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Williams Morgan are the oldest family run motor dealership in the UK, having been
established since 1911. We are here to help you realise your dream. Call us today to

Williams Morgan
 New Cars | Used Cars | Service | Parts | Hire | Motorsport | Upgrades | ECU Mapping
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CALL US TO PLACE YOUR DEPOSIT TODAY
ON 01454 315112

Morgan Babydoll - 2013

Morgan Plus 4 110

2006 4/4 70th Anniversry Morgan Ps 4 Narrow

Edition. Full babydoll spec. 255bhp. Sunset Yellow, Black Body One off Morgan - Huge
Stunning looking car, Heron ~ No 5 of 13. A great mix of  leather,full 70th spec, 41,000  Specification. Finished in
Grey, Cuba Letaher, road and track. A rare miles, folding windscreen, Porsche Heron Grey and
Mohair, Valence, Black Morgan to be offered for wood wheel, over riders, Cuba leather, Power upgrade
Wires, sale. Huge specification. classic hubbed wheels, with lots of extras.

NOW ONLY - £49,995 NOW ONLY - £49,995 NOW ONLY - £29.995 NOW ONLY - £54,995
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New Morgan - 2019 Morgan Plus 4 - 2015 Morgan 4 Seater - 2001 Morgan Plus 8 - 2013

Bentley Velvet Red with Met Silver with Mulberry Emerald Green Met with Rosso Red over blck leather,
magnolia leather. Red leather, stainless wire Red leather. full width Stunning car. Black Aero
mohair weather gear and wheels, over riders, black bumpers, chrome wire Supersport alloys, full
stainless wires, over riders, mohair hood, spare wheel,  wheels, mohair weather gear, mohair in black. 9,250 miles
walnut dash and more..... walnut dash, UJ badges luggage rack and more..... FSH from new.

NOW ONLY - £53,995 NOW ONLY - £41,995 NOW ONLY - £61,995 NOW ONLY - £79,995

laruest selection of New and Used Muruan Carsinthe UK
Morgan for the Bristol / Bath / South West / Cotswolds / Somerset / Gloucestershire

Williams Morgan | 01454 315112 | www.williamsmorgan.co.uk
Totteroak Courtyard, Horton, Chipping Sodbury, Bristol, BS37 6QG
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EDITOR’S
LETTER

ncertainty breads creativity, that is to say uncertainty is

not a bad thing. Creativity is always to be encouraged.

Since I last sat down to write my monthly welcome
to MOG, life has been full of uncertainty. Would Gladys my
Four Seater pass her MOT? Would all our contributors get their
articles in before their deadlines? Would we get to see a Plus Six
any time soon? Most importantly, would it ever stop raining? Well,
as it happens with a lot of creativity on the part of a lot of people,
here we are. We have a brand new edition, and life is good. It is
an edition that reflects Morgan’s sporting heritage that we hope
will encourage you to have a go on a track, at least once, and fully
appreciate your Mog’s full potential. A bit of creativity on the part
of a skilled mechanic got Gladys through her MOT, so she should
be on camera ship duties again next month. Some creative packing,
and route planning, ensured that no one got wet. Then most
important of all, Morgan’s finest creation to date shone in the sun at
Dunstan Hall. We have all enjoyed putting it together, we hope you

enjoy it.
All the Best

Nigel Bradford, Editor

www.mogmag.co.uk 003
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NEWS

NEW

SIX IN
THE SUN

aking its UK Debut at
the MSCC’s Victory
Mog event at Dunstan
Hall, Norfolk, the Plus Six made

a great impression on all who saw

it, including Charles Morgan. The
car looked absolutely splendid,
bathed in sunshine. The Plus

Six drew almost exclusively

positive comments, though a regarding the spaciousness of of the old tried and tested Classics.
few concerns were made about the cockpit. A couple of dealer Before the event 135 firm orders
the lack of a manual gearbox. technicians remarked on how easy  for a Plus Six had been placed,
Everyone appreciated the looks it should be to work on as the car that’s before anyone had driven the
and proportions of the car. Many is clearly a brand new design from  car! How does it drive? We’ll know
positive comments were made the wheels up, and not an evolution  very soon!

nce again Morgan abike! Enquiries were coming in an old friend, Jayne Jones, in the

Motor Company thick and fast from many quarters. food hall enjoying her new life as a

had pride of place Of course the Show is primarily purveyor of the finest vegan sausages.
with their trade stand at the UK’s a chance for farmers to show oft

premier country show. The show their prize beasts, and this year did

has rich marketing potential for not disappoint. It is also a splendid
Morgan, because as the saying opportunity to try all sorts of produce
goes, I've never seen a farmer on and Mog was very pleased to see

006 www.mogmag.co.uk



NEWS

PYRRHIC VICTORY FOR TONY HIRST AT MALLORY PARK

ust as MOG was going

to press news of the

latest round of the
Morgan Challenge reached us
concerning the Morgan UWR
Works team. Readers will know
that since the team’s introduction
of the Club Sport cars last season
drivers Craig Hamilton-Smith
and Tony Hirst have been locked
together in extremely close
competition, with Tony just
having the better of his team
mate. They have exchanged paint
samples on a couple of occasions
but this race saw a little bit more
than that. In Tony’s words,

“Craig got a little giddy on the

first bend of lap three, possibly
due to over confidence, because
to be fair he had been superb in
qualifying. Both CSs had been
brilliant in the dry and in the
wet. But the race was run in the
wettest conditions imaginable,
the track even had patches of
standing water. But on that
bend, he just had a slightly too
heavy right boot and gave me

the gentlest of touches. He was

COUNTIES SHOW

ok, he span twice and carried on.

I managed to get a little speed off
the car in the gravel but as soon as I
was on the grass [ was a passenger.
My only destination possible from
that point was the barrier.”

The shunt was drawn to the
attention of the clerk of the course,
who summoned both drivers. Tony
was asked if he wished to complain,
but such is the nature of their
comradeship Tony took Hobson’s
Choice and dismissed the idea
completely. Craig had finished third
and he didn’t want to jeopardise

Craig’s position on the podium.

So Craig escaped with a class
victory and his championship
points, as opposed to penalty
points on his racing licence.
Tony Just smiled and is very
much looking forward to the
next round during the Peter
Morgan Memorial Meeting at
Donington.

Let’s hope that in his
centenary year as many Morgans
as possible turn up to witness
Peter’s grandson Craig resume
his close combat with Tony. Full

reports of all races will feature in
later editions of MOG.

www.mogmag.co.uk 007



MOG MAIL

CONTACT US AT:
letters@mogmag.co.uk

DEARMOG,
I always look forward to
MOGMAG as there is a good
balance of articles both Morgan
and un -Morgan alike. The layout
has also improved greatly in
my opinion and so nice not to
see white text on black pages
anymore. I enjoy the “Handmade
in Britain” articles; I know there
have been adverse comments
about non-Morgan articles but I
say keep ‘em coming,

Yours is a thankless task as editor
but you are definitely onto a winner
with MOGMAG so my following

bit of criticism is meant positively

m * S tar Le ttel" This months winner of a really useful prize

in my opinion, is a really good
little magazine so well done
young man. Just have a word
with the proof reader perhaps
over a nice mug of teaand a

ginger nut or three.

I've added a few photos
of my Mog in her summer driving
finery. We had a short tour of Wales
that coincided with that really
hot spell. So, in very un-Morgan
fashion we donned roof, removed
side screens and rolled up the rear
window and hey presto! All the
delights of topless driving (except
for the sky view) with none of the
burnt head or roasted backside from

like sitting on the beach at 70mph
in leather armchairs. And what is
wrong with that?

Regards,
Charlie Beeden

Thanks Charlie. What a kind letter
and what a great looking Mog.
We have been and are doing our

very best to improve. Glad you

and intended to help improve what,  being parked in full sun. Forusitwas  appreciate us!
DEARMOG,
I have not renewed my subscription Many thanks for your feedback we all  there would be no MOG.

due to the amount of adverts and non-
related Morgan issues. The magazine
should be Morgan from front to rear.

Stuck with it for six months but did
no improvement.

Malcolm Sapsford

appreciate it.

Sadly we cannot keep every reader
happy and whilst I do completely
understand your feedback you have
to understand we are a commercial

organisation and without advertising

All of our contributors are Morgan
enthusiasts, so we take the view that if
a subject interests us, it will interest the
reader. Letters such as our star letter
this month reflect that view. We are

sorry that MOG was not for you.

DEARMOG,

Firstly apologies, I had believed I

had sent this email some weeks ago...
Oops. In reference to your request for
collective noun suggestions for tour
guides. ‘Passion’ seems to be one of
those words that is bandied around a

lot currently.

