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Toplac

Great works of art stand the test of time and Toplac’s range of high-performance
colours have been admired on boats for years.

With a rich colour that stays glossy over time, Toplac® is your trusted solution when
you want to achieve a high-quality topcoat finish yourself.

Whether you're new or experienced in boat maintenance, the easy-to-apply, silky
smooth flow means you can be sure of a superb result. So join the many boat owners
who chose Toplac and create your own masterpiece with confidence.

Toplace. Create your masterpiece.

Call our specialists now on 01489 77 50 62 or visit international-yachtpaint.com

n facebook.com/InternationalYachtPaint
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atching four TV
celebrities bash their
way along the Forth
and Clyde, Leeds &
Liverpool and the Grand Union, it’s
clear that they dodged a bullet.

Battered by storms Ciara and
Dennis, the network is now reeling in
the aftermath of truly Biblical
weather.

Response teams were swift to react
to make sites safe but now the CRT
faces a mammoth task and
announcements on reopening
schedules won’t be made for some
time.

Fortunately, it appears that the
damage is not as widespread as four
years ago and did not bring as much
flooding as feared. But funds will be
required — early estimates put the bill
between £4-5m.

All eyes will be on the skies as we
prepare to return to the water and we
aim to keep you up to date with repair
plans.

On a lighter note, one of the boating
stars was Pete Waterman, who
dropped in on Tim Coghlan at
Braunston Marina as part of the C5
series. He’ll return in June to open
the Historic Narrowboat Rally &
Canal Festival. Well, with a surname

like that...

Cligs 169

Meet the Canal Boat team

Pete Waterman with Tim Coghlan at Braunston

Christopher
McGine

A writer for 35
years, he fell in love
with the waterways
after living near the
Canal du Midi

canalboat.co.uk

Adam

Porter

A journalist in print
and broadcast

for some 25 years
and a boater for
almost as long

Tony
Brooks

What he doesn’t
know about
canal boats

just isn't worth
knowing

Marine/aviation
stills and video
photographer and
CAA-approved
drone pilot but still
won't do weddings

Martin
Ludgate

Our Deputy Ed
is quite simply a
guru on all things
connected with
our canals

Melissa Andy Summers
Blease Our Canal Boat
With skills in designer is a keen
creative cuisine, | anglerand loves
our writer is the | life by the banks
perfect ally in of our wonderful
the galley canals

Canal Boat April 2020 3



What's in your April issue of Canal Boat?

5 APRIL 0%

-_ ' THE COVER

ONTHE COVER @

CRUISE GUIDE

Enjoy a FREE issue trial of our digital edition
Subscribe to the digital edition today on your device and
also enjoy the back issue archive. Available from:

L4 Download on the GET IT ON

) App Store P> Google

4 April 2020 Canal Boat

ON‘THE COVER

ONTHECOVER®

FEATURES

2 BOAT TEST: KNIGHTS
NARROWBOATS @
Arare example of a specboat that
isn't a 58-footer or thereabouts,

this 65ft standard layout
semi-trad has astory behindit...

37LIVEABOARD
What makes a great boater

town? Young liveaboard Emma
reckons Nantwich onthe Shroppie
ticks alltheright boxes

4 WORK IN PROGRESS
We catch up with the
engineers working on two major
winter work projects onthe
Llangollen and Macclesfield canals

47CRUISE GUIDE: BCN
Following the ‘middle way'
through the Birmingham Canal

Navigations, via the underused
Walsalland Tame Valley canals

57D ECK CRAFT
She's already made toys for

liveaboard dogs; now it's cats

6 GRAPHIC NOVEL
William and Michelle gave
up their land jobs and moved
aboard to become a floating vinyl
signwriting graphics company

66 SMOKE ON THE
WATER

Theimportance of fitting a smoke
alarmon your boat

REGULARS

03 EDITORIAL

Asthey struggle under
theimpact of storms Ciara and
Dennis, the waterways have a

new celebrity ally inthe form of
Pete Waterman

O NEWS
How badis theimpact on

the Pennine Waterways fromthe
stormdamage? Willnew funding
save the Scottish canals? And
who are the new boating
representatives on CRT Council?

17L ETTERS
Arethe canalrestorers

going about it theright way?
Do we need Toddbrook dam?

canalboat,co.uk



CONTENTS

18VOLUNTEERS

Our round-up of theInland
Waterways Association’s
volunteer working parties

ZOME AND MY BOATS
Australians Steven and
Carolynbuy anarrowboat on the

English canals:is the weather
better thanback home?

6 OWILD LIFE
Which will comeinto leaf

first - the oak or the ash? There'sa
traditional saying about that

6lBOATERS BREAK
Rooftop Gardening, the Big
Sky stargazing column. and our
cunning acrostic puzzle

BACK CABIN

7 TECHNICAL

Buying aboat: what tolook
for, what decisions to make, how
toavoidthe pitfallsand more

7 ASK THE EXPERTS
Tracking down BMC

engine parts, inverter types, and

advice onbattery chargingissues

canalboat.co.uk

8 GALLEY GRUB

"Curry needn't be
complicated," reassures Melissa
as she cooks up a spicy one

84 BUYING USED BOATS
A variety of secondhand
craft for sale, from cruiser stern

ex-hireboat to fully trad (complete
with boatman'’s cabin) inlengths

THIS MONTH’S

from 40ft to 70ft and allbudgets COVER:
This month’s Boat Test
20 QUESTIONS boat by Knights
) ; Narrowboats,
Michelle Dunsmuir, new
photographed by
generalmanager at waterways Andy R Annable

breakdownandrecovery
specialists River Canal Rescue,
answers the questions

500

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

and never miss an issue

CONTACT US:
@ EDITORIAL: 01242 264767 ADVERTISING: 01934 422559
(@ EMAIL: editor@canalboat.co.uk

@ WEBSITE: canalboat.co.uk
DX WRITE: Canal Boat Magazine, Archant Specialist,
Cumberland House, 3 Oriel Road, Cheltenham GL50 1BB

o ]

CanalBoat

Canal Boat Magazine, Archant Specialist
Cumberland House, 3 OrielRoad,
Cheltenham, GL50 1BB

EDITORIAL

Editorin chief Dom Holtam

Editor Christopher McGine
Deputy Editor Martin Ludgate
Technical Consultant Tony Brooks
Designer Andy Summers

Email: editor@canalboat.co.uk
Web: canalboat.co.uk

Editorial: 01242 264767

ADVERTISING

Team Sales Manager
BenjaminJones Tel: 01934 422559
benjamin.jones@archant.co.uk
Senior Account Manager

Emily Randle Tel: 01934 422559
emily.randle@archant.co.uk

Classified Advertising
ads@canalboat.co.uk
Office Manager Sharon Wells

PUBLISHING
Executive Director (Magazines)
Peter Timperley

PRODUCTION

Publishing Production Manager
Kevin Shelcott

Production Team Leader
Mikey Godden

Reprographics Manager

Neil Puttnam

Creative Designers

Andy Crafter and Brendan Allis
Printing

William Gibbons Ltd, Willenhall,
WV13 3XT

Distribution

Seymour, London, W1T 3EX

Subscriptions and back issues enquiries
01858 438840 (UK) +0044 1858 438
840 (Overseas)
archantspec@subscription.co.uk

© Canal Boat 2020. The world copyright
of the editorial matter, bothillustration
andtext,is strictly reserved. Readers are
welcome to submit articles and
photographs for publication. While the
publishers will take every care with such
submissions, they reserve theright to
amend them and cannot accept
responsibility for any loss. Unless
previously agreed, any submissions
published will be paid for at our normal
rates

ISSN1362-0312

ARCHANT}

facebook.com/canalboat

(follow u

twitter.com/canal_boat

CanalBoatandits journalists are committed
to abiding by the Society of Editors Code of
Practice.If youhaveacomplaint which can't
beresolvedby Canal Boat Editor Chris
McGine (christopher.mcgine@archant.
co.uk) please contact the Independent
Press Standards Organisation, c/o Halton
House, 20-23 Holborn, London, EC12JD, or
via complaints@ipso.co.uk. More
information about IPSO andits regulations
canbefoundatipso.co.uk

Canal Boat April 2020 5



Tellus your news editor@canalboat.co.uk

Your monthly feast of all the gossip
and news from the waterways of
Great Britain and beyond
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NEWS

Storms hit Pennine routes

Storms Ciara and Dennis have made
themselves felt on the north of England’s
canals and rivers, with the Rochdale Canal
and Calder & Hebble Navigation bearing
the brunt of the impact — and no firm news
expected for some time on when they will
reopen.

Although there have been problems
across large parts of the network, in most
areas this has largely been limited to
wind-blown trees (plus a building roof
which landed on Perry Barr Locks on the
BCN) and high water levels closing river
navigations (and in some cases such as the
Severn and Soar, damage might not be
apparent until the floods recede). But as in
the 2015-16 floods, it has been the two
waterways which form the route through
the Calder valley in West Yorkshire which
have suffered serious damage to the fabric
of the navigations (not to mention to a
number of boats beached by the floods)
from the waters of the swollen Calder.

Canal Boat spoke to David Baldacchino,
CRT Head of Safety & Operations Support,
who confirmed that the major issues
involved three sites:
¢ Figure of Three Locks, Calder & Hebble

Navigation. Here, flood water has

washed out almost almost the entire

lockside behind one of the lock chamber
walls — as well as filling much of the
chamber with material carried by the
floods. The lock wall itself is still
standing, but how much of it will need to
be taken down and rebuilt is not yet

clear, and until it can be examined more
closely Mr Baldacchino can only say that
it seems likely that it will take “a number
of months” to repair.

White Lee culvert, Mytholmroyd,
Rochdale Canal. A culvert carrying a
stream under the canal “blew up” into the
canal as a result of pressure from the
swollen waters of the stream, and when
levels receded the canal emptied into the
damaged culvert, which will need to be
rebuilt.

Between Locks 15 and 16, east of
Todmorden. A length of towpath, which
in this area forms a narrow causeway
with the canal on one side and the river
and floodplain on the other, has been
damaged by the river. Although this only
affects the ‘back’ of the path, and the
canal side is sound, it will need
rebuilding and the canal water has been
lowered as a precaution. These two
problems on the Rochdale are also likely
to take quite some months to repair.
Elsewhere erosion and cracking of the
towpath, damage to the washwalls (canal
side walls), and large amounts of silt and
rubble deposited have affected both
waterways at various places along the
Calder Valley.

We asked Mr Baldacchino how the
damage compared to the floods of four
years earlier. His response was that the
damage appeared less severe - and indeed
not quite as bad as had been anticipated at
one point, as Storm Dennis didn’t bring

quite as much flooding to this area as had
been feared. And regarding how well the
repair work following the earlier floods
had stood up, he replied that sadly some
will need to be redone — and
unfortunately, there was some work
actually in hand which could have helped
reduce the damage this time.

It would, he added, be “a balancing
act” given the available funds to decide
what should be repaired to the same
standard, and what should be more
heavily reinforced.

And on the subject of available funds,te
suggests that it might cost £4-5m to
repair the damage this time.

Then there will be the impact of any
maintenance work elsewhere which needs
to be deferred to spare the funds and
resources; the effect on any scheduled
maintenance delayed by floods; and the
level of collaboration achieved with other
bodies such as Calderdale Council to
ensure that the waterways are properly
considered in flood plans.

As we went to press, CRT was still in
the very early stages of moving on from
the initial response (and Mr
Baldacchino paid tribute to the Trust’s
response teams for getting out there
and making the sites safe) and into
planning for repairs — and meantime
the weather remained very unsettled.
We hope to bring you an update with
more definite information on repair
plans in the next issue.

i~~9 ANGLIAN RIVERS

ANGLIAN BOATERS FINED

Recent recovery of unpaid boat
registration fees through the

courts has brought the total
recovered by the Environment
Agency inthe 2019-20 financial
year toalmost £100,000. The EA
is the navigation authority for a

6 April 2020 Canal Boat

number of riversincluding the
Thames and Medway, but the
recent nine court casesrelate to
its Anglianrivers, Nene, Great
Ouse and tributaries, where the
Agency has been cracking down
onboaters not registering their

rivers).

craft (similar to licensing, and
required for all craft kept on the

Two boaters from Bedford
were ordered to pay £1,149.24 and at Oundle Marina on the Nene also
£1,014.24 in fines, costs, victim
surcharges and unpaid fees after

pleading guilty to keeping
unregistered craft at the Great
Ouse's Priory Marina, while two
boaters with unregistered vessels

had to pay up. Altogether there
were nine prosecutions.

canalboat,co.uk



tevd ANDERTON LIFT

Lift doors open...

Visitors are pictured inspecting the
machinery deck at the top of the Anderton
Lift, as the unique structure opened its
doors during one of the Canal & River
Trust’s series of public open days
showcasing winter maintenance work
under way.

On a Saturday in February, more than
2,000 people took advantage of the
opportunity to explore the lift including a
rare chance to climb down underneath the
caissons which raise and lower boats 50ft

CANAL BOAT NEWS
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between the River Weaver and the Trent &
Mersey Canal, during a family day of free
activities.

Sadly the arrival of Storm Ciara put paid
to plans for a second day on the Sunday,
while Storm Dennis put the kybosh on the
first of a series of planned open weekends

and children’s activities at Foxton staircase

Locks in Leicestershire the following
weekend; however the remaining Foxton
weekends up to 7-8 March were still on
schedule as we went to press.

‘Improper mooring’ targeted

As promised by the Canal & River Trust last

year, ‘improper mooring” has now joined

non-compliant continuous cruising as the

target of an enforcement process which

could ultimately lead to boaters having to

leave the waterways if they fail to comply.
Improper mooring covers a multitude of

sins including tying up:

* Onalocklanding

* On a water point while not using it

* In a way that obstructs navigation

* Near a weir

¢ On a canoe launching place

* Opposite a turning point

* On a sharp bend

canalboat.co.uk

CRT’s Matthew Symonds said that “much of
the time a boater may not realise that the
way they’re moored may be causing a
problem”, so the first step will be a “polite
reminder” in the form of a letter and
explanatory mooring booklet sent to the
licence holder. However if boaters don’t
mend their ways this will be followed by a
formal reminder, a final warning, and a
notice suspending the boat’s licence and
instructing the boater to move to a specified
location while an investigation concludes
whether to terminate the licence — which
would mean them having to sell their boat
or move off CRT’s waters.

revy LLANGOLLEN CANAL

HURLESTON
WIDENING ON TRACK

The Llangollen Canal's Hurleston Bottom
Lock is pictured (below) with work to rebuild
onelock wallunder way, as the Canal &River
Trust's winter work programme aims for
completion on or near the target of 13 March -
barring any further weather-related delays.

The Hurleston work aims to cure problems
with wallmovement inrecent years which
has narrowed the chamber to the point where
boats were getting stuck.

Meanwhile several stoppages have been
delayed as aresult of the storms - for example
works on the Lune Aqueduct have been
extended to 9 April, while the Sheffield Canal
will not reopen until 31March. However as
we went to press, barring any further serious
‘weather events' CRT believed most major
works were on track for completion.

Canal Boat visited the Hurleston site
and also an embankment lining project at
Bollington on the Macclesfield to check up on
progress: see our feature on page 42.

Hurleston lock wall being rebuilt in concrete
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CRICK MARINA,
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BOATS AT THE CRICK BOAT SHOW

Whether you are looking for an investment in one of our Sailaway
ranges or a live aboard - with ten boats on show, we have
a boat to meet your expectations.

Come and visit the COLLINGWOOD HOSPITALITY TENT for
refreshments where you’ll find our agents Narrowboats Ltd and
the New & Used Boat Company
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Change at the top...

The election of two liveaboard
boaters, an active boat club
member and boat handling
trainer, and the owner of the same
boat for almost half a century,
have ensured that boater
representation on the Canal &
River Trust’s governing body will

cover a wide spectrum of boating .

backgrounds and interests for the
next four years.

The successful candidates in
the elections for the four
representatives of private boating
on the charity’s Council are:
 Tim Allen, active member of a
boat club, with charity
experience outside of the
waterways, and also an RYA
trainer (using his boat under a
roving trader licence), as well
as a member of the Royal
Yachting Association’s inland
navigation panel, in a position
to help to influence all
navigation authorities, not just
CRT.

Helen Hutt, an experienced
liveaboard single-handed
narrowboater, with a mooring
on the Avon but navigating

..BUT NO CHANGE AT THE TOP HERE

The same two sites have
come top in the annual
Canal &River Trust
Annual Lockage Report,
showing that the Oxford
and Llangollen canals
retain their popularity
-but at the same time
thereport shows some
interesting trends.

Once againregular
winner Hillmorton Locks
on the north Oxford,
handy for numerous

A rare quiet moment at the canal system’s busiest locks, New Marton

most of the system. A council
member of the National
Association of Boat Owners
(and member of RBOA and
IWA), she says she will
campaign for better boater
facilities and improved
maintenance.

Dave Mendes da Costa, a
liveaboard narrowboater who
has chaired the London Branch
of the National Bargee
Travellers Association, helping
to set up the Lea Boaters
Collective which challenged the
authorities’ handling of a major
oil spill; he says he will
challenge the reduction of CRT
staff with knowledge and
experience.

Phil Prettyman, the only
representative who stood for
re-election, who has owned a
camping narrowboat since
1972. Involved in negotiations
on issues such as dredging, he
sees hisrole on CRT
Appointments Committee as
being to look for genuine
enthusiasm for waterways, and
has encouraged staff and

trustees to get on the water.

Although the ‘turnout’ of 2,556
voters showed a modest increase
from 1860 last time, it was still
low compared to the 7,556 who
voted in the first CRT elections
in 2012, and compared with
the total of something in the
region of 30,000 eligble to
vote.

Elections were also held for
representatives of volunteering
(existing member Ian McCarthy
was re-elected alongside new
member David Williams); CRT
staff (John Ellis was elected);
and business boating (Heather
Duncan of family business Union
Canal Carriers and head of ABC
Leisure Carl Onens were
elected).

Finally Stella Ridgway, former
NABO Chair (and a current
council member representing
private boating), was elected
unopposed to represent the
Friends of CRT, the other
candidate in the rescheduled
election having withdrawn.

The new council meets for the
first time in March.

marinas and featuring in
two cruising rings, came
top with 8,362 operations
in2019.

But that's for a pair of
side-by-sidelocks; the
busiestindividual lock
was at New Marton on the
Llangollen Canal, operated
7,71times.

However both of these
declined since 2018,
and perhaps Lock 4 at

canalboat.co.uk

Cholmondeston, in third
place with 7,545, could
catchup next year.
Infact Cholmondeston,
on the Middlewich
Arm of the Shropshire
Union, was one of afew
placesinthe north west
which saw a ‘bounce
back’ after reopenings
following long-term
closures for repairs at
the Middlewich breach

and Marple Locks.
Therest of the
network, in contrast, saw
aslight decline (some of
it due torestrictions due
to water shortage), with
anumber of waterways
recording drops of
between 5 percent and
10 percent, allregions
except the north west
seeing atleast a small
fall, and overall, national

totallockage falling 16
percent. And finally, for
those wanting quiet
boating it seems that the
Pennines (particularly
the Rochdale and
Huddersfield),
Pocklington,
Chesterfield and
northern BCN are the
places to go, with many
figures of under 500
lockages.

TOW

PATH

Showcasing
restoration

Last year's canalresto-
ration showcasehosted
by historic Manchester
Ship Canal steamer
Daniel Adamsonin Liv-
erpoolis toberepeated
on 22-23 August, but
with the Damy moored
at the Anderton Lift.
Once againit will feature
displays and talks by
restoration groups
from the north western
quarter of the country,
butin additiontolast
year's projects (which
included the Lancaster.
Montgomery, Shrews-
bury & Newport and
Runcorn Locks), there
willbe new appear-
ances by the Stafford,
Uttoxeter, Burslem, Hol-
linwood, Stockport and
Plas Kyanston schemes.

Tim & Pru
retire

Actors Timothy West
and Prunella Scales,
the couple who have
presentedthe TV series
Great CanalJourneys
since 2014, have an-
nounced their retire-
ment amid her continu-
ing battle with dementia.
They filmed their final
episode last year, and
have given their best
wishes to new present-
ers SheliaHancock and
Gyles Brandeth.

Boost for
President

The appeal by the
Friends of President to
raise £80,000 toreplace
the historic steam
working narrowboat
has beenboosted by
£20,000 from Braun-
stonMarina, matching
asimilar sum fromthe
boat's owners the Black
Country Living Museum.
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From hull only to fully fitted narrow & wide beam boats built to your own design
571t cruiser hull only £18,500 inc VAT or fully fitted only £89,500 inc VAT

57x12ft cruiser hull only £36,500 inc VAT or fully fitted only £120,500 inc VAT
Aintree Beetle range 25ft-40ft. Prices from £34,550 - £54,950 inc VAT

WORKING TOGETHER TO BUILD YOUR DREAM

www.aintreeboats.co.uk

f @ 0151 523 9000 | info@aintreeboats.co.uk | Units 14-16, Brookfield Trading Estate, Brookfield Drive, Aintree, Liverpool L9 7AS y

7 Jouell VOLUNTEER WITH US

ASSOCIATION

If you enjoy and love your local waterways then you can help
us make a big difference. Volunteer from the comfort of
your home or get outdoors and join a work party.

Together we can restore more canals to their
former glory and improve our navigable
canals and rivers to keep them

special for generations

to come.

WATERWAYS.ORG.UK/VOLUNTEER

ered office: Island House, Moor Road, Chesham HP5 IWA.

The Inland Waterways Association is a non-profit distributing company limited by tee. Company re ion number 6 Charity registration number 2
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=) SCOTTISHCANALS |
Major funding boost for Scots waterways

The annual grant from the
Scottish Government to Scottish
Canals has been boosted by an
increase of £8.2m for the 2020-21
financial year, raising the total
by more than 50 percent from
£15m to £23.2m, and potentially
putting the system back on track
in terms of the additional
funding requirements identified
in a 2018 report.

The news follows a worrying
couple of years especially for the
Lowland (Forth & Clyde and
Union) canals, which were hit by
a serious of liftbridge failures
that cut the coast-to-coast route
in three places as well as cutting
off the Edinburgh terminus, with
no cash available to replace the
unsafe mechanisms. Following
campaigning by waterways
organisations and businesses the
Scottish Government took

action, with three tranches of
extra money totalling over £7m
awarded in the second half of
2018, enabling reopening of the
bridges plus other overdue
engineering work and investment
in new equipment. However at the
same time an Asset Management
report gave a stark warning that
without something like £6m extra
every year, the system would
continue to deteriorate and for
some section, permanent closure
was on the cards.

The newly announced increase,
if sustained in following years
(and there’s no guarantee that it
will be, unlike the Canal & River
Trust’s 15-year contract, where
the main concern is what might
happen after it ends in 2027)
could stave off these fears. The
Scottish Government said it
would “ensure that regeneration

FENFEES ON THE WAY

As we went to press, the
introduction of licences and
fees onthe Middle Level
Navigations, the system

of Fenland drainage and
navigation channels linking the

Great Ouse and Nene, was still
planned for this year.

The waterways have up until
now been free to navigate,
with no licences and no
requirement for insurance
or a Boat Safety Scheme

canalboat.co.uk

certificate, but following the
passing of an Act of Parliament
allowing their introduction all
of these are to be brought in
by new bylaws created by the
Middle Level Commissioners.
They are set to come into
effect fromthe 1April 2020
to 31March 2021 year, with
the MLC contacting individual
boat owners during February.
Fees will be broadly similar

to Environment Agency

and sustainability work
continues apace”, citing recent
large-scale renewals and
rebuilding work on the
Caledonian and Union canals,
while SC Chief Executive
Catherine Topley added that she
was “excited to be at the helm of
what is sure to be a period of
continued transformation and
success”, and SC Chairman
Andrew Thin promised that a
priority would be to work
together with other public,
private and charity bodies to
share ideas about protecting
Scotland’s canals for the future.

A three-year plan due out the
start of the new financial year
will “outline Scottish Canals’
strategic priorities and vision”
and could give some more
clarity on how that future is
likely to pan out.

registration fees on the Nene
and Great Ouse, but witha 15
percent discount for the first
year, and with no requirement
for a BSC certificate during the
first year.

The Commissioners say that
they will work with the EA to
make licensing as simple and
straightforward as possible
for those using the network to
transit between the Nene and
Great Ouse.

TOW

PATH

Backing for
Monty funding
Localpoliticians are
backing abid for resto-
ration funding for the
Montgomery Canal from
the Mid Wales Growth
Dealfund. The Govern-
ment has pledged £55m
tothefunding pot,
whichitis hoped that
the Welsh Assembly will
match. Conservative MP
Craig Williams and As-
sembly Member Russell
George are backing abid
for the canal'sreopen-
ing tobeincludedin
projects supporte by the
Fund, having met with
Montgomery Water-
way Restoration Trust
leading members John
Dodwelland Michael
Limbrey.

Shroppie
marina?

A proposalto buildanew
marina at Market Dray-
tononthe Shropshire
Union Canalhas been
includedin Shropshire
Council's ‘place plan' for
the town. Theidea, pro-
posedinthe pastaspart
of adevopment of 300-
400 houses alongside

a 300 berthmooring
basin, was described as
“phenomenal’ by local
councillor Mark Whittle,
who saidit would bring
dozens of jobs to the
town.

Boater for CRT
London role
Liveaboardboater Sarah
Leeisthe Canal &River
Trust'snew London

& South East Region
boating and customer
service manager. She
takes over from Sorwar
Ahmed, who, after

Six years,moves on
tointerim community
engagement manager.
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IWA meets new MPs...

The Inland Waterways Association’s
new national Chairman Paul Rodgers
is pictured discussing the waterways
network with Rosie Winterton, MP for
Doncaster Central, at a parliamentary
reception held to brief MPs in the new
Parliament and members of the House
of Lords about the waterways - and to
encourage them to join the All Party
Parliamentary Group for Waterways
(APPGW).

Hot topics for IWA included the
need to ensure that public funding
continues when the 15-year Canal &
River Trust contract ends in 2027, and
issues of heritage, sustainability,
restoration and regeneration.

Altogether 60 people attended, and
anumber showed an interest in joining
the APPGW, which forms a useful
resource for communication between
Parliament and other bodies on the
subject of the waterways (and for
which IWA provides the secretarial
support), but according to
parliamentary procedures must be
re-constituted after each General
Election.

OF BRITAIN

..AWARDS ITS FIRST WATERWAYS IN PROGRESS GRANT...

The Ashby Canal Trust's project to restore
the derelict northernreaches of the canal
has been awarded £10,000 by the Inland
Waterways Association, as the first of

four schemes sharing the £100,000 IWA
Waterways in Progress Award.

The grant takes its name from areport
published by IWA, highlighting how canal
restoration projects whose timescales may
runinto decades can deliver benefits right
from the start (for example by channelling

local regeneration, preserving heritage or
helping communities) while not losing sight of
the long-term objective of opening the canal
-indeed, these short-term gains can help
build partnerships which keep things moving
forward. The grants are therefore specifically
for projects which facilitate wider benefits
in the short term, to bring in support for full
reopening in due course.

Inthe case of the Ashby, this is the Ashby
Canal Trail which — thanks to the IWA grant

Response on clean air shake-up

The Inland Waterways Association has
replied to the Government’s Call for
Evidence on Air Pollutant Emissions from
Domestic Vessels and Inland Waterways
—which seeks to gauge the issues of
engine exhausts and other emissions (in
the context of the Government target of
being ‘net zero’ on greenhouse gases by
2050), what barriers there are in the way
of emissions reduction, and how these
might be mitigated.

IWA’s response is that while emissions
from inland boats are relatively small
(and mainly from high speed craft) they
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will become more significant as pollution
from roads is cut, and that stoves and
engines used for generation are
particularly affecting some areas (such as
London and Oxford). IWA therefore
supports more charging points to (it sees
the lack of these as a main barrier to
mitigation of emissions — along with the
long life of canal boats meaning that
gradual wholesale replacement of craft
over the years with less polluting ones is
far less practicable than with road
vehicles), and more Government research
into alternative fuels such as

— willnow create a safe pathway from the
current limit of the main navigable length at
Snarestone to the next restoration objective
of Measham. Opening the route (which
follows part of the original canal line plus a
diversion viaan old railway) to walkers will
provide benefits for local people and form a
first step towards opening the canal.

The remaining three projects to benefit

from the IWA award were still to be
announced as we went to press.

combinations of electric, solar, hybrid,
hydrogen, and ground source heat pumps
- together with the development of the
necessary refuelling infrastructure..

IWA also proposes more incentives
(such as licence discounts) for electric
boats, feels that a solution to the ‘chicken
and egg’ situation regarding fuelling
might be to begin with hire fleets (such as
the electric ones on the Monmouthshire &
Brecon) and believes more research is
needed into biodiesel, hydrogen
conversion, battery power and wind
generation.

canalboat,co.uk
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Bruce Napier R.I.P.

One of the founders of the
Braidbar Owners’ Group, Bruce
Napier, has died, almost exactly
a year after becoming ill with
what was later diagnosed as
cancer.

