up your adventures

VEGA SPOT

Imx3m
Deme tent extention
2.8m and verandah 1.8m

Jnrtent tofit 1.3 m (h) R11000

Inrtent tofit 1.45m (h) R11190

Snrtent tofit 1.6m (h) R14610

h: Trailer height from floor to top of roof rack

No Boundavies

R10850

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND

S‘IIH mx2Amx2Im
R2220
Sidewalls with windows available

WANDERER BOW TENTS

- RIPSTOP MATERIAL
JNR: 2.5x25x1.58m R3250
SNR:3x3x2.1m R3820

THIS PRODUCT IS AVAILABLE FROM: CAMPCUMB.> D70 497 Lnd._ kaAP @ Ac#: iR Kioppers _ BETWEEN STORES.

DELUXE
6mx29mx25mR9935
Side walls available

WITH DAYTIME RUNNING LIGH

¥

NB: PRICE WILL VARY

SPOT BEAM PATTERN

PRICESIONLYAVALIDIEORFEEBRUARY{2018
WWW.TENTCO.CO.ZA nowon Ki 5.

AGENTS: SEE LIST ON WEBSITE

TEL: +27 11 397 6451/2
FAX: +27 11 397 6421
E-MAIL: info@tentco.coza
WHOLESALE: colin@tentco.co.za

21 BISSET RD
JETPARK, BOKSBURG - JHB

1 YEAR WARRANTY

COLOURS, SPECIFICATIONS
& STOCK - E & OE
TRADE ENQUIRIES
WELCOME

Call: +27 21 886 5479

www.extremelights.co.za

INVADER

Off-Road Campers

INFO@INVADER.CO.ZA
WWW.INVADER.(
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The iwo-sleeper Invader Duo Is
designed for the camper on the go.
You can set up camp with the push of

a button!

The four-sleeper Invader Quatire Is
designed for families. The spacious and
luxurious Interior = with @ vanity, pertfable

tollet and ample packing space -

puts this perina




4 Simarlo Centre Hennopspark
Quinton 074 7896880

BZT Bumper

.00 Excluding fitment Snorkel from R1 950.00

% Easy Lift Kit. 50 mm lift for the Hilux D4D, Stainless steel long range fuel tank.
Hilux Revo, Navara, Triton, Land Cruiser Gﬁ.ll'tr%-':r 9raH‘{'|t)' fﬁed, P":-':Is-'ﬁ“re tes}zd.
and Ford Ranger, R2 350.00 T e, T 850,00 O ™

Maxi Shade 270 Awning available
from R7 750.00

| 40 o

a3¢_ v Y
s

*

A“:: B

All product offerings exclude fitment. .. h

Drawer / packing systems available
from R7 500.00
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[§7:Y») ;XY oflcanvas

©,

= (.
= - NR.1 BEST
SELLER
i - QUALITY TENT MANUFACTURERS
— -
i ! No Boundavies
SPECIFICATIONS
Max weight 180 kg Ripstop canvas
ey Mopan

Steel frame

FISHERMAN STOOL

Dmo

201T-R1640

f ' COOLER BOXES WITH-
| BOTTLE OPENING

| & 401T-R2145
|  S017-Rasts [ BUNDUCANOPY )
90LT-R3315 BUNDU CANOPY
B 14017- R4880 27mx3m
R1490

Max weight 150kg
R330

CLASSIC CHAIR

DELUXE
SPECIFICATIONS PORTABLE TOILET

600d Heavy duty
material

Sponge padding — -8

Steelframe < e 3
gt . SPECIFICATIONS  SPECIFICATIONS
£ -
ReSO SN Y 20t lrequiarsize [ f
BIG BOY CHAIR . R850 "l Pl

