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“A new dimension of space and convenience in a compact tourer!”

Prices and specification subject to change.
Photos for illustration purposes. E&OE

The 2019 Tourer D64 luxury camper

Easy and economical to drive and park with
raised suspension options for SA touring conditions.

Luxury interior with hotel bed, lovely kitchen,
AN MaXxXmo

ceramic toilet & separate shower, cargo space for
bicycles etc... This is the caravan of the future! holiday on wheels
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See website for detail: www.maxmo.life info@maxmao.life leon 082 899 9999
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ED’S LETTER

(o on, surprise yourself

t's always great when something surprises me.

Or maybe I should clarify: when something

surprises me in a good way. Should the petrol

price rise unexpectedly by R10/£ at the end of
this month, it will be quite surprising, but certainly
not enjoyable. Also not if Des van Rooyen is appointed
as finance minister again.

I come across something in just about every issue
that delivers a healthy dose of surprise, and this
month was no exception. I was surprised when
Cyril arrived at the office and reported that he
drove 22 passes in just two days. And I was equally
surprised that Leon was able to hitch the brand-new
Stealth Evolution XR6 to go camping for a weekend.
He and his family are among the first people to

sleep in this road caravan.

Mingled with the surprise, there was also relief when Kyle’s partner Stacey gave birth
to their first-born. Little Kade is healthy, and if that apple doesn’t fall far from the tree, it’s
likely that high-octane petrol already flows through his veins. Welcome, young man. We
share in your parents’ joy and wish you the very best for the future. May be your road be
without sharp stones; your stand level, on grass and under shade trees; and your off-road
tyres always remain on their rims.

I also enjoyed our reader story about the journey the Venters from Halfmanshof took
through the north of the country. What amazes me is how much they managed to fit into
such a short time.

The March holiday is around the corner, and the Easter weekend follows hard on its
heels. Where will you be going? What have you always wanted to see or experience?

And why are you still waiting?

If there is one thing the Venters can teach us, it’s that you don’t have to wait for

a long holiday to go on a proper trip. So make your plans and hit the road. You may just

surprise yourself...
Schelt

Safe travels!
EDITOR

schalk.jonker@media24.com
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.Come and see!

The All New Checkmate solid roof caravan, The OKTO low profile
caravans, Swift luxury caravans plus introducing the Coastline Deluxe!,
Bush Lapa off-road range, the rugged Stealth low profile caravan and -

Challenger Camping and luggage ftrailers. Many LeisureWorld specials,
snacks, lucky draw for an amazing hamper and much more!

SOUTH-AFRICA’'S LARGEST SELLING DEALE TALL*

l Q Loftus Car van_ City

01 1-792-1 456

WWW, Ioﬂuscaravans cO0.Za -;.._,,.-u---"
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IT AIN'T HEAVY, IT'S
MY CARAVAN

e recently got a trendous
fright when the towbar of my
2006 Nissan X-Trail, the diesel
model, recently broke near
Ngodwana on the N4. I've been towing a
Jurgens Fleetline with the X-Trail since 2009.

Just outside Nelspruit, | heard a knocking
sound, but | though it was the luggage
in the back of the car making a noise. |
decided to stop and make sure everything
was okay, however. To my dismay, | saw that
the right side of the towbar appeared to
be loose. It's also the side where the Yellow
Blade stabiliser’s arm fits. | decided to drive
at a snail’s pace up to the Machado Shell
petrol station, about 100 km away. With only
another kilometre or three to go, | heard an
abrasive noise as we rounded a bend. It was
the stabiliser dragging on the road.

We could’'nt go any farther. My wife, Ellie,
wanted to put out the emergency triangle
to warn oncoming traffic, but it was burried
under all our luggage. She jogged around
the bend with a red bag... and just there
one of her shoes broke. Then, as a 70-year-
old, | realised how difficult it is to unhitch
a caravan when one side of the towbar is
pushing down on the road. But | eventually
managed, then moved the car away and let
the caravan run backwards a little against a
small embankment. Just then, two vehicles
stopped and told me Ngodwana was just
around the corner. One of the vehicles
was a bakkie and he towed our caravan
to Ngodwana.

Our Samaritans helped to unscrew the
towbar, and we saw that it was cracked on
both sides. The right side broke at the one

crack and the left side’s remaining piece is bent
between the cracks.

Vusi Nkalanga helped us and welded both
sides. Three hours (and R1 500) later, we were
grateful to be on our way to Roodepoort.

Back home I called the towbar manufacturer
and they replaced it for free.

According to the specifications, the towbar
is certified for a 75 kg nose weight and
2 000 kg towing weight. Our bathroom scale
shows the caravan’s nose weight to be 122 kg
(with the battery and an empty gas cylinder
in the caravan and the tent with its poles
and pegs). It's a 1996 model with its standard
fridge, and our cutlery is packed in the kitchen.
The caravan’s spare wheel is in the X-Trail. At
the weighbridge, the scale shows 1 320 kg, but
according to Jurgens the GVM is 1 100 kg.

Furthermore, it seems as if a caravan’s nose

We love hearing what you have to say! Please write to us at " drivecamp@gomag.co.za, and do remember
to include your full address and contact details. go! Drive & Camp reserves the right to edit and shorten
letters — and to use them in the magazine, on the website and elsewhere.

weight is not readily available, and you also
don't carry a scale around when shopping
for caravans.
PIET RAUTENBACH
Roodepoort

The X-Trail’s tare weight is around 1 500 kg,
which means you can legally tow a heavier
caravan. According to Piet’s figures and that
of Jurgens, the caravan is overloaded, but still
within the limits of the towbar. The problem

is the nose weight, because the law limits you
100 kg, and in this case 75 kg. The 122 kg is
almost double that. Nose weights differ, and
the onus is on you to pack so that the nose
weight limit isn't exceeded. But it’s a good idea
to have the caravan’s nose weight as heavy as
possible for a more stable tow. - Ed >

Winning letter

Piet wins a cooler bag worth R220.
Whether you're a camper, fisherman,
or sports fan next to a cricket pitch; this
cooler bag has room for luch box and a
1,5 £ cool drink bottle. The lid also has
space for a koffee flask. The interior is
lined with PVC which makes it easy to

6[March 2019 go! Drive & Camp

keep this bag clean and hygenic. The bag

has a short strap that reaches over the top
and attaches with a Velcro strip, and also
a longer shoulder strap if you're going
to carry it over longer distances. It’s an
ideal picnic accessory or a padkos bag for

a road trip.
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DTW2852K IMPACT DRIVER DCL1802Z
DRILL 13mm CLEANER

440Nm 12.7mm
IMPACT WRENCH

280Nm 12.7mm

5.0Ah BATTERY

6.0Ah BATTERY

3.0Ah BATTERY BL1850B BL1860B
BL1830B Charge time: Charge time:
2 egn Hion 45 min! 55 min!
22 min!

1.5Ah BATTERY
BL1815N
Charge time:

15 min!

SUPERIOR

Cordless Technology

18V Intelligent Charger and Batteries
fit all 18V Tools

Excludes HP347 & HP457 white/black battery models
*Charge time from cold

Charges all the batteries

LED FLASH-LIGHTS TWO PORT MULTI

Enhance your
outdoor experience

Drill holes for pegs,
jack your caravan

Fo4

ill L

Clean
caravan
and tent

DUB182Z
BLOWER

DJR186ZK

RECIPRO SAW
Cutting wood
Sold without blade

DUC3022

FAST CHARGER ‘
") DC18RD AUTOMOTIVE CHARGER
&7 DC18SE DCF1022
Charge times are longer when AUTOMATIC
SWING FAN

using the DC18SE

ADPOS5

| 3 DMLS800
DMLE8O7 v ]
DMLS8O0S ., 0 4
DMLBO2 o
DML801 WORKLIGHT _y

ﬂMakaaw&rtmlsSA 0 MakitaToolsSA

For more info. or your nearest Makita dealer contact Rutherford:

_/ Rutherford

amemsen of e HUAACO crour

ADAPTOR FOR USB

JHB: 011 B878-2600 = CT: 021 932-0568 » DBN: 031 717-6400

Charges or supplies
power to smart
phone, tablets, etc.
Cellphone for illustration
purpases only.

Batteries and
Chargers Sold
Separately
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THE AMAZING WALL-TO-WALL
INFLATABLE MATTRESS

We went camping with some friends at Tietiesbaai
once. One of them, Pieter van Kraayenburg, was on
his way and called to ask which camping mattress to
buy. I advised him to buy a double-bed size, but when
he arrived at Tietiesbaai and unpacked, he only had
a two-man tent. What’s more, he bought a king-sized
mattress. This would’nt work, so I suggested swapping
mattresses. He took my single-bed inflatable mattress
and I slept really well on his king-sized one.

GRETHA LAURENCE

Moorreesburg

I refer to the article “Through the diamond diggers’ backyard” in the
September 2018 issue.

Thanks to this article, we decided to go check out Oranjemund and
surrounds. So we booked our spot in December at the Op My Stoep
Lodge and also booked a dune ride with Fanie Smit. Camping at Op
My Stoep ran smoothly and we joined three other vehicles for the
dune ride. Before we started, Fanie played the role of Oranjemund
ambassador and told us about the area’s rich history.

The ride was a proper adventure: we ran the gamut of fear,
excitement, joy and tears, but thanks to Fanie’s thorough briefing,
everything went swimmingly. It’s an experience to slide down the
dunes in your vehicle, and with Fanie’s expertise, we even felt at ease.

Oranjemund is a special place. There are even gemsbok walking
around the town. Many of the activities in the area are free and you can
drive right up to the beach where the guys are fishing.

DOT CHALMERS
Centurion

AND WHEN A NEIGHBOUR IS SAWING LOGS?

I write about readers’ opinions on your Digital page in man and try to do something about it? They could try

the January issue, “The sound of silence”. The subject to snore less by using, for example, the help of
deals with noise in the campsite and whether you'd a “continuous positive air pressure machine”,
report your neighbours to management. a device that keeps the throat more fully

I have another question: does this also apply to open throughout the night and reduces
people who snore? I would like to know how campers snoring. Or do other campers have to
act when someone next to you snores so loudly every resign themselves to a sleepless night?
night that nobody can sleep within 100 m. Should DANIE UYS*
we lie awake or do you ask the snorer to set up Port Elizabeth
camp elsewhere?

I’'m thinking about a time when earplugs didn’t * “Danie” decided it’s safer to use
even help. Shouldn’t that camper think of his fellow a pseudonym! — Ed (4]

81 March 2019



M 500kg load
carry ability

(‘Q} 100% water &
dust proof
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* Kitchen units

 Roofracks

* Drawer systems

* Roof mounted
tables

* Ammo crate
sliders

Bin sliders



DIGITAL

Let’s talk ahout food

How do you plan your meals when camping? Do you bring as many ingredients
as possible from home and wing it, or do you decide what you want each day
and then get only what you need at your destination?

Suzette Lambrechts

I don’t plan in advance, but pack our meat and

groceries at home. | make sure there’s potjie

meat, chicken to braai and bacon for breakfast.
So we braai and cook as we please. We need to eat at least
one or two cooked meals, as you get enough of braaiing if
that’s all you do.

Willem Brits
We don’t plan much either. We do take a lot of

I stuff from home and then decide at the campsite
what we want to eat.

Follow @wegrysleep on Instagram and mark your
photos with #wegrysleep, and we might repost
them on our stream or feature them here.

View Insights

Y

& ® . Liked by southern_africa_4x4 and 53 others

wegrysleep Dis vakansie - waarheen mik jou 4x4?
Foto | @ivan.sonnekus

#wegrysleep #4x4 #landrover #exploremore
#adventure #ig_landscape #ig_travel #southafrica

SEE TRANSLATION

JOIN OUR CHAT ON THE WEB
Check out our website 7 weg.co.za

On Facebook “7 facebook.com/goDriveandCamp
Subscribe at “™ mysubs.co.za/godriveandcamp
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Esme Gerber

I bring the basic ingredients from home, but
 we only decide on the day what to eat when

camping.

Piet Botha
- No, we just take meat and especially sausage.
! The rest we buy where we camp. | don’t want
: to load unnecessary weight, and if you're out

of season, prices are more reasonable. That’s why we can
do it this way.

Trudi Young

+ We usually take most of the ingredients we’ll

| need with us. It's easier on the wallet. However,
we don’t pack much meat and buy it at our

destination as we need it.

Hendrik Petrus Goosen Coetzee

I plan what to take along and what we’ll

eat every day. You save a lot of time and fuel

if you do this - especially if you're far away
from the shops.

COMMENT

“Isay there’s bad signal and forget about the thing.”

Social media nowadays keeps us up to date on everything
and everybody’s doings. Following on from Schalk Jonker’s
column on how he had to compete with Whatsapp and
Facebook even while in the bush, we wanted to hear from
you what you do with your smartphone when you camp.

kCIearIy, Irene du Plessis feels strongly about this issue. _}

GETTING OUR NEWSLETTER?
For the latest go! Drive & Camp news,
go to “weg.netwerk24.com/go and
sign up! ()
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MIC'S MEMOS

|, for one, am not
very tolerant of
such vehicle issues,
especially not on
a new vehicle.

12 | March 2019

A year of Ranger
ownership

He’s had his Ford Ranger Wildtrak for just over a year now
and it’s time to share a couple of thoughts about
the bakkie, says Mic van Zyl.

ourteen months ago,
| took delivery of a Ford
Ranger Wildtrak 4x4
Auto as a new company
vehicle. At the time, it was
a decision | took with plenty of
trepidation as | am still an avid
Toyota fan.

The one aspect that doesn’t
get covered in magazine tests
and comparisons is long-term
ownership. While you may be
able to gain some insight into
this by speaking to current long-
term owners of your prospective
bakkie of choice, this could easily
be tainted by brand loyalty, luck
or, in some cases, bad luck.

My overall enjoyment of
the Ranger has been great, as
expected. The ride and feel of the
vehicle are top notch. I still prefer
it to the Hilux, even one that
has an aftermarket suspension
upgrade fitted. When | drive the
Hilux, | know I'm in a bakkie. The
Ranger is just so much more
comfortable, and | have yet to
find anything lacking in the list
of luxuries that the Ranger has
as standard.

My Ranger is even more
enjoyable than when | first got it,
thanks to some massive upgrades.
It now sports everything that
we at I[ronman 4x4 could fit
to it, including Foam Cell Pro
suspension, a Full Rockford
Fosgate sound system and
a 200 kW power and 650 Nm
torque upgrade, courtesy of
Ford Performance Centre.

SADLY, IT IS not all good news.
Over time, several gremlins have
appeared to spoil the party. |, for
one, am not very tolerant of such
vehicle issues, especially not on
a new vehicle. Since October
2017, the Ranger has been back
to Ford no less than eight times
for various issues. All of them
have been addressed but it is

my opinion that they should not
have been there in the first place.
Having only owned Toyotas after
converting to 4x4, visiting the
dealership workshop between
services to have issues rectified
is a new experience for me. It is
very near the top of my list of
unwelcome chores.

The issues have been mostly
electrical. Items that failed and
were replaced include the exhaust
gas temperature sensor, crank
position sensor, tyre pressure
sensor and adaptive cruise control
module. The Wildtrak has several
complex electronic systems, from
engine and gearbox management
software to safety equipment
as well as all those luxury items.
All the more reason to ensure
that these systems are well
manufactured and will continue
to work faultlessly over the
lifespan of the vehicle.

At 30 000 km, the main rear
crank oil seal blew out, which
meant the gearbox had to be
replaced. Up to that point the
gearbox felt sluggish and a bit
rough, but normal for a Ranger.
After this job, the gearshifts are

even rougher than before and
steadily getting worse. | suspect
that at some point in the near
future this will require attention.

| KNOW SOME of you may

be thinking that perhaps the
performance upgrade is possibly
to blame for some of these issues.
I must state however that the
performance upgrade is an official
Ford Performance product and
was co-developed with Ford
engineers. The upgrade operates
strictly within the parameters as
specified by Ford.

The issues I've experienced
are relatively common on non-
performance upgraded vehicles
according to some of the Ford
technical people that attended to
me during my various visits to the
dealerships.

Some folks have told me that
they have owned several Ford
Rangers over time and never
had any issues. Other people
have told me about woes that
they have with their Toyotas. It is
quite possible that I've been a bit
unlucky and, so far, the positives
still outweigh the negatives.

Time will tell. (4]

Mic van Zyl is the director of
Ironman 4x4 Africa, the sole
importer and distributor of
the full range of Ironman
4x4 products.
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Maximises vehicle payload

Improves comfort & handling
Increases load carrying capability
Increases ride height

RARRKLAN

v
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Incl. UAT

PLATINUM DEALERS:
GAUTENG: West Rand : Autoventure 4x4 - Tel : (010) 140 1502
Alberton : Hi Tek Adventures - Tel : (011) 058 3026

NORTH WEST: Polchefstroom : 4xd Suspension Centre - Tel : (018) 297 4042
LIMPOPO: Polokwane : Brakhah 4x4 - Tel : (015) 201 4471

MPUMULANGA: Neispruit - Polyguard - Tel : (013) 752 5469

FREE STATE: Bloemfontein - Satari 4x4 - Tel : (051) 430 3331

KWAZULU-NATAL: Piatermaritziurg - Neil Woolridge Motors — Tel - (033) 345 3519
WESTERN CAPE: Beliville - 15t Outdoor & 4x4 = Tel : (021) 948 2006

NAMIBIA: Windhoek : Accessories Fitment Centre - Tel : +(264) 61 229 633
BOTSWANA: Gabarone : Exact 4xd - Tel ; +(267) 390 7756

Suitable for:

Ford Ranger T6 / Mazda BT50 (2012-)
Isuzu KB RG (2012-)

Nissan D40 Navara

Toyota Hilux Vigo & Toyota Hilux Revo
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Incl. VAT

AUTHORIZED DEALERS:

GAUTENG: Kempton Park / Pomona : Lobiz 4x4 - Tel ; (082) 805 9677
Pretoria: WR Offroad - Tel: (012) 803 0758

NORTH WEST: Rustenburg : Sales Talk 4x4 - Tel ; (087) 150 0619

LIMPOPO: Ellisras : Bosveld 4x4 - Tel : (014) 763 4473
MPUMULANGA: Maletane : Malelane Auto 4x4 - Tel : (013) 791 5103

WESTERN CAPE: Vredendal ; Exhaust Doctor - Tel : (027) 213 5520
Oudtshoom : Klein Karoo Toyota - Tel : (044) 203 5400

NAMVBIA: Walvishaai : Mamib Offroad Centre - Tel ; +{264) 64 207 999
Windhoedk : 4xd & More - Tel ; +({264) 61 306 154

BOTSWANA: Maun : Kavango Engineering - Tel : +(267) 684 0054
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About tyres
and |acks

A caravan'’s corner steady is not a jack, and make

sure you understand the fine print on your
car’s tyres, says Neels van Heerden.

xactly one day before

a family member of

mine left on his annual

holiday by the sea, he
decided to quickly check his
caravan’s tyres.

He lifted the caravan with
the corner steadies, but when
he removed a wheel, a corner
steady broke and the caravan
ended up lying on the ground.

The lesson we can learn from
this is that you shouldn’t wait
until just before your departure
to check your tyres.

And, of course, that a corner
steady is not a jack. It's simply
not designed to lift a whole
caravan, only to level it.

A corner steady is not
a jack. It's simply not
designed to lift a whole
caravan, only to level it.
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Getting your caravan level on
an uneven stand is a science in
itself. I've already learnt to use
a level-up ramp to get the width
of caravan close to plumb. Then
use the nose wheel to do the
same lengthwise.

People who get heartburn at
night claim it brings some relief

if you angle the caravan so their
heads are slightly higher than
their feet.

I have also met people who
say that certain caravans crack
just above the door because
the corner steadies aren’t being
used properly. This damages
the shell of the caravan and can
even warp an axle.

BUT LET'S GO BACK to the
tyre my family member wanted
to check. It actually did have

a tear in it — at the back, of
course, where it's more difficult
to spot.

The life cycle of a caravan’s
tyres is the kind of topic that
amateur scientists love. One
such theory is that tyres have to
be replaced every five years.

Take a look at what your
caravan insurance says. Is the
recommended age of the tyres
specifically mentioned? There
seems to be nothing in road
traffic legislation about the
maximum age of tyres.

Rubber loses its flexibility
after 5-6 years and starts to
harden. If you drive over a cat’s
eye with such a tyre, the harder
and less flexible rubber of an
old tyre will more easily develop
a tearin its tread.

Another contributing cause
is the effect of those grooves
in the middle of a tar road in
order to wake up a sleepy driver

should he start crossing the line.

These grooves are so close
together that the hard rubber
cannot adjust fast enough to
absorb the vibrations.

I SPENT SOME TIME browsing
the Internet and two issues on
this topic struck me. One is the
availability of a tyre monitor.

It's a technological tool
that keeps a close eye on your
towing combination’s tyres.
Sensors are installed inside
the tyre or on the tyre valve.

A monitor near the driver
gives a warning sign as soon
as a tyre loses pressure or gets
excessively hot.

The other aspect is the
carrying capacity of tyres.
Somewhere on the outside
of the tyre there is valuable
information that sets out the
load index and the date of
manufacture of the tyres.

Carrying capacity is specified
in kilograms, and one of
less than 1 000 kg per tyre
is probably not suitable for
medium to larger caravans.
Tyres that can carry more than
1 100 kg can easily be pumped
up to 3 bar.

| believe salespeople at
trailer and caravan merchants
need to up their knowledge to
provide authoritative and safe
tyre advice.

Taking shortcuts with your
caravan'’s tyres makes you
a danger on the road. o
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Aerial mount and steel constructed

A-frame friple loop design
Tough polyurethane overriders
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Head Office Johannesburg
Tel: +27 11 634 7770

www.ironman4x4.co.za

*All prices include VAT but exclude freight
and fitting. Prices are subject to change
without prior notice due to rampant
exchange rale fluctuations
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PLATINUM DEALERS:
GAUTENG: West Rand : Autoventure 4x8 — Tel : (010) 140 1502
Alberton ; Hi Tek Adventures - Tel ; (011) 058 3026
NORTH WEST: Potchefstroom : 4x4 Suspension Centre - Tel : (018) 297 4042
Lm: Pololowane : Brakhah 44 - Tel - (015) 291 441

MPUMULANGA: Netspruf : Polyguard - Tel - (013) 752 5469

FREE STATE: Bloemfontein : Safari x4 - Tel : (051) 430 3831

KWAZULU-NATAL: Pietermaritzburg : Nell Woolridge Motors - Tel : (033 345 3519
WESTERN CAPE: Bellville : 151 Dutdoor & 4x4 - Tel ; (021) 948 2006

NAMIBIA: Windhoek : Accessaries Fitment Centre - Tel : +(264) 61 220633

BOTSWANA: Gabarone - Exact 4x4 - Tel : +(267) 390 7756
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GAUTENG: Kempton Park / Pomona : Lobiz 4x4 - Tel ; (082) 805 9677
Pretoria: WR Offroad - Tel: {012) B03 0758
NORTH WEST. Rustenburg ; Sales Talk 4x4 - Tel ; (087) 150 0619

LIMPOPO: Ellisras : Bosveld 4x4 - Tel : (014) 763 4473
MPUMULANGA: Malelane : Malelane Auto 4x4 - Tel : (013) 791 5108

WESTERN CAPE: \redendal : Exhaust Doctor - Tel : (027) 213 5520
Dudtshoom : Klein Karoo Toyota - Tel : (044) 203 5400

NAMIBIA: Walvisbaal : Namib Offroad Centre - Tel : +(264) 64 207 999
Windhoek : 4x4 & More - Tel ; +(264) 61 306 154

BOTSWANA: Maun : Kavango Engineering - Tel : +(267) 684 D054
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St Francis Bay
gets a shazzy
new campsite

here aren’t many campsites in St Francis Bay,

but now a brand-new one has opened its gates

to holidaymakers.

Waterberry Park used to be called the St

Francis Bay Caravan Park, a caravan park that went
under several years ago. According to one of the
new owners, David Glanvill, the piece of ground was
overgrown with pine trees when he and his partner,
Gary Gilbert, bought the caravan park, so they
overhauled it from the ground up.

David is a horticulturist and you can tell - not just in
the neat gardens but also by the layout of the resort.
There are four camping sections, including caravan
stands, tent stands, campsites for motorhomes and
luxury stands. The latter section is bigger than the rest
and you have your own paving and braai area. Except
for the 10 tent stands, all have their own power outlets.
Price Depending on the season, R500 or R1 000 per
site for the luxury stands, R450 or R900 for the standard
caravan stands, R400 or R800 for the motorhome stands,
and R300 or R600 for tent stands. Prices apply to the first
two people; thereafter it is R200 p.p.p.n. extra (R100 for
children). No more than four people per stand.

Contact @ 082 785 6513 % office@waterberrypark.co.za
% waterberrypark.co.za >

PICK‘N’ CHOOSE. Waterberry
stands at the ready for any type of
camper. There are stands for tents,
caravans and even motorhomes.
All of the stands, except the tent
stands, have electricity.
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Integrated breather allows winch
motor to balance air pressure
reducing moisture ingress.

with LED torch

Integrated anti-tamper power cut off

High speed balanced motor with
sealed bearings

* Fully sealed competition style

solenoid

fitment to most winch compatible
bull bars on the market.

All in one wireless / plug in controller

Re-positionable clutch handle allows

A _— —

Steel Cable

with roller fairlead

i#:/ Synthetic
Rope

fasoons R13 195.00

Imcl VAT

es00s 16 495.00

Imcl VAT

- ; \. m -
e | — with alloy hawse fairlead
\ L
PLATINUM DEALERS: AUTHORIZED DEALERS:

, GAUTENG: West Rand : Autoventure 4xd - Tel : (010) 140 1502 GAUTENG: Kempton Park / Pomona : Lobiz 4x4 - Tel : (082) B05 9677

J Alberton : Hi Tek Adventures - Tel : (011) 058 3026 Pretoria: WR Offroad - Tel: (012) 603 0758

’ NORTH WEST: Potchetstroom : 4x4 Suspension Centre - Tel : (018) 207 4042 NORTH WEST: Rustenburg : Sales Talk x4 - Tel : (087) 150 0619

Head Office Johannesburg LIMPOPO: Polokowane - Brakhah 4x4 - Tol - (015) 291 4471 LIMPOPO: Ellisras : Bosveld 4x4 = Tel : (014) 763 4473
TBI: +27 11 634 i ; ;0 w Netsprufl : W =Tal: (013) 752 5469 HFUHLUHM‘ Malalana:lﬂalalamhﬂoﬁﬂ-m:{ﬂm 791 5103
www.ironmandx4.co.za FREE STATE: Blosmiontein - Safarl x4 - Tol :(051) 430 3851 WESTERN CAPE:  Vredendal : Exhaust Doctor ~ Tl : (027) 213 5620

All prices include VAT but exclude freight and fitting
Prices are subject to change without prior notice due
to rampant exchange rate fluctuations

NWAZULU-NATAL: Pietermaritzburg : Nail Woolridge Motors = Tel - (033) 345 3519
WESTERN CAPE: Beliville : 15t Ouldoor & 4xd4 - Tel ; (021) 848 2006

NAMIBIA: Windhoek ; Accessories Filmenl Contre - Tel : +(264) 61 220 633
BOTSWANA: Gabarone : Exact 4ed - Tel : +(267) 390 7756

Qudtshoorn : Klein Karoo Toyota - Tel : (044) 203 5400

NAMIBIA: Walvisbaal ; Namib Offroad Centre = Tel ; +(264) 64 207 999
Winchoak : 4x4 & More = Tel ; +{264) 61 306 154

BOTSWANA; Maun ; Kavango Engineering = Tel ; +(267) 684 0054
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Hoefer comes to Witbank

he Hoefer group, a US caravan
manufacturer with a factory
in Swaziland, has just
announced that GC Caravans
in Witbank will be its local dealership.

For the foreseeable future, says the
CEO of Hoefer, Charles Hoefer, his
caravans will be available solely at this
dealership, where Michael Hammond
and Neil Volschenk are the helm.

Michael and Neil have been designing
a super-luxury caravan - the Azzero
Premium All Terrain caravan — with
Charles for the past year.

The Azzero, which will be equally at
home on tar and dirt roads, will be one
of the longer caravans on the market
and is 7,57 m long, 2,4 m wide and
2,6 m high. The anticipated tare weight
is 1 200 kg, which, according to Charles,
includes the two fridges
(193 £

Lot

SAFAR)

and 93 ¢), air-con, spare wheel and tent.
It may sound far-fetched, but Charles
says the secret lies in the materials used
for the hull and the chassis.

The chassis consists of a unique
aircraft aluminium that’s 8 mm thick.
The floor forms a unit with the chassis
and is 80 mm thick. It consists of
a special material that Charles doesn’t
want to say too much about, but it’s as
strong as fibreglass of 14-16 mm.

The coupler, brake system and axle
are supplied by Al-Ko and then the
entire caravan is put together with
glue - even the nose wheel is glued to
the A-frame. All windows, doors, water
pump and basin, and the two-burner
gas stove are supplied by
Dometic,

while the microwave, air-con and
fridges are all Defy.

The caravan has an island bed and
bathroom, and the set of benches with
their leather upholstery flatten to make
another double bed. The GVM is 1 510
kg with a 1,8 t axle and 2,7 t coupler.

The caravans should be available at
GC Caravans for around R600 000 from
April 2019.

Charles, who has been developing a
super-light caravan for some time, says
this project has been put on ice for now.

Contact 2013 697 5121
/! gccaravans.co.za
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New Vigus on its way

The Chinese manufacturer JMC has just launched its latest Vigus
bakkie. We're going to get it for a test drive soon, but here’s what we
know about it so far: it's a second-generation bakkie (the first Vigus

petrol engine.

was launched here in 2014) built in China and sold in Africa, Australia,

Asia and South America.

