ESGAPE TO AN ALL NEW ISLE

Discover the all-new Isle Casino Hotel® Black Hawk, featuring our reimagined
casino with more than 900 of the hottest slot machines and 27 action-packed
table games, 240 newly renovated luxurious rooms and our brand new
Roxy Restaurant and Bar - Black Hawk’s newest fine dining experience.

To book your getaway, visit isleblackhawk.com
or call 1-800-THE-ISLE (843-4753).

© 2020 ELDORADO RESORTS, INC. Isle is a registered trademarks of ELDORADO RESORTS, INC.
Must be 21 for casino. Gambling a problem? Call 1-800-522-4700.

CASINO*HOTEL
BLACK HAWK 401 Main Street, Black Hawk, CO 80422
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Let’s think fresh. Let’s build a new home and fill it with new
ideas. Let’s find ways to bring in more sunlight. To simplify
and beautify. And let’'s make everything easier. Even the
process of buying your home. Welcome to the new homes —
and new thinking — of Brookfield Residential.

BrookfieldResidentialCO.com
DENVER | LAKEWOOD | BRIGHTON | FIRESTONE | LITTLETON | CASTLE ROCK

@ Prices and specifications subject to change without notice.
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DOUGLAS D. KERBS

BESPOKE
REAL ESTATE
PORTFOLIO
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MODERN DAY TUDOR IN A COUNTRY-LIKE SETTING
19 SOUTH LANE | CHERRY HILLS VILLAGE

Extraordinary Private Oasis | Classic Layout and Design | Amazing Indoor-Outdoor Entertaining Opportunities

6 Bedrooms | 8 Bathrooms | 10,631 Finished Square Feet | .89 Acres | 4-Car garage

ATTAINABLE AT $4,188,000

www.19SouthLane.com

LIV | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Find Me and Follow Me: @ instagram.com/DouglasDKerbs n youtube.com/porsche5433



DOUGLAS D. KERBS

BESPOKE
REAL ESTATE
PORTFOLIO
SERVICES

LEGACY ESTATE IN PRESTIGIOUS POLO CLUB
40 POLO CLUB CIRCLE | DENVER

Sophisticated and Richly Appointed | Exquisite Custom Millwork and Moldings | Picturesque Verdant Setting
5 Bedrooms | 8 Bathrooms | 12,807 Finished Square Feet | .79 Acres | 3-Car garage

Inquire and Begin the Conversation:

Douglas D. Kerbs 303.898.7818

DouglasDKerbs.com
Douglas.Kerbs@sothebysrealty.com

LR




REDEFINING THE WORLD OF LUXURY APPLIANCES

THE MONOGRAM STATEMENT COLLECTION: RESTAURANT-INSPIRED FEATURES
INVITE YOU TO TAKE ON ANY COOKING ASPIRATION WHILE THE SMART APPLIANCES
EFFORTLESSLY SYNC YOUR KITCHEN WITH YOUR LIFE.
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Inspiring customers, designers and tastemakers alike.

Mountain High Appliance continues to move the kitchen
appliance industry forward by offering products with the
most innovative technology and provocative design.
See, touch and try before you buy hundreds of top-brand
appliances at one of our stunning Colorado showroomes.
Louisville, Littleton, Colorado Springs, Glenwood Springs

MountainHighAppliance.com

MOUNTAIN HIGH

%@t}b&ﬁbﬁﬁg % (t%’d’ﬁﬂ(?ﬁ.






Create
your own
personal
style

Imagine | Design | Create | Love
with our new touchscreen
design technology

Come celebrate the
Grand Opening of our
new Thornton Store

30% Off Furniture Storewide
in both locations through
March 22nd!

*Some exclusions apply

Bassett

bassettfurniture.com

NOW OPEN

16509 N Washington Street
Thornton, CO 80023

303 450 5126

7854 E County Line Road
Lone Tree, CO 80124
303 592 2525
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ON THE COVER: Denver skyline. llustration by David Owens features

GLAM IT UP Fantastic fashion finds for
the woman with style, p. 100

IREESISIRESRES, Y [LES ON THE RISE
OF DENVER Mile High Housing Market

We get the inside scoop guide to neighborhoods, new
on what’s hot in the food, developments, and more.

retail, community, and arts
scenes. Plus, our experts’ 1 O O

favorite places.

GLITZ. GLAM. DAMN.
Sequins and patterns galore!
Fashion trends that sparkle all
day long.

8 denverlifemagazine.com | MARCH 2020 photography by JEFF NELSON



You feel it, right? That inkling to go West. Telling you
to reconnect. To change the pace. To walk the dog,
enjoy a sunset, and take in a yoga class. That’s
The Meadows calling. Answer the call! Come to
The Meadows at Historic Castle Rock for the Colorado
you imagined- stay for everything you only dreamed

you would find.

The Meadows is ready to greet you! The Colorado
you’ve been longing for is just the start of what
you’ll find.

THE MEADOWS

)‘q-ﬂ ﬂigi.s:'.vt.i:. Euafﬂt f’ﬁu{,

MEADOWSCASTLEROCK.COM
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Colorado Styler

HOME FURNISHINGS

When you visit Colorado Style Home

Furnishings, it will be the most enjoyable

and most impressive furniture shopping

experience you'll ever have! Explore
more than an acre of fine furniture in

two showrooms.

FURNITURE ° LIGHTING - AREA RUGS - ACCESSORIES




Colorado Style:

HOME FURNISHINGS

2550 East County Line Road
C-470 & University | (303) 741-4240
www.coloradostyle.com

Visit a store % 1L~ mfé
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style

ACCENTS
Bringing back the
118 bridal registry.

BUTTERFLIES FROM
BACCARAT. Starting at
$140. “Nice baby gifts,

something to start

collecting.”

50

12 denverlifemagazine.com | MARCH 2020
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SPOTLIGHT

The Denver arts
community celebrates
Kaitlyn Tucek.

atlas P.33

34 ON THE JOB
Local BMX Artist
joins Cirque du
Soleil

360 NAVIGATOR
How to fit in at the
water cooler

38 CARS
Trading a scalpel
for the race track

40 SOCIAL
Most Instagram-
mable places in
Denver

42 MADE IN
COLORADO

H2a Botanicals
goes skin deep

44 KIDS
Spring break kid

zone

46 GIVING
How Polite Tumor
is helping breast
cancer patients

artsr s

52 CALENDAR
It’s all about March
Madness

54 ON HIS RADAR
What’s on the Colo-
rado Symphony
director’s shelf

27 CLICK! 136 THAT WAS THEN .. departments

fOOd P.59

60 CHEERS
We applaud the
award-winning
Syrah from Qutori
Winery.

62 THE DISH
Find out what all
the fuss is about at
Frank & Roze.

64 NIBBLES

Five rules for
baking at altitude.

66 DINING OUT

Restaurant Olivia
brings back creative
pasta; Pizzeria
Locale has 14
combinations to
try. Yummy!

ROAD TRIP

How fat tires give
cyclists a chance to enjoy
the trails in the snow.

Style P. M

112 FASHION
Boho styles

14 BEAUTY

How to get “glass
hair” that shines

16 HOME

Prep your garden

Wander P.121

122 STREET VIEW
South Pearl Street

124 WANDERLUST
Three places to go
birding

132 JOURNEY
Experience the

Florida Keys
(adults only!)

SPOTLIGHT, PAUL MILLER; DINING OUT, JONI SCHRANTZ; ROAD TRIP, JESSE UNRUH
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COMSTOCK DESIGN

303 761 2440




@%E IN STYLE

Remodel Your Home For The Future

Zero Entry Showers ® Handheld Faucets ® Bench Seating

Degle[ginNi

.imm 18

20ad, Suite A, Bou . _'f'?'

5
teriorSolutions.com
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Denver finest selection of artisanal rugs

Serving the design 589 FILLMORE ST. DENVER CO 80206
community for 43 years 303.320.6363 ~ WWW.SHAVER~RAMSEY.COM
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Electric has gone Audi.

The all-electric Audi e-tron is here.

Audi Denver

A McDonald Family Dealership

Visit AudiDenver.com today to learn more.
Please Call: 303.376.4730

or come in 6060 S. Broadway
Littleton, CO 80121

European model shown.“Audi,” all model names, and the four rings logo are registered trademarks of AUDI AG. ©2020 Audi of America, Inc.




DESIGNED AROUND YOU.

You know what you want. We can make it happen.

With G.J. Gardner Homes, your custom home options are limitless. As one of

CREATING : : A i
Colorado’s largest custom home builders, we offer the reputation, capabilities,

om and buying power to build you the home you want. Our time-tested process
delivers a fixed price on schedule and within budget.
NOT HOUSES
Bring us your ideas. Together, we'll build the life you've imagined.

Ga]n Gardner- HOMES Find your local design center at GJGardner.com.
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PANZANG

909 17TH ST 303.296.3525 PANZANO-DENVER.COM (¥) (@) PANZANODENVER

1717 Champa Street | Denver,
monaco-denver.com

18 denverlifemagazine.com | MARCH 2020

Co 80202 | 303.294.3023
#MonacoDenver
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HINKLEY

" FREDRICK R
| Hinkley lighting luwcury line
THE TRY SIS

FUSION Light and Design is a full service, luxury lighting design firm that focuses on
providing the highest level of customer service while enhancing the environment of
every space. Our unique and comprehensive design process has truly redefined the

lighting industry. We work with each client to develop a personalized and custom
lighting package. With three locations in Colorado Springs, Denver, and Windsor, we
have the ability to work on projects of any size. When you partner with FUSION,
there is no limitation to the complexity or scope of your project.

DENVER | COLORADO SPRINGS | WINDSOR
www.fusionlightandesign.com
303-777-5080
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We represent injured people
and their families
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Advocating for
Colorado injury victims
for over two decades

AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT & INJURY LAW

Practice Areas Also Include:

Workers” Compensation, Medical Device
and Dangerous Drugs, Class Action Litigation,
Employment Law and Social Security Disability

More than $700 Million recovered for our clients

ColoradoLaw.net o o d222=-2222

DENVER | FORT COLLINS | COLORADO SPRINGS




from the editor

BEST OF BOTH WORLDS

Denver is a beautiful place, with blue skies, lush landscape, panoramic
mountain views, and hip establishments. Nestled at the base of the Rocky
Mountains in close proximity to downtown, Mile High provides a gateway
to a slew of outdoor pursuits all year long for the entire family.

From a vibrant food scene to bountiful parks, real estate, and sporting
events, Denver is top of the charts in our books. That's why every year we
see an influx of people moving here, with Colorado’s population expected to
reach 5.8 million by 2021. Denver was also voted the No. 1 vacation spot for
2020 by TripstoDiscover.com—and Forbes.com listed Vail in their recent
“Top 25 Places to Visit”

In this Best of Denver issue, we put on our reporter hats and got the
inside scoop on why Denver’s hot. We spoke to local culinary, arts, retail, and
community experts to find out their must-see places around town. Check
out “The Life & Styles of Denver” (p. 71). We also include a roundup of our
amazing luxury neighborhoods, and newest property developments (p. 83),
plus, all the best places to shop, dine, work, and play.

After all, making a conscious decision to get out and explore your
community is what really makes a place fantastic. So, make sure to take
advantage of what Denver has to offer in the urban center and the outskirts.
There’s always something going on.

Until next time,

Kerrie Lee Brown
Executive Editor

r ] : Watch us on COCO
@ @KerrieLeeBrown @ March 11

COLORADD & COMPANY

22 denverlifemagazine.com | MARCH 2020
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HATTITUDE

— LUNCHEON ——

A whimsical celebration of personality and unity
benefiting women in theatre. Sponsorships Available Tickets available at $65 or $150

THE 40TH ANNUAL GALA BENEFITING
DCPA ARTS & EDUCATION Join us for the 40th anniversary
of Saturday Night Alive! This
annual gala includes premier
seats to Disney’s The Lion King,
our signature silent auction,
dinner, desserts and dancing.

Can’t attend? You can still bid.
Our silent auction goes live
April 30 at 6pm. Visit:

JOIN US
PLATINUM
MAY 16
AIRLINES ¥
EMERALD GOLD
Brisa Trinchero & Mark Carleton % Health
Christine Benero & Brad Busse ’
Meredith & L. Roger Hutson Qr
THEWESTIN
DENVER DOWNTOWN mha“k CPICURI __\‘:_\’
Buyi Zama as Rafiki. ©Disney Photo by Deen van Meer. *Sponsor list as of Jan. 31, 2020

TWO EVENTS. ONE GREAT CAUSE.

SUPPORT ARTS AND EDUCATION THIS MAY AT THE DCPA.

DENVERGeneR®  DENVERCENTER.ORG/EVENTS



—FURNITURE & DESIGN —
Complimentary In-Home Design Service
Free On-Site Parking * Free Delivery
12th & Broadway ® Downtown Denver
303.529.7228 * HowardLorton.com

Becausé Your Style Doesn't Stop at the Back Door

Come visit our newly renovated, 10,000 sq ft dedicated patlo shop!
See all the new styles, finishes, and fabrics for 2020 and distinguish your patio
by customizing and creating your unique outdoor living space.

Howard Lorton Furniture & Design, family-owned and operated since 1927.
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Denver's newest |
luxury kitchen
de5|gn showroom Ki’fc};en Design Studio

590 Quivas Street Denver CO 80204
experience us at: / 720.650.0500

InspireKDS.com
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OFFICIAL FERRARI DEALER

i Ferrari of Denver

Ferrari of Denver, a flagship of the Ferrari Brand located in
Highlands Ranch invites you to discover the

new Ferrari Portofino: the perfect combination of sportiness,
elegance and comfort.

1480 East County Line Road
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126
Tel. 303.996.7393

denver.ferraridealers.com Ferrari.com



EDIT BY GINNY TORY

click!

#denverlifemagazine

A selection of recent Instagram posts from around town that tagged us

Sweet dreams
@chlo3acoman created an adorable ginger-
bread royal icing cake for a slumber party.

The A sleigh
@joseph.green.photography captured a
train pulling into snowy Union Station.

White out
@coloradobehrs woke up to a magical view
of Red Rocks after a winter storm.

Saturdays

giveaway spotlight

Submit a photo of your fun filled weekend in

our #52SaturdaysDLM Giveaway for
a chance to win.

Learn how by visiting

denverlifemagazine.com/52saturdaysdim

Yy

@denverlifemag

follow us on:

@denverlifemagazine

ety
=, 2
Nice spice
Adventurous foodie @rilesrichards tries

the kimchi at Dae Gee Korean BBQ.

Sensational Saturday
Amber Rocklin and her son went ice
skating at the Belmar rink in Lakewood.

@denverlifemagazine

BELMONT ESTATE
Vancouver, Canada | $44,069,600

LOCAL

Real Estate Expertise

with

GLOBAL

Reach

DOUGLAS D. KERBS
303.898.7818
DouglasDKerbs.com

UGLAS D. KERBS

BESPOKE
REAL ESTATE
PORTFOLIO
SERVICES

Recognized as One of the TOP TEN
Producing Brokers in Denver

LIV | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

MARCH 2020 | denverlifemagazine.com 27
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Enjoy a luxe staycation on us! Visit denverlifemagazine.com/win for
complete details and your chance to win this exciting giveaway.

STAYCATION GETAWAY PACKAGE

Enjoy a glamorous night off the grid in downtown Denver. Enter to win a luxe
staycation package consisting of a one-night stay at Kimpton Hotel Monaco
Denver and dinner for two at the award-winning Italian restaurant Panzano—where
their motto is: “Those who eat well, live well.” Bold and inviting, stylish but warm,

Kimpton Hotel Monaco Denver delivers signature Kimpton service, luxury amenities,

a convenient downtown location, and richly renovated guest rooms. Good luck and
don’t forget to Instagram your time away.

28 denverlifemagazine.com | MARCH 2020

HOTEL MONACO/PANZANO



This unreal moment brought to you by
Sedona, Arizona.

Plan your getaway at UnRealAZ.com, and download the
Visit Arizona app to customize your trip.
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DR. GARY M. RADZ
A SMILE WITH STYLE
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Detailed luxury

Six Walls, your friendly full service interior design partner, has expanded from Seattle to Denver.
Open by appointment only, our unique showroom experience in Denver is now accepting new clients!

RIORDESIGN

E
Seattle: 206-275-3399 S I X Wa l l S
Denver: 303-856-6610

www.six-walls.com INTERIOR DESIGN
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Because healfhy
hearts do more.

ol SCL Health

"™ HEART & VASCULAR INSTITUTE

We created a place to help make moments like
this possible. The SCL Health Heart & Vascular
Institute brings the best heart care to Metro
Denver with leading heart experts and some of
the most advanced procedures available today.
We're doing more, so you can.

SCLHealth.org/heart

SAINT JOSEPH LUTHERAN | GOOD SAMARITAN @ PLATTE VALLEY
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Compass is

Jeff Hendley
jeff.hendley@compass.com
303.877.6767
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ELEVATING THE R
ESTATE EXPERIEN:

be exceptional

ie Dews

Sus

susie.dews@compass.com

303.521.9009
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Frank McLoughlin of the ' '\ “1111g preps for the big day all f‘t*
year long. St. Patrick’s Dayjl’s a huge draw. “We really strive to . + + L |
provide a family friendly environment that has something for ev- L 4'_4 3 s
eryone. Face painting and balloons for the littles and great music, ; ,"" A t
food, and drinks for the bigs.” ' s ¥ 3 ¥
The Snug opened its doors in 2004 and McLoughlin, who co- o ;
owns the pub with his brother Jim, says he’s proud his pub is a 4_ & y f
mainstay in Capitol Hill. “We have great regulars, some who have ‘_) » 'I~1 ' i’
P been with us the whole time. It’s such an eclectic neighborhood : 3 e t._,
that has supported us since the beginning. So, if you want to expe- R i
rience a traditional Irish Hooley [a Hooley in Ireland means a party . " &
with traditional Irish music and dance] then come see us.” There will - f
be bands and Irish dancing throughout both March 14 and March 17. i {
“Everyone has a great time. | am amazed at how good the dancers
are at the Reed School of Irish Dance, and how much the crowds

photography by JON ROSE MARCH 2020 | denverlifemagazine.com 33



pro rider

Flying high

f you know anything about live

stage performances, you've prob-

ably heard of Cirque du Soleil.

Cirque du Soleil (which means

“Circus of the Sun” or “Sun

Circus” in French) originated in a
small town near Quebec City in Canada
in the early ‘80s. Today, the iconic enter-
tainment business employs 4,000 peo-
ple—including 1,300 artists from 50
countries—and generates annual revenue
of approximately $1 billion.

3/ denverlifemagazine.com | MARCH 2020

The next big thing to hit the thrilling
Cirgue roster is VOLTA, which stops in
Denver April 30-June 7. What makes VOLTA
unigue is that it includes the energy, tal-
ents, and urban vibe of action sports ath-
letes. Denver BMX Artist AJ Anaya is one
of the performers to land a coveted spot.
“I'm proud to be a part of a show that is
breaking barriers. The tricks and stunts we
perform represent freedom, liberation, and
self-acceptance. It’s all about positivity.”
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Born in Chihuahua, Mexico, Anaya calls Den-
ver his home. “My fondest memories growing
up in Denver are all of the outdoor activities
and BMX contests. My introduction to the
world of BMX was attending a show at the
Pepsi Center when | was a kid. So, coming back
to Denver to perform at the Pepsi Center 20
years later is mind-blowing. Everything comes
full circle.”

Although he had a chance to play college
baseball, Anaya decided his true passion was
riding bikes. He’s been on two wheels ever
since he can remember, and has taken part in
numerous shows and events including Amer-
ica’s Got Talent, halftime shows for the NFL,

NBA, and the NHL,
and the Pan Amer-
ican Games. “It's
really amazing to
be a part of the first
BMX freestyle cast
in Cirgue’s history.
I also love that our
characters are de-
picting Free Spirits.
| love the vibe.”
Anaya is a new
dad and, despite de-
manding tour sched-
ules, spends as much
time as possible with

his new baby, friends,

and family. When it
comes to his props,
he has no time for
cheap equipment.

“A big part of being
a professional rider is

CONTESTS VS. LIVE SHOWS
“Competing and performing
on stage are very different.
There’s a lot more pressure
during contests because you're
trying to win a title or trophy.
However, when you perform
Ina show you're trying to win
over the audience, which is a
lot more fun. The best part is
making the crowd laugh or
smile when you put on a great
show. But I must admit, it was
tough at first to learn how to
do choreographed tricks on a
ramp with five other riders.
There’s a lot happening on the
stage at once.”

—AJ Anaya

knowing that my bikes are safe and | do every-
thing in my power to perfect my craft. | have a
custom bike from top to bottom with my own
signature frame. Everything is really high tech,
lightweight, and top of the line.”

Above all, he’s happy to combine his
love of riding with live performance. “I was
taught by my mom early on that you can
do anything if you put your mind to it. The
fact that Cirgue du Soleil has opened its
arms to include action sports is a testament
to how innovative they are. It’s also a real
team effort with coaches and medical staff
focused on the performers’ health, nutrition,
and safety.” Anaya can’t wait to perform at
home. “Denver is where | grew up and is a
big part of who | am as a person today.”
—Kerrie Lee Brown

VOLTA
April 80 - June 7

Pepsi Center Prius West Lot
cirquedusoleil.com

20 Years of

International
Design in
Colorado

Erika M. Rundiks
720 839 0321

rechercheid.com

Organic Grapes

Certified Ve
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Transtorming a ‘city girl’

HOW DO | FIT IN AT THE WATER COOLER WHEN EVERYONE ELSE IS
SHARING TALES OF HIKES, BIKES, AND SNOWBOARDS?

— ..'NIIF_

"”!.f

!
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I just moved to the foothills of Colorado from New York City, where
I'd lived all my life. Everyone here seems so outdoorsy and adventur-
ous, something that I'm not used to. I think my co-workers are a little
tired of hearing me say, “I'm a city girl,” when everyone is sharing
Monday morning tales of weekends on the trails and slopes. What'’s
the best way for me to get into the many outdoor activities that Colo-
rado has to offer, without feeling like a total klutz? —Yordan, Golden

First of all, Jordan, have no shame in being a city girl. Just a few miles east of you is a big
city full of culture, nightlife, and traffic. Please go to Denver whenever you are feeling nos-
talgic for the bright lights. If you're intrigued with the gorgeous peaks to the west, it’s our
suggestion that you shun testosterone for now and look to women for a more welcoming,
less competitive indoctrination to whatever activity intrigues you most. On Meetup.com,
for instance, there’s the Women’s Mountain Collaborative, which has more than 1,000
members and offers skills workshops to newbies; another meetup, Easy Riders, organiz-
es easy bike outings for women in the Bear Valley and Platte River trail areas. According
to Colorado Tourism, most ski resorts offer women’s-only instruction, with Women’s
Wednesdays and events, like Wolf Creek Ladies Ski and Snowboard Clinics and, at Grand
Junction’s Powderhorn Resort, Ski Like a Girl. For climbing events, check out
outdoorwomensalliance.com, and for hiking opportunities join @womenwhohike on
Facebook. And for a little of everything, watch for the late-summer 2020 dates of the
YMCA of the Rockies’ Women’s Adventure Camp, a four-day, three-night immersion at
Camp Chief Ouray that will give you plenty to share on Monday morning.