BUNDU BASIN
SPECIFICATIONS 4+6BOX AVAILABLE IN STORE. 1x BOX:
Nﬂﬂl’l llpstnp R280
Steel frame 2x BOX:
Ma:weighr. 15“@ R340 R350
R499 HEAVY DUTY 3xBOX:
PVC BUCKET R455
100cm x 35¢m x 30cm VARIOUS
@ INSERTS AVAILABLE
INCLUDING MATTRESS SHOWER BUCKET
Bedroll R990 Swagroll Bag R990
mh DELUXE STANDARD Double Swagroll Bag R1750
e: 1.9m x 60cm x 40cm (=
Max weight: 130kg ‘
R660
BASIC LARGE R290
Size: t2.1m x 80cm x47cm 2511 :
-~ :

SIZE: 2m x 67cm x 5¢em

R630

SIZE: 2mx 67cm X 10cm

R480 Rg?s

{ No pumps needed

Complete with compression
stuff sack

PRICES ONLY;VALID FOR'FEBRUARY; 2018

21 BISSET RD FAX: +27 11397 6421 COLOURS, SPECIFICATIONS
JETPARK, BOKSBURG -JHB  E-MAIL: info@tentco.co.za & STOCK - E& OF

TEL: +27 11397 6451/2 WHOLESALE: colin@tentco.co.za TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME
AGENTS: SEE LISTONWEBSITE WWW.TENTCO.CO.ZA

now on K3 £k

. ({5 in Africa

BUNDU SLEEPING BAG

SPECIFICATIONS

Filling 350 gsm

210 Polyester Nylon outer
Cotton inner

Complete with stuff sack
Size: 2.1mx1.0m

R499

]
nkiagim
—
—
.

Combort

30 s,
-5%

Yol
1a13apm
Weight : 2.5%g

CAPRIVI2 “

SPECIFICATIONS
2Imx2.Imx1.3m
INNER TENT: 190T
POLYESTER NYLON
FLYSHEET & FLOOR: 210D
OXFORD NYLON

R499

CAPRIVI 3

SPECIFICATIONS
3mX3mX1.8m

INNER TENT: 1907
POLYESTER NYLON
FLYSHEET & FLOOR: 210D
OXFORD NYLON

R799

FOLDABLETABLES

180cm x 74cm x 74¢m (H) R680
120cm x 60cm x 74cm (H) R579
80cm x 80cm x 74em (H) R589

These products are available from:

Rty Gt s

SRR cavecLMBL

Kioppers_  KAAP@AGRI
A
Agn Land|__ O
oniand,  abra

NE: PRICE WILL VARY BETWEEN STORES.

We strive to ensure that, at the time of going to
print, all information is correct. However, Tentco
will not be held liable for any errors that may occur.
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In the market for a caravan mover?

S VOLLTIC [ .

)

SOMILL CC 058 821 0006,
RIETFONTEIN, R51 DISTRICT,
BALFOUR
COORDINATES:

S 26 58 4145 O 28 35 3631
* TEL: DIRK 082 494 6510
LEON 082 490 1809
(OFFICE HOURS)

the next generation a :
automatic caravan mover
With 1-4 gradient operation. Only one set
needed for Exclusive.From R25400.00
installation and VAT included.

, Lightweight fibreglass caravans.
Tel: (011) 452-8188 « Cell: 082 554 8335 -Easy to tow. N o
Sh er Pa e-mail: sherpa@telkomsa.net -Fits into a normal garage. -Custom-made
Website: www.sherpaleisure.co.za A 0 J -
! - Contact us for a dealer in your area. Sherpa Tiny and'Rough’Roader,
. C!Surc -' - g T R - e = -

Carrying Loads LighY

E}k 2 * ‘ 2yt ' e gFibretrail i
NIRRTl OG5 i
i - Now,available - SherpaTiny Lite and Sh%rpa Fibretra,

MMIT Buy direct from factory & importer: Unit B14 Topaz Park

082 472 8908 72 Topaas Street
Fa | : Akasia

Py sales@summit4x4.co.za Rosslyn
ACCESSORIES jhryce@summit4x4.co.za Pretoria

All BZT Bumpers BZT Rear Bumper including !