Having had shares in two
boats, Bruce and his wife,
Sheila, had their first boat built
in the winter of 2003-4 by
Braidbar Boats — after he’d
retired early from his job as a
clinical psychologist. They
lived on Sanity for six years,
before having Sanity Again
built — another Braidbar, but
longer.

Bruce was an enthusiastic
supporter of Braidbar Boats,
setting up the Owners’ Group,
helping to organise owners’
days and open days at the yard
in Cheshire, and marshalling
volunteers to help out at the
Crick Boat Show. The former
owner of Braidbar, Peter Mason,
said alove of boating ran
through Bruce’s veins; the
current owners, James Attwood
and Donna Hitchen said he had
a cheeky humour and extensive
knowledge.

Bruce and Sheila also
volunteered at many IWA

Bruce Napier

National Festivals and
Canalway Cavalcades at Little
Venice. They also showed their
extensive knowledge by
routinely winning Canal Boat’s
Christmas Quiz.

Bruce leaves his wife, Sheila,
two children, and two
grandchildren.

HS2 WATERWAYS CAMPAIGN GOES ON

Althoughthere have the Government to
already been changes to changetheroute of a
the plans for the HS2 high spur railway line near

speedrailway toreduceits
impact on the canals, the
Inland Waterways
Association has vowed to

campaign to protect the Cruising Cluband

waterwaysfromtheworst  Lichfield & Hatherton

effects of its construction Canals Restoration moorings and original
and operation" following Trust to secure Lichfield canalline.
the Government's agreement that HS2 However IWA s still

Lichfield to avoid two
crossings of the Trent &
Mersey Canalnear
Fradley Junction
"‘continue our decade-long ¢ Working with Lichfield

One of HS2's future impacts on the canals near Crewe

phases of the railway
which will affect 16
waterwaysin 22 locations

announcement that it will
go ahead.

Changes already
introducedinclude:
* IWAhelping persuade

will create anew canal
restorationroute and
mooring basin when
railway construction
impacts the Club

concerned at theimpact
on the quiet Oxford Canal
summit, the Trent &
Mersey at Great
Haywood, and the later

including the Trent &
Mersey north of
Middlewich, and the Ashby
and Chesterfield
restoration schemes.

NG REGENT'CANAL
HAPPY BIRTHDAY, LONDON'S CANAL!

Exactly 200 years ago
this year, London's
Regent's Canal opened
-andthe London Canal
Museum and other
organisationsin the
capital are making sure
that the anniversary
of the eight-mile
waterway linking Little
Venice to Limehouse
Basin is appropriately
marked, with a series
of events throughout
2020.

These began with an

canalboat.co.uk

entertainingillustrated
talk at the Museum
by Lester Hillman
which managed to
link the canal with
various important
figures from history,
the non-existent
Canals of Mars, and
atable ornament at
the dinner celebrating
the Regency of
Prince George!
Forthcoming events
include atemporary
exhibition at the

Museum running from
May to August, two
exhibitions at Tower
Hamlet Archives on
the subject of the
East End canals, a
guided towpath walk

highlighting the canal's

historic features,
aphotographic
competition run by
the museum, an East
End Canal Festival at
Mile End promoted
by Regent's Canal
Heritage on 1August,

and abook East End
Canal Tales - see
review on page 14.

The anniversary will
also be the theme of
this year's Canalway
Cavalcade, the popular
annual festival at Little
Venice organised by
the Inland Waterways
Association.

For details of events
and activities run at or
by the museum, see
canalmuseum.org.uk/
whatson

TOW

PATH

The Crick
feelgood factor
Sunday night headliners
inthe entertainments
marquee at the Crick
Boat Show this year
have been confirmed
as veteranrockers
Doctor Feelgood. They
willbe joined onthe
show entertainments
billby Queentribute
bandMercury onthe
Saturday evening and
13 other acts enter-
taining the visitors all
weekend. Show tickets
have already gone on
sale, withreductions for
advance bookings - see
crickboatshow..com. We
willbe previewing the
show innext month's
Canal Boat.

T&M towpath
upgrade

The Canal &River Trust
has secured external
funding forimprovem-
ment of length of the
Trent & Mersey Canal
towpathin the Rugeley
area. The £437,240
project toupgrade the
length from Leathermill
Laneto the A51bridge
ontheRugeley Bypass
is supported by Staf-
fordshire Counciland
threelocal authorities.

Brum’s next
development
Birmingham's next big
canalsideregenera-
tion and development
schemehasbeen
given the go-ahead,
witha £165m project
approved which will
see 750 homes built on
derelict land bordered
by the BCN Soho Loop.
It follows on from
developments already
under way on the canal's
Icknield Port Loop.
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Tracking network’s otters

The CRT is carrying out the largest-ever
survey of the otter population in the West
Midlands after sightings of the protected
animals in the heart of Birmingham.

The survey will establish where otters,
once hunted to the brink of extinction, have
been making a surprising come-back. Initial
research suggests that the animals are
making use of the region’s canals for the first
time since the waterways were built.

Since the 1950s the number of otters on
Britain’s rivers has been in decline dueto a
combination of habitat loss, persecution and
the use of pesticides. Over recent years otter
numbers have been making a comeback due
to better water quality and efforts to improve
their habitats. There is now evidence of otter
territories being found in the heart of
Birmingham, in the canal near to
Brindleyplace.

Tom Wilding, environmental scientist for
the Canal & River Trust, said: “Our previous
survey helped us identify a number of otters
living across the West Midlands region using

Tellus your news editor@canalboat.co.uk

our canals. This year we are hoping to find
that these otters are still here and that we
have even more living along our waterways.”

REVIEWS:

The East End

Canal Tales

Sinceit opened exactly 200
years ago the Regent's Canal
has cut a path through London’s
East End. And as this book
published by the London Canal
Museum to mark the
anniversary shows, it has also
cut through a slice of East
London life - withits colourful
(and sometimes dubious)
characters and activities. Using
the collected memories of the
people who lived and worked
there, chapters cover life on the
canal - thelong-distance
narrowboats, thelocal lighter
traffic, the hazards such as
horses falling in the canal or

of trying to steer atowpath
tractor hauling abarge while
feeling your way alongina‘pea
souper' fog with one
outstretched hand on the wall

- and the canalside trades that
wereitslifeblood. These
included numerous gasworks
("gas workers are very rough
and drink like fishes" observed a
visitor in 1899), chemical works,
drug companies (Wenlock basin
was found to be full of medicine

14 April 2020 Canal Boat

bottles whenit was
finally dredgedin
the 1980s), timber
yards with their
attendant fire
hazards, foundries
and glue factories
-you could tell
where you were on
the canal, just from
the smells. And
then there was the life around
the canal - especially for
children, for whomit was an
added attraction that it was
officially ano-go area for most
of its life. Access was blocked
off by barbed wire, locked gates
and hoardings at bridges, so you
needed to know where you
could squeeze through the
railings to get to your unofficial
adventure playground and
swimming pool, at risk of
drowning or ‘catchingit'if your
parents found you'd been there.
It wasn't just the kids that got
up to things they shouldn't,
either - robbers would go over
the wall and use the towpath as
agetaway; barge steerers
would get abash onthe head as
they went through a bridge, and

have a few sacks of
coal missing when
they came to their
senses; stolen goods
(and occasionally
bodies) would be
dumped in the water;
and there's areport
of an18-year-old
prostitute plying her
trade by the cut with
"“avocabulary that would have
shocked a sergeant-major” and
who thought nothing of diving
into theicy water in January to
evade arrest. And there were
the war years, with everything
fromthe ‘'Idle Women' female
narrowboat crews to some of
the Dunkirk 'little ships' arriving
via the canal, the devastating
effects of the bombing on the
canalside industries (one
V-bomb hit a gasholder and set
fire to two million cubic feet of
gas), and the bravery of the
fire-watchers. The canal has
many tales to tell, and many of
them arein this book.

The East End Canal Tales,
Carolyn Clark, London Canal
Museum, canalmuseum.org.uk,
£9.95,978-1-5272-5407-7

AND FINALLY...

Canal campaigning takes many
forms, but one couple in Poland
appear to have found anew
one. Well, actually a new way of
campaigning against a canal.

There are controversial plans
for a short new canal cutting
through from the Vistula
Lagoon to the Black Sea: those
in favour (including the Polish
Government) say it's necessary
for waterborne trade and
national security, as the only
route now available goes
through a Russian enclave,
giving Russia control over
Poland's trade. But it will cause
serious harmto the
environment, say its opponents
including environmental
campaigners Mayra
Wojciechowicz and Rudolf
Robak. To mark St Valentine's
Day, in a scene reminiscent of
JohnLennon & Yoko Ono's
more famous 1969 bed-ins for
world peace, they setup a
double bed on the site of the (as
it were) canal bed, and held a
naked in-bed protest, complete
with “Make Love Not Canal”
posters.

canalboat,co.uk
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s~ | EISURE SERVICES R NAHH“WB“ATS
OUTSTANDING MARINE REPAIR BUSINESS THE BOAT BUILDING DIVISION OF
BASED AT HEYFORD FIELDS MARINA BOATING LEISURE SERVICES

Boating Leisure Services is based at bridge 34 of the Grand Union. Established in 1998 Designer and builder of bespoke Narrowboats and Widebeams.

Boating Leisure Services which is ran by Gary Manning & Dave Flower has been providing :
an excellent service to boaters carrying out mechanical and electrical repairs and service. We can also offer a range of bespoke sailaways.

We are Eberspacher accredited dealers, Victron trained installers and much more, Qur Crick wins are proof that we can guarantee your boat will

We can offer a superior blacking service and full boat yard facilities be built by time served craftsman
including fuel polishing and carpentry work.

Favourite Narrowboat Winner
at Crick 2019

WORKSHOP FACILITIES_ |F:our tir_rt!esti?n::r of Tel: 01604 833 599 | Mob: 07970 746156 AGENTS FOR
gl 1| ick Boat Show. Email: bIs@boatlnglelsureservices.com Ebempacm‘

BOAT BLACKING ] 2

ENGINE SERVICING = We apply the same level | { BRITISH
| of expert craftsmanship ST - RS MARINE

DIESEL HEATING Ea | to our workshop repairs . : L

CARPENTRY AND REFITS [¥] || and services.

DIESEL FUELLED CENTRAL HEATING

For narrowboats and other inland waterway craft

- .
A WORLD OF COMFORT #* Eberspdacher

ww;.'eperspacher.com — 01425 480151
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first year
fees**

Crick or
Cropredy

Take

alook
aroundooo &

With seven homes from home to choose from, We uphold the principal of “big enough to cope,
each with its individual character yet sharing our small enough to care” — a principal that has
family ethos, Castle is Britain’s most inclusive consistently earned us great compliments
marina group.

Our seven havens are based around Britain’s canal And with flexible berthing* allowing easy secure
heartland from Banbury to Huntingdon and north to touring, a first-year relocation allowance for new
Nottingham, jointly providing access to the majority customers**, and first rate facilities in all our marinas,
of Britain’s inland waterways. it’s definitely worth a look around.

We'd love you to see for yourself. Contact the managers of any of our marinas to
arrange a personal tour. Find out more at castlemarinas.co.uk

Your Castle is
your home
Buckden Crick Cropredy Kings Bromley Nottingham Castle Ventnor Wigrams Turn
01480 812660 01788 824034 01295 758911 01543 417209 0115 941 2672 01926 815023 01926 817175
* Flexible Berthing Scheme for all annual berth holders. You are entitled as **10% relocation allowance to NEW customers, at Crick or Cropredy marinas when
standard to 20 nights at other marinas in the group providing space is available. you sign up and pay in full for an annual berthing contract, commencing by

See T and C on our website. 1st July 2020. See T and C on our website.

iy Ny Ny
Castle Marinas

~—

from our customers.




Contact Editor, Canal Boat, Cumberland House,

3 Oriel Road, Cheltenham GL50 1BB

LETTERS that are kept short are more likely

to be published in full
Email

editor@canalboat.co.uk

River Thame:
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TELL US YOUR VIEWS AND YOU COULD

L1 TER

WIN A COLLINS NICHOLSON
WATERWAYS GUIDE OF YOUR CHOICE
With their detailed maps, they are an
essential part of planning your trips

Fears for wildlife on Lancaster?

Lancaster Canal Trust is laying almost
24,000 concrete blocks to hold down a
waterproof liner on a restored section of
canal, to extend the Stainton to
Crooklands section, owned by Canal &
River Trust. Canal builders used clay.

I asked Lancaster Trust if there has
been any ecological study on how
concrete blocks will affect wildlife. I
received no answer.

I contacted CRT to ask if were they
happy with blocks. I was told they would
look into it and reply. Despite reminders, I
received no reply.

Sir David Attenborough says it should
be resolved locally.

The Environment Agency is against
concrete blocks, which turn the water
alkaline, but “were not contacted, as this
is a man made structure”.

Inland Waterways Association and
several other organisations or groups

around 30 million years, and other small
animals are in decline.

Micro organisms in the Lancaster canal
are in decline and 50 percent of swans
have gone from a 15-mile stretch of the
Lancaster in the last three years.

This lack of interest causes great

produced no reply. Meanwhile, over 50
per cent of bumble bees and pollinators

have gone, wild birds and butterflies are
in decline. Dormice, which have been

ALBERT ADVICE

We have anarrow boat
based at Swanley Marina
ontheLlangollen Canal.
Later this year we would
like to gointo the Albert
Dock, Liverpool.

It sounds pretty

daunting and having no
friends who have doneit,
we are looking for advice
and guidance.

How easy isit?
We would love to make
contact with others who
have been.

Sue Wilshaw

canalboat.co.uk

concern and we must learn to live with
nature and stop giving them problems.

Frank Sanderson
Kendal

DON'T DROP RED DIESEL CAMPAIGN

Your February edition
included anarticle onlreland
going ‘white’, which
concluded with the phrase:
""the UK may not be far
behind".

Thearticlemissesa
fundamental point: Irelandis
part of the EU, the UK is not!
The British Government and
HMRC wantedtoretainthe
existing arrangements for
red diesel to be used by
pleasure craft,andit was only
the EU that wanted toimpose
anextratax.

My MP, who happens to be

theHome Secretary, has
assured me that the UK will
not be subjectedto the
rulings of the EU, so thereis
noreason to expect any
change.

The RYAis pressing
Government to avoid any
changes, but to ensure that all
MPs are aware of the
strength of feeling amongst
boaters, itis essential that all
readers write to their own MP,
and demand that red dieselis
retained for use by allboaters.

Simon Mitchell
Tiptree, Essex

WHY ISNOBODY
HAVING FUNON
WIDEBEAMS?

Widebeams seem to be more
popular than ever and having been
on them at Crick, | can appreciate
the amount of space they give.

| prefer the look of narrow beams
and on every boat we have hired
they always have room to seat
aminimum of four around the
dinette whichever styleis fitted.

Can you please explain why
every widebeam | have seenin
tests, adverts or been on at shows
only ever has seating for two
people usually at a breakfast bar.

Despite offering four permanent
beds thereis never a permanent
dinette or four chairs or stools!

Ina widebeam test you featured,
the couple had their two teenage
childrenliving onboard as well yet
only two stools featuredin the
photos.

What's going on here? Don't
people eat or entertain on their
widebeam despite having all that
space? Any ideas?

Peter Scott
Southampton

NEW WATER SOURCE?

Iread with interest your article
about the repairs to the Toddbrook
dam and have to ask the question
why rebuild@

At the timelast year | emailed
the CRT suggesting they remove
the dam and any futurerisk to
Whaley Bridge and install back
pumping from theriver Goyte at a
fraction of the cost. Perhaps this
solutionis too simple or just
commen sense.

davidrwood
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CALLING VOLUN'T

SUNDAY 5TH & TUESDAY
21st APRIL
IWA Northampton Branch

Fortnightly work party onthe
Northampton Arm to help maintain
the waterway following the
Branch's adoption of the
navigation. 10am-2pm. Work
usually includes a variety of tasks
such as painting, vegetation
clearance and litter picking.
Locationis dependent on work
completed at the previous work
party sois still to be confirmed. All
volunteers are welcome and should
wear sturdy shoes, old clothes, be
prepared for the weather and bring
apackedlunch.

For more information contact
Geoff Wood:
geoff.wood@waterways.org.uk

THURSDAY 9Th APRIL

IWA North Staffordshire & South
Cheshire Branch and Caldon &
Uttoxeter Canals Trust

Monthly work party on the
Uttoxeter Canal. 10am to 3pm.
Bridge 70, Crumpwood. No parking
available at site so please meet at
9.30am at Denstone Village Hall,
College Rd, Denstone, Uttoxeter,
Staffordshire ST14 5HR for alift, or
meet onsite at Bridge 70 at 10am
having made your own way on foot.
Please wear old clothes, stout
shoes and bring waterproofsanda
packed lunchif staying all day

For more information contact
Steve Wood:
steve.wood@waterways.org.uk
or 07976 805858

SUNDAY 12th APRIL —IWA
incolnshire Branch supporting
Sleaford Navigation Trust

Regular work parties on the second
Sunday of the month. Volunteers
carry out a variety of tasks to
maintain the navigable section of
the Sleaford Navigation at these
work parties. Dates are subject to
change
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IWA: Dates for your April diary

Contact Mel Sowerby

01522 856810 to confirm date and
location: workparty@
sleafordnavigation.co.uk

THURSDAY 16th APRIL

IWA North Staffordshire & South
Cheshire Branchand Trent &
Mersey Canal Society

Monthly work party on the
Cheshire Locks, Trent & Mersey
Canal.10am to 3pm. Meet at
Church Lawton flight, to re-furbish
thefour sets of locks in the flight,
starting at top Lock 49 - (Halls
Lock) - adoublelockin poor
condition. Meet at Cherry Tree
Avenue, Church Lawton ST7 3EL.
Please wear stout shoes, old
clothing and bring a waterproof. If
you are staying all day you may
also want to bring a packed lunch.
This work party is heldin
partnership with the Trent &
Mersey Canal Society.

Contact: John Lawson John.
lawson@waterways.org.uk;

or 07940 878923.

SATURDAY 11th APRIL
IWA Chester & Merseyside Branch

Monthly work party in the Chester
area working at various locations
alongside the Shropshire Union

Canal.10am to 4pm. Work will
include painting and vegetation
clearance. Please wear stout
shoes and old clothes and bring
waterproofs and a packed lunchiif
staying all day.

For further details contact

Jason Watts: jason.watts@
canalrivertrust.org.uk

SATURDAY 11th APRIL
IWA Manchester Branch

Monthly work party at a venue to
be confirmedin Greater
Manchester. 10am to 4pm. Tasks
willinclude vegetation clearance,
litter picking, painting and pulling
rubbish out of the canal

For more information contact:
barry_m@manchester-iwa.co.uk
or 07875999 825

TUESDAY 14th & 21st APRIL
IWA Oxfordshire Branch
supporting Banbury Canal
Partnership

Regular work parties on the
Oxford Canal near Banbury. 9am
to 1pm. Tasks to be confirmed. All
tools willbe provided, please wear
old clothes and stout shoes and
take waterproofsin case of rain.
For more details please contact
Colin Garnham-Edge:

bcpontheoxford@gmail.com

EVERY SATURDAY IN APRIL
IWA West Country Branch (Taunton)

weekly work party in the Taunton
area.10am — 1:30pm. Exact work
andlocation to be confirmed.
Volunteers are advised to wear
clothing suitable for the weather
conditions and sturdy boots or
shoes and bring a bottle of water.
Pleaselet us know if you areintend
tojoin us, by 6pm the day before.
For further details contact Mike
Slade: mdslade8@gmail.comon
07977 263840.

EVERY TUESDAY & SATURDAY
INAPRIL

IWA West Country Branch
(Bridgwater)

Twice weekly work partiesin the
Bridgwater area.10am —1:30pm.
Exact work and locationtobe
confirmed. Volunteers are advised
to wear clothing suitable for the
weather conditions and sturdy
boots or shoes and bring a bottle of
water. Please let us know if you are
intend to joinus, by 6pm the day
before.

For further details contact

Mike Slade: mdslade8@gmail.com
on 07977 263840

canalboat,co.uk
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SEAUTIFUL BOATS
FLUT IERBY BUILT TO LAST

E Established in 1974, Colecraft have widebeam boats for private and
] VE RN 0 N gained the experience and expertise trade customers and are possibly
= k S WH AR F to ensure that the boat we build for the largest supplier of steel shells
you will last for years to come. All to other boat builders/fitters.

our boats are custom designed and Trip boat builds include those for
built to individual requirements. Longleat, 2012 Olympics, Jennifer May,

Boats built to any stage of completion.  Copper Jack, Sheldrake Ill, Pirate Prince,
From a bare hull or superstructure to Chichester Canal and many more.
luxuriously fitted and finished boat Our welders are coded to

We build narrowbeam and meet MCA requirements.

A \

___—

For further details visit our website at

& 01926 814 081
Contact us on 01625 873 471 = sales@colecraft.co.uk

or email general@braidbarboats.co.uk T . ® www.colecraftboats.co.uk
E | www.facebook.com/colecraftboats

THE FUTURE OF
(TRANSPORTER ponep 1S HERE

INDUSTRY FIRST
10 YEAR WARRANTY . ) _ _
FIT AND FORGET FOR A DECADE! lithium iron phosphate LiFePO4 batteries

Fit and forget, drop-in replacement,

REASONS TO N —
GO LITHIUM 10"
* LASTS UP TO 15 YEARS

« 3X THE POWER
OF LEAD ACID
longer

« 30% MORE EFFICIENT o~ iy e g
CHARGING WITH SOLAR ’ X
20x

 DROP-IN REPLACEMENT cﬂiig?ég ]
« CHEAPER THAN LEAD

BATTERIES OVERITSLIFE  REDUCE YOUR GENERATOR TIME BY OVER 50%

« OVER 60% LIGHTER CE intertek BRMSH=" GOy UK %% mensso S

» 100% RECYCLABLE WWW.TRANSPORTERENERGY.CO.UK TEL: 01323 405 375
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ME & MY BOATS

- COMES THE SUN

Beatles fans Steven and Carolyn Easdale travel 10,000 miles to enjoy the
shrine to their heroes and warmer weather that their Australian home

o most English people, the idea of

awinter escape to the industrial

heartland of the Black Country

area, instead of southern Europe
may sound a little strange. But that is
exactly what my husband Steve and I do
every June to August. “June to August?” I
hear you ask. Well that is when our home
on the southern coast of Victoria,
Australia, is at its coldest and we ‘follow

20 April 2020 Canal Boat

the sun’ to the Midlands. By English
standards, our home in Ocean Grove is not
that cold, we never have snow and the only
things that ice over are vegetables in the
freezer. But when the cold wind howls in off
Bass Straight, next stop Antartica 5,000km
away, we begin to think of sunny days in
Worcestershire where our 60ft narrowboat
Emmaus is moored at the Droitwich Spa
marina. Okay, so England is not exactly

sunny every day between June and August.
In 2019, we were saturated through to our
skin twice in one day as we cruised through
Stone in the Staffordshire Potteries. (And
we were wearing waterproofs!)

Luckily, we were joined by a friend from
Melbourne for dinner, who had a car and
had managed to find us a canalside pub that
was wonderfully warm and served a good
Prosecco!
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In 2018, we had fun in the rain when we
sailed to the Crick Boat Show. We had
attended before by car, but this was our
first time by boat. Being the show
weekend, there were moments of sunshine
mixed with biblically proportioned
thunderstorms. Since we were staying on
site for the whole weekend, Steve was
looking forward to attending the evening
music performances and was quite excited
when he heard there would be an ABBA
tribute band. We had returned to the boat
to cook dinner, collect our fold up chairs
and rug up for the concert when the
heavens opened. Lightning and thunder
shook the boat and things looked bleak.
Steve nearly lost his nerve — something he
never does - but we put on our hiking
boots and off we went. Luckily the rain
held off as we walked up to the enormous
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concert tent and safely found ourselves a
comfy position inside. When the heavens
opened again we felt smug as we stayed
dry inside the marquee. What we hadn’t
allowed for was that as the rain continued
to pour the water started coming in under
the sides of the tent and across the grassed
floor. Soon the grass was mud, then it was
six inches of water and mud. We were
seated on the walkway to the bar and were
entertained by watching people trying to
make their way past carrying their drinks
and trying not to spill them as they pulled
their well stuck feet out of the sloppy
mess. The crowd seemed to be equally
divided between sensible people wearing
gumboots (Australian for Wellies) and
unprepared people wearing thongs
(Australian for flip-flops) I absolutely love
the way dogs are allowed into just about

.‘.’

.

The Albert Dock in Liverpool

anything in the UK, especially in the
countryside. Unfortunately in Australia
they are very blinkered in their
acceptance of dogs in public places and
they would certainly not be at a boat show
or concert. So the sight of so many dogs in
the marquee - saturated, covered in mud
and shaking water and mud over everyone
as their owners danced to Mamma Mia
made it such a wonderful event. I never
realised how much fun it is to dance in
ankle deep mud.

Even though there are days like that,
there really has been some awesome
weather in the UK these last two summers.
In July 2019 as we were charging back
from an amazing five-night stay in
Liverpool’s Salthouse Dock, the
temperature got to 34C and Emmaus
overheated. This was a new experience for
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us, so we moored in the shade, had a cool
drink and waited for her to cool down. We
were also surprised to find ourselves
looking for shade during the August Bank
Holiday weekend. All our English boating
friends tell us it rains every Bank Holiday,
so this was a welcome change. We decided
it was too hot to return to the marina, so
we spent two nights plonked under deep
shady trees at Hanbury Wharf. Luckily
they happened to be directly outside our
local pub, the Eagle and Sun.

Another surprising difference between
our countries is the interaction with
wildlife. Australia is well known for an
abundance of both cute and scary
creatures. Several English people we have
met refuse to consider a visit Down Under
for fear of what might sting or eat them.
When I assure them that I have never seen
a shark and hardly ever seen a snake (is
four times “hardly”?) I don’t think they
believe me. Yet I think I have had more
scary interactions with wildlife in
England. Steve was pecked on the back of
the leg by a swan, unhappy with the lack of
attention he was getting and on another
day we were chased screaming (well I was
screaming), by two huge swans who
thought they liked the look of our salad
rolls and John Smith pints more than
we did.

In 2017, on a return trip from
spectacular Llangollen we were moored in
the middle of nowhere on the border
between Wales and Shropshire. We were
alarmed to find a sign warning of the
dangers of adders and what to do if we
were bitten. We were shocked and a
debate followed. “England doesn’t have
dangerous snakes. Does it? This can’t be
right!” The sign also warned to not leave
the footpath due to the risk of being
swallowed alive in a bog. What kind of
scary place had we landed in? The sign

Lovely weather for ducks
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Flying the flag for Oz

Terrible images flashed through
my mind of the duckling being
crushed by our 17-tonne boat in front of

horrified onlookers including several
children. This was not going' to be good
for international relations

advised the if we were bitten by an adder
we should “stay calm, stay still, and phone
for help”. This was going to prove difficult
as there was no phone reception in this
remote area, with the nearest being on an
elevated bridge half a mile away. Luckily,
we did not have any encounters with these
slithery locals and we were sure to check
the decks for legless intruders before we
left in the morning.

We have had dramas with less scary and
much cuter creatures as well. One day as
we sailed for ‘home’ on our favourite canal,
the lovely Staffordshire and
Worcestershire, we came into a lock
heading downwards next to a pub just as a
duckling decided to join us. The duckling
was too small to fly or jump and could not
get out. The beer garden of the pub was
full and was only inches from the lock.
Terrible images flashed through my mind
of the duckling being crushed by our
17-tonne boat in front of horrified
onlookers including several children. This
was not going to be good for international
relations. Some patrons, who may or may
not have had several beers, offered to help.
More horrific images came to mind. Bar

trays from the pub and a food strainer
from our kitchen were tried but to no avail.
Eventually with some suggestions and
team work from the pub patrons we
developed the plan to push the boat
against one side of the lock while leaving
the back gate open. Finally the hysterical
little duckling figured things out and fled
at top speed. Another day a tray from the
galley was needed again to encourage a
young hedgehog to return to the hedgerow
and not to come onto our rear deck.

2019 was our fifth year of spending our
winter in the Midlands after purchasing
Emmaus in 2015 following ten years of
planning and dreaming. Buying, storing
and using a boat when you live on the
other side of the world takes a bit of
organising. So far it has proved tobe a
wonderful experience. At the start of this
year’s trip we clocked up our 1,000th lock
in Emmaus near the start of our local epic
flight at Tarrdebigge. We have travelled
the Avon Ring, as far as Nottingham on
the Trent, to Llangollen and to Liverpool.
All very different places with varying
experiences to match. The 2019 trip into
Liverpool was quite a highlight. Sailing
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though the carefully designated route
amongst such enormous and old
dockyards is an experience of a lifetime.
Being moored in a world-famous tourist
area surrounded by so many excellent
museums, many of which are free, was
amazing. The Beatles, maritime and
Liverpool museums are not to be missed. I
would also highly recommend the
National Trust minibus tour of the inside
of the childhood homes of John Lennon
and Paul McCartney that leave from near
the public moorings. You do need to book
the tour online in advance but it is totally
worth it.