Prices start at R201 880 for a single cab and the double cab costs
R282 880, making it the cheapest double cab in South Africa. And

The Vigus is powered by a 2,4 £ turbo diesel, which generates
290 Nm of torque, anda 2,4 £

then there’s a 4x4 version that costs R348 990 - still not punishing ¢
your wallet too harshly. “ —-
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Six popular SUVs not destined for SA

If you travel overseas regularly, you’ll have seen vehicles that you won’t find here. Take as an example the Cadillac XT4, Lincoln
Nautilus and Toyota 4Runner, all SUVs in the US that aren’t sold locally. But there are vehicles built in right-hand steering markets
such as Japan, Australia and England that we would also like to have. Here are six popular new SUVs that we unfortunately won't get.

2019 FORD EDGE *#

L]

The Edge is a medium-sized SUV
built in Canada since 2006 and sold
in North America, Europe, New
Zealand and Australia. A facelifted
version has just been unveiled and
it now boasts a droolworthy 2,7 £

EcoBoost dual-turbo V6 engine.
The Edge is branded in Australia
and New Zealand as the Ford
Endura where it is quite popular.
We think it would sell better than
the Ford Kuga in South Africa.

Spanish car company Seat made

a brief appearance in South

Africa before its parent company,
Volkswagen, kicked it out. The Seat
Tarraco has just been launched in
Europe to great acclaim from their

media. The Tarraco is powered by a
1,5 £ and a 2 £ turbo-petrol as well
as a 2 £ turbo-diesel. It's available
in manual and auto, and with front
wheel or all-wheel drive. We hope

Seat returns to SA one day.

2019 INFINITI QX50

Nissan is suspiciously quiet
about the well-being of its Infiniti
brand in SA, but we suspect the
writing is on the wall. According
to NAAMSA's new vehicle sales
figures, one Infiniti was sold to

us in January 2018 and none

since then. Infiniti SA's website

still shows the first generation of
QX50, but a new front-wheel drive
version is being built in Mexico and
China, and gets a 2 £ petrol engine
and CVT gearbox.

2019 ACURA RDX

Just like Lexus is a larney Toyota
and Infiniti a fancy Nissan, Acura

is the luxury brand of Honda. The
third generation Acura RDX has just
been launched in the US and will
be built in China and the US for the
Asian and North American markets.

The RDX is powered by a 2 £ turbo
petrol engine and a 10-speed
automatic gearbox, and buyers
have a choice between all-wheel or
front-wheel drive. The Acura is only
available in left-hand drive; so we
can forget about it.

This Czech car manufacturer
launched its small SUV at the
Beijing Motor Show last year. The
Kamiq is built in China and sold
there, in Europe and in other Far
East countries, but not in South

Africa. Size and pricing wise, it

competes with the Hyundai Creta,
which is available in SA. The Skoda
Kamiq gets a 1,5 £ petrol engine
and a five-speed manual or six-
speed automatic gearbox.

General Motors left the country,
and with it our dreams that the
Blazer could one day find its way
to our shores. The chances of
that was always slim, but we've
been wanting one since Chuck
Norris drove his Chevy Blazer K5
from a shallow grave in Lone Wolf
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2019 CHEVROLET BLAZER

McQuade. Americans are getting a
brand new Blazer with a 2,5 £ four-
cylinder and 3,6 £ V6 petrol engine
this year. Four-wheel is standard,
but in terms of appearance, the

new Blazer differs significantly from
Chuck’s. : >
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LA SPORT - YOUR LOCAL 4WD COMPANY & FITMENT CENTER
TOYOTA LAND CRUISER

LAS 4WD Accessories

LAS WHEEL SPACERS LAS REAR BUMPER LAS BULL BAR LAS LEVELINGKITS ~ LAS SNORKEL  LASPROFENDER SUSPENSION

LA SPORT HEA OFFICE  TEL: +27 12 808 9951/2 LASPORT PRETORIA  TEL: +27 12 329 4515/6

LA SPORT PRETORIA EAST TEL: +27 10 534 6650 LA SPORT ZULU TEL:+27 35 787 2027
LA SPORT EASTERN CAPE TEL: +27 41 581 4306 LASPORT WINDHOEK  TEL: +26 46 130 3709
LA SPORT GARDEN ROUTE TEL: +27 44 878 2111 LA SPORT ZAMBIA TEL: +26 97 586 9007

LA SPORT NELSPRUIT TEL: +27 13752 7077
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Kennis expands

For the Gauteng caravan and motorhome dealer Kennis
Caravans & Motorhomes, 2019 is already turning out to be

a busy year. Managing director, Allan Vos, says since he
discontinued the business relationship with Campworld, Kennis
is now a LeisureWorld dealer - and also an approved Echo4x4
dealership since January.

What’s more, they recently established a 4x4 fitment centre. For
this, Allan took Morné Claassens on board. Morné has a long track

record in the 4x4 world and was previously a partner in a fitment

centre for 10 years. The facility at Kennis is known as 4x4@Kennis,

and according to Morné, they support all brands when it comes to

accessories — from roof racks, 12 V fridge/freezers and dual-battery

systems to bullbars, air suspension and snorkels.

Kennis has been doing business as a caravan dealer for several
years and is also an independent dealer of the country’s largest
motorhome manufacturer, Motorhome-World.

Contact 7 011 664 7000 ** knowledge.co.za

“~ info@kennis.co.za wscoza
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THE 4X4@KENNIS TEAM. From left
to right is Thekios Chadi, Morné
Claassens, Leratho Mokuane and
Marlon Jafta.

Trailer sailor

Dolphin Trailers was founded about 20 years
ago, but lost momentum over the years until
the company finally closed its doors. Now,
however, new owners Deeven and Leshani
Pather gave it new life when they bought
Dolphin Trailers' original fibreglass moulds
and tooling in May 2018.

Dolphin Trailers make three trailers: the
Dolphin Lite weighing a mere 120 kg, the
streamlined Dolphin Sport, and the Dolphin
Trailer-Boat. It's the latter that attracts the
most attention, as it gives double service as a
trailer and an 8-foot dinghy. Remove the lid,
attach an outboard motor and you're ready
for the fishing waters!

You don't need a skipper license for this
flat-bottomed dinghy and the vessel has
a SAMSA category R buoyancy certificate

for freshwater use. g
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The trailer-boat comes standard with
a spare wheel, two removable seats and a set
of oars. The dinghy alone weighs 48 kg and
can carry 400 kg on the water. The towing
combination weighs 160 kg, has a load
capacity of 590 kg and a volume of 1 700 £.
There is a waiting period of four weeks after
your order has been placed, and Deeven and
Leshani can send your trailer anywhere in the
country by courier.
Contact (3065 954 3936
‘" dolphintrailers.co.za
Price R23 500 >




STEALTH
EVOLUTION XR6.
A NEW EVOLUTION
IN CARAVANNING.

Licensing Mass (Tare) (Kg): 1050kg GVM 1500kg
payload 450kg

Fits into a standard single garage

Interior size 8.5m?

2mm hot dipped galvanised duplex steel chassis 3
times stronger than mild steel

Standard jacking points on chassis

Alko 1.6 ton axle, brakes and coupler.

Reinforced axle mounting system to take on the
deteriorating SA roads

Interior soft look textured fibreglass front, ceiling and
rear panels water resistant and easy to clean

Fully insulation against extreme weather and noise.
Class leading double Island bed 1435mm wide / Single
Dinette conversion at the rear

Flush mounted aluminium windows with 4mm
automotive SABS safety glass.

COMFORT
THAT FOLLOWS

KEY FEATURES AND SPECIFICATIONS

STEALTH

CARAVANS

Double sealed hatches and doors

Ample 12volt LED interior and exterior lights

Unique under bed double draw units on both sides for
usable storage while camping

Outside kitchen with 2m extendable basin / shower
head, 2 plate Defy flush mount gas stove with splash
backs and cover

Large Defy 158It double door refrigerator

Vacuum bonded DOW Styrofoam RTM-X plus composite
sidewalls with no timber

Unique bonded composite body shell with side wall
overlaps resulting in a class leading 3 year water ingress
and wood rot warranty subject to annual servicing by
authorised agents.

FOR DETAILED SPECIFICATIONS VISIT OUR WEBSITE
AT WWW.STEALTHCARAVANS.CO.ZA

AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY AT THESE DEALERS:

G TS Gl —<0) Loftus Caravan City  Natal Caravans & Marine test 1960 TYGERBERG CARAVANS



NEWS

doesn’t have its own battery, then Erik
installs a small battery in the caravan
specifically for this.

Ewiks movers fit most of the newer

caravans on the market, and a self-
assembly unit is also available if you
want to install it yourself.

Contact 3 082 487 4950 ¥ ewiks.co.za
/) sales@ewiks.co.za

Caravan-mover manufacturer Ewiks
celebrates its tenth birthday this year.
And today these movers are no longer a
luxury, but essential says Erik Warburg,
owner of Ewiks. (We agree — nobody’s
getting any younger and a caravan is heavy.
If you’ve ever tried to move a double-axle
caravan on your own by hand, you’ll know
it’s an almost impossible task. — Ed)

Erik is a mechanical engineer who

designed the Ewiks mover himself. He
says it is strange to him that caravan
manufacturers don’t include movers as
standard on their larger caravans.

The Ewiks mover works with a remote
control that lets you move your caravan
without a single drop of sweat. The
system has an electric motor at each
wheel and uses the power of the 12V
battery in the caravan. If your caravan

Local car sales in decline

NAAMSA announced the new vehicle sales
figures for December 2018 and it doesn't
look good. The 39 984 units sold represent
a drop of 1,9% down from the December
2017 figure (40 751). The annual total for
2018 was also weaker than in 2017, but at
least slightly better than in 2016.

The new vehicle sales record was in
2006, when a total of 714 315 new vehicles
were sold. The economy grew by 5,6% in
that year. By contrast, there was less than

The good news is that market analysts
expect a slight turnaround in the economy
for 2019.

New vehicle sales are also forecast to
be around 558 000 by December 2019.
Other good news is that South Africa’s new
car exports are growing year after year.
Vehicle exports currently contribute 7,7%
to our gross domestic product and 351 154
vehicles were shipped to other countries
in 2018.1n 2017, 338 096 were exported —

1% growth in 2018. thus a 3,9% increase. >

Passenger 438 938 412 397 361 265 368 114 365 246
Light commercial 173 492 174 812 159316 163 317 159 452
Medium commercial 10780 10 522 8436 7890 7913
Heavy commercial 20534 19919 18 535 18 382 19579
Total 643 744 617 650 547 552 557703 552190
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FINANCE

ABOUT MEGA WORLD FINANCE.

4x4 Mega World now offers finance on 4x4 Mega World Finance is underwritten by

all your 4x4 accessories. Wozipo Capital, a registered credit provider,
guided by the National credit regulator, has

4x4 Mega World have a love of overlanding and been assisting people for over 15 years and

an insight into the current cost of aftermarket are no strangers to offering responsible credit.

fitments, and have identified the ever-growing For this reason, it has brought “4x4 Mega

need for 4x4 aftermarket finance in South Africa. World Finance” to you to get behind the
wheel of your dream vehicle.

Whether you're driving in the Kgalagadi in

Botswana or you're out on your weekend Underwritten by Wozipo Capital (Pty) Ltd.

camping trip with the gang, 4x4 Mega World registered credit provider. NCRCP402

knows that you need the right equipment to

get you there.

http:/www.4x4dmegaworldonline.com/finance
#4x4megaworld #finance #aftermarketfinance

Switch | 50048T4A
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om=Ed !, u | ETa Scan the QR code Your Complete Outdoor Worid

CAMPING | CANOPIES | RECOVERY GEAR | REFRIGERATION | TENTS & AWNINGS | LIGHTING | ELECTRICAL | STORAGE

BRANCHES NATIONWIDE | 4X4 MEGA WORLD HEAD OFFICE | TEL +27 (0)11 454 2558 | 4x4amegaworldonline.com | support@oldmanemu.co.za
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Hyundai and Kia have announced
they will be installing solar panels
on certain models.

The first generation of these
panels will be relatively ordinary
and attached to the roof of cars
with hybrid propulsion. The next

generation will be semi-
\ transparent and found on
" hybrids and cars with
. internal combustion
. engines. The third
generation of solar
panels will be integrated
' on the roof and bonnet
/  of all Hyundai and
/| Kia cars and be almost
/ indistinguishable from
/ regular body panels.

The purpose of the solar
panels is to recharge the vehicle’s
battery and provide a charge to
electrical systems while the vehicle
is turned off. It’s a system that’s
long been used by the off-road
community, but Hyundai’s goal is
to make it standard equipment and
part of a vehicle’s structure.

R
Oadler Urus

L

You'd be insane to take a Lamborghini Urus
into the bush, but if you purchase the new
official off-road package, you could consider
it. This package consists of underbody
protection, a steel exhaust system, metal trim
on the bumpers and a lift kit.

The ground clearance of the upgraded Urus
is now 248 mm, 35 mm higher than a standard
Urus, and has approach and departure angles
of 27,9 ° and 28,3 ° respectively. There are
also two extra drive modes, Terra and Sabbia
(Italian for “earth” and “sand”), so that the Urus
can adapt to rough terrain.

The Urus is powered by a V8 twin-turbo
engine that generates 850 Nm and 478 kW. Its
top speed is 305 km/h and it accelerates from
0-100 km/h in 3,6 s. Theoretically, you would
be able to do the 500 km stretch between
Maputo and Inhambane in 1%z hours. But with
all the cattle and donkeys on the road, the
Urus’s large grille would suffer...
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® First in SA — adjustable air suspension!
® 360- degree “Insta Awn” awning with fastest

opening action in SA.

Conqueror off-road campers

* Fits into your garage

* Stainless steel braai grid

are — for good reason —

number 1 in South Africa!

onqueror boasts a solid 25 years'’

experience in manufacturing off-road

campers. They are the market leader

in South Africa, due to their own
manufacturing processes, export and good
after-sales service.

Conqueror is at the forefront with their
innovative designs, relentless field tests and
unique manufacturing processes. Africa’s roads
are definitely not for sissies, so Conqueror
campers are built strong enough to withstand
not only the African bundu, but any bad road
in the world. You can tow a Conqueror with
absolute peace of mind; and with all its built-in
luxuries, you'll camp like a king.

Conqueror initially focused on building
military products, and in the early 1990s
they applied this know-how to building
new campers. The first Conqueror campers
went on sale during the Nampo Harvest Day,
and within six months they became South

Africa’s top seller. The company’s methods
have even been incorporated by
other manufacturers in
the industry.

P Lot a BN a B B 0 ol s B ol sl
i

7
CONQUEROR DEALERS
Bloemfontein (Moto Inn) 051 430 5951
Cape Town (Safari Centre) 021595 3910

Heidelberg (Headquarters) 082 925 4218,
083 6540116 or 016 349 6532

CONQUEROR MANUFACTURERS (Pty) Ltd.

Limpopo 015 293 0431 or 0717710347
Midrand 082 6519471 or 010 010 7969

Trichardt / Secunda 083 250 1783,
083 444 8614 0r 017 638 0180

Conquerer stays ahead of the pack by being
cognizant of the latest trends.

Four highly specialised engineers and three
programmers have now joined the design
team, to set the bar even higher.

Conqueror’s factories encompass almost
a full hectare (10 000 m?), where more
than 170 well-trained staff bring these
campers to life with streamlined and unique
manufacturing processes. These include
materials such as galvanised steel, aluminium
and stainless steel, hot-dip plating on the
chassis and epoxy powder-coating for the
panels. These panels are joined, among other
methods, with a special polyurethane sealant
— the same method used in aviation. The layer
is strong enough to absorb all the stress on the
bodywork from severe towing conditions.
Conqueror campers, unlike most other
campers on the road, do not just have a spare
wheel. The wheel includes a complete wheel
boss with the bearings. A high-pressure fan
ensures the camper stays dust-free while
you're sleeping, and the harness coupling
to the towing vehicle is made of waterproof
rubber. The 24 A power pack is custom-
made and is able to work with either
alternating and

Nelspruit 061 482 6681

Western Cape 072 4349062 or 021 072 0800

* DC/DC charging system with solar panels

Northgate 011026 6350 or 083 229 4276

East Rand 011826 2561 or 082 350 8166

3 016 349 6533 e c/o Chris & Reitz street, Heidelberg e

ADVERTORIAL
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® Thicker, softer mattresses
* BF Goodrich tyres
® And much more...

Nl

direct current (AC/DC), and you are able to
see how much power the system is drawing
and supplying. In fact, this system is so
sophisticated and modern that it even works
with an app on your smartphone for you

to control. Conqueror also uses patented,
independent suspension that has been tried
and tested time and again, and the tent
material is of military grade. To emphasise the
quality, Conqueror backs their products with
a three-year structural guarantee.

Conqueror has built almost 17 000 campers
since 1996, some of which have been exported
all around the world, including Australia -
where it won Camper of the Year — Canada,
Europe, Mongolia, Saudi Arabia, South
Korea and the USA. Conqueror also took top
honours as the The Great Outdoors Guide’s
Caravan of the Year 2017!

Conqueror does not let the grass grow
under its feet, and is launching a road caravan
project mid-year. In so doing Conqueror is
getting a firm foot in the door, enabling it to
take over the reins in the road camper market.

@ conqueror.co.za “7016 349 6533

Middelburg TIM 013 244 1298 or 082 802 7603
Pretoria 012 567 1378 or 082 442 5713
Southern Cape (Mooiwa George) 044 050 0071

Namibia (0ff-Road Centre) 00 26 46 123 7532

finfo@conqueror.co.za




NEW WHEELS

At last...

an X5 for gravel travel

The fourth generation BMW X5 proves its mettle where none of its predecessors
could earn any kudos. Yes, this beast is at home in the dirt.

MW likes nothing better than to lead

a convoy of motoring journalists on

some or other gravel road during

a launch of their X range. This is to
prove that a BMW, according to them, can
go “off road”. And every time the resulting
reviews follow the same tune: “Yes, it can
drive on dirt, but it should rather stick to tar”

At a recent launch, BMW sent us up the

Montagu Pass and down the Prince Alfred
Pass — both gravel mountain passes in the
Garden Route - so we could test the latest
X5's dirt-road capability. And it is gratifying
to finally return from a BMW launch with
news that the X5 is just as good on gravel
asitison tar.

An X5 bundu basher?

Easy, now! Although the new X5 works
brilliantly on gravel roads, we wouldn’t go
so far as to claim that it competes with Land
Cruisers and Patrols. Not even BMW would
tell such porky pies.

Our test vehicle was equipped with an
optional off-road package that includes
off-road driving modes, air suspension and
an electronically controlled rear diff lock.
But even if you choose the base model X5,
you get dynamic damper control (DDC) that
fights body roll and vibrations caused by
corrugated iron roads.

The air suspension uses a compressor
and an air reservoir to lift and lower all
four corners of the X5 individually. The air
suspension also continously weighs the X5
(with its occupants and their luggage) to
determine the appropriate braking force
and stability control the computer should
apply considering the load. Also included
in the off-road package are front and rear
underbody protection that don’t only look
good, but offer at least some protection for
the bodywork.
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Text Cyril Klopper

Each standard X5 comes with 18" tyres that
are kinder on your body when driving on
gravel roads than low profile tyres, but our
test vehicle was equipped with 20" General
Grabber AT3 off-road tyres. The aggressive
tread pattern clings to gravel roads, but
how do they behave in mud? To test them
and all of the aforementioned gadgets, we
entered a gravel quarry on the Prince Alfred
Pass to play in a mud pit at the bottom of
the quarry — without the consent of BMW.
We were barely ankle deep in the mud when
the traction control, the electronic diff lock,
and the air suspension began to voice their
collective disapproval.

It turned out the 4x4 gadgets don’t work
as well as we'd hoped. Nevertheless, we were
able to extract the X5 from the mud (one
wheel was fortunately still on hard ground,
and it could pull us out). In pouring rain we
headed down the mountain to Knysna. The
X5 didn't tussle with the nasty dirt road at all.
Even the pot holes created by thousands of
tourists before us could not upset the X5.

Yes, we're impressed by its gravel road
ability. No, we don’t suggest you vist the
Skeleton Coast with an X5, but nothing stops

you from driving the Sani Pass in the winter or
even watching the wildebeest migration on
the Liuwa Plains in Zambia in your X5.

A delightful roar

The new X5 has only one engine option:

a 2 993 cc six-cylinder in-line diesel but it is
offered in two derivatives: an xDrive30d with
two turbochargers and the M50d with an
astounding four turbochargers.

In the latter, two low-pressure turbo
chargers spin up early to deliver 450 Nm
atalow 1 000 rpm. No, it's not as strong
as a Nissan Patrol 5.6 V8’s 560 Nm nor the
Land Cruiser 4.5 V8's 650 Nm, but wait... As
soon as the M50d’s 3 £ six cylinder is in full
stride, the third and fourth chargers boost
the torque up to 760 Nm and maintains that
impressive figure from 2 000 to 3 000 rpm. If
you wish to tow a Destination Dream caravan
(the heaviest in SA at 1 950 kg) at 250 km/h,
then the M50d is tailor-made for your needs.
(Please don't ever do this!)

The M50d accelerates from 0-100 km/h >
within 5,2 seconds. This makes it faster than
the Mercedes-Benz G-Class 65 AMG 6.0 V12.

Conclusion
The fourth generation X5 performs better on
gravel roads than any of its predecessors. It
doesn’t only do better, it does so really well.
And if you take the optional off-road package,
you'll almost be able to keep up with a Toyota
Fortuner 4x4 - almost, but perhaps not quite.
The 20" General Grabber AT3 off-road tyres
are expensive at R62 468 (excluding VAT), but
you get special alloy wheels with them and
you can keep your standard wheels if you
want to save your off-road tyres for weekend
fun or holidays to exotic African destinations.
It's great to able to conclude that a BMW X5
can not only handle tar, but that it belongs on
a dirt road.



SPECIFICATIONS
Model 3o
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Torque
Power >
Transmission :
Acceleration (0-100 km/h)
Top speed

Fuel consumption

Tare weight

Approach and departure angles
Breakover angle

Wading depth

Ground clearance

Safety rating

Price

* without off-road package off- road tyres and other optional extras
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Nothing
complements a clean
interior like a dirty
exterior. BMW has scaled
back significantly on push
buttons, relegating many

of the functions to a large
digital display. We think the
20" off-road tyres look great,
but they do feel a little
squirmy on tar roads when
traveling at speed.




TYRE EXPERT:

common question heard on any
4x4 forum, the question usually
goes something like this:

“So, I'm in the market for a new set of
tyres and I can’t decide between mud-terrains
or all-terrains. I really like the look of a MT, but
I'm worried about road noise, fuel consumption
and wet-tar performance. What should I do?”

Of course, no one can answer this question for
you, but the answer may be... “neither”.

If you consider the terrain designation of most
mud-terrains, you'll find they hover around the
80-20 mark, that’s to say they’re designed for
80% off-road use and 20% on-road. In the case of
all-terrains, that ratio swings the other way into
a typical 70-30 split, where the tyre is designed
primarily for 70% on-road use and 30% off-road.
This is true for most off-road tyre products,
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but oddly, these percentages leave a noticeable
gap in the market which very few (if any) tyre
manufacturers manage to fill.

ENTER: The Cooper Discoverer S/T Maxx, a tyre
that’s so unique, it’s largely competitor-less.
With a 60-40 terrain application, the S/T Maxx
was designed as a hard working tyre for off-road
adventurers, overlanders, farmers, miners, tour
operators and commercial 4x4 fleet vehicles...
while retaining great on-road performance, too.

That said, the primary features of the S/T Maxx
focus around durability, load-ability, puncture
resistance, and longevity.

A CUT ABOVE THE REST

Cut & chip is a leading cause of tyre damage
off-road, the question is: what makes one tyre
more resistant to cut & chip than another? Well,
let’s forget the technical jargon for a moment

and look at tyre design from a common sense
perspective.

Most of us will agree that a large tread block is
going to be more impact resistant than a small
tread block, and therefore, less likely to break
apart.

Similarly, the same can be said about siping,
where each sipe groove creates a potential
cleave-off weakness within the tyre’s tread
design. One possible way to get around this is to
incorporate internal sipes that don’t exit the side
of the tread block. This feature radically reduces
the chance of cut & chip damage, while retaining
wet-weather performance on-road, too.

These features, along with the S/T Maxx’s
*silica-infused compound, all add to the S/T
Maxx’s unique ability to provide aggressive
off-road traction, without compromising

MILE II'I_
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Visit our website and discover more on our Mileage
Warranty ond Protection Plan. Terms and conditions apply.




WHY SILICA?

As far as modern tyre technology goes, very few materials have had as big an
impact on tyre performance, quite like silica. These benefits includes

Reducing rolling resistance
Increasing fuel economy
Better mileage and durability
Vast improvements in traction

Yet, despite the well-known benefits of this sand-like additive, many tyre
manufacturers don’t use silica. This is because the process of infusing silica
(into the rubber compound) is notoriously difficult and costly — which is why
most budget tyre brands don’t use the additive.

on-road performance and safety.

PRESSURE POINT
A reduction in tyre pressure will significantly
increase your tyre’s impact resistance, and
therefore, reduce cut & chip damage off-road.
However, if you deflate too much, you stand the
chance of overheating the tyre and weakening
it. For these reasons, tyre’s with a high load
index and stronger sidewalls are better suited
to deflation, as they’re less likely to overheat
than thinner, weaker all-terrains.

With this in mind, the S/T Maxx boasts a
payload capacity that ranges between 1 350

kg and 1 700 kg per tyre (depending on your
selected tyre size), as well as an ‘E’ tyre-load
rating that is equivalent to 10-plys. In contrast,
most other all-terrains feature a load capac-
ity of just 1 100 kg, or even less. Of course, this
makes the S/T Maxx perfectly suited to...

@ Cross country off-road racing

@ Towing of trailers or caravans

@ Heavily equipped camper vans

@ Hard working double-cab vehicles
@ Large size SUVs with high GVMs

® And dedicated 4x4s that are exposed to
extensive gravel-road driving

Throw in the S/T Maxx’s heavy-gauge carcass
construction, durable (Silica) compound and
cross-ply technology, and you start to get a
sense as to why the S/T Maxx is now the

ADVERTORIAL

ABOVE: The S/T MAXX is neither a mud-terrain nor an
all-terrain, but rather, a 60-40 hybrid tread pattern
that’s designed for heavy-duty off-road applications,
as well as on-road performance.

< _

COoOOoPERTIRES MY

preferred tyre amongst most major 4x4 rental
companies, tour operators, instructors, miners,
hunters, game rangers and remote off-road
travellers.

We often get questions about the S/T Maxx’s
terrain designation and whether it's a MT or
AT, but the truth is, it’s neither, it’'s an S/T Maxx,
a tyre so uniquely engineered it has no rivals.
Next month, we’ll be looking at a brand new
Cooper tyre that’s so unique, it drives like an
all-terrain, but looks like a mud-terrain.

Until then, feel free to send your tyre-related
queries to marketing@tyrelife.co.za, or, for more
expert tyre advice visit www.tyrelife.co.za

Regards,
The TyreLife Solutions Team

SOLUTIONS

THE ONLY TYRE BRAND THAT GIVES

30 MUCH MORE

Www.coopertyres.co.za

COOPERTIRES

FrOM THE ROUGH TD THE SAM00TH



DRIVING IMPRESSION

aoding is the capital of Hebei Province

in China and according to a 2010

census, it is home to more than

11 million people. This is where Haval
operates from, in the GWM headquarters on
2266 Chaoyang Street.

Across the road from the head office is the
enormous “Number 3” plant that dominates
the Nanshi Qu industrial neighbourhood.

We don't know what goes on under its
190 000m? roof, but we imagine it's a mix of
hyper modernity and manual labour - the
same mix you'll find in the Haval H9.

The Haval H9 is striking when viewed from
a distance. And if you walk a little closer, you'll
notice that Haval borrowed a few elements
from other manufacturers. The air vents on
the bonnet are from a Mercedes-Benz ML,
the side windows have a similar profile to
that of a Toyota Prado, and there’s something

HAVAL H9
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The hoss from Baoding

Can the Chinese match the levels of luxury of European
car manufacturers? Certainly, says Cyril Klopper.

Volvo about the brake lights. Get closer still
and crawl underneath the car, you'll see that
most of the welds on the chassis are flawless
(the work of a robot ho doubt), while those
done by a human are far sloppier. But only

a nitpicker would find such deficiencies in
the Haval HO.

We've already shared our first impressions
shortly after the Haval H9 launch (go! Drive &
Camp #17), and now we're testing its off-road
and road-holding capabilities.

Behind the wheel

You'd expect the H9's 2 £ petrol engine to
struggle to get the hefty body rolling, but the
turbocharged four-cylinder engine delivers
good performance. You will get punished at
the petrol pumps if you regularly drive with

a lead foot though, because that busy 2 £
engine gets thirsty when it works hard.

On the highway, we didn’t struggle to
overtake other vehicles — even uphill - and
sometimes there’s even a pleasant roar from
the exhaust pipe. The engine, however, feels
like it’s constantly working hard, and as we've
mentioned, fuel consumption is often high.

The multi-link rear suspension and
double-wishbone front suspension provide
a comfortable ride, especially on corrugated
dirt roads. We also tackled a number of axle
twisters on a local 4x4 obstacle course, and
it seemed the ladder-frame chassis was rigid
enough that the bodywork didn’t creak.

The H9's Eaton rear axle with an electronic
limited-slip differential works well, but it’s not
as good as a fully lockable diff in extraordinary
situations. The obstacle course exposed the
Haval H9’s biggest shortcoming: its clearances.
At 23 °, the departure angle is relatively
shallow, and we sometimes heard the rear >



SOMETHING BORROWED... The
interior features both analogue
dials and digital displays. There’s
nothing revolutionary about the
dashboard and the switchgear
layout is comfortably familiar.
The styling is perhaps a little too
contemporary and we predict it'll
look old in less than a decade.
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DRIVING IMPRESSION

GILDED CAGE. Chinese car manufacturers
aren’t known for their stellar safety records,
but Haval is different. It achieved a 4-star

NCAP rating, which is pretty good for an SUV.

bumper raking the ground. Due to a
ground clearance of just 206 mm, the H9's
breakover angle is also not great and the
side steps knock easily. The car’s wading
depth of 700 mm is commendable though
and the eight-speed automatic gearbox
(from German manufacturer ZF) delivers
smooth transitions.