R14 500.00, tow bar, work lights , high lift

including VAT, points, R9 500.00, including (8558

excluding fitment £ e VAT Hilux Vigo, Hilux Revo ;

or shipping { and Ranger T6 / T7

L8 Snorkels in stock from
S R1 950.00,

including vat excluding
fitment or shipping

BZT Armour Bash plates 4 mm
steel e-coated powder coated
Hilux Vigo, Hilux Revo and
ford Ranger T6 / T7

www.sumrﬁif‘lx‘ll.co.za
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LOSTUMECONUTDPCANUPIES EY RATIERS'

SET UP AND PACK UP IN TWO TICKS |

LUXURIOUS KITCHEN | UNIQUE DESIGN
083 281 7800 / CUSTOMCANOPIES@MWEB.CO.ZA / WWW.CUSTOMCANOPIES.ORG

www.Japanauto.co.za

2 Harold Flight Road, Jetpark
Tel 011 397-6789 0861 Engine

www.Japanauto.co.za
sales@Japanauto.co.za

AFTERMARKET SALES
www.amsaftermarket.com
Email: after@global.co.za

Procomp promises that its products will last a kw"dqe‘mm"'k““mp"“"“
i % z = Distributors of 4x4 Accessories
lifetime, because of their commitment to WwWw.wac4x4.co.za
quality & manufacturing excellence. Email: warrick@wac4x4.co.za

EI‘—"?V'K'"E:S Z REFPAIRS

View your home on your Smartphone from anywhere in the world.
info@cctv-direct.co.za

www.cctv-direct.co.za

TO ADVERTISE
HERE CALL:
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Accommodation

The Adventure Utility Trailer has an electronic elevating load rack. The load rack should
once the trailer is loaded be lowered to the lowest position to suit the load. This is to
ensure maximum stability as well as to save fuel. Once camp site has been reached it is
raised to the highest position to accommodate the roof top tent or awnings to live
under comfortably. The Adventure Trailer can be used as a Normal Trailer, for Quad
Biking, Mountain Biking, Hunting, Scuba Diving or any other Adventure your heart desires.
BATTISTA ERRERA 082 055 6220/012 8191146
battista@nextadventure.co.za | www.nextadventure.co.za
251 Moepel Street Derdepoort, Pretoria | GPS:$25.40.39.7/£28.17.9.1

Tel: Cornelia 039 975 1107
Fax: 039 975 1108

E-mail: corlans@telkomsa.net
www.corians.co.za

PO Box 19, Pennington 4184

KwaZulu- Natal

KWAZULU-NATAL PENNINGTON
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low 57 sta as well as our first completed chalet.
Now 57 stands, as well as our first completed chalet Basedin  forest-like setting in Balio,lies Dolphin

® We have a 25km mountain bike and hiking trail ! ; - Holiday Resort. With a variety of caravan sites and
Lots of game, like blue wildebeest, kudu, camels, iane self-catering units we cater for everyone’s needs. Play
zebra, impala, blesbuck, etc. = area and swimming pool to keep the kids entertained,
: - 24 hour security, tea terrace which serves tea, coffee
E'M: mmm-ma l Martie: 083 741 9097 - -l and creamed scones daily. Waterberry Tea Garden
The co-ordinates at entrance from main road are: — . open daily for breakfast, lunch, tea, coffee and cakes. e ;
¢ S422642 £ 02839698 ' Tel:032 946 2187 + e-mail: info@dolphinholidayresort.co.za
‘COo. »
WWW-bOSfOI'ItEIII CO za %.y, s Fax: 032 946 3490 » Web: www.dolphinholidayresort.co.za

KWAZULU-NATAL BALLITO

LIMPOPO BELA-BELA
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SCOTTBURGH
CARAVAN PARK

Top Resorts
Somalnch iy 2009 -
_ Present

Cemonesnitl T- N n and
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One kilometre beach frontage

Rock Pools

Sheltered Bathing

Fresh Water Swimming Pools

All Stands Hard or Grassed

Beach Cottage Furnished

TV / Video & Elactrfcfty on all Sites

Welcome to our [!H[e plece of paradise in fhe Waterberg

18 bush camp caravan sites - with electricity and water - 16 private sites - own private ablutions & dishwashing basins
Sites are for 4 people. - Extra people pay per person