Dealing with CRT bookings for our time
in the excellent moorings at Salthouse
Dock, some broken bridges, bridges that
only open at set times and a huge oak tree
that had fallen over the canal added to the
excitement of our trip to Liverpool. Cox’s
bridge 20 had been vandalised and was
only open for limited times twice a week.
This resulted in a few extra days of waiting
in the Wigan area. After initial total
confusion about the situation, we signed
up to the CRT’s email alerts and were
suddenly right on top of things. Twenty
four hours before the infamous bridge was
due to have one of its limited openings we
received an email to say it had been
repaired ‘early’. We headed off and as we
approached the bridge we passed a long
line of boats who had obviously not
received the email and were patiently
waiting for tomorrow’s opening. Many of
the boaters glared at us. I could read their
minds - “Look at those cheeky Aussies
jumping the queue, they won’t get far
when the bridge doesn’t open!” As we
moored at the landing stage and I
approached the controls, the other boaters
were now busily telling us the bridge was

Arriving at Liverpool
for museum visits
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Course set for the Potteries

broken and why didn’t we know. I proudly
stated that “we had an email” and as I put
the CRT key in and turned it [ hoped like
hell that it worked. I was so relieved when
the panel lit up came to life. There were a
number of stunned looks from the other
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boaters as the bridge swung open and we
sailed off into the sunset.

We will be back in 2020 to ‘follow the
sun’ again as we head south for the first
time towards Oxford. Look out for us with
our ‘Kangaroos for the next 14kms’ sign on
the side and our Aussie flag on the back.
We get so many comments on our flag. “Is
that the flag of Australia or New Zealand?”
(That confuses many people, the NZ stars
arered.) “Did you sail your boat all the
way from Australia?” (Some people who
have asked that have been serious!) “Do
you know my cousins in Perth?” (They’re
often disappointed to hear Perth is
3,500km from our place) “Do you follow
the rugby” (no) “Do you follow the
cricket?” (sometimes) and “When is
Australia going to take the Union Jack off
their flag?” (Never, God Save the Queen!).
Our flag obviously made one reveller
homesick in the Gas Street Basin in
Birmingham this year. He woke us up
during the night singing the National
Anthem as he stood next to our bedroom
porthole. Amazingly for an Aussie he
knew all the words of Advance Australia
Fair;arare feat indeed. &5
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HARWORTH

HEATING

bubble}

Reintroducing the
BELFORT MARINE
OIL stove available
with/without
electric ignition and
with/without boiler.
Optional extras
include:
¢ Coal Kit
¢ Enamel Finish
(various colours)
Also available as a
multi fuel stove.

Please ring for prices

Visit our website for the full range
of solid fuel and oil stoves

tel: 01302 742520
email: contact@harworthheating.co.uk
www.harworthheating.co.uk

LOOKS AND FEELS JUST LIKE TEAK

SUPERB NON-SLIP QUALITIES

CAN BE JET WASHED L
PRACTICALLY MAINTENANCE FREE .’
STAIN RESISTANT

5 COLOUR OPTIONS

3 CAULK COLOUR OPTIONS

FLEXIBLE PANELS

tristar ba ts

== FHelloUerd

DUTCH STYLE BARGES

_—

TALK TO US

~about complex builds and electric propulsion
~about your requirements
~we work with you from design to handover...and afterwards

www.tristarboats.com e: tristarboatsltd@gmail.com
Redhill Marina, Ratcliffe on Soar, Nottingham NG11 0EB

tel: 07759246551 BRITIS|

= ]

MARINE 87

LEADING THE INDUSTRY
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Your ‘ONE-STOP’ for b(-)ating requirements
on the Southern Grand Union

At Packet Boat Marina, Cowley

Full length covered wet dock available for hire * Boat painting & signwriting
Full woodworking workshop * Everyday chandlery * Gas, diesel & solid fuels

At Iver, Slough Arm
Hull sandblasting & repainting with either epoxy or bitumen systems
Craning for surveys or repairs  Full welding & fabrication service
Fully stocked chandlery with full Boatmans Cabin range of brassware & gift
Gas, diesel, coal & pumpout

At Northolt, Paddington Arm

Everyday chandlery « Temporary & overnight moorings free of charge for up to 7 nights
Gas, diesel, coal & pumpout

HEATING, WATER AND ELECTRICAL installations and repairs
Full engineering workshop for all your servicing and repairs
BROKERAGE for narrowboats and wide beams in conjunction with
VIRGINIA CURRER MARINE - premier broker in the South
FULLY SERVICED RESIDENTIAL & CRUISING BERTHS AT BOTH IVER
& NORTHOLT TOGETHER WITH DRY STORAGE & FIT OUT FACILITIES

The Boatyard, Mansion Lane, Iver, Bucks SLO 9RG
T: 01753 651496 / 653151

enquiries@high-line.co.uk | www.high-line.co.uk

Marine Polytrol”

-
& SURFACE
RESTORER

EST 1984

R.L.L BOATS LTD

HERE AT RLL WE CREATE
NEW BUILD BESPOKE
VESSELS TO ALL DESIGNS,
SHAPES AND SIZES

WE HAVE CRANEAGE,
HARD STANDING WITH
DIY FACILITIES, BLACKING
SHOT BLASTING, POWER
WASHING. UNDERCOVER
STORAGE IS ALSO
AVAILABLE IN OUR
LARGE OPENYARD.

WE HAVE FACILITIES FOR
THE SMALLEST REPAIR TO
TOTAL REFITS WITH ON SITE
WELDING & FABRICATION,
CARPENTERS, PLUMBERS,
ELECTRICIANS & PAINTERS
ALL AVAILABLE

Revives the gelcoat
on your boat

Restores the shine
to metal fixtures

Rejuvenates flat or
chalky paint dulled
by weathering

Can also be used on
plastic, GRP, painted
surfaces & more...

BETTER LOOKING, FOR LONGER

The choice of professionals and enthusiasts for over 100 years. OWA TROL

OWATROLDIRECT.CO.UK 01582 592707 e LAFN 7o YNGR
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N E W & DERBY OFFICE

) R 4 2 THE NEW BOAT & BROKERAGE SALES
L,,_\I/ 1 BO AT Mercia Marina, Findern Lane,
U Q) U S E D Co Willington, Derbyshire DE65 6DW

YEARS w_\ CALL 01283 707 357

NARROWBEAMS WIDEBEAMS

Making buying or selling
a new or used boat
an enjoyable experience

We've been part of the boating community for 20 years and over that
time we've learnt that it’s as much about people as it is about boats.

We believe that buying or selling a boat should be a pleasure and at
The New & Used Boat Co that’s exactly what we aim to make it.

Whether you’re a first timer or an old hand we have everything in
place to make the whole process nothing short than enjoyable.

The biggest range, ¥ .
the widest choice of e
new boats in the UK

At The New & Used Boat Co we have the biggest range and
widest choice of new Sailaway, Narrowbeam and Widebeam
boats available anywhere in the UK.

Our selection covers everything from a leisure retreat to a
permanent residence. Plus there are just so many options
from the length to the layout, from fabrics to the finishing
details. And you can be reassured that we're with you at every
stage to make sure you get exactly the boat you want.

Try before you buy

With The New & Used Boat Co you don’t have to
imagine as there isn’'t anywhere else you can visit in

the UK to see such a wide collection of demonstrators.

For instance at our Hanbury base at Hanbury Wharf, Droitwich
we have 8 completely different demonstrators
to compare - 2 narrowbeam and 6 widebeam!

If you’re serious about buying a new boat - for choice,
value and expert advice give us a try before you buy.



HANBURY OFFICE DROITWICH OFFICE NORTHANTS OFFICE

NEW BOAT & BROKERAGE SALES BROKERAGE SALES ONLY BROKERAGE SALES ONLY
Hanbury Wharf, Hanbury Rd, Droitwich Spa Marina, Hanbury Rd, Dunchurch Pools Marina,
Droitwich, Worcester WR9 7DU Droitwich, Worcester WR9 7DU Onley, Northants CV23 8AN
CALL 01905 794 445 CALL 01905 794 445 CALL 01283 707 357

www.newandusedboat.co.uk

BROKER

A SMALL SELECTION OF OUR BROKERAGE BOATS

DIPPER - £44,950 DOUBLE MEASURES - £44,950 BONNY BOAT - £67,950 BRIGHT BRAZEL - £84,950 CARISBROOKE - £56,950
MODEL Cheshire NB YEAR 2008 MODEL Stirling BB YEAR 2005 MODEL Stillwater YEAR 2012 MODEL Sea Otter YEAR 2014 MODEL S W Durham YEAR 2005
LENGTH 45 ft BEAM Narrow STERN ~ LENGTH 57 feet BEAM Narrow LENGTH 57 feet BEAM Narrow STERN  LENGTH 44 feet BEAM Narrow LENGTH 56 feet BEAM Narrow STERN
Cruiser LYING AT Dunchurch Pools STERN Semi-Trad LYING AT Mercia Semi-Trad LYING AT Mercia STERN Semi-Trad LYING AT Mercia Cruiser LYING AT Mercia

BUYWITH
CONFIDENCE,
SELLWITH EASE.
S - N Free valuations by experts to

TESSA - £33,950 SERENITY - £129,950 ensure a realistic market price PLATYPUS - £45,000 CORNELIUS - £111,950
MODEL Ted Spencer YEAR 1990 MODEL Aqualine YEAR 2014 MODEL Border BB YEAR 2005 MODEL Collingwood YEAR 2015
LENGTH 48 feet BEAM Narrow LENGTH 60x12 ft BEAM Wide LENGTH 60 ft BEAM Narrow STYLE ~ LENGTH 60x12 ft BEAM Wide STERN
STERN Tug LYING AT Droitwich Spa STERN Cruiser LYING AT Hanbury Sell from one of our brokerage Cruiser LYING AT Droitwich Spa Eurocruiser LYING AT Mercia

sites or from your own mooring

Expert marketing, including sales
booklet, web ads and e-mailers.

W ; F | Secure client account so your
= . s money is protected at all times.

STILETTO & STEEL - £62,950 UNDINE - £47,500 e NEW OVATION No3 - £96,950
MODEL Amber Boats YEAR 2008 MODEL Piper YEAR 2003 Contact us today for the hassle- MODEL Nimbus YEAR 1996 MODEL Ovation Boats YEAR 2020
LENGTH 66 ft BEAM Narrow STERN ~ LENGTH 57 feet BEAM Narrow free way to a fast, profitable sale. LENGTH 54 ft BEAM Narrow STERN ~ LENGTH 60 ft BEAM Narrow STERN
Cruiser LYING AT Droitwich Spa TYPE Trad LYING AT Mercia Semi-Trad LYING AT Dunchurch Pools ~ Semi-Cruiser LYING AT Mercia

See even more

choice on
our website

= 5 www.newandusedboat.co.uk
LARAH - £74,950

THE GLAD VICTOR - £77,950 BLUEBELL - £69,950 CHEZ NOUS - £124,950

MODEL Colecrafts/Harveys YEAR 2010 MODEL Aqualine YEAR 2007 MODEL Collingwood Abode YEAR MODEL Oxley Marine YEAR 2001
LENGTH 58 feet BEAM Narrow STERN  LENGTH 60 ft TYPE Narrow STERN 2015 LENGTH 60x10 ft BEAM Wide LENGTH 71 feet BEAM Narrow
Semi-Trad LYING AT Droitwich Spa Semi-Trad LYING AT Mercia STERN Cruiser LYING AT Outlying STERN Trad LYING AT Mercia

-

LA FINCA - £87,950 ARDEN LILLY - £109,950 ALICIA - £64,950 CARPE DIEM - £113,950

MODEL Elton Moss YEAR 2017 MODEL Heritage BB YEAR 2007 MODEL Liverpool YEAR 2010 MODEL Pendle NB YEAR 2017
LENGTH 58 feet BEAM Narrow LENGTH 70 ft BEAM Narrow TYPE LENGTH 65 ft TYPE Narrow STERN LENGTH 65x10 ft TYPE Wide STERN

STERN Cruiser LYING AT Mercia Cruiser LYING AT Dunchurch Pools Trad LYING AT Droitwich Spa Cruiser LYING AT Dunchurch Pools



Knights Narrowboats www.knightsnarrowboats.com

'BOATTEST

EACH MONTH WE PUT NEW BOATS THROUGH THEIR PACES
Performance e Interior e Specification

TAKE THE LONG WAY

Agonising over the length of your next spec boat is a popular pastime for many
but this Tyler Wilson shell has a simple message...go large

WORDS BY ADAM PORTER PICTURES BY ANDY RANNABLE
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oat length is one of those issues
that people agonise over. They
want to make sure they get a boat
of the right length — or at least

that they don’t get one of the wrong length.

But really it’s quite simple: you want a boat
that’s long enough to holiday or live on
comfortably, and short enough to go
through the locks in the area where you
intend to cruise.

Over the years, the received wisdom is
that around 58ft is the ideal go-anywhere
length. At that size, you’ll be able to get

canalboat.co.uk
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through all the locks on the northern
waterways, even if you have to go in
diagonally. But fixating on that length
could be a mistake if you're going to be one
of the many boaters who spends their
whole time in the Midlands and the south.
You'll still have many hundreds of miles of
waterways to cover, and could enjoy a bit
of extra space.

As far as spec boats go (these are boats
that builders build and then put up for sale,
rather than being custom-built for an
owner), it’s rare to find one that not 57 or

Z
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58ft. But here is one: a 65ft semi-trad built
by Knights Narrowboats. The reason for
the length is a story in itself. The shell was
bought on finance by a hire company in
Cheshire which wanted to start renewing
its fleet. But before it could be fitted out,
the firm folded. The finance company
didn’t even know where the shell was, and
probably thought they’d be writing off the
whole sum they’d lent.

Asit happened, the shell was in storage
at Aqueduct Marina on the Middlewich
Arm, which is where Knights is also based.
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Glenn Knight put in what he calls a cheeky
offer, which was accepted. He slotted the
boat into his build schedule as a spec boat.

The shell already had the window holes
cut out, so rather than weld them up and
cut new ones, Glenn has worked around
them. As a 65ft hire boat, it would almost
certainly have had two bedrooms, but
Glenn has decided instead to use the extra
length to create a very spacious boat which
could easily suit a liveaboard. So there’s
both a dinette and a breakfast bar, a very
long galley, and plenty of room in both the
saloon and the cabin.

Exterior

This boat is built on one of Tyler Wilson’s
Mike Christian shells. It means it lacks
some of the fancy details seen on their
more expensive shells - so, for example,
the handrails end in simple curves rather
than scrolls. But what’s the same is the
underwater shape with long swims and
excellent handling, plus a long well deck
and a very pretty Josher-style bow. In fact,
the whole boat looks very elegant. The gas
locker is at the nose and there’s a water

—

tank under the well deck. At the stern, the
semi-trad deck has storage lockers both
sides.

The colour scheme uses a popular and
contemporary combination of dark grey
borders and pale grey panels, with a white
coach line in between. But at the stern, the
greys switch around, giving a nice bit of
interest. And the handrails are a bright
blue, which really pops and lifts the whole
boat; the same blue is used for the stern
dollies and one of the tunnel bands for s
splash of extra colour.

Knights boats are painted in house,
using a two-pack system which is tougher
than traditional boat paint. It should last
well.

All the trim such as the mushroom
vents are chrome, which adds to the
contemporary look and cuts down on
cleaning. Nav lights are also fitted.
Knights use Andy Russell for their sign
writing, and he’s painted the boat’s
number in a panel. The larger panel is
currently blank, until a new owner
chooses what the boat will be called.

Layout and fitout

The layout of this boat was governed by
where the window holes were. With
portholes at the stern and windows
further forward, it had to be a standard
layout boat. So the saloon is at the bow
followed by a generous galley and a
Pullman dinette. The walk-though shower
room comes next, with the cabin at the
stern.

The fitout uses a popular combination
of oak faced panels below the gunwales,
and painted ones above. In fact, the
painted panels are exactly the same as the
unpainted ones below, and the grain still
shows through the paint, giving a nice bit
of texture.

The ceiling is also painted white,
adding to the bright airy feel. All the trim

Taking centre stage is the walnut lvoodblock workiop..-.-::'
i 4
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The Morso Swift stove sits on a metalhearth

is solid oak, and the floor is a lovely
engineered oak. The whole fitout is nicely
done, with quality joinery on show. One
feature we particularly like is that there’s
no boxing along the floor for plumbing and
the like; all the services are hidden behind
floor-level panels, so they’re accessible if
necessary but not obtrusive.

The dinette converts into a guest bed

canalboat,co.uk



Saloon

We'll begin at the bow, where a couple of
removable steps lead down into the boat
from the well deck. Behind them is a door,
giving access to the water tank and the bit
of space around it which can be used as
storage. On one side of the glazed bow
doors is a tall coat cupboard. The water
pump is under the floor of the cupboard.
Just forward is the stove, with attractive
slim mosaic tiles behind, and a metal
hearth with a lip. An air gap has been built
in to protect the boat from the heat.

The stove itself is a Morso Swift, which
is very similar to the more common
Squirrel; it has a double insulated flue, so
meets the latest installation guidelines. On
the other side of the boat is a full height
unit with a cupboard at the base and
shelves above. Further down the boat is a
low-level TV unit, with a walnut blockwork
top. The cupboard below offers some
storage, and somewhere to hide whatever
type of box is providing your TV picture.

The saloon has been left open for
armchairs or a sofa. If you put a sofa bed in
here, the boat would become a six berth.

canalboat.co.uk

There’s also an attractive grey column
radiator.

Galley

Two things immediately strike you about
this U-shaped galley. One is that it’s a full
10ft long; the other is the beautiful walnut
woodblock worktop. The colour is
wonderfully rich, and having such an
expanse only emphasises how opulent it
looks. It’s nicely finished with chamfered
edges, while on a practical front, there are
routed drainer grooves, leading to an
undermounted Smeg stainless steel sink
with a tall arched tap. The low splashback
is made from the same slim mosaic seen by
the hearth.

There is a full size 12 volt fridge with
freezer box, and the oven is a full size
model by Belling. With such a long galley
there is also a host of storage options, with
painted cupboard doors and drawer fronts.
There’s also an under-gunwale unit on the
opposite side. On the saloon side of the
galley is a breakfast bar with a couple of
stools. Underneath, there’s also a door on
this side of the unit, giving access to what

BOAT TEST
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The splashback matches the"heartﬁ :

would otherwise be a dead corner. A set of
side doors makes this a nice place to sit.

Dinette

This is a Pullman dinette, which converts
into a guest bed. There is storage in the
bench seats, and there’s also a useful space
under the raised floor.

Shower room

This is a very smart shower room, with a
good-sized quadrant shower cubicle which
istiled and has a feature stripe of mosaics.
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Between the cubicle and the cabin side isa
cupboard and some shelves. Theloois a
Thetford cassette, but it’s the model which
has a proper ceramic bowl. Access to the
cassette is under the bed in the cabin
behind. There’s a rectangular unit
alongside with a cupboard underneath and
a good sized sink above. There’s also a high
level unit above, with three mirrored
doors. There’s a grey, heated towel rail and
a shaver point.

Cabin
The cabin at the stern has an in-line bed,
with storage in the base. There are high
level cupboards at the head of the bed and
along its length, with reading lights.
There’s plenty of storage at the very
stern of the boat. On one side there’s a
washing machine with a cupboard above,
plus a tall cupboard beside the steps
leading up to the stern deck. On the
opposite side is a long cupboard with a
smaller one above, forming a sort of
dressing table with more of that lovely
walnut worktop. Beyond that is the
electrical cupboard.

Technical
This boat is fairly straightforward
technically — which is a good thing. It’s
powered by the ubiquitous Beta 43 engine,
which is a workhorse of the waterways and
will be familiar to every boatyard in the
land. Electrical power comes from four
110Ah batteries, plus another for the
engine. For a 240 volt supply, there’s a
3.5kw Sterling inverter. The installation in
the electrical cupboard looks neat and tidy.
All the sockets and switches throughout
the boat are chrome, and some of the
sockets have useful USB ports for
charging.

Heating is by an Eberspacher diesel

The in-line bed has storagein the base
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The dinette converts into a guest bed

boiler, with a control in the cabin. The
calorifier is in the engine hole.

On the water

At 65ft, this boat feels quite long when
manoeuvring round a marina. But as you
might expect from a Tyler Wilson hull, it
handles very well. We did a surprising
amount of reversing and turning in our
test, and the boat coped admirably; there’s
no bow thruster to help either. At the helm,
the tiller is at a nice height and the Morse
control falls easily to hand. The instrument
panel is inside the boat, so you have to
make an effort if you want to look at it.

The lockers on the stern deck provide
somewhere for crew to sit, and there’s a set
of doors at the very stern, which you could
close during bad weather for some extra
protection.

Knights Narrowboats
Glenn Knight has been around boats since
he was a child, because one of his uncles
worked at the British Waterways yard at
Nantwich Basin for nearly 20 years. He and
other members of the family got roped in
to do odd jobs, and quickly learned to
handle boats. Knights Narrowboats has
been going for about eight years. Initially,
the firm did repairs and maintenance, and
then moved into new builds. There are
three other members of staff, including
another of Glenn’s uncles — and everything
is done in house. The builds happen at a
unit at Aqueduct Marina at Church
Minshull on the Middlewich Arm.

A few years ago, Glenn took an unusual
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BOAT TEST

approach to the Crick Boat Show by
displaying a boat which was deliberately
only half finished. As it turned out, people
liked seeing all those things which are
usually covered up, such as how the
plumbing and electrics were installed
Knights builds four or five boats a year -
usually three or four bespoke commissions,
plus a spec boat like this one. And this boat
seems to have started a bit of a trend,
because the next couple in build are also
slightly longer than usual. &

=

Thisboat has an
interesting back story
which has governed how
the boat s laid out, but
Glenn Knight's decision to
use the extra space thata
65ft boat offers to provide
agenerous saloon, galley,
and cabin has really paid
off. This would be a very
comfortable boat to spend
extended periods of time
on,and would make a
great liveaboard. There's
masses of storage too.
The price, at atouch

SPECIFICATIONS

VERDICT

under £106,000is
exceptional; you get a
great deal of boat for the
money —andit's good
quality too, bothin terms
of the shell and the fitout.
This toois down to the
boat's history; it would
not have been possible
to market the boat at
this figure without Glenn
Knight picking up the shell
at abargain price, and
he's to be congratulated
for passing the saving on
to whoever buysit. Soif

AAAAAISASAS S SIS TSI S S

you're wondering whether
aslightly longer boat
would suit your lifestyle
better, it's worth checking
out how much more space
you get in aboat of this
sort of length. If you're
content that you've got
enough canals and rivers
to explore without the
Leeds and Liverpool

and some of the other
Yorkshire waterways,
then aboat with afew
extrafeet of length could
be the answer.

Total Price: £105,950

Knights Narrowboats

Nantwich, Cheshire, CW56DX

Tyler Wilson

www.tylerwilsonboats.com

/ ] =B Lj [
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Saloon Galley Dinette  Shower Cabin
13ft 6in 10ft 6ft 7ft 12ft
LENGTH: 65ft  BERTHS: DESIGN AND DECOR

Beta43

www.betamarine.co.uk

INVERTER:

Sterling 3.5kw

www.sterling-power.com

Unit 4-5 Aqueduct Marina, Church Minshull

07825 817444 www knightsnarrowboats.com

GALLEY WORKTOPS: Walnut block
www.worktopexpress.com from
£105/m

STOVE: Morso Swift
www.morsoe.com £649

SINK: Smeg Mira
www.smeguk.com £125
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Liveaboard Emma catches up on check-ups and enjoys the mixed
attractions of Nantwich which ticks all the boating boxes

hat makes a great boater
town? For us, it’s a
combination of things.
On a practical level, we
are always looking for good access to
shops and a post office. More recently,
because we have been moored up for a
longer period of time, we have taken
advantage of doctors, dentists, opticians
and vet services. The slower pace of
cruising in winter gives you extra time
to catch up on appointments and
check-ups, that can be more difficult to
arrange in Spring and Summer. We also
like great places to visit, and interesting
canal history and architecture. Having
been in one place for a while, we also got
to get to know the local boating
community, who we can sometimes not

canalboat.co.uk

Greg the goat...possibly his name!

fully appreciate when we are cruising
more frequently. So Nantwich and the
surrounding area has ticked all our
boxes and will be one of our top places
we can recommend visiting.

Nantwich is a market town in
Cheshire, on the Shropshire Union
Canal. It is one of the many places with
‘wich’ in its name, that indicates the
area’s involvement in the salt industry.
In fact, Nantwich has been associated
with the salt trade since Roman times.
The town centre has many Tudor and
Georgian buildings, along with its busy
shops and businesses.

Recently the town its annual
celebrations for the Battle of Nantwich
on January 26, which took place in 1644
during the English Civil War between
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the Parliamentary and Royalist forces.

The Nantwich Parliamentary forces were

victorious and the town has celebrated
with a re-enactment every year since
1973.

The canal runs through the town on an
embankment, via an iron aqueduct. It is
a popular place to moor in both summer
and winter due to its great access to
shops and CRT facilities. The Nantwich
Marina gives you access to all the usual
services but also includes a great shop,
cafe, laundrette, chandlers and dog
grooming parlour.

We had a great visit to the amazing
Shop by the Canal run by Sharon, based
in Nantwich Marina. Here you can buy
great crafts, many of them made by
fellow boaters. Sharon also has a great
selection of boater essentials including
tasty free-range eggs. She alsohas a
very non-judgemental view on the
number of times I visited her shop in
order to buy chocolate!

But the Shop by the Canal is more than

We had a great visit to the amazing

Snowfall in Crewe

just a shop. It is an important part of the
boating community. Its warm,
welcoming atmosphere encourages you
to stay and chat and every week Sharon
teams up with the Waterways
Chaplaincy to encourage boaters to
come in for a drink and a chat and some

Shop by the Canal run by Sharon
based in Nantwich Marina. Here you
can buy great crafts, many of them
made by fellow boaters

The moorings.at
Nantwich Basin
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The Shop by the Canal

support if needed. We will definitely
miss our regular visits to the shop once
we have moved to another area.

There is not much cruising that can be
done at the moment, due to CRT winter
stoppages.

The Llangollen Canal is closed at
Hurlston until the end of March and
there has been an unexpected stoppage
just before the Barbridge Junction with
the Middlewich Branch of the Shropshire
Union Canal.

If we cruised in the other direction, the
Adderley Locks are closed until the end
of February. We, therefore, took
advantage of a timely visit from the fuel
boat Halsall to top up with lots of coal
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and kindling to keep us warm for the
next few weeks.

We have taken advantage of our lack
of cruising to visit some places in the
nearby area. My favourite visit was to
the home of Snugbury’s Ice Cream. This
is an amazing family run business, with
the most delicious ice cream, with so
many different flavours that you will
definitely struggle to make a choice. I
can definitely recommend their various
chocolate ice creams. They have an
amazing 40ft straw bee sculpture, to

raise awareness of the importance of bee

conservation. They also get much of the
power needed for their farm from their
many solar panels.

A place that we are planning on
visiting soon is the Hack Green Secret
Nuclear Bunker. This is a Government-
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owned nuclear bunker that was first used
during World War Two. In 1992 at the end
of the Cold War it was bought by a
private company and eventually opened
as a museum. [ am really interested in
this era of history and I am looking
forward to my visit. I will, of course, be
filming my visit for my YouTube channel,
but it will also be great for my
homeschooling.

Movement on the canal has been quiet,
partly due to the winter closures but also
due to the bad weather. It has not been
particularly cold but we have just had a
visit from Storm Ciara and are about to
get another storm this time called
Dennis. Storm Ciara has caused
widespread problems across the country.
Sadly some narrowboats have been hit by
falling trees. Others have been affected
by floods and high waters. Many people
are now unable to get on or off rivers
where there are flood alerts. Cruising in

LIVEABOARD

LA AAS SIS SIS

heavy winds can be really dangerous. It
harder to control your boat in high winds
and pulling your boat into moor can be
really tricky. It is certainly not pleasant
cruising in the rain, but high winds also
often make it too dangerous to move. We
are moored in quite a sheltered place and
the canal water levels didn’t seem to rise
too far. Our boat certainly rocked a lot
and the noise of the wind, particularly at
night was a bit scary at times. We are
hoping that Storm Dennis won’t be as
bad as Storm Ciara. A couple of days
after Storm Ciara I was treated to an
unexpected downfall of the fluffiest snow
I have seen for a long time. It settled for a
couple of hours, enough time for me to
throw a few snowballs at my mum, but
not enough time or enough snow to build
a snowman. I know snow can be really
disruptive but I am really hoping to get
at least one opportunity this year to
build at least one great snowman! &
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WHITE MILLS  SUIDIEIIM,
MARINA SUNDAYSTH]ULY

The ideal base for ‘ﬁ e
discovering thes/y
River Nene = |

THE CANAL SHOP COMPANY

Plan | Cruise | Remember

The marina has been designed ¥
with ease in mind. We have all .|
the latest modern facilities; Se¢

our website for more details. .