Got a question? Send it to: editorial@denverlifemagazine.com.
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1 love that Denver has
so many offerings in
the arts. My husband,
however, often gets
grumpy and bored
at—and even before—
shows and concerts,
even though he says he
wants to go. How do |
keep him from ruining
these experiences for
me?—Amy, Aurora

Hmm, let’s get this
straight: He’s not
saying, “Honey, I'll go

if you really want me
to,” or, “If you can’t get
anyone else to see that
with you, I'll go along.”
He’s saying, “I've been
dying to see Mean Girls
on Broadway, but, guess
what, it’'s coming to the
Buell this month, let’s
go!” And then when
show day arrives and
you come downstairs
all pretty and primped,
he’s on the couch in

his jammies watching
college basketball? Um,
no, you say, that’s not
exactly how it goes.

So think about exactly
how it goes, because it’s
pretty clear from here
that your hubby con-
siders it a small favor to
you to agree to go, an
almost-too-big favor to
actually go, and an im-
possible, unmanageable
favor to go and act like
he’s having a good time.
The best way to keep
him from ruining your
experiences is to find

a theater-loving friend
with whom you can plan
these fun outings. The
second best way: Fly
solo. Tis better to enjoy
a show or concert alone
than to endure an eve-
ning with a grump, and
he’ll probably be much
less of one when you
come home with a big
smile on your face.

illustration by INGO FAST
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Spring has sprung! We know you're
relishing the warm weather—but maybe
not so much the itchy eyes, runny noses,
and congestion, otherwise known as
hay fever. We've consulted with Jennifer
Broome, a local weather expert, for tips
and tricks to survive the allergy season.

(D KNOW THE TRIGGERS
“Trees start first. They usually polli-
nate by late February and last into
much of June.” Pollen is usually
highest from 5 a.m. to 10 a.m,, so
time your outdoor activities right.
Be aware of the weather as well;
high winds and rainstorms can cause
pollens to be disturbed and released
into the air.

@ TRY AN ALTERNATIVE TO
MEDICINE
A neti pot, which is a saline solution
for nasal irrigation, won’t make you
drowsy like antihistamines. It removes
mucus, bacteria, and reduces nasal
swelling and dryness. Try it right be-
fore bed so you can breathe clearly
and sleep more deeply.

(® DON’T BRING IT INSIDE
Broome suggests “putting dirty
clothes in a hamper or laundry room,
not in the bedroom.” It’s even best to
shower off when coming inside. This
will defend allergens from invading
your home. “Consider keeping pets
out of your bedroom as well, as they
are usual suspects for tracking pollen
inside.”

@ MEDICATE YOURSELF EARLY
Once it hits 60 degrees F for three to
four days, pollens start to permeate
the air. If you medicate right away, you
will prevent inflammation and swelling
in the lining of the nasal canal. You
shouldn’t be taking your first dose of
medicine on the first day of high pollen
counts.

(B GOOD AIR QUALITY IS KEY
You'll want in invest in a HEPA-certified
air filter and change it every six weeks
or so during allergy season. This will
trap the invading allergens, filtering
out clean air. Just to be safe, you might
want to keep your windows closed as
well. —Sydney Feldhaus
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Live to Design

ASID members are professional Interior Designers and partners. With rigorous
educational and experience requirements, as well as a strict code of ethics
and professional conduct, ASID designers are the key to turning your interior

dreams into living realities.

JOIN ASID OR FIND A DESIGNER AT CO.ASID.ORG

Designer Credit: 2019 ASID Colorado | Crystal Award Winner IN

TRIO Environments

AMERICAN
SOCIETY OF

OR
DESIGMERS
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“Knowing that it’s not just

a man’s sport is everything.”

—Dr. Lisa Hunsicker

Trading the scalpel for the wheel

PLASTIC SURGEON LISA HUNSICKER GETS HER KICKS RACING FAST CARS. BY SYDNEY FELDHAUS

r. Lisa Hunsicker isn’t your typical plastic surgeon. This Florida native, who has been
practicing medicine since 1995, has found an uncommon pastime in competitive race
car driving. She bought her first Porsche in 2012, joining the Porsche Club of America,
and never looked back. She’s as fearless as they come, and it doesn’t bother her that
she’s usually the only woman on the track. Hunsicker is here to tell you that she’s just like every oth-
er racer—she just wants to go fast.

Has racing always been a
passion?

“Growing up, my dad had a 1972
Corvette and that was my intro-
duction as a kid. It was fast and
fantastic. It imprinted on me.

He sold the car when | was in
high school, and | was so angry.
When | finished up my doctorial
training, I immediately bought
one for myself. | was on the car
dealership lot and | called my
dad, and he said, ‘Honey, | just
can’t hear you. | don’t know

where you're at.” | kept revving
the engine. ‘'Oh, that’s the sound
of my Corvette that you can’t
hear me over, | said, laughing.”

Are there any similarities be-
tween racing and surgery?
“Yes and no. They are both very
similar in that they take a lot of
preparation, and safety is obvi-
ously top priority. Both require
tremendous focus. However, the
thing | like about racing is that
it'’s all about me. You have to be
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present. When you’re not pres-
ent in racing, you mess up really
bad. It really forces you to focus
on the moment. It’s very experi-
ential. You can’t think about the
past five minutes or five minutes
into the future.”

What'’s it like to be a woman in
the sport?

“There aren’t very many of

us, so it’s always awesome to
see another female racer. In

my experience, and | can only

speak for myself, it's been great.
Everyone goes out and helps
everyone, even if you're racing
against each other. It's never
about guys and girls—you’re
simply a racer. Gender isn’t an
issue. It's a community, and you
become friends with people
along the way.”

What do you wish people knew
about the sport?

“A lot of people think that
racing is only for the extremely
wealthy. Depending on the level
that you want to compete at,
that’s not always true. It's not
as elitist as people think it is. It’s
also important to know that it’s
accessible for women. Knowing
that it’s not just a man’s sport is

everything.” (1)
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Imagine what we could design for you.
KitchenDistributors.com
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Kitchen Distributors, Inc.
1309 W. Littleton Blvd.
303.795.0665

@ 500.688.0665 [toll free]

The Kitchen — Perfected
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10 most instagrammable places in denver
Looking for some places to spruce up your social media feed? We’ve com-
piled some of our favorites. Check them out this spring. v cinny Tory

by the numbers

COLORADO
ECONOMY

® 96

The Pavilion at

Cheesman Park Percent of wage and salary
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Ice Cream
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MOST SLOTS & TABLES.

SIMPLY THE BEST WINNING IN BLACK HAWK.

You won't find better action in Black Hawk! 1,250 slot and video machines,
40 table games and 22 live poker tables—all this and the best loyalty
program in the nation. Come enjoy the rustic elegance of our
one-of-a-kind casino and have a world-class experience today.

Reserve your stay today at Ameristar.com/Black-Hawk or call 720.946.4000.

AMERISTAR P

CASINO * RESORT * SPA (

— BLACK HAWK — i "w
A mychoice destination

111 RICHMAN ST BLACK HAWK, CO 80422 720.946.4000 | AMERISTAR.COM f{#E@&

Must be at least 21. Terms subject to change. See mychoice® Center for details. Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-522-4700. ©2020 Penn National Gaming, Inc. All rights reserved.



atlas made in colorado

Deeper than surtace level

e € A REIOF YOURSKINLITAKE CARE OF YOWRSEER SIERRA GOLEDSTEEINTS
H2a BOTANICALS SHOWS YOU HOWV. BY SARAH JI-MEI LOFGREN

t started with a body oil making kit. Sierra Goldstein, H2a Botanicals founder, likes to

joke that that gift “created a monster,” because she finally was able to combine her love

of science and holistic health. From there, she began making products in her kitch-

en and even disenrolled from high school to pursue a more project-based education,
learning from herbalists and business people. Eventually, business partners and other people be-
came involved, and H2a Botanicals came into being.
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Overcoming challenges

“It took a lot of self-marketing and self-confi-
dence to say, ‘This is what I'm doing. Leaving
high school doesn’t mean I’'m not learning.

It means I'm learning a different way.” | still
ended up getting my diploma, went to col-
lege, and finished a couple different degrees.
| took a different route to the same end, in a
way that allowed me to explore and to learn
my style. | just thought there were other
things | could be doing with my time other
than being in a class eight hours a day. It
doesn’t really give you the space to pursue
passions.”

What sets H2a apart

“Two things: plant-medicine infusions and
crystal infusions. We craft everything by
hand. We're not using harsh chemicals. It’s
not being exported to a lab that’s mass pro-
ducing it. It’s really intentional. We have total
control over ingredients and suppliers, how
it's being handled, and how it’s made. There’s
a level of authenticity to it that other com-
panies don’t have. Simplicity is better. There
are ways to get skin benefits in a more nat-
ural way instead of using chemicals, isolates,
and things our skin doesn’t recognize. Going
back to basics, nature is science.”

Goals for the future

“We work one-on-one with luxury spas and
resort spas that use our products in their
treatments. One of our main goals this

year is to redefine the spa industry. There’s
something beautiful about taking time for
yourself, but right now it’s very surface level.
We want to bring that idea deeper with great
products, but also with the intention of the
services and intention behind what self-care
means to someone beyond making skin look
better. We all feel the difference when we
take care of ourselves on a deeper level”

New products

“We are developing a cleansing balm that
we'll release this year. Our newest product

is our essence roller. This is an essential oil
roller with crystals in it. It has aromatherapy
benefits, and it is an intention-setting tool.
We have Be Beloved, Be Sacred, Be Delight-
ed, and Be Worthy. It’s bringing energy to
your space and what you’re doing with some
intention on what you're going through on a
daily basis. Each one has a different vibe and
a different crystal.”

H2a BOTANICALS

consciously curated products
h2abotanicals.com

@ 20189 Hara RESTAURANTS
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@kanyewest
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If | got any cooler | would freeze to death.

LOVE YOUR FOOD AS MUCH
AS KANYE LOVES KANYE.

¥ l
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SUSHI GRILL & SAKE BAR

DEMYER CHERRY CREEK
3030 E 2ND AVENUE
F20,398.6823

BOULDER PEARL STREET MALL
17 PEARL STREET
S03,.536.5182

LAMNDMARK LoDO
S380 GREENWOOD PLAZA BLVD 1S4 BLAKE STREET
F20.575.4074 F20.893 9443
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PRIME STEAKHOUSE & WINE BAR

Elevate Your Lunch Hour

Make lunch at Fleming's your Friday getaway. Come try our
fresh entrées like the Filet Mignon Wedge. Totally worth
getting out of the office for.

191 INVERNESS DR W., ENGLEWOOD, CO 80112 | 303-768-0827
OPEN FOR LUNCH ON FRIDAYS | 11:30AM - 2:30PM
FLEMINGSSTEAKHOUSE.COM
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Spring break’s kid zone

COLORADO SKI RESORTS HAVE LINED UP NONSTOP FUN
IN THE SNOW FOR ALL AGES. BY ERIN MALCOLM

Aspen Snowmass Ski Resort
When ski days end, the Very Im-
portant Kids program is a free
way to make more memories
with your littles through April 19.
March is also the last month to
experience Ullr Nights, the win-
ter extravaganza where families
can dance to live music, eat near
the bonfire, and enjoy a variety
of kid-oriented activities.
aspensnowmass.com

Breckenridge Ski Resort
Safe yet challenging skiing for
all children is offered at Kid Ad-
venture Zones spread across
the resort. While you're still on
the mountain, take the kids for a
ride on the Gold Runner Alpine
Coaster. Afterward, there’s more
fun to be had at the Mountain
Top Children’s Museum at the
base of Peak 9. Good news:

The spring season is set to last
through Memorial Day!
breckenridge.com

WINTER WHITE CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: KEYSTONE
KIDTOPIA, VAIL'S ADVENTURE RIDGE, AND
STEAMBOAT VACATION CENTER

Keystone Resort

Visit this resort’s Kidtopia for
engaging activities the young
ones will love. The program’s
rotating schedule will have you
and your kids meeting avalanche
rescue dogs one day and snow-
shoeing the next. Dazzle your
family further with a fireworks

show every Saturday night
through March 21.
keystoneresort.com
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Purgatory Resort

Purgatory offers a “World’s Best
Spring Break” ski promotion
during the month of March that
will make your wallet as happy
as the kids will be when they
explore Animas City Adventure
Park or hang out at Kids’ Night
Out for a parent-free evening
of pizza, games, and movies on
March 3 and 10.
purgatoryresort.com

Steamboat Ski Resort

Keep the little ones busy all day
with rides on North America’s
longest coaster, The Outlaw
Mountain Coaster, and ski lessons
and activities at the Kids’ Vaca-
tion Center. Bonus: Kids 12 and
under ski free with purchase of a
five-or-more-day adult lift ticket.
steamboat.com

Telluride Ski Resort

This southern resort’s apres ski
for kids is a win for the whole
family: Parents enjoy a child-free
afternoon of their own, while
children ages 5-12 are safely
brought from ski school to Kids
Happy Hour for hands-on, in-
door activities like candle and
collage making.
tellurideskiresort.com

Vail Ski Resort

Thrill your intermediate ski-

ers with Kids Ski Adventure
Camp, a five-day ski experience
where your children from ages
7 to 14 can learn from skilled
instructors. For off-the-slopes
family fun, visit the football sta-
dium-sized Adventure Ridge
where your family can enjoy ski
bikes, tubing lanes, a kid’s snow-
mobile track, and the Forest
Flyer Mountain Coaster.
vail.com

‘Winter Park Resort

Ski first, tube at the Coca-Cola
Tube Park next, then drop the
kiddies off at Camp Idlewild’s
Kids’ Night Out for fun in the
snow preceding crafts, movies,
and pizza on Friday and Satur-
day nights through March 22.
winterparkresort.com

KEYSTONE KIDTOPIA, VAIL RESORTS/DANIEL MILCHEV; STEAMBOAT SKI RESORT, LARRY PIERCE/STEAMBOAT SKI RESORT;

VAIL ADVENTURE RIDGE, VAIL RESORTS/JACK AFFLECK



GET OUT AND PLAY

Kawasaki

Let the good times roll*

#» POWERFUL, HIGH TORQUE 999cc PARALLEL-TWIN ENGINE y ;
#». HIGH GROUND GLEARANGE AND LONG-TRAVEL SUSPENSION e

IN THE USA

#»HIGHLY RIGID FRAME WITH INTEGRATED ROLL-OVER PROTECTIVE STRUCTURE (ROPS) NG

KAWASAKI CARES: Read Owner’s Manual and all on-product warnings. Warning: The Teryx® side x side can be hazardous to operate. For your safety: Always wear a helmet, eye protection and protective clothing. Never operate under the

influence of drugs or alcohol. Avoid excessive speeds and stunt driving. Be extra careful on difficult terrain. Protect the environment. The Kawasaki Teryx side x side is an off-highway vehicle only, and is not designed, equipped or manufactured for
use on public streets, roads of highways. Accessorized unit shown. ©2019 Kawasaki Motors Corp.,U.S.A.
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FAY MYERS www.faymyers.com | (303)744-6632 | 9700 E. Arapahoe Rd., Greenwood Village, CO 80112
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A powertul gift

POLITE TUMOR’S NO-STRINGS $5,000 AWARDS HELP EASE THE
BURDEN OF BREAST CANCER PATIENTS UNDER 40
BY MARTHA BRINKMAN

‘ C ancer doesn’t discriminate, and neither do we,” says Elissa Brown,
founder of the local nonprofit Polite Tumor. Founded in 2017, this orga-
nization offers financial assistance to women under 40 who have been
diagnosed with breast cancer. Brown emphasizes that the organization

strives to build community and offer support in the healing process, no strings attached.

Background

Brown was diagnosed with breast cancer
at 31. After enduring a year of treatment,
she launched Polite Tumor in 2017 as a re-
sponse to the community that emotionally
and financially supported her and that was
critical in her healing process. She wanted
to respond to the needs of young women,
like herself, who are diagnosed with breast
cancer. Brown and two friends started the
organization and raised $10,000 in the first
two weeks. They built the brand on humor,
gratitude, and giving back. Brown says, “Ini-
tially our board was all friends and family,
and our community continues to be the
people who supported me. From there it
has grown to the community of people that
Polite Tumor has supported.”

How it works

Polite Tumor works in two ways. The first

is the creation and design of humorous
“Thank You” cards and print work by art-
ists and creatives throughout the country,
which are sold on the
website. The cards
feature very breast

KEEPING IT LIGHT

BREAST HUMOR .

SEEMS T0 BE THE BEST pun-ny sentiments,
HUMOR AT POLITE such as "Thanks for
TUMOR, WHICH SELLS Perking Me Up” and
THE THANK-YOU Nib Nip Hooray!
CARDS SHOWN AT allowing for a light-

hearted perspective
and wonderful way

LEFT.

to share appreciation.

The organization also relies on traditional
fundraising throughout the year. The big-
gest event is Polite Tumor’s Night of Hu-
mor in October, Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, which features a local comedian.
Brown says they’re planning to increase the
number of events, like donation yoga and
barre classes, to occur every other month.
Everything goes toward funding their goal
to help every Colorado woman under 40

diagnosed with breast cancer, and then
beyond.

Who it helps

Polite Tumor works with providers
throughout the Denver area to make the
process as easy as possible. Brown says,
“Our criteria focuses on getting providers
to talk to their patients about their mental
health as well as their financial wellbeing.
From there, they refer patients to us, and
we provide them the application.” Each
grantee receives $5,000 to use however
she wishes. The amount the organization
raises within a year determines the num-
ber of grantees. Brown says, “We want
this grant to make an impact on some-
body’s life. We'd rather serve less people
in a more meaningful way than more peo-
ple on a surface level.” Some women have
used the funds to afford more holistic and
naturopathic treatments; for fertility pres-
ervation; toward their deductible; for time
with their family members; and, perhaps
most important, for debt prevention.

How to get involved

Polite Tumor launched a new website in
February that offers a portal for artists, and
they're always looking for people who care
about the cause and want to fundraise or
reach out and spread their mission. The
website also features a link to donate di-
rectly. Don’t forget about their wonderful
“Thank You” cards and prints that are avail-
able to purchase, too. If that’s not the tits,
we don't know what is!

POLITE TUMOR

Helping the under-40 breast cancer patient

politetumor.com

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for October 17 and the annual Night of Humor. To learn more, donate, and purchase their humorous products,
visit politetumor.com.
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Learn more at centura.org Jennifer Dunne | Occupational Therapist

Centura Health does not discriminate against any person on the basis of race, color, national origin, disability, age, sex, religion, creed, ancestry, sexual orientation, and marital status in
admission, treatment, or participation in its programs, services and activities, or in employment. For further information about this policy contact Centura Health’s Office of the General Counsel
at 1-303-673-8166 (TTY: 711). Copyright © Centura Health, 2017. ATENCION: Si habla espariol, tiene a su disposicion servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingtistica. Llame al 1-303-673-8166
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Mortgage Experts. At work for you.

Your next home will be second to none. You deserve a mortgage expert
equally as impressive. One who knows the area and its intricacies.
Discover how our concierge level service and industry expertise can
accommodate all of your mortgage needs.

Jumbo Mortgages and Construction Loans
No Private Mortgage Insurance for Residential Loans
Streamlined Lending Process with Flexible and Creative Solutions

Contact Lindsay Hand today at 303-376-3842 or lindsay.hand@midfirst.com
to speak with her regarding your mortgage needs.

MIDFIRST BANK

Banking | Lending | Private Wealth Management

Boulder Cherry Creek Colorado Mountain Region Downtown
840 Pearl St. 101 Cook St. 105 Edwards Village Blvd. 555 17th St.

Boulder, CO 80302 Denver CO 80206 Edwards, CO 81632 Denver, CO 80202

midfirst.com [Hee

University Hills
2805 S. Colorado Blvd.
Edwards, CO 81632




It’s like putting a piece of art in your living room.
(Bernhardt is a pretty well known artist too.)

Bl R N H AR E

@FURNITURE ROW.

COMPLIMENTARY MOUNTAIN CONCIERGE

DESIGN SERVICE Mountain Project? We can Help!
Make an appointment with one of our Interior design services from
talented and qualified designers. inception to realization.
303.296.9514 303.566.8635
info@theshowroom.com mountain.concierge@theshowroom.com

DENVER’S ULTIMATE HOME SHOPPING EXPERIENCE.
5445 North Bannock Street (Near 1-25 & 58th), Denver, CO ¢ TheShowroom.com
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Find your Colorado adventure out where the West begins at one of our three Broadmoor
Wilderness all-inclusive mountain enclaves: The Ranch at Emerald Valley, Cloud Camp

and the Orvis-Endorsed Fly Fishing Camp. From breathtaking scenery to hiking, mountain ‘'
biking, horseback riding, fly fishing and zip lining, to the rustic luxury of well-appointed T WILDERNESS
accommodations and The Broadmoor’s legendary dining and service, it's all about - ol

creating unforgettable experiences. Just three more reasons why The Broadmoor
is called “The Most Unique Resort in the World.” Visit broadmoor.com and plan
your one-of-a-kind adventure today.

B55.477.4285 BROADMOOR.COM 1 LAKE AVENUE, COLORADO SPRINGS, CO 8090686



NusIc, theater, dance & more

Art in the age of plastic

The Art Students League of Denver didn’t set out to solve the world’s
plastics problem, but its latest exhibition, show-
cases the long-lasting material’s usefulness in works of art. Through
a range of media including acrylic paint, nylon fabric, and 3D print-
ing, the featured artists created sculptures, inflatables, and more to
tell the story of plastics and get viewers thinking about their many
uses. “Plastic has a varied and ubiquitous presence in our world
and in art,” says Rachel Basye, executive director of the ASL. “The
Plasticene’ exhibition showcases just that.”

Hours: 8 a.m.-7 p.m. M-Th; 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Fri-Sun. Through March 15
at the Sherman School, 200 Grant St.