LIMPOPO BELA-BELA

OPPI PLAAS

039 976 0291

caravanpark@scottburgh.co.za
www.ScottburghCaravanPark.co.za

S

= 3

LIMPOPO

TO ADVERTISE
AHERE CALL:

buck-'ro school offers -
Jan / Feb 2018 -
camvaﬁ ksp?t:m!3 for 2
ts, stay for 3 nignts.
082 876 8189 Also can?ac‘r us for specials on private
Jeanine Kruger houses/ |0dge$
082 342 2299

Lizel Pauw

shole. TGN |‘ www.mabalingwegamereserve.co.za | info@boschpoort.co.za | 0147369000/ 001 7010

083 583 1604

LIMPOPO
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3 -+-18 km from Bela-Bela on the
Thabazimbi road - 2 swimming
S pools: Play park, cydling,

B bird-watching - Large screen TV,
pool table - 52 campling sites
Pub - Game drives - Chalets

Anneke: 082 908 4448
info@koro-koro.co.za
www.koro-koro.co.za

LIMPOPO BELA-BELA

Skm outside Parys on'the Fochville road

MID-WEEK RATES
Caravanjtent stands - R 200.00 per night (4 PAX)
R 150.00 per night (4 PAX)
4-Bed Chalet - R 600.00 per night

3 nights or more

6-Bed Chalet — R 900.00 per night
Reservations: 082 312 4123 :
Email: info@umfula.net
Web: www.umfula.net
: $26.51.74" - E27.28.11"
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North West
&
Free State

www.deark-clarens.co.za -

FREE STATE

reservations@deark-clarens.co.za

- 058 256 1202

CLARENS

SPECIAL OFFER ~ - OUT OF SEASON - 5 NIGHTS -
2 PEOPLE - R500 PER STAND (SUNDAY TO FRIDAY)
SPECIAL OFFER - MIDWEEK ~ OUT OF SEASON ~ 4 NIGHTS -
2 PEOPLE - R1600 PER CHALET (MONDAY TO FRIDAY)
Nature reserve in malaria-free area. : Bushveld atmosphere — less than an hour from Pretoria and Johannesubrg — close to Brits. Self-catering houses
and caravan park with neat ablutions - wheelchair-friendly bathroom. Hikes ~ cycle trails - bird-watching — game drives - plenty of game
+ Play park « Table tennis - Pool tables - Trampolines - Volley ball court - Putt-putt - Indoor heated pool - Jacuzi - Cold water pools

Cell: 073 171 8331/082 375 6179 + E-mail: info@dubegame.co.za
NORTH WEST

" R100 P/CAMPSITE
N RS0 P/PERSON v
PRE-SCHOOLERS - FREE

CAMPING TARIFFS 9-11 MARCH:
R600 per campsite
for the weekend or part thereol
- i

MlSTy WATERS
204? Mu51c f?s_lvm_

LAKE UMUZI, MPUMALANGA
AMYSTICAL 3 DAY Music FesTivaL LI

Dan Patlansky « Black Cat Bones

Native Young « Koos Kombuis

- AND MORE TO BE ANNOUNCED -

0176313452/411 0872335082 | welcome(@lakeumuzi.co.za
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NOHTH WEST

Gauteng

Tely 043 734 3043
info@yellows.cé.2a
“www.ye!laws .Co.za y

¥ 4

EAST LONDON

5 |ar e, separate sites. ;
25 large, sep ;' § aa ,'P'-ll.lm:ﬁz

Dinokeng Big 5 Game Reserve s Pt

35km north of Pretoria Tel: 081702 2989 | Info@wlllemsrus oz
www.willemsrus.co.za |

GAUTENG PRETORIA
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CYRIL'S STORY

A thankless job

Motoring journalists actually lead a lonely and dangerous life,

claims Cyril Klopper.

don’t want to boast, but motoring

journalism is probably at the apex of

the journalistic profession. Even if I

have to say so myself. Not everyone
can drive a brand new car every week and
then write 600 words about it. Each week
you also have to re-learn on which side of
the steering wheel the indicator stalk is.
Does the test vehicle use petrol or diesel?
You have to keep your head in the game
on a level that smug news journalists
never get to experience.