Prepare for this
The Canal Shop season with

website discount.
Company’ Use code
where we have everything (Valid until 30/04/20) 141 berths on floating pontoon situated at Lock 9
for you to plan, enjoy and “Exc: brass plages Essential services including WiFi direct to your mooring
remember your cruise. 15 minutes from M1 Jn 15, excellent rail links (London under 1hr)
Certificated Camping and Caravanning Club site

M|E] www.whitemillsmarina.co.uk \ _
T:01604 812 057 | 07802 890 874 &_.HLE.T‘.‘:’.‘.?, Harbous
E: info@whitemillsmarina.co.uk

White Mills Marina, 344, Grendon Road, EﬁFﬂmSﬁa
Earls Barton, Northants NN6 ORB MARINE

www.canalshop.co.uk
tel: 01604 931039

Business Tives
LEADING THE INDUSTRY

Narrow Boats » Widebeams
Dutch Barges - Bespoke
Offering Shells & Sailaway

Lee and Garry welcome all their
customers, whether first time owners Now you can

. . . find facebook,
or old friends, a quality shell built to " us;gr:;e o0

your specifications at affordable prices ‘X R&D Boatbuilders’

Come and see us at Unit 67, Road A, Boughton Industrial Estate, Boughton, near Newark, Notts. NG22 9LD

Call 01623 863576 or Garry 07830 720879, Lee 07723 021798
Our website is packed full of images of past and current builds, visit:

www.xrandd.co.uk
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FREE WIFI

Napton Narrowboats

3

SHOWER AND
TOILET FACILITIES

ELSAN AND
PUMP OUT

COIN OPERATED
LAUNDRY

itain 2019

ELECTRICITY (Hoseasons Boating Holidays Awards)

HOOK UPS from our South Oxford or Shropshire Union bases.
B King Size double beds on
most boats.

Unique rear dining on
our 1st Class Regency
Fleet boats.

On board Wifi

DIESEL
REFUELLING
SERVICE

SPRING O AMENITIES.
OFFER

Book for a 12 month mooring
contract during the Spring

From our beautiful cosy 2
berth to our unique 6
eason and receive 10% berth with three king size

off. This is payable in four WITHYBED doubles Wlt!l en-su1t.e, we
installments over the year. peies Lib offer a unique choice.

Coopers Hill Farm Up to 50% off a week for
Wthybed Moorings

Coopers Hill .
Alvechurch B48 7BX a 2 week booking y

R A ac From 2 - 10 berth boats for week1y hire or short breaks
0121 4650020 Call 01926 813644 for brochure or see

www.NaptonNarrowboats.co.uk

PINTAIL BOATS

HIRE ONE OF OUR NARROWBOATS
AND ENJOY A RELAXING TRIP
DOWN THE LANCASTER CANAL

Lane Side Works,

Llancashire LA6 2JN
T: 07980 607070

07582 252262 PROUD MEMBER OF
E: info@pintailboats.co.uk a&rgﬂsﬂ%a
www.pintailboats.co.uk LEADING THE INDUSTRY
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The new reinforced concrete canal channel taking shape in Bollington

WORK IN
PROGRES

As the winter repair and maintenance programme
on the canals entersits final stages, we visit two of
this year's major projects - rebuilding a problematic

tight lock on the Llangollen and lining a leaking
embankment on the Macclesfield...

longside the many routine

closures for regular

maintenance work — such as

ock gate replacement - during
the Canal & River Trust’s winter stoppage
season, there are a smaller number of
much more major jobs being tackled.
We’ve visited two: one a well-known
problem site that’s been causing
difficulties for boaters for some years; the
other a far less high-profile but equally
important project...

MACCLESFIELD CANAL
PALMERSTON STREET EMBANKMENT,
BOLLINGTON

Cruising through Bollington, you can’t
help but notice one of the Macclesfield
Canal’s major engineering features, the
huge embankment crossing a small
valley. But that’s not actually where the
trouble lies: you might not even notice
that a little way further north, where the
canal passes the impressive Clarence
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Mill (a former textile mill now converted
for a variety of modern uses), there’s
another significant length of embanked
canal. It’s not at all obvious, because it’s
only embanked one one side — the west
side, opposite the mill — and it’s largely
hidden by trees. But the lie of the land,
and the widening of the channel to
provide moorings, mean that it’s built up
some 10 to 15 metres above the ground
level below. It’s been giving some
problems in recent years, and this winter
it’s the subject of a major £1m project by
CRT’s main engineering contractors Kier
to reline the canal.

CRT Project Manager Darren
explains that the problems are probably
at least as much down to the mill as the
canal itself: its original water supply,
various land drains running under it, and
voids under the roadway running
between the canal and the mill, have led
to water working its way under the canal
bed, leaking through the embankment

Setting up reinforcing mesh ready to cast
the final section of the channel base
b ]

and washing out more voids. And this, in
turn, has led to leaks developing in the
canal bed and causing flooding in a site
below the embankment.

It’s been known about for some time,
and temporary repairs — grouting the
known holes — has kept the problem at
bay. But the Trust knew that something
more substantial needed to be planned.
“This time we’re not messing around”, as
Darren puts it.

I can see what he means. A new
reinforced concrete channel is taking
shape within the canal: it consists of a
level base, with sloping sides leading to
two vertical walls created within the
original stone wharf walls. Looking at one
end of it we can appreciate its heavy
construction, 300mm thick. A concrete
mixer lorry and a concrete pump with a
long multiple-hinged pipe (the most
practicable way to get the concrete to
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LOCK AND EMBANKMENT REPAIRS
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where it’s needed) are about to begin

pouring the next section of the side walls.

Walking up the towpath to the far end
of the 88m length, we can see where the
final 10m section of the bed is about to be
laid. A team are at work assembling the
steel reinforcing mesh and inserting
supports to make sure it will be at the
right height, giving the necessary

Pointing the rebuilt stone towpath wall
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thickness of concrete all around it to stop
any water getting in and rusting the
reinforcing. And where the new section
will meet up with the previous one, a
flexible membrane and sliding locating
pins are being installed. This will form a
joint between the sections which will
allow some movement along the line of
the canal as temperature changes cause
the concrete to expand and contract, but
retain a watertight seal and prevent any
vertical or lateral movement.

This is the main job, but it isn’t the only
one: a little further north, a skilled mason
is putting the finishing touches on a 66m
rebuilt length of towpath wall. This had
been in a state of collapse, but rather than
replace it with the ubiquitous steel piling
it’s been rebuilt with the original stone,
and the joints are now being pointed-up
with the correct heritage lime mortar.
Meanwhile, a small excavator is

Backfilling the towpath wall with puddled clay
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backfilling the completed wall with
traditional puddled clay.

So how’s the job going? Darren admits
that despite an early start (it began in
October, before the main stoppage
programme began), a couple of weeks
have been lost as a result of the weather
and unexpected problems. There were
more voids than anticipated, and parts of
the offside (mill side) canal wall wereina
poor state and showing signs of
movement, so more needed to be taken
down and rebuilt than originally planned.
Incidentally, in the process they found
various interesting remains including
fragments of narrow-gauge railway
tracks which once carried hand-pushed
wagons delivering goods to and from the
mill, and abutments of the swingbridge
where they crossed the canal.

Although the main concreting is not all
that far from completion, there are still
the ‘tie-in details’ — the joins between the
new construction and the original
clay-lined channel at each end - to be
dealt with. But all in all Darren says it’s
“gone well” and the choice of a higher-
specification concrete has helped. This
not only cures faster (allowing machinery
to be driven over it after just five days
rather than the usual eight) but is also
suitable for casting the sloping side
sections in a single pour, where a weaker
mix would have slumped. And as long as
the weather doesn’t cause too many
further delays, he’s still hopeful that the
work will be close enough to completion
for the canal to reopen on the scheduled
13 March (Was Friday the 13th a good
choice of date?) although towpath
reinstatement will probably take longer.

The newly cast chamber wall at Hurleston Lockd#
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Preparing to join the sections together with pins and a (blue) flexible waterproof membrane

LLANGOLLEN CANAL

LOCK 4, HURLESTON

If our first site visit was to a project where
few boaters will have been aware of the
embankment or the need for major work,
the same cannot be said for our much
more high-profile second site.

Lock 4, the bottom lock of the flight of
four giving access to the Llangollen
Canal, had been getting narrower for
some time. From 15 years ago (I took a 7ft
Yin Grand Union former working boat
through in 2003 with no more than
perhaps a slight scrape), ground
movement had restricted the width down
to the point where even typical modern
6ft 10in narrowboats were sometimes

having problems. Much longer, and what
is probably Britain’s busiest canal could
have become inaccessible to most boats.
Clearly whichever lock wall was moving
would need to be rebuilt, and in a way
which would prevent a recurrence.

This winter’s work is the second
attempt. CRT Project Manger Rob gives
me the back-story: as originally planned
for winter 2018-19, the work would have
involved securing the new lock wall to a
line of concrete reaching down some 8m
below ground level to anchor it well
enough to prevent future movement. But
there would have been difficulties getting
the piling rig to the site (it would have
needed to pass the other three locks,
where there could have been problems
with ground stability), investigations
revealed an ‘artesian layer’ (groundwater
under pressure) around the maximum
depth of the proposed piling which could
have caused problems of water coming up
into the worksite (indeed, it might well be
what caused the lock wall movement in
the first place), and the shortage of
available time before the end of the
winter work programme (work had only
begun after Christmas) led toa
postponement and a rethink.

Careful manned operation got the lock
through another year without too many
boats getting stuck, while a new solution
was designed. And having arrived at the
site along the new access track which was
built as the first part of the work (and this
time it started in October to give the
maximum time), 'm now being shown the
recently completed major part of the
work, another contract for Kier. The old
lock wall has been completely
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demolished, the lockside has been dug
out for about 4-5 metres back from the
lockside, and a massive L-shaped (when
viewed looking along the lock from the
top end) concrete casting has been made.
The vertical part of the ‘L’ is the new lock
wall, cast (in two pours, the bottom half
and the top half) in 450mm thick
reinforced concrete. The base of the ‘L’ is
a 4m slab of similar thickness, reaching
right back into the lockside to anchor it.
And the two are tied together with plenty
of reinforcing inside the angle.

This solution has the advantage that it
doesn’t need to go right down to the
artesian layer, so there has been no water
ingress. I can see that it’s only recently
been completed, as on the back of the
new wall the last setions of the shuttering
for the concrete pours have still to be
removed. Crossing the lock to look at it
from the other side, the lock wall looks
rather stark in new white concrete, but
Rob explains that a traditional brick
facing is to be added, tied in to the
concrete. There’s been some discussion
about exactly which tradition - during the
work, evidence of past rebuildings at
different dates has been uncovered.
They’re going for blue bricks to match
the opposite wall (rebuilt in Shropshire
Union Railways & Canal Company days),
before reinstating the 1960s concrete
coping ‘stones’.

canalboat.co.uk

LOCK AND EMBANKMENT REPAIRS
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As with the Bollington job, attention
needs to be given to tying in the new work
to the old: at the bottom end of the lock a
short section will be rebuilt in brick and
stone (with some concrete behind it) to
link the new wall to the original bottom
gate recess.

I ask whether CRT’s engineers are
confident that the opposite wall won’t
suffer from the same issues and need the
same treatment. Rob replies that CRT’s
predecessors appear to have already done
the job a century ago — it’s built in later
blue brick, and appears to be anchored
back to alarge buried concrete block
some distance back from the lockside, in
arebuilding exercise which matches old
plans CRT has for work in the 1920s on
Lock 3 on the same flight.

With the main task finished, the work
is on track for completion. But besides the
brickwork, copings, joints to the original
lock head and tail, there’s all the removed
soil from the lockside (currently piled up
in a mound on the offside) to reinstate.
This will be carefully compacted in
layers, so that its weight will anchor the
concrete base of the ‘L’ in place, which in
turn will prevent the lockside from
moving again. “It will take a lot to move it
with that lot holding it,” said Rob.

And then finally the ‘quadrant’ (the
curved series of brick ridges that you put
your feet against when opening and

closing the lock gates) will need to be
reinstated by the bottom gate.

And will it open on time? Rob is
confident, although he does mention
‘weather events’ so far this winter. And
will it have returned the lock to a
generous enough width that historic
working boats will fit? Well, one of them
has been invited to the official opening on
13 March as the first boat through...&

SN
=

The last of the shuttering awaits removal

t) will be joined together
with brick and stonework
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MERC |A.,n ARINA

SHOP -EAT-STAY - 1EZ&°I‘.ORE~'§¥ERIENCE S

From your boa‘t"-to.ryour hollday Iodge "
' is literally a walk in The Park

The destination marina on the Trent & Mersey Canal. National award winning facilities, recognised
conservation work and a friendly active community in beautiful Derbyshire. 74 acres of landscaped grounds.

B Marina wide 5ghz high speed Wifi (site wide fibre coming soon) B Full length jetties & Super berths, dog walking areas and park
B Excellent cruising location, flood free, trip boat, boat hire, lodge hire B Secure parking, CCTV, storage units

M Pub restaurants, deli/cafe, tea rooms, boutiques, beautician B 12 showers, 15 WC's, 6 washers, 6 dryers, 8 BBQ's, 2 Elsan

M Midland Chandlers, brokerage, workshop, dry dock, convenience store B Indian restaurant, gallery, homewares, independent jewellers

. H i * .
Holiday Lodges with free mooring* and abundant choice . o4 visitengland
) _ » Hq Gold 5 star holiday park

Enjoy lakeside dining with your very own

feature pontoon ! .
_ * Holiday Homes

2 and 3 bedroom lodges
available on 100
year licences from £164,300

« Holiday Hire

Rent a holiday lodge
Available for short and
long breaks

« Holiday Business

Let your lodge and gain a
return on your investment
(avg net income £11,500pa)

= Available

*5 years-free NB mooring on purchase of new lodges, a saving of over £15,900 based on a 57’ narrowboat

Mercia Marina Findern Lane Willington Derbyshire DE65 6DW

01283 703332 www.merciamarina.co.uk info@merciamarina.co.uk
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CRUISE GUIDE

YOUR COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO THE WATERWAYS AROUND THE UK
Easy-to-follow map e information for boaters ¢ ten top pubs guide

BCN: BLACK
COUNTRY CROSSING

Forsaking both the well-known BCN main line and the northernmost
reaches of the Birmingham Canal Navigations, we take a middle route
through the heart of the Black Country

WORDS BY Martin LudgatePICTURES BY Martin Ludgate
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Canal Boat's pick of great pubs
ontheBCN

Great Western Sun Street,
1 Wolverhampton. 01902
351090. North from Mill St
Bridge, first right. Back street
pub, railway and Wolves
memorabilia, real ale, food

lunchtimes, hot snacks all day

Dog & Partridge High St
2 Wednesfield. 01902
256798. South of Pinfold
Bridge. Listed 16th century inn,
realaleand garden

~ SpreadEagle Wednesfield.

01902 606890. Just south

of Perry Hall Bridge. Large
family-friendly Generous
George chain pub, reasonably

priced food, real ale, garden

New Navigation Walsall.
4 01922627496.By the top
lock. Friendly back street

local withreal ale and garden

Waterfront Walsall. 01922

5 616382. By the townbasin
arm. Newly built modern
waterside Hungry Horse pub

withreal ale, food until 10pm

Robin Hood Willenhall.

6 01902 635070.5 mins
north of Bughole Br.Range
of localreal ales and ciders, bar

snacks (pies) all day, garden

Waggon & Horses Toll End
7 Rd, Tipton. 0121502 6453,
Up Ocker Hill Arm towpath,
right at mainroad. '‘Brewery
tap'for local Toll End Brewery.

Garden, ClosedlunchMon-Thu

Hamstead GreenLa, Great

Barr. 0121358 6720.5 mins

south of Chimney Bridge.
Large family-friendly pub,
(Stonegate chain), affordable

food, real ale and garden

Tennis Court Walsall Road,
9 Perry Barr.0121356 8124.
10 mins south east of top
lock. Family-friendly Stonegate
chainpub withreal ale, food and
garden. Sports TV, live music

Village Green Marsh Hill,

10 Erdington.01213731191.15
mins east of Brookvale
Road Bridge. Real ale, food (part

of Flaming Grill chain), garden

advisedto phonetobe sure

JOURNEY PLANNER

48 April 2020 Canal Boat

MUST SEE &~ -

ASTON HALL

Aston Hall, not far from the
canal near Salford Junction, is
alarge andimpressive
mansion built in the Jacobean
styleinthe early 17th Century.
Now owned by Birmingham
city, itis openin summer with
aseries of period rooms
decorated with furniture,
paintings and fittings from the
city'smuseums and art
galleries collections.

o some boaters, the formerly
industrial waterways of the

Birmingham Canal Navigations

(BCN) are at best a means to an
end: a length of urban canal to be traversed
to reach the more attractive rural cruising
grounds on the far side. To others, the
surviving 100 miles of what was the
country’s most intensely industrial
network have an attraction in their own
right: these BCN enthusiasts will seek out
every dead end, looking for signs of old
wharves, basins and arms and the history
that they reveal.

By and large, boaters in the first group

Follow the route with our map showing distances, locks and pubs

) ¢ P

will most likely take the BCN Main Line,
covering the distance from Aldersley
Junction near Wolverhampton to Gas
Street Basin in Birmingham in the shortest
distance and the least time. Those in the
second group will like nothing better than
to wander off to the far northern reaches,
heading up the Wyrley & Essington to
Anglesey Basin, Norton Canes and the
Daw End Branch before returning south
down the Rushall Canal to Birmingham.
But we'’re going to take a third route
through the system from west to east,
possibly one cruised even less than those
already mentioned - taking in the Walsall

canalboat,co.uk
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and Tame Valley canals, quiet routes
whose surroundings were was once
industrial heartland, but (at least in places)
are getting greener with every year.

We begin at Aldersley Junction, where
we turn off the Staffordshire &
Worcestershire Canal to enter what is now
the Main Line of the BCN, but was
originally simply the Birmingham Canal.

Completed as early as 1772, this
consisted of one route linking Birmingham
to Wolverhampton and Aldersley Junction,
and a second branching off to Wednesbury.
The first of these, heavily rebuilt over the
years (including whole new sections of

canalboat.co.uk

straight canal to bypass the original
windings) has come down to us in the form
of today’s BCN Main Line.

For all these rebuildings, the canal which
leads from Aldersley Junction straight into
the 21 locks of the Wolverhampton flight
isn’t that much different from when
pioneering canal engineer James Brindley
first laid it out. The locks wind onward and
upward: there’s no great impressive vista
of them rising up the hill, but there are
always several within sight. And as we
climb, the surroundings are transformed
from a semi-rural beginning with the
racecourse on one side, via the housing

CRUISE GUIDE

o Clim_bing the 21 locks -
into Wolverhampton

estates, and railway viaducts and formerly
industrial surroundings Wolverhampton’s
outskirts, until by the time we leave the top
lock we’re in the city centre.

Oh, an aside: one thing that has changed
is that they were originally a flight of 20.
The observant boater (and BCN
enthusiast) will spot the ‘extra’ lock: it’s the
one with single bottom gate rather than a
pair, reflecting changes in BCN practice
over the years.

A former wharf with boaters’ facilities
and moorings for the city is followed by a
‘tunnel’ - actually a long bridge, and
another later addition dating from a

1H WOLVERHAMPTON - m BIRCHILLS
W ?MILES / 21 LOCKS 8 MILES / NO LOCKS 2
L o L)
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The ‘curly Wyrley’ looking rural near Wednesfield

straightening of the canal - which passes
under the railway station approaches. Then
the centre of Wolverhampton is gradually
left behind as the canal leads through an
industrial area rapidly being transformed
by new developments, to reach Horseley
Fields Junction.

One of a number of BCN junctions with
deceptively rural sounding names (the
others include Deepfields and Pudding
Green), this industrial location was an
important connection in the canals’
working life, especially in the early days
when it was the only link between the Main
Line and the Wyrley & Essington Canal,
onto which we now take a left turn.

Opened in 1797, this 23-mile canal ran
through the northern part of the Black
Country industrial area and past Lichfield

Industrial surroundings on the Wyrley & Essington

() BIRCHILLS ) - ) WALSALL )
%
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to meet the Coventry Canal at
Huddlesford. Originally an independent
waterway, it became part of the BCN in
1840.

30 locks were all in the last few miles as
it descended to Huddlesford, a section
abandoned in 1956 (but being restored by
the Lichfield & Hatherton Canals
Restoration Trust). So our next few miles
are lock-free, and form part of the
‘Wolverhampton Level: over 40 miles of
canal all on the same level, 473ft above sea
level, which includes part of the Main Line
and various branches. There was once a
local type of boat (known as a ‘wharf boat’
or ‘Ampton Boat”) used exclusively for
local traffic on this level: longer and wider
than the standard 70ft by 7ft narrowboat, it
carried considerably more cargo, but was

Passing the junction at Birchills

too big for the locks.

Sometimes nicknamed the Curly Wyrley
on account of its typical early construction,
bending this way and that to follow the lie
of the land, the first few miles are
nonetheless fairly straight as the canal
heads for Wednesfield. Look out for a small
mooring basin under a towpath bridge on
the right: this was the Bentley Canal, a
short-cut to the Walsall closed as recently
as 1961, but with little remaining today.

The Curly Wyrley begins to live up to its
nickname over the next few miles — indeed,
adrive along the A4174 used to involve
crossing the canal eight times between
Wolverhampton and Brownhills, until the
road was diverted. One of the tightest
bends is at Sneyd — and this was once a
junction with the W&E’s second route. You
can just see the remains of the first of a
series of locks climbing northwards to
serve Great Wyrley itself. A second branch
off this line then led to Essington, and
reached what some would say was the
highest ever navigable level on the BCN.
Others would disagree, pointing out that
the Essington line had already closed by
the time of the 1840 merger, so it was never
actually part of the BCN. Such is BCN
pedantry...

Another mile brings us to Birchills

canalboat,co.uk



SEE ALSO

ROUGH WOOD CHASE
NATURE RESERVE

The naturereserve is made up of six
separatereserves inked by the towpath of
the Wyrley & Essington Canal west of
Sneyd. They include Rough Wood, a series
of pools surrounded by oak woodland, and
Sneyd Reservoir, a former canal water
supply. They are haven for wildflowers,
waterfowl. insects and amphibians.

Junction, and another opportunity for
pedantry. In common parlance the canal
which we now bear right into is called the
Walsall Canal, which takes a somewhat
circuitous route southwards through the
middle of the BCN network to reach the
New Main Line at Pudding Green. But the
truth, as usual, is more complex: the
through route from Birchills to Pudding
Green was actually built in at least five
sections, over a period of around 70
years, and only one of them under the
name of the Walsall Canal.

After half a mile we reach the eight
Walsall Locks, a closely spaced flight
leading down into the town. Look out for
the attractive old boatmen’s mission
building by the top lock: it operated as a
small but interesting canal museum in the
1980s and 1990s but has been closed for
many years.

canalboat.co.uk

A tall factory chimney dominates the
scene around the junction below the locks,
where the short Walsall Town Arm
branches off to the left, leading to a basin
with moorings for the town centre’s shops
and pubs, and a small warehouse building
now home to a restaurant.

The Walsall Canal continues through an
industrial area which had something of a
reputation a few decades back: in the late
1990s an early BCN Clean Up volunteer
effort pulled out an unlikely number of
shopping trolleys from a single short
length, while a little longer ago a
waterways guide book suggested that the
easiest way to get a feel for the essence of
the Walsall Canal was to stand in your
dustbin.

While it still won’t win any beauty
contests and it’s not entirely free of
rubbish, my experience from recent years

CRUISE GUIDE

A BCN Explorer -

Cruise proyides a

re sight of a-busy
Walsall Locks flight

T

Leaving the basin at the end of the Walsall Arm

is that it’s no worse to navigate than many
urban stretches (and better than some),
and nature is doing its best to soften the
ex-industrial landscapes in many places
(although I do miss the occasional exciting
view straight into a canalside
metalworking furnace in earlier times).

The canal follows an S-shaped course
through the heart of the Black Country,
passing Darlaston and Moxley before
reaching Ocker Hill. Look out for the
remains of a couple of lost connections:
the old Anson Branch (which used to lead
to the Bentley Canal, mentioned earlier)
and the Bradley Locks Branch, another
potentially useful connection to the
Wednesbury Oak Loop and BCN Main
Line, abandoned in the 1950s. However
unlike the Bentley, much has survived
buried but unobstructed, and the Bradley
Canal Restoration Society hopes to
reopen it.

At Tame Valley Junction near Ocker
Hill, we leave the Walsall and take a left
turn onto the Tame Valley Canal.
Compared to the canals we’ve followed so

m = [ OCKER HILL ()
5 MILES / NO LOCKS 7‘
= =]
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far, its course is direct and its history is
straightforward. Opened in 1844, it
provided a bypass for the Birmingham &
Fazeley Canal’s increasingly busy,
congested and constricted Farmer’s Bridge
Locks. The Tame Valley by contrast
features a wide, straight channel with twin
towpaths, high embankments and deep
cuttings (providing a curious sense of
isolation from the surrounding housing
estates and industries) as it heads
eastwards past Wednesbury.

A series of high aqueducts carry the
canal over a railway line, a spur of the M5 /
M6 motorway junction, and the River Tame
(here just a small stream). The Rushall
Canal (another link to the Wyrley &
Essington) enters on the left, then a deep
cutting leads to Perry Barr Locks. Known
by the working boatmen as the New
Thirteen (by comparison to the Old
Thirteen at Farmer’s Bridge), the first
seven chambers lead down the hill in an
impressively dead straight line, before a
gentle bend is followed by the remaining
more spread-out lock. Playing fields and a
cemetery, Birmingham’s largest, provide
some relief from the built-up surroundings,
but the M6 motorway begins to make itself
felt, crossing the canal twice before
paralleling it on the approach to Salford.

Meanwhile the A38(M) Aston
Expressway approaches from the right,

Motorways and sliproads cthetge above "
the'canal on the approah to Salford Jufietion. -

OCKER HILL = PERRY BARR =
5 MILES / NO LOCKS 8 9
= =
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Lone angler on the straight, wide Tame Valley

and they (and a couple of other roads for
good measure) meet directly above the
canal at the interchange known as
Spaghetti Junction, with sliproads
crossing at multiple levels and lengthy
sections of canal bridged over. But few of
the people driving past will realise that
there was a junction here long before the
motorways were planned. Here the Tame
Valley Canal ends - but you have a choice
of three routes to continue your journey at
the rather overshadowed four-way canal
junction.

Bear left to join the Birmingham &
Fazeley Canal eastbound, passing directly
under a factory building before gradually
leaving Birmingham for open country on
the way to Fazeley. Or take the first sharp
right to take the B&F uphill via the Aston

s i 2}

The ‘New Thirteen’ Perry Barr Locks

and Farmers Bridge flights through the
heart of Birmingham to reach Gas Street
Basin, the BCN Main Line and the
Worcester & Birmingham Canal. Or finally,
take the second right for the Saltley Cut, or
to use its full title, the Birmingham &
Warwick Junction Canal. This is one of
two routes from Birmingham onto the
Grand Union Canal - you can tell there’s a
change of waterway from the (now
gateless) former shallow stop-lock just
past the junction, built to separate the two
companies’ water supplies. It’s a somewhat
low-key meeting point between two giants
of the waterways system, the GU and the
BCN, but it marks the end of your BCN
cruise and the beginning of the GU’s long
route south to London. &

SEE ALSO

T AR TR fhti

WEDNESBURY MUSEUM
AND ART GALLERY

An easy walk from the Tame
Valley or Walsall canal, this
small but interesting collection
is suitable for family visits. As
well as fine art paintings and
pottery, there are collections
of toys, and ‘nostalgiarooms’
with displays of everyday
objects from the 1960s-70s.
Admission free, open Wed,
Thuand Sat April-September

canalboat,co.uk



...or west up Aston Locks...