008 www.mogmag.co.uk

For instance, people at job
interviews might be asked, “What
is your passion?” The definition
of Passion is: a ‘strong and barely
controllable emotion: I think being
asked that at job interview sounds a
little odd?

So instead of a “Passion” of tour

guides, I am going to plump for a
“knowledge” of tour guides), as in the
London Black Cabbie’s exam and in
keeping with our motoring theme!
Adam Fenwick

They are a passionate bunch, and they
certainly know their stuff. Thanks.
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GLORIOUS GOODWOOD "

- the
_@ Morgan’s day a

better, s

ad

There’s nothing like a track day for getting to know your car
and just having fun. Brands Hatch

probably the best one there is, —~—

~ MOG went along for the ride, the view, and most of all, the craic.

WORDS Nigel Bradford PHOTOGRAPHY Jason Dodds

emember Summer 20192 Remember how
R unusually it followed straight on from Winter,
before we were hauled back into what seems

like the wettest eternal Spring on record. Remember how

gloriously the sun shone, well that was how it was for the
Brands Hatch Morgan day at Goodwood. There were 40

Mogs on the track and more just turning up for a day out

in the sun.

Somehow the thought of Goodwood without sunshine
just seems as unlikely as Rolls without Royce, but it wasn’t
the weather that caused BHM to move their track day

010 www.mogmag.co.uk

I — .

from their namesake neighbouring track to Sussex. BHM
has been running track days for over 20 years. Originally
the Kent circuit was the venue, but new ownership of the
track brought with it a reluctance to have single marque
track days at an affordable price. Around ten years ago
Goodwood welcomed the idea of a Morgan only day, and
the event has been thriving there ever since.

Home to the Members Meeting and the Revival,
Goodwood Circuit was formerly RAF Westhampnett,
construction stated in 1938 as a satellite field for RAF

Tangmere. The station was where Douglas Bader, the >
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GLORIOUS GOODWOOD

legless fighter ace, was based when he was shot down over
France in 1941. The period feel, beautiful Sussex location
and challenging track all make Goodwood a hugely
popular venue.

The circuit, which is basically the old airfield perimeter
track, held its first race meeting on the 18th of September
1948, and Stirling Moss won the 500cc race in his Cooper.

The track is 2.367 miles long, and the seven turns
took Nick Padmore only 1 minute and 17.09 seconds to
complete at the 2016 Revival, earning him the outright lap
record and the Bruce McLaren trophy. At an average speed

012 www.mogmag.co.uk
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of 111.16 mph in his Lola T70 it is unlikely that a Morgan
is ever going to equal this! The lap record for a Morgan is
held by Keith Ahlers in his SLR who lapped in 1 minute
33.6 seconds at an average speed of 90.4 mph during the
2012 Revival.

For the track day drivers came from far and wide, it
is important to stress that this is an open event for all
Morgans and their owners, and not just BHM customers.
3 Wheelers are also welcome on the track. Owners
attended from all over the UK, including the far north

and Cornwall. This year there were a few attendees from >
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GLORIOUS GOODWOOD

mainland Europe, but it must be said that recent political
developments resulted in their numbers being slightly
reduced this year. Happily one continental owner had
confirmed his provisional booking only the day before.
Itis to be hoped that our Lords and Masters can sort
themselves out well before next year’s event.

If you have never participated in a track day you may be
reading this and thinking, why would I go on one? Equally
you may have considered a track day and dismissed it as
something far too dangerous for you and your precious

Morgan. Well, first and foremost remember your Mog s a

sports car, that is to say that motorsport and the track are
part of its DNA. On this particular day you will only be on
the track with Mogs. Initially similar ones to yours, driven
by owners such as yourself. The only difference is that they
have decided to go for it!

It is true to say that the prospect of taking any Morgan
worth several thousand pounds on a track shared with hot
hatchbacks costing a few hundred pounds and driven by
spotty youths is not an attractive proposition. But please
remember when that youth was you, and how fast you

wanted to drive then! This is why this Morgans only day is

014 www.mogmag.co.uk



amust for a first experience.

BHM's day is possibly unique in being for Morgans
only, but in common with other dealers’ days, the cars are
split into running groups of similar sized engine cars and
drivers of similar experience.

Before anyone goes on the track there is a full drivers’
briefing by the Clerk of the Course. This covers all aspects
of safety, including the meanings of The marshals’ flags.
Cars are all noise tested at Goodwood so you will not be
mixing it with any of the really powerful racing Mogs that

you can read about elsewhere in MOG. You will also have

GLORIOUS GOODWOOD

to tape up your headlights to reduce the risk of broken
glass on the track. Now it must be said at this point, that
no cars have touched each other for a very long time on
these track days, but rules are there for a good reason. All
these preparations can have the effect of really making
first time drivers even more nervous than they were when
they booked. But for those that want it, instruction in
your own car is available, and recommended. On this day
at least two drivers almost went home after the brief such

were their anxiety levels, but they persevered and after a

few instructional laps their confidence grew. Indeed by the >
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GLORIOUS GOODWOOD

lunch break it was considered that all drivers were suitably
proficient for the afternoon to be “open pit”. In other
words drivers could go out when they wanted and for as
long as they wanted. Of course limits on numbers on the
track at any one time were still in force, for safety’s sake

Lunch time followed a now familiar pattern for the
Brads Hatch Morgan Track day with a mass parade lap
for all Morgans present, including spectators. Amongst
those cars was Keith Ahlers in TOK. The Legendary Le
Mans class winner being there at the invitation of Michael
Kalf who had organise a little gathering in the paddock to
celebrate 60 years of Lawrence Tune. On completion of
the parade all the Morgans were parked on the start grid
for the duration of the lunch break. A great opportunity
for everyone to have a good look at each other’s cars and a
fantastic photo opportunity.

After lunch the on-track runs continued until around
3pm when people started to leave. The last two on the
track, keeping the staff waiting until closing time were

LI B

_— w—
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our two cautious first timers. Their confidence and car
handling proficiency having increased several time over!

That’s the point of a tack day, it’s fun, you’ll get to know
your car and its characteristics so much better, and it
might just save your life.

What’s more, at Goodwood you'll be driving in the
tracks of legends, and you should get up to speeds well
above the national limit.

Please contact Sarah at Brands Hatch Morgans if you
would like to book for next year. You'll be most welcome
and you won't regret it. If you want to take your 3 Wheeler
please do it sooner rather than later as regulations dictate
that they must run in their own group. So please give
Sarah a call so she can sort out the numbers early and
confirm that there will be a 3 Wheeler group.

MOG will be there,  hope you will be too. MOG

Brands Hatch Morgan: 01732882017

Www.morgan-cars.com
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2009 Morgan Roadster 3 litre
Metallic Zurallic Blue, black leather, stainless
wires, Moto-lita, luggage rack.

1984 Morgan +8 3.5 litre

Signal Red, black leather piped red, tonneau,
luggage rack, stainless exhaust.

£27,750

2007 Morgan Aero 8 Series 3
Metallic Stingray Grey, mulberry leather, air
con, power steering, fitted luggage.

NEW Morgan 3 Wheeler 110 Edition
Sports Black, honey leather with diamond
stitch, tonneau. On the road for

£40,750

2011 Morgan 4/4

Metallic Monteray Blue, red leather piped
blue, stainless wires, walnut dash.
£33,950

2006 Morgan 4/4 70th Anniversary
Metallic Steel Blue, black leather, excellent
spec, superb limited edition car.

£29,750

2018 Morgan 3 Wheeler

Metallic Solar Yellow, black quilted leather,
natural ash dashboard, tonneau.

£38,750

.-

NEW Morgan Plus 4 Works Edition

AR Motorsport Green, black leather, superb

limited edition model. On the road for
£66,650

1975 Morgan 4/4 4-seater
Colorado Red, black interior, has had
extensive rebuild and drives really well.

2002 Morgan Aero 8 Series 1

Rolls Royce Velvet Green, cinnamon leather,
air con, Moto-lita, power steering.

£39,995

2014 Morgan 3 Wheeler

Matt silver, quilted tarp leather, mohair
tonneau, limited edition Superdry model.
£28,995

NEW Morgan Roadster 110 Edition
Metallic Claret Red, shell leather, power
steering, Moto-lita. On the road for
£61,350

01234750205

High Street, Cranfield, Beds, MK43 0BS Email: sales@allonwhite.co.uk
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When racing drlvei\s get together the conversation is always interesting,

ne feature of the Brands Hatch Track Day was
alittle gathering of cars to Celebrate 60th
Anniversary of Lawrence Tune. Of course

TOK was there along with her owner and current driver,
Keith Ahlers. Also attending was Richard Shepherd-
Barron, who drove the most famous of Mogs in that race
along with Chris Lawrence. MOG was privileged to join
their conversation.