—* Shown: People Connections by Laurie Frick
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Denver March Powwow MARCH 20-22
® Attend one of the largest American Indian Festivals at the Denver Coliseum, featuring
about 1,600 dancers from about 100 tribes, representing 38 states and three Canadian prov-
inces. Listen to storytellers and enjoy traditional dances. denvermarchpowwow.org

calendar 030

sports

Mile High Face Off 2020
MARCH 4

® Support the Denver
Active 20-30 Children’s
Foundation by watching
amateur hockey players
take to the ice in the
Pepsi Center. Spectator
tickets ($125) include
entry to both the amateur
game and the following
Colorado Avalanche vs.
Anaheim Ducks game
and a club-level network-
ing reception with dinner
and beverages.
da2030.org

travel

64th Annual Colorado
RYV, Sports & Travel Show
MARCH 5

® RVs, motorcycles, ATVs,
outdoor products and
accessories, vacation des-

tinations, and more will
be on display at the Na-
tional Western Complex
for this annual show. As
the region’s largest show
of its kind, this event has
something for every type
of outdoor traveler to
enjoy!
nationalwesterncomplex.
com

film

Boulder International
Film Festival

MARCH 5-8

® Catch a wide variety
of award-winning inter-
national, foreign, and
local films at BIFF. As one
of the most influential
film festivals in the U.S,,
there’s something for
everyone, including a live
music showcase, inter-
views with filmmakers,
interactive panels, and

52 denverlifemagazine.com | MARCH 2020

virtual reality experiences.
biffl.com

arts

International Gem &
Jewelry Show

MARCH 6-8

® One of the most pop-
ular gem and jewelry
shows in the world, this
unigue event showcases
jewelry and beads from
around the globe while
teaching about the latest
technology and trends in
the jewelry industry.
intergem.com

entertainment

Oprah’s 2020 Vision:
Your Life in Focus
MARCH 7

® Embark on a potentially
life-changing journey with
the help of Oprah and her
special guest Gayle King

on the 2020 Vision: Your
Life in Focus Tour at the
Pepsi Center. The two
will provide an interactive
experience for audience
members and help them
to sketch out their own
“2020 action plan” for a
better, healthier lifestyle.
altitudetickets.com

home

Worldwide Antique and
Vintage Show

MARCH 13-15

® Swing by the Denver
Mart and spend your
weekend searching for
treasured items from the
past. Nearly 100 dealers
from every corner of the
U.S. will help you discover
coveted items for your
home.
findyourantique.com

dance

Dancing with the Stars
Live! 2020 Tour
MARCH 18

® \Watch your favorite
Dancing with the Stars
celebrities show off their
best moves at the Para-
mount Theater. Valentin
Chmerkovskiy, Alan Ber-
sten, Witney Carson, and
others from the show will
be performing, as well as
special guest Sailor Brin-
kley-Cook.
altitudetickets.com

home

Denver Home Show
MARCH 20-22

® Stop by the National
Western Complex to
catch innovative products
and hundreds of experts
all in one place. Gather
ideas to get a fresh look
on your home through
informative presentations
and stunning displays.
You'll save some money,
too, as booths often run
show deals.
denverhomeshow.com

arts

Colorado Anime Fest
MARCH 20-22

® Enjoy all things Japa-
nese at the fifth annual
Colorado Anime Fest
located at Denver Tech
Center. There will be an-
ime photoshoots, video
gaming, various panels,
and a Manga library. Don’t
miss the special guests!
coanimefest.com

sports

2020 Lucky Laces
1M/5K/10K & Little Lep-
rechaun Fun Run
MARCH 21

® Get outside and enjoy
the spring air with Lucky
Laces. After you sweat

it out, enjoy food, beer,
live Irish music, and other
entertainment at the af-
ter-party. Don’t forget to
bring the kids; this event
is family friendly.
eventbrite.com

music

Eagles: Hotel California
2020 Tour

MARCH 26 AND 28

® The Eagles are making
a stop in Denver on their
nationwide 2020 Hotel
California Tour. Join them
at the Pepsi Center for

a night of rocking out to
your favorite jams from
the 70s.

eagles.com

BRIAN FRAKER
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arts on his radar
|

Anything but classical music

HERE'S WHAT BRETT MITCHELL, MUSIC DIRECTOR OF THE COLORADO SYMPHONY,
IS READING, SEEING, AND LISTENING TO. BY sSUSAN FORNOFF

MUSIC

1. I did not grow up
playing Mozart since |
was a fetus. | grew up

in Seattle in the '90s,
with Nirvana, Pearl Jam,
Soundgarden. When
Billy Joel, one of my
all-time favorites, was at
Coors Field last summer,
we splurged on fifth-row
tickets. We also enjoy
going to Dazzle for jazz.
Because it's what | do
all day, very seldom do

| ever listen to classical
music for enjoyment.

BOOKS

2.1 just read The Book of
Joy, by the Dalai Lama
and Desmond Tutu,
which was beautiful. |
read a lot of leadership
books and have found
the best tend to be writ-
ten by former coaches
and players. My latest
read was Bill Russell’s
Russell Rules. | have
coming up Eleven Rings
by Phil Jackson and Bill
Walsh’s The Score Takes
Care of Itself.

5/ denverlifemagazine.com | MARCH 2020

THEATER

3. I'm the oldest of three
boys, and at Christmas the
middle brother decided
instead of getting pres-
ents he wanted to take us
to do something. We went
to Seattle’s Fifth Avenue
theater and saw the out-
of-town tryout of Mrs.
Doubtfire. In June we're
going to see The Book

of Mormon at the Ellie.
And we went to Colorado
Springs to see The Sound
of Music with a friend of
ours playing Captain Von
Trapp.

TV/MOVIES

4. We don’t see too
many movies in the the-
ater. I'm a big Star Wars
guy, so we did go see
The Rise of Skywalker,
not once but twice. We
finished the new Star
Wars TV series on Dis-
ney Plus, The Mandalo-
rian, and finally watched
Game of Thrones all

the way through. We're
now on Stranger Things
and the next two on the
docket are Arrested
Development and The
Handmaid’s Tales.

ART

5. We saw the big Monet
exhibit at the Denver Art
Museum. I'm so glad it
was a big success. Espe-
cially for those of us in
the classical music world,
we think of Monet as a
visual impressionist, but
we have impressionism in
the music world: Debussy
and Ravel are two mu-
sical impressionists. For
someone spending his
days with sonic impres-
sionism, to spend some
time with visual impres-
sionism was so cool.

Brett Mitchell has served as Music Director of the Colorado Symphony since the 2017-18
concert season. He also is in demand as a guest conductor, most recently making his debut at
the Hollywood Bowl with the Los Angeles Philharmonic in September 2019. He and his wife,
Angela, live in the foothills.

BILLEY JOEL, ALIVECOVERAGE; THE BOOK OF MORMON (C) JULIETA CERVANTES 2017; STRANGER THINGS, NETFLIX;

CLAUDE MONET, WATERLILIES AND JAPANESE BRIDGE, 1899., PRINCETON UNIVERSITY ART MUSEUM/ART RESOURCE, NY
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arts spotlight

Kaitlyn Tucek

Kaitlyn Tucek has become a strong, proudly female force
in the Denver art community. She grew up in Long Island,
N.Y., and began her art career at 14 under the mentorship
of illustrator Jeffrey K. Fisher. She then attended Pratt
Institute, received her master’s from Queens College, and
worked in education and at museums including New York’s

56 denverlifemagazine.com | MARCH 2020 photography by PAUL MILLER




Metropolitan Museum of Art and Muse-
um of Modern Art, and Denver’s Denver
Art Museum and Clyfford Still. Eventually,
after her son was born, she became a
full-time artist. “l think all those things
really influence my work today,” Tucek
says. “There are a million causes, a million
things you feel strongly about, but, per-
sonally, | think I'm most capable speaking
for women.”

What drives your art?

“I think my work is driven by stories and sto-
rytelling rather than more formal things like
color or composition. | think those things
matter, but | think if I'm going to make art,

it needs to serve a purpose. Not everyone
has to do that. That’s just what feels right
for me.”

Would you view yourself as a feminist?
“| definitely consider myself a feminist and for
the equality of people in general. | don’t want
to just paint selfishly. | don’t want to paint
pretty pictures and put them on a wall, but
instead maybe use my work to help people.
I'm always thinking about how things affect
women, how we experience things, and from
all my knowledge of history, | think women'’s
experiences aren’t represented enough. Even
if it's not my experience but it’s another’s,

| hope to keep making representations of
women’s experiences to normalize them, to
make them something that another woman
can walk up to and say, ‘| understand that. |
relate to that.! That means something to me.”

What are you currently working on?
“I've dealt with experiencing death in my
life. | lost my father eight years ago, and
recently | lost my grandmother. My daugh-
ter was born with heart defects, so things
were scary for a while. | think this year when
| started researching the artist Artemisia
Gentileschi, the idea of death came up a
bunch. It started to gnaw at me, it kept
floating up to the surface. I'm thinking about
how we deal with death, how we grieve as
humans, and different cultural practices and
especially objects—like memento moris—
that start to really take on a story or a whole
meaning/personification of somebody. Now
I’'m initiating portraits of different individuals
with these objects.”

Where do you display your art?

Tucek’s work was featured in an exhibition
last year at the Leon Gallery and was includ-
ed in Pink Progression, a group showing in
celebration of the Suffragette movement.
From June 4 to Aug. 23, the Arvada Center
will stage an exhibition of her art.

—By Sarah Ji-Mei Lofgren

kaitlyntucek.com

Spring is in the air
Don't miss our upcoming kitchen and bath issue. It'll puf a pep in your step!

Home & Garden
COLORADO

hgcomag.com

Tig The Seagon

for celebratmns & hnllday partles

add some flair to your next event
with our open-air photobooths

Unlimited Prints
Custom Print Design

Digital Photo Album MM

Variety of Backdrops |_EXPERIENCE |
Large Selection of Props e ™

5 .
g

www.modernfocusphotobooth.com
970.364.6607 modernfocusexperience@gmail.com
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DENVER INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Restaurants, recipes, drinks, and news

|

4

First-class food

Dining might not be the first thing that comes to mind when traveling through a bustling flight hub like Denver
InternationalAirport, but—with the turbulence it’s making in the airport restaurant industry—it should be.
Wanderu ranked DEN the #1 U.S. airport for food, and some of its 67 restaurants lay claim to accolades by the 2019
Airport Food and Beverage Conference and Awards. Explore Concourse A’s Denver Central Market to get a taste
of the Best Regional Airport Food Hall of the Year, or fly through Concourse C to experience globally-influenced,
farm-to-table Root Down, winner of Airport Health-Centered or Vegan Offer of the Year. New eateries like Mercan-
tile (Concourse A) and Osteria Marco (Concourse B) are expected to land in the next year or so.—E.M.
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taste cheers
|

Best of the best in Colorado

QUTORI WINERY’S 2017 SYRAH TAKES HOME THE GOVERNOR’S CUP IN THE NEW
WINERY’'S FIRST COMPETITION. BY SUSAN FORNOFF

t was supposed to be a big secret

that the experts had chosen Qutori

Winery’s 2017 Syrah “Best in Show”

among all entries and winners in
the Colorado Wine Board competition.

But Qutori’s owners, Julie, Richard, and
their winemaker-son Kyle, hardly blinked last
fall at Colorado Uncorked when their names
were called. “Everyone had been telling us,
“This is the best wine I've tasted here, ” says
Julie. “So I guess we didn’t seem surprised.”

The Bennetts are, however, thrilled at the
recognition their two-year-old winery has been
receiving, including three medals for their sig-
nature Pinot Noirs. They had operated a liquor
store in Winter Park when Julie decided she'd
like to live someplace warmer and found the
former Sky Hawk Winery property in Paonia.

“Paonia’s a special little place, with weath-
er like Denver’s, and there was this 85-acre
property with four acres of cherry orchard
and four acres of Pinot Noir, at 5,800 feet
(altitude). Then we bought an old liquor store
just across from that, which we revamped
into our Root and Vine Market, with wine
tasting. The winery is behind that and were
adding on so that we can have events.”

About that name: Julie and Kyle, 28, did
some Googling that uncovered Qutori as
meaning “leadership and creativity” in nu-
merology. It follows that Kyle’s leading the
way with medal-winning wines and Julie’s
creating new labels with each vintage.

There wasn’t much of that Governor’s
Cup winner ($30 a bottle) left when we
went to press, but Kyle says this month’s
2018 bottling, made like the 2017 vintage
with grapes from Whitewater Hill in Pali-
sade, could prove a worthy successor.

In any case, Julie says, “We're thrilled
that our wine got recognized. We got a tro-
phy! It’s awesome.” [(]I])

QUTORI WINERY.
skyhawk-winery.business.site

photography by JONI SCHRANTZ
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taste the dish
|

Coohills Chocolate Chip Cookies

Creating abuzz = ™2

8 oz. butter, softened

at Frank & Roze i

1 Tbsp. molasses

WHEN THE NEW COFFEE BAR AND CAFE SHOWCASED 2 medium eggs
BUTTERY PASTRIES, SEASONAL TARTINES, 2 c. all-purpose flour
AND ARTISANAL CHEESES AT ITS GRAND OPENING, IR LR EEl

THIS CONFECTION FROM COOHILLS W leete: Beldng) eoek
1'% c. Ghirardelli 60% Dark Chocolate Chips

EXECUTIVE PASTRY CHEF NIKKI BALDACCI
Maldon salt (or flaky sea salt) for
STOLE THE SHOW. finishing

DIRECTIONS
Pull the butter from the fridge the night be-
fore making. The next day combine butter,
- brown sugar, and granulated sugar in mixing
aid with paddle. Mix on medium speed until
smooth, about 3 minutes. In a separate bowl,
whisk the molasses and eggs until combined.
Add the egg mixture to the butter mixture and
mix on low speed until combined, scraping down
the sides occasionally. Mix flour, salt, and baking
soda together. Add to butter mixture until just
oy combined. Add all chocolate chips and mix for
m one minute. Let dough rest overnight. The next
morning, preheat the oven to 350 degrees F. Di-

L
! I‘ vide the dough into 12 pieces (or 24, if you want

smaller cookies), rolled into balls. Top cookies
" ’i\,“u - with a pinch of Maldon salt. Bake for 8 minutes
: ’ and turn, bake for 4 more minutes. The tops will
. be light in color but the bottom of the cookie will
] -f" be golden brown, assuring fully baked cookies.

FRANK & ROZE
4097 E. 9th. Ave.
frankandroze.com

“It’s all about the whipping of the butter. Doing this for three minutes
creates a lot of air that goes into the cookie itself, so it becomes a lot lighter than
you’d think it would be.” —Nikki Baldacct, executive pastry chef for Coohills and Frank € Roze
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Welcome to Anthem Reserve. ./

Be the first to experience our last new neighborhood.
A more intimate feel.
More expansive views. Larger homesites.
And limitless possibilities.

Plus everything that life at Anthem offers.

anthemreserve

Anthem’s premium enclave is situated on Broomfield’s highest point. And now, choose from two esteemed allthem
builders offering a limited number of new homes from the $800s. Find yours at AnthemColorado.com/Reserve Colorad o'

Newland is the largest private developer of mixed-use communities in the United States. With our partner, North America Sekisui
Eu NEWLAND House, LLC, we believe it is our responsibility to create enduring, healthier communities for people to live life in ways that matter
most to them. newlandco.com | nashcommunities.com

NORTH AMERICA
sousui nowss SEKISUI HOUSE

EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY: NASH Anthem, LLC (“Owner”) is the owner and developer of the Anthem Community (“Community”). Certain homebuilders, unaffiliated with Owner or its related entities are building homes
in the Community. Owner has retained Newland Real Estate Group, LLC (“Newland"”) solely as the Community’s property manager. North America Sekisui House, LLC (“NASH") has an interest in one of Owner’'s members. Owner,
Newland and NASH are not co-developing, co-building or otherwise responsible for any of the obligations or representations of any of the Builders, and shall have no obligations to any buyer regarding a home purchased from
a Builder. Owner’s obligations with respect to the community is limited to the development of certain infrastructure improvements and such obligations run solely to persons buying real property directly from Owner. Buyers of
homes from any of the Builders waive any claims against Owner, Newland and/or NASH arising out of their purchase transaction. Actual development may vary from Owner's vision. No guarantee is made that development will
proceed as described. Not an offering to residents where prior qualification of out-of-state real estate offerings is required unless the Community has been so qualified or exemptions are available. ©2020 Anthem. All Rights
Reserved. Anthem is a trademark of Owner and may not be copied, imitated or used, in whole or in part, without prior written permission.




taste nibbles
I

how-to

5 rules for baking at altitude

Old family recipe? Dish you found online?

Here’s how to tweak: tt.

Coohills and Frank & Roze executive pastry chef Nikki Baldacci,
whose divine chocolate chip cookie fills our Dish page this month,
loves the recipes she finds in Baking Illustrated, a modern classic from
America’s Test Kitchen. There’s just one problem.

“If you were to get a recipe from Baking Illustrated, or anywhere
online, theyre typically not altitude-adjusted,” she says. “Here at 5,280
feet, we have to adjust every recipe.”

Baldacci began aspiring to be a pastry chef when she was a little girl,
and started working in kitchens at 15. She got her culinary degree from
Johnson & Wales, so she can explain in detail the science behind the
required adjustments. What amateurs need to remember: 1. Any recipe
using baking soda, baking powder, or yeast needs a tweak; 2. At our
elevation, evaporation happens more quickly and baked goods can dry
out if left in the oven too long.

LIVING HER DREAM NIKKI BALDACCI STARTED BAKING AS A LITTLE GIRL.

Here are her five rules for
baking luscious, moist cookies,
cakes, muffins, and breads at a
mile above sea level.

1. Increase oven temperature at
least 15 degrees Fahrenheit,
up to Baldacci’s preference: 25
degrees. This means your dish
will bake faster and you can
remove it in less time—before
drying starts.

2. Increase your flour by about 2
tablespoons per baked-goods
recipe.

3. Increase your liquids by 3 ta-
blespoons to compensate for
evaporation. “Liquids” includes
water, milk, oil, and eggs.
“When you bake a cake or
muffin and you pull it out of the
oven and it looks really beauti-
ful and 2 seconds later it falls, it
doesn’t have enough structure,”
she says. “Eggs help, so | in-
crease them. Just crack a me-
dium egg, whisk it all together,
then take two-thirds of that and
pour it into your batter.”

4. Decrease your sugar by 1 ta-
blespoon per cup. “This helps
prevent collapsing,” she says.

5. Decrease baking powder and
baking soda by 50 percent,
and yeast by 25 percent.

Baldacci says sometimes her
prize student (her mom!) follows
all these rules, and comes to

her lamenting, “My cake is still
falling.” Here’s one last-ditch trick:
Substitute 25 percent of your all-
purpose flour with whole wheat
flour (for one cup of flour: £ c. AP
flour, 1 c. whole wheat) for more
protein. With that comes more
structure.—S.F.

happy hour

ULTREIA
51 p.m. Mon.-Fri.

THE SCENE: Ultreia occupies a
cozy corner of Union Station that
spills onto a lovely, planter-lined,
heated patio. You don’'t have to
snag one of the comfy bar seats
to enjoy what might be the most
gourmand-friendly happy hour
in town; it's “Tapas Happy Hour”
throughout the two-level Span-
ish/Portuguese restaurant.

WHAT TO DRINK: Choose from a
$5 list that includes a house red,
white, or rosé; a house-made san-
gria; gin tonic, Ultreia’s specialty
cocktail; or vermouth—or opt
for a $2 short pour (a 10-ounce
glass) of the day’s beer.

WHAT TO EAT: The list of eight
$3 tapas represents a delecta-
ble, shareable sample of Ultreia’s
menu. We tried: the melt-in-your-
mouth Bikini, a grilled mini-sand-
wich oozing with manchego,
jamon serrano, and truffle mayo;
Pan con Tomate, a smaller version
of a menu item made of pan de
cristal (an exquisitely light bread)
topped with tomato, olive oil, and
salt; Pulpo Gallego, stunningly
tender octopus; the must-have
Piguillo Rellenos (peppers stuffed
with Tetilla cheese); and the star
of the table, Tacos de Lechuga
(a mushroom ceviche scooped
onto little gems leaves). Look for
a flavor-packed fried shrimp trio
we're hoping will join the list this
spring.—Susan Fornoff

1701 Wynkoop St.
ultreiadenver.com

...............................................................................................................................................................................

where the move of Jack’s Uptown Grille
Into the old Tavern space leads the way for
more restaurant turnover ahead.

O Look for big changes on South Pearl St., O Pizza and beer and...donuts? Hops & Pie
owners Drew and Leah Watson are open-

ing their Tennyson St. taproom mornings to

serve the unique flavors of Berkeley Donuts.

O

Chef Jesusio Silva has opened Broadway
Gardens (salads and smoothies) and
Tacos al Chile (street tacos) inside Broadway
Market, replacing Wonder.

6./ denverlifemagazine.com | MARCH 2020
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taste dining out

New
bambino on

the block

NAMED AFTER A FOURTH-GRADER,
RESTAURANT OLIVIA BRINGS CREATIVE
PASTA TO THE CORNER OF DOWNING
AND ALAMEDA

66 denverlifemagazine com | MARCH 2020 Restaurant Olivia photography by JONI SCHRANTZ




PIZZERIA LOCALE

Restaurant Olivia Pasta and creative Italian
® (Credit a fourth-grader with the transformation of five-year-old, north-of-Wash-Park
Café Marmotte into a ristorante.

The trio that opened Bistro Georgette, acclaimed for its Croque Madame and other
French classics, apparently was so bewitched by Italy-loving Olivia Hartley, they turned
their newly acquired French spot into a pasta destination and named it after the youngster.

Judging from the Wednesday night we visited, Restaurant Olivia already has be-
witched a neighborhood that had taken to French cuisine. The magic spell consists of
seven starters, eight pastas, and
three entrees.

Appetizers reach far beyond
the standard “soups and salads,”
and should not be skipped. The
French Onion Arancini ($16),
Olivia’s nod to Marmotte, is less
a soup than a delectable French
onion sauce accompanying fried
balls of rice. The Risotto Cacio E
Pepe ($18) melts in your mouth
and is meant to be shared, and
the Seared Foie Gras ($24) ex-
emplifies chef Ty Leon’s creativ-
ity—and the baking of Olivia’s
mother, hospitality director
Heather Morrison—by pre-
senting a tiny loaf of Heather’s
banana bread with bacon and
madeira jus alongside foie gras
and madeira gelato.

It’s a show stopper, but don’t
stop. Four of the pastas are said
to be appetizer size, but light
eaters will find the toasted Gn-
occhi ($22) sufficient and the
Cappelletti ($24) ample, the
latter with braised rabbit and
wild mushrooms in a brown
sauce. Entrée-size Lobster Spa-

PASTA PLUS UNIQUE OFFERINGS SERVED IN THE BEAUTIFUL DINING ROOM INCLUDE,
CLOCKWISE STARTING AT TOP LEFT: FOUR FLAVORS OF NEGRONI, FRENCH ONION ARANCINI,
CHICKEN MARSALA SHOWN WITH GNOCCHI (ALSO ABOVE), AND THE SEARED FOIE GRAS
WITH BANANA BREAD AND MADEIRA GELATO.

ghetti ($38) is a winning carryover from the team’s Marmotte menu, flavored with black
truffle, mascarpone and a hint of lemon. And what might have been coq au vin in its
French form has become the hit of the menu, Chicken Marsala ($38), served with cheesy
mashed potatoes, pickled shallots, and the only green we spotted on the elegantly white
premises, kale.

The simplicity, creativity, and elegance of Olivia’s menu carries over to its beverage
program. Partner Austin Carson oversees the lists, where negronis and their “relatives”
star and sparkling wines cover a full page because, our server tells us, “Sparkling wine is
food friendly and it’s fun!” Austin is the team’s mad scientist: Look in the small print of
the dessert list for exquisite concoctions like Salted Caramel Sherry, House Lemoncello,
and Brown Butter Madeira.