What is a sports utility vehicle without
a drive-mode button? The H9 has six driving
modes: Automatic, Sport, 4L, Mud, Sand
and Snow. You'll probably stick to Sport
mode to get the most out of the engine,
and if you hit a gravel road, the Auto mode
does a good job. We couldn't really feel
much of a difference between the Mud,
Sand and Snow modes, but 4L definitely

»

SPECIFICATIONS g Thea
~Model - & ; (" _Haval H9 2.0 Petrol 4WD Luxury

i . N

Endines ~# -

2.0 £ 4-cylinderturbo petrol

Torqupi/

Transmission

Fuel consumption
Tank
Ground clearance
Approach and
departure angles
Breakover angle
Wading depth
Tare weight
Service plan
Guarantee
Safety rating

Price

Acceleration (0-100 km/h)

Power 180 kW @ 500 rpm

350 Nm @ 1 800 rpm
8-speed automatic
10,8's

12 2/100 km

80¢

206 mm

28°and 23°

23°

700 mm

2300kg
5years/60 000km =
5 years/100 000 km :
Kk %k (ANCAP, 2015)

R599 900

A ;
¥ 3ol
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made the H9 feel like an ox in front of a plow.
It delivers 2,48 times more torque to the
wheels than usual.

The Haval H9 has permanent four-
wheel drive and the torque distribution is
controlled by a Borg Warner transfer case
with low-range gears. The system decides
how much torque to send to which drive
shaft. Torque is typically divided into 15/85
on tar roads, 30/70 on gravel roads and 50/50
for both axles when things get tough or you
select 4L mode.

Conclusion

The Haval H9's closest rival is probably the
Toyota Prado. The Prado has a larger fuel tank
(150 vs 80 £) and better ground clearance
(215 mm), and, of course, the Prado has

a larger interior and, most importantly, a3 £
diesel engine. But the Prado costs R850 000
compared to the H9’s R600 000 — and then
the H9 has modern equipment that make
the Prado look ancient by comparison.

It's too early to comment on reliability, but
feedback from owners in Australia (where
the H9 has been available since 2015) sounds
largely positive.

Is the Haval H9 a pukka off-road vehicle? It
performs well, similarly to a Toyota Fortuner
and a Ford Everest, but it's more of a luxury
gravel road tourer than a bundu basher. ©
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On Board for Echo 4x4: _
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. DEALER. - Kennis Caravans & Motorhomes

Address: 6 Ontdekkers Road, Witpoortjie, Roodepoort, 1724 Email: info@kennis.co.za

KAVANGO TEC CARAVAN
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CHOBE CARAVAN ROADSTER AT TRAILER

CONTACT US: Phone: 011 664 7000 Visit us at www.kennis.co.za

4 x 4 @ KENNIS - FITMENT GENTRE
LeisureWorld _
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v/ Roof racks v/ Dual Batteries ~ +/ Rear Bumpers v/ Inverters

v/ Rooftop Tents / Bull bars v Winches v/ Performance

v/ Awnings v/ Suspension v/ Snorkels Exhaust/Chip

v/ Drawers v/ Air Suspension  / Aluminium Canopies +/ Performance

v/ 12V Fridges v Spot Light / LED  Seat Covers Brakes

v Fuel Tanks Bars v Solar Panels And lots more...
QCnntact Number: 011 664 7000 & www.kennis.co.za (98am-5 pm

O Contact Person: 082 784 20 50 @ 4x4@kennis.co.za @ 6 Ontdekkers Road, Witpoortjie 1724
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OUR OFFICES

Head Office Western Cape Zambesi Montana
Echo 4x4 Centre Echo 4x4 Cape Town Echo 4x4 Pretoria
Tel: 012 345 3333 Tel: 0219103737 /4025 Tel: 087 654 4960

E-mail: echoacc@echod4x4.co.za | E-mail: echocapetown@echodx4.co.za | E-mail: echozambesi@echo4x4.co.za




Western Cape
Tygerberg Caravans
Tel: 021 982 4670
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KwaZulu-Natal
Natal Caravans & Marine
Tel: 031 702 7291

Gauteng
Kempton Caravans
Tel: 011 974 5595

Visit our website Find us on
www.echodx4.co.za (® Pinterest
for your nearest dealer r@ f




CAMPING DESTINATION | OUDTSHOORN

A feather in

~ Witharange of activities and a variety of
~ campsites to choose from, Oudtshoorn_

~belongs on every camper’slist.

o N e ’ - Text and photos Leon E()_fhé P




udtshoorn is not only the
largest town in the Klein Karoo,
but also the cornerstone of
this vast region. The R62, one
of the world’s longest wine routes, runs
through the town; you’ll find the largest
ostrich population in the world here; and
our country’s biggest caves, the Cango
Caves, are just outside the town. And
~ this time of year, Oudtshoorn of course
~ also welcome .thousanfls of guests from
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April. It’s considerably cooler then than
December to February, when the crows =~
yawn even in the shade with daytime =t
temperatures above 30 °C. But, if ydu :
want to come and camp here in the first
school holiday of the year, you should = '
hurry: with the KKNK and Easter weekend
shortly thereafter, chances are you'll be k-

disappointed if you don’t book early.
We set up camp at three different

campsites in and around Oudtshoorn.

We also meet ostriches, s‘troll ar
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KLEINPLAAS HOLIDAY RESORT
171 Baron van Reede Street
Kleinplaas is in Oudtshoorn, on the
main road, Baron van Reede Street. The
street was named after Baron Pieter van
Reede van Oudtshoorn, the then newly
appointed governor of the Dutch Cape
Colony in the late eighteenth century who
died at sea while on his way to his post.
(Yes, the town was also named after him.)

The entrance to Kleinplaas, however,
is in North Street. At the entrance, in a
garden, there are flags from Britain,
Germany and the Netherlands, plus
a smaller South African flag at an
electronic key pad of the boom on the
way to the camp sites.

The staff in the office will assign
a specific stand to you and, together
with your stand number, you also get
a bathroom key and an electronic tag
for the gate.

Shade is king

The tar road after the boom runs between
chalets toward the bathrooms 90 m

down the road. Here you go left or right
depending on where your stand is. The
road now runs in a large U with the two
legs on either side of the bathrooms and
the turning point about 140 m away.

The sites are laid out on either side of
the road, and it’s clear from the location
of the shade trees - large old white karee
trees — that the place was designed as
a campsite from the very beginning. The
trees are planted in rows and demarcate
the stands. A clear stand number
indicates yours. The shade is welcome,
but it also prevents grass from growing
properly in certain spots.

The stands are nice and big — about 15
x 15 steps accross - and you can easily fit
a large caravan with its full tent plus your
tow vehicle. There’ll even be room left
over to unpack all your camp chairs under
the blue sky if you want to get out from
under the rally tent.

There are also a further six __

= —

stands to the one side on a 20
x 30 m lawn, also with
shade trees. It’s peaceful
if you’re camping alone
here, but things will soon

get cramped if more people

9 ‘Y
show up.

Kleinplaas has ordinary house "=
plug points, and if you don’t have
a tap on your stand, there’ll be one

o
e e T
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next door or with the opposite neighbours
- still conveniently close. There are also
some portable steel braais on wheels if
you want to drag one closer. However,
there aren’t enough for every stand - so
bring your own just in case. There

is a plan B though... in-between the
middle stands you’ll find two rows
of communal braai areas with grids.

Get wet

The fenced swimming pool is

open from 7 am to 10 pm, and the
bathroom’s entrance is next to the
fence. The bathroom facilities are for
the use of campers, but you only get one

bathroom key per stand - so if someone’s
gone to brush her teeth, the rest will have
to hold it in until she gets back.

The bathrooms are spotlessly clean, and
in the men’s side we even had a flower
arrangement during our visit. There’s
plenty of storage space around the sunken
basins and the row of showers is against
the opposite wall. But don’t rush into the
first cubicle, because it’s actually meant
for kids and too cramped for adults. The
rest are spacious and there are benches
and hooks for clothes. The bath is in the
last booth, but also has a shower above it
that’s height adjustable.

The sinks for washing dishes are in
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Campsite 44 level stands. Most are
spacious with decent shade.

Ablution facilities 1 neat bathroom
building in the middle of the resort. Each
site gets its own key.

Price Depending on the season,
R320-R390 per site for up to 4 people.
Then R65-R78 p.p.p.d extra (maximum

6 people per site).

Arrival and departure times 2 pm

and 10 am.

Contact 2044 272 5811
“kleinplaas.co.za ““kleinpls@mweb.co.za
How far from Oudtshoorn? In the town.
What does the road look like? Tar all the
way to your stand.

GPS $33.575665 E22.205490

the same building, but their entrance is go! Camp & Drive says Behind the
. around the corner. There is also a tub office are animal enclosures with a few
. for emptying your cassette toilet and turkeys, ducks, etc. There’s is also
a laundry room with automatic machines. an ostrich and its feeding trough is
The tokens (R10 each) and washing against the fence. He’s fairly friendly
powder are available at the office. as ostriches go.

Jocelyn and Neville
Pheiffer from Ocean
View in Cape Town tow
their Gypsey Yy Caravette
with a BMW X5.

They say

“ It's our second time camping

here. It’s the only campsite in

the Karoo with so many shade trees.
We use Kleinplaas as the hub to

KEY TO SUCCESS Each
party of campers receive
one set of bathroom
keys per stand. This

is a good thing as you
know the bathroom will
be clean and people
can’t simply walk in
and out at random. The
flower arrangement

on the counterisa

thoughtful touch.
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DE HOEK MOUNTAIN RESORT
Around the corner

With the Swartberg that towers around
you, De Hoek’s location alone is enough

to make it an exceptional campsite. This
resort belongs to the Garden Route District
Municipality and you turn off the R328
onto a meandering road that’s only 2,3 km
long. This 2,3 km road, however, takes you
far enough to shield you from any cellular
network. There is little to no cellphone
signal in the campsite.

Perpendicular cliffs rise up to the left
before the gate, and if you look closely,
you may see a speck that’s a person
climbing up there. During our visit, there
were fellow campers who braved those
vertical heights.

At the gate sits an old fashioned brick
building that looks a bit like a two-storey
apartment block - the reception is here.
The road runs underneath the building
and then between a row of aloes until just
before the campsites. There you go right
to get to the stands.

Uptown, downtown

] - n

g!'R

-
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Campsite Place for about 20 caravans
and 20 tents. The stands are level, on
grass, with little to no shade.

Ablution facilities Old, clean with open
shower stalls.

Price Depending on the season, R365-
R400 for a caravan stand, and R305-R375
for a tent stands.

Arrival and departure times 2 pm

and 10 am.

Contact 7 044 272 8214

“* dehoek@edendm.gov.za

“Z dehoekmountainresort.co.za

How far from Oudtshoorn? 34 km.
What does the road look like? Tar into
the resort, then gravel to your stand.
GPS S33.371095 E22.176547

go! Camp & Drive says Pack an

extension cord, and don't forget a grid

if you're not bringing your own braai.

faced with the surrounding mountains.

The upper terrace is for caravans, while
tent campers settle on the lower terrace,
although this rule seems flexible: during
our visit we were the only caravan among
all the campers (and the whole campsite
was almost full).

A straight gravel road runs along the
middle of each terrace, with the stands
on either side of it. Along the road are
street lights that illuminate the campsite
at night. The sites aren’t demarcated, but
the built-in braai at the back of each site
gives you an idea, more or less, where
to camp. Only the top terrace has power
points (regular home plug points), and
there aren’t many of them, so bring an
extension cord.

The stands are level and have lush
green grass, but not much shade. There
are a few big trees, but the rest don’t
really give any shade. So, chances are you
won'’t have shade at your stand.

De Hoek’s taps are spread through the
campsite (each is next to a white pole),
but they’re very close to the ground; you
have to bend low to get the kettle full



You often see pool noodles at resorts, but
at De Hoek they’ve got a bunch of them

ool that anyone can use.

4
4!

NO SECRETS The
shower stalls (left)
bizarrely offer no
privacy.

Time for a shower

On the lower terrace are two similar
ablution buildings. The one sits roughly
in the middle of the stands and the other
one is the furthest from where you drive
in. The latter also looks newer.

The buildings have nice high ceilings
and, coupled with the large rooms, and
feel spacious. The sinks stand in a row in
one room, the toilet cubicles in the next,
and then the shower room waits.

The walls seperating the shower
“cubicles” are hip-height and so you have
no privacy - everything gets wet when all

—

L
o warm and the resort people are

It's their first visit to
Dg Hoek say the Kiewitz,
Williamsa Fredericks and
March families. They're
all from Eerste River
in the Cape.

They say

The reception at the gateis

very friendly. We like the neat
lawns, but the campsite could do with

more power points. ,,
; L B e . ’ —

six stalls are in use. So, you need to leave
your clothes outside the shower room.

In the older building, there’s a bench
outside the shower room, but the showers
are finicky: not all the heads have the
same pressure (including hot water).

The dishwashing sinks are at the back
of the bathroom buildings.

Swimming in circles
You’ve got two swimming pools here, in
line with the bottom terrace. They are to
the right of the road where you turn off

to get to the stands. Both are round and
the one closest to the road is shallower, so
kids can play in it.

You often see pool noodles at resorts,
but at De Hoek they’ve got a bunch of
them next to the pool that anyone can
use. With our visit, they even had a
lifesaver on duty, but swimming after
sunset is not allowed.

Next to the shallow pool there’s
a jungle gym, swings
and a slide. >
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OPPI DAM

Where peace reigns

It’s just as well Oppi Dam’s signpost is
oversized and next to the road that leads
from Oudtshoorn to the Cango Caves,
because even though the campsite is
right next to the road, you can’t see it. You
turn down (coming from the caves, it’s a
hairpin bend) and then drive downbhill to
the campsite a little further along. Here
you are much lower than the road and
you barely hear passing cars.

The office is just after the turnoff, to
the right, with its own parking space, but
don’t go in with your tow combination. At
the entrance is a sign indicating caravans
should keep left and rather park there.

When you check in, you’ll get a key for
your own bathroom at your stand. The
key fob also has your stand number on it
plus a remote control for the gate. Next
to the office is a nursery and, at the other
end, a liquor store where you can also buy
ostrich meat.

From here you must drive farther down
the hill - the next hairpin bend awaits you
70 m further on, keep it wide if you have
a long tow combination. The sliding gate
is just around the corner. Beyond the gate
is a small (and fenced) swimming pool to
your left.

44|March 2019 go! Drive & Camp
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Briefly | Oppi Dam
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Campsite 26 stands, each with its own
bathroom and 8 with decent shade trees.
Stands are allocated.

Ablution facilities Your own shower,
basin and toilet.

Price R350 p.n. per site for 2 adults. Then
R105 p.p. (R55 for children 5-10 years; R75
for children 11-15 years; free for under 5s).
Arrival and departure times 2 pm

and 10 am.

Contact 2044 279 1082 or 082 252 2630
“* schoempa@mweb.co.za

“% oppi-dam.co.za

How far from Oudtshoorn? 15 km.
What does the road look like? Tar to

the office.

GPS $33.474801 E22.249382

go! Camp & Drive says
Any fish you catch in the

KAMPEERDERS

The road continues straight along
the embankment of a 300 m long dam.
Between you and the water is a lovely
green grass carpet with palm trees. On
the water, a canoe or two and a few inner
tubes float.

Just past the dam lies the last slope
with two more hairpin bends. You can
choose which one you want to take,
because both lead to the road that runs
past the stands. The first one is 50 m after
the gate at the dam, but at its bottom the
turn is so sharp that you won't be able
to make the corner when someone has
set up camp right next to the bend. If you
drive about 70 m straight past the last
turn, the road does one last sharp turn
back to the campsite. You won’t battle
making that turn.

The old and the new
The oldest stands at Oppi Dam are
in a row to the left of the paved road,
and you’ll spot eight undercover
verandahs about 10 m
from one another.
Between the road and
the buildings is a neat

There’s paving under

dam needs to go back into -' lawn where you can
the water. | park your caravan.
: \ |

i




the roof and you’ll have a concrete table
and two benches plus a dishwashing sink
with cold water. The 220 V power point is
close by.

The one corner is covered to head
height with wooden panels. The toilet,
basin and open shower cubicle are here,
with a gas geyser that provides warm
water. The taps for the shower are outside
the cubicle. The roof above you is high
and, in the bathroom, it feels like you're in
an outside room.

In the space between the structures
are white stinkwood trees that give
shade -the perfect place to pitch a dome
tent. Your steel braai with its adjustable
swinging grid is also here. A lane of Kei-
apple trees (Dovyalis caffra) run behind
your stand and in December the sweet
smell of the ripe yellow fruit fills the air.

The newer stands are a little further
away: with two rows of structures — nine
in each row - on an enormous lawn. They
are similar the older stands, but the roofs
are slightly smaller. The left-hand side

Sammy and Kathy Doubell
and their son. Dave- camp
with their Isuzu 2. 5
diesel and 2000 Gypsey
Raven caravan.

They say

Oppi Dam is first class. Even in
the busy December holiday, it's
quiet in the campsite, even

though it’s fully booked. ,,

POSH NEIGHBOURHOOD One only has to look at the neat garden to know what to expect from the
Oppi Dam resort. The older stands are well established with plenty of shade, but at the newer stands .
(opposite page) you have to create your own shade. What you do get here, though, is a roof over your row’s side walls are masonry, whereas
head, concrete furniture and a private bathroom (above). the right-hand’s sides are enclosed with
corrugated iron sheets. The roofs are

also lower and the bathrooms are more
enclosed than the others. There are also
some small white stinkwood trees, but
they need a few years before they’ll cast
significant shade. The braais are
portable, each with its own grid.
There’s a larger swimming pool
at the back. It has a shallow end
for young ones, and shade nets
provide shelter from the sun for
lazing bookworms. >

prowde shelter from the sun for
- lazing bookworms.

el
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STUFFTO DO

Oudtshoorn and surrounds have more than enough attractions to keep you busy
for a few days. None of these places are further than an hour’s drive away.

Cango Caves
These well-known caves are overwhelming, and every time one comes here, it
feels like your first vist, even if it’s not. y

It’s very humid inside the caves - even more so than in Durban. You can choose 4 , ”
between two tours, with the easier one that lasts an hour. You'll see enough, but #,
if you want the full experience of crawling through corridors and cracks in a few .
spots, join the second tour.

The guide tells you about the stalagmites and stalactites... with the usual joke.
At one point, our group gets to a rock formation that looks like dozens of feelers
that stretch to the ground. It’s the Petrified Weeping Willow Tree formation, and
the guide offers R200 for anyone who can estimate its age. It’s dizzying to hear the
answer is 1% million years.

Price R120 p.p. for the regular tour (R75 for children). The Adventure Tour costs
R180 and R110 respectively.

How far from Oudtshoorn? 29 km.

GPS S33.392851 E22.214668

Highgate Ostrich Show Farm
Oudtshoorn boasts several ostrich farms, but Highgate is apparently the oldest
ostrich show farm in the world.

The ostrich tours start at a pepper tree with a trunk circumference of close to
3 m. The guide, Jean Samboer, tells you about the four pillars on which the ostrich
industry rests: meat, feathers, skin and chicks. Jean explains that ostrich feathers
are charged with static electricity, which contributes to their flightlessness.

You walk through the incubator room to Mervin May, who has been working at
Highgate for three decades and shows you how to make a feather duster within a
short time.

While Mervin’s busy, Jean explains how people use an ostrich duster
incorrectly: don’t swipe it as if it were a broom, but rather brush it against a static
material and then just hold it over the dust. And voila! The feathers pick up all the
dust like a magnet!

Afterwards, you can buy a bag of corn for R2 at the shop and feed the birds.
Price The standard tours cost R187 p.p. (R110 for children 6-12 years; free for
under 6s).

How far from Oudtshoorn? 12 km.
GPS S33.657869 E22.135989
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HALL OF THE MOUNTAIN KING The caves (left)
obviously don't have windows, but the artificial
lighting transform the chambers into truly
magical spaces.

e i Y

www.wed.c0.za

Rust-en-Vrede waterfall

The turnoff to the waterfall is 7 km before
the Cango Caves when you drive from
Oudtshoorn. Then it’s another 11 km to the
waterfall - the first 3 km is a narrow tarred
road that winds along the Klein Lerouxs
River to the municipal Cango Mountain
Resort. After that it’s a rocky gravel road
that heads into the mountains. (Judging by
all the people who come and go, you can
drive it with any vehicle.)

The entrance gate is 2,5 km before you
get to the waterfall, and the road ends in
a small parking lot for six vehicles. The
waterfall is barely 300 m further, but the
surprise awaits just a few metres from the
parking lot: the footpath enters a small
jungle and is made of concrete, but narrow
steel pedestrian bridges take you over
rocky sections and heights until you reach
a concrete barrier. There is a sign that asks
you not to pollute the water, because it’s
drinking water for Oudtshoorn.

Then, the footpath takes you to upright
cliffs where two streams plunge down 40 m
into a large pool at the bottom. The water
is crystal clear and the two waterfalls side
by side remind you of the well-known Mac-
Mac waterfall in the Lowveld.

Price R61 for up to 6 people in one vehicle.
How far from Oudtshoorn? 35 km.
GPS S33.396109 E22.356501

Swartberg Pass

If you want to view the area from up high,
you won’t get any better than the Swartberg
Pass. This 27 km gravel road runs over the
mountain from De Hoek’s side to Prince
Albert. This pass is one of the last projects
by renowned padmaker Thomas Bain and
is today a national memorial. You’ll marvel
at how he managed to get a road built over
this imposing mountain during the late
nineteenth century. >
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It’s a popular pass and you’ll
often encounter cyclists. As you
climb, the view of the Klein Karoo
in the direction of Oudtshoorn
gets better and better, and when you
summit, the Great Karoo lies towards Prince
Albert in front of you.

Even though it’s a gravel road, you can
drive it with a regular family sedan, but
heavy vehicles and caravans are prohibited.
If you examine the hairpin bends, you'll
understand why.

At the highest point of the pass is a sign
post with a lot of stickers applied to it - you
can barely make out the words “Die Top” on
it. It takes about an hour to drive the pass.
Price Free.

How far from Oudtshoorn? 50 km (the top).
GPS S33.352374 S22.046117

Wilgewandel water slides
Water is synonymous with holiday fun, but
in this dry world you wouldn’t expect an
abundance it. That’s why the seven brightly
coloured water slides next to the road
(barely 1,6 km from the Cango Caves) are
an unanticipated surprise. It’s part of the
Wilgewandel Holiday Farm where you can
ride anything from a donkey cart to a camel.
The water slides with various gradients
are a firm favourite amoung youngsters. One
of the first rules is that you must get out of
the water immediately once you reach the
bottom so that the next slider doesn’t slam
into you. You also have to sit upright and no
monkeying around is allowed. The slides are
open from 11 am to 5 pm.
Price R40 for 30 minutes, R50 for 60 minutes
and R60 for 90 minutes.
How far from Oudtshoorn? 27 km.
GPS S33.403569 E22.217124 4]
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DIRECTOR CHAIR

QUALITY TENT

No Boundavies

FISHERMAN-STOOL TENTCO FOLDING TROLLEY

Max weight 150kg
R335

SPECIFICATIONS

Ripstop canvas

Powder coated
Steel frame

CLASSIC CHAIRS

ok

600g Heavy duty material

Sponge padding
Steel frame

Max weight: 130kg

BIG BOY CHAIR

Max weight 180 kg
R656
SPECIFICATIONS

Ripstop canvas
5 Powder coated
Steel frame

A

180cm x 74em x 74em (H) R725
120¢m x 60cm x 74cm (H) R615
80cm x BOcm x 74¢m (H) R595

AFRICA'S

NR.1BEST
SELLER

44

R1470

LARGE

R1260 |
BASIC LARGE DELUXE STANDARD
Size:2.1mx80cm  Size: 1.9m x 60cm
X 47cm X 40cm

R945

PORTA POTTY

2017- R1740

401T- R2275

—— 60LT- R3075

~ ICATIONS 901T-R3520

S 20t 1201T- R4235

= R910 140LT-R5180
ﬁ""" Bag, each
. R245

e

POP-UP GAZEBO

Cﬁ.PRIUI P

Max mmh‘-t 130kg Max welght 130kg
R705

COOLER BOXES

FOLDABLE TABLES

SPECIFICATIONS

Filling 350 gsm

210 Polyester Nylon outer
Cotton inner

Complete with stuff sack

Size:2.1m
:}ot ﬂl s——

R535
SELF INFLATING MATTRESS

SIZE: 2mx 67¢cmx5¢cm R675

SIZE: 2m x 67cm x 10cm

R1035

No pumps needed

Complete with compression stuff sack

EVA MAT

EVA FOAM FLOOR MA
Pack of 4 Ties

1.2x2.4m’ x Tmm
R265 (Eva Roll up mat)

1,22x1,22x 11mm
R200

SPECIFICATIONS SPECIFICATIONS
h 21mx2.1mx1.3m Imx3mx1.8m
SPECIFICATIONS INNER TENT: 190T INNER TENT: 190T POLY-
Nylon Ripstop POLYESTER NYLON ESTER NYLON
Steel frame FLYSHEET & FLOOR: 210D FLYSHEET & FLOOR: 210D
Max weight: 150kg OXFORD NYLON OXFORD NYLON
R535 3mx3mR1450 R699 R1299
DIRECTORS DELUXE CHAIR TENTCO AWNINGS TENTCO 270° AWNINGS TENTCO KITCHEN CABINET DELUXE
SPECIFICATIONS
Black powder-coated steel -
frame g
Padded armrests
Collapsible side table
Side pockets
Max weight: 180kg | ==
R640 2,0x2,0m R1945
2,5x2,5m R2050 ]
280g ripstop canvas 4200 Oxford Nylon R5200

We strive to ensure that, at the time of going to print, all information is correct. However, Tentco will not be held liable for any errors that may occur.

21 BISSETRD
JETPARK, BOKSBURG - JHB
TEL: +27 11 397 6451/2

FAX: +2711397 6421
E-MAIL: info@tentco.co.za
WHOLESALE: colin@tentco.co.za

&STOCK - E& O
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ROOFTOP TENT RANGE HARD SHELL ROOFTOP SNR DOUBLE BOW
AFRICA EXTENSION ONLY

NO.1 BEST
SELLER

4 1.4mx 245 m (OPEN) R9635 Extension only to fit any
QUALITY YENY MANUFAGCTURERS 1.6mx245 mEﬂPEH;m 1920 Tentco 3m x 3m bow tent
” 2mx2.45m (OPEN) R13720 1.2m x 2.1m Inside size R4805
Na ‘ga” "@ Vms REPLACEMENT COVER FOR YOUR ;m: ladder BOWTENT NOT INCLUDED
ROOFTOP FROM R480

SNR DELUXE & EXT COMBO

JNR SAHARA SNR SAHARA

Side walls & front walls available
Imx3m w1 ;
Dome Tent Extension oty

45mx29mx25m 5.6mx29mx2.5m
2.8mandVerandah1.8m R11500

.- R7100 R8745
i
/.'
SAFARI BOW DINING SHELTER INNER ONLY
Heavy duty canvas traveller
21x21x15mR2855
Ranger R3270 @
21x21x1.8m |
Junior Bow R4635
, it |
. Senior Bow ¥
T, R1910 umn:fza;:
R4655 3 Side with mozzi net \
+ four solid sldes, 3x3.33%2.2m To fit Snr Tentco gazebo VERY SPACIOUS

3-IN-1 BUSH SHELTER Rt b

VIEW ON
STANDALONE
4x28m YOUTUBE
Fitted groundsheet
Double roof
Fully enclosed Extend your living space by adding your 2.5x 2.5,
Fits most bakkies or SUVs 3x 3m or Hexibow (upright pole optional)
Ghzes0s WANDERER BOW TENTS
AFRICA — |
NO.1 BEST AFRICA
SELLER NO.1 BEST
SNR JNR: 25X 2.5 x1.8m R3445 SELLER
o B RO SNR: 3x 3 x2.7m R4050
R2240 RIPSTOP MATERIAL R10530 6mx2.9mx2.5m
Sidewalls with Sidewalls available
windows available
o &
These products are available from: - \ S
NB: PRICE WILL VARY BETWEEN STORES. m AG Il#! « AZld  camMpCLMBL Nloppers_  \mmms

AGENTS: SEE LIST ON WEBSITE  mowon K3 ki
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he Western Cape’s mountains
teem with mountain passes, and
nowhere in South Africa is the
concentration as high as in the
Cape Fold Mountains between Heidelberg
and Uniondale.
The route starts in the Klein Karoo, runs
south to the Garden Route and back to
the Karoo plains, then leads west over the
Langeberg to the edge of the Overberg. The
purpose of this trip is to see how many
mountain passes — preferably dirt roads
- you can drive with a standard SUV in
two days without paying for a permit and

7 How many gravel roéd mount“a'in'
n yotrdrive before yqﬁr*Vehf
t’yre" We h|t th ' |

‘1.‘ ‘J

without repairing a punctured tyre. The
objective is demanding but achievable.
Of course, if you want to take this route
a little easier, you're free to tackle it in
smaller sections.

From arid to the verdant

Uniondale is notorious for its paranormal
activities. The more renowned of which
are the two maiden apparitions: a blonde
that unexpectedly materialises on the back
seat of your car and the a raven-haired girl
who hitch-hikes but disappears when you
pull over to offer her a lift. Then there’s the

5
d fo ﬁnd

gets a ﬂa

l\'{‘

out.”

elderly gentleman on the Willowmore road
who likes to walk out in front of your car in
the dead of night. There are poltergeists in
Rico Classen’s theatre and there is a cursed
house in which three consecutive owners
took their own lives.

It is with this foreboding that you
pitched your tent last night in the derelict
caravan park on the outskirts of the town,
but luckily you survived the night, even
if you barely closed an eye thanks to an
annoying dog yapping all night long.

With all your camping gear back in your
car, you follow Queen Street to the first
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pass on this trip: The Uniondale Poort. Try
to leave town no later than 7am as you’ve
got a lot of driving ahead of you.