RSB: “...
to make sure it lasted.

KA: “Yes, sure.”

RSB: “It did 90 in second.” (Keith chuckled.) “It was
fun on the road, I tell you. It's amazing what you could
blow off with it!”

MOG: “What’s your top speed now?”

KA:“This is good for about 130 down the Mulsanne.”

RSB:“We were doing about the same, with possibly

it was over geared actually, but Chris wanted

about another five miles an hour into Indianapolis.
KA :“Well of course we have two chicanes to contend
with now, exit speed out of the last chicane is critical to

hitting a max. But the fastest part of the course these

018 www.mogmag.co.uk

" ‘when two famous drivers of a famous car meet, it’s even better.

days is on the run down to Indianapolis It's such a great
atmosphere there too, you've got the trees either side, and
there’s a downhill slope.”

RSB:When we raced there wasn’t a forest, there were
no trees there. Now it’s like the Nurburgring, with a
forest round the track. It was very different , there was low
scrub and you could see across the track. If somebody
came off there you could see them before you got to them

KA: “Yes, now you can’t.”

RSB: “but it’s a lovely bit of the track. That bit from
the acceleration out of the Mulsane, which in our day
was literally 90 degrees, now its smoothed off, down
onto Arnarge was the best part of the track , we were
fairly whistling along there.”

KA: “And it’s very good on the brakes into Indianapolis
and there’s a little bit of banking there, so people lift of
amazingly early, but this just goes sliding thorough. Drop
it right down into the bottom of the gully on the right and
then straighten up on the brakes for the left- hander.”

RSB: “Things don’t change.”

MOG: “I guess that’s true, but it’s also remarkable to



Richard Shepherd-Barron reunited with T

think the old car is now getting faster than she was. But
It’s kind of obvious when you think about it.”

RSB: “They drive quicker than we used to as well!”

MOG: “Do you think they are insane?”

KA: (In a very considered tone.) “Some of these
circuits, in my opinion, and I hate to say it, have become
too safe. (RSB nodded in agreement.) In that there are
such massive run off areas and gravel traps, people can be
much more committed that one would ever have dared to
be when you were just looking at a row of tree trunks.

RSB: “Or a house, something like that! With no
barriers.”

MOG: “So you're driving with a slightly different
frame of mind? Your feeling safer and think you can get
away with more?”

KA: “Well I like to think I'm driving close to the limits
and not beyond them, but you do see other people driving
much too fast and they make huge mistakes. For instance
at Blanchimont one and two at Spa there’s a half a mile
run off to the right, and people go barrelling in. It doesn’t
matter to them if they go off the tarmac and re-join half

TOK AND HER DRIVERS

a mile down the track. Not so long ago, ten yours or so,
at least you'd have gone into a gravel trap and stopped.
End of race, Sorry you've made a mistake. Before the
gravel traps you were just looking at an earth bank. That
concentrates the mind.

There’s only two circuits in the world that I don’t race flat
out. One is the old Nurburgring because there you never
know what the track conditions are going to be, because
its ten or fifteen minutes since you were there the last time.
Two is here, because the track is bumpy and the car is
moving around, you only have to get slightly out of shape
and yours on the grass and then you hit a big earth bank.

RSB: “And you're going very quick here, it’s a fast
circuit. At Fordwater you're whistling along the back
there”

KA: “Yes, with the Cooper Monaco I'm pulling a 16§
down the Lavant Straight going into Woodcote. So in
terms of braking you're doing the length of a football
pitch every second. If your half a second late on the brakes
you're fifty to sixty yards further down the road than you
really want to be! How's that for concentration.” MOG

www.mogmag.co.uk 019
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NEW WEBSITE & SINCE 1988 CALLNOW!

Y <HOLDEN"

EX.VINTAGE & CLASSIC

CLASSIC CAR PARTS & ACCESSORIE

Clothing

OPENING HOURS

Monday-Friday
9am-5pm

Saturday
9:30am-12pm

ORDER NOWI

-n ..-}Poslage cburges sl Il apply).

HOLDEN VINTAGE AND CLASSIC

Linton Trading Estate, Bromyard, Herefordshire HR7 4QT
sales@holden.co.uk www.holden.co.uk 01885 488 488

~ SERVICING & REPAIRS LOOKING FOR MORGAN PARTS?

From October 2018 we officially extended our Holden Vintage & Classic can help you with our huge
dedicated Morgan Service Bay in Bromyard

g to offer repair, restoration and services to all range of vintage and classic spares. We stock the largest

makes and models of vintage and classic cars.

To book in please call 01885 488488, range of vintage and classic car partsin the UK. Whatever

you are looking for you can maintain your driving

ﬁ””{y/{//ﬂ” ﬁ” lyf l[;{[y ol dl’ﬂll/d/ ambitions with Holden Vintage & Classic.




SHELSLEY WALSH

SHELSLEY WALSH

June saw two prestigious hill climb meetmgs at Shelsley Walsh
'MOG attended both

WORDS Granv1lle Orange PHOTOGRAPHY Granv1lle Orange and ngel Bradford

hilst there were no Morgan’s competing
this weekend of June 1st/2nd, MOG was

nevertheless there to enjoy the atmosphere and

meet with Morgan owners, including Bob Digges (see “In

the Cockpit”); to witness the BAC Mono and to pick up

on anything else that might be of interest to our readers.
The Mono (when not charging up the hill and a

sight not to be missed) was housed in the paddock

barn adjacent to the start line where the BAC team of

engineers, mechanics and sales guys were all very happy to

talk about the car as they worked on it between test runs,

as was Anthony Reid who was relaxed and chatting away
to the admiring public, signing autographs and posing
when required for the ubiquitous “selfies” !

So who are BAC ? Well, the Briggs Automotive
Company was founded by Ian and Neill Briggs, and is
based in Liverpool. To date they have built around 110
Mono’s, and are establishing agents around the world
through which they will sell this road legal car. In Great
Britain the dealership to head for, should you want one,
is HR Owen, where you will need to part with at least
£165,000, depending upon your required specification..>
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and specify you can !

Whilst the Saturday was the drier and sunnier day, it
was the Sunday when the Morgan owners appeared...at
least measured by the turnout of Morgans in the public
and Member’s car parks. I believe I managed to get shots
of all the Morgans in attendance across the two days. We
Morgan owners are stalwart characters are we not ? I loved
catching the shot of the two couples enjoying a picnic
to the rear of their +8, ignoring the rain, and making the
most of the day out !

It was good to catch up with our friend Matt
Humphries of MHD Watches. Matthew supports our
magazine through his monthly advertising, and he is a
regular at Shelsley and his stand can be found adjacent to

the main Courtyard. Matthew, prior to designing watches,
worked in the design team at Morgan and was involved in
designing the AeroMax, Supersports, and the 3 wheeler.
All are stunning designs, as are his range of auto sport
influenced watches. Not only that, but each is a limited
edition, and sensibly priced too.

On the Sunday there was a special guest appearance of
12-time World Trials Champion Dougie Lampkin, MBE.
I am old enough to remember watching his uncle Arthur
Lampkin on the BBC in black and white in the days when
the BBC covered sport on a Saturday afternoon, and
Dougie’s father Martin was the first FIM World Trials
Champion in 1975. Dougie mingled with the crowds,
signing autographs and posing for photos, and then set >
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offin the rain to establish a new record for Shelsley - a
wheelie record - going up the hill, start to finish, on one
wheel ! He accomplished this at the first attempt, much to
the pleasure and cheers of the appreciative, albeit damp,
crowd.

Only two weeks later on June 15th/16th and Shelsley
held its premier event , Classic Nostalgia. Once again
there were many Mogs in the car park but this time there
was a rather incredible three wheeler on the track. The car
in question was Bill Tuer’s 1937 Super Aero. Well that’s
one description of it. Bill has had the car for 50 years and
has raced it all that time and each year he seems to get
faster. Bill has rebuilt the car and improved it many times.
Legend has it that because he usually wins everything he
enters, he is the most successful racing driver of all time.
(If you want to know what it’s like riding with him, just
search for Bill Tuer on YouTube.)This may well be true.

He certainly had a class win this weekend. But that win
was not without a little drama, as something had laid a
long thick trail of oil on the perfect line for most of the way
up the hill. Not a problem for most drivers, they just had
to make sure their wheels were astride the tell-tail streak
of sand and cement dust. Of course this is not an option a
three wheeler!