The latter is paired with Bombelonni ($15), little donuts filled with brown butter pastry
cream and brown butter sugar. “Oh, we can’t have that,” we agreed. Now we've had it and we
can never not have it. We suspect Olivia was in on that too.—Susan Fornoff

@ )90 S. Downing St. oliviadenver.com

Pizzeria Locale
All about perfect pizza

® Pizzeria Locale takes its pizza seriously,

and no wonder: A perfect pie emerges

from its custom oven every 30 seconds.
At its airy, new, quick-serve Stapleton

location, Pizzeria Locale appeals to families

and businesses with 14 pizza combinations
and the option to customize. The brand’s
success hails from the crust recipe devel-
oped by culinary director Jordan Wallace
when he spent six months studying pizza
in Naples, Italy: flour, water, yeast, and
salt, fermented overnight and then hand-
stretched to order and baked for three min-
utes on a rotating, 10-pizza tray.

Topped with quality ingredients, there’s
not a bad option. Our party tried the Pro-
sciutto & Arugula ($8.50), Diavola ($8),
and Mais (one of five white pizzas, with
mozzarella, créme fraiche, ham, corn, and
garlic oil, $8.50); each eater chose a differ-
ent favorite but liked all three.

There are local beverages in the case
alongside grab-and-go salads and taps
dispense Pretzel Assassin Amber Lager,
Frico Bianco and Frico Rosso wines, and
the seasonal spritz (vodka with ginger
beer, blood orange juice, and basil the
day we visited). For a special treat, try the
housemade prosciutto, which comes sliced
paper-thin on a machine from Italy.

We'd save 220 calories for one of the
tiny, $1.80 servings of budino (butter-
scotch pudding), or spring for the Nutella
pizza ($3) for an unconventional dessert.
Hey, didn’t we tell you, it’s all about the
pizza at Pizzeria Locale? —S.F.

® 7505¢E. 29th. Place, pizzerialocale.com
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Join thousands of supporters at the

WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S
BOULDER

8.8.2020
UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO

DENVER

9.19.2020
DENVER CITY PARK

’ ' REGISTER

alz.org/walk

.
LY



4 Oy [
US DO THE WORK

CATERING & DELIVERIES MADE EASY

LE

WWW.EAT-PBJCATERING.COM | 720.724: 50 G @
CONTACTUS@EATPB].COM



“Ioll Brothers

AMERICA'S LUXURY HOME BUILDER

The Toll Brothers Experience

One of our homes’ most attractive features
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Luxury new single-family and 55+ active-adult homes in the most sought after locations in Colorado.
Arvada | Southeast Aurora | Berthoud | Erie | Fort Collins | Parker | Thornton | Timnath

Priced from the low $400,000s to the $800,000s

Start your new home search today at TollBrothers.com/Denver
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The Chef: Alex Seidel ‘The Retajler: “Terri Garbarini ‘The Arts Guru: Michael Chaqvéz The Councilwoman; Amanda Sasidoval

C

Denver is a playground for all & Tood, Art, Retail,
From the diverse culture and thriving economy to the
beautiful scenery and focus on health and wellness—people
are flocking to the Mile High City in droves. Can we blame

them? Denver is the logical choice for people who want to BY KERRIE LEE BROWN
lead a quality lifestyle: mountains, city, sunsets, repeat.

& Community

We talked to four local experts who love the city just as much
as we do. Find out where they work, play, dine, and shop.
Plus, get the inside scoop on Denver’s best places to visit.
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Alex Seidel

ON LOCATION AT ANNETTE

hen you're the

recipient of

a prestigious

James Beard
Foundation Award, you know
you’'ve made it. But, when |
met with Alex Seidel at one
of his favorite eateries to talk
shop, he said he still had so
much more to do.

He’s incredibly humble.
*Cooking for over 30 years has
pushed me to perfect my craft
as a chef, but | am inspired
to do bigger things. | want to
give back.”

Despite his nonchalant at-
fitude about his own amaz-
ing accomplishments (he
owns three top restaurants
including Mercantile Dining

about comradery among his
peers. *I'm not ‘rheﬁnly one
frying to make an impact. Paul
Riley, Caroline Glover, and Kelly
Whitaker, to name a few, we
are all in this together.”

More than ever, Alex is im-
ersed in the idea of farm to
le, and says Colorado is

on the map. “Just like

—

aka.g’
an 1mpae
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ON ALEX'S LIST

ANNETTE
annettescratchtotable.com

CARMINE LONARDO'S
ITALIAN DELI

*I love Carmine Lonardo’s
[talian Deli.They have
everything from sausage,
meatballs, and sandwiches,
plus pizza, pasta, and even
catering platters. | always
feel at home there.”
303.985.3555

CAFE JORDANO

*l also love Café Jordano.
The owner is always
around and | love that.
Having that personal touch
when you walk in a local
establishment means so
much—it’s the experiential
piece | was talking about.”
cafejordano.com

BRASS TACKS

*When | have a

minute to enjoy some
down time with friends. |
\ like to visit Brass Tacks
/ on Blake Street.”
brasstacksdinebar.com

/N

Photography by Paul Miller
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UNCLE, SARAH RODRIGUEZ; HUDSONHILLDENVER.COM

Why we met at Annette:
“Caroline is an absolute
star. We have the same
principles about farm
to table, and we share
responsibilities gefting
our message about
creating a better food
community. We are very
like-minded that way.”

—Alex Seidel

= California is known for

its wine, and the East
Coast is known for its
lobster—Colorado
garners a favorable
reputation for its ability
to source fresh foods
from local farmers fo
the restaurants. It’s all
about the processes we
have here.”

His priority is to solidify
sustainable relationships
between restaurant,
farm, and market. “Den-
ver has a strong voice
in the food world,” he
says, "I think it’s vital

EAT,
DRINK, &
ENJOY

CHECK OUT THESE
CHOICE HOT SPOTS

COMPILED BY SYDNEY FELDHAUS
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that we push our efforts
to bring awareness to
the food systems here in
Colorado. There is a lot
of opportunity and we
are seeing a lot of food
inventors, restaurateurs,
and culinary experts
coming here to learn
about we do. It’s just
the start of elevating
the food scene even
more.”

Alex is referring to
one of the biggest
international food
events, Slow Food No-
tions, that is held here

UNCLE

A simple, neighborhood
restaurant with a fresh take

on a Japanese staple, ramen.
You'll want to try its long-
simmered broths and variety
of Asian-inspired dishes that
are some of the best in the city.
uncleramen.com

HUDSON HILL
This dynamic space is both
a coffee shop and cocktail

in Denver in the fall.
He's on the advisory
board and says this
spectacular food festi-
val showcases all that
our region has to offer.
“It's a great way for
families to celebrate
food with us and learn
about what our indus-
try is doing to bring
awareness fo our envi-
ronment, culture, and
so on. It's so impactful
because everyone can
contribute to bettering
our systems.”

As a top chef and
proprietor in the Mile
High City and across
the state, Alex wants to
ensure his next move is
to make an even bigger
impact. "Besides sourc-
ing locally, | believe the
role of the restaurant is
to provide our consum-
ers with the best eating
experience possible.
Today people are a lot
more conscious about
what fuels their body;
and dining healthy is the
ulfimate goal.”

At the end of our
inferview, he added:

bar. It serves some of the best
coffee and specialty cocktails
in Cap Hill, along with some
tasty bites.
hudsonhilldenver.com

RUN FORTHE ROSES
This ultra-trendy spot hides
beneath the Dairy Block. It
takes a fresh spin on the
classic cocktail club and is
home to many rare spirits.
rftrbar.com

HONORS Alex won the

James Beard Foundation

Award in 2018 for “Best Chef

"

Southwest.

*I really want to make
sure Caroline Glover, the
owner of Annette, gets
the credit she deserves
for being a trailblazer in
the culinary scene here
in Denver. She's amaz-
ing at what she does
and | can’t say enough
about her aspiration to
create positive change
and awareness in the
food and farming indus-
fry in Colorado.”
—Kerrie Lee Brown
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TIDBITS

DID YOU KNOW?

In 2019, Caroline Glover,
owner of Annette, was
named one of the 10 Best
New Chefs in America by
Food and Wine Magazine.

CHECK ouT

Slow Food Nations (in
its fourth year here in
Denver)

Larimer Square

Sept. 12-13
slowfoodnations.org

DEATH & CO

A New York institution that
found its home away from
home in Denver, located within
the Ramble Hotel. Grab a
unique cocktail and lounge in
The Garden, their outdoor bar.
deathandcompany.com

HUCKLEBERRY ROASTERS
A local favorite serving up
some of the best cold brew in
town. A bonus: It's a socially
conscious business, working
with small farmers and coffee
CO-0pS.
huckleberryroasters.com

Tine
Food
otats

4

Denver’s ranking among
Zagat’s
most exciting food
cities in 2017

11,800

Approximate number of
restaurants in Colorado

13

Billions of dollars
of restaurant sales
exceeded in 2019

285,000

Number of workers
employed in Colorado’s
food service industry

75

Percentage of Colorado
restaurants that are
independently
owned and operated

1893

Year Denver’s oldest
restaurant opened:
Buckhorn Exchange, in
Lincoln Park

11,966

Feet, elevation of
Colorado’s highest
restaurant: Alpine Vino in
Telluride

2

Ranking in U.S.
Chamber of Commerce
Foundation’s list of
America’s most food-
truck friendly spots

1935

Year the cheeseburger
was invented in Denver
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Surviving & thiriving

“Jerri Garbarini on LOCATION AT HW HOME

erri Garbarini owns the high-end women'’s fashion store Garbarini in
Cherry Creek North—although she opened her first store in Larimer
Square in 1985. "The biggest thing I've learned over the years is that
you have to evolve as the industry evolves.” It's no secret that Terri is
a survivor in the fashion space while many smaller shops have closed; she em-
phasizes that it's because she’s had to accept change and go with the flow.

“You always have
to prepare for the next
generation of custom-
ers. The women who
shop in my store have
grown up and now
their daughters are
coming in—but they
have different wants
and needs.” She stress-
es that nowadays they
have technology at
their fingertips, which
makes their shopping
experience different.

" (Millennials) fend to
Google the latest style
frends or search ‘fash-
ion” on Pinterest, in-
stead of window shop
like the old days, so |
have to be creative.

GARBARINI

garbarinishop.com

SHOP
TILLYOU
DROP

CHECK OUT THESE
CHOICE HOT SPOTS
COMPILED BY HOPE MARKS

For instance, | ask my
customers how | can
make their experience
better.”

Terri looks outside
her shop to keep things
fresh. “Since | have to
reinvent everything
twice a year, | like to
visit my favorite furniture
stores, local spas, and
even the Botanic Gar-
dens for inspiration.”

While Terri is a pio-
neer in retail, she does
have some advice for
new shop owners who
are trying feverishly
to keep up with leas-
ing prices in the area.
“Don’t be afraid to
make mistakes, and try
something out of the
box like a new design-
er. Relationship build-
ing is also crucial. The

A perfect place fo find quirky
western clothing, boots, and
gifts for everyone.
crybabyranch.com

Be sure to check out this
classic yet trendy women'’s
boutique next time you're
in RiNo.
shopsheaonline.com

This upscale men’s clothing
store has the perfect outfit for
any occasion
modaman.com

This boutique provides a
unique approach to ethical
fashion for both men and

7/ denverlifemagazine.com | MARCH 2020

early years for me were
really overwhelming
because ,when you're
small, you have to be
your own HR, PR, and
marketing person. You
learn as you go.”

Terri has taken a lot
of risks over the years.
When she purchased
her building in 2013,
it was a huge turning
point. "l used to only
carry shoes and ac-
cessories and kept
it pretty small. Then,
| opened a store in
Cherry Creek Mall, but
after a 3-year lease,
| decided to expand
with a larger store and
more clothes. You have
to take advantage of
what’s in front of you.”
Terri also points out that
women are natural-

born gatherers and
love to enjoy things. *I
reminisce about win-
dow shopping with my
mom. It was a visual
experience and | think
that’s missing tfoday.”

On that note, Terri
fears for new retailers
because there’s so
much competition.
“They’re struggling to
keep their doors open,
but af the same time,
I know I'll eventually

L 2 o
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women.They make it easy
to look good while being
sustainable.
judithandjoeshop.com

Want that designer bag
but don’t want o spend

%
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the money? This women’s
designer consignment shop is
perfect for you.
shopcommonthreads.com

This frendy shop prides itself
on connecting with customers

have to move to a
rigorous online plat-
form to keep up. It’'s
all about survival. The
reality is that leases
are expensive, espe-
cially in Cherry Creek.
With that being said, |
have to give ma and
pa shops credit for fol-
lowing their passion. |,
like them, will continue
to push our businesses
forward.”

—Kerrie Lee Brown

and local businesses so
you're sure fo leave the store
with some new knowledge.
youarefm.com

This Colorado native
company has spread their
products across the state.
Check out their cool packs
and bags online or in person.
Stores in Denver, Boulder,
and Fort Collins.
topodesigns.com

Find your new favorite
statement piece here. Focusing
on small-brands, Billie keeps
shopping fun with its funky
and modern pieces.
shopbillie.com

MODMAN.COM; TOPODESIGNS.COM
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Linda Madson, HW
Home Store Manager,
Cherry Creek (pictured
on the left; Terri, right)
says she comes in all
the fime and loves
their look. " Terri’s
always a pleasure to
serve and supports us
because she supports
local”
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ONTERRI'S LIST

HW HOME
hwhome.com

AVIANO COFFEE

“I'm also a huge

fan of Aviano coffee—which
is conveniently located across
the street from my store.”
avianocoffee.com

ELTACO DE MEXICO

*| love Mexican food. One of
my favorite spots is El Taco de
Mexico on Santa Fe.There's
no alcohol and you have fo
order at the bar. | always see
someone | know there.”
eltacodemexicodenver.com

OBJECT VINTAGE DESIGN
*| love the store Object Vintage
Design on 38th and Clay. It
was opened by my long-time
friend Gérard Encinas who

is also an owner of Gerard’s
pool hall”

720 542 9315

EDIT

*I'love the European Spa
called EDIT on Adams. The
owner’s name is Edit and
she’s from Hungary. She’s
fabulous—no wonder I've
been going to her for facials
since | was 18 years old!”
editeurospa.com

MARCZYK FINE

FOODS MARKET

“I love going fo Marczyk Fine
Foods Market. It's locally
owned and always has what
| want. | like going to smalll
marketplaces because you're
in and out. Anything fo avoid
lineups and parking fiascos.
Small is definitely more
charming.They have great
meats and a little wine shop.”
marczykfinefoods.com
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" Michael Chayez

ON LOCATION AT KIRKLAND MUSEUM
OF FINE & DECORATIVE ART

) ou might not recognize Michael Chavez
if you saw him on the street, but you

' ' definitely recognize the fruits of his work
at Denver Public Art. Some of them, after

p all, are over 40 feet talll.

Michael Chavez is responsible for overseeing the
e | city’s public art program—a division of Denver Arts
& Venues—which was established in 1988 through
\ an executive order by Mayor Federico Pena and
- signed into law in 1991. With its mission of “build-
~ ing a permanent collection of public art that will
enhance Denver’s identity,” the program is respon-
sible for growing the city’s collection to over 400
- piecesin 32 years, with more work being added
every year. Since its inception, more than $40 mil-
® lion has flowed through the program.
“There’s never been a time when we've had
more projects,” says Chavez. “lt's an exciting time
'~ tobein charge, to lead us info the next phase.”
— The program gets funding from the city itself,
setfting aside 1 percent of most public construction
budgets over $1 million and using the funds for the
development of public art. It's a lot of money and
a lot of logistical legwork, meaning the department
requires someone like Chavez—a trained artist him-
self, as well as an experienced curator—to run it.

*I have degrees in sculpture and printmaking,
and | worked in galleries and museums for more
than 20 years,” says Chavez. | did everything from
exhibition design to curating exhibits fo educao-
tional programming for small nonprofit arts centers.
| know how to deal with arfists and how to manage
projects, which is important because every day at
DPA is different. Right now, we have more than 50
active projects, all in different stages of develop-
ment. | manage five people, and on any given
day, we might be anywhere in the city. Today, for
instance, | was in a meeting about a new design in
Skyline Park downtown. Last week, we were in an
artist’s studio looking at the fabrication for a work
that’s going up in Town Center Park at Green Val-
ley Ranch. We divvy up the projects and it’s a huge
variety—the budgets fall anywhere between $10,000
to over $1 million.”

L

Michael is sitting in front of:
J The lllusion of Floating Mysteries

-»> é in Red Space, 1975, by Vance
. Kirkland (namesake of Kirkland

Museum), in Promenade Gallery
2, Kirkland Museum of Fine &
Decorative Art.

Photography by Paul Miller



DENVER ART MUSEUM, DAVID ALFARO SIQUEIROS, PORTRAIT OF MRS. NATASHA GELMAN, 1950;
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Why we met at Kirkland
Museum of Fine &
Decorative Art:

“I love this place. It's so
iNnspiring.” —Michael Chavez

Several cities around
Colorado also have 1
percent programs like
the DPA’s, but their
specifics vary widely
by region. What makes
Denver’s program
unigue is that the money
comes exclusively from
public funds. All of the
construction projects
conftributing 1 percent
of their budgets are
city projects, run by the
government. To qualify,
the projects must involve
a “building, structure,
road, streetscape, pe-
destrian mall, plaza,
or park that includes
finished space for hu-
man occupancy and
will be available for
public view.” There are,
needless to say, a huge
number of these in Den-
ver, meaning the DPA is

SITES
10
SEE

CHECK OUT THESE
CHOICE HOT SPOTS
COMPILED BY GINNY TORY
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never short on funds.
Rather than focus their
efforts on raising money,
therefore, Chavez and
his team are free to ad-
dress more community-
based initiatives like out-
reach and education.
"About a year ago, we
launched a new website
that catalogues the city’s
entire collection, search-
able by neighborhood,”
says Chavez. “It's meant
to help you find those
hidden gems—things you
might not have known
were on your commute,
or things that you've seen
before but wanted to
know more about. We're
always working tfoward
helping the public infer-
pret what we're doing.”
The website is meant
to get people talking
about the city’s pub-

< DENVER ART MUSEUM

The museum houses a
collection of over 70,000
pieces of art. Only 10 percent of
its collection is on view at any
given time.That's a lot of art!
denverartmuseum.org

LANDMARK'S MAYAN
THEATER

One of three theaters remaining
in the United States built in the
Art Deco Mayan Revival style.
This movie theater screens the

TIDBIT chavez and his wife
were married at the Clyfford Still
Museum in 2018.

lic art, to share it and
spread awareness via
word of mouth, says
Chavez. “You can create
galleries of your favor-
ites. Let’s say you have

a friend coming in from
out of town and there
are five things you want
them to see. You can put
those in a gallery and
text it to them. They can
open it on their phone
and they’ll have a map
with directions to the
specific pieces.”

One new piece
Chavez is particularly
excited about is a sculp-
ture called “La Veleta”
(Spanish for “The Weath-
ervane”), by local artist
Jaime Molina.,

“It's at the Southwest
corner of the intersection
of Sixth and Federal,”
he says. "It's a nearly
40-foot-tall sculpture, a
stack of seven animal
heads, all tiled mosaics.
They’re seven animals
that you'd find in Coloro-

best independent films and
foreign language cinema.
landmarktheatres.com/
denver/mayan-theatre

ART DISTRICT ON SANTE FE
With the highest density of
galleries in the country, the

Art District on Sante Fe hosts

a thriving art community. Visit
during the first Friday of every
month to enjoy the district’s
First Friday Art Walks.
denversartdistrict.org

do: aram, a rattlesnake,
an owl, a bobcat, a
bear, a bison, and a fox.
[t's gorgeous, just a stun-
ning sculpture.”

Chavez has his master’s
degree in printmaking, so
he’s also particularly excit-
ed about Denver’s Month
of Printrnaking, happen-
ing now. The biennial
event (which frades off
every year with the Month
of Photography), sees
galleries and museums alll
over the city presenting
exhibitions and workshops
on printmaking. It's a way
to get people involved
and creating art them-
selves, which only leads to
more support for the work
of DPA.

“This job is a lot different
than working in a gallery,
where every three months
you have a new exhibit,”
Chavez says. “Here, it
might be three years
between picking an artist
and installing something.
The payoff, therefore, is

AMERICAN MUSEUM OF
WESTERN ART

See Colorado’s rich western
history at this gallery, which
holds art from the 1800s fo
the present depicting life in the
American West.
anschutzcollection.org

RED ROCKS AMPHITHEATRE
See a show at the only
acoustically perfect natural
amphitheater in the world.
redrocksonline.com
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ON MICHAELS LIST

KIRKLAND MUSEUM
OF FINE &
DECORATIVE ART
kirklandmuseum.org

CLYFFORD STILL
MUSEUM

“One of my favorite
places is the Clyfford Still
Museum. It's a very
unique experience

to explore the entire
career of one artist in a
building that was built to
accommodate his archive.”
clyffordstillmuseum.org

LA VELETA

“La Veleta is my favorite.

It is so new, the only
pictures | have are of the
installation in progress. It's
a must-see in Denver.”
treshirds.com/la-veleta

much greater. People
fravel across the city just
to see these works of art.
It's so rewarding.”
—Andrew Weaver

< FIDDLER’S GREEN

AMPHITHEATRE

Grab a blanket and head over o
Fiddler's Green, where you can
enjoy a fop-notch concert while
lounging on the grass.
fiddlersgreenamp.com

THE BUELL THEATRE

Denver's home of Broadway, the
Buell is where the Big Apple’s
best shows come to amaze
Denver audiences.
denvercenter.org/plan-your-
visit/theatres-seating/
the-buell-theatre

COLORADO MUSIC HALL

OF FAME

Learn about Colorado’s home-
grown music at the Colorado
Music Hall of Fame. Opened in
2011, it has inducted more than
50 artists.
redrocksonline.com/the-park/
colorado-music-hall-of-fame
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Amanda $andoval

ON LOCATION AT CHERRY BEAN COFFEE

make this the best place to live. | love the people. There’s also a lot of his-
tory here, such as the confluence (junction of two rivers) that has so much
fraditional meaning. | don’t think many people know the significance

behind it.” Amanda explains that It's where the Native-American Indians came 1o
collaborate and make peace hundreds of years ago. “RElI and the Cherry Creek path
is where the two rivers meet. It used to be prairie land, a sacred place for gatherings
and sfill is. In history, it was an official place for the meeting of the minds.”

Her Northwest Denver
roots run deep. Not only
is Amanda a Denver
native, butin 1975 her
parents opened a well-
known area restaurant,
La Casa de Tamales in
the Berkeley neighbor-
hood. It's now called
Tamales by La Casita
and located in the High-
lands neighborhood. Her
love and dedication for
Northwest Denver is root-
ed in the relationships
she forged from serving
others in the family res-
taurant, which remains
a community meeting
place where discussions
turn into actions, and
those actions improve
the lives of Denver resi-
dents and businesses.