Uniondale Poort may not be as
impressive as its nearby sister passes,
Meirings and Seweweeks Poort, but it’s
still a lovely road with a rich history. The
poort follows a shepherd’s path of the first
inhabitants of this region, the Khoikhoi,
along the Holdrif River. The first driveable
gravel road through the poort was
bulldozed in 1925 and it was given a tar
topping in 1960. A flood swept the old road
away in 2007, but a properly engineered
pass was opened four years later and this
is the one you're driving on now.

Barely 2 km after Uniondale Poort, you'll
come across the R62 and the Avontuur
farming community. This is where the
Prince Alfred Pass begins, arguably the
best work of the famous padmaker, Thomas
Bain. At 68 km it is the longest mountain
pass in South Africa, and as an added
benefit it has an excellent gravel surface.
Enjoy a cup of rooibos tea with milk tart at
De Vlugt’s tea garden, about a quarter of
the way into the pass.

There’s another tea garden at the
Diepwalle forestry station if De Vlugt is
closed - here you can sample delicious
vetkoek with cheese and jam or savoury
mince. Just after the forestry station, take
a turn-off to the right on Kom-se-pad road.

The Kom-se-Pad Pass takes you through
the dense Knysna forest. As soon as you
see a spot where you can pull over safely,
stop and walk into the forest. Chances are
you’ll see chameleons and bushbucks.
South African author Dalene Matthee >

Ladismith &
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spent several days on Kom-se-Pad to get
inspiration for her bestselling novel Circles
in a Forest. Near the end of Kom-se-Pad you
will encounter a settlement called Gouna,
formerly a community of Italian silk
farmers. Although the Italians have long
since moved away, their traces were the
inspiration for another of Matthee’s books,
The Mulberry Forest.

It'll be shortly after 11 am when you
enter Knysna. Here’s your chance to run
into to a shop to buy provisions for lunch
and tonight’s braai.

A road across seven gorges

The Phantom Pass is first on the Garden
Route’s well-known passes road and it
winds up a hill next to the Knysna Lagoon.
The pass isn’t named after an opera ghost
or a purple-clad superhero, but rather

THE PASSES
The coordinates of the following passes

were taken in the middle of the pass and
not at the beginning, summit or end.

BETWEEN A ROCK... Pickaxes to dynamite,
constructing a mountain pass in the 19*
century was tough and dangerous work,
but the growth of the former British colony
depended on these roadways.

after the phantom moth (Leto venus) that
emerges from its cocoon here each spring.

You’ll reach the Homtini Pass, also
known as the Goukamma River Pass, 9 km
after you summited Phantom Pass. This
narrow pass has hairpin bends, so watch
out for oncoming traffic that unexpectedly
appear out of the forest. Straight after
Homtini is the Karatara Pass. The
inhabitants of the settlement Karatara
are the inspiration for Fiela’s Child, yet
another of Dalene Matthee’s bestsellers.
The townsfolk are descended from the
original woodcutters who were relocated
here in 1939 by government to halt the
deforestation of Knysna.

Next up is the Hoogekraal Pass, a
gorgeous pass with a Victorian era stone
bridge that is barely wide enough for two

Drive time is based on our own times. 1 UNIONDALE POORT PASS
Coordinates  $33.67712E23.14710
PROFILE Summit 873 m
Elevation Distance 7,3km
Drive time 10 minutes

Nearest town Uniondale, 3 km

-y

"3 2 PRINCE ALFRED PASS
Coordinates  533.84582 E23.18436

Summit 1023 m
Distance 68km
Drive time 3 hours

L Nearest town

Knysna, 30 km

T
10km
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vehicles can edge past each other. There’s
a parking spot near the bridge - pull

over for photos and dip your toes in the
chilly water of the Hoogekraal River. The
route now flattens out and leads you past
several cattle farms. There are also a few
guesthouses if you decide to overnight in
the area and perhaps take on the nearby

Louvain 4x4 trail (see go! Drive & Camp #9).

After the Hoogekraal Pass, on the
Hoekwil road, be on the lookout for the
turnoff to the Touw River Pass. It’s easy
to miss, particularly since the signpost
indicating the turnoff went missing, and
you may need to enter these coordinates
into your GPS: S33.94782 E22.62104. The
Touw River Pass is the last dirt-road pass
on the passes road and, at 2,5 km, also
the shortest.

The next pass on your route is the Silver
River Pass. In just 2,7 km, this pass has
no less than 30 bends - and because it’s
tarred - you will likely encounter tourists
and motorcyclists. The Victorian stone
bridge over the Silver River is narrow and
motorists must take turns to cross it.

The Kaaimansgat Pass follows next.
Both bridges across the Kaaimans and
Silver river gorges were originally made of
pine, but they barely lasted a decade and
were replaced with stone bridges in 1904
- both remain standing today.

The last pass on the passes road is the
Swartrivier Pass (originally called the
Zwartriviershoogte Pass) that brings you to
George, the largest town along this route.

The passes road is also referred to as the
Seven Passes Road, but if you pay close >

4 PHANTOM PASS

5 HOMTINI PASS

Coordinates  533.96236 E23.05387 Coordinates  534.00865 E23.00706 Coordinates  S33.94051E22.90577
Summit 487 m Summit 191 m Summit 234m
Distance 46 km Distance 7.5km Distance 13 km
Drive time 1 hour Drive time 10 minutes Drive time 30 minutes
 Nearest town Knysna, 18 km Nearest town Knysna, 9 km Nearesttown  Sedgefield, 32 km
L L
| | | T | 1
70km 80km 90 km 100m 110km 120km
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INTO TREES. The passes
road through the forest
is undeniably pretty, but
it can turn into a muddy
nightmare when it rains.

Drive time
Nearest town

5 HOMTINI PASS
Coordinates

$33.94051 E22.90577
234m

13km

30 minutes
Sedgefield, 32 km

6 KARATARA PASS

Coordinates  $33.92461E22.84877
Summit 230m
Distance 4,8km
Drive time 7 minutes

._ Nearesttown  Sedgefield, 25km |

7 HOOGEKRAAL PASS

Coordinates  $33.92777 E22.77997
Summit 239m
Distance 11 km
Drive time 20 minutes
Nearest town Sedgefield, 25 km )

_\u

3 Nearest town

attention, you will see that there are eight
passes on the road. The mix-up is probably
because the tourism official who came up
with this name made the common mistake
of assuming the Kaaimansgat and Silver
River passes are one and the same because
they run seamlessly into each other.

The eight passes were constructed
between 1867 and 1882 by Thomas Bain
and his brother-in-law Adam de Smidt.
Bain started on the Knysna side while
De Smidt began in George. According
to legend, the two had such heated
disagreements about the route that they
refused to talk to each for the rest of their
lives. Bain, being the senior engineer, got
his way though.

Back to the Karoo
If you didn’t buy chops and wors for
tonight’s braai in Knysna, you should do so
in George because you won’t see another
town for the remainder of the day. The
Montagu Pass starts on the outskirts of
George and winds 17 km up the Outeniqua
Mountain. It was completed in 1848 by
Henry Fancourt White (now you know
where the Fancourt golf course gets its
name) and in more than 170 years the
pass hasn’t changed one bit.

There are quite a few stop-off points
where you can take photos, including
the train bridge at Stinkhoutdraai and
Amanda’s Grave where the ashes of
Amanda Pienaar and her husband, Pieter,
are buried. You are officially back in the
Klein Karoo once you reach a settlement
called Herold at the top of the pass.
Continue north and after 2 km you will
find the Paardepoort Pass. There’s nothing

(’9 SILVER RIVER PASS
Coordinates  $33.96483 E22.56532
Summit
Distance
8 TOUW RIVER PASS Drive time 10 minutes
533.94687 £22.61203 Nearesttown  Wilderness, 5 km
25m b :
2,5km
10 minutes
Wilderness, 7km |

I
120 km

I
130km
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remarkable about this pass, but if you TOUW RIVER 8R1DgE
examine the far side of the Doring River,
you will notice a stone retaining wall of
a much older pass. These are the remains
of the original Paardepoort Pass, which
was completed in 1850. However, the pass
on which you’re driving now replaced it in
the 1930s. The Paardepoort and Montagu
passes were the original link between
George and Oudtshoorn, a busy route that
eventually led all the way to Kimberley
when diamonds were discovered there.
Head west on the Zebra road and cross
the Great Doring River. Here you will find
a forgotten 5 km pass, the Leopoort Pass.
The road is unremarkable and it isn’t even STEEL YOURSELF. The Touw River Pass
marked on most maps, which means you’ll got its name from the Dutch word for
) ) rope. Ox wagons once needed to be
probably be the only guy in your circle of pulled through the gorge using ropes
friends who can boast that you drove it. before the bridge was built.
All that remains is to take a shortcut
through the Volmoed farming community
and cross the Olifants River in the direction
of the Gamkaberg Nature Reserve, your
accommodation for the night. You’ll have
to hurry because the reserve’s gate closes
at 4pm, but fortunately you can call the
duty officer after hours to let you in - the
number is posted on the gate.

i

Up and down the Overberg
You don’t have to drive far today but do get
up early if you want to tackle the Lawson’s
Pass inside the reserve - this is the only
pass on your route where four-wheel drive
is essential.

It’s not clear who built this pass, but
it was probably a farmer’s road on the
original farm before it was incorporated
into the reserve. Our Subaru Forester could

barely manage it and we had to be >

o N B ) f
10 KAAIMANSGAT PASS 11 SWARTRIVIER PASS 12 MONTAGU PASS 13 PAARDEPOORT PASS 14 LEOPOORT PASS
Coordinates  533.97098 E22.54787 Coordinates  $33.96769 E22.51808 Coordinates  533.89347 E22.42213 Coordinates  $33.79313 E22.42514 Coordinates  $33.77788 E22.20837
Summit 191Tm Summit 200m Summit 724 m Summit 552m Summit 477 m
Distance 2,6 km Distance 3,9km Distance 17 km Distance 7km Distance 5,5km
Drive time 10 minutes Drive time 4 minutes Drive time 30 minutes Drive time 8 minutes Drive time 10 minutes

kNearest town George 6 km | Nearest town George, 4 km o Nearest town George, 12km Nearest town George, 22km | Nearesttown  Oudtshoorn, 25km

- —
T T | | T T T
180km 190 km 200 km 210km 220km 230km 240km
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extremely careful. First ask a ranger
whether he thinks your vehicle can make
it - the ranger we asked had serious
reservations about our Subaru, but he did
cautiously allow us to try.

After returning unharmed from
Lawson’s Pass, head north, across the R62
towards the Swartberg. You're going to
need your GPS again, because many roads
in these parts aren’t signposted.

After passing Buffelskloof’s farm school,

you will encounter the Coetzeespoort Pass.

Keep your eyes peeled for leopard tortoises
crossing the road - they can reach the size
of a beer keg! Coetzeespoort follows the
winding Kruis River to Groenfontein. If you
turn right at the T-junction, you’ll end up
in Oudtshoorn, but you should turn left
toward Calitzdorp instead.

The Kruisrivierpoort Pass is a 26 km
gravel road that follows the Nel’s River to
Calitzdorp Dam - which was a popular
fishing destination before the drought hit.
It’s a narrow road with dozens of hairpin
bends. If you ignore the sign warning
you to not tow a caravan or drive a heavy
vehicle here, you will soon regret it. You
should arrive at Calitzdorp around noon,
just in time for lunch. With a tank full of
fuel, it’s time to drive south through the
Gamka Valley towards the Groenfontein
Nature Reserve.

The Rooiberg Pass starts at the nature
reserve’s fence and winds across the
Rooiberg for 35 km. It is an impressive
pass with 180 ° turns and sheer cliffs. The
pass ends 5 km outside Van Wyksdorp:
population 700 and falling.

Now head south on the R327 dirt road
and take the turnoff that leads to the
R323. At the R323, you can turn south
and drive the tarred Garcia’s
Pass, but then you’ll miss one

15 LAWSON'S PASS

to the Kortfontein/Kanetberg turnoff.
Turn left here.

Moments ago, you were surrounded
by the inhospitable Karoo plains, sizzling
rocks and dry shrubs, but here on the
Gysmanshoek Pass you’re suddenly
in a lush valley covered in fynbos and
wildflowers. Perhaps you, like us, will
get a lump in the throat and wish you
could build a house here, but this Eden
is managed and protected by Cape Nature.
The Gysmanshoek Pass terminates at
a T-junction and gravel farm road along
the Duiwenhoks River. If you turn left,
you go to Heidelberg; right takes you to
the Wadrift Pass - and that’s where you
want to be.

i Coordinates  $33.47223 E21.89736

—_—
i Lo AL
i .- SR T

16 COETZEESPOORT PASS

of the highlights of the route. Coordinates  $33.68414 E21.90350
Rather turn right and drive Summit 688 m (vantage point) Summit 524m
2,7 km inland, now take the Distance 2.4km Distance 8,9km
Brandrivier/Barrydale turnoff Drive time 20 minutes Drive time 10 minutes
and drive 15 km westward Nearesttown  (alitzdorp, 36 km Nearesttown  (alitzdorp, 23 km
S A
L] [
T T T T : T T
270km 280km 290km 300km 310km 320km 330km
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Three short, gravel passes - Wadrift,
Seekoeigat and Doringkraal Pass — runs
through the foothills of the Langeberg and
connects the region’s farms.

Your destination is 11 km farther on:
the Grootvadersbosch Nature Reserve.

It’'s a wooded reserve on the edge of

the Overberg and it offers a welcome
break after the 22 mountain passes you
conquered in 2 days. Give yourself a pat on
the back and be proud of a country where
you can accomplish such a feat. >

HIGH AND DRY. There are fewer passes
in the Karoo than in the Cape Fold
Mountains, but they are nonetheless
impressive. It is remarkable how these
passes connect regions and climates.

Keep your eyes peeled-for
Ieop?rd tdrtoisesﬁ‘crosﬁhg’a -
the road = they can reach the

*isize of a beer kegl, '

e
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(L= 18 ROOIBERG PASS

e =

RIVIERSPOORT PASS

17 KRUIS

Coordinates  $33.45094 E21.76446 Coordinates  S33.71418 E21.64648 1 3 s s
Summit 692 m Summit 784m
Distance 26km Distance 35km
Drive time 45 minutes Drive time 1 hour 30 minutes
_l\Nearest town (alitzdorp, 15 km Nearest town (alitzdorp, 30 km
1 J
T T T T T T
340km 350km 360km 370km 380km 390m
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WHAT WE DROVE

Subaru South Africa loaned us

a 2019 Forester 2.0i-S ES. At first
glance, the new Forester looks
exactly like the previous model, but
there are genuine differences. We

13
co
co

I WANT TO GO, TOO!

WHERE? The route leads from Uniondale
in the Klein Karoo to Grootvadersbosch near
Heidelberg in the Cape. You'll visit Knysna,
George, Calitzdorp and Vanwyksdorp, but
you may not encounter another soul for long
stretched between.

PROVISIONS The bigger towns all have fresh
produce, but it is advisable to bringa 12V
fridge or a cooler box. Because a substantial
part of the route consists of gravel roads, you
should check your spare wheel in advance and
pack a tyre-repair kit and compressor.

~ 18 ROOIBERG PASS
Coordinates

$33.71418 E21.64648

but at the end of our journey,

at Moodies Pass just outside
Grootvadersbosch, the Forester
finally got a flat tyre, after all those
gravel passes! We share our driving
impression in an upcoming issue.

e the improved X-mode that now
mpletely turns off the traction
ntrol and works like a diff lock.
The Forester performed well,

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

Uniondale police, 49 Voortrekker Street
1044 752 6600

Knysna police, Queen Street ) 044 302 6600
George Police, 37 Courtenay Street
30448034700

Oudtshoorn police, 36 Baron van Reede Street
70442039014

Calitzdorp police, 13 Queen Street
70442133320

Heidelberg police, 54 Van Riebeeck Street
20287221910

i_?;—u o -\-_..,_"_._ L A
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et

Summit 784m

Distance 35km HOT TO COOL. The sunbaked

Drive time 1 hour 30 minutes Rooiberg Pass (above) seem
Nearesttown  Calitzdorp, 30 km worlds away from the fertile

valleys of the Wadrift and
Seekoeigat Passes (left).

I L) L] 1 I I
390 km 400 km 410km 420km 430 km 440 km
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ACCOMMODATION

There are numerous accommodation
options along the route, but these are the
three spots where we pitched a tent:

Uniondale Caravan Park

You'll find 17 stands, of which eight have
power points. The stands encircle an ablution
block and poplar trees provide shade.

The place is run down, but it’s safe, clean

and everything works. Do bring earplugs,
because dogs in a nearby neighbourhood
bark throughout night.

Contact 082 774 0004 (Ken Dodds)

Price R100 per tent and R20 p.p.p.n.

small concrete slabs on which you can pitch
a tent. Each campsite has garden furniture,
a braai, a three-prong power outlet and

a shelter for shade. The ablution facilities are
spotless, there’s a labyrinth for introspection,
and access to Lawson’s Pass is free if you
overnight (R200 for day visitors).

Contact 2044 213 3367 (park office) or
072 202 3438 (gate) “ficapenature.co.za
Price R140 p.n. for 2 (R300 in holidays) plus
a conservation fee of R40 p.p.

Grootvadersbosch Nature Reserve
Grootvadersbosch has 14 sites, of which
two have private bathrooms. The communal

( 19 GYSMANSHOEK PASS , lr 20 WADRIFT PASS 21 SEEKOEIGAT PASS %
| BNt
- Coordinates  $33.93692£21.06977 | | Coordinates $33.97731E21.03443 l-i.‘-f Coordinates  533.99151 E20.99041 ﬁ‘;ﬁﬁ Coordinates  534.01298 E20.91473
Summit 721m Summit 430m Summit 499 m Summit 169 m
Distance 14km Distance 4km Distance 12km Distance 5,9km
Drive time 40 minutes Drive time 5 minutes Drive time 15 minutes Drive time 10 minutes
L Nearesttown  Heidelberg, 30km | \ Nearesttown  Heidelberg, 20 km _ Nearesttown  Heidelberg, 11 km Nearesttown  Heidelberg, 13 km |
= 600m
= 400m
~ 200m
= 0Om
-200m
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hiking and mountain-bike trails. The trails
take between three and six hours each to
walk or ride and should occupy you for days.
Contact 2021 483 0190 (reservations)

Gamkaberg Nature Reserve ablution facilities are spotless, there’s a lapa ““capenature.co.za
This nature reserve in the Klein Karoo doesn't  with fridges, a children’s playground and Price R180 p.n. for 2 (R300 in holidays) plus
offer stands for caravans, but there are two braai areas. The biggest attractions are the a conservation fee of R40 p.p. e

1 I i | I I
500 km 500km 500 km 500 km 500km 500 km 512km
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Zululand Conservation Miracle

Join a self-drive tour with go! Drive and Camp Tours and

Bhejane 4x4 Adventures to Zululand

DAY 1

We meet at 2 pm in the campsite at Ithala
Game Reserve, giving us enough time to settle
in and do a short 4X4 sundowner route in the
game reserve. Ithala is an easy half day’s drive
from Gauteng, and the reserve is unique in
that it has the feeling of the Natal Drakensberg
in its high-lying areas and the Zululand
bushveld in the valleys.

DAY 2

After a nice big breakfast we do another 4X4
route in Ithala Game Reserve. This gives us the
opportunity to really explore the reserve and
be on the lookout for black and white rhino,
among other wildlife. We return back to camp
in the late afternoon.

DAYS 3 &4

Today we head towards the Hluhluwe-
Umfolozi Game Reserve which was once the
private hunting ground of King Shaka. Due

to a pilot project we are involved in with
conservation authorities, we get to campin a
private campsite on the banks of the river, in
the heart of the reserve. We are also allowed
controlled access to a 4x4 route not available
to the general public. The reserve has the Big
Five and the game viewing is excellent. This
experience gives us the opportunity to feel like
real game rangers as we trek into the heart of
both black and white rhino conservation. The
proceeds of this unique off-road and camping
experience go directly to rhino protection in
the reserve.

mwﬁ*ﬂ :: iﬁ %

DAY 5

Today it’s time to visit the tropical Zululand
coastline. We enter the iSimangaliso Wetland
Park (Greater St Lucia Wetland Park) and do

a sandy 4X4 track around Lake Sibhaya, South
Africa’s largest freshwater lake, on the constant
lookout for hippos and crocs. Our route takes
us along the edge of the highest vegetated
dunes in Africa and into narrow tunnels of
coastal dune forest. Our campsite for the next
two nights is on the beach at Mabibi.

DAY 6

Today we have a well-deserved rest day to
enjoy the Zululand coastline. The Mabibi
camp site has a pristine beach and you can
swim, snorkel, fish and just relax. Weather
permitting, there is an opportunity to take
a rubber dinghy boat ride out to sea (this
activity is not included in the tour cost).
Later we go back onto the Lake Sibhayi
shoreline for sundowners.

DAY 7

We head further north up the coast to the

Kosi Bay Mouth on the border of Mozambique,
where the traditional fish traps are still being
used. Our campsite for the next two nights is
in Ndumo Game Reserve with its huge natural
pans and prolific birdlife.

DAY 8
Today we visit Tembe Elephant Park, winding
our way on the sandy 4x4 tracks in the reserve
on the lookout for Africa’s biggest tuskers.

We enjoy our last afternoon together driving
along the narrow tracks along the riverine
forest and pans of Ndumo Game Reserve.

DAY 9
After breakfast it's time to say goodbye and

head out on the tar road that crosses over the

Jozini Dam wall and meet up with the N2
near the town of Mkuze.

8-NIGHT/9-DAY ADVENTURE
(TENTED ACCOMMODATION)

DATES 18 to 26 May 2019
COST R 11 350 per person (half price for
children under 10)

ON THIS SPECIFICTOUR

BHEJANE SUPPLIES/PROVIDES

® All camp fees

® All park entrance fees

® All advertised activities

® Tents, cutlery and crockery

® Coffee and tea all day every day while
in camp

WHAT YOU NEED TO BRING/PROVIDE

® Your vehicle and fuel

® Mattresses and/or stretchers and sleeping
bags and pillows

® Fold-up chairs

® Drinks and in-between snacks

® Out of country/medical emergency and
evacuation insurance cover

® Border crossing fees and road taxes

Yes, | want to go!

To book, call
@ 044 535 9033 or e-mail
“Bbookings@bhejane.com
Find out more at
““bhejane.com
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outh Africans really are spoilt for

choice when it comes to planning

a camping weekend. Every

province or region has its own
unique landscape, climate and character,
and everyone have their own favourite
campsite, a place with that “something”
that differentiates itself from others and
beckons you back time and again. Some
are fun, some ultra-luxurious while others
boast heavenly nature and silence.

Some people, however, look for a little
bit of everything... a little silence,
something to keep the kids occupied and
neat ablution facilities in a place that is
more bush than resort.

Koro-Koro Safari Lodge, about 20 km
west of Bela-Bela, is such a place. It is
also one of just a handful of resorts where
you can choose from three different types
of campsites. The camp has a peaceful,
yet cosy atmosphere and you can choose
between rugged bushveld stands or soft
grass lawns.

Koro-Koro’s name is derived from the
call of the red-billed hornbill - if you listen

64|March 2019 go! Drive & Camp

carefully, they sound as if they’re calling
“koro-koro-koro” when they hop around
the grass in front of your tent looking for
a worm.

Owners, Daan and Anneke Olwage, took
over Koro-Koro in November 2014. Right
away they got renovating and established
some game in the game camp.

You can tell that they’re dedicated
to personal attention, and Anneke is
always ready to start a conversation.

Late afternoon, when the Bushveld sun
approaches the horizon, she and Daan
and CZ, their German shepherd, will
briefly visit to make sure everything is
still okay.

This is also the time of day when three
of Koro-Koro’s staff, Joe, Abraham and Big
Boy arrive with the Land Rover packed
full of ice and firewood to hear if you need
anything.

Something for every taste

Shortly after your arrival at your stand,
Diesel, Koro-Koro’s Staffie, comes to say
hello as if he’s making sure you'’re in
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the right place. Diesel is a friendly dog
who likes to walk with you through the
campsite and loves to swim with the kids.

Your stand is pre-allocated, but you
can ask for a specific one when you book.
The main camp with its 31 sites has
a traditional camp layout where you camp
right next to your neighbour, with a white
lime strip between the two of you. If you
love grass under your feet, this is the
camp for you. All the stands are covered
in a mixture of LM, couch and buffalo
grass. The ones in the middle of the camp
(numbers 1 to 5) are surrounded by other
stands and walkways, so you don’t have
much of a view from them.

If you want to see the veld in front of
you, you'll need to pitch your tent on
the stands that run along the side of the
camp. The best ones here are numbers
810 12, 14, and 21 to 25.

The stands of all three camps in the
resort measure on average 12 x 12 m and
each has a 220 V power point (blue plug),
a light, tap and rubbish bin.

In the main camp, you braai on



‘._l_

you want to adjust the height

of the grid, so bring your own
adjustable tripod and folding
grid along.

The camp is covered in
trees - monkey thorns,
umbrella thorns and sickle
bush - and although your

caravan won't be in the

shade all day long, there is
always a shade tree nearby for
you to sit under. Be careful when

you walk barefoot, as there are a

lot of thorns... Joe, Abraham and Big
Boy work all day long to sweep the camp,
but with the lush grass there is always
a chance that a thorn or two is waiting for
their next barefoot victim.

Bird watchers will be delighted: the
trees attract many feathered friends,
though it’s sometimes difficult to locate
the smaller ones among all the fine twigs
of the thorn trees.

The layout of the ablution building at
the main camp is not something you see
every day in a campsite. The building
has 16 small shower cubicles - eight on
: : each side of the building. Inside, they
Text ,ahd PlhOtOSt‘H_E_lenUS Kruger are identical, and as with the rest of

e ,__ i At Bl % the camp’s ablution facilities, men and
SRR women share the bathrooms. A short
corridor takes you to a toilet on your right
and a shower room in front of you, each

At Koro-Koro Safari
Lodge you experience
much more than just the
Bushveld’s summer heat
and beautiful sunsets.
=+ .There’s something for
W\ everyone,regardless of ..
RS \Your camping preference.

BIRDS OF A FEATHER. This is not a bustling seaside
resort. Instead you'll find peace and quiet that is

only interrupted by the raspy call of a hornbill.
Kids won't get bored, though, because there’s still
plenty to do and new friends to meet.

"'-.\I N
| toVaalwater

with its own door (no baths
here). You hang a string
at the entrance of the
corridor so nobody

Rust de Winter Dam
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will surprise you while

you're inside. The shower is standard

in size (85 x 85 cm) and has a shower
curtain and shelf for soap and shampoo.

The shower cubicle is tiled, but the rest
of the room has unplastered brick walls.
An oval basin is sunk in a marble top and
there’s a mirror, 220 V socket, hooks and
a small shelf in the corner of the room. The
light above the sink makes things easier if
you're shaving or applying makeup.

The laundry room is in a building next
door, but it wasn’t open during our visit.
The dishwashing area is outside on the
one side.

If you prefer a stand with soil rather
than grass, there are 15 bush stands
a short distance from the main campsite.
(The two sites are separated by wild grass
and trees.) These sites are divided into
two with a large piece of veld in between.
Stands H to O and A to G are grouped
together. Most of the stands have a tree
or two on them, but many of them are too
small - you certainly won’t be able to park
a caravan under them. There’s is also a
piece of veld in-between the stands, which
means you won'’t have to camp on your
neighbour’s doorstep.

Unlike at the main camp, you've got
barrel braais, each with a grid. The barrels

are deep and you have to make a
big fire to get enough heat
to the grid. Pack your

own braai if you >
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WEEKEND BREAK

don’t want to use all your wood on the
first night.

The bush stands share three ablution
buildings. Each has two rooms (1,9 x
3,8 m), one with a shower and the other
with a bath. There’s a small basin, mirror,
hooks, a bench to sit on and a toilet. The
shower has a curtain and a shelf for soap
and shampoo. Each ablution block has a
sink for dishes and one for washing on
the side.

The third campsite, Haak en Steek, is
located near the main building, about
200 m from the others. Here you'll find six
sites in a circle and this camp offers the
best of both the others: there is grass just

as in the main camp, but there is space e - o e oL ' R P o bl et s
between each site and open veld in front v N 7 e ,.4-.‘_ru.;.-e:~.;j _jc_‘ u
of you. Stand numbers 1, 5 and 6 are good . Bt - | as R ':T:'_‘% L_ :
choices here. B N Wl | h Iﬂ WL aT-rhS..:TYofJ ryour 5?‘.;_1 .

You will need to set up your caravan . : ~ : - m‘rﬁﬁ iY-&i?I‘iI 'rtl Y'U‘ o 11!’“' a ;*
or tent on a 4 x 6 step gravel square - no L .‘,4 F . ...‘.
solid groundsheets are allowed on the g | AgesliiRed | eotallts, JVE ‘}Fﬁi’ tm{?‘ Jh
grass. The braai section is on the side of Ty ' - e W d |
the stand and has a small concrete slab R TR - S e . o i

on which the barrel braai and a rubbish

bin are placed.
The single ablution block with three TIME TO RELAX. There’s a sense of community at Koro-Koro, but if you're less socialy active you can always
get a bush stand with more privacy. If the midday heat becomes oppressive, head to the pool to cool down.

/ p Bt .-;"" R i e |
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bathrooms is also shared by men and
women. It’s can get a bit tight in the
shower rooms (1,7 x 1,8 m), but the glass
cubicle has a soap rack and there’s a
basin, mirror, bench, hooks, bin and toilet.
The floors and walls are tiled.

You wash your dishes behind the
building where two stainless steel basins
are deep enough to fit your skottel braai.
The emptying point for portaloos are here,
as well.

The heartbeat of the camp

The Bushveld heat is no one’s friend,

and at some point you’ll be seeking relief
in the cold water pool next to the main
camp. If you're not lucky enough to get
one of the plastic loungers on the grass,
you can spread out your towel under

a thorn tree. Just remember to check for
thorns first.

A small kiddies’ pool (50 cm deep) lies
next to a larger pool (1,4 m). Leave your
food and drink with your towel, as it’s not
allowed in the pool.