To (under cl
» Anglesey
Branch
To Huddlesford
Cannock (under restoration)
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Great Wyrley Catshill Junction N
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%_ Darlaston 'E
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%@ £ Rushall Locks
Deepfields Jct

Coseley Tunnel

Tipton
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Tunnel * 5-spon Lane Locks ' Canal to Fazeley

Salford Jct

Saltley Cut or Birmingham
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Garrison
Lock
Stourbridge Canal ocks
to Stourton Bordesley Junction

. Grand Union Canal

To London

Worcester & Birmingham
Canal to Worcester

4 MILES / 13 LOCKS h‘
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BOATYARD SERVICES

2 P W

Chandlery Diesel Elsan
disposal

o & 1

Gas Holiday hire  Moorings
e

e
Pump-  Repairs  Slipway
out

There are no boatyards on this
month'sroute, sohereare a
selection onnearby canals:

Hatherton Marina, Staffs &
Worcs Canal 07919466368

1/

Staffs & Worcs Canal
01902 75147

wsin

Z2bA

Oxley Marina, Staffs & Worcs
Canal 01902 789522

ool
Pelr/
Napton Narrowboats,

Autherley, Shropshire Union
Canal 01902789942

< b
] ) Y =N 4 VA
CanalTransport Services,

Norton Canes, Cannock
Extension Canal 01543 374370

1/

Coombeswood Canal Trust,
Hawne basin, Dudley No 2
Canal 01215501355

i e
ivelar.
New MainLine 0121520 5362

iz

Sherborne Wharf, Birmingham,
BCN Main Line Oozells Street
Loop 01214556163

Lyon Boatyard, Warstock
Stratford Canal 0121474 4977

Copt Heath Wharf, Solihull,
Grand Union Canal
0121704 4464

d I T2 %y
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PLANAR HEATERS

ST S

g
w(‘\\ﬂﬁiﬁﬁ_{ Official Distributor

3 Year Guarantee » Excellent customer service * Lovv power and fuel consurnptlon
* Space saving installation * Simple to operate * Best quality products at a fraction of the price ~a =
* After sales and technical help telephone support 7 days a week

www.planarheaters.co.uk | 01962 622644 | 07597039789 | sales@planarheaters.co.uk

Planar Heaters UK, Unit 11B, Bryn Y Pys Farm Estate, Wrexham Road, Oveton On Dee LL13-OH

f v © P

State of the art a
technology in a secluded
and peaceful setting

54

EXCLUSIVE

MOLTEN ZINC
METAL SPRAYING

Set in 20 acres of quiet, sheltered countryside

Close to Foxton Locks with easy cruising to
Market Harborough, Leicester and beyond

Long term and short term moorings

Hardstanding for winter storage
and DIY fit-out

DEBDALE
0116 2793034 MARINA

steve@debdalewharf.co.uk
and maintenance services including www.debdalewharf.co.uk

grit blasting and molten zinc

Diesel, electricity, water, calor & coal

Brand new engineering workshops
with a full range of fabrication

metal spraying for the ultimate Now avallable, purpose bwlt building with

in hull protection entable D JY'S complete with lifting gear & moveable platforms
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BESPOKE BOAT BUILDERS AND FITTERS OF:

NARROWBOATS ~ WIDE BEAMS ~ DUTCH BARGES ~ HULLS
SAILAWAYS ~ LINED SAILAWAYS ~ FULL FITS

BOATS CURRENTLY IN BUILD GIVE YOUR BOAT A

62ft x 13ft 9” Bespoke ‘ e

ST ! Our services include
LB T : - shot blasting, re-blacking and

70ft x 15ft Bespoke = — re-painting top coats
Dutch Barge - Cat C S :
63ft x 13ft Bespoke Dutch Barge

62ft x 12ft two

Tel: (01926) 811 699 | www.bluewaterboats.co.uk | info@bluewaterboats.co.uk
K International Old Barn Farm, Harbury Road, Ladbroke, Warwickshire, CV47 2DF

REALISINGPOSSIBILITY

Q Peel L&P

Moorings available at Preston Brook Maring,
Marina Lane, Runcorn, Cheshire.

250 Berth Marina
Secure parking & 24hr locked gate
Elsan & fresh water facilities
Pump out

Email: bridgewatercanal@peel.co.uk
Tel: 01928 719 081
www.bridgewatercanal.co.uk

Residential moorings available subject to application

Moorings available at Castlefield Maring,
City Centre of Manchester.

A sought after location
Private elsan facilities
Platinum licence location

Email: bridgewatercanal@peel.co.uk
Tel: 0161 629 8432

www.bridgewatercanal.co.uk
o @bridgewatercanal

Phone lines open between 2pm and 4pm Monday to Friday o .
@bridgewaterway
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CRAFTY BUSINES
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editor@canalboat.co.uk

DECK CRAFT

CELEBRATING THE 3Rs...REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE

BECOMING BOSUN’S MATE

What do you give a cool cat who has everything — even down to his own
on-board catflap for those late nights? Helen Tidy shows us from scratch

ast year l had a tremendous time
making things for my favourite
dog, Boots. This was so successful
that I decided to have a crack at
making things for cats. There was just the
one problem. Andy is severely allergic to
cats, so much so he cannot venture into
anyone’s home with a feline.
I can parade around with cats as much as
I fancy, so long as I have a washing
machine on standby for a swift change of
clothes prior to meeting up with him. And
this is not always practical when boating.
Undeterred, I still decided it was worth a
go. After all, what are a few allergies
between friends? We were cruising down
the Thames and knew we would be
meeting up with our friends Karen and
Bret and their gorgeous Dutch Barge,
Edith. We first met a few years ago at the
Ware Festival where we were selling jam
and Karen was selling her book Isn’t It
Cold in Winter? and we’ve kept in touch
ever since. Principle shipmate is their
lovely cat Bosun, a half Persian,
half 57 varieties mix, who has his
very own catflap entrance to
enable him to board Edith
independently. Like most cats,
Bosun is a law unto himself. There
was no way to know in advance
whether he’d like any of the things
I was making, and even if he did,
there was no guarantee he’d
perform for the camera. But it was

too good an opportunity to
miss. Particularly as our
friends are especially good at
al fresco entertaining meaning
that Andy could avoid cat
allergens with ease. With a
flurry of texts flying back and
forth the week before our
appointed meeting, we
established that the weather
would be fine, and we would
barbecue outdoors at Beale
Park with a gazebo erected in
case of a change in the
weather. Of course, come the
day, it was absolutely tipping
down, proper stair rod rain,
but we pressed on regardless.

canalboat.co.uk

Sitting under the gazebo, admiring the rain
torrents pouring into the Thames, we had
the most delightful evening dining on
delicious food and sharing lots of laughter.
We even managed to find time to dodge
the deluge and try out Bosun with the
things I'd been creating.

My first make was a scratching post. I
know from my sister that something for
cats to on scratch other than the furniture
can be a welcome addition to any cat
owner’s life. For this I needed a short
length of wood, a piece of carpet (Iused a
sample tile discarded by a carpet shop), a
couple of different thicknesses of rope or
string, and some carpet tacks. First, I
drilled a hole in one end of the wood to hold
a hanging loop and then at the opposite
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end I wrapped the carpet tile around until
the wood was totally encased. Some
contact adhesive may be helpful here, I
certainly found my carpet held better for
its use. I then hammered in some carpet
tacks to make sure all was secure. This
done, I used my thickest piece of string,
which was more like rope, and wound it
around snugly above the carpet. Its end
was tucked in and once more tacks were
hammered in to hold it all together. Next, I
used a thinner string to cover the
remaining wood and provide a different
texture for scratching. A hanging loop was
fashioned out of the remaining string and
that was that. It was the perfect height to fit
under a shelf in our cabin which was
unfortunate as it was not destined for us.

Knowing that cats are not the obliging
creatures that dogs can be, I thought I'd go
armed with a batch of cat treats as back up
bribery. These were extremely easy to
make though I'm afraid to say I have no
idea how long they would keep for.

CAT TREATS

Oven to Gas 4

250g plain flour

1V2 tsp catnip

40g skimmed milk powder
35g Margarine, melted
100mls Milk

1tbsp honey

legg

J—
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The dry ingredients were mixed
together first, with melted margarine and
egg added next. The milk was poured in a
little at a time until a soft dough formed.
This was then rolled out, cut into small
rounds, and baked for 20-30 minutess.

On first encountering his scratching
post, Bosun seemed totally nonplussed so
I pulled out the cat treats in the hopes of
encouraging him. With great elegance, he
simply stepped over the scratching post
to get to the treat and then retired to his
corner in the wheelhouse. Thankfully his
owners kept the scratching post in the
hopes of encouraging him to use it a later
date. They have a sofa that is currently
Bosun’s favourite thing to scratch and are
rather hoping to wean him off this and
onto the post. Here’s hoping!

The cat treats were far more
successful. For added interest I'd tucked
one into the centre of 4 interlocking
circles cut from a cardboard tube and
formed into a ball. The treat in the
middle gave the ball a bit of weight and a
rattle, and skittered off across the floor
pleasingly when Bosun knocked it with
his paw. It has to be said that the ball
lasted approximately five seconds as
with a second bat of his paw, Bosun
succeeded in scattering the component
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parts and tucked into its centre. From
his perch in the wheelhouse, Bosun did
get a little more excited by the toy I
made out of a stick, an empty foil tea
packet and some gaffer tape. This really
was the work of a moment but was
something that cats (and their owners)
could have a great deal of fun with. Just
make sure your empty packet is not
lined with plastic, which caused me to
discard the more colourful coffee bag.
Simply cut the foil packet into a
rectangle and snip three quarters of the
way all along its width. Then stick this to
alength of gaffer tape, wrap it around
the end of your stick and voila!

A shiny toy to play with! Bosun wasn’t
prepared to move to play with this when
the camera was on him, but he did enjoy
the light bouncing off the foil and
engaged with it in a just-moving-his-
head kind of way. Every time I put the
camera down he would tantalisingly
reach out to paw it. Note to self: never
put camera down when trying to
photograph cats.

My next play thing was a little more
successful. Using a medium sized
cardboard box, picked up from a

supermarket, I stretched an old/worn-out

T-shirt over it so that the neck hole was
directly in front of the open box end. The
bottom of the tee shirt was tied to secure
it to the box and the sleeves tucked into
themselves on the sides. Couldn’t have
been easier. Bosun was really quite
delighted with this. As soon as it was

canalboat.co.uk

CRAFTY BUSINESS

AT,

AT,

placed near him, he leapt down from his
wheelhouse perch to investigate. After a
couple of sniffs, he was straight in giving
me just enough time to snatch a shot of
his disappearing tail.

On the whole, the makes were fairly
successful, and certainly they were all
very easy to make. The scratching post
took the most amount effort but even
that was simple. It would make a

lovely gift for either a boat or
“  house dwelling cat and is
certainly a lot more cost
effective than the vast range of
products on the market. Of
course, there is no guarantee
that your chosen feline
recipient will use it anymore
than the all singing all dancing
ones available for purchase. At
least with this, you only have
wasted your time and a few scrap
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WATERSIDE WILDLIFE

TREEWATCHERS LOOK TO SPRING FORECASTS

DASH FOR ASH?

...or will oak win the race to come into leaf

ak before ash we’re in for a
splash, ash before oak we’re
in for a soak.” After this
wet winter we're all
wondering what the summer will bring.
Both trees come into leaf between late
March and May, but oak leaves are more
dependent on temperature and ash leaves
on the number of hours of daylight. A
warm spring usually means that oak wins
the race, but either way the old rhyme
does not forecast a dry summer.

Mature ash trees are tall and graceful
with pale brown to grey bark that fissures
as the tree ages. Winter trees are
distinguished by smooth twigs with black,
velvety leaf buds arranged opposite each
other. Purple flowers appear before the
leaves in spring, growing in spiked
clusters at the tips of twigs. The leaves
have three to six pairs of light green, oval
leaflets with a single terminal leaflet. Ash
timber is strong, durable and flexible,
making it useful for tool handles, flooring,
and rowing oars.

In Nordic mythology, the entire
universe was supported and sheltered by
a huge ash tree. But our ash trees are in
big trouble: a fungal disease, Ash Dieback,
originating in Asia and arriving in the UK
via Europe, is spreading rapidly and is
now expected to kill more than 70 percent
of our native ash trees — a level of
devastation similar to that caused by
Dutch Elm Disease back in the 1970s.
Stricken trees are prone to shedding limbs

(14

A Blue Tit keeps watch from an ash tree
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or collapsing completely, so don’t moor
beneath one. Symptoms include lesions at
the base of dead side shoots, wilting and
lost leaves, and dead new growth on
mature trees. Airborne spores from
fruiting bodies on leaf litter can spread for
miles, sticking to ash leaves where they
germinate and grow within the tree,
eventually blocking the water transport
system.

There is some hope on the horizon:
research workers are trying to identify
tolerant trees to propagate via cuttings,
the eventual aim to re-establish the ash
tree in the wild, but it would take about 50
years for the population to recover. In the
meantime our environment will take a
multi-billion pound economic shock and
many species that are dependent on the
Ash tree will follow it into local extinction.

Spring tree canopies are laden with
caterpillars busy munching the fresh
leaves. The handsome little acrobat, the
Blue Tit, only produces one brood of chicks
ayear and it has to time the hatching of the
eggs to coincide with the bumper harvest
of caterpillars. Each chick can eat 100
caterpillars a day and, with eight to 12
chicks in the average brood, that’s an awful
lot of caterpillars the parents must find.

With its colourful mix of blue, yellow,
white and green, “Tomtit” is one of our
most attractive small birds. Originally a
resident of oak woodland, it has spread
throughout the countryside: look for it
clinging upside down to the outermost
twigs of trees searching for food - mostly
insects and spiders, but also seeds, pollen
and nectar. The depth of the colour of the
sulphur yellow underparts reflects the
number of yellow-green caterpillars the
bird has eaten: females prefer mates with
very yellow breasts. The sexes look the
same to us, but birds can see in the
ultra-violet and males have a brighter blue
crown.

Blue tits sing mostly in late winter and
spring to defend their territory and attract
amate. The female builds the nestin a
natural tree cavity before laying one egg a
day for up to 16 days — some of the largest
clutches of any song bird. The male feeds
her during this energetically demanding
period - you may see them sitting side by
side on a branch, the female accepting a
beakful of caterpillars with rapidly
fluttering wings. You won’t see the
fledglings until May, but you can
recognise them by their generally
yellower appearance than the adults (all
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his is the month many of us wait for

because it is the time most plants,

flowers and vegetables, can be

started from seed. To my mind,
there is little more exciting than watching
tiny seedlings appear and develop into pots
full of colourful flowers or mouth watering
vegetables.

Whether you are going to sow seeds into
new pots or recycled containers, I find five
litre water bottles particularly good for this,
it is essential to ensure you have good
drainage and compost. If choosing plastic
remember to add some pebbles in the bottom
for extra weight. This month I want to get
some summer annuals going, a particularly
good thing if you live in an urban
environment to help bees and butterflies.
Seed varieties can be mixed together or
grown alone and if you check on the seed
packet it should tell you how many weeks it
will be before flowering - some take as little
as eight weeks! Pretty pink and mauve
Candytuft is very easy to grow as is the
brightly coloured Linaria with its clusters of

tiny Snapdragon flowers. Nemesia is a firm
favourite and will often flower all the year
round in milder areas. Other reliable and fast
flowering plants include tagetese, sometimes
called marigolds, nasturtiums which have
varieties that dramatically trail everywhere
as well as bedding varieties with a more bush
like habit. An advantage of nasturtiums is
that they are edible as well as beautiful and
would make any summer salad a thing of
delight! Poppies, corn flowers and dwarf
varieties of cosmos would all grow happily in
pots. Take a browse in any seed department

BOATERS BREAK

and see what takes your fancy! It is worth
bearing in mind it is still springtime and the
true delights of daffodils and tulips are at
their best right now. Dainty primroses and
violets really sum up spring days and with all
the bright and exotic varieties now available
there is no excuse for not having something
on the front of the boat. Almost everywhere
you shop there will be pots of bulbs and
polyanthus which will give a few weeks of
cheerful colour.

On the vegetable front, the one thing I
can’t do without, other than herbs, is a couple
of tomato plants and a few dwarf beans. It is
still a bit early for the beans but a few tomato
seeds will be planted ready to be planted
outside in a few weeks. The best variety I
have found for the boat to date is called
Summerlast from Suttons Seeds, however,
there are a number of alternative varieties
suitable for growing in small spaces such as
tomato ‘Balconi’ from Thompson and
Morgan as well as Pot Minibel and Tom
Thumb. Pop a few seeds in a pot now and
they will soon be ready for the summer!

WATERWAYS

THE

From Apriland throughinto the
summer months, you're certain
tohear reports from folk about
strings of movinglightsinthe
sky.

Thereason for this explosion of
‘strange’ sightingsis two-fold.
The procession of lights that
others and perhaps yourself will
seeis the glint of sunlight off the
surfaces of satellites, but lots of
them gathered togetherina
constellation allmoving

with Seb Jay

together. They are Starlink
satellites, launched by Elon
Musk's Space X company, and
are set to provide satellite
broadbandinternet accessona
global scale.

Over thenext decade, Space X
plans tolaunchas many as
12,000 of these tiny satellites. No
bigger thanthe galley areaon
your boat, they are currently
sentupinpackets of 60 atatime
every few weeks. After launch

canalboat.co.uk

A staircase below a city wall

It shares its name with a junction and an aqueduct

Also known as Slattocks

Three locks, one with a guillotine gate

Two locks on the Ashton which were once duplicated

A famous staircase of five locks

Three locks which raise the Leeds & Liverpool to its highest level

They used to carry the Lancaster Canal towards Kendal

A flight of four on the Ashton

The only flight on the Macclesfield

Fit your answers into the grid so that the letters in the coloured box

spell out the name of another flight of locks in the North of England
LAST MONTH'S ANSWERS: Lincoln, Wakefield, Bath, Oxford, Leeds, Tewkesbury,
Newark, Northampton, Chester, Godalming

Putting your answers into the grid in the correct order spells out the final answer:
MAIDENHEAD

they travel togetherinatrain
about 340 miles above us,
eventually spreading further
apart fromeachother.

The secondreason why you'll
hear alot more about themis
thatinthe spring and summer
months, they'llbe easier to see.
It's simply that the sun drops
more shallowly below our
horizon at night than during
winter, illuminating them more
readily to our earthbound eyes.

Canal Boat April 2020 61



WESTFIELD

SUB AQUA & MARINE INSURANCE SERVICES LTD

Specialist Narrow Boat

Insurance

* BOAT & CONTENTS * ACCIDENTAL DAMAGE « VANDALISM
* MALICIOUS DAMAGE * FIRE & THEFT « FLOOD DAMAGE
* THIRD PARTY LIABILITY « LOW EXCESSES

For an instant quote phone

on 01483 237827
or visit rrowboatinsurance

Now
— available
in a handy

INVE BESPOKE 2.5L as well
-—QR MARINE & .

AUTOMOTIVE
COVERS

OPIES

EST. 2011

o TAILOR MADE COVERS TO SUIT YOUR NEED:

FAME WORK
STORAGE BAGS

mould a thing
of the past. The
safest, most

1526402 CRATCH SEATS

AND MORE...

STRAVAIG IS G50 Q TOP BOX COVERS [l G

effective way of

removing gunge
from ANY

exterior surface!

TEL: 01384 394469

FIND US ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER u

WWW.KINVERCANOPIES.CO.UK SALES@KINVERCANOPIES.CO.UK
UNIT 11 GAINSBOROUGH TRADING EST, RUFFORD RD, STOURBRIDGE DY9 7ND

e best Extremely  Efficient .

quality steel competitive quick
used prices service

We provide a customer first service that suits
your needs, no job is too big or too small. Our

07902 924569 - 01952 825744 obigort
SJACKSONANDSONS@OUTLOOK.COM e e
SJACKSONANDSONSBOATBU[LDERS LTD.COM | the team, we can get your dream boat to you as

soon as possible.

Famlly run
business for
over 70 years.

2-8 berth boats available
with choice of delightful
routes. Weekly hire and
MEMBERS OF CRT. e M = short breaks. 10 and
WA & CAMRA/ & Sl B e W\ Enight:

SAVE 10% :
NHS Staff, Forces,
Rescue Service
SAVE 15%

Get to grips with the
basics before buying, with
one of our great boating

e r 1 N
holidays!
PET FRIENDL o Y

Crown Street, Stone, Staffs ST15 8QN
Email: mail@canalcruising.co.uk

AQUALINE.

AN UNMATCHED RANGE OF NARROWBEAMS & WIDEBEAMS AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY FROM

Hanbury Wharf, Hanbury
01905 794 445

=

AQUALINE

weNEW &

USED BOAT
w\

www.newandusedboat.co.uk  www.aqulinemarine.co.uk

SECOND TO NONE.

Mercia Marina, Derby
01283 707 357
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EpIFANES &
Yactit Coatings

Epifanes Yacht Enamel

Traditional high gloss topcoat ® Excellent flow and covering
Colourfast e longlasting gloss retention ® Great weather durability
Available in 45 splashing colours

Fa.

Epifanes Yacht Coatings
Tel (+31) 297 360 366
www.epifanes.nl/uk
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fyou ever need proof that bad events can

= = sometimes lead to good outcomes, just
ask William Graham.
With his wife Michelle, William runs
i i The Graphics Boat, which tours the inland

waterways offering a vinyl signwriting

graphics (the couple also work with clothing).
“We both had full-time jobs,” said William.

“I worked in the construction sector with my

brother, but things became difficult with the

recession. We already had a boat and
wondered how we could make a living

William and Michelle Graham of the Gl’aphiCS travelling round the country.”

Boat found leaving the cut was too hard S0, 1n 2007, Michelle gave up an ,
accountancy career to get the business going
and the couple began their new life,
discovering a seasonal element to canalside
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demand for its product; so online business
is very important.

William confesses that the equipment
needed to produce vinyl graphics
necessitates some compromise when it’s on
anarrow boat that is also a home.

“It’s difficult. There are raw materials,
equipment such as a roll slicer and printer
and there’s lots of stuff to run so you need
an inverter to ensure uninterrupted power.
The front lounge has gone. The dinette is
where we socialise.”

Having a strong grasp on what people
want is particularly important, so that
William and Michelle have the right vinyl
to hand and have to be prepared for
changes in taste. “We sold a lot of cream

canalboat.co.uk

vinyl, now we sell very little of it. All you
can do is try to have a minimum level of
stock.”

The couple have traded in three boats
(having the first one lengthened by six
feet), and also have a house in Scotland,
whose garage doubles as a store.

“We were getting quite busy on the boat
and thought we’d go land based, so we
moved into a house in Scotland,” said
William. “We missed the canals too much
so we bought another boat. We’re
transitioning to live full time on it, and at
the moment we’re 50 per cent land based,
50 per cent afloat.”

Their current base is a 57ft CTS with a
marinised Armstrong Siddeley motor more

ONTHECUT

YA A ]

commonly found in farm machinery.
William describes this as “a modern
traditional engine. It looks and sounds
nice”.

A 125¢cc motoreycle is another essential
piece of equipment, as the couple try to
moor in areas close a post office and use
the bike to despatch deliveries.

The couple are clearly delighted at being
back on the cut.

“We like making things and it’s great to
look out of the window and see a different
view every day.” &

The Graphics Boat,

Telephone: 01644 625 005
Thegraphicshoat.co.uk
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SMOKE THE
WATER

Safety must come first every time — so we don't need regulations
to install smoke detectors, do we, asks James Millsop?

ver the past couple of winters,

there have been several

reports of fires on

narrowboats. I had never seen
the effects of a boat fire first hand until
recently when we were asked to recover
one from the water to load onto a lorry.
This particular fire was reportedly
started by an arsonist, but most are
accidental. To see the damage caused is
sobering to say the least, and in the
(thankfully rare) cases where there are
fatalities, the effects are life changing for
those close to those involved.

Yes, boats can offer a haven of
tranquility and peace and they can offer a
way of life which some can only dream of
and others cannot comprehend, but the
need for respect of the dangers on board
must be paramount. There are killers that
lurk; carbon monoxide (I had my own
scare / close call with this many years
ago), gas, smoke, naked flames, 230V
electricity, generator exhaust fumes...and
I suppose alcohol and angry wives could
be added to the list!

Last April, the Boat Safety rules were

Be safety aware

quite wisely changed to add carbon

monoxide detectors to the list of The BSS leaflet Fire Safety on Boats

requirements. gives valuable advice on how to
There is, however, still no requirement prevent fire hazards on boats. It

for smoke detectors. recommends fitting optical sensor
We shouldn’t need rules though, as smoke alarms with hush buttons

most of the safety precautions which and ‘sealed for life’ batteries. They

should be taken are common sense and I are much less prone to nuisance

would urge all those who have a boat or alarms from cooking fumes and the

are thinking about getting one to take hush button allows rapid silencing

these considerations extremely seriously. if a nuisance alarm occurs.

You’re a long time dead. &
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Canal Boat Engine &

If you are planning to build a narrow beam or broad
beam, we have a powerful hybrid system for you

WHISPER QUIET ELECTRIC DRIVE
DRASTICALLY REDUCE ENGINE HOURS AND SAVE ON FUEL
RUN EVERY 230V APPLIANCE YOU USE AT HOME

COOK ELECTRIC AND ELIMINATE GAS WITH OUR
POWERFUL GENERATION CAPABILITY

HybridMarine
w'
Tel 01983403236 \Web www.hybridmarine.co.uk Email info@hybridmarine.co.uk

@ Hybrid-Marine, Hybrid Electric Marine Propulsion

MARINE E.NGIN.E SERVICES (MIDLEANDS)

Lister Petter Parts Specialists
Rebuilds, Repairs, Parts and Advice
for Lister, BMC and other mature
engines and gearboxes

So call Sue or Richard on 01926 356200 for help and advice.
Email: sue@mes-midlands.co.uk www.mes-midlands.co.uk

BETA MARINE

Your needs, our tailored solutions
Delivering reliability and peace of mind

-

Try our Diesel Engine & Boat Maintenance coursé

elp This two day course covers all the essential maintenance tasks that

can be completed by the average boater without the use of specialist
tools, and that will help you to keep your boat in good order.

8 ance
gssential m;l g dOr der
keep you

Our extensive range of courses also includes RYA Helmsmanship, Boat Plumbing,
Heating and Engine Installation and Boat Electrical Systems (design and installation).

www.betamarine.co.uk w@@

T: +44 (0)1452 723492 : sales@betamarine.co.uk
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~Gearbox Directory
X Colentt Boots

BMC 1.5 and 1.8 Engine Specialists Q@?

VISIT OUR ONLINE
CHANDLERY
CALCUTTBOATSSHOP.COM

TO PICK UP ALL YOUR
BOATING ESSENTIALS

et 18 i * Servicing ® Re-building ® New and used spare parts
www.calcuttboats.com G e * Re-manufactured 1.5 and 1.8s

Tel: 01926 813757 Huge stock of BMC spare parts available for

CILEUIT EOAS, 1O Ok il next day delivery from our online shop
ROAD, STOCKTON SOUTHAM

WARWICKSHIRE CV47 8HX S : . : , ,
Full engineering and slipway services available including

(w] 10 blacking, surveys, rudder repairs, welding and much more

Quietly leading the way

INLAND

COMPLETE ENGINE AND
{ COMPONENT PACKAGES

FOR NEW BUILD, REFIT
AND REPOWERING

Find out more at EN HybridMarin
SHIRE @ o-nveers HybridWarine

WWW.VETUS.COM Shire - Engineered and manufactured in the UK by Barrus
t: 023 8045 4507 | e: SALES@VETUS.CO.UK T: 01869 363682  E: salesspd@barrus.co.uk www.barrus.co.uk/shire

Advertise your engine and gearlbox
services to active boaters with a real
need for your expertise...

Call Benjamin Jones on 01934 422559 or
email benjamin.jones@archant.co.uk




Your needs... BETA MARINE

Seagoing  Saildrives |Inland Waterways Marine Generating Sets  Spares & Support

¢ 7

- 32 years of customer centred focus, listening - Full hydraulic drive and hybrid propulsion
to needs & delivering long term value options available.
solutions.

- Super silent acoustic housings, 3.5 or 5.0

- Specialists in customer advice & support at kVA travel power & bow thruster options
all points of a products life. available.

- Superb after-sales service via our network - Keel cooled Generating Sets 4 to 58 kVA
of approved engine installers and service with or without super silent acoustic
centres. housings.

- Extensive range of 14 to 98 HP keel cooled - 5 year self-service warranty®.

propulsion engines with mechanical or
hydraulic gearboxes.

“Recreational use, terms & conditions apply. dEliVGI’ing I'Eliability alld pea(e Of mind

www.betamarine.co.uk

Tel: +44 (0)1452 723492 Email: sales@betamarine.co.uk
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a quick and
easy supper

Expert advice on avoiding the BMC problem, charging challenges, A selection of used boats
pitfalls of buying a boat inverter for TV, choosing fuel for all budgets
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Ask your questions editor@canalboat.co.uk

T ECHNICAL

BUYING A BOAT

Avoid the pitfalls with technical expert Tony Brooks
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eople who have hired or share
owned boats for years will know
what features they want in a boat,
but people who have only had the
odd holiday will almost certainly not. They
may think they know - but after a year’s
boating they often change their minds.

If insufficient time is given to deciding
what you want it may turn out to be an
expensive mistake. Hire brochures show
internal plans and outside pictures. Boat
shows and visiting brokers give the
opportunity to go over boats. Do not be
tempted to part with money at this stage.

Whatever else you do take, time visiting
boats and seeing how plans work in
practice.

Think about getting right through the
boat in an emergency, how using the toilet/
shower/galley will affect people moving
through the boat and where your guests
will sit in the open. Most important of all,
involve your partner otherwise you might
get a quick course in single-handing!

Having defined what you think you need
hire a few similar boats. Make sure some
trips are in the winter, you may alter your
plans! This will give you the opportunity to
sample different types of equipment such
as heating, toilets, cookers, engine type,
the need for a cratch & cover (the “tent” at
the front) and type of water tank (some
need regular cleaning and painting). Try
walking along the outside of the hull and
decide what style of handrail you feel
safest with. Use the opportunity to talk to
boaters you meet. Most will happily tell
you why they chose what they did and
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some may show you over their boat.