As councilwoman for
District 1, her specialty
is spreading awareness
about land use, which
a lot of residents don’t

COUNCIL DISTRICT 1

districtone@denvergov.org

understand or think con-
cerns them. “l've always
felt serving others was
my true calling. Even
the small successes for
me come from con-
necting people; | love
educating others about
why it’s important to
preserve our land and
our neighborhoods.”
Amanda believes that
connection makes a
community special.
“From sitting across the
table with someone and
offering a solution fo a
problem, or getting to
know their families, it just
makes me happy when
| see a lightbulb go off
or a smile on someone’s
face.”

As we sit there chit-
chatting in Cherry Bean
Coffee on Tejon Street,
Amanda explained her
theory about how con-
versation can connect
two people. "Having
gone through a near-
death experience, |I've
realized what's impor-

78 denverlifemagazine.com | MARCH 2020

tant in life. My family. My
health. My community.”
Amanda didn’t get into
all of the details, but she
said that she goft very ill
from the flu a few years
earlier. Ever since then,
she’s been serving the
people around her with
the hope of making a
difference. As a mom of
two, she says she’s the
voice of District 1 for her
kids and for their future.
*| do it for the next gen-
eration of Denverites.”
Growing up, her
mother was always giving
bback to the community in
some way, and her father
was a senator. “My par-
ents’ lives intertwined the
nonprofit world and ad-
vocacy. They tfaught me
so much about the im-
pact of quality of life here
- such as the importance
of access to affordable
housing, preserving the
amazing parks, the frails,
lakes etc. | truly think it’s
important to continue
these discussions for the

One of Denver’s oldest

neighborhoods, Five Points
has a rich and diverse history
of arts, food, and cultures.The
proof is in the many festivals,
breweries, and soul food
restaurants in the area that

hero

manda Sandoval can’t say enough about Denver. “lt's the people who

Why we met at
Cherry Bean Coffee:
Cherry Bean Coffee is a

family-owned business
where the coffee

is always fresh and
conversation flows.

betterment of our com-
munities.”

When she’s not help-
ing pass laws, Amanda
loves strolling through
the amazing parks,
especially Sloan’s Lake.
| love the Platte River
and the scenery where
it meets with Cherry
Creek. We do a lot
of biking. There’s also
Rocky Mountain Park
and the lake near |-70
and Federal is beauti-
ful. Basically, | love
anywhere there are
close-knit communifies,
public parks, and places
to take the family pet. |
can walk from my house
to Berkeley dog park.”

Amanda says being
a part of a physical
community is critical
these days, and some-
what of a lost art. "It’s

COOL COMMUNITY VIBES

CHECK OUT THESE HOT SPOTS coMmPILED BY BEN GOLDSMITH

turn a frip info an exciting
adventure.

With museums and historic
buildings dotting the streets,
this is Denver’s mecca of
history. If a day of exhibits isn't
for you, Cap Hill also offers

important fo have a
safe place to talk to
people and receive
constructive criticism.
Honest feedback from
those around you who
know you and know the
area is always benefi-
cial. It’s nice to have a
sounding board who re-
ally knows what you‘re
talking about, not on-
line where people have
no idea.”

Lastly, she feels
strongly about support-
ing local businesses.
“You're not only sup-
porting them financially,
but you're supporting
an idea of what they
want for their family. It’s
a business model that
brings people info a
community they know
and tfrust.”

—Kerrie Lee Brown

the Broadway Market, Fillmore
Auditorium, and plenty of parks
and breweries.

If you want great food and
endless shopping, this

is the place to go. From
Elway’s fo the Cherry Cricket,

PIXABAY, SEPPH
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At Cherry Bean Coffee, Amanda’s fave place to
chill, its coffee comes from regions of Central
America and the Caribbean Islands, as well as
other coffee producers worldwide.

and with 40 retail stores
exclusive to the Cherry Creek
Shopping Center alone, this
neighborhood meets all your
day or night-out needs.

WASHINGTON PARK

With plenty of parks and two
of Denver’s most popular
lakes, this neighborhood is the
perfect place for a day spent
outdoors. If all those activities
in the sun and grass leave you

Photography by Paul Miller

hungry or yearning for a more
urban stroll, South Pearl St. and
0Old South Gaylord are perfect
little reintroductions fo the city.

SPEER

Often overlooked in favor of
its more boisterous neighbors,
don't be fooled by Speer’s
tranquil atmosphere.There

is still plenty by way of
restaurants and nightlife at
reasonable prices making

this neighborhood a terrific
location for a daytime stroll
or relaxing and pressure-free
evening out.

CONGRESS PARK

It's close to both downtown
Denver and the Denver Botanic
Gardens, but retains its own
personality and relaxing
environment. With parks and
plenty of restaurants, Congress
Park is a great escape from

the rest of the city, or a starting
point for a day of adventuring.

COUNTRY CLUB

Besides having some of the
most expensive houses in
Denver, what makes this
neighborhood special is the
Denver Country Club that it's
built around. Centrally located
to other major attractions,

the whole neighborhood is a
designated historic district.
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BERKELEY

A hub of shopping and dining,
with two lakes all its own, this
neighborhood has a little bit
of everything. Housing is also
reasonably priced, so Berkeley
has become a great place for
those starting a family or a life
of their own.

For more information, visit
denver.org/about-denver/
neighborhood-guides




DOUGLAS D. KERBS

BESPOKE
REAL ESTATE
PORTFOLIO
SERVICES

LOCATION THAT PROVIDES CONVENIENCE AND VIEWS
2851 WEST 23RD AVENUE | JEFFERSON PARK

2 & 3 Bedroom Residences | Expansive Private Rooftops | Unobstructed City and Mountain Views

Centrally Located, Minutes from Downtown, Highlands Neighborhood and the Park

LIV | Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Find Me and Follow Me: @ instagram.com/DouglasDKerbs n youtube.com/porsche5433



DOUGLAS D. KERBS

BESPOKE
REAL ESTATE
PORTFOLIO
SERVICES

SOME SAY YOU ARE WHAT YOU DRIVE...WHAT | DRIVE REPRESENTS MY CORE BUSINESS VALUES
TRADITION & HERITAGE | RELIABLE & PRACTICAL | DRIVE & PERFORMANCE

One of the Top 10 producing brokers in Denver One of the lowest in number of price reductions
One of the highest % of list/sell price — 98.9% One of the highest in PSF records per neighborhood

One of the lowest days on market per listing One of the most effective brokers at any price point

Douglas D. Kerbs 303.898.7818
Global Real Estate Advisor

DouglasDKerbs.com
Douglas.Kerbs@sothebysrealty.com
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We call it breathing.
Something you can do easily here,

what with all the fresh air.

This is The Canyons, in the city of Castle Pines.
A new way to live that feels close and away

all at the same time.

MODELS OPEN. HOMES AVAILABLE.
from the upper $400s to over one million

I-25 and Castle Pines Pkwy; east and follow the signs.

N

The Canyons-

CASTLE PINES

TheCanyonsLiving.com

This is not an offer for real estate for sale, nor solicitation of an offer to buy to residents of any state or province in which registration and other legal requirements bave not been fulfilled. Pricing
does not include options, elevation, or lot premiums, effective date of publication and subject to change without notice. All square footages and measurements are approximate and subject to change
without notice. Community amenities are proposed and preliminary, and are subject to change without notice. Views not guaranteed and may change over time. Models are not an indication of racial
preference. Maps and renderings are artist’s conception based on preliminary information, not to scale and subject to change. Trademarks are property of their respective owners. Equal Housing

Opportunity. © 2020 Shea Homes, Shea Canyons, LLC. And The Canyons. =
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MODERN HOME IN
THE HIGHLANDS,
YAI

ON THE RISE

If you haven’t seen the multfitude of cranes and construc-
tion all over town, you're probably spending too much time
at your mountain cabin. Then again, that doesn’t sound all
that bad...

Over the next few pages, you'll find all there is to know about
Denver’s expanding housing market, including some of the best
neighlborhoods where you can live, work, and play. Plus, we've got
helpful fips for buyers and sellers from experts in the field, and in-
sights on what's trending right now in homes. We also give you the
lay of the land when it comes to new real estate developments in

: all the bustling building hot spofs.

I — So, if you're looking to move,

move your parents into state, or

purchase a second home, you've
come to the right place. After
all, Denver’s growth isn’t stop-
ping anytime soon. That’s why
we love it.

Compiled by Kerrie Lee Brown and
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Sarah Pultorak
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Best Places to Live | Real Estate

Homes for

$500,000 to $800,000

You can get a lof of house (with a lot of character) in this price range,

Capitol Hill, Denver
AVERAGE SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1,023
VINTAGE OF NEIGHBORHOOD: Capitol
Hill was called for by Governor
Alexander Hunt in 1867 after
Denver was named the official
territorial capital. The neighbor-
hood was home to the richest

both in the city and in the suburbs.

people in the territory. Many of
these early Coloradans lived on
Millionaire’s row, built of Second
Empire houses along 14th St. As
the area became commercially
developed, the super-rich fled
to the outskirts of the city. Luckily
many of the historic buildings
were preserved, and now lend

the grace of a bygone age to
Capitol Hill.

AMENITIES: Located in Down-
town Denver, Capitol Hill is
close to everything the city

has to offer. The neighborhood
is home to the historic Molly
Brown House. Civic Center Park
hosts live music and food trucks

every Tuesday, Wednesday,
and Thursday from May through
October. There is an incredible
amount of dining and enter-
tainment options. As the most
densely populated Denver
neighborhood, this area has an
exciting and diverse character,
blending history with modernity.

City Park, Denver
AVERAGE SQUARE FOOTAGE: 2,117
VINTAGE OF NEIGHBORHOOD: City
Park is one of the oldest neigh-
borhoods in Denver. The com-
munity is only about a mile wide;
much of this space is a massive
park, modeled after Central Park
in New York City. The park was
developed in 1886 and could be
reach by trolley from Denver. A
small neighborhood of Denver
square style homes developed
around the park.

AMENITIES: The 320-acre City
Park is home to the Denver
Z00, the Denver Museum of
Nature and Science, 15 athletic
fields, 14 tennis courts, three
lakes (which offer paddle boat
rentals), five formal gardens,

40 different species of trees,
and a golf course. All of this is
accessible to residents by bi-
cycle, as City Park is one of the
most bikeable neighborhoods
in Denver. Events hosted in the
park include the City Park Jazz
Festival. The local restaurant
Tacos Tequila Whiskey is an es-
sential stop. A former food fruck
turned formal establishment;

it is now said to serve some of
the best Mexican food in the
nation.

Congress Park, Denver
AVERAGE SQUARE FOOTAGE: 2,099
VINTAGE OF NEIGHBORHOOD: Con-
gress Park was first planned in the
late 1880s. Neighborhood devel-
opment happened alongside

Dena Pastorini, a frailblazer in the Central Denver real estate scene, says
that besides the amazing amenities we now have downtown, the proxim-
ity to the mountains is an integral part of why people love Denver. *“When

| first moved here, | lived and worked in Vail Valley. | noticed how many
people would still go into the city to the theater. The scenic drive certainly
doesn’t hurt. When you're downtown, you're walking distance o shop-
ping. dining, sporting events, entertainment, and the light rail, Denver is
perfectly located to the mountains if you want to go skiing or enjoy other
outdoors activities. You just can’t beat that combination.”

8/ denverlifemagazine.com | MARCH 2020

Pastorini focuses primarily on high-end condo listings in Downtown Den-
ver—and knows many new developers who have done projects in River-
front Park, LoDo, LoHi, RiNo, Larimer Square, and Union Station. She thinks
another reason why Colorado is booming right now is because it’s in the
middle of the country. *While Denver itself has become very cosmopol-
itan, we are seeing a lot of diversity and different demographics buying

in the city core—young professionals and millennials. People tend to be
converging here because it’'s easy to travel to the two coasts.” While this is
an optimal reason for people to move to Denver, she also finds that clients
are coming here to attend school or work, and they end up staying. “If
kids come here to go to college, or experience their first job placement,
they usually end up liking it so much that they want to stay. | often see
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framway lines. In the early 20th
century, the neighborhood was
a mixture of wealthy single-family
homes and apartments. Heading
southwest through the neigh-
borhood, the architectural style
moves through the cenfuries:
from Victorian, to Craftsman
Denver Squares, to '20s bunga-
lows.

AMENITIES: Located just three
miles from Downtown Denver,
Congress Park contains a charm-
ing array of shops and restau-
rants. Head to the corner of 12th
Avenue and Madison Street to
get to the center of fown. TAG
Burger Bar offers locally sourced
burgers. 12th Avenue Market is
the local corner shop.

Littleton,

Arapahoe County
AVERAGE SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1,951
VINTAGE OF NEIGHBORHOOD: Lit-
fleton began as a Gold Rush
seftflement in 1859. As the area’s
population grew, development
on a series of irrigation projects
made the area ideal for farmers.
The population of the area grew
steadily and was incorporated
in 1890. Just affer WWII, Littleton
was an economic center for
munitions and aerospace, which
resulted in a housing boom from

LITTLETON 6088 S LAKEVIEW ST, LITTLETON, $699,000

the 1950s through the *70s.
AMENITIES: Historic Downtown
Littleton is the local retail and
dining center. Hudson Gardens
hosts a variety of events, from
Christmas light display in the
winter to outdoor concerts in
the summer. Chatfield Reservoir
and the southern end of the
Platte River Trail offer excellent
recreational activities. Breck-
enridge Brewery is the beaufiful
farmhouse-style epicenter of
craft beer for the community.

Lone Tree

AVERAGE SQUARE FOOTAGE: 2,160
VINTAGE OF NEIGHBORHOOD: Lone
Tree is just 25 years old. What
started as a typical suburban
neighborhood has been frans-
formed by substantial growth.
Loan Tree exemplifies what is
called the “edge city” phe-
nomenon: urban development
around suburban freeway inter-
changes. The area now com-
bines the feel of suburbia with
the excitement of the city.
AMENITIES: The Park Meadows
Mall provides a commercial cen-
ter, and a lot of great shopping.
An extensive park system gives
residents plenty of opportunity
for outdoor recreation. The city
has recently opened three new
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they’ve met their life partner here and want to buy a home. As a result,
their parents are also deciding to move here because they want to be

close to their grandchildren.”

Pastorini says staging homes is the new norm. “Jeanne Pucci from All About
Staging helps our sellers come up with the best presentation possible when

a house goes on the market. Despite our city being a hot bed for purchasers
looking to buy, you can’t go wrong when you give them the best of the best.
Denver is a hub for high-tech professionals and emerging entrepreneurs who
want a place that best suits them, not a place that best suits the seller. Basi-

cally, you have to up your game because first impressions are everything. You

want fo make your house look like a model home.”

SLOANS LAKE 4071 W 16TH AVE. BLDG A, DENVER, $599,000

light rail stations to improve ac-
cess to tfransportation. The Lone
Tree Arts Centfer draws headline
performers and infernational
fouring arfists.

RiNo (River North Arts
District), Denver

AVERAGE SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1,148
VINTAGE OF NEIGHBORHOOD: RiNo

is a former industrial center,
filled with factories, foundries,
and patftern shops. In the late
*80s and "90s, industry began

to move out of the city. This is
when a community of artists
moved into the areaq, seeking
affordable living spaces. In
2004, community leaders and
the City of Denver got together
tfo clean up the district. Now,
RiNo is the center of the Denver
arts scene.

AMENITIES: RiNo's former ware-
houses host some of Denver’s
tfrendiest attractions. If you're
looking for something off the
beaten path, then check out
the Friday Night Bazaar at the
Central Market or the EXDO
Event Center roller-skating party.
The district has galleries, but the
abundance of street art gives
you access to local artwork out-
side of the studios. Try an evening
of mural hunting. This area boasts

“Interest rates are low right now, which is great for us,”

the coolest wineries, breweries,
markets, concert venues, and
restaurants in Denver.

Sloan’s Lake, Denver
AVERAGE SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1,592
VINTAGE OF NEIGHBORHOOD: In 1861,
Thomas M. Sloan dug a well to
irrigate his West Denver farm-
land. Overnight the well flooded
200 acres. This is the local legend
about the mysterious origins

of what is now Sloan Lake. The
areq’s history is tremendously
storied. Sloan’s Lake was once
home to the first amusement
park west of the Mississippi, Man-
hattan Beach. The park was offi-
cially shut downin 1914. Sloan’s
Lake’s peculiar history has led to
a fascinating and unique com-
munity.

AMENITIES: Today Sloan’s Lake

is home to the famous Dragon
Boat Festival. Go for a stroll down
West 29th Avenue to visit some
of the area’s best breweries,
bars, restaurants, and shops.
Historic 25th Avenue has the
most renowned establishments
in the neighborhood, including
the Edgewater Inn, which has
been serving handmade pizzas
made by the Di Pietro family for
60 years.

*Stats provided by Zillow.com

Pastorini explains. "l

think we have the opportunity and exceptional lifestyle in Cherry Creerk,
Downtown, The Highands etc. You don’t have to go far for

really great value. Also, our city planners are really smart;

there are many entertainment venues around Denver.

Buyers are lucky to have such great choices right now.

For instance, Union Station attracts a lot of people
because you can get to the airport from there. Con-
venience is very important. Denver is also a very healthy
place where people actually walk and participate in phys-
ical activities. So basically, wherever you buy you can’t go

wrong.” --Kerrie Lee Brown

Dena Pastorini
€OmpQass.com
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Homes for

$800,000 and higher

Step up to pricier homes and you'll find larger lots, plentiful parks, nearby shopping,
theaters, and spectacular mountain views.

Bonnie Brae, Denver
AVERAGE SQUARE FOOTAGE: 2,258
VINTAGE OF NEIGHBORHOOD: George
W. Olinger, a successful land
developer in the 1920s, accu-
mulated property in an area he
named Bonnie Brae (pleasant
hill, in Gaelic). His vision was to
create the feel of a Scottish vil-
lage. He hired noted architect
Saco DeBoar, who veered from
the traditional grid system of city
streets. Instead, DeBoar designed
the community to enhance the
land’s natural topography.
AMENITIES: Bonnie Brae’s me-
andering streetfs wind around
an oval shaped park at the
center of the community. The
neighborhood has a quiet

feel, with idyllic homes built in
the 1930s and '40s. The area

is close enough to Denver to
enjoy the city while still living in
a peaceful small town. The lo-
cally renowned Bonnie Brae Ice
Cream offers Denver’s best waf-
fle cones. Main Street is a hub
of shops and restaurants full of
local tastes and flavors.

Bow Mar

AVERAGE SQUARE FOOTAGE: 2,960
VINTAGE OF NEIGHBORHOOD: King
Soopers founder Lioyd King
bought a square mile of prop-

erty southwest of Denver with

the dream of creating a luxury,
self-governing neighborhood. The
community was incorporated in
1958. Today’s Bow Mar community
maintains the independent spirit its
founder envisioned.

AMENITIES: Just 12 miles from Den-
ver, the friendly commmunity of
Bow Mar has its own private lake,
on which residents ice skate,
boat, fish, or lounge. Most of the
homes are built in Frank Lloyd
Wright's prairie-style, not exceed-
ing one story. The neighborhood
offers family-oriented recreation-
al and social clubs.

Castle Pines Village
AVERAGE SQUARE FOOTAGE: 4,214
VINTAGE OF NEIGHBORHOOD: Castle
Pines Village was the vision of
Jack A. Vickers, who bought
the land in 1970 to complete his

signature golf course famous for
its rolling hills and wooded areas.
The success of the golf course
generated the idea of a luxury
community surrounding the
course. Castle Pines Villoge was
born in 1981.

AMENITIES: Residents of this gat-
ed community have stunning
views of the Rocky Mountains
and access to an expansive
Ponderosa Pine forest. The
Country Club at Castle Pines of-
fers fine-dining options and the
Outlets at Castle Rock are just a
quick drive from the village.

Cherry Hills Village
AVERAGE SQUARE FOOTAGE: 3,858
VINTAGE OF NEIGHBORHOOD: The

area contained only a few homes

known as “The Circle” until 1938,
when developers became in-
ferested in the area. In 1945, the
neighborhood was incorporated
as a fown. Residents fought to

maintain the rural character of the

neighlborhood and the tfown be-
came a home rule city in 1966.
AMENITIES: It is said that Arnold
Palmer iced tea originated af the
Cherry Hills Country Club, which is
the community center. The High
Line Canal, John Meade Park,
and Quincy Farm are nearby
outdoor aftractions. Local dining
and retail can be found on Engle-
wood’s South Broadway.

Denver Country Club
AVERAGE SQUARE FOOTAGE: 4,867
VINTAGE OF NEIGHBORHOOD: Estalo-

lished in 1909, this exclusive area

GREENWOOD VILLAGE 5700 E PRENTICE PL,, GREENWOOD VILLAGE, 1,425,000

As one of Denver’s most regarded real estate professionals, Douglas D. Kerbs
has an undeniable pulse on the luxury market. With a desire and drive 1o

be successful—not only for him, but for his clients—his mission is to ensure his
clients get exactly what they want, when they want it. Kerbs says the luxury
market is very precise. “People know exactly what they’re looking for. They're
looking for homes to be updated before they purchase. In fact, the biggest
percentage of people | work with today want a place they can walk into
and hang their coat up, without worrying if it’s going to fall on the ground.”

Clients who want homes in the $1 million to $2 million market are looking

86 denverlifemagazine.com | MARCH 2020

for ease of purchase. In other words, people moving to Denver don’t want
to waste time remodeling or upgrading their properties. *In the past, luxury
clients were more willing to forgo a perfectly presented house—simply
because they could envision the perfect details with a renovation. Today,
high-end buyers want fo move in and live.” With that being said, the luxury
market has increased in Denver as a result of people moving here from
the East and West coasts.

Over the past couple of years, we saw a lot of new finishes come to the market
with tiles, flooring, etfc. *People are looking for classic finishes—in traditional style
as well as contemporary. | was seeing trendy tiles and hard surfaces a while
back in contemporary; but that quickly faded and became outdated.”

ZILLOW
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CASTLE PINES 1127 NORTHWOOD (T, $2,995,000

is home to some of Denver’s
most afffuent homeowners. Turn-
of-the-century mansions can be
found among the newer modern
homes, showcasing centuries of
the upscale lifestyle.

AMENITIES: Denver Country

Club is the luxurious center of
the community. A renowned

golf course is the main draw,

but don’t miss the club’s social
events calendar. Its proximity to
Downtown Denver, Cherry Creek
North, Cherry Creek Mall, and
being centrally located to his-
toric homes make this a special
neighborhood.

Greenwood Village
AVERAGE SQUARE FOOTAGE: 2,527
VINTAGE OF NEIGHBORHOOD: In 1850,
the discovery of gold in what is
now Englewood brought a rush
of settlers to the area. Rufus
Clark was one of these settlers.
His successful potato farm
earned him the name “potato
king.” Clark persuaded English
investors to finance the bur-
geoning development, which
grew into an idyllic agrarian
community. In the 1930s and
*40s, Denver residents would
come south to Greenwood
Village to visit their country

homes. Farmers worried that
the flock of city dwellers would
change the pastoral village;
nevertheless the village voted
to be incorporated into Denver
by a slim margin in the 1950s.