All the other activities are at the main
building, about 150 m from the campsite.
There’s a heated pool, = et
table tennis under a small
lapa, an outdoor chess set,
a boma, reception hall and
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bar. They all lie in a circle around a large
lawn, which is painfully neat like the rest of
the grass in the resort. Remember to leave
your bike outside this area, as no bicycles
are allowed on the grass.

You'll also see a camp with a pond where
the ducks and geese find refreshment and
where the emus, who like to walk through
the camp, come to spend the night.

In front of the main building lies a large
old marula tree on its side. Anneke says the
tree was about 420 years old before being
uprooted in a storm in January 2014 (the
termites, she says, also played their part).
Next to the tree, a retired windmill keeps an
eye on matters.

The heated pool is heated to anything
between 28 °C and 30 °C, and in the
high summer, the cold-water pool isn’t

much cooler.

At the Hooligan Bar you can
get something cold to drink
under the torpid glare of
taxidermied buck and wild pig
heads, sink a couple

of pool balls (R5) and
watch your the game
on a big screen. >

-

Erika and Fanie
Hartzenberg. their son
Simon and his friend
Louis du Plessis camp
with bosTokoloshe-
their home-built
camping trailer.which
they tow with a
Mitsubishi Triton.

They Say

“ We love the camp’s tranquillity,
the great variety of birds and
the night sounds. You hear the foxes
talking right through the night. The
boys participated in all the activities
and especially enjoyed the table
tennis and spending the day in the

Pools. The hike through the
game camp was a highlight. ,,

s
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g Briefly | Koro-Koro

— If you prefer a stand with soil

‘ .ﬁ.' ‘ ‘ Q ‘ ‘ X ! Q'j rather than grass, there are 15

| | bush stands a short distance
from the main campsite:

Campsite 3 different campsites with a
total of 52 stands with and without grass.
Ablution facilities Each camp has

its own facilities. Men and women

share bathrooms.

Price From R250 to R620 per site (for up
to 4 people and 1 vehicle) depending on
the season.

Contact 7' 082 908 4448

“Z info@koro-koro.co.za = korokoro.co.za
Arrival and departure times 12 pm and
2 pm, but you may use the facilities up
to 3 pm.

What does the road look like? Tar road,
with the last 1 km to the gate a good
gravel road.

GPS 524.890823 E28.119686 (reception)

go! Drive & Camp says At the Haak
en Steek camp you're spoilt rotten: you
have manicured lawns underfoot and
wild grass in front of your verandah.
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And, should the hunger pangs hit, you can
order a takeaway at the bar, but only when
it is high season. For between R15 and
R30, you can order quick meals including
toasted sandwiches or chips and Russians.

Along the bar counter is a set of basic
items including firelighters, ice, soft drinks,
ice cream and sweets.

During holidays, a different activity is
on offer each afternoon. There are bingo
evenings, late afternoon tractor and trailer
rides through the game camp, and a braai
evening at the boma where campers can
get to know one another better. For the
kids, there are treasure hunts, country
sports and art classes. The night hike with
lanterns through the game camp is one of
the children’s favourite activities.

Koro-Koro’s game camp is a few hundred
metres from the campsite and you can
walk on the network of paths or ride along
the marked cycle route. The cycling route is
just under 5 km long and on level ground,
which means the little ones and the unfit

ACTIVE LIFESTYLE. There are several
activities for kids to keep them out of
your hair. Even restless grownups will
find enough diversions here to keep
them occupied.

can join the fun.
Game drives on the trailer (R50 p.p.) last
about an hour and include a free drink. ©

BISCOVERER 4 & 6 oscorey ER iDL il

Manual or automatic e | Large island bed & 1 seats
o Manual or automatic

ifor il

e s e y sizes and layouts
Large |5Iand bed & swwel seats | | DISCOVERER. xLlHL Proper 4x4 capablyhty
% smManual or autumit:*c . s

Tel 0215773863 Fax 0215773864

www.motorhome-world.com

Sales Desr n | Accessories | Service £
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TRAIL GUIDE | LEKOA LODGE

o

' .

" Weekend funfonithe

- r:g—-.. = e ,;"r-:_}"-: o o ""_'_i:.-‘."._.' = . T
AP oo G~ esin T
— LU ST AR YR e
T BoG Fm \ ’ 3 Fee -
= I-H—_u. 3 _— \ \ ; #““'-. " E
— = m— .-'.‘.,'.-.' - E“ 2 Y
- - - ¥ ey [ e T -
Wttt - i (o) A ITE J[jf.k TR T e AT .-‘.‘__a'-\? i
1{ e e ,,__“E: l‘"‘i DPDSL 1 -I.r, g "= .f.:..,'?' I,F"g “LE -,
3 % A £ R A o3 -
e, L J—] Q" _-_'_I"_"_:..'.—-—"'_- A R -
-__-______—_————_h. “ -4 jr = Ve . J\'-fﬂ__ﬁ‘
= -/ N e o " 4 -
S Epm - ghie - 3 F=EY
- ¢ . W
-4 o ) r 3
oy Pl W s M
b - 4 e o ‘e
+ - e b 5
: ‘l L . J‘Ff’ﬁi-? ¥ s
= '\ Sk :
1
1 .-
-s % - Sy ! I
“ & a |
[ ] - ' ] !
- - "

There are many activities near the \laél Dam - this one’s
a 4x4 obstacle course at a popularwedding destination.

he Lekoa Lodge is on the

farm Wolwefontein, about an

hour and a half’s drive south

of Johannesburg. When you
visit this lodge, it’s likely because you're
attending a family member’s wedding or
a business conference. This is an attractive
establishment with verdant lawns, a rock

pool and neat thatched chalets.

Lekoa Lodge doesn’t market itself as
a 4x4 destination, but one of the activities
offered is indeed an off-road track - so feel
free to bring your rig if you're invited to
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Text and photos Cyril Klopper

a cousin’s wedding but can’t see yourself
waiting all day long in your chalet while
Justine from the beauty parlour pretties
up the bride.

The route is unmarked and the reception
staff provides no map. When you ask about
the trail, the people behind the counter
look at you blankly and suggest you to
follow the track and use your discretion.

The route starts at a gate in a tall
fence behind the lodge. A dirt road runs
a short distance northward, past a family
cemetery, to an obstacle course. This

course is actually designed for quads
and your bakkie won’t fit on the tracks.
However, nothing stops you from braving
the mudholes and embankments with
your truck but be warned: your vehicle
must have good breakover, approach and
departure angles.

The gravel road runs further north to an
airstrip, but we drove east from the quad
obstacle course and followed one of several
narrow trails to a farm dam. Drive over the
dam’s wall, up an incline to a crossing in
the road. Here you turn right and cross the



main dirt road that serves the farm. Apart
from the quad obstacle course, there are
no significant challenges up to now, and
you could probably tackle the twin track
with a regular sedan.

After driving over the Wolwefontein
Road, the trail starts to descend to the
Waterval River. This is where things get
more technical, because suddenly the road
runs straight up an embankment. The
surface of the twin track here is littered
with potato-sized stones, and you will
definitely not make it in two-wheel drive.

HOME ON THE RANGE. Lekoa Lodge
might be in Mpumalanga but the
landscape here is pure Free State.
Truly challenging obstacles are few
and far between, but you can head
over to the quad track (above) if you
require a bit of action.

Greylingstad

to Durban
A

Even all-wheel drive will struggle here, and

you might need to engage a diff lock.

All that remains now is a final obstacle:
a muddy hole next to the Waterval River.
During our visit, the hole was fairly dry,
so it didn’t pose much of a threat, but the
telltale sign of a recent battle was still
visible in the drying clay.

Now the trail returns to the
Wolwefontein road. Across the road, you
drive up a smallish hill above the lodge
— from here you can take in the stunning
vista. Then it’s down to the farm dam and
back to the lodge. >
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The route is by no means gruelling, and
the few challenges you’ll encounter

can be circumvented by taking chicken
routes. It is therefore not worth a trip from
Johannesburg to Lekoa Lodge just to visit
the trail. But it’s good to know you can get
dirty on the morning before the wedding.
Or arrange a team-building weekend with
quads for your employees.

Accommodation

If you don’t want to stay in the self-
catering chalets, you can tow your caravan
here. There is a large lawn with ablution
facilities, a braai area, electricity and
trampolines for kids. In addition to the
outside swimming pool, there’s a heated
indoor pool plus a restaurant and a bar.

The surface of the
twin trackiis littered
with potato-sized
stones, and you will
definitely not make it
in two-wheel drive.

MONSTER FROM THE BOG. No one minds a bit of mud, until
you get desperately stuck in it. Fortunately the mud pits
at Lekoa Lodge aren’t that extreme and if you do get stuck
help is only a phone call away. Keep in mind that Lekoa
Lodge is on a working farm, so please mind the herd of
cattle that you might encounter on the trail.

PROFILE
1040m 7 Flevation
1000m -
950 m =
900m - Quad ['):}gyground
() Start '®) Cross main road
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800 )
m - a o
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4x4, low range, diff lock? You will need 4WD and
good ground clearance if you want to tackle the more
challenging parts of the trail, but you should be okay
without a diff lock and low-range gears if you know
your vehicle or avoid the obstacles.

Maximum number of vehicles? Unlimited.

Do I get a map? No.

Will | scratch my vehicle? No.

Should | take a compressor? No.

Can we braai along the way? No, but there are
facilities at the campsite.

Can | turn around halfway? Yes.

Is there a cellphone reception? Yes.

THE TRAIL

Best time to go? All year.

Can | take my family? Yes.

For the day or the weekend? Weekend.

Are there ablution facilities? At the lodge and
campsite, yes.

Directions From Johannesburg, take the N3 highway
towards Villiers. About 6 km before Villiers, take the
R547 turnoff east and drive 10 km. Turn right at the
first intersection, cross the Hexspruit and take the
Wolwefontein Road to Lekoa Lodge.

GPS 526.95436 E28.72105 (gate)

$26.95133 E28.72084 (start of route)

Price? Free for guests (no day visitors).

Contact (7087 802 0822
“‘info@lekoalodge.com
“%lekoalodge.com (4]
~1040m
—1000m
Gentle hill
O =950 m
f =900 m
En
e o Q
Intersection - Dam wall —850m
OCross main road ?\}\\
~=800m
1

T T T T
6,5km 7km 7,5km 8km 8,5km 9km
WWW.Weg.c0.za

®
Smartcharge

the world’s most user friendly
battery charger
Cutting edge technology, award winning
design at cutting edge price

¢ Polarity protection -
dead cell detection

* Charging Status
display

* Deep Cycle mode -
AGM - Gel (14.7V)

¢ One Button solution
(14.40)

* Power supply mode

¢ High quality spark
proof clamps

* Integrated wiring
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MY SPOT

River along the roa

River Destiny Lodge)

Topping off their annual family vacation, Jaco and Lizl van Tonder stopped at
River Destiny Lodge outside Colesberg on their way home to Pretoria.

The van Tonders usually camp in
‘ ‘ Elands Bay for three or four weeks
during the summer holiday, but this
holiday was a particularly sentimental
one as it was the first time in eight years
that two of their three children didn’t join
them. Towards the end of their stay, their
youngest daughter boarded a flight from
Cape Town to California.

After saying goodbye, Jaco and Lizl
decided not to return home via the N1 but
to take an extended vacation by stopping
at Die Dam, Jongensfontein, Victoria Bay
and Buffalo Bay, before finally pointing
their 2016 Toyota Prado and 2007 Jurgens
Classique toward home.

What's the route you took to get there, and
how long did it take you?

We packed up early and left Buffalo Bay at
9 am, drove through George to join the N9

74| March 2019 go! Drive & Camp

towards Graaff Reinet, where we stopped
for a cool drink at a friends’ place. We got
to River Destiny Lodge at 6 pm.

Where did you hear about this place?

I visited here a few years ago during

a weekend celebrating the 10-year
anniversary of our motorcycle forum,
Wild Dog Adventure Riders, and always
kept it in the back of my mind for a family
vacation stopover.

What does it look like there?

It’s indescribably beautiful, with lush
lawns, massive weeping willow trees and
it’s right on the banks of the Orange River.
It’s really the kind of place that makes you
want to return here again and again. The
stands are generously sized and all have
electrical outlets.

What about the ablution facilities?
Very neat, and always kept clean. There’s



which is 10 km or so from River Destiny’s
gate. There is a shop on site which stocks
the bare necessities, but you'll be able

to stock up at a supermarket in Gariep.
There is also a restaurant with a bar on
the premises, which is very inviting after
a long day on the road.

What does it cost to camp there?
For a camping stand, it’s R200 per night,

plus an additional R20 per person. ,,

also a scullery where you can wash your
dirty dishes.

Jaco and Lizl wins a Camp Cover
WIN P

Bundu Bag worth R500.

What activities are there to do? Check out the superb range of protective

If you're a keen angler, then you’ll be able e e sl EAMP "'-:

website:

, %
to fish .to your. heart’s conten.t. Y.'ou can also Bcampcover.coza. cu VER
canoe in the river or take a dip in the large

swimming pool. Bring your binoculars if
you're a birdwatching enthusiast, and your
hiking boots to take on a trail.

CONTACT @051 753 0203

What about food and fuel? Is there a shop “info@riverdestiny.co.za
in the campsite or nearby? GPS S30.627016 E25.415026 ©

The nearest fuel pumps are in Gariep,
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Recipe and styling Jana van Sittert Photo Jac Kritzinger

REEL & WHEEL [

FISHINGRESORT

A pond to ponder upon

Cast a line at the Boegoeberg Dam and hook one of the Green Kalahari’s big ones.

Vanwyksvlei -;J s

TEA-SMOKED FISH
Smokin’ hot

You can smoke almost any fish this way in
your skottel braai, but snoek works very
well. You can also replace the tea with
sawdust from a supermarket.

You need

(enough for 4-6)

® 1 large fish of about 1 kg, cleaned
(we used trout)

Salt and ground black pepper

3 tablespoons butter

1 red onion, thinly sliced

a handful parsley chopped (or use
2 teaspoons dry parsley)

2 tablespoons honeybush

or rooibos tea

1 teaspoon honey
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BOEGOEBERG DAM HOLIDAY RESORT

Plenty of fish in this dam

The Boegoeberg Dam lies 158 km
southeast of Upington in the Northern
Cape and, along the canal, 35 km from
Groblershoop. This area with its arid
landscape is known for its mutton chops,
various cattle breeds, red sand dunes,
raisins and wine.

The dam was built between 1929
and 1933 in the Orange River and is the
beginning of a long canal that extends
121 km to Upington. Driving the gravel
road to the dam, you’re surrounded by

® 1-2 cups water
® 1 lemon, sliced

Here’s how

1 Season the cavity of the fish with salt
and pepper. Then spread the butter and
pack the onion and parsley in layers in the
stomach cavity.

2 Line a skottel pan with foil. Sprinkle the
tea on the foil layer and drizzle with the
honey. Place a metal cooling rack or grill
over the tea in the centre of the dish. Put
the fish on top and close the whole skottel
tightly with foil.

3 Heat the skottel over low heat and
smoke the fish for 10 minutes. Turn off the
heat and leave for 3-4 minutes to continue

green vineyards before it suddenly turns
into a rocky landscape with aloes and
buchu against the ridges. And then, just
around a bend, the Boegoeberg Dam
appears like an oasis in the desert.

The hills around the Boegoeberg
holiday resort get their name from the
eponymous shrub, buchu, which is
abundant here. The 11 hectare resort lies
next to the dam and you can camp right
on the shore. Big shade trees and green
lawns take the
worst bite out
of the fierce e FISH DISH

smoking.
Remove
the top
layer of foil
and set it aside.
Lift the fish off the
dish and remove the

bottom layer of foil. Now return the fish

to the grid and pour the water into the
bottom of the clean skottel.

4 Replace the foil cover and heat the dish
on high heat so that the fish cooks further.
It takes about 10 minutes until the meat is
white and firm. Serve with lemon slices.

go! Drive & Camp says Add more water
if needed while steaming the fish.



9 Briefly | Boegoeberg
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Fish Carp, barber, yellowfish and mudfish.
Campsite 20 stands with electricity close
to the riverbank as well as a handful of
stands away from the water next to the
pool. There are also three private stands
(no power) and another campsite one
kilometre long on the banks (no power).
Ablution facilities 1 building near

the gate, as well as toilets at the dam’s
weir. A new open-air shower is under
construction.

Price R120 p.p.p.n. for a stand with power
(R110 without it).

Arrival and departure times 2 pm

and 10 am.

Contact 3083 257 4730

“Z boegoebergdam@gmail.com

“Z boegoebergdam.co.za

What does the road look like? The last
15 km is a gravel road on which you have
to drive slowly if the grader hasn't been
for a while.

GPS 529.046982 E22.201277

@

go! Drive & Camp says There are

a number of annual fishing competitions
hosted here. The Boegoeberg Bonanza
takes place over Easter.

WWW.Weg.(0.2a

Northern Cape sun and you’ll even see
some springbok grazing next to the water.

The ablution blocks are close to the
gate where you enter, and the riverbank is
330 m further on. The pool is 150 m from
the gate and there are a handful of stands
in the open (with power) if you don’t want
to camp near the water. The 20 stands on
the shore are next to each other and have
power points and shade.

If you’re looking for a quieter camping
spot along the water, you can choose
one of three other sites - they’re further
down the shore and fairly isolated. There
are no power points here, but there is
water and a flush toilet. The names of
these sites are Swartstomp, Koegelenberg
and Nuwegat. You need a 4x4 vehicle to
get to Koegelenberg to master the sand
road. Langgras is a little further down the
shore. It is a 30 m wide grass strip that’s
about one kilometre in length next to the
water’s edge.

Here is where you’ll find Boegoeberg’s
most sought-after stands for anglers, but
you don’t have electricity, though there
are flush toilets and taps.

-_—

,0 FISHING TACKLE

Cooling chair
You see the humble cooler box
everywhere in the camping and 4x4
world, especially among anglers.

A day next to the fishing waters

can be long and, of course, you've
got to keep your chicken and mayo
sandwich and drinks cool while
staring at the rods. One of the big
negatives points of a cooler box is
usually its size, as it often takes up a
lot of space in your vehicle.

Adrenalin Importers has launched
a pop-up cooler box. It folds small
enough to fit under your car’s seat,
but when up, the 15 £ box is 30 cm
high. It has a loose but sturdy bottom,
and the round loose lid (along with
the sides) is so strong you can use it
as a chair. That’s if you don’t weigh
more than 85kg.

After the day’s fishing, simply
rinse it out and wipe it dry before
packing it away. It’s only available
in olive green.

Price From R229 at most fishing
shops.

Contact Adrenalin Importers &
Distributors (2 021 982 1510
“Icatches@4adrenalin.co.za

‘1 adrenalinfishing.co.za ©
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journey to

> North

If you plan your route properly, yot'll bé'amazed athow'many’

destinations and attractions you car
Henri and Jeannie Venter of Halfmanshof

L ‘..

enri and Jeannie’s oldest son,
Hanri (11), learnt about the
history of Mapungubwe in
the first quarter of grade 6,
including the story of the famous golden
rhino found in a royal tomb in the 1930s.
So when the Venters decided in March
last year to visit three of Sanparks’
northern reserves with Hanri and his
brother, Johan (10), Mapungubwe was
also part of their travel plans.
They had to see this rhino statue for
themselves. Followed by a couple of days
in the Kruger, of course, says Jeannie.
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See you at the airport
We tour with our Toyota Hilux
‘ ‘ 2.8 GD-6 4x4 Raider and our Bush
Lapa Vlooi off-road trailer. Our
friends, Jacques and Christa Hill, from
the hamlet Botha on the shores of the
Breede River are to travel with us for the
first week along with their two baby girls.
They have the same vehicle and rent a
Bush Lapa Miskruier.
Because the March holidays are so
short, we want to take full advantage of

the time available and we decide the men
will hitch the trailers and drive ahead,

ort vacation, say

ust outside Porterville. =

-,

while the women and kids fly north three
days later.

On Saturday morning we land at
Lanseria where the two men pick us
up. At last! We can now set off on our
exciting adventure.

Mountain water in your bottle

The Marakele National Park in the heart
of the Waterberg is our first destination,
where we camp for two nights. When we
arrive, it’s clear that there’s been a lot

of recent rain and the veld is lush and
beautiful. We camp in the fenced Bontle
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camp and, at night, we hear bucks run
past our camp. The ablution facilities are
very neat and clean.

We do a self-drive through Marekele
and marvel at the scenery. You've got
majestic mountains, grasslands, trees
and streams where you can fill your
water bottle with fresh mountain water.
The view from the Lenong viewpoint is
one of the most beautiful sights I've ever
seen... it’s green, green and more green
- especially for someone from the dry
Western Cape.

CLEAN GREEN. The Venter
family travelled to the
north of the country and
visited three SANParks
nature reserves. Each
reserve had its own
charms and the Venters
had the time of their lives.

Monkey, nyala... and a golden rhino!
We leave for our next Sanparks
destination: the Mapungubwe National
Park and World Heritage Site. On the
way there we drive over the Tropic

of Capricorn.

We take the R572 past Lephalale, but
from Swartwater to about 30 km before
Alldays, the tar road is actually a dirt
road with pieces of tar here and there. It
is pothole
after >
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READER STORY

pothole, and in places it’s better (and
safer!) to rather drive next to the road. It
makes you feel despondent, but there’s
no turning back.

We camp two nights in the Mazhou
campsite on lovely spacious stands
under shade trees. But the monkeys in
those regions are troublesome and don’t
leave us alone. Luckily, the domesticated
nyalas and bushbucks compensate for
the monkeys’ mischief.

At Mapungubwe we visit the
museum to see the golden rhino. It is
an experience, even though it’s just
areplica. The real rhino statue is at
the University of Pretoria.

We drive on the park’s self-drive
routes, stroll along the Treetop Walk
among the treetops and enjoy the
beautiful view of the Limpopo River
with its crocodiles and beautiful bird
life. We also visit the spot where the
Limpopo and Shashe Rivers merge and
take photos from the vantage point
where South Africa, Botswana and
Zimbabwe meet.

To the Kruger!
From Mapungubwe we leave for the
Kruger National Park where we spend
a full 10 nights. Our plan is to drive the
park from the top at Pafuri to the bottom
at Malalane.

On our way to Punda Maria, we eat
lunch at the Pafuri picnic spot and
visit the confluence at Crooks Corner
where South Africa, Zimbabwe and
Mozambique meet.

We sleep in a chalet at Punta Maria
on the first night because we have some
catching up to do regarding dirty laundry
and we also just want to sleep between
crisp, white sheets for a change. At Punda
Maria’s laundromat, you pay a mere R8
to wash a bundle of clothes and R5 to use
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the tumble dryer. It’s a bargain.

From Punda Maria, we drive to
the Tsendze Bush Camp, and for the
second time we drive over the Tropic of
Capricorn. Tsendze is just south of the
Mopani camp and the highlight of the
holiday for us.

The camp has a friendly caretaker who
comes to greet us every night and makes
sure everything is in order. They clean
your braai every morning and look
after every camper.

The ablution facilities
are relatively new, and
although the camp
has no electricity,
the bathrooms are lit
and the showers are
equipped with hot water.
The stands are also laid
out so that you can barely
see your neighbour.

During our three days at
Tsendze, we drive every single road
around Mopani and Letaba, where we see
huge herds of elephants and buffalo. We
also see a herd of about 15 wild dogs on
the H14 road.

It’s always great to see the Big
Five, but for us, the wild dogs are
a personal milestone.
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A picnic and an unwanted visitor

Our next overnight stay is at Letaba,
where we book into a chalet again. We
visit the Elephant Museum and eat an ice
cream in the Tindlovu restaurant with its
beautiful view of the Letaba River.

Later in the afternoon we picnic at
Masorini near the Sable waterhole while
we watch game. You can rent a gas braai
here for R20 to prepare a nice lunch.

At Letaba we park in front of the
restaurant and walk around to explore
the camp and visit the shop. When
we return, bystanders warn us not
to get into the bakkie: they’d spotted
a Mozambican spitting cobra get into our
bakkie’s chassis. The kitchen staff and
holidaymakers flock together to watch
what we would do.

Fortunately, one of the rangers is
a trained snake handler, and when

the snake comes out from under the
bakkie, he is there to catch it. It’s not
a Mozambican spitting cobra, but an
Egyptian cobra. The ranger takes the
snake and says he is going to release
it somewhere in the veld... far from
Letaba’s parking lot.

From here we travel to Satara where
we will camp for two nights. The stands
aren’t demarcated or numbered and you
can camp where you want. The ablution
facilities aren’t new anymore, but clean
and tidy.

Satara is known for its lions, and it
instantly lives up to its reputation: not
even 800 m from the camp gate, just off
the tar road, two lions lie sleeping next to
a zebra carcass. The cars gather around
this scene and before long, there’s
a traffic jam that makes Johannesburg’s
peak traffic look tame by comparison. >

Venters and their friends

drove from the top all the |'
way down through the

Kruger National Park. Both
parties towed Bush Lapa

trailers behind Toyota

Hilux bakkies. One of the |
highlights of the Kruger |
was a 15-strong pack of |
wild dogs near Tzendze.

WELCOME TO JUNGLE. The }
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READER STORY

A true experience

After our two nights at Satara we leave
for Skukuza, but we first drive to the
southernmost baobab tree in the park

to take a photo. We decide to drive via
Lower Sabie because we haven’t seen

a single rhino yet. A guy at Satara told
us the rhinos are more prevalent in the
south, at camps such as Lower Sabie and
Berg-en-Dal. We can’t be in the Kruger
for 10 days and not see every member of
the Big Five.

With some luck, and thanks to Henri’s
razor-sharp eyes, we see two of them. We
stay there almost an hour and see how
they get closer and finally cross the tar
road. It’s an experience money can’t buy.

You're very aware of rhino poaching
when in the park. They no longer indicate
on the notice boards where people have
spotted rhinos and at the park gates they
search your car, while the anti-poaching
bakkies are a common sight. As a result,
you are grateful for every rhino you see.

Pilgrim’s Rest and Graskop
On our second day at Skukuza we decide
to leave the park through the Paul Kruger
gate and head for Pilgrim’s Rest and
Graskop. After eight days of never driving
faster than 50 km/h, 120 km/h feels
really fast.

We drive to Pilgrim’s Rest and walk

Kruger doesn’t dissappoint. In one game
drive the Venters saw all the members of

k
PREDATORS. When it comes to game, the
the famous Big 5.

through the village. It’s sad to see how
many of the buildings are closed. We

talk to the lady at the coffee shop, and
she says the buildings belong to the

state and that they put out tenders

for maintenance. But the place is
deteriorating and there are fewer tenants.

It’s a great pity.

We take family photos at the Kuzullos
Emporium. It is a wonderful experience
we’ll never forget.

We also visit the new Graskop Gorge
lift that opened in December 2017. It’s
the only one of its kind in the Southern >
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GT A‘\'ﬂ"ll R

OFF-ROAD ’l‘l{Al LE ll

-THE ONLY HARD FLOOR
CAMPER IN SA

UNIQUE FEATURES OF
A GT CAMPER TRAILER:

- Spacious tent room - Sets up in 2 minutes

- Low profile trailer therefore very little wind re- - Hard floor tent
sistance and excellent towing performance - No ladders to your queen-sized bed
- Independent suspension on the GT Camper - Large roof rack for your extra camping gear
ideal for all your extreme 4x4 trips - Fully 4x4-functional

- Many extras to choose from

WWW.GTOFFROADTRAILERS.C0O.ZA
061 461 8543 /012 770 3633



READER STORY

HOW HIGH. The Graskop
Ravine should be on
everyone’s bucket list.
The lift down the cliff
face is the only one of

its kind in the Southern
Hemisphere. It opened
in 2017 and is well worth
aride.

Hemisphere, with a lift down 51 m to
a cliff. Here you walk 600 m on elevated
paths in a rainforest to the Panorama
Gorge waterfall.

There are suspension bridges on
the way and you can walk it at your
own speed. It costs R175 p.p. (R120 for
children). There’s also a lovely restaurant
and an art market. After lunch we decide
to visit God’s Window. The clouds are
threatening, but fortunately it doesn’t
rain and we get beautiful photos and

the most beautiful views from there.

After Skukuza, we head through
Pretoriuskop to Berg-en-Dal where we
spend the last night. We drive the Old
Wapad, or the “Jock of the Bushveld” road
as it is known. Henri loves history and
we stop to read every plaque.

We book a sundowner game drive at
Berg-en-Dal to end our holiday. It costs
R306 p.p. (R153 for children). We see
many animals and even the leopard,
which is usually very shy, was easy to
spot. We are very happy to see four of the
Big Five on our game drive in the space of
15 minutes.

The long way home

After 10 days in the Kruger we leave the
park at the Malalane gate and tackle
the 1 786 km home. As my one friend
always says: “The Kruger has a magical
effect on a person. For a few days after
a visit to the park you are on your own
planet.” I think it’s partly because of all
the expectation; in the Kruger you could
come across a big cat, rhino or elephant
at any moment. You just have to be in the
right place at the right time.

I read once there are three types of
campers: those currently camping in the
Kruger National Park, those who are on
their way, and those who are on their
way back there again. I think I'm now in

the third group, hoping to return
back up north soon. 4] ,,

Jeannie wins a Camp Cover Bundu-bag

worth R500. This multifuctional bag is
designed to be used as an emergency
medical supplies bag or simply a suitcase.
Go check Camp Cover’s full range of
protective covers on their website.

v Campcover.co.za
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Integrated thermal
imaging camera

Powerful 4,000 mAh battery

L e Waterproof up to 1.2m
azer assiste

distance measure IP68 and MIL-SPEC 810G
Indoor air quality Dust & drop proof to 1.8m
monitor

Vibration, sand, salt fog
and pressure resistant

Super bright 47" HD
display

CAT® S31

Fully waterproof

Rugged: IP68, IP69 and
MIL-SPEC 810G

CAT® S61

(©2018 Caterpillar. CAT, CATERPILLAR, their respective logos, ~“Caterpillar Yellow,™ the “Power Edge”™ trade dress as well as
corporate and product identity used herein, are trademarks of Caterpillar and may not be used without permission,
www.cal.com / www.caterpillar.com

Bullitt Mobile Ltd a icensee of Caterpillar Inc

All other trademarks, trade names, product names and logos are the property of their respective owners. Any rights not
expressly granted herein are reserved.