Investigative journalists might contend
that motoring writers’ contribution to the
knowledge of civilization is unimportant,
but can Jacques Pauw tell the difference
between hydraulic and electric power
steering? I don’t think so.

War photographers will whine and say
that no one ever shoots at motoring jour-
nalists, but motoring journalists - or moto
journos - have to stay calm and collected
during a dinner with Toyota’s top dogs
where you're confronted by a dozen pieces
of cutlery, the purpose of which totally
escapes you.

SURE, WE MIGHT LOOK like oddballs:
Predominantly middle-aged men who
can converse about little else than cars
and motorsport. You can also spot us
from miles away: We usually glob together
in an airport’s arrivals hall, each of us
hauling a clothing bag courtesy of BMW,
a golf shirt with a chequered flag and the
words Simola Hillclimb printed on the
pocket, and a fancy Land Rover jacket —
the most expensive item of clothing in
our cupboard.

But spare a thought for people like us
who despite our best efforts will never
win a Pulitzer Prize. The only moto journo
to achieve this was Dan Neil of The Wall
Street Journal’s motoring supplement. His
name is still whispered in revered tones
over cups of coffee in office kitchens. Few

136 | February 2018 go! Drive & Camp

motoring writers possess the confidence
to write a novel, and according to book
reviewers we certainly aren’t destined
for J.M. Coetzee-levels of fame.

To top it all, we’re competitive with each
other. The person with the most Voyager
miles gets to choose what colour car he
wants to drive at a vehicle launch.

Vehicle launches aren’t easy. A year
or so ago I attended the launch of a
luxury German SUV in Mozambique.

I could take along a partner and chose

my wife so that I could once and for all
prove to her that I actually work hard

and that my job isn’t a paid holiday.

We had to share a vehicle with another
couple: the editor of a well-known life-
style publication and his wife. Somewhere
on a sandy trail north of Ponta do Ouro,
Mrs Editor suddenly developed an urgent
need to go to the loo. The nearest filling
station was hours away and she absolutely
refused to use a long-drop in a nearby
settlement.

We stopped behind a dune next to a
lake. It was a sweltering, humid day and
we didn’t want to switch off the engine
since we desperately needed the air con,
plus we were slightly concerned about
the hippos bobbing in the nearby lake.

She shulffled to the back of the vehicle
with her hands clutching at her dress. In
her haste for some privacy she brushed
past the proximity sensors and activated
the rear-view camera. Inside the vehicle
a loud “beep” drew our attention to the
large touch screen on the dashboard.

On the screen were two pale white
moons, each pocked with meteorite
craters. The motoring journalist in me
made a mental note to remember to
mention the excellent picture quality.
The editor coolly placed his hand over
the screen to protect his wife’s dignity
while the sensors loudly continued to
warn us of an impending crash.

Only then did the penny drop. It was
deafly quiet in the car. Not even Mrs
Editor’s relieved sigh as she climbed back
in could cut through the awkwardness.

MOTO JOURNOS TYPICALLY attend
launches without their spouses (it’s at
these that we have it tough - or so we tell
our significant others). You pick a driving
partner from the group of journos who
flew in with you. It’s usually someone you
know well and who you can rely upon to
take the wheel if you’re feeling poorly after
having enjoyed a bit too much of the free
booze the night before. But often it’s a new
face: A young guy or girl who dutifully jots
down every word the PR person says.




It’s amusing to chat to these newbies
and to brag about how many countries,
provinces, race tracks and hotels you’ve
visited. You suggest, whether they want
your guidance or not, on which aspect of
the vehicle they should focus.