AMENITIES: Today Greenwood
Village is a mixture of the subur-
ban and urban. The best of both
worlds. With more than 40 miles
of trails, residents will be able

to enjoy the neighborhood’s
beautiful parks. The Denver
Technological Center provides
an urban center with The Curtis
Center for the Arts housing the
area’s concerts and exhibits.
Las Brisas spices things up with a
menu that ranges from Spanish
to South American.

Hilltop, Denver

AVERAGE SQUARE FOOTAGE: 2,506
VINTAGE OF NEIGHBORHOOD: Prehis-
toric camel bones were found

in 1893 when the Hilltop area
officially became a part of Den-
ver. The community gained pop-
ularity in the 1930s. Most houses

L were independently designed,

resulting in an eclectic mixture
of 22 distinct architectural styles.
Perhaps the most iconic resident
of Hilltop was the eccentric
George Cranmer, who was the
Denver Parks Director in the
early 20th century. Cranmer was
instrumental in the construction
of Red Rocks Amphitheater and
Winter Park Ski Resort.

AMENITIES: Hilltop has beautiful
views of the Rocky Mountains,
an extensive parks system, and is
near the Cherry Creek Mall. The
Denver Police Department re-
ports Hilltop as one of the safest
neighborhoods in Denver.

Observatory Park,
Denver

AVERAGE SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1,719
VINTAGE OF NEIGHBORHOOD: Obser-
vatory Park is a historic neigh-
borhood, featuring some of

- e ——

is due to the industries we have in Denver. | do a lot of corporate reloco-
fions, and like | mentioned, people just want to buy and move in,” adds
Kerbs. What is surprising, however, is that some of these people are still
experiencing sticker shock when they see the prices. “You're
looking at about $1,000 per square foot in some properties,
but this is pretty reasonable for what you're getting—and
especially compared to other markets in the U.S.” Kerbs

says people end up paying for what they want, which

goes back to why sellers need to prepare their homes for
the luxury buyer. *As Denver continues to grow, we're still
trying to play catch up. But my advice is that if something
needs to be done, do it.” —Kerrie Lee Brown

With $2 million homes you can get a little more flexibility from the pur-
chaser. These clients are a little more seasoned—not new to the high-end
market and willing to see what’s out there. Whereas, the $1 million buyer
is most likely new to the luxury market; or they’ve been above this range
and are now downsizing. “They may have two homes—perhaps a home
in the mountains and they want one in Denver; or they have a beach
home in another state. They are smart with their money, but aren’t neces-
sarily making this their permanent residence.”

Douglas D. Kerbs
sothebysrealty.com

Kerbs has also noticed that the luxury buyer is a lot younger today. “This
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WILLOW SPRINGS 17295 RED WOLF LN., MORRISON, 1,475,000

Denver’s most spectacular archi-
tecture. The University of Denver
moved to Observatory Park in
1880 and has remained the cul-
tural center of the community
ever since. The Chamberlin Ob-
servatory is home to a telescope
with a 20-inch refractor lens that
was shown at the 1893 Chicago
World’s Fair.

AMENITIES: Today Observatory
Park is a thriving area with a
fremendous amount of dining
and retail options. The proximi-
ty to DU lends residents access
to Magness Arena and the
Coors Fithess Center, with two
Olympic-size pools and two ice
rinks. The neighborhood is a
unique mixture of classic and
modern.

Washington Park,
Denver

AVERAGE SQUARE FOOTAGE: 1,380
VINTAGE OF NEIGHBORHOOD: In
1889, Reinhard Schuetze built
Washingto,n Park to mirror the
grand Victorian style. Smith
Lake, located within the park, is
thought to have been a buffalo
wallow prior to 1867, when the
completion of Smith’s Ditch
brought water to the reservaoir.
In the 1890s, Smith Lake was
used for ice production. The
neighborhood surrounding the
park held the pedigree of high
society. Today Washington Park
remains one of the classiest
neighborhoods in Denver.

AMENITIES: With fwo scenic lakes,

a large meadow, and the

beautiful Smith Lake Boat House
built by eccentric architect
Jules J.B. Benedict, Washington
Park is the centerpiece of the
areq. Brick bungalows with
well-tended gardens adorn the
neighborhood with an old-fash-
ioned charm.

Willow Springs,
Morrison

AVERAGE SQUARE FOOTAGE: 4,646
VINTAGE OF NEIGHBORHOOD: The Wil-
low Springs area was bordered
by two major routes for Gold
Rush miners in the 1860s. This is
the start of what was primarily a
ranching community, until the
Willow Springs property opened
a country club that was popular
with Denver residents. The most
recent iteration of this property
is the Red Rocks Counftry Club,
which is still a centerpiece of
the community.

AMENITIES: Willow Springs has its
own mountain park with 15 miles
of private trails winding through
red rock formations. This space

is available for hiking, mountain
biking, cross-country sking, and
snowshoeing. The community is
located near the world-famous
Red Rocks Amphitheater and the
charming town of Morrison. Mor-
rison has a variety of quirky shops
and restaurants. Willow Springs

is within driving distance of Denver.
* Stats provided by Zillow.com

** Properties available at the time of

As one of Colorado’s premier real
estate brokerages, Mile Hi Modern
is paving the way for people to
buy and sell the coolest homes in
town. The mother/daughter trio

of brokers—Susan Miesen, Megan
Harper, and Rachael Miesen—are
a team within the brokerage and
work with a wide variety of buyers
and sellers in Central Denver.

“Denver offers something for
everyone, and you can’t beat
the climate, amenities, or public
tfransport,” says Susan. “As a result,
we’ve created something people
moving here from other states
can identify with.”

*In fact, each of our clients
has specific needs when it comes
to their real estate decisions.
We're often working with buyers
who have school choices at the
forefront of their priorities; some
have walkability and access to
fransportation. We pride ourselves
on knowing Central Denver
neighborhoods and their unique
attributes. This allows us o guide
our clients to find a neighborhood
and home that not only meets
their needs but supports their
desired lifestyle.”

In an environment where well
prepared homes offen go under
contract in the first weekend.
Susan, Megan and Rachael
always strategize and position
their buyers for success. "We
implement a well thought out
process from the very start with
our buyers,” says Rachael. "By
the time we’re writing an offer
on their dream home, they are
so well prepared, and their
offer is so well crafted, we've
positioned them for a much
higher success rate.”

“Since buyers are seeing premium
pricing, they’re expecting homes
to be presented in a way that
reflects their high price tag,”
explains Megan. Susan agrees:
“From curbside clean-up to
replacing light fixtures, carpet,
staging, and cleaning—any
deferred maintenance should
be taken care of.

[t’s important

to remmember

that selling

your home

starts before

any buyer

steps into your

home.”

—Kerrie Lee Brown

publication. Contact your realtfor for

WASHINGTON PARK 310 S RACE ST, DENVER, 91,135,000

ZILLOW

Mile Hi Modern
milehimodern.com
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A HEALTHIER
WAY TO LIVE

Explore where the tranquility of Sloan’s Lake Park meets the convenience of living just minutes
from downtown Denver. Lakehouse is a consciously-crafted environment rich with beautiful
living spaces, breathtaking views and extensive private amenities destined to inspire the body
and mind. Discover Colorado’s first community designed specifically to promote human
health and wellness.

Modern new residences from $499,000. Move in early 2020.

SALES CENTER AT 4200 WEST 17TH AVENUE | DENVER, CO 80204
OPEN DAILY FROM 10AM - 5PM OR BY APPOINTMENT

303.974.HOME A
NAVA LAKEHOUSE17.COM e

DEE | KEVIN | MATT
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Model homes are open
7 days a week.

For a new level of luxry urban living, look
no further than Koelbel Urban Homes.
Three-story townhomes. Optional first-
floor master suites. Open floor plans. And
a rooftop terrace. All with the lock-and-go
convenience to match your lifestyle.
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‘What
new?

These new Front Range developments are opening up
a ton of possibilities no matter what your taste.

Arvada

LEYDEN ROCK
Pinnacle Collection by
Emerald Homes

From $535,950
2,624-4,465 sq. ft.

Luxury homes featuring spa
master baths, double island

kitchens with designer refrigera-
tors, and magnificent views of the
foothills and downtown.
drhorton.com

Aurora

SKY RANCH
From the low $300s
1,382-2,723 sq. ft.

o This new community is just
minutes from DIA and major
highways. Near many parks, golf
courses, trails, and thousands of

acres of open space.
kbhome.com

INSPIRATION
From low $400s
1,793-4,122 sq. f.

6 This community boasts
abundant amenities, in-
cluding clubhouses, pools, frails,
and golf courses. Near Cherry
Creek State Park and Aurora Res-
ervoir, providing opportunity for
outdoor recreation.
inspirationcolorado.com

WHISPERING PINES
From $400,000
2,955-4,299 sq. .

New ranch and two-story
o homes with spacious great
rooms, luxurious master suites, large
kitchen islands, and the option of a
finished basement. In the Cherry
Creek School District and near
employment centers like the Den-
ver Tech Center,
lifeinthepinesco.com/home-builders

VISTA POINT AT SOUTHSHORE -
TOLL BROTHERS

$608,000 - $898,000

2,897 - 5,156 sq. ft.

o Vista Point at Southshore is
an amenity rich resort-style
neighborhood. Residents enjoy
the exceptional Lakehouse com-
munity clubhouse with saltwater
pool, as well as the nearby Aurora
Reservoir within walking distance.
Stunning mountain and reservoir
views, superior Cherry Creek
Schools, world-class shopping and
dining, easy access to DIA and
the DTC, and a variety of outdoor
recreational opportunities.
tollbrothers.com

VILLAS AT INSPIRATION
From the mid $400s
1,800 - 2,710 sg. ft.

G Perfect for families. A mas-
terplanned community with
pool and splash pad, parks, play-
grounds, clubhouse, social coordi-
nators, and trails. Models offered:

Hemingway and Auvril.
richmondamerican.com

Boulder

THE MARK (Only 8 units left at the
time of publication)
$1.3M-$1.77M

1,600 - 2,000 sg. ft.

o Located on Boulder'’s
famed Pearl St., walking
distance to world-class dining and
shopping. stunning views, high-
end finishes, and rooftop decks.
themarkonpearl.com

Broomfield

ANTHEM HIGHLANDS
$5627,950-$961,219
1,950-4,129 sq. ft.

Q The Anthem community
provides ample fithess op-

portunities, with amenities like the

Parkside Community Center and
multiple surrounding parks and
frails. Top-rated schools are near-
by as well. Homes feature upscale
kitchens and master suites.
anthemcolorado.com/homes

Castle Pines

BARON'’S POINTE
Call for pricing
1,673-4,020 sq. f.

0 New Iuxury homes removed
enough from the hustle and
bustle of the city, yet with quick
access to the Denver Tech Center
and Castle Rock.

centurycommunities.com

CASTLE VALLEY

The River Collection
From the $500s
1,967-2,390 sq. ft.

@ This Castle Pines community
has access to beautiful

open spaces and views, as well as
proximity to major freeways to
make fravel easier. Homes feature
Jack-and-Jill bathrooms and mas-
fer suite entries.
meritagehomes.com

THE CANYONS
$500-$800K, $800-1.5M, $1.5M+

@ The Canyons combines
spectacularly rugged tfer-
rain with a refined Castle Pines
address—resulting in a community
that feels close and away, all at
the same time. Cross over the
covered bridge, info what feels
like a nature retreat. At The Can-
yons, there will be spaces to play,
gather, and unwind, as well as
trails that will shift you further away
from city mode. This area is re-
sort-style living with a pooal, fitness
center, event lawns, an amphithe-
ater, and more.

Builders: 500-800K (Berkeley
Homes, Shea Gallery, Shea Luxe,

':::' FOR MAP OF LOCATIONS SEE P. 98
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KB View, KB Classic, and TRI Pointe
Homes) S800K-1.5M (Infinity Home
Collection Vector).
thecanyonsliving.com

Castle Rock

THE MEADOWS
$350,000 - $600,000
1,300 - 4,500 sq. ft.

The Meadows is a master
@ planned community with
two large community centers
and several flagship community
events. There are also large parks,
pocket parks, fown recreation
centers, and thousands of miles
of trails and open space in the
community.
meadowscastlerock.com

TERRAIN MESA
COLLECTION
$476,950-$574,950
2,515-3,260 sq. ft.

@ Beautiful three- to five-bed-
room homes near plenty of
recreational amenities such as the
Terrain Swim Club, Founders Park,
Terrain Wrangler Park, and more.
Residents will also find fantastic
shopping and dining opportunities
nearby.

centurycommunities.com

THE MEADOWS AT
HISTORIC CASTLE ROCK
$464,900-$516,900
2,340-2,853 sq. ft.

@ These three- to four-bed-
room homes have access
to excellent schools and the
charm of Castle Rock. The
€Cco-conscious homes were also
designed to sit lightly on the land
without overcrowding it, preserv-
ing untouched open green
space, natural foothill ridgelines,
and spectacular views.
meadowscastlerock.com
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tier schools, foodie-approved restaurants,

and the largest urban wildlife refuge in the country.
StapletonDenver.com/modernhomes =

Welcome to the North End, Stapleton’s twelfth
and final neighborhood. Where distinctively
modern homes live in harmony with 50+ parks,
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New, modern homes from the $600s to the $900s.
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Centennial

MARVELLA
$891,950-51,249,950
2,672-3,982 sq. ft.

@ Beautiful single-family
homes near the Denver
Tech Center and downtown,
close to Greenwood Athletic &
Tennis Club and the Cherry Creek
School District. Great restaurants
at the nearby The Shops at Land-
mark and Park Meadows Malll.
centurycommunities.com

Commerce City

REUNION

Oakwoodlife at Reunion
Coming 2021

Call for pricing
2,292-3,376 sq. ft.

@ Resort-style living for the 55+
community, conveniently
located near DIA and with easy
access to major highways. Trails and
paths are nearby, as well as club-

houses and lap swimming pools.
myoakwoodlife.com/reunion

Denver

BEELER PARK AT STAPLETON
DENVER

The Starlight Collection

by KB Home
$672,500-$724,500
2,301-2,890 sq. ft.

@ Beautiful midcentury mod-
ern homes with quick ac-
cess to I-70 and downtown, as
well as the tfrain to DIA, making
fravel easy. Surrounded by parks,

schools, shopping, and more.
stapletondenver.com

CITYHOMES AT BOULEVARD ONE
$639,665-5899,143
1,883-2,824 sq. ft.

® Beautiful, contemporary
two- and three-story homes
in Lowry. Feature decks, abundant
natural light from large windows,
and finished basement options.
Fitness and entertainment ameni-
ties as well as acclaimed schools
are nearby.
boulevardonelowry.com

SLOANSEDGE AT SLOAN’S LAKE
Starting high $500s
1,335-2,601 sq. ft.

@ Twenty-seven contempo-
rary townhomes with lake-
front views, featuring open floor
plans, attached garages, and
porches, decks, and spacious
rooftop terraces. Enjoy Sloan’s
Lake’s large public park and frail,
and restaurants and bars lining

Sheridan Blvd.
kuhatsloansedge.com

LAKEHOUSE
Condos $499,000 - $1,764,000;
Rowhomes $869,000 - $1,130,500

@ Condos 704 - 3,378 sq. .
with one-, two- and
three-bedroom options; two- and
three-bedroom rowhomes from
1,681 - 2,513 sq. ft.

Waterfront location with spectac-
ular views. Wellness Center with
fitness lab and yoga and medita-
tion studio. 70’ lap pool with year
round hot tub, wellness concierge,
lounge with collaborative kitchen,
private event space, and more.
lakehouse17.com

VINE
High $800s - STM
2,000 - 2,400 sq. ft.

@ Located at 14th and Vine
in the Cheesman Park
neighborhood. 14 townhomes
total (only 4 remain) with three
different floorplans. Ranging from
2-5 bedrooms, all units have op-
tional finished basements, loft
space, detached garages and
rooftop decks. Tours by appoint-
ment only.

vinebykuh.com

5390’
High $600s - $1.3M
1,770 - 3,900 sq. f

@ Paired homes located in
the Berkeley-Regis neigh-
borhood, with walking distance to
Tennyson Street Cultural District.
Homes are surrounded by the
Willis-Case Golf Course. Total of 51
homes (only 15 still available). 5
different floorplans to choose
from. Move-in ready homes avail-
able now.

5390bykuh.com

STAPLETON
$500,000 - 1.5M

Stapleton Denver stands as a

model for urban redevelop-
ment worldwide. Buzzing with bike
races, farmer's markets, and con-
certs in the park, Stapleton Denver
now thrives at a grassroots level
thanks to residents and business
owners each adding their own
touch. It has become a place that’s
far better than anyone could have
planned.

Builders: Thrive Home Builders - Vita
Collection (7 leff), Parkwood homes
- Beacon Hill (4 specs and 4 future
homes leff), Parkwood Homes -
Painted Ladies (2 spec, 3 dirt lofs,
and 9 future left), Thrive Home
Builders - Zen 2.0 Collection (10 sites,

Luxury housing market
iInventory increased in
2019 to 6.92% for single-
family homes and 8.5%
for condos, up 40.63%
and 68.42% month over

month respectively. The
result? Buyers in the luxury
market are not having

to compete as much as
other price segments as
there is ample supply.

Source: DMAR Market Trends 2020

1 model, and 26 future left), Infinity
Home Collection - Alto (3 leftf and 26
in future phases), Parkwood Homes
- Shenandoah Collection (6 and 8
future left), Infinity Home - Collection
Vive (3 left with 50 in future phases),
Thrive Home Builders - Panacea (9
Left), Infinity Home Collection -

Luxe (2 left and 25 in future phases).
stapletondenver.com

SUSTAINABILITY PARK
$429K - $819K
800-2,322 sq. ft.

@ Somewhere between the
murals of RiNo and the
history of Curtis Park, this location
has that community charm paired
with an urban spirit. Nestled in
Denver’s best (and growing) din-
ing scene, with a variety of galler-
ies and historic homes, you'll love
strolling around Curtis Park.
iveatspark.com

CITYHOMES AT LINCOLN PARK
Low $500s to mid $800s
1,250 - 2,068 sq. ft.

@ 58 fownhomes total (only
12 remain available for
sale) located across from Lincoln
Park, near the Santa Fe Arts Dis-
trict. Three different floorplans,

offering 2-3 bedrooms. All units
have an attached garage and

-:::- FOR MAP OF LOCATIONS SEE P. 98
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rooffop deck. Move-in ready
homes available now.
kuhatlincolnpark.com

CITYHOMES AT BOULEVARD ONE
Low $700s - $1.2M
1.800 - 2,800 sq. ft.

@ Located in the Boulevard
One neighborhood in Low-
ry, CityHomes offers three series of
tfownhomes (Matador, Orion, and
Aflas) with a total of seven different
floorplans, including main-floor
master and elevator plans. Total of
74 townhomes, all of which include
attached two-car garage and
multiple outdoor spaces. Move-in
ready homes are available now.
kuhatboulevardone.com

Elizabeth

SPRING VALLEY RANCH
From the high $300s
1,676-2,972 sg. ft.

These beautiful energy-effi-
cient homes in southeast

Denver are available with a cat-
alogue of upgrades, including
stainless-steel appliances, granite
countertops, hardwood floors,
and covered porches. Near an
18-hole championship golf course,
clubhouse, and restaurant.
Igihomes.com



Franktown

TWO BRIDGES
High $800s
2,189-3,518 sq. .

@ This community lies in the
center of extensive space
for outdoor recreation. Enjoy easy
access to open spaces and gor-
geous mountain views. Homes
include gourmet kitchens, luxurious
bathrooms, and multiple fireplaces.
lokalhomes.com/two-bridges

Greenwood
Village

THE PRESERVE AT
GREENWOOD VILLAGE
High $600s - $1.4M
Lot Size: .69 - 1.96 acres

@ Custom home community
in Greenwood Village (only
7 lots remaining). Amenities in-
clude 55-acre Marjorie Perry Na-
ture Preserve, outdoor pool, cov-
ered pavilions, and tennis courts.
Tours by appointment only.
preservegv.com

CROSSINGS AT

HIGH LINE CANAL
$1.1M - $1.8M

Lot Size: 2.6 - 3.7 acres

A total of 11 custom home-
@ sites along the High Line
Canal atf Belleview and Colorado
in Greenwood Village. Tours by

appointment only.
crossingshlc.com

Lakewood

SOLTERRA
Mid $300s and up

@ Life here changes with the
seasons. In winter, you‘re an
hour from dozens of world-class ski
resorts. Springfime uncovers hun-
dreds of miles of the region’s best
hiking and biking trails, just outside
your door. Summer invites loung-
ing poolside at the Retreat. Au-
tumn puts you on a nearby trout
stream or golf course during Colo-
rado’s best weather. And all year
long, there are community events
and spontaneous gatherings that
are too fun to miss.
solterra-community.com

Littleton

PLATTE 56
$475,320 to low $700s
1,380-2,111 sqg. ft.

@ Live on the riverfront right
around the corner from a
charming historic downtown; with-
in easy reach of Denver. You'll

enjoy life in Littleton—a vibrant
community voted one of the best
small cities in the U.S.

Models offered: Delta, Headwater,
River Rock, Shoreline and Tributary
platte56.com

STERLING RANCH
From mid-$400s
1,786-4,155 sq. ft.

@ Luxury single-story homes
with spacious great rooms
and master suites. Surrounded by
miles of trails and Roxborough and
Chaftfield state parks.
sterlingranchcolorado.com

THE DESTINATION COLLECTION
AT STERLING RANCH

From upper $600s

2,687-3,704 sq. ft.

@ Beautiful modern homes
using eco-friendly technolo-
gy amid acres of natural landscape.
Some homes face Burns Park, the
neighborhood’s largest park and
open space. The community is in the
Douglas County School District and
near 30 miles of frails.
sterlingranchcolorado.com

PROVIDENCE VILLAGE AT
STERLING RANCH

From the $600s
2,300-2,900 sq. ft.

@ This charming community is
less than three miles from
two state parks, and also a short
walk from such amenities as Burns
Park, Sterling’s first school site, and

the Paramount Center.
sterlingranchcolorado.com

BROOKFIELD RESIDENTIAL
Sterling Ranch
From the $500s

@ Inspired by mid-century
modern design and creat-
ed for next-century life. Brookfield
Residential engaged three ac-
claimed architects to create a
single home collection, raising the
bar for new homes in Colorado.
The homes of Signature Portfolio
embody the idea that design is
more than how your home looks,
but how it works. How it connects
you with the outdoors; and how it
conforms to your personal style.
brookfieldresidential.com

RAVENNA
$1,335,000-$2,875,000
3,859-6,996 sq. ft.

@ Luxury custom and
semi-custom homes amid
the red rocks of the Dakota Hog-
back and near one of Colorado’s
premier golf courses. The commu-

nity hosts various events for resi-

-]
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dents and members, including
wine dinners, live music, and holi-
day parties.
ravennagolf.com/living

Lonetree

THE RETREAT AT RIDGEGATE
$1,009,950-$1,249,950
2,854-6,288 sq. ft.