ATOOL FOR
ALL TRADES

Available on contract
packages from leading
cellular networks

catphones.co.za

#BeUnstoppable

www.partnermedia.co.za

PARTNERMEZDIA



TOW TEST

After 20 years, Isuzu is back in the SUV market. We take their

mu-X on a tow test to see how it performs.

ISUZU MU-X 3.0 4X4

TN I

NS

he mu-Xis Isuzu’s only

sports utility vehicle on

our roads and follows in

the footsteps of the old
Frontier. This model was known
in Japan as the Isuzu MU, or
Mysterious Utility.

86 March 2019 go! Drive & Camp

Text and photos Leon Botha
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Today, you get to choose
between two models. Both
have a 3 £ diesel engine and
automatic gearbox. It’s just the
drive train that sets them apart
— a 4x4, like our test vehicle, and
a 4x2, which costs R62 000 less.

What big eyes you have...
Yes, the mu-X is a big car - it
feels as if it belongs in the
company of a Toyota Prado.

Inside, the mu-X is surprisingly
spacious, especially in the rear.
It's even got two extra seats

in the loading space. The spare
wheel is a full-size alloy wheel
and, as with bakkies, is stowed
underneath the car against the
undercarriage.

Below the cargo bay floor
is a shallow box with a lid and
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FRACTION. The tow bar is optional
and its cost equates to less than 1%
of the mu-X's value. Considering
the Isuzu’s pulling power, it makes
perfect sense to have one fitted.

three compartments. The box
runs the width of the cargo bay,
is 11 cm deep and is a useful
storage space for a first aid kit or
valuable items you want to keep
out of sight.

From the get-go, place one
of those blue Fredlin plugs
for a caravan in there now...
it's something that’s easily

WWW.Weg.(0.2a

forgotten. (We know this from
experience. - Ed)

A modest giant

The towbar could hardly be

any more robust. Most of it

is nicely hidden behind the
bumper - it curves around

the spare wheel and the ball
section fits neatly to the bottom

of the bumper (this means

it also doesn’t interfere too
much with the mu-X’s departure
angle if you're about to tackle

a steepincline on a 4x4
obstacle course).

Also, you can use a drop
plate if you want to adjust the
ball height.

The towbar is built by Brink
Towing Systems and is certified
for a 2 965 kg towing weight.
That’s in line with what Isuzu
permits — on the towbar there’s
a warning sign that your
caravan’s GVM may not exceed
2 965kg.

Usually, the D-value - a
number referring to a specific
cargo test — appears on Brink’s
towbars, but Brett Zietsman of
Brink Towing Systems says Isuzu
asked them to rather show the
GVM value.

The nose weight may not
exceed 100 kg. >
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TOW TEST

Step inside

Although it's roomy, the mu-X’s
interior looks a tad ordinary. The
panels look plasticky, but there
is leather upholstery covering
the top panel box.

The rear-view digital display
looks lost in the enormous
centre console and the image is
barely 14 cm accross and only
7,5 cm tall.

The screen’s index lines are
not animated and won't curve
as you turn the steering wheel
while reversing.

You can see the ball of the
towbar on the screen - right
in the middle of the image.

ROUND. The air-con
dial is surrounded by
buttons for extra air-
flow options.

88| March 2019

The computer cannot register
a caravan that’s on the towbar
and the park sensors shriek
when reversing with a caravan
it tow. We couldn’t find a way
to deactivate this system.

In front of the gear lever, in
the panel below the air-con
button, are three USB ports.

Each of the ports has a rubber
cover that you need to hook
with a fingernail to open, but
it’s difficult to get your finger in
there as the panel of the air-con
runs right up against the ports.

There’s an additional USB port
by the middle row seats with
a similar cover, but it's more
easily accessed.

The passengers in the middle
row are not at the mercy of
the driver when it comes to
adjusting the air-con.

They have access to a knob
in the ceiling that allow the
passengers to adjust the air-con
(there’s a vent near it).

Above the fold-up seats in
the luggage space are two more
vents, but no control.




FANCY PANTS. The seats are
upholstered in leather, and yet
they appear modest. The under-
floor stowage bin is a welcome
addition.

WWW.Weg.(0.2a

There aren’t many vehicles
Pieter Crous hasnt
used to tow something.
Here are his impressions of
the mu-X.

Pieter says

The instrument panel in
front of you looks a little
squeezed and flattened,
but all the information is clearly
legible, and the computer’s
readings are very simple - it’s
just a distance meter and a
feature that shows your fuel
consumption. The round meter

above it is multi-purpose: here
you see several readings at

a glance. This includes items
like time, outside temperature,
engine temperature, fuel level
and gear mode. When you
switch the gearbox to manual
mode, it also shows you which
gear you're in.

Furthermore, the interior is
basic but neat. | like the round
adjustable knob of the air-con
with all the settings around it.
This include the speed of the
fan and the control the specific
air vents.

The seats are comfortable
but pretty hard and | suspect
you'll feel it on long journeys.

The suspension is excellent,
especially for towing, and it
feels as if you're floating across
the road - you're not even
aware of the caravan.

The engine is noisy, and you
can hear it clearly if you sit

inside. It's far too loud - Isuzu
can do better to isolate the
cabin to limit the noise. At a
100 km/h the wind noise inside
the cabin is really bothersome.
| like the Rev-Tronic gearbox,
because it works against the
compression of the engine.
So, if you reduce speed - or
tow downhill - it will shift to
a lower gear as you would with
a manual towing vehicle. This
also means that you don't have
to rely the brakes when driving
down a mountain pass.

In addition, the car stays in
a gear longer and doesn’t run
as quickly as possible through
the gears to get into sixth.

The gearbox hunts around
for gears when you remain at
tow speed. However, when
you need to accelerate, the
gearbox responds immediately

and instantly selects the
correct gear. > ,,
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TOW TEST

Before reaching for your wallet

What does the book say?
Fuel Diesel

Engine 2,999 ¢

Cylinders 4

Power 130 kW @ 3,600 rpm
Torque 380 Nm @ 1

800-2 800 rpm

Transmission 6-speed
automatic

Drive train Rear wheels or

all four wheels (with low-

range gears) without diff lock,
but caravan sway control is
standard.

Tare 2 085 kg

GVM 2 750 kg

GCM 5 750 kg

Wading depth 600 mm
Towing ability for trailer with
overrun brakes Up to 3 000 kg
Dimensions 4 825 mm (l);
1860 mm (w); 1 860 mm (h)
Axle distance 2 845 mm
Track width 1 570 mm (front
and rear)

Ground clearance 230 mm
Fuel tank 65 £

Price (new) R638 600

Price (second hand) We saw a
2018 model with 14 735 km on
% autotrader.co.za for R465 750.

Fast facts
The hitch Not standard
and costs R4 432 extra
(excluding labour).
«@' Suspension Independent
coil suspension in front
and multi-link rear coil
suspension at the back.
This explains why the tail

hitching the caravan.
ey Weight? 2 280 kg with
iL a full tank of fuel and the
driver in the car (without the
nose weight of the caravan on
the tow bar).
= Interior On the back seat,
sl 5 six-foot person will have
the width of a hand in front of
the knees and four fingers
above the crown.
) Speed The speedometer
= shows 5 km/h faster than
the GPS’s 95 km/h.
IE"J Fuel consumption
12,7 £/100 km (7,9 km/2)
according to our calculations -
the computer says 13,5 £/100
km (7,4 km/2). So, you can tow
500 km before you need
a petrol station.
Finishes Interior finish
predominantly black with
shiny black and dull silver parts.
+ Extras Apart from the
tow bar, these include
a stainless steel nudge bar
R5 387, stainless steel side steps
R6 163 and a tyre-pressure
monitor system R2 850. All
prices exclude installation. See
“%isuzuaccessories.co.za for the
full list.

Other models?
Just the 4x2 R576 600

go! Drive & Camp says
Isuzu recommends a 90 km/h ‘T
towing speed, and you should
also not tow with cruise

The test
',,, Distance 119 km

stretch of sand road).

dropped a good 4 cm when control on. - Top speed 112 km/h Drive time 2 hours and
(GPS) 2 minutes. P e ‘“ .
Average speed Weather 18 ° C, partly ResSLEEN TR VISR
58,6 km/h (highways, cloudy and a strong I o 3 =t
back roads, built-up southerly wind of 1 : J ' l
32m = TOW PROFILE Ou Kaapseweg O | areasand ashort 26 km/h. C‘-H\ h T : -
Elevation . >
225m = m Wik 1 .= _F-“ g = \ . & =
Ou K;apseweg
150m =
Soetwater
L
75m
@) I| g .
0m = Cape Town O Distance
0 10'km 201km 30'km 40'km SOIkm 60|km 701km 80
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From the competition

e e = 14 (diesel, automatic and 4x4)
L
kr '8
| = = %
P v, S
] ¥ — e : = T’
g 2 e e e
= 2 .;h R A i Er 1
R696 900 Ford Everest XLT 3.2 470 Nm
What we towed
Make Jurgens Safari go! Drive & Camp loaned the
Model Xplorer Xcell Jurgens Xcell from Tygerberg — — — — -
Year model 2013 Caravans. Call Wesley
GVM 1650kg Dempster at 021 982 4670
Loaded weight on the axle if you want to see the Xcell
2 at time of testing 980 kg up close. Visit their website
(hooked to the mu-X). “Atygerbergcaravans.co.za @
e :‘i s .‘I“'—'
T P -'.--;:— = :"::?Ei:‘ E _.?_‘5-1.‘ -:-h_{-“;r:-..: L e = -
o R678 200 Toyota Fortuner 2.8 GD-6 450 Nm
7 ' it | ,
' — - i el i I-E'—TL-‘_-
¥ ¥ -

(Cape Town International Airport

Brackenfell

T T
km 90km 100 km
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I
110 km

75m

0m

1
120 km

150m

430 Nm

R519995  Mitsubishi Pajero Sport 2.4 D4 Mivec
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CARAVAN TEST

Stealth puts Iits
best foot forward

The KwaZulu-Natal caravan manufacturer Stealth has launched its first model.

The Evolution XR6 boasts a fresh approach

Text and photos Leon Botha

EALTH

CARAVANS

COMFORT THAT FOLLOWS YOU

and an innovation or two.

hen talking about older caravan models,
there are three shortcomings. Firstly,
they're too tall to fit into a standard garage;
secondly, there's always the possibility of
wood rot; and lastly, the indoor kitchen doesn’t appeal
to everyone.

This is where Stealth approaches things differently
with its Evolution XR6 road caravan because it fits in your
garage, has no wood in the panels and its exterior kitchen
has more than one unique feature. The caravan’s panels
have a high-density polystyrene core with fibreglass outer
skins, and the galvanised duplex steel chassis is three
times stronger than an ordinary steel chassis.

We hitch the Evolution and go camping for a weekend
to try one out of the newest caravans on our roads.




Food prep

The door and outside kitchen

are on the left side of the

caravan, with the door to

the right of the wheel. An

outside cupboard, the door of

which becomes a worktop, is

diagonally left above the wheel.
Two poles support the door

as worktop (51 x 61 cm) when

fits left between
the worktop and
the hull, and
the otheris an
extendable leg
that stands on
the ground.
A rubber strip
that’s part of the
door seal, runs around
the worktop and forms a
lip around it — crumbs will hide
here when wiping down the
surface. A smooth edge would

you swing it down - one

be more practical, but then
the seal becomes obsolete.
However, the worktop is at

a comfortable hip height when
you fold it down.

In the cupboard are three
shelves with a 220V double
socket to the left of the middle
shelf - a good spot for a kettle
or toaster’s plug.

Below the worktop is a rain-
resistant 220 V socket. On the
two upper shelves is place for
a lunch box or three plus spice
bottles, and the crockery sit on
the bottom shelf.

Here, the plates, cups, glasses
and pudding trays fit into a cut-
out sponge mould, so they don't
rattle around while driving. It’s
a bit cramped and the upright
plates can be tricky to get out.

Above the shelf against the
hullis an LED.

Strut its stuff
The Evolution has a corner steady
at every corner, but the front and
rear sets differ: at the back you
have scissor types, while at the
front are the swing types you see
more often on off-road trailers.
These front steadies set up easier
and quicker than the scissor type
but have their limitations when
standing on a slope. The steadies
have a fixed length and work

well when the caravan is on level
ground. But when the ground
slants up under the front steadies

closer to the hull, the steadies can’t

swing down to be at a right angle
before cranking down its foot. >
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CARAVAN TEST

Get those pots simmering
A sliding drawer containing

a two-plate gas stove and

a loose plastic wash basin for
the washing dishes pulls out
from the left cupboard near
the nose. It slides out a good
116 cm from the hull, and the
worktop surface is lower than
that of the other one above the
wheel. This one sits just over 80
c¢m above the ground, which

is nice for a pot on the stove.
The sink is at the far end from
the caravan and is sunk into

the worktop. Next to the sink

is a nozzle that’s attached to a
flexible water pipe, but because
the sink is submerged, you need
to lean over slightly when doing
the dishes.

With the drawer pulled out,
the stove sits crosswise in the
worktop. Between the stove

and the sink at

the other end there’sa 44 cm
open piece, which gives enough
workspace next to the stove.
Stealth gets a thumbs up for
the wind shield that protects
the gas stove from the wind.

A screen as wide as the stove
folds up against the caravan and
stops fat splashes from landing
on the caravan. Another screen
then folds up from the opposite
corner and hooks into the other
screen. It forms a 36 cm high
L-shaped cover that keeps away
the wind. We had the Cape
Doctor pumping at almost

40 km/h and the stove’s flame
never went out.

Just like the other appliances
(including the microwave and
fridge), the stove is a Defy.

It's not connected to the gas
cylinder; you have to remove
the loose cylinder from the nose
cone and bring it closer. The

The quieter side

In the right-hand side of the hull
there is only one cupboard that is
an extension of the kitchen storage
space. The rail for this drawer sits
nearly a meter deep, away from the
door, and the space is great for extra
storage — items including your tent
pegs, a small fan and your handheld
drill, for example.

The Evolution’s power plug also
sits on the side, close to the wheel.
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stove works with a gas regulator
that provides a modest flame
(unlike a high-pressure stove
without a regulator).

A cutlery tray pulls out
between the stove and the sink,
with a loose stainless-steel top
(74 cm long and optional at
R1 323) that hooks next to the
washing up basin as an extra
worktop. Unfortunately, the
hooks are two flimsy hinges.

At the front
The Stealth’s nose cone is
nice and practical. The lid lifts
so it is completely out of the
way, and the opening (151
X 50 cm) is about the size of
the space itself, which means
you can effortlessly load and
unload camping equipment.
The 25 £ water bottle
stands to the left in the nose-
cone and the 5 kg gas cylinder
to the right. There is still room
for your camping chairs and
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groundsheet. The spare wheel
is not in the middle of the
cupboard as usual, but on a rack
at the back under the hull.
When the nose-cone door
is open, it rests on a thin metal
strut. Gas struts —oreven a
second strut on the left - would
work better. In front of the nose
cone (and over the A-frame)
is a fibreglass cover with two
flattened
surfaces
on
the

sides. It acts as a stepping
platform for when you want to
reach for something by the roof.
On either side of the nose
cone, at the bottom corners of
the hull, are white lights that
work with your vehicle’s lights.
When you look in the side
mirrors, you see both just past
your car’s body. They come in
handy if you want to reverse
in a straight line backwards in
the dark, because should the
caravan twist, you wouldn't be
able to see both lights.

Let’s go inside
The door has a sunken stair
that’s 30 cm high, which means
you don't need a loose step.
Standing outside the door, the
top of the door frame is 1,82 m
from the ground - high enough
and out of the way.
Inside the caravan, directly
to the left of the door,
is a grocery cupboard
with three shelves that
you can reach from
outside the caravan too.
The switches for the
internal and external
lights and the water-
pump are just below the
cupboard (above the fire
extinguisher). The interior
lights are two flat LED
strips against the pop-
up roof that illuminates
the interior.
The pop-up roof lifts
46 cm which raises it to
1,91 m above the floor. For
this size caravan, the interior
space is amazing. As you get
in, the fridge is in front of you,
against the panel. To the right

is a dining nook and to the
left you'll find the island bed
with its head on the side of
the A-frame. The open area in
front of the door is a good 1,1
x 1,35 m and two people can
comfortably stand here.

When you get in and look
back at the door, there is
a cabinet to the right of the
door with four cupboards. The
cupboard on the top left opens
to the same space as the one
you open from the door. The
cabinet directly underneath
it doesn't have shelves, but
houses the circuit breakers
(and the wheel arch takes up
space). The top right cabinet
also has three shelves, of which
the bottom two are the open
shelves of the outside kitchen.
This cupboard, as well as the
one below it, has two sliding
doors each. The plates and the
rest of the crockery, which you
can also get to from outside,
are on the bottom shelf (this is
also the top shelf of the bottom
cabinet). >
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CARAVAN TEST

An almost indoor kitchen
The 158 £ fridge has two plastic The vanity basin (R2 748) is

clasps with nylon belts that optional and fits left of the
together secure the doors while microwave on a lower surface.
towing. The microwave oven is There’s also a 220V socket for
chest height to the left of the two- and three-point plugs as
fridge with a large cupboard for well as two USB ports. A mirror
pots and pans under it. on the wall would be nice.

Sweet dreams...

The island bed is a queen size (1,4 x
1,94 m) but tapers towards the foot-
end, where it is only 58 cm wide. You
have to turn sideways to get past the
corners of the mattress.

Along and above the bed are no
less than 15 cupboards or drawers
for your clothes, and something you
don't see often are two drawers that
pull out on both sides from under the
bed. Furthermore, each person gets
their own bedside table.

Above the bed’s head are three
cupboards across the entire width of
the caravan. Your pillows are directly
underneath it (about 60 cm) — so take
care when sitting up that you don't
smack your head. In the left-hand
cabinet is a power socket (the same as
at the sink). On each side is a reading
lamp with a flexible arm.

The Evolution has four windows
with aluminium frames and 4 mm
safety glass, and all can open. All the
windows have aluminium blinds.
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Grub's up!

The dining area is at the back,
to the right of the door as

you enter. On each of the

back corners is a bench with a
collapsible table in between. It's
spacious for two people, but the
top of your head is close to the
roof. Underneath each of the
two benches is storage space

- ideal for winter bedding or
items such as long-life milk and
canned food.

The table top can be folded
down if you need a bed for a
third person. This bed extends
over the entire width (229 cm)
of the caravan and is at its
narrowest 65 cm.

il
i,

.
2,1m :ih ._I'J.
s

The technical stuff

Length 5,276 m

Width 2,4 m

Height 2,1 m

Ceiling heightinside 1,91 m
Tare weight 1 050 kg
Payload 450 kg

GVM 1 500 kg (1,6 t-axies)
Price R285 000

Plus

® There’s no wood in the panels,
and the fibreglass finish means
minimal maintenance.

® The screen around the stove
works well.

® The caravan has ample open
space for two people.

eWith all the cupboards above
and along the island bed, plus
the drawers under the bed,

5,276 m ‘-‘-“)

there is more than enough
storage space.

®The nose cone’s door is big and
you can easily reach into the
entire space.

Minus

#The worktop has an edge that
could collect dirt and crumbs.
sThe front corner steadies work
well, provided you're on a level
stand.
®The crockery drawer is slightly
cramped.
eThe vanity sink could do with
a mirror.

ol
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®The electrical equipment won't
operate without external 220V
power supply. A 12V
conversion, however, is
available at R11 686.

go! Drive & Camp loaned the
Stealth Evolution XR6 from
Tygerberg Caravans in Cape
Town. Call Wesley Dempster at
2021 982 4670 if you want to
see it up close.

go! Drive & Camp says The
Evolution comes with 14" tyres
(185/R14) with steel rims.

A spare wheel is included. ©

Dealer network

Head office in Durban
and 4 dealers nationwide
(Loftus Caravan City in
Randburg, Kempton
Caravans in Johannesburg,
Natal Caravans & Marine

in Pinetown, Tygerberg
Caravans in Cape Town.
Contact 7031 713 8900
“stealthcaravans.co.za

www.weg.co.za
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© BEEF ON THE BONE POTJIE
Slowly does it

Beef on the bone makes for a very flavourful
potjie. But you must simmer the meat
slowly and for a long time so the bones can
release all their flavours and the tendons in
the meat soften and melt.

Ingredients
(enough for 6)

® 1,5 kg stewing beef
® 1 tablespoon oil

® 2 onions, finely chopped

® ) tins (410 g each) chopped tomato
® 2 carrots, finely grated

® 5 cup brown vinegar

® 5 teaspoon fine nutmeg

® 1 teaspoon smoked paprika

® 2 bay leaves

2 tablespoons Worcester sauce

® 4 tablespoons strong chutney

® salt and black pepper to taste

Here's how

1 Heat some oil in a pot and braai a few
pieces of meat at a time until beautifully
golden brown. (Don't try to braai the meat
all at once, as it will steam, draw water and
won't brown.) Remove the meat and set
aside. Keep about 2 tablespoons of fat in
the pot and dispose of the rest.

2 Add the rest of the ingredients to the
fat in the pot. Heat to boiling, cover

and simmer over moderate coals for

30 minutes.

3 Return the meat to the pot, put the lid
back on and simmer for 2-3 hours or until
the pot is fragrant and the meat comes
off the bone. Check it after 2 hours: if

the meat is almost right but the sauce is
too thin, remove the lid and simmer for
another 30 minutes. If the meat is not
quite ready yet, but the sauce is getting
low, add 2 cup of water and simmer with
the lid for another 30 minutes or until soft
and fragrant.

go! Drive & Camp says One or two
chopped red chillies (without seeds)
elevate this potjie from yummy

to extraordinary.

WWW.Weg.(0.2a

© CHICKEN THIGH POTJIE
Lip smackin’ good!

A winning combination of apricot, port and
deliciously tender chicken thighs...

Ingredients

(enough for 6)

® 1,5 kg of chicken portions on the bone
® 2 tablespoons olive oil

® 1 onion, finely chopped

® 1 can (410 g) apricots

® 5 cup sweet wine or port

® 2 tablespoons apple cider vinegar
® 2 tablespoons apricot jam

® juice and zest of 1 lemon

® salt and black pepper to taste

Here's how

1 Heat some oil in a potjie and braai a few
chicken thighs at a time in the oil until the
skin is golden brown and crisp. Remove,
set aside and braai the next batch.

2 Place all chicken pieces back into

the potjie, add the onions and sauté
everything for about 5 minutes.

3 Stir in the rest of the ingredients, cover
and simmer slowly over moderate coals
for 90 minutes. Check after 60 minutes
and remove the lid if the sauce is too thin.

go! Drive & Camp says Thicken
the sauce with 1-2 tablespoons
of cornflour - dissolve them in

2 tablespoons water first. >
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© COLOURFUL CABBAGE SALAD
Cabbage with crunch and zing

The sweet and sour tropical flavours of this cabbage salad work well
with any chicken dish.

Ingredients

(enough for 4)

® 2 cups shredded red cabbage

® 1 carrot, coarsely grated

® /5 pineapple, cubed

® 1 red pepper, cubed

® 4 tablespoons coconut shavings (or dessicated coconut)
® 2 tablespoons wholegrain mustard
® 4 tablespoons olive oil

® Fresh lemon juice to taste

® salt and black pepper to taste

Here's how
1 Mix together all the ingredients, taste and season. Keep it in the
fridge until you need it.

go! Drive & Camp says You can also replace the coconut with
peanuts.

© SWEETCORN BAKE S A
Maize ablaze : - y

This recipe is as old as the hills, but here it gets yoghurt and sriracha
sauce to give it a bit of a kick while making it healthier.

Ingredients

(enough for 6)

® 2 tablespoons butter

® 1 onion, finely chopped

® 3 eggs

® 3 cups whole kernel corn (fresh or canned)
® % cup Greek yoghurt

® 1 tablespoon sriracha sauce
® 1 cup grated cheddar

® 3 pinch of salt

® black pepper to taste

Here’s how

1 Melt the butter in a 20 cm flat-bottomed potjie or cast-iron pan
with a lid and sauté the onions until soft and glossy.

2 Beat the eggs with the corn, yoghurt, sriracha sauce and half the
cheese in a mixing bowl. Season to taste with salt and pepper and add
it to the potjie. Sprinkle with the remaining cheese.

3 Cover and place the potjie over lukewarm coals — remember a few
coals on top of the lid. Bake for 30 minutes (or slightly longer) until set.

go! Drive & Camp says For breakfast, add three chopped
cooked pork sausages or 2 cup cooked bacon to the mixture

before baking.
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& CAMP SAUSAGE ROLLS
A showstopper

A pack of pork sausages and a plain white bread... the perfect snack to
enjoy as a starter before the main braai.

Ingredients

(enough for 4)

10 pork sausages

10 slices white bread

10 teaspoons chutney

10 teaspoons wholegrain mustard
3 eggs

salt and black pepper to taste
butter

4

Here's how

1 Braai the sausages over the coals until just cooked — you can also
cook them in a pan. Because you will braai it again later, don't let them
get too dry now.

2 Roll the slices of white bread once lightly with a wine bottle to make
them slightly flatter to make them easier to roll around the sausages.
3 Spread a thin line of chutney and mustard in the middle of each
slice. Put a sausage on the mustard and roll the bread around

the sausage.

4 Beat the eggs and season to taste with salt and pepper. Dip the
sausage rolls in the egg mixture.

5 Melt enough butter to cover the bottom of a pan and fry a few
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’ : \' ’ -, | sausage rolls at a time until golden brown. Serve immediately with
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‘. extra mustard and chutney.
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O BANANA PUFFS . go! Drive & Camp says For extra yumminess, wrap each sausage
Banana republlc! in a slice of cheese before placing it on the bread! )

These puffs taste amazing served with ice cream or store-bought caramel
sauce instead of cinnamon sugar. For breakfast, | serve them with
fried bacon!

Ingredients
(enough for 6)
® 3ripe bananas

® 1 tablespoon lemon juice

® 1 egg, beaten

® 4 tablespoons milk

® 1 cup flour

® 3 pinch of salt

® 1 tablespoon baking powder
® oil for braaiing

® cinnamon sugar f‘

Here’s how E
1 Mash the bananas and mix the pulp with the lemon juice, egg

and milk.

2 Mix together the flour, salt and baking powder. Stir the banana
mixture into the flour mixture until just mixed.

3 Heat 2 cm of oil in a cast-iron potjie and fry spoonfuls of batter
until golden brown and cooked.

4 Sprinkle the puffs with cinnamon sugar and eat while still hot.

go! Drive & Camp says Add "2 cup chocolate chips to the batter
for a yummy twist.
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If you're camping in extreme weather or will be using
your smartphone in an unforgiving environment,
then consider one of these rugged

phones for peace of mind.

Text Kyle Kock Photos James Garaghty

CAT S61
Tradesman’s tool

The Caterpillar brand has become
synonymous as the choice for tough
outdoorsmen such as lumberjacks.
Living up to that kind of image is
\ a tall order, so you can take it to the
\ - "».L bank that these are hardy devices.
. . The S61 is a traditional looking
' phone with the kind of antenna
stump that the cellphones of
20 years ago used to have, and it’s
also quite thick.
It’s tough, of course, but S61
has a trick up its sleeve: a forward-
looking infrared lens (FLIR) that acts
in conjunction with the rear camera
to sharpen up images taken in the
FLIR app. There are nine “filters” in
the FLIR app that give you options
such as night vision, white hot
imaging and blue cold spot (ideal for
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f you're a smartphone user, there’s a good

chance that you've dropped the thing

while doing something as simple as

crossing the road, or perhaps a toddler
decided to skate with it across the bathroom
tiles, or maybe it was engulfed by the soft
sand of a 4x4 trail while you were digging
your off-roader out of the powder. Heaven
forbid it slides out of your shirt pocket and
into the toilet bowl...

We've assembled four of the toughest
phones on the market right now. To make
your choice easier, they're all IP68 rated and
at the upper end of the market.

IP68 - what'’s it to you?

IP is short for Ingress Protection, and the first
number generally refers to how well your
device will be able to resist being exposed to
substances such as dust, sand and dirt. For
the entry to mid-level devices out there, this
number might be a five, which means that

it won't be able to completely keep dust or
sand out, but the device should still be able

to work to a satisfactory level with some dust
present. If the first number is a six, then it’s
pretty much safe in dusty conditions.

The second number is the really interesting
one because this represents how resistant
your device is to water. Most affordable
devices come with a rating of three or four,
which means it's good for when your phone
is exposed to cloud bursts or when that
boisterous kid at the resort’s pool manages
to soak you and your phone with a huge
cannonball splash.

A rating of five or six means that the device
will withstand continued projection of water
from specific size nozzles, 6,3 mm and
12,5 mm respectively.

A number seven for liquid resistance
means that the device can be submerged
for a set time (around 30 minutes) and down
to a depth of 1 metre — without the ingress
of water. When the number is eight, that
indicates that the device is submersible
beyond 1 metre. This doesn't mean that the
device is completely waterproof though,

because nothing ever is.
The current highest rating

1

is a nine, but that’s reserved

your device is packing a rating of 7 or 8, then
you can take it to the resort pool without
having to worry too much about whether it
falls in the drink. If it does, get it out quickly
and dry it as soon as possible, though.

The IP tests are done in controlled
(laboratory) environments with fresh water.
The chemicals present in a pool or the salt

We've assembled four of the
toughest phones on the market
right now. To make your choice

easier, they're all IP68 rated.

for equipment that’s pretty
much airtight.

The moral of the story is that
you don’t need to worry about
a minor spill on your device if it

content of the ocean may have an adverse
effect on the water resistance of your device,
especially when it gets exposed to them for
long periods of time.

has an IP rating of 3 and up. If

detecting leaks behind walls).

Another cool app called Measure
uses a laser beam to measure
distances up to eight metres. You
simply need to calibrate it first
using a known distance and then
aim the laser at, for example, your
Conqueror Commander.