Once again, the weather really had really spoiled the
first day of the event, attendances were down but the
spirits of those who attended were lifted by the efforts of
the competitors. On Sunday the weather improved and
the Father’s Day crowd slowly grew. When the sun finally
put in an appearance in the afternoon it was possible to
imagine what it must have been like at the World’s Oldest
Motorsports Venue during its post war heyday. Back
then its ancient seating areas were always packed. Classic

Nostalgia indeed! MOG
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Turning Dreams into Reality.
Mor an 3 Wheeler for ;,%399 er month

BELL & COLVILE | Richar(-l \'@:’Ir.ighl - M();';;all SdltstnagLr “
SINC E 1970 contact@bellandcolvill.com
— 01483 281000

www.bellandcolvill.com

Exclusivity has never been so Affordable.
Morgan Plus 4 for £399 per month.

BELL & COLVILE" th.,lldrd \quhl Morgan bdlcs Mcl[] ager
SINCE 1970 contact@bellandcolvill.com
01483 281000

www.bellandcolvill.com




JORGAN THREE WHEELER

, AT LAVIE'EN BLEU

There seems to be a greﬁt'aﬁﬁniiy between the Bugatti Owners Club and Morgah's. Once
again Three Wheelers were invited to hold a round of their Hill Climb and Sprint Challenge

at the Club’s Prescott home during its premier annual event.

WORDS Rob Pike PHOTOGRAPHY Don Stringer and Nigel Bradford

unday May 26th saw the Morgan Three-

Wheeler Club’s second event of the

Championship and was help at Prescott
Hillclimb near Cheltenham. The event formed part of
“La Vie En Bleu” (Life in Blue), which is a great event
inspired by all things French. Of course, the main
attraction is usually Bugatti-based, but there are also
loads of other beautiful cars to behold, spanning over
100years, in attendance. For Morgan aficionados it was a
great taster of what is to come for this year’s Thrill on the

Hill in August. Entertainment with a Gallic slant was the

it

order of the day off the track, the opera singers moving
among the crowds making a welcome change from

the jazz and swing of indeterminate age that normally
provides the soundtrack for these events.

The day was a great success, and the track, which is
quite challenging at the best of times, was even more of a
challenge, because we seemed to have different weather
for each and every one of our 4 runs! Though the
weather brightened up for the afternoon conditions were
not helped by all the oil washed off the many vintage
Bugattis on Ettore’s Bend during the lunch time photo >
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shoot

We had 3 different classes amongst the Morgans — 5
speeders with myself and Petra, the racing class, which
produced a great turnout of 12 cars, and then the TM
(touring modified) class of 3 entries. The day started
with scrutineering by Phil Bridge in the “Orchard” where
it was pretty quiet at 7 am when me and Petra arrived
(we drove down early in the morning in our leathers
with 2 helmets on Petra’s lap and our number board

with some cable ties. A great way to go racing!) There
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is always a brilliant atmosphere overnight at all of our
meetings, and is one of the best parts of competing with
the MTWC. Tony Pearson, our hard-working Comp Sec,
was up early as usual, polishing the paint off his beautiful
silver racer, ready to get everybody signed on for the day.
The beauty of a sprint or hill climb means that if you're
under 70 years old, you can pay for a day licence for the
ACU and day Membership of the MTWC, and compete
with everybody else for the day. Brilliant.

I should really make myself type these reports up

hi o
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immediately after the events, (it’s 17th June as I write)

because I'm now struggling to remember what the rain
did and when, so I'll go off the times instead. But it
definitely rained and stopped, then it was sunny, then it
rained again etc. etc.

The classes were all run one after another, with 5
speeder class first, then racers, followed by the TMs. I do
remember the track drying out from a little downpour
on the first run, so it was a little tentative for everybody

to see what grip was available.

LA VIE EN BLEU
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Chas Reynolds set the best time of all with a §7.19,
followed by Rob and Petra, then Nigel Challis on 59.83
with Alistair Rew right behind and still under the minute
on 59.99.

The next practice runs were all much of the same,
and track conditions didn’t improve much before the
lunchtime break, as we had more showers in between.
There was plenty of entertainment available in the
paddock, with singers, French policemen on stilts,
various stalls including Matt Humphries selling his
MHD watches who is also the designer of the modern
Morgan 3-wheeler and the Aero Max.

Anyway, after lunch it was lovely and sunny until
S minutes before our first competitive runs, so it was
an opportunity to have a bit of fun in the slippery
conditions as nobody was going to be setting any
records at this stage. It really is a lot of fun to do massive
wheelspins in the wet and have a lot of fun. If you don't
then you just become miserable and moan about the
conditions, so in my opinion, it’s best you use it as a
practice session for wet weather driving!

Luckily, all was not lost, and the sun appeared long
enough in the afternoon to dry the track out for us so
that we could give it some beans. Phil Bridge in the
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TM class just pipped Cathy Quin in their F types with
68.49 and 69.35. Tony Quinn (Cathy’s Dad,) was in
a supercharged machine and didn’t quite produce the
times he had in practice. The racing class saw some close
times, and again Chas took the honours, followed by the
3 cars of Alastair Rew, Nigel Challis and Tom Cowley
that were so closely matched that there was only 0.8
seconds between them all! A fantastic and impressive
result to see almost 90-year-old 3 wheelers getting under
60 seconds on the full course. “Dangerous” Danny
Hodgson (who isn't really) set a really impressive time of
60.39 in the F type racer. The remainder of the class all
set much improved times, with the Blairs both knocking
3-4 seconds of their previous best times.

The S-speeder class was full of only 1 car this time
out as Rob’s usual adversary, Austin Smith had stayed at
home to plant some geraniums or something. (Hopefully
this article will get him back out where he should be at
the weekend!) Anyway, Rob and Petra were quite happy
to set a time of 56.13, but not quick enough to beat the
Morgan Factory racer that set a 55 second time a few
years before, so there is still work to be done here!!

Allin all, a wet, but brilliant day’s fun of competition
with great surroundings and even better friends. MOG
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MHD CR1 CHRONOGRAPH

Designed in the UK by British Car Designer Matthew Humphries, the MHDCR1 is a é0's inspired,
automotive themed, Chrono quariz timepiece, and limited to an edition of 500.

The MHD CR1 captures the style of 60's / 70's motoring watches, with it's bold industrial stainless
steel case, screw down knurled edge crown and paired with the infamous leather rally strap.

In stock Now at £250.00 ex vat. www.MHDWatches.com




MALVERN HILLS HOTEL

Situated at the foot of the Iron Age British Camp fort on the southern slopes of the Malvern
Hills, this hotel will be no stranger to many readers.

WORDS Granville Orange PHOTOGRAPHY Granville Orange and Malvern Hills Hotel

he hotel has featured in recent articles,

including in this edition the article on the

re-launch of the Elgar Route. The hotel is also
an occasional meeting place for the Midlands MSCC
for their monthly “Noggin and Natter”, and is on the
Morgan factory test run. In fact passing as frequently as
I do, it is rare not to see a Morgan parked outside, so you
will be in good company if choosing to stay here.

The hotel has 24 recently renovated bedrooms,
which comprise of 1 family suite, 1 family room, 6
double rooms, 3 twins, 3 four-poster rooms, 2 king-size
rooms, and 8 junior suites. There is a large bar and 2
restaurants - the contemporary Vu Restaurant with

a dramatic wall of glass offering diners the chance to
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watch the glorious sunsets to the west of the Malvern
Hills, and the cosy Oak Lounge with wood panelling
and log fires, plus outdoor patio and garden both with
tables and parasols. Visiting car clubs can also meet /
dine in private should they wish by pre-booking the
lower ground floor function room. There is parking
for 44 cars, plus 2 disabled spaces. The hotel prides
itself on serving the finest and freshest locally sourced
products, including local beers and artisan gins.

The hotel enjoys a rating of 4 on Trip Advisor, and
9.2 on Booking.com. However if you are planning a
stay, then the hotel advises that you book through
them direct as they can then ensure that you stay in

the most appropriate room to meet your requirements,
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for example ground floor/ first floor/ walk in shower/

room with a view/ quiet room/ dog-friendly room/

dog-free room, and so on. The hotel operates a variable

tariff throughout the week, and readers are advised to

refer to the hotel web site for current rates and offers.
The hotel is 5 miles from the Morgan factory, and

on the main Malvern to Ledbury road at Wynds

Point. Literally across the road is the large car park for

visitors walking the hills, and also visiting the iron age

fort - the Herefordshire Beacon. The fort is thought

to have been first constructed in the 2nd century BC

(BCE to be modern), and extensive earthworks remain

clearly visible today. The Romans ended the prehistoric

settlement around AD 48 (or 48 CE, see previous date >
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entry), and then in Norman times a castle was said

to have been erected here, probably in the ten years
immediately before 1066, by Earl Harold Godwinson,
the future King Harold II of England. Hotel guests
not taking a walk up to the fort are missing out on a
remarkable view from the top...described by diarist
John Evelyn in the 1600’s as “one of the godliest vistas
in England”. Other things to do nearby in addition to
visiting Malvern town and the Morgan factory include

the Malvern Theatre with its excellent programme,

035 www.mogmag.co.uk

Eastnor Castle (see their web page for seasonal events),
and the attractive market town of Ledbury with its
black and white buildings and small independent
shops, cafes and restaurants.