Hiring also gives a yardstick to judge
boats against.

Read the newsgroups and other boat
related sites on the internet and do not be
afraid to ask for advice — you will probably
get too much, a lot conflicting.

Download or send for the latest Boat
Safety Scheme regulations, study and

learn them. This will allow you to judge the
validity of a boat’s certificate..

Before you start looking at boats with an
intention to actually purchase visit any
local builders who are renovating old
properties. Ask them if they have any wet
or dry rot (fig. 1 and 2) that you can smell.
You need to remember this musty,
mushroomy smell.

Boat hulls come in a variety of
“qualities”. Bottom of the range will always
fetch low prices, however good you make
them look. A top range hull bought in poor
condition will fetch a good price once you
smarten it.

Most, but not all, narrowboats are built
on an absolutely flat base-plate that is
slightly wider than the actual boat so it
protects the welds and lower part of the
hull side. A mid-range (fig. 3) narrow boat
today will have a specification of 10-6-4.
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This means the base-plate is 10mm thick,
the hull sides 6mm thick and the cabin
sides and roof 4mm thick. If there is an
extra number quoted it is the thickness of
the roof. A cheaper hull (fig. 4) may be
8-5-3 and older boats may have 6mm or
thinner base plates. Now you can use the
sales sheet to get an impression of hull
quality. Generally the bigger the numbers
the better.

Typically better quality hulls have
longer swims (The “pointy” bits at either
end) .Expect them to be between 6 and 8
feet long on a mid-range hull.

Now inspect the welds on the cabin
sides. Cheap boats will have wavy cabin
sides and the welds standing proud as
shown. Mid range hulls will have the welds
ground flush, but you will still see
indentations unless someone has filled
them with body filler. Top class hulls
should have no visible welds and the cabin
sides should be absolutely flat.

You should now be able to tell if the price
of the boat reflects its underlying value.

Inspect the hull for signs of rust pitting.
Look around the waterline and below any
vents in the hull (sink/basin drain, gas
tank drain, and exhaust). On a modern hull
pits of less than 0.5mm or so should cause
no concern. A few larger ones can be filled
with weld when the boat is being blacked.
Check the anodes (Silvery lumps of metal
perhaps 12ins x by a steel bar, often two at
the front and back) Very pitted and eroded
anodes or missing anodes indicate poor
maintenance and cost cutting in the past.

Remember that a private seller can
almost lie with impunity whilst a broker
will have a clause in all their descriptions
saying that anything in the sales brochure
might be untrue so check the hull
specification. Try to borrow (or even buy
- £12 from Screwfix) a 0 to 25mm
micrometer. You are only interested in
measuring to the nearest mm which is
dead easy. . Measure the thickness through
the drains for the front cockpit and
through engine room vents or where the
gunnels turns over in the cockpit.
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Measure the roof and cabin side where it
hangs at the front or back. In all these
cases allow say 0.5 mm for paint thickness.
If the boat is ashore you can measure the
base plate “overhang” - expect it to be
worn.

Now inspect the cabin sides and roof.
Areas of rust that are not very pitted may
lower the price, but as long as they are in
full view they are repairable during
painting. If, however, you see rust bubbles
emanating from, say, behind a window
frame there is a problem. Unless you take
the frame out, fully treat the rust and
repaint, the rust will keep creeping out
from below the frame, and as the steel
below the frame rusts it expands, pushing
the frame away from the side, giving rise to
leaks.

Look inside cockpit lockers and all round
the engine room to ensure the inside of the
hull is not badly pitted.

Walk through the boat sniffing and
looking around windows, chimneys and

roof vents. Wet cloth and rot smells tells
you there is a problem with the woodwork.
“Toilet” smells may indicate a lack of
cleanliness or it may indicate a leaking
toilet tank, low quality toilet hoses or even
agasleak.

Black streaks in the wood (fig. 5) or
“water marks”, bowing gaps , delamination
of plywood or blockboard and swelling
MDF all indicate present or past water
leaks. At the same time look for signs of
“Conti-board” or other chipboard. This is
not suitable for damp environments. Good
quality fit-outs will use solid wood and
possibly plywood, whilst cheaper fitouts
use a lot of MDF - look in the base of any
routed features. If it’s a uniform brown
with no marked grain it’s MDF.

Look in the internal channels of the
windows. If they are full of moss etc the
long term care of the boat is suspect, as it
isif rubber (fig. 6) cord is pulled out of
place (between glass and frame) and is
lying across the corners of the window.
Also check for missing varnish (fig. 8).

Unscrew a switch or speaker so you can
check the type and thickness of thermal
insulation.

Look under the gunwales and in the back
of cupboards to find the wiring. This
should be clipped up in neat bundles and if
any individual cable feels “stiff” when bent
between two fingers and the thumb it is
probably solid strand domestic cable
(fg. 7) thatwill fracture in time.

If you find any “flat” “three strand”
mains cable (not mains flex) it is again an
indication of poor fitting out unless itis a
very old boat.
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Light every gas burner and ensure they
all work and none burn with a yellow flame.
If the fridge is gas then light that and again
ensure there is no yellow in the flame. Test
all the electrical equipment. The more that
does not work the worse the boat has been
looked after. Turn on a number of lights
and operate the water pump or electric
toilet, if the lights dim noticeably there is a
problem.

If it’s not flat batteries it is probably
expensive and may be dangerous.

Now turn your attention to the bilges.
Most boats built over the last 20 years will
be of the two-bilge design. An
accommodation bilge that is separated
from the engine or stern bilge; but there
are a few exceptions. Older boats may have
“all in one” bilges, a front, accommodation,
and engine bilge (again separate) or the
front bilge may be piped through the
accommodation bilge into the engine bilge.

At the back of the cabin, usually under
the steps or in a cupboard there should be a
trap to give access to the accommodation
bilge. The bilge should be dry in an
insulated boat.

If it is not it indicates leaking, possibly
windows, water system, toilet system, or
shower/bath system and pump. If it’s the
latter you may well see soap scum or smell
the soap. If you have turned the water
pump on and you hear it running now and
again it may well indicate a domestic water
leak. If the water is clear and the pump is
silent then it is probably condensation or
window leaks. Very often this is the area
where wood rot can be found.

You can expect the baseplate to be rusty
on an older boat and it is of little
consequence unless either the baseplate is
thin or deeply pitted (say 1mm +). There
should not be any wet carpet or floor
covering in this area. If there is water
present or wet floor coverings question the
maintenance.

Now look at the engine - make it clear to
the vendor/broker that you will be running
the engine and checking the gearbox.

Look into the engine coolant header
tank. The level should be at least an inch
below the filler neck, but it can be far lower
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as long as you can see the coolant. It should
not be thick and brown like cocoa, the
colour of the antifreeze should be visible.
Very rusty, “thick” water indicates a lack
of maintenance and possible corrosion
inside the cooling system.

Run your hand over the batteries and
engine. If you feel warmth make another
appointment and insist that the batteries
are not charged nor the engine without you
being present.

If there are any explanations or excuses
as to why the batteries needed charging
just before viewing or why they are flat
question the charging system and estimate
between £60 and £120 per battery for new
ones.

The engine should start easily from cold
and any white smoke should stop after a
few minutes.

If the engine is equipped with heater/
glow plugs allow up to 30 seconds for these
to do their job. The longer it takes to start
and the more/longer it smokes the worse
condition the engine is in.

BACK

Move the control lever to ahead and rev
the engine. Note how long it takes for the
propeller shaft to start to rotate. Repeat
with reverse. Both should take similar time
for the shaft to come up to speed and the
longer it takes the more chance the
gearbox is worn out. A clang or thud as the
gears engage may indicate a faulty drive
plate or gearbox. Leave the engine running.

Inspect the batteries. If they have grown
“fur” on the terminals the boat has not
been well looked after. If the end of any
battery is bowing out and swelling the
battery is nearing the end of its life. The
larger the bow the shorter its remaining
life.

At either side of the engine and behind it
there is a bilge where there may be a little
water but there should be no oil. If the
whole area is covered in black oil with
pieces of dirt or rag floating in it the boat
has not been well looked after. Under the
engine there should be a sealed area. I
would like to see this clean and free from
all oil and water.

A bilge blanket here to absorb and oil or
fuel drips shows care. Again if this area is
full of oil and water the boat has not been
maintained well. Ideally the whole of the
area should be well painted with little signs
of rust, a film of dust and the odd oily area
is acceptable.

There should be no major oil or rust
streaks on the engine, no build up of oily
dirt and no pools of oil or water on it.

Now the engine is getting warm, take off
the oil filler cap and rev the engine. There
will be a certain amount of pressure
coming from the filler (compare with other
boats and even your car) but excess
pressure or smoky fumes indicate engine
problems. If there is a pressure gauge
check the oil pressure. On a modern (not
air-cooled Listers) expect more than 15psi
on idle and over 35psi when revving when
hot.

Stop the engine, pause, and check the
engine and gearbox dipstick for level. The
engine oil should be fairly black but runny.
Water gives oils a whitish tinge, thisis a
bad sign.

Smell the engine oil, if you can smell
diesel there is a problem.

At last — take the boat for a run, if a river
is nearby give it a bit of an upstream thrash
to ensure the engine does not overheat or
make excessive smoke.

Compare the vibration, noise and
“stopping ability” with the boats you hired.

If you are still satisfied it is time to make
an offer “subject to survey” and make sure
itis understood that final price is
dependant upon the survey.

Now you only have to find a legal
mooring! &
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Are you sitting comfortably?
Does your sofa need replacing,
Dro ItW[Ch Spa or do you just not have one yet?

Marina

THINKING OF
RELOCATING SOON?

CHOOSE A MARINA WHERE QUALITY COUNTS
CURTAINS BLINDS
RECLINERS STORAGE

DESIGN INTERIOR FABRICS n‘
SEATING UPHOLSTERY
SOFA BED MATTRESSES

Bl : e, : & DINETTE CUSHIONS I

Superbly Situated! - 7488 PORTHOLE PLUGS | gl

*Moor in a non-flood risk location * Situated on the mid Worcestershire ring
*Minutes from J5 of the M5 * Within easy reach of Bristo/ & Birmingham
* Short walk into Droitwich Spa PLEASE NOTE

Fabulous facilities! elite furnishings Our standard

in linin
* Luxury shower block * Hydraulic boat trailer * Blacking service available Teflon curtain lning

* Secure and private * Various mooring tariffs * Boaters Lounge available to Come and see our range of WS tefisrza;%ﬂmt
all our moorers moistul

furniture and soft furnishings staining
Brokerage Boat Display for The New & Used Boat Co.

Come and visit us Office open 7 days a week 10am-4pm 1 1 1
www.droitwichspamarina.co.uk e I Itefu rn IS h N g S
Ly S e Lo s P A 01827 313334 | 07779 336358 | info@elitefurnishings.co.uk

fo@d h .co.uk
e 6 Cavendish, Lichfield Road Industrial Estate, Tamworth B79 7XH

BS AN
Tel: 01905 317250 or 07970 626807  Find us on Facebook n ; BITH =

David Mawby Ltd

Marina, Marina Road, Castle Marina Park, Nottingham NG7 1TN

NARROWBOATS URGENTLY REQUIRED FOR BROKERAGE OR OUTRIGHT CASH PURCHASE
(free valuation, free storage, fast brokerage pay out within 7 days of completion,
competitive rates) COME AND VISIT CHRIS PALLETT ON 07799 216704 OUR NARROWBOAT
SPECIALIST with over 30 years’ experience in the marine industry

C] JI?I!\'H” l’

,.,,.,.. e

NEW VIKING 255 £49,995 ATTICUS £39,995
HiLine, Length 25ft, Beam 7ft 10ins, Built Aluminium Sea Otter, Length 31ft, Beam
2020, 4 Berths, powered by Mariner 30Hp 6ft10ins, Built 2008, powered by a
4 stroke outboard. Nanni Diesel.

RILEY’S ISLAND £27,995 DREAM CATCHER £44,995
Length 42ft, Beam 6ft10ins, Built 1980's Length 50ft, Beam 6ft10ins, Built 2005 by
by Harborough Marine, powered by Isuzu South West Durham Steelcraft, powered by
35hp inboard diesel engine. Beta Marine 35hp inboard diesel engine.

VIKING 32 £22 995 ) VIKING 26 £14,995

Folies D'ecluse, Length 32ft, Beam 6ft10ins, Centre Cockpit, Length 26ft, Beam 6ft10ins,

Built 1992, 6 Berths in 2 cabins, powered by Built 1993, 6 Berths in 2 cabins, powered by Contact us on Tel: 01995 601515
a Honda 35Hp 4 stroke outboard engine. a Honda 25Hp 4 stroke outboard engine.

David Vawby 07721 382619 Email: brayzel@btopenworld.com
avid Mawby
dimawby@btinternet.com www.davidmawbyboats.co.uk WWW 'brayzelnarrOWboats'com
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Do you want to include your offers and discounts on our page?

READER OFFERS EMAIL benjamin.jones@archant.co.uk PHONE 01934 422559 WRITE Benjamin Jones

Canal Boat, 32 Waterloo Street, Weston-super-Mare BS23 1LW

. SPECIAL
SN PRICE FOR
Wi CANAL BOAT
' §c\ READERS

ATEN LIGHTING

Canal Boat readers can enjoy a discounted rate on Aten Lighting’s : TRADLINE ROPE SET

switched, surface mounted LED Trio Lights. The units mount to a © Our mooring line kit makes a fantastic starter or replacement
ceiling or wall with a switch located on the end and are regulated ~ : set of ropes. With a ten-metre line for both bow and stern, and
10-30V. The units are 65mm wide and available in 170mm (TRIO- - 12-metre centreline.

170), 270mm (TRIO-270) or 370mm (TRIO-370) lengths. - On offer for £50 until the end of March 2020. Available in
Canal Boat Readers can claim a winter offer of 15% off these - 8 colours, a must if you are looking for new ropes next season.
products using the code CBTrio. . Phone Tradline for this special offer.

CONTACT . CONTACT

Web: atenlighting.co.uk - Web: tradline.co.uk

Tel: 01664 569457 : Tel: 01788 891761

Email: infoatenlighting.co.uk © Email: tradline@btconnect.com

S

10%

on Maps and

FUEL GUARD

Solve the problem
of water — dirt
and Diesel Bug
contamination in
your fuel with Fuel

Guard's FGD100. . WATERWAY ROUTES

“\:B idges 11
“Oxford Canal —oes 1

Fitted with a lifetime washable element and its unique clear - More than 1,000 pages of detailed maps for individual canals, rivers
bowl, it allows you to see your fuel and monitor its quality. - and rings, or the complete map of England & Wales. With monthly
updates these are the most up to date maps available for Android,

Canal Boat readers can enjoy a special offer and save £40 . . . S : .
by calling 01908 230579 and quoting CBMAG. - iPhone, Windows or Mac, with GPS tracking like Google Maps, including

A f for printi )
Call or email now as this is a limited offer and crobat (pdf) format for printing too

ends on 31st March 2020. - Over 89 DVDs in three style§ to choose from, With naviga'Fion advice and
. entertainment to plan your journey, or show family and friends where

CONTACT - you have been. Use code CB134 to save 10% on all Maps and DVDs.

Web: fuel-guard.co.uk :

Tel: 01908 230579 - CONTACT

Email: sales@fuel-guard.co.uk . Web: waterwayroutes.co.uk



Vehicle wosuop ECTRIC SUPPLIES LTD

comprehensive range of

W il"ing wiring products for repair, OFaiST r‘gai"_ Ol‘del‘bSeFr"riCE
modification or complete rder uniline or ny Fnone
Products

rewire to your boat. 0 1 584 8 1 9 552

FREE CATALOGUE AVAILABLE NOW!

Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www. vehicleproducts.co.uk

.- &_ T: 0115 9305454
e E: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

www.autoelectricsupplies.co.uk

FREE 130 PAGE CATALOGUE AVAILABLE

9 Buxton Court, Manners Ind Est, llkeston, Derbyshire DE7 8EF

@ Quietly leading the way

INLAND WATERWAYS

30 330HP

' Canal Boat’ - e 8 Y RPESSL. -
Diesel Engines 7

] -

SIIIRFE € osnpeere HybridMarine

Shire - Engineered and manufactured in the UK by Barrus The Power
T: 01869 363682 E:salesspd@barrus.co.uk www.barrus.co.uk/inland-waterways Behind The Brands
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1H

2 PHIL SPEIGHT

' 5 The country’s leading canal
painter and an expert on
paint processes as well

TONY BROOKS
What he doesn't know
about canal boats just
isn't worth knowing

TERRY ROBERTSON
TR Training’s man
really knows how to
handle a boat

MARTIN LUDGATE
™\l Our Deputy Edis a
2 guru on all things to
L™ do with canals

Ask your questions editor@canalboat.co.uk

TONY BROOKS

Last month I talked about the needto
get toknow your boat and the proof
occurred over the Christmas
shutdown. A young residential family
justmoved onto anarrowboat were
moored at aboatyardusing a
shoreline for electric heating and
battery charging. All seemed well until
the shoreline tripped overnight and
they lost allpower, 12V and 240V.
Even when the shoreline was

restoredthey then found that the
engine would not start.Having young
childrenand with no hope of
professional help for some days|
went to see them. The boater had
decided he needed anew start
battery so wefittedit and the engine
sprunginto life. As for the domestic
side of things we think that when the
power failed theinverter steppedin to
runthe heaters and that very quickly

flattened the domesticbank. The
owner did not know that on older
boat's battery chargers often only
charge the domesticbank so the
engine battery was not being
charged. | explained how a simple
jumplead canbeusedto charge both
banks from the charger and since
then the owner has been
investigating his systems and asking
about the equipment he found.

Finding BMC parts

A while ago we talked about a high
frequency noise my engine makes.

Recently Ireplaced the oil thrower behind the
pulley to top anoilleak. The two parts of the
pulley were slipping when | tightened the nut. |
think IThave toreplace the pulley.|also want to
replace the Lock washer of the bolt.Ring F
(crankshaft oil seal) outside 70mm. The holeiis
fartoolarge -itrotates freely - solhave to
replaceit. Maybe thisis the main cause of the
noise - lhope so.

PartF

©

Score marking

| tried to obtain the spare parts. | contacted
several shopsinHolland andlooked on the sites
of ASAP supplies and Calcuttboats shop, but
did not succeed. Are there any other internet
shopsinthe UK thatlcantry?

Leo Groen (Holland)

TONY REPLIES: Easy part first. If you

have only looked online | suggest you
email or telephone Calcutt Boats. They are the
only supplier Iknow of for the majority of BMC
parts for boats. Many people stock service
parts, afew marinisation parts but Calcutt
seemto stock all available parts and they also
rebuild BMC 1.5 engines.

Part Fis an oil thrower, not an oil seal. The oil

sealisa‘rubber" lip-type seal thatislocatedin

The reluctor on the
pulley

the timing cover. The thrower is normally a
sliding fit on the shaft and when the parts are
finally assembledit is clamped between the
back of the pulley boss and the front of the
crankshaft timing gear. If the oil thrower (F) has
Tmm or so of radialmovement and you can't
get another one then| would suggest that you
placeit onaflat surface andtap around the
hole with a ballpein hammer. This may well
spread the metal enough to close up the hole

If you have a boating query our team of experts are here to answer it — ask your question online at canalboat.co.uk
Alternatively, you can EMAIL: editor@canalboat.co.uk or WRITE TO Canal Boat, Archant Specialist, Cumberland House,
3 Oriel Road, Cheltenham GL50 1BB

ASK ONLINE: Ask your questions online at Canal Boat's website — what's more, you can see other readers’
questions and answers by simply clicking on to canalboat.co.uk

canalboat.co.uk
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but aslsaiditis not a tight fit on the shaft.

| cannot see that part being able to make a high
frequency noise. What | can see are bright score

marks on the back of the pulley that should not
be there. It looks to me asif the pulley has been
rubbing on the timing cover and that may well
produce a high frequency noise. This suggests
that the crankshaft thrust washers may be
badly worn so the shaft can float forwards and
backwards. Please check the crankshaft end
float.

The pulley does not look as if the rubber
betweentheinner and outer partis damaged

butifitisthendonotrunthe engine. The pulley is

atorsional oscillation damper soif yourunit
damaged the crankshaft may snap.lhave seen

people saying that an MGB pulley fits and it may
welldo but unless the BMC part numbers are the
samelfear the damper tuning might be different

solcannot advise youto try that source.
|am concerned that perhaps the pulley was

damaged while you were removing or tightening

thepulley bolt.
Thebent ‘teeth’ on therev counter reluctor
suggest that youhad abar betweenits teeth to

stop the crankshaft revolving and that is likely to

Ihave a Victron
energy Phoenix
12-1200inverter andalso a

Silverline 300 watt

damage therubber damper element. Please
remove the starter and use a big screwdriver to

jamb the flywheel teeth.

Charging advice 1
Ihave atwin alternator Vetus engine with
95amp leisure alternator and 50amp

starter alternator. My batteries arelead acid lam

thinking of fitting a DC to DC Charger with the
benefits of three-step charging and higher
current charging for longer periods of time,
therefore charging my leisure batteries quicker
and always at the correct voltage. TheDCto DC
charger would be connected from the starter
battery toleisure bank and therefore runusing
the starter alternator. This would then
effectively leave theleisure alternator
redundant. How could | take the benefits of aDC
to DC charger and not make my leisure
alternator redundant, as this would seema
waste. Thisis the DC to DC I'm thinking of using
https://www.victronenergy.com/dc-dc-
converters/orion-tr%20smart

Mark Howard

JEEERE

inverter no.204757. Are
either of these suitable for
poweringa240v TV.|
understandit is something
to do with some waves. If
it'sacaseof tryitand see
willldamage anything?
Derek Sutton

far as damage goes
thenpossibly yes.
Inthe diagramaandbare
inverter output wave

fear of malfunction or
damage. Therearea

AVAVAV:
As

particular Victroninverter
but | would expect Victron

forms that are not sine
waves like the mains
supply c. There are other
non-sine wave forms such
as saw tooth and stepped
square wave and all of
them may, not will, cause
problems or damage
equipment.

The Silverline entry on
Amazon statesithasa
modified sine wave output
but that could mean
anything. Only pure sine
waves can be used with no
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number of reports of hair
curlers and electric tooth
brushes being damaged by
non-sine waves, motors
may overheat andrun
noisily, audio-visual
equipment might buzz or
suffer picture break up and
soon.Evenif 300 Wattsis
enoughtorunyour TV
would advise you not to
use the Silverlineinverter.
Without amodel
number | cannotlook up
the specification for your

tohaveapure sine wave
outputandat 1.2kW
outputit should power the
TV without any problems.
Theonly slight “problem”
may be with larger
invertersis that the
current (@amps) it draws
just to work itself might
be higher than smaller
onesbut as Victronisa
quality make | suspectit
willneed less current than
the Sliverline for the same
output power.

So you think that

replacing what is probably a 95 Amp
alternator witha30amporlessDCtoDC
charger will do a faster charging job? The first
point youneed to graspis that for the vast
majority of charging time from whatever
sourceitis the BATTERIES that control the
charge they willaccept — not the alternator and
not any fancy controller you decide to fit. The
only time the charge source controls the
charging currentisright at the start of
charging whenits working flat out but after a
comparatively short time - maybe half an hour
or so - the batteries start limiting the charge
they willaccept. At that point the charge
source voltage regulator willbe operating and
holding the charging voltage at a safe
maximum. Fit whatever you want but you can't
put more currentinto abattery bank thanit will
accept. If the charging voltageis raised the
current willalso rise but with modern
alternators the margin between the regulated
voltage and the voltage that will damage
batteries is small, maybe only about 0.2V and
even then much of any of the extra current the
charging ammeter shows may wellbe wasted
inheating the batteries and turning the
electrolyteto gas.

Experience shows that when boaters start
looking at such devices they are usually trying
to cover up faultsin their charging system,
charging regime, or excess electrical
consumption.Inall casesitis usually far
cheaper to address the problem areas thantry
to hide them by expensive add ons. You do not
say how you use your boat or what type of
boatitisbutif youarealeisure boater using it
mostly during the warmer months of the year
then the cost of that device would probably do
more good being spent on solar charging but
solar does very little for liveaboard boaters
during the winter.

That device would comeintoitsownona
single alternator dual voltage boat with 12V
domestics and 24V starting butitslow 400
watt output would stillbe very limiting re
domestic battery charging.

If you want to speed up that first stage of
charging then simply fit a dual sensed voltage
sensitive relay between the domesticand
engine battery banks but be aware one
alternator may shut down once their
regulators start to work. If you want to
overcome battery charging problems thendo a
power audit and charging calculations to see
how you canreduce your electrical
consumption orincrease the length of time you
charge for each day. Typically when youare on
the boat and without any charge monitoring
equipment you need to charge for aminimum
of four hours each day and well over eight
hours at the weekend.

Imightbe able to give you better adviceif you
tellme exactly what the problem you are trying
tosolveis, including the age of the batteries
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and how you charge them. If you have been
reading adverts and the boost to charging
voltage seems a goodideato you then just
remember most copywriters are not technical
experts and willalmost always overstate any
potential benefits of what they are trying to
sellyou.

L [
Charging advice 2
Ihave anarrowboat that | only use April to
October.lhave four X 110AH lead acid batteries
and use onaverage 70-100Ahin 24 hours, |
have 300 watts of solar panels, the batteries
arenever discharged by more than 30 to 35
percent. For the past five years|'vehadno
issues at all. Ireplaced the batteriesin spring
2019 and within a couple of months the
batteries lost their capacity, going to 11.9 Volts
overnight. | complained to the battery suppler
who capacity checked the batteries and
confirmed they hadlost 50 percent of their
capacity. They replaced the batteries for me.
Wheninmarinabatteries are on athree-step
Mastervolt combi. My leisure alternator is
kicking out 14.15 Volts, could this be the issue?
I'm advised this should be 14.4 Volts. Canthe
voltage be adjusted? Or did | just get adud set
of batteries

Mark Howard

Who said your

alternator should produce 14.4 volts?
Many modern ones do and some produce
14.7V or more but others have aregulated
voltage of between 13.8 (rare now) and 14.2
volts. If your manual says 14.4 then fair
enough but be aware that at higher charging
currents the charging voltage is automatically
suppressed so that 14.15 volts may be the
result of a higher electricalload or partiality
discharged batteries. It might also be caused
by aloose alternator belt, resistanceinthe
charge wiring, or ashorting cellin abattery.

Alikely explanation for the loss of battery
capacity is that the shoreline mains tripped
andanincorrect setting caused the
Mastervolt unit to feed its charging circuits
fromitsinverter. This inevitably discharges
the batteries and allows them to sulphate that
inturn causes aloss of capacity.

If any cells needs more topping up, a battery
or local spots onabattery are getting hotter
thantherest, orif the batteries stink of rotten
eggs when charging then you are likely to
have a shorting cell that will discharge and
sulphate the whole bank.

Alow charging voltage canalso be caused
by a diodeinthe alternator failing so if you are
sure the batteries are fully charged then|
would take the alternator to a specialist for
testing and talk to them about the possibility
of gettinga14.4 volt or slightly higher
regulator fitted.

canalboat.co.uk

Idohave ahook up

and abattery
charger solamhoping to
go down theimmersion
heater road to have hot
water allthe time, lam
hoping this willbe cheaper
thanusing gas. I fitted an
Alde timer thermostat for
my comfort (I think 2328)
boiler so | could wake up
toahot shower, but thenl|
program the timer to go
off as | think | will get
through alot of gas
keeping the water hot
throughout the day?

Ihave just orderedan
electric element from
Marine Mart. My boat is
only three years old and
the water heater is foam
insulated, do you think|
need a jacket as well? |
justhope this won'tuse a
lot of electric.

Ihave my battery
chargeron24/7 -
someone told me to
switchit off for 24 hours
once a week, what do you
think?

Helen Timms

Any

extrainsulation will
help, butits a question of
diminishing returns for the
money you spend.|fitsa
relatively modern cylinder
youmay not notice the
difference extrainsulation
makes. It would be worth
checking that the engine
coilis not thermo-
siphoning so the calorifier
heatis being passedto the
cold engine. If thisis
happening (check the
hosesinthe engineroom
for warmthlast thing at
night) try swapping the
engine connections on the
calorifier. It may prevent it,
but it may also reduce or
prevent the engine
warming the water. It's trial
anderror.

Many calorifiers (boat hot
water cylinders) have an
immersion heater boss
under theinsulation so to
save buying anew cylinder
have a poke about to seeiif
yours has. You can also get
whatisknown as an Essex
Flange to fit animmersion

BACK

heaterinto a cylinder
without aboss. Put the
immersion heater onatime
switch soit comeson
perhaps an hour before
you get up and then again
an hour before you get
back at night and compare
the cost of leavingitonall
the time. | suspect the cost
differences will be small,
but please let me know
how they compare.

Aslong as the battery
charger is designated
multi-stage or two stage
thenitis finetoleaveiton
24/17.1t shouldreduceits
voltage to what is known
as afloat charge onceit
thinks the batteries are
“full". It can safely stay like
this all the time. However if
thereis ever the slightest
hint abattery might be
failing you need toidentify
that battery and take it out
of use at once or turnthe
charger off. If you do not
then eventually you will get
arottenegg smelland
possibly abattery
explosion.