@ Spacious luxury homes with
quick access to I-25, high-
end shopping and dining, as well as
parks and frails (many of which
connect to the neighborhood). Also
near Sky Ridge Medical Center.
centurycommunities.com

Longmont

THE FARM AT WOODBRIDGE
Starting at $1M
3,000 sq. ft. and higher

@ Luxury custom homes just
north of Longmont built ot
Zero Net Energy standards. Nes-
fled info the countryside but with
quick access to the city and Long-

mont’s new Village at The Peaks.
soprishomes.com

Morrison

MONTANE
Starting at $1.1 million
2,950-4,800 sq. ft.

@ Each home in Montane is
situated on a spacious,
one-acre home site, just minutes
from Red Rocks and ample op-
portunities for outdoor recreation.
Nestled intfo the mountains but
with quick access to the city.
richmondamerican.com

Parker

STONE CREEK RANCH
Call for pricing
1,590-3,880 sq. ft.

@ This serene community is
just 15 minutes south of
Parker and close to Cherry Creek
Trail, perfect for walking or biking.
Features wonderful amenities
such as a clubhouse, pooal, fitness
center, and enfertainment space.
kbhome.com

COLORADO GOLF CLUB
$2M-$4M
Lot size: Start $250,000 1 - 5 acres

@ This gated community of
luxury custom and
semi-custom homes offers stun-
ning mountain views and a limited
number of surrounding home sites
for full privacy. Close to major
highways, the Denver Tech Cen-
ter, and the Colorado Golf Club.
living.coloradogolfclub.com

-::f- FOR MAP OF LOCATIONS SEE P. 98

THE TIMBERS AT THE PINERY
From the $800s
2,300-3,690 sq. ft.

@ Located in peaceful seclu-
sion, The Timbers is sur-
rounded by rolling hills and gor-
geous mountain views, with easy
access to downtown Parker and
Castle Rock, as well as a
30,000-square-foot recreation
center. Douglas County schools
are also near.
timbersatthepinery.com

THE HIGHLANDS AT PARKER
From $563,995
2,806-4,149 sq. ft.

@ Surrounded by 300 acres
of open green space, the
Highlands community boasts
ample outdoor recreational op-
portunities. Nearby, residents will
also have access to a fithess
center, pool, and trails for hiking
and biking. Homes offer spacious
living and dining areas, as well as
stunning bathrooms.
tollbrothers.com

Sedalia

THE KEEP
$675,000 - $3,299,000
Lot Size: 4-11 acres

@ Located in the quiet town
of Sedalia, this community
offers a luxurious, scenic living
experience with a nature preserve
in your backyard. Homes are on
four to nine acres of land. Close to
abundant shopping, dining, and
entertainment.
thekeepcolorado.com

Thornton

HERITAGE TODD CREEK
The Legends Collection
$640,900-$740,900
2,820-3,450 sq. ft.

@ An active 55+ community
with resort-style amenities
offering luxuries like golf, indoor
and outdoor saltwater pools, ten-
nis courts, a library, a fitness center
with classes, and a 33,000-square-
foot, award-winning clubhouse
with a full restaurant.

lennar.com

—Complied by Kerrie Lee Brown

*Disclaimer: All prices and units
available af the time of publication.
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Call (303) 647-3541 for a free in-home design consultation
and estimate or visit us online at closetfactory.com
Showroom: 8480 Upland Drive, Suite 200, Centennial, CO 80112

©2020 Closet Factory. All right reserved.
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¥ GNAT

JEWELRY ~ ATELIER

Custom Handmade Designs

Exclusive International Designers
GIA Certified Diamonds

250 Columbine St. Suite 130 | Denver, CO | 80206
GnatJewelryAtelier.com | 303.355.5050

DENVER
AusT
WINNER

BEST DESIGNER
JEWELRY
YEAR AFTER YEAR
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To showcase these incredible finds, we set up shop at one

of Denver’s favorite greasy spoon hot spots, 20" Street
Café (which has been in operation since 1946) to ensure
the perfect backdrop for the most eclectic styles. It's no
secret these stunning looks—a mix of contemporary flair
paired with Lennon-esque accents—make everyone’s day
that much brighter.
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Credits

PAGE 101 Libertine charmeuse silk
blouse, $1,500, Burberry monogram wool
cashmere cardigan, $890, and Victoria
Beckham metallic stretch trousers, $930.
Christian Louboutin ‘Monmoc’ metallic
leather loafer, $745. All Neiman Marcus,
Cherry Creek Shopping Center, 3030 E. 1st
Ave., neimanmarcus.com. Dean Davidson
bamboo gold earrings, $145, Perch, 2606
E. 3rd Ave., perchvail.com.

PAGE 102-103 Valentino silk blouse,
$2,200, and wide-leg pant, $2,300.
Balenciaga ‘Typo’ leather boot, $1,190.
All Neiman Marcus. Solar braided leather
double wrap bracelet, $325, John
Atencio, Cherry Creek Shopping Center,
3000 E. First Ave., johnatencio.com.
Earrings, Stylist’s own.

PAGE 104 Sea sequin blouse, $345,
and Retroféte denim jacket, $295. Both
Perch. Kirk & Kirk “Marylin” glasses in
Color C3 Crimson, $489, Queen City
Optical Provisions, 4321 W. 44th Ave.,
gueencityoptical.com. Chimes gold
forged earrings by John Atencio, $745,
John Atencio. Rings, model’s own.

PAGE 105 Giada Forte linen Lurex
blazer, $665, and R13 ‘Boy Skinny’ jean,
$495. Both MAX, 250 Columbine St.,
maxclothing.com. Chan Luu cashmere
and silk scarf, $225, Blush, 4305 W.

44th Ave., shop-blush.com. Prada Linea
Rossa leather hiking boot, $790, Neiman
Marcus. Silver Apollo pavé hoops, $535,
and Solar braided leather double wrap
bracelets, $325 each, all John Atencio. Bra
top, model’s own.

PAGE 107 Dries Van Noten mesh
turtleneck, $355, and Nili Lotan wool
military jacket, $1,095. Both Max. Jacques
Marie Mage “Apollinaire” sunglasses

in Color 54 Altan with Turquoise lenses,
$850, Queen City Optical Provisions.
Cobra gold forged earrings by John
Atencio, $1,095, John Atencio.

Fashion Crew
Photographer: Jeff Nelson

Creative Director: Tom Visocchi

Model: Sage Wilson, Wilhelmina
Denver, wilhelminadenver.com

Stylist: Georgia Alexia Benjou
Hair & Makeup: Nyla Nasser
Photo Assistant: Kyle David Jones

Executive Editor: Kerrie Lee Brown
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THE DINER

Get it fast and hot! Classic food at a reasonable

price—what a fun place for our spring fashion shoot.

20t Street Café
1123 20th St., 20thstreet-cafe.com
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DISCOVER YOUR NEXT
ALL-INCLUSIVE EXPERIENCE
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UNICO
s f.dr?ﬂf?j.ﬁ;f:‘-;fﬂ. , * i

The locally inspired, high-end UNICO 20°87° Riviera Maya is the epitome of relaxed | :

luxury. As the 2018 Crystal Apple Award Winner for "Best Adults-Only Resort”, this | S ‘
amazing property boasts flexible programming and a “no-itinerary-necessary” vacation
- perfect for spontaneous moments of discovery and excitement. Stay five nights or | '
more and you'll receive a complimentary signature tour®!

Your getaway will be filled with sensational meals at five mouth-watering restaurants,
including romantic poolside dining and 24-hour room service options. Hand-crafted
cocktails at four bars offer a refreshing break from nonstop fun in the sun. The full-
service spa includes select treatments, each with natural ingredients to soothe your

E mind, body, and soul. And if you like working up a sweat, the fitness center has an
_ exciting class schedule, personal training sessions, and more! Cooking classes, wine
4 ‘ and cheese tastings, and other amazing experiences are available throughout your stay.

f Plus, there's free WiFi throughout the resort!

Apple Vacations makes it easy to get there with Exclusive Nonstop Vacation Flights
AN from Denver to Cancun. On top of that, each all-inclusive Apple Vacations package
includes roundtrip airfare, hotel accommodations, and in-resort transfers. All meals,
drinks, entertainment, and tips are included, too!

See your travel agent or visit AppleVacations.com today!

CAPPLE VACATIONS

* Choice of one out of two Signature tours valid at UNICO 20°87° Hotel Riviera Maya. Minimum five night stay required. Book
Q‘;}- TR and travel by December 20, 2020. CST#2139041-20. 28158_df 8.27.19
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DESIGN YOUR LIFE & STYLE

A FULL SERVICE RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL INTERIOR DESIGN FIRM
SPECIALIZING IN REMODELING AND CUSTOM HOME DESIGN

CALL AND BOOK YOUR CONSULT TODAY AND GET A FRESH START,
NEW LOOK, AND LOVE YOUR NEW HOME

HOME FURNISHINGS | ART | LIGHTING | BEDDING & TEXTILES | WINDOW TREATMENTS

THE STREETS AT SOUTHGLENN
CARLASACD.COM | 303.683.0372
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THIS DESIGN IS ARTE MOOOI
WALLCOVERING "RENDEZVOUS," TOKYO BLUE;
AVAILABLE THROUGH EGG & DART LTD. ASK
YOUR INTERIOR DESIGNER HOW TO PURCHASE
FOR YOUR HOME.

Flower power

Strong geometrics? Hair on hide, silk, leather, upholstered panels, murals, or florals. Greg Comstock, principal and lead designer at
, says florals are definitely back, but they're not what you may remember from your mother’s kitchen. "Wall-

papers have increasingly expanded the scope and possibilities of how to create an exciting backdrop in your home. This spring

there's an emphasis on vibrant patterns and unigue materials,” he says. "There is also a strong emphasis on bombastic graffiti-in-

spired prints, where unusual color combinations have boldly appeared as people retire the sparsity of minimalism and white walls.”

Case in point, just look at this photo. Don’t shy away from a more sophisticated color palette in your home—these sultrier cover-

ings have a more serious tone and can be a catalyst for the color scheme of any room.—K.B.

L+ comstockdesign.com

ARTE
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- Some things never go out of style

MERAKI MOON’S BOHEMIAN FASHIONS STRIKE A CHORD IN DENVER. BY HOPE MARKS

» k3 -~

ophia Joseph says that when she came

up with the idea for Meraki Moon, she

wanted to put all of her love into her

work. Joseph achieved this with her
boho boutique in RiNo.

What inspired you to open your own boutique?

“It was always a childhood dream of mine. My mom was
in fashion, so I've always been surrounded by clothing.
I've always loved it. | wanted to stay in Denver, but the
fashion scene here wasn’t the biggest to have a long-
term career, unless you're in retail. | started really small at
first, and then it slowly grew into what it is today.”

How did you come up with “Meraki Moon”?

“Meraki is Greek for the love that you put into your
work. | actually just stumbled upon the word by
chance. | thought it was a cute word and it really rep-
resented where | wanted to start my business.”

Denver’s fashion scene

“I like Denver’s fashion scene because we aren’t always
on the trendy side where you can only wear an item for
one season. | think we have a good balance of being ca-
sual and then picking up on the trends that aren’t going
to go out of style.”

What are three absolute must-haves when it comes
to planning the perfect outfit?

“My favorite, perfect outfit that | feel never goes out of
style is a classic pair of jeans, a basic tee or a graphic
tee, and a leather jacket or denim jacket.”

Spring trends
“I' love a good silk midi-skirt with a graphic tee. | think that
can be a year-round outfit, but definitely more for spring.”

What’s your favorite item you are currently selling?
“That’s tough. | love all the graphic tees that we have
right now. They’re all pretty classic with a vintage
and worn feel, and they don’t have cheesy sayings on
them. It’'s something that you can keep forever. Hip
bands and beer tees, those are probably my favorite.”

What items do people keep coming back in for?
“We cannot keep the graphic tees in stock. The bal-
ance of an item being high quality and affordable is
important, so we have a lot of brands that we tend to
always go back to, especially our basic sweaters and
our jean line. Jeans are usually priced right at $100,
but the quality is great.” (]I}

MERAKIMOON

bohemian women’s apparel

3070 Blake St. | shopmerakimoon.com
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COURTESY OF MERAKI MOON



a blanc canvas for your events!

blanc is denver’s eclectic event venue. located in the RiNo neighborhood, our versatile space is perfect for nonprofit
events, corporate gatherings, weddings, & social celebrations of all kinds! book your tour foday!

blancdenver.com | 303.974.7487 | info@blancdenver.com | 3150 walnut st. denver, co 80205
*From The Hip Photo | **Elevate Photography | ***Our Two Hearts | ****James Christianson Photography | *****Rachel Havel

by
s =

éo‘fmx{,w ‘T hemuee, %ﬁ%mé Siaecef 7 79

Open year-round and only 2 h_ irs from Denver
o % o § - — d‘ - - e ' e -"”_
- ’ - —— ‘

- D T -~ -

- A R

-

’

FAMILY VACATIONS « RETREATS
TEAMBUILDING * MEETINGS

#1 Best Destination
#2 Resort in the West in the US #3 Resort in the US

www.clazyu.com « 970.887.3344 « Granby, Colorado
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Smooth as glass

“GLASS HAIR” IS EVERYWHERE IN THE BEAUTY INDUSTRY.
DRYBAR SHARES TIPS AND TOOLS TO HELP YOU ACHIEVE
THE HIGH-SHINE HAIRSTYLE WITH EASE. BY ERIN MALCOLM

he term “glass hair” is exactly what it sounds like:

hair that resembles glass. It’s ultra-reflec-

tive, frizz-free, super shiny, and straight up

swoon-worthy on all hair types. Drybar re-
cently launched a line of products specifically designed
to create the look in their salons and at home. Misty
Halaby, the owner-operator of the three Colorado Drybar /
locations, says, “Highly textured, beachy waves have
been in style for so long, but everybody’s looking for
something new.”

HAIR GURU MISTY HALABY
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DRYBAR STEPS

WASH AND CONDITION

Start by shampooing your hair
from the roots down with Dry-
bar’s new Liquid Glass Smooth-
ing Shampoo ($26). Rinse

well, then apply Liquid Glass
Smoothing Conditioner ($26)
from mid-shaft down and rinse
after 1-5 minutes. Both contain
Vegan Keratin, Neroli Oil, and
Murumuru Butter that work
together to give hair a healthy
sheen. Halaby tells us that the
products are especially popular
in Denver because of the dry cli-
mate. “There’s definitely a local
appeal because we're all looking
for a moisturizing shampoo and
conditioner. Liquid Glass is hy-
drating without weighing your
hair down.”

. PREP

Halaby recommends applying
silicone-free Jumpstart Quick
Dry Blowout Serum ($29) next
to reduce styling time and pro-
tect your hair against heat. She
confirms, “Always use a heat
protectant before styling with a
blow-dryer or heat tool. It’s the
most important step.”

. MASTER THE BLOWOUT

Hair can be styled with the tra-
ditional technique of a round-
brush and blow-dryer, but Drybar
now offers the Double Shot
Blow-Dryer Brush ($150) to make
achieving the look even easier.
Halaby says, “Instead of holding
two tools in your hands, you're
just working with one—it’s really
easy to use. It also has ionic tech-
nology which helps seal the hair
cuticle for less frizz and lots of
shine.”

. FINAL TOUCH

Once you've created the has-
sle-free blowout of your dreams,
there’s one last step: Chaser
High-Shine Finishing Cream
($25). Halaby says, “Pump a dol-
lop into your hand and smooth
it through the mid-shaft to ends.
The Mica ingredient within re-
flects light, gives hair a luminous
finish, and tames fly-aways.”

DRYBAR Denver: 3290 E. 1st Ave., 303.242.3513; Boulder: 1810 29th St., Suite 1026, 720.263.4101;
\T/ Lone Tree: 8423 Park Meadows Center Dr. Ste. 175, 303.552.2520; thedrybar.com
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Hi, I’'m Bob.
- I'm active all year round. I've skied and biked all over
~ Colorado, but my knees paid the price. | needed help.

' That's why | trusted OrthoColorado Hospital. The ‘ )rtho

world-class doctors and care team at OrthoColorado
gave me my life back. Thanks to them, I'm doing CO Orado
things | haven’t done since my 20s. Hosp]tal
Trust OrthoColorado Hospital to get PART OF
you back to the life you love. EEN R AR

4 Y ETE
Halligan, RN

!

Jeremy
Kinder, MD
Orthopedic Surgeon

To learn more, visit www.orthocolorado.org
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LOCAL LIGHTING
EXPERTS:
URBAN LIGHTS

h
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POPPY 8-LIGHT LINEAR
& 2-LIGHT SCONCE

ENCHANTING

EXTERIORS

ier

Sawy.

« Specifically designed to
handle harsh sun and
snow elements.

« Outdoor chandeliers
bring a warm, cozy
ambiance to any
outdoor setting!

SHOWROOM

STANDOUTS

COLORADO'S LARGEST LIGHTING & CEILING FAN
SHOWROOM HAS 20,000 SQUARE FEET OF THE HOTTEST
LIGHTING DESIGNS ON DISPLAY. WHERE DOES ONE BEGIN?
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We asked Lighting Specialist Katy Jo
Caringer of Urban Lights to guide us through
the must-see styles for spring 2020:

Ariel Large Orb:
« From the Fredrick raymond

collection by HINKLEY

« Fresh approach to the
classic mid-century modern
starburst shape

« Unexpected dash of

elegance with the addition
of sophisticated crystal
spires.

Max Large Wall Mount by Hinkley:
« Simple, clean-cut, yet captivating

« Perfect for a myriad of indoor and
outdoor spaces.

» Our lighting experts provide
complimentary design services.

« We'll ensure you have the right
size and light needed to create
your gorgeous outdoor oasis
today.

| URBAN

BILIGHTS

M-F 9-6 PM SAT 9-6 PM SUN 11-5PM
1393 S. SANTA FE DRIVE | DENVER, CO 80223
(303) 989-8895 | WWW.URBANLIGHTSDENVER.COM
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Bunny figurines from Herend.
Starting at $295. “These are
hand-painted in Hungary and
they fly out of the store.”

[ ] [ J [ ]
Bringing the registry back
WHITE PEACOCK SHOWS YOUNG COUPLES HOW TO REFRESH
AN OLD TRADITION BY susAN FORNOFF

oug Parsons has a theory about why few Denver stores maintain a bridal registry any-
more: “It could be that thing where you tend to rebel against what you grow up with.”
That said, his year-old Cherry Creek venture (with longtime local partners in The
Brass Bed nearby) is staging its own rebellion, endeavoring to show young couples how
to assemble china and everyday pieces in ways that look fresh and exciting. The couple makes an ap-
pointment, maybe with family and friends in tow, and is greeted with champagne served in Baccarat Pebbles collection from Moser
glassware and given an interactive presentation of china and crystal, 2020 style. Glassworks. Stemless martini

“It’s not like my mom, who registered for a pattern,” says Parsons. “Now you pick out a charger, glass, $150. “These come in
and then something from another company, and another. And you end up different styles and colors, and

. . . they also do beautiful vases.
with your own, special thing.”

Adds White Peacock associate Lily Neubert: “We have
this beautiful, modern space, so people can put to-
gether these china patterns in a contemporary
room and see how beautiful it can look. It
doesn’t look old lady or too traditional. It’s
fun! And it’s kind of sexy!”

Here’s a sample of the unique wares
to be found at the White Peacock,
with comments from Parsons.

Oriente Italiano from Richard Ginori
1735. Dinner plate, $95. “People have
been flipping over the colors and
how you can mix them. It's hot.”

WHITE PEACOCK

china, glassware, gifts
2440 E 3rd Ave.
whitepeacockdenver.com

Acrylic flatware from Sabre
(Paris). Salad set, $34. “Fun,
bright, and colorful for spring.”
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LaCour Stoneworks is proud to offer the

highest quality stone and materials for your

remodeling or building project.

Soapstone is our specialty, but our

knowledge doesn’t end there. We work
on all kinds of custom stone projects,
providing expert fabrication and instal
services for countertops, sinks an

fireplaces, and more.

Call us for a quote and mention our ad for
10% off your first order. Conditions apply.
(720) 570-0467

STONEWORKS

STONE COUNTERTOP EXPERTS

Cut-to-size, Fabrication, Installation, and Slab Sales

lacourstoneworks.com



Welcome back, Moosehorn Cabin.

We’ve missed you.

When you dream about a mountain home, what do you see?

Something warm and cozy?

With great spaces for your friends and family to gather?

Lots of outdoor living - because that’s why you're in the mountains, right?

And of course - something that combines rustic mountain character with modern luxury?
Well - you can wake up now - no need for dreaming any longer.

The Moosehorn Cabin at Rendezvous truly has everything you want in a mountain home.

Spring will bring 12 new MooseHorns
Don't miss out as they always sell quickly.

Check us out online or drop in

View the enhanced MooseHorn floorplans online. Better yet, drop by the Rendezvous
Sales Center to view the plans and visit the MooseHorn building sites. Then enjoy
dinner on us at Deno's!

A

Beauty:
Unequalled scenery
and wildlife (bar none)

%

Adventure:
1-1/2 times anywhere else
(It's Grand County!)

e

Denver-close:
1/2 the travel time...
no tunnel nightmare

&

Savings:
Up to 50% among
Rocky Mountain resorts

RENDEZVOUSCOLORADO.COM

970.726.5177

RENDEZVOUS/GRAND ELK SALES CENTER « OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
77795 US HWY 40 - BETWEEN WINTER PARK & FRASER

RENDEZVOUS

KDELBEL

Mountai
M C;:mulnnltles

Wi
Parkey

BuckHorn Townhomes
From the mid $600s

ElkHorn Townhomes

From the $600s

RamsHorn Cabins
From $1,250,000

Custom Homesites
Starting at $350,000
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THREE PLACES

FOR MORE BIRDING
DESTINATIONS IN
COLORADO, TURN
TOP.124.
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. | On the comeback tra |
% Colorado Parks & Wildlifelicounted just two active bald eagles’ nests in the state *-_::.‘-‘-"
% in 1978, when the nation’s symbol of freedom had dwindled to near extinction. d-v
8 This year, eagle-eyed birders might spot mate-for-life couples and their young g -
S in parks in all four guadrants of the state, including: Yampa River State Park in 3 l “ .
H_-I" the northwest, Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area in the southeast, Sweitzer ‘ |
g State Park in the southwest—and, especially, Brighton’s Barr Lake State Park, LS
§ which is home to the Bird Conservatory of the Rockies and the Bald Eagle Watch . " i ’
A Program. At latest count, what were once two active nests are now more than
<Z[ 200 around the state, including the Jackson Lake home of the proud survivor \
4 —= shown here. Don’t forget your binoculars! \
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wander street view

Pearl Street

South

VISIT DENVER'S HISTORIC SHOPPING AREA

istorical South Pearl Street is home to First Friday Art Walks and
an impressive farmers' market. Whether you're attending those
events or just walking along to take in a piece of Denver’s culture,
these places are must-sees.