If travelling by train the hotel is 3 miles from Colwall
station and 4 miles from Great Malvern station. MOG

Malvern Hills Hotel
Tel: 01684 540690 or go via the web site:
www.malvernhillshotel.co.uk
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EckKINGTON MANOR

Nestled in the Avon valleys on
the border of the Cotswolds is
where you will discover something
different and very special

Worcestershire WR10 3BJ
01386 751600
www.eckingtonmanor.co.uk

Call to book 01684 588860

[He (l()['lc()RD HoteL
L'amuse - soucHe

Indulge yourself in Worcestershire’s
finest hostelry. Award winning Hotel,
Restaurant and Gardens set on the side
of the Malvern Hills.

cotfordhotel.co.uk - Tel 01684 57 24 27
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ENOISTIAV

THE COURT HOUSE

UNIQUE BOUTIQUE B & B
SHELSLEY WALSH. WORCESTERSHIRE

Copper Beech House

www.copperbeechhouse.co.uk | 01684 565013

- Copper Beech House
has ample off-road
parking for up to 10
cars, so ideal for a

- group of friends or
small car club opting
to stay here. With six
double bedrooms, each
individually styled,
Copper Beech House
can accommodate up
to 12 guests.

Car Club Breaks

AT THE ABBEY HOTEL

A 4 star historic hotel in the heart of
Great Malvern, The Abbey is perfect
for your club’s weekend break. We
can offer formal or informal events
from 40 to 250 guests.

Group weekend packages
start from £140 per person.

it

HOTELS

Abbey Road, Great Malvern, Worcestershire WR[4 3ET
t 01684 879234 e abbey@sarova.com w sarova.com




Planning a trip to the Morgan Motor Company? MOG makes the following

recommendations as to local hotels & bed and breakfasts, worthy of staying at

Malvern Hills\\\/

Hotel & Restaurants

British Camp’s Best Hotel Supporting Morgan
Motors All Around The Hills

The Malvern Hills Hotel
Wynds Point,

Malvern,
Waorcestershire

WRI13 6DW.

Tel: 01684 540690,
maili@malvemhillshotel.co.uk
www.malvernhillshotel . co.uk

COLWALL
PARK HOTEL

- Boutique country house
hotel in the foothills of the
Malvern Hills

-Conference & events
facilities

- Licensed wedding venue
- Private car park

01684 540000 | hotel@colwallparkcom | www.colwall.co.uk

Colwall Park Hotel, Colwall, Malvern, Woarcestershire WRI13 6QG
T

StanbrooK"ADbDE
A uniguie journey through time

01905 832940 | stanbrookabbey@handpicked.co.uk

- Award winning restaurant

malvern theatres

theatre - film - music - drama - comedy - dance

=

BED AND BREAKFAST

and the time and space to just ‘be’
AMPLE SECURE PARKING

Old Country Farm, Mathon,

Malvern, WR13 5PS
01886 880867

www.oldcountryhouse.co.uk

INSPIRED BY NATURE,
4 ¢, CRAFTED BY TRADITION.

The home of traditional ciden maki
WESTONS VISITOR CENTRE
Cider Mill Tours - 11.00am, 12.30pm, 2.00pm and 3.30pm
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | CIDER SHOP | RESTAURANT & CAFE
Arrange your visit today T
01531 660108
westons-cider.co.uk = i

[WESTONS] w eveso

n:
n:
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WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN

HUM

If ever there was a brand that embodied solid, middle class British values, it must be Humber.
But, much like the estuary with which it shared a name, it experienced turning tides.

WORDS Dave Smith PHOTOGRAPHY Various

ver the past few instalments of What Could

Have Been, we've looked at a number of

motor manufacturers from the Coventry
area; here’s another: Humber.

Many people (OK then, perhaps it’s just me) always
assumed that Humber Limited was named for its
location. Not so. The company name has nothing to do
with the river that separates north Lincolnshire from
the southern edge of the East Riding of Yorkshire, and
everything to do with Mr Thomas Humber.

Thomas Humber came to the
world of the horseless carriage
by bicycle, as so many other
manufacturers did. He founded (®)
his Humber Cycle Company in
Sheflield in 1868, and business
boomed to the extent that the
subsequent two decades saw further
factories opened in Nottingham and Wolverhampton.

Around this time, the countless bicycle
manufacturers dotted around the UK were banding
together, consolidating and conglomerating like
drops of mercury, to gain greater market share. In
1887 Thomas sold his company to a group of shrewd
investors who had already bought up three other cycle
manufacturers, but Humber Cycles had such a good
reputation that the new enterprise was named Humber
& Co Ltd, and floated on the Stock Exchange with
Thomas at the helm. In 1889, Humber & Co opened
a fourth factory, in Coventry, before Thomas retired a
comfortably wealthy man when his five-year contract
expired in 1892.

Toward the end of the 1890s, Humber bicycles were
expanding into Europe, but the tide was turning, and
the bicycle bubble was about to burst. Humber were
ready for this, though, and, in 1896, were showing
off their first motorised vehicles, the three-wheeled

Sociable. They did continue making bicycles, however,
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until they sold the whole cycle business to Raleigh in
1932.

The very earliest Humber motor vehicles, as with
most fledgling car companies, were three-wheelers
and quadricycles; the first car that could be called a car
was the 1899 Humber Phaeton, powered a Bollee 3hp
single-cylinder engine. The newly restructured and
renamed Humber Limited later released 3.5 and Shp
versions of the Phaeton, and in 1901, a conventional

four-wheeler with 4.5hp De Dion-Bouton
power, later upped to 6hp.

The early part of the new
century saw Humber release
awhole laundry list of new
models, from the small and
charmingly named Humberette

with Shp, to the Coatalen-designed

2.5-litre 12hp two-cylinder of 1902, up
to the 1903 5.3-litre 20hp, which was basically two
12hp engines joined together. By 1905, Humber had
found that their niche seemed to lie in the upscale,
solid, high-quality market, and they began dropping
the smaller models.

Times were still tough, though, and, in 1908, the
company consolidated all its motor manufacturing
under one roof in a new factory at Folly Lane,
Coventry, meaning that the Beeston, Nottingham
plant went the way of the Wolverhampton factory
before it. It also meant that the company had to put its
smaller, better-selling but lower-margin two-cylinder
cars back on the market.

The re-expanded range revitalised Humber, and
by 1913, they were the second largest motorcar
manufacturer in Britain, behind Wolseley.

When Europe went to war, Humber switched to
armaments and aircraft engines, and when peace
was restored, went back to their niche in the solid,

reliable cars sector. A new overhead inlet/side
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1900 Humber Sociable

. 1904 Humber 8.SHP
exhaust valve engine brought the range up to date 904 Humber 8.5

in 1922, and subsequent sales allowed Humber to

move into the commercial vehicles arena by buying H U M ‘B E R e H R S

up Luton-based Commer in 1925. From 125 1o 800 Guineas.

Alooming recession threw a spanner in their works, o s e Sho, o P
though, and Humber didn’t think that they could . STAND No. 238.

5 kg Hamberaie brom E2 Oulasns.
w

survive with their traditional market share alone,

s0, in 1928, they joined forces with their Folly Lane i
neighbours, Hillman. What they hadn’t foreseen, HUMBER, LIMITED,
BEESTON (NOTTS.) AND COVENTRY.