Charging advice 3

IfIfitaDCtoDCcharger poweredby the
engine battery and supplying the
domestic battery what happens whenits
output voltage exceeds the alternator voltage.
Mark Howard

Thisis true of any system
with two or more charge sources. During the
early period of charging while the current
demandis high so the voltageis depressed the
charge willbe the sum of the charge fromall
sources. As the batteries charge the current
drops and the voltage rises until the point
where voltage regulation starts to be applied. It
is unlikely that all sources willregulate at
exactly the same voltage but if they do then
each will supply a proportion of the current the
batteries demand. More likely the source with
thelowest regulated voltage will just shut
down. This can cause confusion becauseiif its
the alternator the warning lamps may glow and
the buzzer sound. However this willbe late on
inthe charging cycle where the current
demandis smalland that willbe properly met

by the working device. If youthen apply ahigh
domesticload the voltage will fall so all devices
start to charge untilthat loadis turned off.

Fuel question

Ihave aRussellNewbury DM2,in view of
theimpending change fromred diesel to
white will my engine run okay on 28 second
heating oil or maybe 50/50 and would there be
any long term damage.
lanFletcher

Apart fromany other
considerations once the legislation comes
into effect to do what you suggest for leisure
marine use would beillegal.

28 second heating oilis commonly known as
paraffin or kerosene. Gas oil, red diesel and
DERV has a 35 second viscosity sois "thicker"”
taking seven seconds longer for ameasured
amount to run through a certain sized hole. |
also think 28 second oil will prove tobe afar
less effective lubricant for the injector pump
andinjectors. Using a 28 second fuelis also
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likely toincrease the fuel consumption because
eachlitre of fuel will containless energy.

If this were amore modern design of enginel
would leave the answer there but many years
ago the Lister SL manual used to state that their
engines could be run onamixture of 28 second
fueland lubricating oil. I think the ratiowas 8 to 1
but can't remember now. Those engines' basic
design were of a similarly age to yours sol
suspectin extremis you could run your Russell
Newbury on a similar mixture but I must makeit
clear it would be totally at your ownrisk. | could
never agree no damage wouldbe done.

Actually youhave been running on dyed white
diesel for years now with some suppliers selling
fuel with no bio-dieselinit thatis mandatory for
road vehicles. | doubt any white diesel willbe
available without 7% of bio-dieselinit.

Overheating 70A
alternator

I'have aproblem with the 70amp alternator

getting very hot and eventually burning
out the stator wiring. A separate 45A alternator
charges the starter battery and so thereis no
split charger or external alternator regulator
fitted. The wiringis as originally installed and |
have not alteredit or added anything. The 45A
alternator runs fine, only getting as warmas the
engine.

The 70amp alternator gets very very hot
when charging atlower voltages andlassume
higher currents. It is charging the batteries okay
and onreaching 14.3/14.4 volts (usually no

ASK THE EXPE RTS Ask your questions editor@canalboat.co.uk

longer than one hour after an overnight drain
on the batteries) it then runs nice and cool. If |
put abigload on the batteries (e.g.240V
vacuum cleaner) as you would expect the
voltage drops and the alternator gets very hot
again. The over heating is so extremeit has
burnt out two alternators, the original unit and
areplacement supplied a couple of years ago
by BetaMarine (ISKRA AAK3119).|had the
alternators checked andin each case the
stator winding was burnt out. The diodes are
okay. | have checked the wiring against the
original Beta Marine schematicandits correct. |
have checked the voltage drop between B+
and the +ve terminal of the battery (0.1v) and
betweenthe alternator case and the -ve
terminal of the battery (0.02V). Until the
alternators burnt out completely the alarm
light/buzzer did not sound on the engine panel.
Ihave checkedthefanandit spinsinthe
direction of thelittle arrow and thereis good air
flow.

The engine has an oversize pulley and amicro
V-belt spins the alternator at aratio of approx
3:1so with the engine at 1000rpm | estimateits
spinning at 3000rpm. I normally run the engine
between 1000 rpm for battery charging and
1200 rpmfor cruising. Thereis no sign of belt
wear or slippage, no heat or noise from the
pulley and no black dust.

I have tried toimprove the cooling (by
removing the engine covers) but even opento
the November air the alternator gets so hot it
smells of burning insulation. The engine tempiis
fineat~70degConthedial.

I want to find a permanent solution to this
problemrather than keep replacing the

We have a 42ft draught | fear youmay find Just for funand

Narrowboat Tug, you cannotaccommodate  backgroundknowledge
we've just fitted witha the optimum diameter there are anumber of
Gardner 2LW. Would you prop. This willmean you propeller calculators on the
by any chance know what may needtohaveaspecial  internetthat youcanplay

the optimum propeller
diameter and pitch for this
size boat. Mainly canal
applications, but it would
benice tohave alittle
reserve for someriver
work. Also (last question)
would you by any chance
know the best people to
speak with who may have
onein stock.

Peter Kukla

Unless thisis part of
an old working boat or it
has been built with a deep

82 April 2020 Canal Boat

“large blade area" one
made. Much depends upon
the gearbox ratio. Many
people sell props but only
one company seems to get
it right most of the time for
inland craft and that is
Crowther Marinein
Oldham. They will not tell
you what speed to expect
and they willhave to make
it specially for youbut |
would not go anywhere
else. They will work out the
size youneed. | purchased
aspecial 16 x 12 for my boat
from them.

with. This will give you
someidea of theinfo you
will need to supply
Crowthersandalsoa
roughideaabout prop size.
If you hawk this size
around the chandlers and
prop specialists neither
myself nor the supplier will
accept any blame for
unacceptable
performance. Be wary of
bargain priced props, some
are not strong enough for
canal work, especially ona
deep draught boats.

alternator. Do I need a higher output alternator,
or an alternator regulator or both? Beforel
invest heavily in either | want to understand
why so much currentis going through the
alternator.lunderstand amodern alternator
regulator will significantly improve battery
charging but I'm concerned the extra power
demand on the alternator will only make things
worse.

Isit unreasonable to expect an alternator to
charge 600 amp/hour of leisure batteries. My
present set of batteries are two years old and
we use the boat all year round about one week
infour.

Ihave always kept the new batteries well
charged and they appear tobein good
condition. lleave the batteries well charged and
there appearstobe nodrain when weleave the
boat because the alternator willreach 14.3V
withinless than a minute of starting the engine.
Unfortunately wherelam moored|do not have
access toashorelinetorun abattery charger.
I'mbeginning to understand why so many
boaters have portable generators but I'm still
reluctant to store petrol on board.

Mike Roberts

Intheory this cannot
happen. Analternator self limits the

current to the design maximum, so aslong as
the designer got his sums right it simply should
not burn out - evenif it was running into a short
circuit. This suggest to me thatitis a cooling
problem which may berelated to lack of engine
room venting, the fan behind the alternator
pulley, or fan/alternator speed. You seem to
have covered the possibility of a wrong handed
fanand engine room venting so that leaves fan
speed althoughits always possible an
undersized fan has been fitted at some time. |
think trying to charge flattish batteries at 1000
rpmis asking for alack of cooling air flow. |
always advise that when charging while tied up
you set the engine speed to that which gives
you the maximum alternator output (Amps)
and then as the amps fall gradually reduce the
speed. | think Betahave supplied some engines
with their own alternator controllers that have
since been withdrawn because of unspecified
problems. Make sure your alternator is using
thelskrabuiltinregulator.

A 35amp alternator willchargea 600 Ah
bank - eventually, soit's not the size of the
alternator andinmost cases after about half
anhour the batteries start limiting the current
they willaccept. Thisis why your alternator
eventually cools down.

Alternators often get almost too hot to touch
sodonot get too hung up ontemperature. A70
amp alternator will produce well nearly TkW
under fullload and as they are often said to be
50 percent efficient it means they are also
producing about TkW of heat. | suspect a
Bosch, Leece-Nevil or Balmar alternator would
bebetter quality thanlskra.
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MELISSAS

s CALLEY GRU

LIGHT YOUR FIRE

Cosy up with a curry...complete with coriander and cumin

_ e

urry doesn’t have to be
complicated! And this dish
proves the point.

This comforting dish of spicy
satisfaction can be as hot or mellow as you
choose; because you're letting a decent
curry powder do the hard work, you can
choose to turn the heat up or down
accordingly, while the coriander and cumin
further enhances the flavour, the fresh
ginger adds warmth without fire — and the
fresh red chilli is there if you want it.

During cooking, the butternut squash
breaks down into a velvety sauce that binds
the dish together, while the chutney
elevates this curry to stellar heights,
bringing depth and a unique sweet/sour
personality to the party; I prefer to use a
fruity, complex aubergine pickle, but
milder mango chutney works just as well.
Meanwhile, if you like your curries creamy,
the coconut milk does the trick.

This is a classic low’n’slow dish, happy to
wait for when you’re ready to eat it rather
than the other way around. It also benefits
from being made 24 hours before you plan
to tuck in, which allows the sauce to thicken
while the meat relaxes and the spices get to

know each other. As with all curries and
casseroles, it also freezes well.

INGREDIENTS SERVESSIX
1.5kg beef, cutinto approx.
3cmcubes

750g peeled, diced butternut
squash

Finely sliced fresh red chillito
taste (optional)

3-5tsps curry powder
(choose your strength)

canalboat.co.uk

To serve: plain boiled rice (pref.
Basmati); roti

METHOD
Preheat the ovento 150C or
set the slow cooker to low.

Seasonthe beef with the
cumin and coriander.

Heat the oilinalarge

ovenproof casserole dish
and brown the beef in batches,
putting each batch aside as
soon as the chunks have cara-
melised around the edges.

Add more oil to the pan

if necessary and saute
the onion, butternut squash,
garlic, ginger, fresh chilli (if
using) and curry powder for
4-5 minutes, until soft and
fragrant.

Tip the browned beef
back into the casserole

dish with the chutney, stock
and coconut milk (if you're
not using coconut milk, add
anextra400ml of water or
stock) and stir well.

Cover the pot and cook

inthe oven for around
four hours (stirring occa-
sionally and adding more
water/stock if necessary) or
inthe slow cooker for up to
eight hours, until the meatis
very tender.

Serveto hungry guests
withrice and roti.
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editor@canalboat.couk

ECON.

Do you have a boat to sell?
email your details telling us
what makes your boat special.

editor@canalboat.co.uk

STAR

BOAT

This former Alvechurch Boat Centres
trad stern has four berths and at 49ft is
convenient to navigate on most
waterways and suitable for both short
breaks and extended stays.

Entering from the semi traditional
stern there is the bedroom cabin.

This has a flexible layout option of
either a double or two single beds

together with wardrobe space for storage.

The bathroom is next and has a WC,
washbasin and hipbath with a shower
overhead.

As you progress, there is a walk-
through galley which is fully equipped
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with a fridge, oven with hob, microwave
and stainless steel sink and drainer unit.
There is storage by way of built in
cupboard units under smart black marble
effect worktops.

Finally, there is a dinette/saloon area at
the bow of the boat. This provides a
L-shaped seating area, with a table for
dining.

This can be removed to convert to an
additional double berth to cater for extra
guests. Steps lead out to the bow.

Swan Valley is powered by a Beta
engine with a Newage PRM150 gearbox
and heated by an Eberspacher boiler.

CONTACT: 03303330593

abclg.com
VERDICT: Great size for cruising
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Pathfinder has a distinctive
josher style bow, low deck,
portholed elevation, replica
rivets, pigeon box and
signature bulkhead rings.

There is a Beta three-
cylinder engine situated in
its own engine room forward
of the Boatman’s cabin, both
of which are traditionally

This Jonathan Wilson boat with a
Fernwood fitout is traditional on
the outside —in vast contrast to
the moderninside fitout with a
plentiful use of solid hardwoods

scumbled and painted. You - and a well styled shower room. A
may not have considereda  added advantage of atotally by the inverter but also new Eberspacer compact diesel
boat of this style but it has separate sleeping cabinfor  from the fitted 3.5kW boiler isincluded in this sale, ready
many benefits; in inclement  family or friends, pluswith  engine driven generator. tobe fitted to the existing central
weather steering is a real the engine further away Pathfinder is powered by a heating system, and will

pleasure with the warmth of  from the steerer, Beta Tug BD3 diesel engine. complement the diesel stove; both
the range at your feet and mechanical noise is greatly of which will do a grand job of

the delicious smell of a reduced, allowing you to CONTACT: 01788 822115 keeping you warm while you watch
casserole slowly simmering  enjoy the mellow note from abnb.co.uk TV with your feet up. Side doors
away on the range. the exhaust stack. 230V VERDICT: Ripe for arefurb either side of the cabin givea

Secondly you have the power is not only supplied bright, airy feeland canbe usedall
year round thanks to theinternal

glazed doors.

CONTACT: abnb.co.uk
01788 822115

VERDICT: Hardwood fit-out

Former ex-fleet cruiser
Debbie’s Delight has a
reverse layout with the
saloon and galley at the
stern.

The 2002 45-footer has
four berths and is the ideal
size for tackling the
network.

The saloon has an
L-shaped settee which can
be converted in to a double

This 58ft semi-tradis powered by
afour-cylinder Lister engine and
heated by a Webasto central
heating system plus two Morso

bed. The galley is well ! B ' Squirrel stoves. There are four
equipped with a four- which has a WC, wash basin Powered by a Beta berths onboard and the galley is
burner hob, ovenand grill,  with vanity unit and a hip Marine 35 with a PRM120 equipped — a Thetford Triplex

a stainless steel sink with bath with an overhead gearbox. cooker, Fridgemaster and Candy
draining board, and under shower. At the bow of the washing machine — to cater

counter fridge. The built-in  boat is the bedroom, which
units also provide youwith  contains a fixed double bed CONTACT: 03303330593
useful storage for all of your and wardrobe space. Near abclg.com
kitchen items. the foot of the bed is a side VERDICT: Built for cruising
Next is the bathroom hatch with steps.

for guests.

CONTACT: venetianmarina.co.uk
01270 528251

VERDICT: Striking looks

Buying a boat? You’ll need  auauFiED | EXPERIENCED | PROFESSIONALS
ABYA Since 1912 our Members have been setting the standards in Yacht Broking & Conveyancing, Surveying YDSA

PROFESSIONAL & Designing for every kind of vessel. Look for our logos to make buying your boat plain sailing. PROFESSIONAL YACHT
YACHT BROKERS DESIGNERS & SURVEYORS

For your nearest accredited Broker, Surveyor or Designer
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Boat Brokerage Your boat -Our expertise

Africa

65%10.6ft / Scott Welding
Fabrications Wide Beam
£74,900

Been with the current owner since
new. Sand blasted and Epoxied in
April 2018,dv_ery \IAle” Irnaim:s!:_ed and . -
ndition.
oo e Friendly helpful advice from our
secdo:s ca!)i:hcopve';"ted irptf‘ an fnfﬁse .
ere 1s the racility of changing to
S oo, i o experienced and knowledgeable

and tank is in place. Built in 2005.

Fited by Ouner. Isuzy 70hp diese) team of boaters

cabin. Kabola central heating and

solid fuel stove with back boiler.
Cassette toilet.. BSC to 10/2021.

For boat sales based to the west of London BRmSH

Canal narrowboats MARNE@ZE Contact the team

Widebeams B 01788 822 115 - 01788 822 508

Professionally qualified brokers ad m i n @ abn b COo.uU k
working to industry standards Updated da,,y

THE BOATYARD, MANSION LANE, IVER, SLO 9RG A B N B k
01753 652502 | 07860 480079 | kb@vcmarine.co.uk

London Residential

S F REAMCATCHE LD ROSE
55 ftTrad 1997, 57ft SemiTrad, 2000 rad by Graham Edgeson 57t Reverse layout
Zengme, hull has been ove Boatbuilders, Refitted 2011, inder, F/O DB Boatfitting Ltd, Russel Newbury Engine, raditional Style Narrowboat
This boat is a Project. el Heating & S/F Stove with R Diesel heating with Rads & S/ 2/4Berth Hull - Liverpool 2008
4Berths 8Berths Vetus Bow Thruster
£14,000 £47,500 £48,950 £37,500 £39,950

OZATITC ROSALIND
43ft Cruiser, 1985 42ft Cruiser Stern 2002 9
Hull by Clubline Cruisers Hull Liverpool Boats, ull unknown/Professional t i e Professional fit out
Yanmar 3JH25a diesel F/O Liverpool Barrus Shire Diesel 35HP F/O by Venetian Marine Isuzu Diesel
tman stove with Rads, 2 Be Beta 35,4 Berth 2Berth Lister, 2 Berth 4Berth
£27,500 £32,500 £32,500 £19,950 £54,950
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29 Townsend Street
Liverpool L5 9XY

COH ] %o?gt\%iggsd Tel: 0157 298 9602

sales@collingwoodboatbuilders.co.uk
www.collingwoodboatbuilders.co.uk

Call today for more information B Private & Trade Welcome
Part Exchange Welcome B Boats on show for viewing O f




Everything Canal Boats A

WANTED
BUYERS
www.abcboatsales.com WAITING

WATER MUSIC £25,000 DESTINY £45,000 MOWGLI £19,990 EMILY £24,950

A 50ft 1992 M Sivewright 4 berth A 45ft 2008 Liverpool Boats 2 berth A 50ft 1987 Delph Marine 4 berth A 36ft 1989 Steelcraft 4 berth cruiser
traditional stern narrowboat. semi-traditional stern narrowboat. cruiser stern narrowboat. stern narrowboat.

Location: Hilperton Marina Location: Goytre Wharf Location: Aldermaston Wharf Location: Farncombe Boat House

Tel: 01225 765 243 Tel: 01873 880516 Tel:01189 714123 Tel: 01483 421306

CELANDINE £6,500 MARGOT £18,500 ESCAPEVELOCITY £55,000 OTTERVALLEY £47,950

An 18ft 1977 Wilderness A 34ft 1982 Lye Boatbuilders 2 berth A 62ft 2002 Tyler/Wilson 4 berth traditional A 69ft 2004 Alvechurch Boats 8 berth
GRP motor cruiser: traditional stern narrowboat. stern josher tug. semi-traditional stern narrowboat.
Location: Goytre Wharf Location: Gayton Marina Location: Hilperton Marina Location : Kings Orchard Marina
Tel:01873 880516 Tel: 01604 858685 Tel: 01225 765243 Tel: 01543 433608

THINKING OF SELLING YOUR NARROWBOAT?
Up to £20,000 - 7% of the agreed sale price (min £600) : £20,001 upwards - 6% of the agreed sale price including VAT

KOLINSKY £39,950 WILL £44,950 SAYONARA £42,000 ROSE OF YORK £32,500
A 50ft 1998 John White 4 berth traditional A 45ft 5 in 2002 Keith Wood 4 berth A 41ft 2004 Sea Otter 2 berth cruiser A 40ft 1985 Peter Nicholls 4 berth cruiser
stern narrowboat. cruiser stern narrowboat. stern narrowboat. stern narrowboat.

Location: Blackwater Meadow Marina Location: Hilperton Marina Location: Gayton Marina Location:Worcester Marina

Tel: 01691 624391 Tel: 01225 765243 Tel: 01604 858685 Tel: 01905 734160

LILY £42,500 SERENDIPITY £54,950 FOUNTAINS ABBEY £35950  THE LAURIE C £16,500

A 55ft 1987 Teddesley Boats 4 berth A 55ft 2009 ABC Leisure 4 berth semi- A 49ft 2002 Alvechurch Boat Centre A 36ft 1989 Springer 2 berth traditional
traditional stern narrowboat. traditional stern narrowboat. 4 berth semi-traditional stern narrowboat. stern narrowboat.

Location: Kings Orchard Marina Location: Alvechurch Marin Location: Blackwater Meadow Marina Location: Kings Orchard Marina

Tel: 01543 433608 Tel:0121 445 1133 Tel: 01691 624391 Tel: 01543 433608

o o o VIRTUAL
For more boats and details visit www.abcboatsales.com TOURS

: NeYY
For all your boating needs abcwebchandler.com | 0330 333 0595 N

aRAIBIISNI-EI 'z Aldermaston Wharf, Padworth, Reading, Berkshire, RG7 4JS \ Scarfield Wharf, Alvechurch, Birmingham B48 7SQ

BOAT RETAILERS Gayton Marina, Blisworth Arm, Northants NN7 3ER | Anderton Marina, Uplands Road, Anderton, Nr Northwich, Cheshire CW9 6AQ
& BROKFRS Blackwater Meadow Marina, The Marina, Birch Road, Ellesmere, Shropshire SY'12 9DD | Whitchurch Marina, Wrexham Road, Whitchurch, Shropshire SY 13 3AA
E @ Goytre Wharf, Llanover, Abergavenny, Monmouth NP7 9EW | Hilperton Marina, Hammond Way, Trowbridge, Wilts BA14 8RS

Worcester Marina, Lowesmoor Wharf, Worcester WR| 2RS | Wrenbury Mill, Wrenbury, Nr Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 8HG



SURVEYOR & EXAMINER

BLUE STAR SURVEY)

Mike Boulton Assoc IIMS. DipMarSur(YS). MABSE
Boat Safety Scheme Examiner and Marine Surveyor

DIRECTORY

TELEPHONE : 01405 769129

MOBILE : 07930 384143

info@bluestarsurveys.co.uk
www.bluestarsurveys.co.uk

Qualified surveyor providing a professional service'at a Semsible price - Nationwide

MIKE BOULTON
MIIMS DIPMARSUR(YS) MABSE RMS
Blue Star Surveys BSS Examiner
& Qualified Marine Surveyor
01405 769129 - 07930 384143
www.bluestarsurveys.co.uk
info@bluestarsurveys.co.uk

JOHN CROMPTON
Marine Surveyor Surveys of Steel
and GRP boats up to 24 metres long
in the North West of England
07738 356299
www.smallboatsurveys.com
john@smallboatsurveys.com

MICHAEL CLARKE
Dip.S.C.Sur MIMarEST MABSE
Experienced narrowboat surveyor &
BSS Examiner. Friendly & professional
service. Fully qualified & insured.
Based in Northampton,
Midlands & South covered.
07944 856351 - 01604 858868
www.northernstarmarine.co.uk
info@northernstarmarine.co.uk

PETER BROOKES
CEng, NABSE, Affil.lIMS
Technical Support Ltd. Marine
Surveyor & BSS Examiner. Gas Safe
Registered. Covering MdInds, Worcs,
Warwcks, Staffs, Shrops, Gloucs.

07831 407943
www.technicalsupport.ltd.uk
peter@technicalsupport.ltd.uk

MICHAEL GODDING
YDSA - GAS REG - BSS
Yacht & Small Craft Surveyor
Pre-purchase & insurance surveys
Steel - Timber - GRP
Tel: 01386 247454
Mob: 07831 577182
mikegodding@talktalk.net

BEN SUTCLIFFE MARINE
Full member of YDSA, member of BMF/
CBA. Fully insured with over 40 years
experience. Fully qualified boat
builder Pre-Purchase and insurance.
Surveys — ultrasonic testing. Covers
South Wales, Avon & Kennet
and South England.
07796 457307
www.bensutcliffemarine.co.uk

canalboat.co.uk

MARK EDWARDS MABSSE
Cheshire Cat Narrowboats Ltd.

Mobile Marine Engineer. Boat Safety
Scheme Examiner covering Cheshire,

North Wales, Shropshire, Staffordshire.

Gas Safe Registered.

07970 384047
engineer@cheshirecatnarrowboats.co.uk

RUPERT SMEDLEY
BSC MIET ABSSE
BSS Examiner based on the Caldon
Canal, covering Staffordshire and the
surrounding area, including the Macc,
Peak Forest, T&M, Shropshire Union,
Llangollen, Staffs & Worcs.

01538 385388 - 07973 538690

ROB DICKINSON
BSS Examiner and Gas Engineer
ABSSE 591 - GAS SAFE REG 85654
Leisure, Liveaboard, Commercical
Craft, Gas Installation, Service
& Repairs, Covers Wales, Cheshire,
Derbyshire, Lancashire,
Shropshire & the Midlands.
01270812086 - 07831 449236
menderman@live.com

STEVE WILLIAMS

BSS Examiner, Gas Safe
Registered Engineer, Thetford
Appliance, Service Engineer,
offering a country-wide service.
07814 530679
www.iwabss-limited.co.uk
steve@iwabss-limited.co.uk

JOHNTOUGH
Tough Services Ltd.
Colonial Avenue,
Twickenham TW2 7EE.

020 8977 4494 - 07711 283145
johntough@btinternet.com

CHRIS HOLMES
Cetec Marine Ltd.
A friendly and professional fully
insured service. Steel, GRP & Timber
craft. Pre-purchase surveys. Insurance

surveys. Valuations. Ultrasonic testing.

07860 254369 - 01784 456872
www.cetecmarine.co.uk
surveyors@cetec.co.uk

BEN SUTCLIFFE MARINE
Full member of YDSA. Member of
BMF/CBA. Fully insured with over 40
years experience. Fully qualified boat
builder. Pre-Purchase and insurance.
Surveys — ultrasonic testing. Covers
South Wales, Avon & Kennet
and South England.

07796 457307
www.bensutcliffemarine.co.uk

4 -

MIKE CHAMBERS
AlIMS MABSE

17 Downsview Avenue,
Woking, GU22 9BT

01483 729846 - 07787 550125
michael.chambers263@ntlworld.com

ELLIOTT BERRY
DipMarSur, MIIMS, MIDIAGE, AMRINA

Port Werburgh, Vicarage Lane,
Hoo St Werburgh, Kent ME3 9TW

08445 677 709 - 07500 881731
www.marsurv.com

STEPHEN MALPUS
MABSE
Oxford Cruisers Ltd, The Boat Centre,
Eynsham, Witney, Oxon OX29 4DA.

01865 881698 - 07710 328918
oxfordcruisers@aol.com
Fax: 01865 880056

RICHARD THOMPSON
What Floats Your Boat Marine Surveys
Pre-purchase Survey Insurance

Valuation, In-Water Survey, Hull Survey,
Covers Midlands and South East.
07488 485 448
whatfloatsyourboatmarinesurveys.co.uk
richard@wfybMarineSurveys.co.uk
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To advertise on these pages contact Benjamin Jones at benjamin.jones@archant.co.uk or call 01934 422559
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BOATYARDS & SERVICES ~ DIREGTORY

1 ABC LEISURE GROUP 2 ALVECOTE MARINA 3 BRIDGE HOUSE MARINA
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Repairs, servicing and marina.
Facilities at ten UK destinations.

Tel: 0330 3330 595
www.abclg.com
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Narrowcraft Services Ltd.
The Boatyard, Robeys Lane, Alvecote,
Tamworth, Staffordshire B78 1AS

Tel: 01827 898585
boatyard@narrowcraft.co.uk
www.narrowboat.co.uk
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Nateby Crossing Lane, Garstang,
Nr Preston, Lancashire PR3 0JJ

Tel: 01995 603207
Email: peter@bridgehousemarina.co.uk
www.bridgehousemarina.co.uk

CANAL CRUISING DEBDALE WHARF
4 CALCUTT BOATS LTD COLTD MARINA LTD

| s MBI 5 | oi NN G | Po
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Tomlow Road, Stockton,
Southam CV47 8HX

Tel: 01926 813757
Fax: 01926 814091
www.calcuttboats.com

[ M |
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We have three dry docks, cranage can be
arranged. Crown Street, Stone, Staffs ST15 8QN

Tel: 01785 813982
Email: kwyatt5745@aol.com
www.canalcruising.co.uk

[ sJofsfpifalc fPolcoe] C |
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Specialists in boat blacking. Bases and sides.
Hard standing for DIY.

Tel: 0116 2793034
enquiries@debdalewharf.co.uk
www.debdalewharf.co.uk

DENHAM YACHT
s-.-Aﬂo" LTD 8 HIGHLINE YACHTING 9 MERCIA MARINA

s e
‘ B B8 v

\ . - |

100 Acres, Sanderson Road
Uxbridge, Middlesex UB8 1NB

Tel: 01895 239811
Email: denhamarina@msn.com

Web: www.denham-marina.co.uk

1 NORTH KILWORTH
WHARF

B foiffAJGJPo
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Station Road, North Kilworth,
Lutterworth, Leics, LE17 6JB

Tel: 01858 881723

Email: northkilworthwharf@tiscali.co.uk

H DoONDE &
ﬂﬂ‘lﬂﬁn

Boat Safety Scheme examinations.
Corgi registered fitters.
All services for the narrowboat owner.
Mansion Lane, Iver, Bucks SLO 9RG

Tel: 01753 653151

Findern Lane,Willington,
Derbyshire DE65 6DW

Tel: 01283 703332
Email: info@merciamarina.co.uk
www.merciamarina.co.uk

1 OVERWATER MARINA 2 OXFORD CRUISERS LTD

ﬂlﬁlﬂlﬁ ;m
BB R

Coole Lane, Newhall near Audlem,
Nantwich, Cheshire CW5 8AY

Tel: 01270 812677
Email: info@overwatermarina.co.uk
www.overwatermarina.co.uk
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The Boat Centre, Eynsham,
Witney, Oxon OX29 4DA

Tel: 01865 881698
Fax: 01865 880056
Email: oxfordscruisers@aol.com

/l SPRINGWOOD SWANLEY BRIDGE
1 3 SCARISBRICK MARINA AVEN UR 1 MARINA LTD
| S W B I DiJ AJ G JPolCoe] C Bl 5 J i} A G | Po NESEINE | s JB B JDiJ AJG Pl
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Including Onboard Energy - Specialist in
electrical equipment inc Solar Panels.
Bridge 27, Coventry Canal.