1. Uno Mas Taqueria

y Cantina

® Stop by this taqueria
for lunch and enjoy a va-
riety of innovative street
tacos, made with local
ingredients, and a mar-
garita or two! There are
offerings for carnivores
and vegetarians alike. If
you find yourself wanting
something a little more
Italian inspired, their sister
restaurant, Kaos Pizzeria,
is just down the block.
1585 South Pearl St.,
unomastaqueria.com

2. Common Threads
® This boutique con-
signment shop, which

BY MARTHA BRINKMAN

started in 2007 in
Boulder and expanded
to South Pearl in 2011,
offers a wide range of
designer clothing and
shoes in like-new condi-
tion. This is a great stop
for gifts for loved ones,
trendy items for special
occasions, or just a new
piece to update your
wardrobe.

1575 South Pearl St.,
shopcommonthreads.com

3. Second Star to
the Right Children’s
Book Store

® Do you have a young
literary scholar in your
life? Step into this whim-

122 denverlifemagazine.com | MARCH 2020

sical book and toy store,
which also hosts events
like Storytime and a
young adult book club,
among other fun activi-

ties throughout the year.

1545 South Pearl St.,
secondstartotheright
books.com

4. Gallery 1505

® This one’s for the

art connoisseurs! The
gallery houses an ev-
er-changing inventory
of works by local artists.
Step in to take a peek at
what’s on display, pick
out the perfect addition
to your collection, or
even purchase a piece
of beautiful handcrafted
jewelry.

1505 South Pearl St.,
gallery1505.com

5. Sushi Den

® If you're craving some
seriously sensational
sushi, fret not in our
landlocked state. Sushi
Den’s seafood is flown
in daily from Tokyo, so it
offers the international
delicacy in the most au-

thentic—and fresh—way
possible. If this venue
seems a tad too formal
for a weeknight out, do
lunch there or stop by its
sister restaurants, |za-
kaya Den and Ototo.
1487 South Pearl St.,
sushiden.com

6. Stella’s Gourmet
Coffee and Such

® In the morning or for
an afternoon pick me up,
visit Stella’s! Get your
caffeine fix with a cup of
specialty coffee or tea
and curb your appetite
with a scrumptious ba-
gel or other baked good.
1476 South Pearl St.,
stellascoffee.com

7. Que Bueno

Suerte!

® For a traditional yet
chic take on Mexican
food, visit Que Bueno
Suerte! (with an excla-
mation point). This new-
er restaurant, opened in
2016, is holding its own
in this historic district
by showcasing flavors
from the various regions

of Mexico. It’s open for
dinner every night and
offers brunch on the
weekends.

1518 South Pearl St.,
gbsuerte.com

8. 5 Green Boxes

® Housed in two separate
spaces is locally-owned
5 Green Boxes. One store
offers unique furnishings
and knick-knacks while
the other features lovely
embroidered clothing,
funky jewelry, and unique
souvenirs. This is a great
stop while strolling down
South Pearl and a fun
place to get gifts during
your visit.

1570 and 1596 South
Pearl St.,
5greenboxes.com

illustration by CHRIS DENT

UNOMASTAQUERIA.COM; 5 GREEN BOXES



Let Lehrer's helpnyuu turn
your room from

dinary...

[m]

to EXTRAURDINARY!

WITH A NEW '
FIREPLACE FROM < " S

DENVER: HIGHLANDS RANCH: LAKEWOOD
2085 S. Holly St. 5751 E. County Line PI. 10500 W. Colfax Ave
Denver,CO 80222  Highlands Ranch, CO 80126 Lakewood, CO 80215
303-756-3567 303-795-2507 303-238-3800
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wander wanderlust

: _ MOUNTAIN MIGRANTS THE CRANES IN MONTE VISTA

Three places to...

Go Birding!

Find some solace and ease into nature through an often-overlooked pastime:
birding. Colorado is home to a variety of ecosystems and more than 400
species, giving us some of the best birding experiences in the country. This
spring, head all over the state to discover the array of birdcentric excursions
and festivals.—Sydney Feldhaus

MONTE VISTA
CRANE FESTIVAL

This is the festival

where the sandhill
cranes—20,000 of them,
to be exact—meet the
mountains. From March 6
to 8, experts will lead bus
tours each morning at the
Monte Vista National Wild-
life Refuge. It doesn’t stop
there. Options include key-
note speakers, wetlands
tours, a craft/nature fair,
and even activities for the
children to enjoy. Tickets
range from $5 to $20.
mvcranefest.org

HOTEL TELLURIDE
For a more upscale bird-
ing experience, consider
the “Wings over Telluride”
package. Starting in June,
this spot offers a three-
night stay, daily breakfast
for two, and either a half
or full day of birding ac-
tivities. There is a guided
birding excursion in the
San Juan mountains, fol-
lowed by a scenic picnic
lunch, along with some
birding amenities to keep
you comfortable. (Sun-
screen, anyone?) Packages
start at $1,099.
thehoteltelluride.com

MOUNTAIN PLOVER
FESTIVAL

Head southeast to Karval
for a birding festival that
has a central theme of
community. From April 24
to 26, there will be bird
watching, history, enter-
tainment, and the arts. To
really immerse yourself,
stay with local ranchers
while you receive multiple
tours, free home-cooked
meals, and entry into a
photo contest. Packages
range from $150 to $400.
mountainploverfestival.com

HOTEL INDIGO
1801 Wewatta St., indigodenver.com

WHY GO NOW? Hotel Indigo appeals to
locals with its pet-pampering policy and fre-
quent promotions that include discounts of
up to 25 percent for Colorado residents and

a special Urban Explorer package this spring.
Only a few blocks from the Union Station light
rail station and just across the street from the
train station itself; it’s a perfect place to escape
weekend chores for a night or two—especially
if you've got tickets to see the Nuggets, Avs, or
your favorite crooner at the Pepsi Center.

WHAT YOU GET: Rooms are ultra-modern
and—good to know with the steam plant next
door—ultra-quiet. Barn doors, hardwood
floors, polished concrete ceilings, and plush
beds give a luxurious, contemporary feel. Tip:
Vast views of the city await on the eighth floor!

THE EXTRAS: Union Station offers a happy
hour buffet of such gourmet bites, brews, and
libations, one can while away the afternoon
enjoyably knowing that respite is only steps
away at the Indigo. There, the food, whisky,
and staff at Hearth & Dram, just off the Indigo
lobby, push a stay over the top. A whisky flight
at the bar with Guy serves up education with
indulgence. And there’s this possibility for the
footloose and fancy-free: At the bottom of
Hearth’s brunch menu Day Drinking section is
the entry “Take The Elevator Home” at market
price. While you enjoy your brunch and $15
bottomless mimosas, ask the staff about that—
you might be in for a steal of a one-night room
deal! —Susan Fornoff

|||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||||

+ Avon has welcomed to its posh lodging
lineup Cohabit, a new pod hotel offering
small (not spartan) sleeping quarters with a gateway port for boat trips to Channel Islands ~ way will be undergoing repairs until at least
boutique hotel feel at under $100 nightly. National Park. visitoxnard.com next year. pikes-peak.com

+Through April, it's whale-watching

+ Pikes Peak’s new Summit House has a
season off the coast of Oxnard, Calif, a

fall opening planned, but the Cog Rail-
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THRILL OR CHILL? TAKE YOUR PICK AT ICON PARK.

experience

FAMILY FUN
IN ORLANDO

Lots happening!

Denver’s favorite Florida destination prom-
ises a host of new attractions in 2020, rang-
ing from thrilling/terrifying/stomach-churn-
ing rides to a value hotel. Fly nonstop

to Orlando via Frontier, Spirit, United, or
Southwest airlines this spring, and you
might be among the first to experience:

® The world’s tallest slingshot ride, cata-
pulting thrill-seekers 450 feet into the air,
at ICON Park.

® “Mickey and Minnie’s Runaway Railway,”
the first Mickey-themed ride-through
attraction, at Disney’s Hollywood Studios.

lando Resort March 17, with a whopping
2,050 rooms at not-so-wallet-whipping
rates as low as $76 a night.

@ Ice Breaker, a coaster of sorts at Sea-
world with four big-air launches, culmi-
nating in the “steepest beyond-vertical
drop in Florida—a 93-feet-tall spike with
100-degree angle.”

® At Epcot, three new films and the big-
gest nighttime spectacular ever staged at
a Disney park.

® Or, use your points at the JW Marriott
Orlando Bonnet Creek Resort & Spa, a
more upscale property opening in March.
There’s always a place to sleep in Orlan-
do: It ranks second only to Las Vegas in
number of hotel rooms. Zzzzzzzzzz...

® Of course, there’'s more. Time your visit
just right, and you could be the first to
sleep in a hotel bed: The Dockside Inn
and Suites are opening at Universal Or-

® The Bourne Stuntacular, a “cutting-edge
live-action stunt show” at Universal Stu-
dios Florida.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

gear and gadgets

STAY THE COURSE

Think you'll never need a compass? Think again, and heed these tips
for navigating with the most underestimated tool in your hiking pack.

In an age where advanced outdoor tech is all the rage, don’t forget about the tried and
true instruments that will always have you covered—like the compass. Says Joshua Ba-
ruch, owner and senior guide/educator at Boulder-based Colorado Wilderness Rides and
Guides, “Technology keeps improving every year, but there’s a gap in terms of what the
tech is able to do. Making sure you can still do accurate, reliable navigating allows you to
make better decisions in the field. It's important, even if you're using mobile apps or other
technology, to have a fundamental basis of how to use a compass.” Baruch used knowl-
edge from his 23 years of backcountry experience to compile his most valuable pointers
for best utilizing the centuries-old navigation device:

® Always maintain the same orientation
in reference to your body. Baruch says,
“Instead of turning your compass, turn
your body—making sure the compass is
oriented in reference to your center.” He
recommends using your belly-button as
your center point of reference.

¥ ® Supplement navigation with oth-
er technology or mobile apps,
but never replace the compass
entirely. Baruch says, “On long
trips or in cold environments,
using a compass instead of relying
solely on applications will ensure you'll

still be able to navigate if batteries die or
conditions deteriorate.”

® Pay attention to your surroundings.
Baruch says, “A compass is a metallic in-
strument, so while you're taking readings,
it’s critical to make sure that you're not on
metal or in a metal environment. Materials
in your environment can inhibit proper use
of the device”

Visit coloradowildernessridesandguides.com
or read their “Essentials of Backcountry
Navigation” article for more information.
—Erin Malcolm

SUUNTO MB-6 NH

126 denvgflifemagazine.com | MARCH 2020

Feature-packed compass in a handy matchbox style case. $80, suunto.com

ICON PARK, VISITORLANDO.COM; SUUNTO.COM
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FAT TIRES GIVE CYCLISTS A CHANCE TO ENJOY THE SNOW.

BY KATIE COAKLEY

t was overcast with a crisp breeze

that was gaining in strength at

Snow Mountain Ranch near

Granby. Snow was in the forecast;
both the meteorologist and the gath-
ering clouds seemed to agree on the
expected 3-5 inches of fresh powder. As
my friends and I walked our bikes to
the trailhead, we noticed the weather
but didn’t let it dissuade us from our
intended ride. After all, snow was what
we were here for.

I swung my leg over the bike frame,
looked at my friends and said, “OK,
let’s go.”

The three of us had rented fat bikes

128 denverlifemagazine.com | MARCH 2020

as an alternative to snowshoeing and
cross-country skiing to tour around
Snow Mountain Ranch’s expansive
terrain. With fat bikes, we could cover
more ground and get a decent work-
out. Plus, all three of us knew how to
ride a bike; my cross-country skiing
skills are somewhere between laugh-
able and nonexistent. We set off on the
marked, groomed trail, our tires creat-
ing fat lines on the snow as we headed
into the evergreens.

Cycling isn’t a new sport, but fat
bikes didn’t really start entering the
collective consciousness until 2010
when two companies, Surly and Salsa,

WONDERLAND released complete fat
WINTER CY(LING OFFERS— bikes into bike shops
STEAMBOAT SPRINGS, .

e, L reviously, the fat

ABOVE. bike consisted of just
a frame and a fork,

constructed with mountain bike parts

and the signature oversized tires.) Rock-

STEAMBOAT SPRINGS CHAMBER/DAVID EPPERSON; LIAM DORAN
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ing almost comically fat tires that range

in width from four to five inches, these
bikes expanded cycling season to year-
round, allowing avid riders and novices

alike to take to the snow-covered trails i
L=

during winter.

The secret is in the tires: Inflated to
a lower pressure than standard bike
tires, these fatties float, carrying riders
over snow and slush that would nor-
mally suck skinnier tires in like quick-
sand. As a result, fat bikes are seen in
a wide variety of snowy scenes, from
groomed cross-country trails to bike
paths and downhill trails. There are
races, like the Borealis Fat Bike World
Championships in Crested Butte every
January. But unlike some other types
of cycling, the feel is laid back: This
year’s race festivities included a Fat
Bike Polo tournament on downtown

Elk Avenue on Friday night.

After all, it can be hard to take yourself

seriously while on a bike with tires this

size, so why not make it fun?

Fat biking is fun. There’s some-

thing almost magical about peddling

through a winter wonderland, the

snow crunching and squeaking under
your tires. It can be a workout; if the
snow is too soft or fresh, riding can feel
like you're slogging through mud. But
when the conditions are right, there’s
no better way to spend an afternoon
than cruising through the snow on two

perfectly fat wheels.

GETTING A GRIP SNOW CANNOT DETER A FAT BIKE.

S T

<

X e CIReRey
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READY TO HIT THE SNOW ON A FAT BIKE?

@® GRANBY
Snow Mountain Ranch at
YMCA of the Rockies in
Granby has 10 kilometers of
groomed trails reserved for fat
biking. Bikes in three different
adult sizes can be rented from
the Nordic Center. Rentals
are $60 for a full day, $40 for
a half day and $20 per hour.
snowmountainranch.org

(@ KREMMLING
Latigo Ranch is not only a
working dude ranch in Krem-
mling—it has also operated
as a cross-country ski center
for the past 28 seasons. Here,

Here are a handful of Colorado locations that are ready to ride:

you can bypass the horses

and explore 50 kilometers of
groomed trails in pristine, quiet
beauty. No onsite rentals.
latigotrails.com

(® LEADVILLE

Explore more than 50 miles
of free groomed trails around
Leadville and the bike-friendly
network at the Tennessee Pass
Nordic Center. Stick to their
trails or head to the 11.6-mile
Mineral Belt Trail, where you
can cruise past historic mine
sites and enjoy stupendous
views of the Sawatch Range.
tennesseepass.com
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@ BRECKENRIDGE

Breckenridge has a great
network of trails to explore,
whether you stick to the Blue
River bike path or opt for a
more spirited cruise with a
guided fat bike beer and dis-
tillery tour. Still haven’t run
out of steam? Gold Run Nordic
Center offers a fun and “mod-
erately strenuous” full moon
fat bike ride for $10. Rentals
start at $15 per hour.
breckenridgerecreation.com

(5 STEAMBOAT SPRINGS

In Steamboat Springs, How-
elsen Hill’s Nordic trails are

open to fat bikes (except from
2 p.m. to 6 p.m. weekdays)
and both Haymaker and Lake
Catamount Nordic centers
offer fat bike specific trails as
well. Lake Catamount has a
fat-bike-exclusive single-track
that ranges from 5 to 10 ki-
lometers long, depending on
snow conditions; Haymaker
Nordic Center offers 10 kilome-
ters of single track exclusively
for fat bikes with three loop
options, including a gentle
loop for beginners. Rentals at
Haymaker start at $19; half day
is $25 and full day is $35.
steamboatchamber.com

JESSE UNRUH



Mountain Resort

Much more than a hotel! Spacious 1, 2 and
3 bedroom alpine chalet style condos and
townhomes, combined with unmatched

complimentary amenities for a distinctive
mountain retreat at an exceptional value.

CLUB AMENITIES RESORT AMENITIES

* All encompassing health club * Free wifi

e 25-meter year round heated pool * Free parking for resort guests

* Hot tubs, sauna & steam rooms e 2 convenient stops for Vail’s

* 8 tennis courts / 3 clay (seasonally) free shuttle service

* Free fitmess classes such as * Complimentary firewood
yoga, pilates & spin (seasonally)

* (n-site Restaurant & Bar

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4695 Vail Racquet Club Drive

WWW.VailRacquetClub.Com
Vail, CO 81657 » 970-476-4840 « 800-428-4840 3 bedrooms start at $345 for up to 8 guests.
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Turn back the clock

LET THE KIDS HAVE THEIR BARS AND TRENDY HOT SPOTS. IT'S
TIME TO FEEL YOUNG AGAIN IN THE FLORIDA KEYS. BY ALLYSON REEDY

‘m still not entirely sure how I ended up in Florida for Adult Spring Break.

I've never been a fan of the state. The humidity, the bugs, and my irrational
fear of fish—which always seemed to zero in on my legs when I was in Florida
waters—had kept my beach vacations to pretty much anywhere but Florida.

But it had been a rough year. I recently separated from my husband of 12 years,
and one of our two young children had taken it particularly un-well. The past several
months had been intensely sad, heartbreaking, and exhausting. So when my aunt of-
fered to take my kids for spring break week, I couldn’t throw them at her fast enough.

132 denverlifemagazine.com | MARCH 2020

SPLISH SPLASH

KEY WEST'S COOL PLEASURES
CAN INCLUDE FISH ENCOUNTERS,
LEFT, AND NIGHTS ON A SAILBOAT,
BELOW.
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I started planning my own spring break
trip. First to Cuba, then Costa Rica, then
Mexico. For a variety of reasons, none of
those destinations worked out, but the
Sunshine State did. And somehow, in the
end, I had the greatest-ever Adult Spring
Break in the Florida Keys with my best
friend, whom I'd known since we were
young enough to have actual, real-life,
public school spring breaks.

This was my first time in the Keys,
and I found the 125-mile long strand of
islands to be pretty different from my
previous Floridian experiences. It was less
humid, less buggy, and, I'm happy to re-
port, the fish stayed away from my legs.

We started in Key West, where we
spent three days and nights on an an-
chored sailboat we rented from Airbnb.
We couldn’t have had a better time had
we stayed at the world’s most luxurious
resort. Our stunning aquatic surround-
ings in tranquil Cow Key more than made
up for our boat’s lack of amenities (like
refrigeration, plumbing, air conditioning,
space to walk around, and pretty much
any other amenity you can think of).

I felt the happiest I'd felt in years ex-
ploring the glass-like waters via kayak,
gleefully trying to match my strokes to my
friend’s as we glided across the water. We
navigated—and I mean navigated—man-
groves searching for jellyfish and mana-
tees, we snorkeled, alone and unbothered,
with tens of nurse sharks, and each night

FLORIDA KEYS NEWS BUREAU, BOB CARE; KEY WEST DOCK, AMBER KIPP
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we docked our kayak for dinner, instead
of parking a car.

One night we rowed ourselves to
shore and hit Key West’s bar-lined,
Bourbon Street-esque Duval Street,
which overflowed with stereotypical
(read: younger) spring breakers. That
jaunt was enough for us to fully sur-
render to the slower pace of our Adult
Spring Break, which, at age 87, no lon-
ger involved 2 a.m. beer bongs.

As much as we adored staying on our
little sailboat, after three days we were
ready for a shower and toilet that had,
you know, walls around it. We drove
north to Key Largo, where we checked
into Baker’s Cay Resort, a beautiful, na-
ture-inspired property tucked into a lush,
waterfront setting.

Coming oft the sailboat experience,
merely having air conditioning seemed
extravagant, but Baker’s Cay further
spoiled us with a balcony overlooking
Florida Bay, an Aveda-stocked spa, and a
tiki bar smack dab on one of the resort’s
two private beaches.

On the rare occasion we left our lounge
chairs on Coconut Beach, it was to ex-
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plore more of that amazing water, which
might be the most consistently clear I've
ever seen. With an abundance of both
coral reefs and shipwrecks, Key Largo is
known as the dive capital of the world,
and while we didn’t do any diving, we
were blown away by the variety of fish
and colorful coral we encountered snor-
keling around White Bank.

By the time our week in the Keys was
up, I'd made a few breakthroughs. I could
most certainly find joy in post-divorce
life, Florida was pretty cool after all, and
every adult should get a spring break.

LAZY DAYS

BAKERS CAY RESORT, TOP
HAS JUST THE SPOT FOR
RELAXING AFTER A DAY
OF WATER SPORTS THAT
MIGHT INCLUDE STAND-UP
PADDLEBOARDING.

WHATT0 DO

® There are beaches
and bars, Ernest
Hemingway'’s house
and an artisan vil-
lage, but come on,
you're there for

the water. Charter

a fishing boat, hop
on a paddleboard
at John Pennekamp
Coral Reef State
Park, dive a ship-
wreck, snorkel with
nurse sharks, kayak
a mangrove maze,
zip around on a jet
ski, or just settle in
for the afternoon on
an oversize floatie.
When you're in the
Keys, you'll want to
get wet.

WHAT TO EAT

® After eating your
weight in conch frit-
ters and stone crab
and “researching”
all of the delicacies
at Cuban bakeries,
you'll have to push
through the fullness
for key lime pie.

Key West’s Blue
Heaven restaurant—
where Oprah’s a big
fan—is a favorite

for its vertiginous,
meringue-topped
slices. You can even
have it for breakfast;
we won't tell.

WHERE TO STAY

® Hurricane Irma
may have tem-
porarily knocked
down Baker’s Cay
Resort in 2017, but
it didn’t knock it
out. The 200-room,
waterfront luxury
resort reopened in
February 2019 with
a refreshed look;
use it as your base-
camp for exploring
Key Largo’s storied
waters. (Rates from
$280 May-Decem-
ber; $475 Janu-
ary-April)

® Airbnb.com has
many quirky rentals
in the Keys, from
tiny houses at sea to
a floating barrel cab-
in to rustic sailboats.

FLORIDA KEYS NEWS BUREAU, BOB CARE; BAKER’S CAY RESORT, SUP, ISHAN @SEEFROMTHESKY
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that was then...

Line 1in the sand

The region surrounding the GREAT SAND DUNES, in the southwestern corner of
the state, includes some of the most unique land Colorado has to offer. The area
has rivers, tundra, mountains, grasslands, and of course the main draw, the tall-
est sand dunes in North America. Now preserved as a national park, the dunes
first gained federal protection on March 17, 1932, when President Herbert Hoover
signed an act declaring the region a national monument. Up to that point, the
sands had been open for exploitation, and settlers of the San Juan Mountain
region, looking to extract their fortunes from the land, mined gold from the area

PANORAMA IT'S AHIKER'S
VIEW LIKE NO OTHER, WITH
DUNES AND PEAKS VISIBLE
FOR MILES IN THE GREAT
SAND DUNES WILDERNESS
AND GREAT SAND DUNES

, NATIONAL PRESERVE.

and used the sand itself to produce concrete. Thankfully, locals of the San Luis Valley advocated for
the dunes’ protection—an effort that included a massive letter-writing campaign from local chapters
of the Philanthropic Educational Organization Sisterhood. Hoover’s 1932 declaration paved the way
for the dunes to become the Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve that we know and love

today. —Ben Goldsmith
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