Lous xers Amemia-
Lomdon Show Rowes and Garsgs Tomt .
13, CAMBRIBOE PLACE. PADDINGTON, w. B

Hillman shareholders, namely the Rootes Brothers. z S e iy
It was still all go at the Humber factory, with the

however, was the involvement of some significant

introduction of some new models at the end of 1929 -
the 16/50, the Snipe, and the large, luxurious Pullman.
The Rootes Brothers had already annexed the title of

sole export agents, though, and were buying up enough >

| New Standards of Efficiency & Comfort.

| The Humber Models for 1923 embody the latest improvements
in mo'oring comfort and efficicncy.  Side by side with considerable |
reductions in price; new features jn bodywark amd  notable refine
ments in o engine defails have been introduged.  Five of the new

models are being exhibited ar Olympia,

0RO 1 11 0 0100000000000 00000000

g EHE LIGHT CAR £275
1P GSEATER TOURING CAR £828

STAND PELHE, DOGR | SALOON - E62E

g HF. S SEATER TOURING CAR £750
25‘? 5 bLP, SALOON-LANDAULETTE <085

(
‘ Bember 114 B FourSeaber Tosring Model.
|
|

Py Ahiieroiiig A Humber Car in Miniature.

HUMBER LIMITED, COVENTRY.

LONDON ¢
Cony Shamrosma: T, Holbarn Viedues, EL.0
Woest Knd Shawrums & Diepartment 1 Wumler Hawas, 94, New Band Strees, W.1.

x
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1908 Humber ad
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NEW CARS
by HUMBER

1930 Humber ad

INTERNATIONAL MOTUE EXMIDITION  SARLS COUAT AEPT. IE-0G6T. & ETAND Ne VAE

Miles Ahead in
PERFORMANCE,

Bnlfing. A car in which high average sprods e

[ e 1 | vhimg maistning lusmber

THE HUMBER SUPER SNIPE

o HAWK - SUPER SMNIPE -« PULLMAN - IMPERIAL

Pascius  Shauramms snd Krpurt Flivision + Rnwvs Lol Dovonshive Hoams i WY

1949 Humber ad
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Humber stock that by 1932, the Rootes Group was
majority shareholder in both Humber and Hillman.
Ironically, they used some of their Hillman shares as
part payment for the Humber shares. The effects of the
Rootes consolidation was soon evident, with Humber’s
inlet-over-exhaust engine soon ditched in favour of
shared powerplants, but Rootes kept Humber firmly
fixed in its grey, pinstriped marketplace. Wearing stylish
but not ostentatious bodies from Pressed Steel, the
mostly six-cylinder Humbers were favourites with the
bank manager and magistrate set.

By the end of that decade, the country was once
again at war, and Humber found a new niche in military
vehicles. Aside from the passenger cars that were built for
military use - remember Montgomery’s armoured Super
Snipe, ‘Old Faithful ? - Humber made armoured vehicles
and troop carriers including the Armoured (built by
Commer), Light Reconnaissance (built on a Super
Snipe chassis) and Scout car and FWD (Four Wheel
Drive) truck. They also built Bristol aeroplane engines.

After the war, Humber switched back to its mainstay
production - the solid, reliable, rather unexciting
six-cylinder Super Snipe, plus the solid, reliable and
unexciting four-cylinder Hawk and the vast Pullman/

Imperial. Build quality and well-appointed interiors

. 1942 Humber Armoured Car

(TWM) s,

s - .

1951 Humber Super
Snipe (Riley, NZ
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were high on the priority list, as you might imagine,
given the target market. In 1950, a Super Snipe was
entered into the Monte Carlo Rally, driven by the
superbly named Baron van Zuylen de Nyvelt and
Maurice Gatsonides, who would later give the world
the much-loved Gatso camera. Gatsonides chose the
Super Snipe because it was the least sporting car he
could find, so he must have been mightily surprised to
finish up second overall.

As Britain finally came out of post-war austerity,
Humber joined the rest of the UK’s motor
manufacturers in “borrowing heavily” from American
designers. The new 1948 Hawk MKIII, for example,
came from the drawing boards of Raymond Loewy’s
studios, Loewy best known for the baroque 1946

Monty crosses the Seine in his
Humber in 1944 (IWM)

1954 Humber, Queen and Prince Philip on state
visit to Brisbane (State Library of Queensland)

Lincoln Continental and iconic 1947 Studebaker
Champion. The Transatlantic styling stealing
didn’t stop there, though, and the all-new unitary
construction 1957 Hawk Series I and 1958 Super
Snipe Series I (why they started again with the model
numbering isn’t clear) were just Yankee doodle
dandy. Both had a distinct whiff of miniature ‘55
Chevrolet about them, although they weren’t that
far off the same size as the Chevy. In 1960, the Super
Snipe Series III was the first British car to feature four
headlamps, so it looked like a 1957 Plymouth, but all
these cultural appropriation chickens were about to
come home to roost...

The early Sixties were a little turbulent for Humber.
In the spring of 1963, the Rootes Group opened a new >

1946 Humber
Super Snipe'in
'Indum museum

(ShaunakModl) \ . l
: HI

- ¥ {
1965 Humber Scep.tret
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1966 Humber N
Super Snipe (Riley, NZ)

1976 Humber
Sceptre Estate

factory in Linwood, Scotland, to build Hillman’s answer
to the all-conquering Mini, the Imp. Sadly, between

the industrial relations with the Scottish workforce and
the underdevelopment and subsequent unreliability of
the Imp, the Linwood factory would be a major cash
haemorrhage for Rootes. In early 1964, the minority
shareholders offloaded their Humber stock to Rootes,
making Humber the last wholly owned subsidiary to be
acquired by the now-strapped Rootes Group.

Across the Atlantic, Chrysler was feeling left out.
Ford had a European operation, General Motors had
Opel and Vauxhall; Chrysler was the only one of
Detroit’s Big Three without a toehold in Europe. And
then along came Lord Rootes, ruler of a once-great
empire that had fallen on hard times, offering the
whole circus as a going concern. Chrysler, who had
just achieved a controlling interest in France’s Simca,
bought a 30% share of Rootes Group, which increased
to 100% by 1967.

In 1963, Humber began offering their Sceptre,
an upmarket version of the Hillman Super Minx. In
1966, the rest of the Rootes brands - Hillman, Singer
and Sunbeam - began affixing their badges to their
particular version of the three-box Arrow range;
Humber got their version, the Sceptre MKIII, in 1967.
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Montgomery’s _Huﬁﬁ;;r Super Snipe Staff Car in
the Tmperial War Museum (David Merrett)

By 1968, the last of the ‘real’ Humbers, the big Hawk
and Super Snipe, had been dropped, and any UK
customers wanting a large car from Rootes were offered
an Australian Chrysler Valiant.

In 1970, the Rootes Group was formally renamed
Chrysler (UK) Ltd, and the old brands began
withering on the vine as Chrysler neglected them in
favour of the less staid models coming out of Simca.
Singer and Sunbeam went first, but the Hillman Hunter
and Humber Sceptre shambled along until 1976, when
they were renamed the Chrysler Hunter and left to die
in the shadow of the Chrysler Alpine.

It was an ignominious end for such a stolidly
respectable brand as Humber, its last gasp being as
a slightly plusher version of an anonymous saloon.
Chrysler had mismanaged the whole European
operation since day one, and, by 1979, with a recession
brewing at home in America, they sold the whole show
to PSA (Peugeot Citroen) for $1. The first thing PSA
did was to kill off the archaic Arrow range.

Somewhere, in a dusty cupboard at PSA HQ in Paris,
are the rights to a well-loved British brand that stood
for quality, comfort and dependability. They’ve been
there, untouched, for more than 40 years. It looks likely
that they’ll stay there. MOG
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(2008) AERO 8 (1990)PLUS4 /| (201DT

BMW 4.8L V8 Rover20LM16  / S &S V-Twin~
Glasurit Blue, Royal Ivory, Sport Red,
Magnolia Leather Blue Leather Black Leather

£69,995 £22,495 £34,995

(2016) PLUS 4 (1981) PLUS 8 (2001) AERS,
Ford 2.0L Ford 2.0L GDI Rover 3.5L V8 BMW 4.4L V8 ™
Royal Ivory, Royal Ivory, Signal Red, Azzuro Nuvola,
Dark Blue Leather Black Leather Black Leather Black Leather

« [ £31,995 £38,995 £38,995 £40,995
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GREAT FINANCE DEALS AVAILABLE ON ALL MORGANS WANT TO SELL YOUR MORGAN?
Call for details t&c’s apply Call us now

THE NEW

PLEASE CALL
FOR DETAILS
ORTO
ARRANGE

A TEST DRIVE

Dawlish Road . Exminster . Exeter . Devon EXé 8DN
morgan@berrybrook.co.uk

01392 833301

www.berrybrook.co.uk
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MORGAN CHALLENGE* W

NORTHERN
EXCURSION

OULTON PARK 18 MAY 2019

It seemed somehow appropriate that I had spent the night just a stones
throw from Malvern before beginning the trek up to Oulton Park. Although
the slow drive through the M6 roadworks seemed a long way from the

action on a racetrack...