It will not only show you the
distance between you and your
caravan, but after you've captured
the image through the app, you
can then check the dimensions of
everything in the image.

Then there’s an app called Air,
which uses a sensor to measure
the quality of the air around
you, and also inform you of the
temperature, humidity and how
long you can remain exposed
to that environment without

WWW.Weg.c0.za

suffering serious effect.

As if all of these features aren’t
impressive enough, you're can also
operate the touch screen wearing
gloves or with wet fingers.

go! Drive & Camp says
It's the Swiss Army Knife of
mobile phones.

from CAT Phones SA >

& Camp March 20191103




AGM A9 PRO
Bang for buck

If you're a fan of large screens and
seamless designs, but also want

a device that’s tough as nails, then

look no further than the AGM A9 Pro.
The Gorilla Glass covers almost the
entire face of the device, with only the
slightest bit of the aluminium case

and rubberised corners sticking out.
Given the physical size, they could have
added loads of onboard memory and
RAM capacity, but for the price, it’s still

a decent offering, with the Android 8.1
Oreo operating system installed and
impressive visuals offered by the almost
six-inch screen. The battery is also quite
impressive, allowing you to easily push
to way over a day on a single charge and
still be able to use a full suite of apps.
You might think that a screen of this size
is a handicap for a rugged phone, but
the AGM held up during our own drop
test — face down on ceramic tiles from a
height of 1 metre. (Kyle just doesn’t want
to admit he dropped the phone. - Ed)
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Screen size

Battery capacity

Rear camera

Front camera

Price R7 250 from Rugged SA

If your hands aren’t Bakkies Botha-
sized, then you don’t need to worry,
because this phone encourages you
to wrap your hand around the device,
slightly higher than you do with
a smaller mobile. The fingerprint sensor
is mounted quite high up, just under the
flash for the rear camera, and you would
need to use your index finder to unlock
the phone. Your hand position is then
actually perfect.

go! Drive & Camp says A very
agreeable price makes this hard
to ignore.

LAND ROVER EXPLORE
Outdoors come standard

It's a name that’s revered in off-roading
circles, but not so much when it comes to
mobile devices. Well, the Land Rover phone
was launched to much acclaim in 2018, as
the first from an automobile manufacturer.

This one has tough shoes to fill, and the
pressure’s especially high because this is the
company’s first real attempt. Obviously, it’s
not meant for everyone and if your idea of
being adventurous is adding pineapple and
banana to your pizza after your morning
yoga session then this is probably not
the phone for you. No, this is for the hairy
chested explorers who delight in the idea of
rafting down the most treacherous stretches
of white water.

The phone also comes with an Adventure
Pack. Simply put, it’s like a powerbank
that clips onto the back of the phone with




magnets. Not only does it nearly double the
phone’s battery life, courtesy of its additional
3620 mAh, but it also comes with a proper
GPS antenna - just like your Garmin or
TomTom unit does.

The Land Rover Dashboard also enables
you to customise your adventures according
to the type of activity that you find yourself
driving to on the weekend, including
kayaking, hiking, mountain biking and
all sorts of other thrills. Each tab in the
dashboard has recommended apps that you
can access on Google Play that will enhance
the experience of using your phone.

go! Drive & Camp says This one’s ideal
for the extreme sportsperson.

Length 152 mm
Width 76.5 mm
Thickness 12 mm
Weight 4059
Screen size 5"
Battery capacity.................. 4000 mAh
Rear camera 16 MP
Front camera 8 MP
Price............. R13 500 from Agent Zero

4“i

armes |
- .

=8 GET THE PRODUCTS HERE

CAT Phones SA " catphones.co.za

AGM X2 SE
Fashionably tough

This is without a doubt the prettiest
unit to look at out of this bunch. With
polished metal bordering the glass
screen and faux crocodile leather on the
back cover. Its dual rear camera system,
supplied by Sony, will also guarantee
the fanciest landscape photos.
Social-media conscious types will

also be grateful for the 16-megapixel
selfie camera.

Looks and images aside, the X2
SE is still a pretty tough device, with
black aluminium construction and
a Gorilla Glass 5 screen cover to take
the hardest of knocks. Without the use
of an aftermarket cover, the X2 SE has
enlarged rubberised corners that come
built in.

If you don’t want the hassle of
carrying two mobile devices around for
business and personal use, then you'll
be pleased to hear that the X2 SE has

Rugged SA“E ruggedsa.co.za

Battery life .....cccceevrccnrnne
Rear camera .........

capacity for two sim cards, so you can
switch between profiles, but only one
will have access to 4g connectivity -
depending on where you find yourself.
The one caveat of this device is that it
uses a version of the Android operating
system that is now two generations
old, but it does make up for that by
featuring the largest standard battery
pack here, and in a relatively sleek body.
You should be able to use this for more
than two full days.

go! Drive & Camp says Ideal for
when you want to get your hands dirty,
but still like to look good. o

Agent Zero “fl agentzero.co.za
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CAMP BOFFIN

Skl

Don’t turn the car around because the weather won't be the'way
you want it. Here’s how to camp in our worst local conditions.

ou've booked a stand at
that exclusive campsite
a year in advance, but
now that it’s around
the corner it seems you're in for
inclement weather. Here’s how to
make the most out of your holiday
even when others might think
you're crazy for going anyway.

The lay of the land

Maybe you weren't paying
attention during Grade 6
geography lessons or weren't
particularly interested. Either way,
there’s an element of common
sense that applies when it comes
to where you pitch your tent or
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Text Kyle Kock Photos Getty Images

park your caravan. For example,
you can’t complain about there
being a lack of grass on your
stand when yours is the one
that has shade all day.

Some knowledge of what the
weather patterns are like before
you actually go and pitch camp
won't hurt, either. To know,
for example, how the months
of November, December and
January are particularly notorious
for being extremely windy in
Cape Town, turning what should
otherwise be a pleasant summer’s
afternoon into a battle against
the elements and throwing all
consumables behind a shelter for

fear of having your drink laced
with white beach sand.

Up north on the highveld,
summer rains, especially in the
late afternoon, are a common
occurrence. The downpours don't
last long, but the potential of
muddy roads and camp stands
definitely affects where you
decide to camp.

You can use a smartphone
app like Windy.com, which is
free on the Apple App Store
and Android’s Google Play, to
help you prepare for the week
ahead. Not only does it give you
a temperature forecast, but also
cloud cover, rain and thunder,

wind, gusts and what the waves
at your favourite surf spot will be
looking like.

At the beach, or in the Karoo
Sand. It's fun when you're building
castles with tunnels and moats,
but it’s not so much fun when it
starts getting in the places you
don’t want it to. You need to keep
it out of your tent and caravan,
first of all. If you don't like the

idea of a small electric handheld
vacuum, which would be the
most effective method of getting
rid of any sand, then invest in

a dustpan and brush. To help get
the sand off your body, or those
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of your kids, generously apply
some baby powder to assist with
dusting off the day’s activities.
The sun will to be out during
the day, nice and hot. But
the adverse effect of having
prolonged exposure to the sun
in an arid region or even on the
coast is that you will especially
feel the drop in temperature
when the sun goes down. You
will need to layer your clothing
at night so you can keep warm
when the mercury lowers.

Hot dang
Heading to a hot spot? Check
fluid levels and service the towing
vehicle and the caravan on time.
Make sure the parts that are
supposed to be lubricated are,
so that you don't have failure as
aresult of excess heat.
Under-inflated tyres can
generate massive amounts of
heat. That coupled with extremely
hot weather is a recipe for
disaster. Distribute the weight of
your gear evenly, and then check
tyre pressures before a journey,
preferably in cooler conditions.
Location is key. Look for
a shady spot when you get to
the campsite, under large trees
or even shade netting where
possible. Even better, call ahead
to find out what will suit you and
try to book a spot in advance.
Park the side where the fridge-
freezer is in the shade, and don't
leave the fridge door open for
long periods.
The voltage at a campsite could
potentially fluctuate during the
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summer months when people
use air conditioners. Use a surge
protector to protect your power
system when the electricity spikes
or drops.

Pull out the awnings and use
the blinds and curtains to prevent
direct sunlight from invading your
stoep, and open the windows
and vents to allow for proper
circulation. Be sure to take along
a heat reflective sheet. The coated
type boasts a lot of longevity and
generally results in a five-degree
reduction in temperature. The
laminated ones result in a much
cooler area underneath it, and do
so faster, but they generally don't
last as long.

Camping in the cold

Make sure to drink warm liquids.
Tea, coffee and hot chocolate all
have their own fans, but soup
takes the first prize. Not only will
it keep you warm, but you'll also
get a healthy dose of vitamins
and minerals.

You're going to have to urinate
often as well. Why? Have you ever
relieved yourself into a container
and had that container feel cold?
No, we didn't think so. The longer
you keep the pee in, the more
energy your body uses keeping
that fluid warm. Let it out so your
body can reserve energy for heat.

Inside your tent or caravan,
keep the vents open if you're
going to burn some form of
fuel in a small heater. And use
a little USB-powered fan to keep
the air moving inside your tent
or caravan. The moving air also

helps with condensation. As far
as possible, avoid air mattresses,
because that massive pocket of
air robs your body of warmth. Try
to use a camping stretcher with
a foldup or self-inflating mattress
if you're in a tent, for example.
There’s nothing quite like warm
clothes when you're getting
dressed the next day. You might
not have an iron in your >

LOCATION, LOCATION. Finding
the right spot can be as crucial

as packing your favourite chair.
Consider sand, sun and general
convenience when picking a spot.
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caravan, but you can fold
tomorrows outfit and keep that
under your sleeping bag or
sheet so that they can absorb
some of your body heat. Also use
a sleeping bag liner to get a few
degrees more.

Waterwork

The obvious way to keep most of
your campsite dry would be to
stretch a tarp out over your tent
and belongings if you aren’t keen
on sitting in a wet camping chair
the following morning.

Lay one out underneath
everything to make sure your
floor is dry as well. Awnings and
rally tents will do the job if you're
in a caravan.

Before it starts to rain, take
a walk and collect some a few
dry pieces of kindling and keep
them in a large Ziplock bag,
so you won't have to struggle
over the braai later on after

everything else is soaked.

If you're one of the lucky ones
who managed to book a stand
right on the banks of a river, you're
going to want to monitor the
water levels when it rains. Phone
ahead to ask about the possibility
of the river flooding its banks.

Those big black plastic bags
aren't just for refuse. You can keep
a few items, such as chairs, dry

and you can also just cut holes in
the bottom and sides and wear it
like a poncho.

When you're camping in an
area that recently received heavy
rain, be wary of pools and puddles
of stagnant water as that's the
perfect breeding ground for
mosquitoes. You can burn sage
around your campsite to keep the
mozzies at bay.

COLD, WINDY & WET. Facing the
elements puts any hardy camper
to the test and, if not prepared for,
could ruin an otherwise great time.

Wardrobe woes
There’s no such thing as bad
weather, though you can certainly
some poor clothing choices -
especially when it’s very cold.
Fog comes in at night time,
and the moisture content of the
air is much higher than during
the day. Certain synthetic fabrics
do a better job of keeping the
damp out, but good old wool
is also warm and breathable.
A windbreaker and rain jacket
are non-negotiable as well. Try to
pack a warm change of clothing,
such as pyjamas or thermal
underwear, so you can sleep in
dry clothing at night, instead of
just going to bed in the T-shirt
that absorbed your perspiration
all day. &)

and meet the team.

exclusive deals.
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THE LATEST IN CAMPING AND CARAVANNING

Visit the go! and go! Drive and Camp stand at the Caravan/Camp &
Destination Show in Midrand. You can buy some cool merchandise, subscribe

The show is a space for exhibitors to share the latest caravans and tents,
camping gear and outdoor-focused technology. Holiday destinations
will also be showcased and, best of all, you'll be able to score some

Where? Gallagher Convention Centre, Midrand
When? Friday, 22 February from 9am to 6pm; Saturday, 23 February from
8am to 5pm; Sunday, 24 February from 8am to 4pm. Tickets available at the

Cost: R100 per adult; R60 per student or pensioner; free for children
under 12. R20 for secure parking.
More info: ' holidayshow.co.za
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4X4 PROFESSOR

School of
Hard Knecks

How are crash tests performed, what does the crash-test rating mean
and how does it affect your off-road vehicle?

Text Cyril Klopper

ore than 1 600 people 400 more road deaths in our country a suggestion in a letter that, going
died on South Africa’s than Australia’s annual figure. forward, we give the crash-test rating
public roads between It seems as though neither the in the specification list of our car
1 December 2018 and Minister of Transport’s promises nor reviews. Good idea, Nigel, but let’s
8 January 2019 according to the the Arrive Alive campaign could make first talk about the different kinds of
AA. During the course of just one our country’s roads safer. crash-test authorities and the types of
Christmas holiday, there were about A reader, Nigel Amschwand, Enade crash tests.
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What is NCAP?

The very first New Car
Assessment Program (NCAP)
was established in the USA in
1979. Its original aim was to
carry out standardised crash
tests and thus encourage
vehicle manufacturers to build
safer automobiles.

Initially, NCAP’s effectiveness
was debatable, and vehicle
manufacturers and motorists
were not particularly concerned
about the programme.

In 1993, the Australian
government decided to do
something about that country’s
dreadful reputation for road
death rates and established its
own version of the American
assessment programme —
ANCAP, followed by Japan’s
JNCAP in 1995.

NCAP eventually got some
clout when the UK Department
of Transport, with the support of
the European Union, established
the EuroNCAP.

Suddenly everyone focused
on road safety and today there is
KNCAP (Korea), C-NCAP (China),
LatinNCAP (South America),
ASEAN-NCAN (Southeast Asia)
and GlobalNCAP (for Africa
and India).

South Africans are still
struggling to embrace NCAP.
We only recently learnt of
GlobalNCAP, and only when this
organisation raked our beloved
Nissan Hardbody over the coals.

How does NCAP work?
Vehicle manufacturers
usually ask NCAP to

test their vehicles. The
manufacturer must

Initially, NCAP’s effectiveness
was debatable, and vehicle
manufacturers and motorists
were not particularly concerned
about the programme.

supply NCAP with four identical
vehicles, have them delivered
to the test laboratory and

pay for the test procedure.

The vehicles may be supplied
12 months ahead of the official
vehicle launch, and if the
manufacturer isn't happy with

www.weg.co.za

the results, it may improve its
product and have it re-tested
before launch. The result of any
test is published three months
thereafter, regardless of whether
the manufacturer is satisfied
with it or not.

NCAP will often test a vehicle
without the manufacturer’s
consent. The vehicles are
then bought anonymously
from a dealer and, once the
vehicles arrive at the testing
laboratory, NCAP will notify the
manufacturer and ask that the
vehicle identification numbers
be verified. The manufacturer is
then invited to sponsor this test
should it want to.

NCAP is also funded by its

GOOD LUCK, CHUCK. Before
the introduction of crash test
dummies, cadavers (left) were
used. Fortunately this macabre
practice is no longer common.

members consisting of
insurers, non-governmental
organisations, charitable
institutes and various national
traffic departments.

These members must each
propose at least one vehicle
model per year and pay for the
test should a manufacturer
decline to do so.

The vehicles should preferably
be standard (no optional
extras), but NCAP will accept
optional safety equipment if
that particular model sells better
than its base version.

However, mention will
then be made that the crash-
test result applies only to
a specific model. >
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4X4-PROFESSOR

40%
overlap

Impact point: 40% overlap of the width of the widest
part of the car on the driver side.

“y

Test 1 The test vehicle is
pulled with a high-speed
winch to a velocity of

64 km/h over the crash-
test laboratory’s floor and
crashed head-on into

a solid obstacle off-set
on the driver’s side.

THETEST

Various new car assessment
organisations use their own
test criteria. Tests conducted
by ANCAP and EuroNCAP, for
example, on the same vehicle
will therefore not always
match. Because South Africa
doesn't have its own version
of the new car assessment
programme, we usually
accept the findings of the
EuroNCAP (or these days the
GlobalNCAP). The EuroNCAP
test looks something like this:

Test 2 A weighted trolley is crashed into the
stationary test vehicle at 50 km/h. The impact
point is the driver’s side door, more or less
where the driver’s hip would be.

Impact point: Hip position of a 95™ percentile male.

Test 3 The test vehicle is crashed into a device that mimics the
impact point of a person’s legs as well as a child and adult’s
head. Sometimes crash-test dummies are also used in this test.

o
3

[
a
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Test 4 The test vehicle is loaded
onto a trolley at an angle of 15°

and dragged into a pole at a speed
of 32 km/h.

——Pole diameter = 254 mm

=




After the crash test, points (out
of five stars) are awarded. In

the EuroNCAP test, the vehicle
gets an overall five-star rating
plus a percentage figure in four
categories: adult occupant, child
occupant, pedestrian safety, and
electronic safety equipment. With
the GlobalNCAP, there are two
ratings: one for adult-occupant
safety and another for child-
occupant safety. GlobalNCAP
does not focus on pedestrian
safety nor on electronic safety
measures. The effectiveness of
airbags, anti-lock brakes and
anchor points for baby seats are,

History

1869 In Ireland, Mary Ward
falls from the passenger seat of
her cousin’s steam-powered car
and ends up under the wheels.
She’s the first person to be
killed by a car.

1891 American John William
Lambert loses control of his
car and runs into a hitching
post — this is the first recorded
collision. Fortunately, his
injuries are minor.

1896 A demonstration car
hits Bridget Driscoll in London,
England, at about 7 km/h. She
is the first pedestrian to be
killed by a car.

1899 Englishman Edwin
Sewell falls from his moving
Daimler automobile and
becomes the first driver to die
because of his own vehicle.

1922 The American
Duesenburg Model A is the
first car to get hydraulic brakes
- the automotive industry’s

www.weg.co.za

.\' -
- @
i " e
|- %L
%

however, discussed in the report.
The tests, therefore, aren’t
exactly the same for all new
car assessment programmes. It
is generally accepted that the
EuroNCAP is the most stringent of
all the NCAP crash tests and that
the LatinNCAP and GlobalNCAP
are the most lenient, supposedly
because Europeans apparently
own more expensive (and better)
vehicles, while developing
countries like us cannot afford the
same calibre of vehicles.
Outside Europe and Australia,
a poor test result often has no
significant impact on vehicle

first safety device.

1930 Henry Ford orders that
his cars’windshields are to be
made from safety glass.

1934 General Motors of
America carries out the first
vehicle crash test to see how
safe its products are.

1949 American Samuel W
Alderson builds the first crash-
test dummy - before that
cadavers were used.

1958 The United Nations
establishes the World Forum
for the Harmonization of
Vehicle Regulations. This is the
first vehicle safety organisation.

1959 Swedish car
manufacturer Volvo introduces
the seat belt, although the first
proposal for this type of device
was made by an American
doctor in 1930.

1977 Wearing seat belts
in passenger cars becomes
mandatory* for the driver and

sales. If the public don’t care
about NCAP, the result is reduced
to a discussion around a braai
fire. Few governments, other than
the European Union, Australia
and sometimes the US, insist

that a manufacturer improve its
vehicle after NCAP awarded it

a low score.

Things, however, are changing,
and since the World Health
Organization has declared
road deaths an epidemic, the
European Union is considering
legislation that may prohibit the
sale of new vehicles with a low
NCAP rating.

What does NCAP have to do
with your off-roader? As we've
already seen with the Nissan
NP300 Hardbody, NCAP don't
distinguish between a VW Polo
and an off-road vehicle, and
they are trying hard to persuade
governments to prevent the sales
of new “unsafe” vehicles.

Note that NCAP doesn't
want to take away the keys of
your existing off-road vehicle.
Also bear in mind that vehicle

front passenger in South Africa.
1979 The National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA) in the USA establishes
NCAP to conduct crash tests,
the results of which are
disclosed to the public.
1987 Wearing seat belts
becomes mandatory* for
all occupants of a vehicle,
excluding children under the

manufacturers are quite capable
of building off-road vehicles with
a five-star safety rating - cars
such as the BMW X5, Mercedes-
Benz X-Class and Range Rover
Velar - but this is likely to raise
prices and, ultimately, only the
wealthy will be able to buy a
new 4x4 bakkie (that’s actually
already happening).

ASKTHE PROFESSOR
Do you have a question for the

4x4 professor? Should a winch
be bolted at the front or the
back of your vehicle? Is a front
or rear diff lock better? If the
professor doesn’t know the
answer, we ask an expert.
Send your email to
“*editor@driveout.co.za

Duesenburg Model A

age of three in South Africa.

2014 Seat belts or age-
appropriate harnesses are
mandatory* for all occupants
of a vehicle, regardless of age,
in South Africa.

* Wearing seat belts is not
mandatory for paying
passengers in minibuses,
midibuses and buses.
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MY WHEELS
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Toyotas are well loved in this
country, and for good reason.
Ewald Spies has had a flawless

experience das an owner.

TOYOTA LAND CRUISER 4500 EFI
It broke his heart to see the vehicle of his
dreams slip out of his grasp when

"father, , sold his to
an acquaintance in Worcester five years ago.
At the time, Johan was the third owner and
according to Ewald, kept the Land Cruiser in

and so clean you could

eat off the engine. But, at the time, Ewald
couldn't afford to buy it and Johan let it go.

A year ago, a mate who was balancing
the wheels on my told me
about a guy who had visited the shop
the previous day and was looking to swop
his Cruiser for a Prado. Would you believe it
was my dad’s old Cruiser? And the new owner
had racked up a mere 20 000 km in five years.
| did the deal there and then. It worked out to
a cost of around on my end.
| believe an automobile has to meet the
requirements of your life at the time, and it
depends on what you need it for. For me, with
three small children and a wife who enjoys
packing in everything but the kitchen sink,
the most important aspect is space.
Before the found its way back
into my life, | considered another
, but ultimately, they don't quite
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have the space and ground clearance of the
Land Cruiser. | also wouldn't dare drive those
two in some of the rough terrain where the
Land Cruiser is at home. It’s also an impressive
towing vehicle.

The only modifications that have been

added are the front and
rear, /
and
This is one vehicle you can take anywhere.
Whether you're driving mountain passes

Show us your wheels
Send an email to
“B drivecamp@gomag.co.za and tell
us about what'’s in your garage.
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covered in snow or driving through water and
mud, nothing fazes the Land Cruiser. Sand
dunes are its natural habitat, of course, but
it's just as comfortable on the open road. You
must just be prepared to slake its thirst at the
pumps, because it averages between

We haven’t had much opportunity to drive
very far with Cruiser yet, but we have visited
the

and thoroughly
enjoyed our stay thanks to the neat stands
and there being plenty to do and explore
for young and old. The rules and regulations
may be strict, but the service is provided with
a smile. They also allow fishing on the river,
which is why | have a boat hitched
behind the caravan as well. 4]
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\VWalt a moment...

With a camera in your hand, you have the ability to freeze time.
That'’s exactly what these three readers did.

Up and away

When you swap your attorney’s office
forhillariousthe KwaZulu-Natal South
Coast, you may find more than just sea and
sand, as John Christie of Pietermaritzburg
found out.

“I took this photo around Christmas on
Pennington Beach. It was hazy and | was taking
pics while my son Andrew and my grandson
Luke Bok tried to get the kite in the air. In this
photo, the kite flies out of Luke’s hands. The
bright colours of the kite against the grey
environment are what makes this so striking
for me”
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The bright colours of the kite are what makes
this photo stand out rather than just being
an ordinary pic. In fact, the kite looks even
brighter against the background and an
environment filled with monotone shades of
brown, grey and white to almost black.

The focal point lies in the interaction
between Luke and the kite, and you can feel
his anticipation as the kite rises. His hands are
in the air with his head back, and then his one
foot is also lifted up. You can see the wind has
just lifted the kite, and if you look at Andrew
in the background, it looks as if he is relieved.

The longish focal length of the lens creates

2%
Nikon D7000; Nikkor 55-300 mm
lens at 98 mm (147 mm in 35 mm
format); 1/5 000th of a second; f18;
ISO 5 000

a flatter perspective in the photo and, for
example, brings the grey overgrown dune
in the background closer to the foreground.
Even though it stretches over the focal
point, it doesn’t bother you because of
the hazy light between the dune and Luke
and Andrew.

The photo is a good example of the rule of
thirds that works — here the focal point sits on
the vertical line to the right.



There’s water!

Her idea of a beautiful day in
nature involves her beloved
dog, Astro, at her side and her
Nikon camera in her hand, says
Laura Beukes of Thabazimbi.

“Astro, my pointer, and | went for
a walk in the veld one day. Rain
had fallen after a long drought,
and the water in which Astro is
playing is a pan that had been
dry for a year. Every now and
again, | threw a stick or pebble
into the water to draw Astro’s
attention until | could take this
lovely photo.”

Technically you could hardly find
fault with Laura’s photo. Astro is
the focal point and his face is as
sharp as can be. The low bright
light also makes for a better
picture. In addition, Astro jumps
towards the viewer and you look
straight into his eyes.

His curved forelegs, tongue

Nikon D3300; 55-200
mm lens at 200 mm (300
mm in 35 mm format); >
1/600th of a second;
f5,6; 1SO 400

blowing from his mouth, and
the ears pulled back, all tells you
Astro is rushing out of the water.
The shutter speed of the camera
freezes the water splashing and
underlines all the energy of
Astro in the water.

You have to be careful to
place the focal point of a photo
on a centre ling, as it gives the
picture a static feel. All the
action compensates for Astro
being on the vertical centre
line, however.

The water in the foreground
is not necessary for the photo’s
composition. The photo would
be even more alive if you crop
out the bottom third of the pic.

SEND YOUR PICTURES

to us and we might publish them here. We're looking for regular pics
that you love. Think of the type of pic you'd use as your Facebook
cover photo; or something charming, like kids warming their hands
over a campfire. If it is good enough for your family photo album, it’s
good enough for us. JOHN CHRISTIE wins a go! Drive & Camp
camera bag worth R520 - congratulations!

Send your photos and contact details to

leon.botha@media24.com

Waiting for better days

She lives in Pretoria but Marie
le Grange never misses an
opportunity to capture a great
photo when on holiday in the
Kruger National Park with her
husband, Koos.

www.weg.co.za

“Photography is a passion of
mine. Every year Koos and | have
to go to the Kruger National Park
to get close to nature. Koos has
now also caught the photography
bug. | took this pic late one

afternoon near Satara just before
the gates closed.”

Marie’s picture is a good
example of how minimal
elements balance the negative

Canon EOS 750D;

< 150-600 mm lens at
600 mm; 1/800th of a

second; f8; ISO 200

space in a photo. Although the
silhouettes of the branch and
birds stand out against the
background, the photo would
lose its impact without the
negative space.

The focal point is, of course,
the vulture sitting on the tip
of the branch, but it’s not long
before your eye wanders down
to where the stump enters from
the right. Your eye then follows
the branch back and you spot
another three bird silhouettes.

There’s just one slightly
distracting element: the lowest
vulture on the branch breaks the
flow of the image as your eye
follows the branch. It’s not as if
you can tell the birds where to
sit, but Marie might have moved
just a tiny bit to the left or right
to get the bird’s body away from

the stump.
But overall, it remains
a beautiful photograph. (&)
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The Free State at its best VIA
Weg’s Sophia and Toast

Sundays 19:00



CROSSWORD

Congratulations to Gerrit Snyman from Mookgophong. You have won a Camp Cover Lunch Box Cooler to the value of R290 for your correct entry in the
January 2018 crossword competition. If you want to win like Gerrit, complete the crossword, take a picture, and e-mail it to “ drivecamp@gomag.co.za.
Please include your contact details. Or complete it online at https://bit.ly/2Gczm4B. The solution to last month’s crossword is on p.129.
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Want wine”

One lucky winner can win a mixed case of Tangled Tree wines and merchandise to the value of R1 000 delivered to their door.

This mouth-watering eco-friendly range was inspired by a tree on the Van Loveren farm. In 1941, Jean Retief ordered a Rhus lancea tree
from the then Natal province. Her husband Hennie believed that it was the same as the karee tree that grew along the river and planted
a shoot next it to prove this. The two trees have since intertwined into one tree, which has come to symbolise their love. The best part
of the range? It has a 60% lower carbon footprint compared to wine in glass bottles. Learn more at *'tangledtree.com.
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DC-DC BATTERY CHARGERS ON STEROIDS

Even when we “rough it” in the bush, we still need our creature comforts, such as a fridge, lights
and perhaps even an on-board entertainment system or work-related equipment.

There's no need to go without life's
little (and big) luxuries just because you're
camping in the bush.

Charging Systems Africa (CSAF) has just
introduced two compact, light, tough,
advanced dual battery management
systems to the South African market, to
help power up your on-board battery
banks, whatever their size. Both are from
Australian-based Projecta, a leading player
in the DC-DC charger market.

The Projecta IDC25 "Intelli-Charge”
25A 9-32V, 3 Stage DC/Solar Battery
Charger provide a host of intelligent
features for safer and more reliable
charging than its competitors, including
charging simultaneously from solar and
alternator inputs.

The new Projecta IDC45 will help meet

the demand of high power DC-DC charging.

Itis the first DC-DC charger on the market

As tough as nails

that provides 45A output current, so it can
fully charge a 300Ah battery duel systems
from empty in less than seven hours.

And, having been developed with the
design experience of the Projecta IDC25,
it is also able to charge simultaneously
from both solar and alternator inputs, with
no manual switching. It allows customer
to charge their 12V second/auxiliary deep-
cycle battery on the go.

The retail packs for both the IDC25 and
IDC45 include the charger, 1 x bag cable
joiner and heat shrink tubes plus 1 x bag
cable ties.

The RRSP for the Projecta IDC25 retails
for R4484,00 and the IDC45 for R 6889,00.
Both are backed by a two-year warranty
and available at leading automotive and
four-wheel drive outlets.

When you're in trouble in the bush, you need the PIAK Non Loop

Premium Winch Bar.

Features of the PIAK Non Loop Premium

Winch Bar includes:

« Designed for fitment with no bumper cut.