Certain seasoned veterans enjoy scaring
the newbies. And sometimes the newbies
scare you, as my colleague Kyle Kock
discovered when a young journalist drove
into a river with Kyle in the passenger
seat. They had to swim ashore, and the
Italian manufacturer’s bosses were none
too pleased. But I've already said too
much. Moto journos have a saying: “What
happens at a launch stays at a launch”.

In terms of test vehicles, we have it
even tougher. Like the time a French car
manufacturer had a convertible dropped
off at my office. I immediately took it for
a spin through town. When I stopped at
a traffic light I noticed a car full of young
ladies next to me. They checked my car
out from top to bottom and batted their
eyes at me. I used the opportunity to
impress them even more by lowering the
roof. With the push of a button the roof
popped up, to the delight of my attractive
audience. Halfway through the process,
however, the roof got stuck and refused to

www.weq.co.za

budge. I repeatedly pushed the button but
the little French car stubbornly refused to
obey me. The ladies were howling with
laughter as the traffic light turned green.
With the roof at half-mast I crept across a
busy intersection while fellow motorists
hooted at me and flipped the bird.

EVERY TIME I BRING a test vehicle home,
my neighbour peers through the cracks of
the curtain of her living room window:. If
it’s a super-expensive Mercedes-Benz GLS
she surely asks her husband if the guy
who moved in next door is a bank robber
or a drug dealer because how else can he
afford to drive a different car every week.
If there’s a Datsun Go in my driveway,
they probably whisper: “Ag shame, he
probably didn’t sell enough tik last week”.

With the roof at half-mast
| crept across a busy
intersection while fellow

motorists hooted at me and
flipped the bird.

The handful of people who do know that
I’'m a motoring journalist sometimes ask
me what the best vehicle is. My answer
always disappoints, because it’s never
what they want to hear. Now do you see
what a lonely and dangerous life a moto
journo leads?

We do have a little bit of authority
though, especially if you’re a member
of the South African Guild of Motoring
Journalists. A colleague once exceeded
the speed limit in an American muscle
car. When a traffic cop pulled him over,
he flashed his membership card and
declared confidently that the guild has
special permission to exceed the speed
limit. The speed cop actually believed
him and my colleague could drive away
breathing a sigh of relief.

Why would anyone want to be a
motoring journalist if there are easier
jobs in journalism - jobs like war
correspondent, for example? It’s totally for
the love of cars. You can take everything
before and after this statement with a
pinch of salt but never doubt our devotion
to our trade. Of course, the free tank of fuel
that comes with every test vehicle and the
enjoyment derived from driving around in
someone else’s car aren’t bad either.  ©
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WHACKY WHEELS

Mending a broken

heart

After tragedy struck, Hennie Prinsloo from Pretoria dealt with
his trauma by taking on an ambitious project: redesigning the nose
of his Mercedes-Benz Gelandewagen.

My 24-year-old daughter had

battled cancer for 12 years and

passed away in September 2011.
My wife couldn’t bear the heartbreak
and succumbed almost exactly a year
later. I was emotionally shattered, and
to keep my mind off everything I decided
to tackle a massive automotive project.

One night, looking at my Mercedes-
Benz, I decided that I wanted to change
the front end - give it a dramatic over-
haul. Given my background as an
aircraft technician and as an engineer
at Safmarine, I was certain I could do
almost all of the work myself.

I started pulling the nose apart and
shaping it. I would sculpt a new nose
and then decide it was not what I had
in mind. So I started at the beginning
numerous times.

Truth be told, over the course of four
years there were stages I thought it
wouldn’t be possible. And right from the
start people warned me that putting a
rounded nose on a square body wouldn'’t
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work. But I continued to sit in front of the
Merc for hours, moulding a new front end
using clay, metal hangers and even wood.
Two years in I really thought I had
taken on too much and was ready to
give up. After about a three-month
break, I gave the project another go
with renewed vigour.
While browsing the internet one
night I came across an advertisement
for Bullet, an Australian aftermarket
company that specialises in building bolt-
on superchargers specifically for certain
engines. I decided then and there that
while I was reconstructing the G-Class’s
nose, I might as well also go full bore and
do a supercharged Lexus V8 conversion
as well.
The result is 340 kW and 580 Nm.
It still has the diff locks and is still a
fully functional 4x4 with air con and
all the standard luxuries. It’s to be
expected that a vehicle with this sort
of conversion is a bit thirsty, but mine
averages about 16 £/100 km, which is

very reasonable when you consider the
amount of power available.