or Race 1, Keith Ahlers was on pole alongside
Phillip Goddard with Roger Whiteside

making it in third. Sadly, the 22 car of James
Sumner didn’t make the grid, due to a moment in the
earlier qualification session. It was Goddard who made
the better start, leading for the first lap, with Ahlers close
behind. By the end of the second lap, the positions had
reversed and they were both pulling away from the other
cars. Whiteside was in third position with other battles
developing down the field. Kelvin Laidlaw and Chris
Springall in his Plus 8 were having a good race, with

very little to call between them. As the race progressed,

044 www.mogmag.co.uk

WORDS Chris Dicken PHOTOGRAPHY Tripos Media

Roger Whiteside made up some ground on the top two,
with Andrew Thompson having a lonely race in fourth
place in his ARV6. The two Club Sports of Tony Hirst
and Craig Hamilton-Smith were running together as
usual and there was a good tussle for 9th place between
Jack Bellinger (Plus 8), Steve Lockett (Plus 8) and
Brett Syndercombe (4/4) that lasted for most of the
race. At the flag, it was Ahlers from Goddard followed
by Whiteside, Thompson and Simon Baines in fifth

place. Tony Hirst seemingly won the duel with Craig

Hamilton-Smith, however, he was handed a 10 second

penalty for jumping the start resulting in Hamilton- >
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Smith being promoted ahead of him. This was a point of
discussion in the paddock with Hirst jokingly pointing
out that he was still first across the line and that Craig
was yet to beat him to the flag! Ever the gentleman, Craig
agreed that Tony’s penalty was a bit harsh, but was more
than happy to be given the points saying that “at the end
of the day, the racing is phenomenal, regardless of the
position.” Once Tony had finished analysing the data he
was happy to explain that he was trying to engage the
bite-point and the car rolled slightly. He was also at pains
to point out that he had been leading Craig 18-0 in races,
so this made it 18-1.

Phil Thomas enjoyed his race, calling it “A nice jaunt
in the countryside” finishing in 8th place having decided

not to get involved in the race between the Club Sports

ahead of him in order to maximise his chance of points
after losing out at Brands Hatch.

Elsewhere in the paddock, Jack Bellinger was giving
Keith Ahlers a hand with suspension adjustments, as
Keith felt that the hard setup, was making the car too
bouncy on the bumpy Oulton circuit. He was pleased
with his win but said that it had been a tight race until he
had better luck than Goddard when getting past some of
the back-markers.

Race 2 started in a similar vein to the first, with
Goddard leading from Ahlers for the first couple of laps,
before Ahlers took the lead. Andrew Thompson made
a good start and was running in third place for a while
with Roger Whiteside chasing him. Tom Richards (Club
Sport) and Peter Cole (Roadster) were keeping each >
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other honest and were joined, later in the race, by Paul
Bryan (4/4) to put on a good race. The two Club Sports
of Hirst and Hamilton-Smith were, once again, running

as one, with Hirst leading. There was also a repeat of

the race between Bellinger (Plus 8) and Syndercombe
(4/4) but they were also joined by Phil Thomas (Plus
4 BabyDoll), with the three drivers putting on a good

show for the spectators. Once again, Ahlers took the flag,
followed by Goddard and Whiteside.

Roger Whiteside was pleased with his second podium
of the day, praising Andrew Thompson for a good drive
and pointing out that Thompson is “a very late braker”,
making him difficult to pass. Jack Bellinger was pleased
with two class wins on the day having had two great
battles with Brett Syndercombe.

Both races were without any major incidents and the
series moves onto Mallory Park on 16th June. MOG
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Aerospace gl-'ade 3103 H14 cuc folded eltd What makes a

tanks and fittings. 3103 Aluminium alloy is
twice as strong as the material used by our
competitors. No more fatigue cracks!

- SIFAB

ENGINEERED SOLUTIONS
i Aluminium Morgan
| Radiator different?

Precision TIG welding,
aesthetically pleasing ‘stack of
dimes’ appearance

Comprehensive high quality
fitting kit included with every

Powerful modern )
radiator

upgraded electric
fan option available

y/ l’"; ..
fa

Model shown is Morgan +4 T16
with i fan upg

All models in

stock* Race proven
mandrel bent

elbows for
increased flow &
reduced pressure

Free next day UK
Mainland delivery

From £400 + VAT SErgrotictmon
mitred joints

*Subject to demand
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The Morgan Plus Six is the new car that could hide in plain sight. Hardly anyone

in Malvern stares when a traditional Morgan drives by. It has been said that the

prototype needed to be covered in a dazzle wrap for its road tests to draw attention

to the fact that it was a new car.

tis understood that the Plus Six is a mid-range
I car and that in due course a new flagship car,
also built on the new CX chassis, will follow it

out of the Pickersleigh Road gates. Once again MOG sat
down in the snug of East Malvern’s Ash Tree and Chassis.

This time we posed the question “ what would you like
the flagship car to look like. Are any there any designs
from the past that you'd like to see revisited?” In other
words, what will turn heads in Malvern? After a couple of

pints the comments started to flow.

They were all quick to comment!

Well... looking forward at Morgan's future
with its new owners and their demands to double
production, the only way I can see them doing this
is by opening up a new market. The traditional look
puts off younger buyers and I think they need to
appease the well healed 40 somethings with a sleek
design like the Eva Concept. Still recognisable as a
Morgan but looks more futuristically classical as

opposed yesteryear classical. Hell Id buy it.

Me too, it's the family car of my dreams. Morgan
needs to produce a four seater again. I wonder what
ever happened to the car shown at Pebble Beach? I

suppose it was just a mock—up.

Those thoughts coincide with my own. I think
it will be something very different but showing its
Morgan DNA.

Iwould like to see one modelled on the EVA or
the Life Car which I think was a stunning design.
Although a trad style DHC would be easier for us
old gits to get in and out of and provide a bit more
comfort than the beloved trad.

That's true, wasn’t SP1 loosely based on the Life
Car shape? It will be great to see that on the roads
again soon. Who knows? Perhaps that will be the

inspiration for the new car?

From left to right: AeroMax, SLR, Plus 8 DHC and Plus 4 Plus
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Iwonder what power train it will have. I expect it
will have to be a hybrid of some sort. I don’t think
Morgan will have much of a future otherwise.

I'm not sure about the flagship car it would be
great ifthey could sort the 3 Wheeler out first.
When I read the Three Wheeler Club magazine it
strikes me that the typical customer is a man with a
bit of money and some engineering skills. He seems
to get most of his pleasure from developing fixes
and improvements. Its all very traditional and
Morgan really needs to move on from that.

Oh I think that’s a given, I'm sure they will. As for
the flagship I agree about the Drop Head Coupe I
know what Id like to see, a Plus Six DHC. Hopefully

with the suicide doors, much easier for old gits!

I think the point to consider here is what impact
and influence will the new owners have on any new
model. Not least what investment might they inject
into its design. My guess is that there will not be the
millions that would be needed to spend on a totally
new concept, so I expect a tweak to the established
model range and look. It ought to be immediately
identifiable as a “Morgan” to the general public.
Furthermore, expect this to be the success story that

all Morgan owners and enthusiasts, plus all the

CONVERSATION STREET

staff at the factory, the Morgan dealers, and not
least the Italian owners of the Company all want.
Not least it will add value to the Company, give the
shareholders and investors a return on investment,
and mind my words, I expect the Company to be

sold on again within the next five years.

Yes, you are right, something is going on... I
think that a totally new car will appear... the SLR,
finally, goes into production. Officially of course
that model was never built by the MMC!

Now that would be special, but doesn’t the BMW
Z4 Coupe look a bit like the SLRs?

True, I noticed no one has said theyd like to see
a new Aero. But Id love to see the AeroMax again.
But this time with a traditional front, a Plus Six
Max if you like. Plug in hybrid of course.

Well isn’t the new car going to look like the Plus
4 Plus? That’s certainly what the teaser drawing
looked like.

Well I'm not sure, but years ago I told Steve
Morris my dream car would be a Superform
aluminium bodied Plus 4 Plus with an electric roof.

He just said, “Where’s your cheque book?”

A Chassis bujlt for Ehe new miflenaium,you say?

Clen oukYour lug oles Frank!

A chassis Dt T
olumitiw, | Sayd /!

builk from the

—

3
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BLOW GUNS

www.lasertools.co.uk | Starting from £64.01

Laser Tools has just introduced two
innovative workshop blow guns
specifically designed for valeting
and cleaning chores.