- Split front panel to provide maximum
strength and airflow

« Polyurethane overriders for minor impact
protection

« Fitted with either LED or halogen fog lamp

+ Multi-fold wing design including taper for
optimum strength and approach angle

« Supplied with triple protection plate

+ Airbag-compatible mountain system

« Provision for light bar and driving light

« High strength steel construction that has
the attributes for low corrosion

« Combination bar that suit both winch and
non-winch applications

« Surface finish with matte black powder
coat

« Provision for OE front parking sensor if
applicable
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It is available for the following models:
- Ford Ranger PXIl (2015)

« Isuzu D-Max 2017 ON

» Mitsubishi Triton MQ 2015 ON

» Mitsubishi Pajero Sport 2016 ON

- Nissan Navara NP300 2015 ON

- Toyota Hilux 2015-2017

- Toyota Hilux 2018 ON

FOR MORE INFORMATION
“* info@csaf.coza

PRGJECTA

more switched on

CONTACT: OPPOSITE LOCK AFRICA
) 011 697-0001 7 www.oppositelock.co.za

@D opposite lock  ADVENTURE DRIVEN
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Leisure Vehicle Insurance
companion

South Africa’s favourite E@
=\

www.CaraSure.com

2 0861868765 _F carasure

RACOR

: . New, Service Exchange The Turboprotect will
FUE' Filter FUHI’IE'_ > fse FUE' FlltEfS & Repairs on all makes lubricate & cool the Turbo
Removes water, dirt & sediment :ll | The BEST of Turbochargers automa“ca“y after

Small (10Lpm)

Medium (15Lpm)

Large (20Lpm)
Xlarge (55Lpm)

4%, R9COR  Turbochargers & Turboprotects

hot Engine Shutdown

Hydraulically operated
Serviceable and available
in 3 Different sizes

‘F Fuel Filtration system
?-." for your Engine’s protection.
Y Racor Fuel Filters removes:

Water, Dirt, Rust & Algae from Fuel.
(Diesel, Petrol, Paraffin, Avgas & JetAl)

b
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PRO AUTO RUBBER
PRESENTS:

Load Bin Dust Seal Kit for the Ford Ranger T6
Series single, double and extended cabs as well

as new interior mats for most SUVs and single and
double cab bakkies.

We have developed a Load Bin Sealing kit specifi-

cally for the Ford Ranger Té series. It fits all the new ® 9, ® a ®
model Rangers and completely seals the loadbin. The ® .’ ' ®

kit is complete and includes easy fo follow instructions. @ 3 @

The kit includes the following parts: & ‘Buy the new Ford Ranger ,.

i +

1. Left and Right molded Plastic covers & interior mats and receive a @®

2. Molded rubber gasket R free dust seal kit, 5
3. Screw sef . ¢

'iDouble sided tape with 3M alcohol wipe Py PriCe R 2 500 g 00’ :;r 3

The product is manufactured to the highest ’ i

standard. If you experience any problems o exc. VAT 55 ®

you are welcome to contact Stephan at: ® Save R1 000-00 e
~“and get free installation, ®

While stocks last.

e

- i
.

Stephan@proautorubber.co.za e
or on 0118235541

Wide range of inferior mats now available

We provide Total
.. u sealing solutions for:

* Vintage cars
* House and home
* |Industrial

We supply silicone and rubber hoses, auto-
motive clips and much more. We also supply
custom-made bin liners and interior mats for the
Ford Ranger. Don't hesitate to contact us for all
our other products.

Come visit our
Megastore at
8 Oscar St, Hughes X15,
Boksburg

www.proautorubber.co.za




- L Available at:
Va r I O u S I Ig h t « 4x4 Megaworld Strijdom Park

0117911212

SOIUtionS for . _;_:‘,Hft_:_”-ic.:, 4x4 - 033 345 5141

\ ~ r «  4WD Overland - 083 461 3689
& bakkies and 4X4's . . .oivore- 082 4709601

W (0218865479 | www.extremelights.co.za

Light up your

IF YOU WANT 70 | | CAMIP £ .. comy meuractures
MM@E [{IEBE COVER T in South Africa, for

WWW.Campcover.co.za Africa.
Contact our,salesteam 0000

Ultimate kitchen and picnic solution and a must for any
picnic, camping or overland trip.

NICKFITZELL'SS
Tel "071’430 6311

B nick. ﬁtzell @ >media24’ com|
- T bR o

JEANINE KRUGER
Tel'082'3422299

fjeanine.kruger@media24.com

THEATHOMAS
Tel. 078 450 7771
tthomas@media24.com

LIZEL PAUW
Tel. 082 876 8189
lizel.pauw@media24.com

SANETHA MEINTIJIES
Tel. 084 416 5797
sanetha.meintjies;_j'g::-mediale_mm info@campcover.co.za www.campcover.co.za 0219055005

The inside dividers are padded,
removable and adjustable - you can
construct the configurations to suit
your individual needs.

Y 4
caravan mover
www.ewiks.co.za
handed moving of your caravan, big or small effortlessly by operating only
tly fitted to drive onto road wheels.

For a fitment center or DIY information please contact:
m‘m
Erik @) 0824874950 () sales@ewiks.coza
3{}I-cg IHST
Kyle e 084 33 00 606 info@ewiks.co.za
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We Specialize In: Movers for Caravans & Trailers  Fibreglass Molds .
- Airconditioning e Semi & Full Automatic - Corners

- Insurance Claims ¢ Old -and new chassis - Wheel Arches

- Wood Rot ¢ e Built-in Levelling Indicator - A-frame Covers, etc. &

-

__—__,&.'ﬁ . -
luxuryfcaravans

- Quantum Leisure

Natal Caravans & Marine (KZN)  Tygerberg Caravans (Western Cape) Camp Guru (Gauteng)

e Tel: 031 702 7291 o Tel: 021 982 4670 e Tel: 011 974 5595

* www.natalcaravans.co.za » www.tygerbergcaravans.co.za * Mobile: Clive vd Vyver 0828225969
* www.campguru.co.za

ALRACKLCARAVANSMOVER:

L |

I.i'l

Mini- R10900 Midi- R12900 Max- R14900

’/' ‘.1 '
Newgmobile kifchen*boX
Paul 876924 2687 874 820 6557 Info®alubor.co.za

WwWw.aluboy.c0.za s Chris- 0837011915 Battery included with the price of the movers.

1,9 kW motor 2,4 kW motor 2,4 kW motor
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Scan me with your smart phone!

-

Custom Built

Canvas canopies

< e » ; retetan Kallie: 083 303 0850
TP O Rl URE A O6 E-mail: kallie@cbcc.co.za
e — === |www.custombuiltcanvascanopies.co.za
+ Executive to budget canopies

« Only quality material used to manufacture canopies

=« Lightweight, 13-25 kg - can be fitted by one person

+ Non-corrosive aluminium standard or super
canopy frame

+ Standard frame - coverage only

+ Super frame - can carry 400-600 kg

« Canopies for all bakkies, Toyota, Nissan, Ford, Mazda,
Isuzu, Volkswagen, Land Cruiser, Hyundai, Kia, Chana,
Jeep, Mahindra, Soyat, 4x4's & trailers

+ Covers for existing frames already on your vehicle

« Optional extras also available

SMS Canopy to 37288

Jeep, Dodge & Chrysler
specialists

We specialize in Services, Repairs,
Maintenance & Accessories for Jeep,
Dodge & Chrysler

We supply reconditioned engines and gearboxes for all Jeep,
Dodge and Chrysler models

Large inventory of new second hand parts available

We are a proud member of RMI (Retail Motor Industry
Organization) and MIWA (Motor Industry Workshop Association)

Tel: 012 665 2925
Email: americansuv@mweb.co.za

Www.americansuv.co.za
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WOULD)YOU)LIKETO =
INEORM OUR READERS

GECKD XTREME IS R DUST-PROOF, HLIlTI-TERHFIIH
CARAVAN SUITABLE FOR TRAVELING RFRICA IN LUXURY.
EQUIPPED WITH R FIXED KING SIZE BED, INDDOR SHOWER

[WITHZ20V/GAS GEYSER) SEPARATE CHEMICAL TOILET, '
HOT AND COLD WATER RETICULATION, 12V, 220V e ! f CAPETOWN
AND SOLAR CHARGING SYSTEM _ : ; Lo 084 4'16 5797

mfuugecku uHrﬁad co.za

EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE www.cJ-alrcons.co.za

E-mail: info@cj-aircons.co.za

UNDISPUTED VALUE

. HELLA ‘-.-’aluei_;'i-t introduces the NEW SUPERNQVA Range.
Available- jn 6°, 7" & 97, Driving and Spot light variations.

Visit our online store www.autolume.co.za

@
FlQuto © -z

.
IU Maobile -2? 83 230 B4A4AT HELLH
' | |e +27 B2 463 4557 '_
. Jocques el: 0724133899 || Cindy Nagel: 0762937873
US E-mail sales@autolumecoza www hellacoza/ offroad 9 e "

CJ Aircons for caravans, businesses and homes

FREE
5YEAFI

NO QUIBBLE
PARTS AND WORK
GUARANMNTEE

‘and best in the world caravan mover
powrtouch
=Vl /7‘/_/:\/

automatic caravan mover

SOMILL CC 058 821 0006,

RIETFONTEIN,
With 1-4 gradient operation. Only one set needed for T e
for double-axle caravan. From R24 400.00 installation CO-ORDINATES

and VAT included. Battery, battery charger and battery S TEL: DIRK 082 404 6510

. Yop LEON 082 490 1809
box not included in price. g (OFFICE HOURS)
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€EKO :

WE ALSO MANUFACTURE:
KITCHEN CUPBOARDS
DRAWER SYSTEMS

ROOF RACKS %
SLIDING CAMPING TABLES *_/ 7
LED LIGHTS
CARGO RAILS

§  EkoAluminium Canopies

No
NTERFERAMNCE
WITH ANY
WARRANTY ON YOUR
CARAVAN/CAMPER
IF INSTALLED
ACCORDING TO
SPECIFICATIONS

b
MACLAREN HB90O0O0

* Quiet operation
UNDER BENCH CARAVAN/ o 2

* Cooling & Heating
CAMPER AIRCON '(heat pump) -

* Fully self-contained

7 .1 YEAR FULL 1 =
bt unit ready to plug in

cunrantee ~ * Easy installation
ON UNIT (parts & template

OMALWEENDO

atd 7" # incl.)
' * Ideal for pop-up
v
roof caravans and NAMIB DESERT
Others Enjoy 6 magical days and 5 nights with experienced

guides. Take a journey through the bygone diamond
era. Enjoy 3 good meals per day as well as information
about the area. We traverse the well-known roaring
dunes, The safety of our guests is paramount to us,

* Unit can be run by
inverter

* Lightweight, ideal
for caravans

* No leakages causing

FOR INFO AND PRICING CONTACT wood to rot

TEL: O11 315 4348 MACLAREN AIR

EMAIL: MACLAREN®@UST.CO.ZA

SKELETON COAST PARK

Experience the magnificence and total seclusion of
2 Harold A the vast Namibian coastline. Relive the dramatic
: ~ ‘I '@ stranding of the Dunedin Star on 29 November 1942
Flight Road apan M and the dramatic rescue operations, See the mighty
Jetpark leDl N Kunene River Mouth, Experiance the scenic
Boksbu rg Wi & ] Kaokoland and its game and the people of the area.
The safety of our guests is paramount to us.
Gj‘;‘;;‘g Tel 011 397-6769 ’
Tel 0861 Engine

B H
' Willemien:
Y v . +264 81 1220168 +264 81 1286206
Petrol Engines Gearboxes Turbos Cylinder Heads Diesel Engines S

go! Drive & Camp March 2019 |'|1]'I



OUTDOOR
WAREHOUSE

for every adventure

128 March 2019 g

Adventure begins

w1t§l great equipment

Explore our huge range of
technically excellent equipment
and apparel. Discover quality name
brands from around the globe,
.~ including Cape Storm, Columbia,
L FII‘St Ascent Hl-Tec and many more.

26 stores nationwide
For your nearest store call toll-free 0800 003 051

Go to outdoorwarehouse.co.za to learn more and shop online

ﬂ E OutdoorW Outdoorwarehouseza




ERESSIVEVAN DIARWICIHRUSHAYOU

Good news for caravan and boat owners

LA 0.75kw) 220y BT (1.50kW) 220y
for caravans and # for caravans and
boats boats

Total towing Total towing
weight: weight:

1700kg 3000kg

Price: R11 700 |/ Price: R15 200

12V DC MOTOR ROCKY JOCKY
Also available

CONTACT DICK VAN DER WESTHUIZEN
083 254 0461 » email: dick.vdwi@gmail.com

=R |[z]| el=|—| v]=]
o RO&B‘:.?ADﬁ
LN = 1O | H ISP |E NS The all new hard shell plus
NEEEEEEEBERERNR SR E=E D
s|e|l|r|!]T]|E|Dl=}s|P|O|N]|G]|E]S
=1t |c|o|n]o|m] 1 |Jcl=io|D] 1 |oluls
alclelEs|e| 1 |TIEP|o]E]T R|E
4 TI=EPlu|T|TI=EB|A|L|L|=F|O]|T
AlrR[AIBlL]E[=IO]A] 1 ]|s |5
b [P =k [N|=|E|N|D]=] |
—mETAINITITIM][EEETEIM .
el — s [o] = | 8 B P |VIE TS
. P ALIEEDvIrR]A]T] T]O]R

=T |al|P]i1|T]|AlL]I]|S]|E|D
=+l =IWl=m[elalT]BlAlLL]s
PlalT|r|oll =] Tlul=IB = [El=] ]
=B |E|A|VI]E |RI==ELE L[0T |=Hilo
blulnlgleloln]=klv]IE]|r]lYID]A]lY

Overland Extreme Canopies from Maxi Shade 270 Awning from

"BICAPE TOWN
084416 5797
e

www.customleisuretech.co.za

Paul Lydes-Uings | 074 820 6557
paul@customleisuretech.co.za
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Leﬂsure
Carrying L oads Lish™Y 4§

Tel: (011) 452-8188 « Cell: 082554 8335
e-mail: sherpa@telkomsa.net
Website: www.sherpaleisure.co.za
Contact us for a dealer in your area.

Lightweight fibreglass caravans.
-Easy to tow. -No wood rot.
-Fits into a normal garage. -Custom-made

SherpaTiny and Rough'Roader,

Flbrgtran' ¥ ‘;f\ :

Tl R

| Now,available - _LSHel'_Eﬂ'fTihEIitEﬁnH jSHerE_a_ I:'Eg?i

——5 4

IF YOU WARY T
ADVERTISE GERE

Contactour;salesiteam

B nick fitzell@media24. com
e e
JEANINE KRUGER
iTel! 08234212299

ljeanine.kruger@media24.com

THEATHOMAS
Tel. 078 4507771
tthomas@media24.com

LIZEL PAUW
Tel. 0828768189
lizel.pauw@media24.com

SANETHA MEINTIJIES
Tel. 084 416 5797
sanetha.meintjies@media24.com

Keep it Tidy...
Tel: 066 176 2522
Email: info@booxe.co.z2

| 800X

CUSTOMISED veioLE ACCESSORIES

Sleek Storage Solutions
Original Boot Box for TOYOTA FORTUNERSs
Ultimate Boot Box for Any Vehicle

Anti-Slip Protection

Rubber Interior Floor Mats Ei BooxeZd
Rubber Boot and Bin Mats (C) BooxeZA
Detachable Bumper Guard Made in SA

" & _i;;; -

Prevent:
* Tyre shredding
* Tyre blow-outs
* Rim damage
Warnings:
» Low & high pressure
» High temperature
No programming operation
Reliable internal sensors
www.tyreco.co.za

12 Yearsi in SA!

Email: sales@tyreco.co.za. Tel: 011 431 7783

¢ CARAVAN

‘!1 SERWVICES & REFPAIRS

<WE|DO INSURANCE

WELLYAS|PRIVATE|WO
’
082YCERYSTIS 0 E—

Lo

| Shop 15, Detroit Plaza, Pretoria Road, Kempton Park

WWW/CARAVANREPAIRS!CO'ZA "\“1

team:]
T AT

ﬁ CAPE TOWN
1084416 5797
* ¥ L JOHANNESBURG
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BUNDUBOX

Prices advertised are subject to change. Prices reflected
online will aiwaxs be correct. Offers valid while stocks last.
Prices include VAT but exclude postage.

We only deliver to South African postal addresses.

Please allow a minimum of 12 wnrkin% days for delivery.
E-mail shop queries to » verkope@media24.com

all products available at
»winkel.weg.co.za

R 200
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NorthWest

&
Free State

SPEI‘.‘IAL BFFEII m OUT OFMN -5 HIGHTB -
2 PEOPLE - R500 PER STAND (SUNDAY TO FRIDAY)
SPECIAL OFFER - MIDWEEK - OUT OF SEASON - 4 NIGHTS -
2 PEOPLE - Ri1600 PER CHALET (MONDAY TO FRIDAY)
Mature reserve in malaria-free area. : Bushveld atmosphere — less than an hour from Pretoria and Johannesubrg — dose to Brits. Self- calenng houses
and caravan park with neat ablutions — wheelchair-friendly bathroom. Hikes — cycle trails — bird-watching — game drives — plenty of game

_» Play park - Table tennis - Pool tables - Trampalines - Yolley ball court - Putt-putt - indoor heated pool - Jacuzzi + Cold water pools - Lazyriver - Water slides - Tadteaways

~ Cell: 073 171 8331/082 375 6179 + E-mail: do@duhgnn.mn
NORTH WEST

< -!"z#—?:-t: 'r-..—.-—--l‘—'-
Skm outside Parys on the Fochville mad

MID-WEEK RATES
Caravan/tent stands - R 200.00 per night (4 PAX)
0.00 per night (4 PAX)

KwaZulu-
Natal

3 nights or more - R 15
4-Bed Chalet - R 600.00 per night
6-Bed Chalet — R 900.00 per night

Reservations: 082 312 4123

Email: info@umfula.net

Web: www.umfula.net
GPS: 526.51.74" - E27.2B.11"

| o i) (@) en] A&
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SEOTTBURGH
CARAVAN PARK

Based in a forest-like 1e'ﬂ|m_'1 in Balito, lies Dalphin
Holiday Resort. With a variety of caravan sites and
self-catering units we cater for everyone’s needs. Play
area and swimming pool to keep the kids entertained,
24 hour security, tea terrace which serves tea, coffee
and creamed scones daily. Waterberry Tea Garden

One kilometre beach frantage : Tel: 032 946 2187 + e-mail: info@dolphinholidayresort.co.za
Rock Pools _ e Fax: 032946 3490 * Web: www.dolphinholidayresort.co.za
Sheltered Bathing : BALLITO
Fresh Water Swimming Pools

Tel: Cornelia 039 975 1107
All Stands Hard or (_;rassed e A VTE Yos
Beach Cottage Furnished = iatn B E-mail- corians@telkomsa net

TV / Video & Electricity on all Sites RO B 1 Pxﬁmﬂﬂ

Gauteng

039 976 0291 || =

caravanpark@scottburgh.co.za - Mourtan die s 1, 2 30im

www.KaiaManzi.co.za | Tel: 813 932 3148
www.ScottburghCaravanPark.co.za '
= GAUTENG BRONKHORSTSPRUIT

IFYOU WANT,TO
ADVERTISE|HERE

R’ | 1 ¥ i
Contact our sales team )/U Lﬁ@&l’l/[, _\,Q (/U.')/
SAFE TCWIN 25 large, separate sites. )
- 084416 5797 . | £ by -l A

Dinokeng Big 5 Game Reserve . R L. .
" ’JOHANNESBURG 35km north of Pretoria Tel: 081 702 2989 info@mﬂemsrus.m.:a
" 0784507771 www.willemsrus.co.za |

GAUTENG PRETORIA
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Eastern Cape

Tely 043 734 3043
info@yellows.cé.2a
'va.w;yilfpws.co.za P
o . -E;N]. "

ol

EAST LONDON

STRUWIG

EKO-RESERVAAT

Ervaar die ware gevoel van die Bosveld in ons Dundee-
boskamp. 'n Veldkombuis met 3-plaatgasstool, yskas- en
vrieskasgeriewe is beskikbaar. Vir warm water word 'n
"donkieketel” gebruik. Kyk na die "Bosveld-TV” in die
groot boma-area terwyl die naggeluide jou omring. Die
kamp is ongeveer 1ha, het 'n elektriese heining en genoeg
spasie vir 4x4-karavane en tente, Ideaal vir groot groepe,
jeuggroepe, besighede maar ook vir
klein groepe en gesinne,

BESPREEK JOU PLEK VANDAG!

+27(0) 71 907 7960

struwigeco@iafrica.com
m.stru\lrlgeim co.2a

o tripadvisor

Sewe selisorg-eenhede is beskikbaar op die oewer van die
Olifantsrivier. Die jeugsentrum het slaapgeriewe vir 42
persone. ldeaal vir groot groepe, skoolkampe, besighede
of natuurlik familiebyeenkomste. Restaurantgeriewe is
beskikbaar by die oewerkamp.

Limpopo
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+-18 km from Bela-Bela on the
> Thabazimbi road - 2 swimming

pools: Play park, cycling,
bird-watching - Large screen TV,
pool table - 52 camping sites
Pub - Game drives - Chalets

Anneke: 082 908 4448
info@koro-koro.co.za

www.koro-koro.co.za

LIMPOPO BELA-BELA

» 3 under-roof camping sites available,
suitable for roof tents
Domestic available
Security
Private
Private kitchen and bathroom
Sea view
Preferably 4x4

R200 per site per day and

R50 per person per day -

maximum of 6 pax per site.

Location: Guinjata Inhambane, Mozambique

Contact: 083 300 8915 | 082 799 0977

MOZAMBIQUE

Prices advertised are subject to change.
Prices reflected online will always be
correct. Offers valid while stocks last.

Prices include VAT but exclude postage.

We only deliver to South African postal

addresses. Please allow a minimum of 12
working days for delivery.
E-mail shop queries to
+ verkope@media24.com

all products available at
+winkel.weg.co.za
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JOHANN'S STORY

Only 50 m to go...

The last thing you expect is that a signpost will tell you an outright lie,
says Johann Barnard.

any years ago, in the struggled to get something right, he always :

S Upington area, there was a said “it’s tedious”. But when something Q
; guy who regularly used an went wrong completely, he would sigh

E expression my family found heavily and then exclaim, “Oh yes, so it

o . . .

= so funny that we still use it when things bloody well goes!”

= don’t quite go according to plan. When he - Little did I know this very expression

E who has now shuffled off this mortal coil - would come in useful on a recent holiday at
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Storms River Mouth. I find Storms River
Mouth to be one of the most beautiful
places in South Africa. The caravan park
is almost on the Indian Ocean. The view
of the sea is unobstructed, and it is never
completely quiet here as the roar of the
ocean is ever-present. With high tide,
the waves often clap as loud as gunshots
against the rocks with white foam
that shoots up metres into the air.
Spectacular.
Behind the caravan park, in the
/ﬁ\ dense, lush green Tsitsikama forest,
:\ there are many hiking trails along the
¥™ coastal slopes. The Loerie and Blue
Duiker hiking trails wind through
nature and you can delight in the
beautiful flora and the rich bird life.

It’s always a bonus to see the timid
Knysna loerie. The iconic Otter trail also
starts close to the campsite. This hike
lasts five days, but for a day out it is nice
to walk a short section to the beautiful
waterfall and huge water pool. This is
where only brave souls and little ones
who don’t know any better dare enter the
cold water to cool down.

'

DIE MOND trail, which starts at the
restaurant, is by far the most popular
hiking trail here. Hundreds of visitors
arrive daily by bus, and almost everyone
tackles it - up
the neat wooden
path through the
7% / beautiful dense
forest with
the deep blue
waters of the
estuary and
the sea to
the right.
Eventually
the path
leads to
the three
suspension
bridges. Along
the way, people
take hundreds of
photographs, but
on the bridge over the
river, they number in
their thousands. You'll
often hear someone

.\‘_

At 300 steps, | stopped
counting and voiced my
displeasure at the audacity
to erect a sign that claims
it’s 50 m, when it’s clearly
not the case.

screaming when one of the walkers
deliberately causes the bridge to swing
from side to side, because then it’s just
about impossible to take a photo.

Most of the hikers - let’s rather call
them walkers - turn around at this point
and walk across the other two bridges
back to the restaurant for a well-deserved
break and a meal. Not many people
enjoying a leisurely holiday at Storms
River Mouth are eager to struggle up the
long and steep Misty Mountain on the
other side of the bridge that crosses the
estuary. Misty Mountain towers above
you, and if you see hikers at the summit
from down below, they will look tiny.

We’ve always been among those who
turn back after the bridge, but this time
we were determined to make it all the
way to the top, come what may.

Early morning, before it got too hot, we
tackled the steep climb, armed with water
and energy drinks in a backpack, wide
hats for the ruthless sun, and cameras
around the neck.

It’s a lovely route, because every step
takes you a bit higher and the view of the
sea and the surrounding area gets more
and more beautiful. We paused when
we ran out of breath, with the excuse of
taking a photo or looking more closely at
some kind of fynbos.

As we went higher, the intervals
between these “photo sessions” got
shorter and shorter. It was hard work.
My handkerchief got wet as I walked
and wiped the sweat from my brow, but
we eventually saw a bench at a vantage
point. When we got there, it felt like
a small victory. We sat down, took a few
more sips of an energy drink, snapped
more photos and congratulated ourselves
on reaching the top.

BUT THEN we saw it... We hadn’t yet
reached the top! Just behind the bench
was a sign indicating that the actual
lookout point was still another 50 m on.

But, hey, it’s not a problem. What’s
so bad about an extra 50 m. Filled with
courage we immediately set off on the
final push.

I didn’t even want to take a break,

I could do this, the destination was just
up ahead. Initially, I counted the steps
as we progressed. There was still no sign
of the vantage point after fifty steps. But
I wasn't worried, because I knew a step
measures less than 1 metre when you're
clambering and climbing over rocks.

But after yet another 50 steps, there
was still no lookout point in sight.

How was this possible? Surely, we’d
gone more than 50 m by now? We
continued, ever onwards and upwards.

At 300 steps, I stopped counting and
voiced my displeasure at the audacity to
erect a sign that claims it’'s 50 m, when
it’s clearly not the case. Eventually, in
the distance, we saw a wooden deck
overlooking the sea. This was finally it.
We had made it!

We gulped down another cool drink
and took another batch of pics of the
stunning views. Our annoyance about the
additional 50 m was all but forgotten.

AFTER A SHORT break, we headed

back down. The descent was not too
demanding. Back at the bench and the
offending sign, we paused again for a
break. I scrutinised the sign and noticed
that other hikers had similar frustrations
about the 50 m claim. Someone had
wittily scratched a zero after the 50. Yes,
500 m feels closer to the truth. But then

I saw that someone also added a five in
front of the original five - it read 5 500 m!

And would you believe it, someone
pushed the joke by adding a nine ahead
of the first five. Clearly, that “50 m” felt
like an eternity for some people who
suffered before us.

Suddenly, I found the whole affair
hilarious. I laughed about the misery
this 50 m sign caused. It may have been
tedious, but it was also funny.

And all I managed to say was: “Oh yes,
so it bloody well goes!” o
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WACKY WHEELS

you do when it’s not exactly howwyo

from Durbanville took matters |nto
_ i e

I’'ve been camping with my 1970 Roamer
Rand Vagabond caravan for about five
years, after picking it up for R10 000.

But I realised that the extra-large original
hinges were not only very difficult to handle but
somewhat dangerous as well, so I decided to
make them a little smaller, and raise the walls
by 500 mm.

I replaced the three-quarter bed with a king-
size one and lined the raw fibreglass walls
with plywood. The modifications added about
another R10 000 to the Vagabond’s overall cost.

Making the improvements has been
a wonderful experience and I have many other
plans. With a bit more money, I would probably
have a new tent made, with larger windows
throughout, and then also add beefier tyres so
we can venture off the beaten track.

Thus far, the Vagabond has lived up to
my expectations, and I've only recently had
a dent on the side repaired and taken it in
for a thorough service.

I tow the caravan with a 2003 Mitsubishi Colt
Clubcab 2.8 TDi and my favourite place to camp
is the Riverside Resort at Little Brak River near
Mossel Bay. It has everything that a caravan
park should, complete with spacious stands,
rules, a river right alongside it, a swimming
pool, tennis court, putt-putt course, and indoor
games including table tennis and pool tables.
There’s also a restaurant and there are safe
cycling routes in the vicinity - and did
I mention that it’s close to the sea?

Have you spotted
any whacky wheels
on your travels? Tell
us aboutitand send a
photo to “f drivecamp@
gomag.co.za or go! Drive
& Camp, PO Box 740,
Cape Town, 8000. ©
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Prcturssfonustratonpurposesondy

Contact Ryan at Halfway Toyota Fourways on offroadahalfway4ways.co.za (for Gauteng regions),
Daan at Halfway Toyota George on sales7 ahalfwaygeorge.co.za (for Garden Route region)
or Gerald on gerald ahalfway.ws (for KZN regions) to book a FREE 4x4 Driver Training Course and enquire on the cost
to do a 2 day 4x4 D:iver Accreditation Course, Unit Sta_hndard’s 254135 & 254154.

= L
3 2

— = =
— r Ny
-0
. .

i

~—

Think Toyota. Think Halfway Toyota. X . '
Halfway Toyota George: Tel: 044 802 8200 Halfway Toyota Fourways: Tel: 011 317 8888
a Halfway Toyota Honeydew: Tel: 011 801 6500 Halfway Toyota Howick: Tel: 033 330 2175
w Halfway Toyota Ottery: Tel: 021 703 9174 Halfway Malanda Toyota: Tel: 039 973 2022
\ Halfway Toyota Shelly Beach: Tel: 039 315 3000 Halfway Toyota Chobe: Tel: 00267 625 0772
a Halfway Toyota Scottburgh: Tel: 039 978 7500 Halfway Toyota Ngami: Tel: 00267 686 0252

www.halfwaytoyota.com

ﬂ %) visit the Halfway Toyota Group Facebook page and follow us on Instagram at @Halfwaygroup T&Cs apply