In the end, I did need help. The leather
straps that keep the bonnet down were
created by one of the local leather shops
in Pretoria, and the wooden panel trim
along the profile was also shaped by one
of my friends.

The project took me four years, and as
far as I know it’s the only one in the
world that looks like this.

go! Drive & Camp says The unique work
is evidently quite popular as Hennie gets
pulled off the roadside often by inquisitive
people wanting to take pictures of it.

Have you spotted any wacky
wheels on your travels? Tell us
about it and send a photo to
“% drivecamp@gomag.co.za or go! Drive
& Camp, PO Box 740, Cape Town 8000. &
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“HALFWAY,TO YOUR
AP TOYOTA

LEAD THE WAY

VISIT YOUR NEAREST HALFWAY TOYOTA DEALER OR
GO TO HALFWAYTOYOTA.COM FOR THE FULL PICTURE ON OUR RANGE
OF 4X4s THAT WILL TAKE YOU ON A REAL RIDE!

Contact Ryan at Halfway Toyota Fourways on offroad@halfway4ways.co.za (for Gauteng regions),
Daan at Halfway Toyota George on sales7@halfwaygeorge.co.za (for Garden Route region)
or Gerald on gerald@halfway.ws (for KZN regions) to book a FREE 4x4 Driver Training Course and enquire on the cost
to do a 2 day 4x4 Driver Accreditation Course, Unit Standard’s 254135 & 254154.

Think Toyota. Think Halfway Toyota.

Halfway Toyota George: Tel: 044 802 8200 Halfway Toyota Scottburgh: Tel: 039 978 7500
Halfway Toyota Howick: Tel: 033 330 2175 Halfway Toyota Ottery: Tel: 021 703 9174
Halfway Toyota Fourways: Tel: 011 317 8888 Halfway Toyota Shelly Beach: Tel: 039 315 3000
Halfway Toyota Honeydew: Tel: 011 801 6500 Halfway Toyota Chobe: Tel: 00267 625 0772
Halfway Malanda Toyota: Tel: 039 973 2022 Halfway Toyota Ngami: Tel: 00267 686 0252

www. halfwaytoyota.com

n Visit the Halfway Toyota Group Facebook page and follow us on Twitter at @halfwaytoyota
T&Cs apply



Comet Caravans<—>

Vs o &t {ne Bedkl helficky dhow (ffem 2823
Eebruany20ili8iforghugeloffersionithe
GypseyllitelCaravan

FEEL FREE TO CONTACT US FOR SPECIAL PRICES:
FRANCOIS 082 876 8100 | CINDY 076 293 7873 | STEFAN 064 380 6292
THEO 083 656 6456 | MORNE 082 452 2854
WE HAVE THE BIGGEST RANGE OF NEW AND PRE-USED CARAVANS

POTJIEKOS COMPETITION

wiTH BEN KRUGER! AS GUEST COOK
/ AND JUDGE
3 MARCH 2018

WORLD-RECORD HOLDER OF 50 POTJIES
SIMULTANEOUSLY

SPONSORED BY KAUFMANN
NO ENTRY FEE
COMPETITION RULES WILL BE SUPPLIED ON OUR FACEBOOK WEB PAGE

JURGENS XT TROOPER

R198/000;

ANKEA 083 5354834 | THOMAS 078601 8256

THOMAS@COMETCARAVANS.CO.ZA OOSTHUISENSTRAAT, BOKSBURG 1460 TEL: 011 826 6241/2/3

Terms and conditions apply | Limited stock available