Tel: 02476 393676
enquiries@onboardenergy.com

Scarisbrick Marina has moorings for up to 200
boats and enjoys access to over 20 miles of lock
free cruising on the Leeds Liverpool Canal.
Tel: 01704 841924
Email: info@fettlerswharfmarina.co.uk

Spring Lane, Swanley, Nantwich,
Cheshire CW5 8NR

Tel: 01270 524571

Web: www.fettlerswharfmarina.co.uk www.springwoodhaven.co.uk S Ll L LR
" B SLIPWAY CALL OUT ENGINEER  IEE HARD - STANDING B SERVICING
v§ I3 DRY DOCK CRANAGE B BOAT HOIST 3 BOAT HIRE
' Il BOTTOM-BLACKING XY ANTIFOULING BOAT BUILDERS B3 DAY HIRE
8 1 DIESEL M DIY WORKSHOPS I3 MOORINGS IEl HEATING
8 N ANODES I PAINTING T WET DOCK BB PLUMBING
& GAS B REPAIRS CHANDLERY K@ WELDING
54
3 PumPOUT 3 BROKERAGE TRANSPORT
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To advertise on these pages contact our sales team on 01934 422559 or email Ben



To advertise your business in our Classifieds section, please contact
Ben Jones on 01934 422559 or benjamin.jones@archant.co.uk

CLASSIFIEDS

BOAT COVERS

LOOKING TO BUY OR
SELL A NEW/USED BOAT?

= Contact David Mawby on

== @% Tel: 07721 382619

=S—— 3 djmawby@btinternet.com

www.davidmawbyboats.co.uk

BOAT BUILDERS

H.T. Fabrications Lid.

High quality shells and sailaways. Cruiser, Trad,
Semitrad and Barges. Ncm)w and widebeam. |

Phone: 01 1 6 2761814 or 07710 002294
: www.htfabs.co.uk
Email: nc:rrowbocns@h?fc:b* co.uk

BRAYZEL NARROWBOATS
cez.e&mqu OUREOTH LAVNCH WITH GREAT DEALS,
%& 4t "—I——

Contact us on Tel: 01995 601515 » Email: brayzel@btopenworld.com
www.brayzelnarrowboats.com

SOAR VALLEY STEEL BOATS
Bespoke Service | Proven Quality
Established over 15 years

All fuel tanks and cooling tanks
tested to 15psi Sailaways, full fits
and DIY facilities available. We also Wy ;
produce our own stainless steel —
water tanks made to measure or off e
the peg Trade enquiries welcome &
Red Hill Marina, Ratcliffe on Soar, Nottingham NG11 OEB

Tel: 01509 678955 | info@soarvalleysteelboats.co.uk
www.soarvalleysteelboats.co.uk

BOAT COVERS & CANORPIES |

A Bespoke Product Every Time
Covering the North of England

amtrim

auto & marine trim specialist

John's Boat
Canopies

All canopies tailor-made
to your boat.
Repairs & framework.
Mobile services covering the

BESPOKE BOAT COVERS
& UPHOLSTERY

Call us for a free no obligation quote
01943 851 444 www.canvasman.co.uk

Manufacturers of tailor made covers
for all types of crafts. Midlands based.
Personally made and fitted by David.

BOAT HANDLING

RYA HELMSMAN TRAINING
DIESEL ENGINE MAINTENANCE, ELECTRICS,
PLUMBING, WOODWORKING, FIRST AID & MORE

“Would recommend. Well worth
the time and money. Thank you!”

SC

 —_—
Rpfvess: NB

NARROWBOAT SKILLS CENTRE
Debdale Wharf Marina, Kibworth, LES8 OXA
www.nbsc.org.uk
0116 4422326 | info@nbsc.org.uk

WATERCRAFT n;n(ﬁ:-.m

Training

Inland waterway helmsman & crew courses. Intro to waterways, ICC &
CEVNI training and assessments, VHF SRC, diesel maintenance and first aid.

07860 354890 ' watercraft.org.uk ' training@watercraft.org.uk

Based at Jct of South Oxford & Grand Union canal and on the River Thames at Marlow

\N“,\_OW WREN

TRAINING

~ 07970 770565

www.WillowWrenTraining.co.uk

PENNINE CRUISERS

(@] "\|\Jf}lul

Short Break / Holiday Hire

Cruise the Leeds Liverpool Canal on one of our
", purpose built Narrowboats. We have boats for up
to 8 people which are fully equipped for summer
or winter hire, with central heating and solid fuel
burning stoves. No experience needed as we give
a full boat handling and lock side instruction.

FREE UK
delivery

magazines

™

/v

subscnpﬂon
Save coUkK

BOAT HIRE

NORTHERN
DELIGHTS

\s"{{, CRUISE,
‘6\ Gmm%
SDWERBY BRIDGE

Start from the heart of the
northern waterways, and §
discover a new Yorkshire. ™

Tourist Board assessed

boats. Comprehensive

training.
Tel: (01422) 832712 www. shlrecrwsers co.uk
VisitBritain Assessed

LUXURY CRUISING AT
REASONABLE PRICES

Meander through peaceful, rolling countryside on the beautiful
Chesterfield Canal on our luxurious, modern narrowboats.
Spacious, centrally heated, 4 to 8 berth boats at reasonable rates.
For detalls/ brochure contact:
CHESTERFIELD CANAL BOAT COMPANY

(01522) 514774. Fax: (01522) 538893

01756 795478 | info@penninecruisers.com
WWW.penninecruisers.com

30 Minute Boat Trips

Running everyday from 10.30am.
No need to book simply turn up and pay
the skipper. £4 per passenger.
Boat Services
We offer every service a private boat owner could

need. Gas, Diesel, pumpout, repairs and maintenance,
with fully stocked Chandlery shop. We also have dry
and wet dock. Anything from an engine service for a
full re-paint, no job is too big or too small simply get in
touch to discuss any work you may require.

Midlands.

Tel:0121 6861888
Mobile:07837 489632

www.johnsboatcanopies.co.uk

Day Boat Hire

Enjoy a day out with a difference sailing the
Leeds Liverpool Canal. Prices from £70.
Again no experience needed.




To advertise your business in our Classifieds section, please contact
Ben Jones on 01934 422559 or benjamin.jones@archant.co.uk

BOAT HIRE ABROAD BOAT SECURITY

MINERVOIS CRUISERS

CANAL HOLIDAYS
in the SOUTH OF FRANCE

Explore the World Heri
Canal du Midi in this fascinating region of
France on one of our unique UK built steel
narrowboats or wide beams.

Call 01926 811842 or see
www.minervoiscruisers.com

BOAT NAMES

onkey

boatnames.com

Funky

@ Design, preview & order online
@® Boat names & paint stencils

#® Scrolls, roses, flourishes etc.
@€ Striping tape

P Reg. numbers

@ Safety Stickers

01590 671974

www.funkymonkeyboatnames.com

GO TRADITIONAL Y H, g
%QIB‘}T NAMEG™S

DECALS, STRIPING TAPE, ROSES & CASTLES
SUPPLIED BY MAIL ORDER
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF SINGLE, MULTI & FULL COLOUR LETTERING
HIGH QUALITY = SELF ADHESIVE - DURABLE - EASY TO APPLY
EXPRESS SERVICE - FREE BROCHURE
www.sac boatnames.com
- Tel. 01384 443744

— Fax. 01384 441787

E. post@sacboatnames.com ﬁ

Order the next
Issue today buy

BOAT STOVES

CLASSIFIEDS

COURSES

Oxon Boat Painting Co. LTD

NR RUGBY, WARWICKSHIRE CV23 OPR

* % % Kk Kk
2 day DIY boat painting course

i?b ONLINE LIFELINE.CO.UK

Your private, boat manual and maintenance
records available to you securely online

any where in the world on any device.
» Gain confidence for the project!

« Refurbish your old paintwork
* Pro tips and tricks
* Friendly teachers
* Free learning materials
* All your questions answered

Need to know more? Contact us today
T: 01283 320992 E: info@mydocstore.co.uk

Weekend courses are hosted in the historic
boatyard at Stretton Wharf, CV23 OPR.

Book at diyboatpainting.co.uk or call 07977 504766

DECKING
FLEXIBLE PANELS

HARWORTH Visit our website
HEATING for the full range

of solid fuel and

oil stoves
tel: 01302 742520
email: contact@harworthheating.co.uk
www.harworthheating.co.uk

BOATMAN-
STOVES |
CASTIRON | MA
STOVES

Tel: 01925 757979
or07831624822 0 [z

= WWWw.boatmanstove.co.uk
eddie.brooke@btopenworld.com

T
FEn

A superb alternative to wooden decking
that can be applied to almost any surface
including GRP, steel and timber.

.TeI 01420 588000 | info@tek-dek.com
www.tek-dek.com

CHANDLERY

SEALS + DIRECT Solve your sealing problems.
Products include door seals, window rubbers, extrusions, fenders,
hoses, adhesives, etc. Free Catalogue. Unit 6 Milton Business
Centre. Wick Drive, New Milton, Hants. BH25 6RH Tel: 01425
617722 www.sealsplusdirect.co.uk

To advertise
your business in our
Classifieds section,

please contact

w.denham *marinalcolu

Come and see our extensive chandlery offering:
Large range of solid fuel and diesel stoves,
Thetford cookers and hobs.

Shoreline refrigeration, Victron solar panels,
Balance flue water heaters, Epifanes paint,
Thetford range of toilets and chemicals.
ALL ON DISPLAY
Plus many more items at a competitive price.

Ben Jones
01934 422559

benjamin.jones@archant.co.uk

mag.co.uk

Moorings Diesel Calor gas Pumpout Coal Boat repairs Beta engine centre

magazines




CLASSIFIEDS

EQUIPMENT

TANK SPECIALISTS

Polypropylene water or sewage holding

o, e
£ [
L

tanks, battery boxes, etc. Made to your
requirements. Telephone, fax or email
for a quotation anytime.
P PLASTICS LTD -
Tel: (01270) 582 516
Fax: (01270) 251 221 | Mobile: 07740 404 938
Email: sales@goodwinplastics.co.uk | www.goodwinplastics.co.uk
Unit 1 Winterley House, Haslington, Crewe, Cheshire CW1 5RU

Canal Boat Heating Systems

KABOLA Compact 7kW Heating Systems

W= Kuranda UK Ltd, Kuranda House, Forge Road,
KABOLA Whaley Bridge, High Peak, SK23 7HY

www.kuranda.co.uk Tel: 01663 734800

STEEL BALLAST
300% heavier than bricks!

We have various sizes and normall
cut to 12" length, which wei
depending on section.

We deliver or you can
collect ex West Midlands.

Ring Bill or Nigel _
Mann Buck Steels Ltd i 'W :
01277364344 S| -

email: mannbuckandco@aol.com | www.mannbuck.com

the next
Issue
today

To advertise your business in our Classifieds section, please contact
Ben Jones on 01934 422559 or benjamin.jones@archant.co.uk

INSULATION

EVENTS

Don’t miss the

NORFOLK BOAT
JUMBLE

Norfolk Showground,
Norwich (A47 bypass) NR5 OTT

Sunday 19th April

Serving the broads, coast and fenland waterways

Opens 10am Admission only £5.
Children/parking free
Enquiries - Tel: 02084694090
Mobh: 07780800257 www.rotaevents.co.uk

dagqua

furnishings
——"

01283 701041
aquafurnishings.co.uk

[~

FOAM INSULATION...When re-fitting or orde
your new boat remember your comfort. Foam
insulation sprayed hy Websters, backed by 20
years experience. PREVENTS CONDENSATION,
REDUCES NOISE and helps keep you COSY!

FRIEE PHONE 0800 581247 or WRITE TO:

row Tree Farm, Thorne Levels, Doncaster,

South Yorkshire DN8 5TF

ma:z: WEBSTERS

(Corporate [TRID INSULATION LTD
Email: info@wehstersinsulation.com See also: www.webstersinsulation.com
. ______________________________________________________________|]

T

The Inland
Waterways

INSURANCE

Quality Low Cost Marine Insurance Quotation in 5 Clicks and 30 Seconds

smart solutions for small spaces insu ranCE'Al“h 0 a:[b

bespoke soft furnishings | sleek blinds | clever furniture | ceramics
.co.uk

HEATING

Our name says itall!
For quick, instant quotations and cover for all type of marine craft contact us on:

.;: m;j_ﬁ n quutes@insunm-'i-hoat;.cu.uk

yie of Porthcawl Insurance Consultants {UK) Lid.
ated by the Financial Conduct Authority. AN tefephone calls are reconded.

WESTFIELD

SUB AQUA & MARINE INSURANCE SERVICES LTD

Specialist Narrow Boat

Insurance

+ BOAT & CONTENTS - ACCIDENTAL DAMAGE
* VANDALISM - MALICIOUS DAMAGE
* FIRE & THEFT - FLOOD DAMAGE
» THIRD PARTY LIABILITY - LOW EXCESSES

B
/]

01752 491900 | F: 01752 491910
sales@espar.co.uk
Espar Ltd | Breakwater Road | Plymouth | PL9 7HJ

HOLIDAYS

CANALSIDE COTTAGE

Espar

Fully equipped for 4, on the Grand Union Canal at Stoke Bruerne
Northamptonshire. Pets welcome

01604 864098

www.stokebruernecottages.com

30+

magazines

buyamag.couk

For an instant quote phone
on 01483 237827

or visit narrowboatinsurance




To advertise your business in our Classifieds section, please contact
Ben Jones on 01934 422559 or benjamin.jones@archant.co.uk CLASSIFIEDS
INSURANCE
BASIC BOAT

LIABILITY COMPANY

UK’S NUMBER 1 MARKET LEADER
IN BOAT LIABILITY INSURANCE

Third Party Liability No Excess
£5M Level of Indemnity Upto £50k for Wreck Removal

03333 219 430 | www.basic-boat.com

PA727BBO1

THIS COMPANY IS PART OF HOWE MAXTED GROUP
WHO ARE AUTHORISED AND REGULATED BY THE FINANCIAL CONDUCT AUTHORITY

Subscribe
today

Wb at-lnstlrane oy craftlnsure com=%, 03452607888 - NT N
made easy e ~Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority < SUbSCrIptIOﬂSdVG_LO_Uk

@ Oxford Cruisers

www.oxfordcruisers.com

BOATLAMPS AR ; i T g P .
> i I ull boatyard services,
Boatlamps supply replacement et MET R : boat safety centre,
LED bulbs designed and selected e y TP - & % gasisafe, maring
o a 0 towing and salvage,
specifically for marine craft light ' onsite crang. Mobile
fixtures in the powerboat and sail Joating crane, sipusy

leisure market. E: info@othertonboathaven.co.uk  j 773 aulage .

T: 01785 712 515 "~—/

M: 07581 459 309 on-n:n’r% AT HAVEN
WWW boatlamps co. Uk Established Since 1996

: Y — 4
I ps.co.uk « Telephone: 01753 303418 www.othertonboathaven.co.uk  Enisha Since 19 Make yourself
TING # DENE Y

Located next to Bridge 27a on the Leeds
Liverpool Canal

www.tingden arinas.co.uk

BOAT BLACKING | SLIPWAY & HARD STANDING
SURVEYING | BROKERAGE | MOORINGS AVAILABLE II '\
SERVICING & REPAIRS
BOAT SAFETY CERTIFICATES = Qﬂ 2 2 5 87 2 2 2 (6
We are Webasto, Eberspacher, Victron & Beta Marine Agents 2 j@ info@saltfordmarina.co.uk
Searsbrick Marins, Southoort Road. Scrishrick 140 SREL MARINA yyy saltfordmarina.co.uk
H carisbricl arina, Southport Road, Scarisbrick,
The bpatel’s mail T. 01704 841924 El? sbmarina@btconnect.com (v f) River Avon between Bristol & Bath
forwarding company. S Easy access to K %A
ni ' " service. ecure marina with all facilities
Unique "pay as you go" service ~ Narrowboats, Widebeams, Cruisers welcome

07984 215873 Staniland AReahrsre i e oos NN
info@boatmail.co.uk gmmna HAREFIELD

MARINA

MOORHALL ROAD
HAREFIELD, MIDDX UB9 6PD | UNION

Rural non-residential moorings in secluded countryside
setting 5 minutes from M25/M40.

ShiptoShore Only | from R. Th
STANILAND MARINA Lock Hill, Thorne, I lays cruising from ames.
All marina tacﬂmes inc. chandlely crane, slipway,

Established in 1994
Doncaster DN8 5EP (On the Stainforth & Keadby Canal,
ol AL e wet dock, elec. diesel p/out, gas, coal, boat sales.

We are more than your average mail forwarding service. 01405 816992
1242 or wisite s o Tel: 01895 822036  Fax: 01895 825729

Tel: (01962) 868642 or visit: www.shiptoshore.co.uk




CLASSIFIEDS

PAINTING

SURVEYORS

BOAT PAINTING SPECIALISTS
GRITBASTING OPTIONS AVAILABLE
“[\L W\

TS

RV iows Lo te

50 years of association with the canals

07866 022686

info@canaltransportservices.co.uk | www.canaltransportservices.co.uk

NARROWBOAT
S@EH
PAINTING

HEATED DRY DOCK FACILITIES
SERVICE & REPAIR WORK

GALLEY AND BATHROOM ALTERATIONS
NOW BEING UNDERTAKEN

HIGH QUALITY FULL Y
COACH PAINTING & SIGNWRITING
Fradley Marine Services Tel. 07971 686516
email. kevindickinson63@gmail.com

Slots
available

"Narrowboat Surveyor

& Boat Safety Examiner

* A Friendly & Professional Service
E = * Fully Qualified & Insured
-+ Ultrasonic Pre-purchase & Hull Condition Surveys

¥ ; s
01604 858 868 - 07944 856 351

info@northernstarmarine.co.uk - www.northernstarmarine.co.uk

Yacht, boat and barge surveyor.

Make sure the boat you are looking at
boat is all she is meant to be.
Use our experience to help you
n make the right decision.

Call 07860 254369 / 01784 456872

Marine « Welfare o Leisure

|B-LeeSa

WWW. Ieesan.com

Are your Toilets,
Tanks & Hoses Ready for Spring?

Bringing that peace of mind to
cleaning your heads ...

T:01 295 770000

SERVICES

P&S MARINE

70 TON CRANE
NEAR LONDON

08001707276
SURVEYORS

YACHT & SMALL CRAFT SURVEYOR

PRE-PURCHASE & INSURANCE SURVEYS
STEEL-TIMBER-GRP

MICHAEL GODDING
YDSA - GAS REG - BSS
5 SALISBURY DRIVE, EASTWICK PARK, EVESHAM,
WORCESTERSHIRE WRII 2XD
T: 01386 247454 M: 07831577182
mikegodding@talktalk.net

Lime Farm Marina

Blacking

Survey work
Steel work
' Overplating
l'_ Y Hun Repairs | *
— Gritbl

Lime Farm & Marina. Nr Rugby, CV23 OJH
Bridge 43A North Oxford Canal

01788 570131 /07973 423707
www.limefarmmarina.co.uk

To advertise your business in our Classifieds section, please contact
Ben Jones on 01934 422559 or benjamin.jones@archant.co.uk

TRANSPORT

AB Tuckey &
MJT Crane Hire Ltd

One call and your bespoke boat movement can be arranged

With over 40 years experience, we are here to help

01926 812134

CPL TRANSPORT
SERVICES (UK) LTD

A reputation for service, excellence & delivery.
Located 30 miles from Dover - the gateway of Europe

Tel: 01233 758126 Fax: 01233 758127
Email: info@cpltrans.com

VYAVTATY " - "

UPHOLSTERY

UPHOLSTERY

& SOFT FURNISHINGS

_RE-UPHOLSTERY/NEW UPHOLSTERY Rl

Watch our five
minutes of fame!

VAl L) NEW HIGH DENSITY & MEMORY FOAM

REMOVABLE WASHABLE SEAT COVERS
MATTRESSES MADE-TO-MEASURE

MADE-TO-MEASURE CURTAINS
BEDDING MADE ANY SHAPE /SIZE

Factory Showroom or Nationwide Collection & Delivery Service. Informative website.
The Caravan & Boat Seat Cover Centre Ltd, Cater Business Park, Bishopsworth, Bristol BS13 7TW

T:(0117) 941 0222 |

WWW.CBSCC.CO.UK |

E: info@chscc.co.uk

Windows you
can trust and
the quality you
deserve, for a
price you can
afford.

Tel: 0121 706 5777 Email: enquiry@channelglaze.com www.channelglaze.com




BOAT BUILDERS

- AINTREE BOATS
www.aintreeboats.co.uk

- ALEXANDER BOATBUILDERS
www.alexanderboatbuilders.co.uk

- BLUEWATER BOATS
www.bluewaterboats.co.uk

- BOATING LEISURE SERVICES
www.boatingleisureservices.com

- BRAIDBAR BOATS
www.braidbarboats.co.uk

- COLECRAFT
www.colecraftboats.co.uk

- COLLINGWOOD BOATBUILDERS
www.collingwoodboatbuilders.co.uk
- FINESSE BOATS
www.finesseboats.co.uk

- TYLER WILSON
www.tylerwilsonboats.com

- WHARF HOUSE NARROWBOATS
www.wharfhouse.co.uk

- XR&D BOAT BUILDERS
www.xrandd.co.uk

BOAT COVERS

- AMTRIM
www.amtrim.co.uk

- KINVER CANOPIES
www.kinvercanopies.co.uk

BOAT ENGINES

- BETA MARINE
www.betamarine.co.uk

- VETUS DEN OUDEN
www.vetus.com

BOAT HEATING

- EBERSPAECHER
www.eberspaecher.co.uk

- NORTHERN FABRICATION SERVICES
www.boatmanstove.co.uk

BOAT HIRE & HOLIDAY

- BEAR BOATING
www.bearboating.co.uk

- CALCUTT BOATS
www.calcuttboats.com

- COLLEGE CRUISERS
www.collegecruisers.com

- CRABTREE NARROWBOAT HIRE
www.crabtreenarrowboathire.com
- NAPTON NARROWBOATS
www.napton-marina.co.uk

- SHIRE CRUISERS
www.shirecruisers.co.uk

ADVERTISE YOUR WEBSITE HERE &
ON OUR WEBSITE FOR ONLY £15!

Encourage new business to your website by advertising |
your company, both above and on our popular

website www.canalboat.co.uk by contacting
us at: ads@canalboat.co.uk

BUSINESS WEBSITES

BOAT NAMES

- FUNKY MONKEY
www.funkymonkeyboatnames.co.uk

- SAC GRAPHICS
www.sachoatnames.com

BOAT SALES

- ABC LEISURE
www.abchoatsales.com

- ABNB LTD
www.abnb.co.uk

- BRAUNSTON MARINA
www.braunstonmarina.co.uk

- NEW & USED BOAT CO
www.newandusedboat.co.uk

- VIRGINIA CURRER MARINE
WWW.vemarine.co.uk

BOAT SURVEYORS

- BLUE STAR SURVEYS
www.bluestarsurveys.co.uk

- NORTHERN STAR MARINE
www.northernstarmarine.co.uk

- CETEC MARINE
www.cetecmarine.co.uk

BOAT YARDS

- HIGH LINE YACHTING
www.high-line.co.uk

- NORTH KILWORTH WHARF
www.northkilworthwharf.com

- OXFORD CRUISERS LTD
www.oxforderuisers.com

BREAKDOWN SERVICES

- RIVER CANAL RESCUE
www.rivercanalrescue.co.uk

EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

- AES
www.autoelectricsupplies.co.uk

- GOODWIN PLASTICS
www.goodwinplastics.co.uk

- KURANDA
www.kuranda.co.uk

- VEHICLE WIRING PRODUCTS
www.vehicle-wiring-products.eu

INSURANCE

- BASIC BOAT LIABILTY COMPANY

www.hasic-boat.com

- CRAFTINSURE LTD
www.craftinsure.com

- PORTHCAWL INSURANCE
www.porthcawl-insurance.co.uk

- WESTFIELD INSURANCE SERVICES
www.divinginsuranceuk.com

MAGAZINES

- CANAL BOAT MAGAZINE

www.canalboat.co.uk

MARINAS

- CAEN HILL

www.caenhillmarina.com

- CASTLE MARINAS

www.castlemarinas.co.uk

- DEBDALE WHARF

www.debdalewharf.co.uk
- DROITWICH SPA MARINA
www.droitwichspamarina.co.uk

- KINGFISHER MARINA
www.kingfishermarinas.co.uk

- MERCIA MARINA

WWW.merciamarina.co.uk

- NORTHWICH QUAY

www.northwichquay.com
- SWANLEY BRIDGE MARINA
www.swanleybridgemarina.com

- YELVERTOFT MARINA
www.yelvertoft-marina.com

PLUMBING

- LEESAN
leesan.com

TRAINING

- WATERCRAFT
watercraft.org.uk

- WILLOW WREN TRAINING
www.willowwrentraining.co.uk

WINDOWS

- CHANNEL GLAZE

www.channelglaze.com

DIRECTORY

INSULATION

- WEBSTERS INSULATION
www.webstersinsulation.com

To advertise on these pages contact our sales team at: ads@canalboat.co.uk
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Michelle Dunsmuir, general manager, River Canal Rescue

There are all sorts of
personalities to deal with

When did you join RCR?
| joined RCR as the general
manager in July 2019.

Where are you based?
Stafford head office.

What attracted you to

support the waterways?
I believe we should look after
our heritageandtry tobe as
environmentally friendly as
possible, something RCR
advocates, sothe
organisation ‘fits’ with how |
feel.

What's your boating
experience?
Zero!ButI'mlearning.

What do your friends

think of your skills?
My skill setis more around
training and management so
it's utilised within the
company, as opposed to on
the waterways. My friends
think thisroleis perfect for
me.

And your parents?

My parents are always
proud of everything |do and
have always supported me.

What does your job

entail?
Asthetitle suggests, | get
involvedinabroadrange of
things - from human
resourcesissuesand
customer service to
marketing and team
management.

How can weimprove the
waterways?
By being environmentally-
friendly and making sure we
don't put anythinginthem
that shouldn't naturally be
there.
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Wherein Britain would

you most like to sail?
Anywhere; our countryisa
beautiful place.

/I What are your
career plans?
TotakeRCRintoanew
expanding area and
develop relationships with
businesses bothlocally and
nationally.I'm also keen to
expand the membership
side of things, working with
customer services.

/I Do youneedtobe
physically fit?

It's more of amentally than

physically challenging role,

somentally yes!

/I Have techniques
changed over the

years?

I can only comment on

management techniques

which over the years, while

they've not necessarily
changed, areimproving.

/I Isitatoughlearning
curve?
My previous roles werein
training (leadership,
business development
and management) and |
worked for Stafford
Chamber of Commerce, so
getting to grips with anew
sector has been alearning
curve, But asisthesame
everywhere, there areall
sorts of personalities to
deal with.

/I When are the

busiest times?
Giventhe nature of the
business —every day —it's
24/7!

/I 5 Any planstobuy a
boat?

Not at the moment, | do
have a caravan, however.

/I 6 What's your
favourite aspect of
your job?

Ilove all of it as each day is
different.

/I And the hardest?
Nothingis hard, but
sometimesit canbe
challenging; but thisis also
what llove about the
positionI'min.

/I What are you
reading at the

moment?

Who Moved My Cheese? by

Dr Spencer Johnson He also

wrote One Minute Manager.

/I What would your
superpower be?
Invisibility — oh
tobethat
invisible fly
onthe wall

/s
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What did you want
tobeaged12?
A policewoman.

L




GJWDirect

The UK'’s Largest Direct Boat Insurer "?"J % _;_._ £

ou =

rowboat insurance includes
cue (RCR) membership.

Get a quote today
www.gjwdirect.com 0151 473 8000




CREATORS OF

BOAT SYSTEMS

e Competitive pricing

S * Guaranteed compatibility
Dl ‘ ' ’ IDNS e Unrivalled warranties

e Quality engineering
S5YS5TEMS ===

*Warranty terms
and conditions can be
found at www.vetus.com

5-yea I warranty
on engines*

COMPLETE PACKAGES AVAILABLE FOR NEW BUILD, REFIT AND REPOWERING
Narrowboats . Widebeams . Dutch barges

t: 023 8045 4507 | e:5ALES@VETUS.CO.UK | WWW.VETUS5.COM 3-year waranty

on equipment*

ENGINES | STERN GEAR | FUEL | INSTRUMENTS | FRESH WATER | WASTE WATER | MANOEUVRING | ELECTRICAL | STEERING | HATCHES | VENTILATION