First up is the Turbo Pulse Blow
Gun (part number 7474) this new
design of blow gun is the perfect
tool for the valeter with an eye for
detail. It has a strong turbo vortex
which is pulsed directly through
the rotating head. This rotates on a
continuous 360-degree spin which
lifts and blows dirt and dust out of
every nook and cranny. Perfect for
carinteriors and upholstery, It’s
very impressive how it can quickly
remove stubbornly entwined pet
hairs from interior fabrics.

Second up is the Air Knife (part
number 7465) the compressed air is
forced through tiny apertures that
results in a tightly-focussed blade
of air. Combined with the ultra-
thin brush head, this is a powerful
cleaning solution when access
is difficult, blowing and clearing
dirt and debris from areas out of
reach to the narrowest vacuum
attachment. Time-consuming jobs
now take just a few seconds. Turn
the power down for detail work
like dashboard vents to gently and
precisely blow the dirt away.

CAR CLOCK

www.kjbeckett.com | £47.95

This miniature car clock by Gift time products is
made of chrome plated solid brass and finished in
silver. Measuring just 3cm in height by 8cm wide and
3.2cm in depth its small size means it can be used to
add a bit of character to any space.
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HAYNES
FIRST AID KIT

www.amazon.co.uk | £12.95

If you do any kind of tinkering
sooner or later you’re likely to need
a plaster or two, so why not go
all out and get yourself a Haynes
first aid kit. It comes in a compact
tin which makes it ideal to store
anywhere, even in your car so it’s
always on hand.

It has 50 pieces worth of first
aid essentials including a variety
of plasters, a roll of adhesive tape,
antiseptic wipes and burn gel
amongst other useful items. This kit
will have you covered for a range of
minor injuries that you may pick up,
as they say better safe than sorry.

IMPACT DRIVER

www.lasertools.co.uk | £88.39

For a seized fastener, especially if
it’s countersunk, the traditional
remedy has been the impact
driver. But you have to be careful
using a traditional impact driver,
every technician knows it’s easy
to injure your hand. No need to
worry with this new design of
impact driver from Laser Tools
(part number 7540). The addition
of a flexi-head handle lets you
keep your hand out of harm’s
way, while adding extra leverage
to the action of the impact driver.
This 4-piece 3/8”-drive tool is
designed for removing seized,
corroded and over tightened
fasteners. Hold the handle
tight against the fastener in the

direction of turning. The hammer
force is combined with the
impact driver’s turning action.
The handle also gives you more
control, letting you line up the
tool precisely — a sharp, careful

tap with the hammer and the
screw is released.

The kit also comes with an air-
hammer adaptor, this combined
with the flexi-head handle and
it becomes a formidable tool!

Using the adapter will allow you
to remove stubborn bolts and
fasteners with the extra power of
the air hammer; the combination
is particularly suitable for
suspension components.
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Mogs don’t just race against each other. In historic meetings they usually hold their own, and

often beat more exotic opposition. That's why we love racing! In a bonus feature this month

MOG's Motorsport Correspondent describes one such recent event.

WORDS Bob Bul PHOTOGRAPHY Tripos Media

ver the weekend of May 18/19th the Historic
Sport Car Club held its annual International
Trophy Meeting at Silverstone with a 14
race programme for a variety of monoposto, sports, and
saloon cars. Sunday’s race 12 was a round of the clubs,
Historic Road Sports Championship and featured an
eclectic mix of cars from the 1950’s and up to 1970.
Five Morgans featured in the entry list alongside TVR,
AC Ace, Lotus, Porsche, and similar marques, while a
separate Class saw a number of Historic Touring Cars in
the mix.
The event was a 40 minute, two driver affair, and at
the head of the grid, Will Plant had planted the V8 he
would share with father, Richard on pole position nearly
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four seconds better then the Tim and Robin Pearce in a
similar car, while Peter Garland, doubling up on driver
duties was third in his red version. Phil Tisdall lined up
7th in the V8 he shared with Simon King, while Alan
House with his 1959 +4 brought up the back of the grid.
From the off, Plant junior set a fierce pace pulling
out over a 4.0 second gap after just one lap, and steadily
increasing the margin to 22.0 seconds before handing
over to Richard on lap 6. An accident involving an MG
caused a full course yellow flag situation, resulting in
the field closing up and the leader’s gap to disappear.
While bad news for Richard Plant, it was good news
for spectators, and Robin Pearce, as a close battle now

ensued between the two closely matched Morgan V8’s



Richard Plant heads Robin Pearce during their battle

with the lead changing hands lap by lap. Simon King was
thoroughly enjoying his outing after taking over from
Phil Tisdall, chucking the car about with great abandon,
and moving into third place, albeit 30 seconds behind
the front runners. During the chaos of pit stops Peter
Garland had slipped to an eventual ninth spot, possibly
forgetting that he had to get back into the car, as he was
driving alone.

Robin just pipped Richard to the flag by a mere 0.210
seconds, the yellow flags did the Plant family no favours
atall. Alan House brought up the rear of the field his car
sounding a little off song, normally one would expect
to see Alan well in the thick of the action. Come the
prize giving it was Tim and Robin Pearce collecting
the Peter Shaw Trophy awarded to the winners, while
Tisdall/King stepped up as runners up, it seems that the
second placed car on the road was not eligible for the
Championship and had only the glory to take home.
Something to do with the make of tyre I think.

The plan of action for the winners was summed up
by father, Tim; “Get the old guy out
Robin take over as soon as possible, and go on to take

”

This strategy saw

the victory, after the race he said; “It was a good fair fight
with Richard, and very enjoyable.”

Despite the technicalities it was great to see three
Morgans at the front of the field, well clear of some
more modern, and sophisticated machinery. Well done

Malvern. MOG

INTERNATIONAL TROPHY MEETING

Peter Garland. Drove alone

The Winning V8

Tim and Robin collect the Peter Shaw Trophy
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N High power LED upgrade for
ew' Reversing & Rear Fog Lights

New lights are pre-wired
wiring contain special and terminated ready to
and powerful 2 colour o anay oy connect to xtg wiring.

LED bulbs. NN ' Quick & easy.

Creates matching pair of " N
lights which are very bright

e—

red when rear fogs are » 5
selected and very powerful white when you reverse. This looks far better and

also means the car is legal to use in all countries. Money-back guarantee.
Full Kit just £79.99+VAT. Special two-colour bulbs £18.99+VAT each.
High power efficient LED upgrades in stock for all other lights on all Morgans
Tech support always available. Call us for a chat about your requirements

0121 773 7000

enquiries@bettercarlighting.co.uk
www.bettercarlighting.co.uk

hristopher J
FINE SPORTS CARS -

& 001-772 634-4363 ¢ christopherjohnltd @ mail.com
yt

Daytona Beach, Florida ® www.christopherjohnlitd.com
Florida’s Morgan dealer #motoringwithstyle
We sell buy & cons:gn Morgon cars & quohty Brmsh sports cars

, | st arrived! 2018 Morgan 3 wheeler
Plus 4 Club Sport track carl  Oport Dove Grey with Mulberry Dia

= mond quilt leather, Fishiale exhaust.
2005 Roadster V6 3.0 = CS 7 - S
Sapphire blue / biscuit

Roadster D L
CLUB SPORT

Intermeccanica > |
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This month we look at what the future may hold for our beloved classic vehicles,

will they be destined for the museum as polluting relics of a bygone era, or
celebrated as historical reminders of our ingenuity.

WORDS Travis Blake

h, the beautiful classic car, van, lorry, enjoyment of our classics be visual?
A motorcycle, tractor, whichever is your thing, UK legislation governing the use of classic vehicles
you simply cannot beat the sound, sight, over the past decade has become more lenient than
smell of them passing by on a beautiful summer’s day, stringent which has encouraged classic ownership and
those sleek lines, bold styling and individuality making the preservation of these pieces of automotive history
today’s dull computer aided design bodywork look rather than reducing the numbers remaining in use.
somehow all the same. Automotive artworks each and Exemption from the Road Fund Licence, road tax to
every one of them, some more so than others granted, you and me, and now no need for a forty or more year
but equally as special to their proud owners I'm sure. old vehicle to take, let alone pass an MOT test, provided
But what will become of our classics (a quick that the vehicle has not had any substantial changes in
definition; a vehicle built or registered over 40 years the last 30 years! There are of course penalties should
ago) now that plans are ahead for carbon neutrality? a classic vehicle be deemed not to be roadworthy and
We must assume that the internal combustion engine itis the responsibility of the owner to ensure that the
is simply not part of any future plans and this will be vehicle is sound before it is used on the road. Exactly
coupled with a serious reduction in the availability of why this is the case I'm unsure, and I couldn’t get a
fuel to run these vehicles if nothing else, will the only comment from the Department for Transport and there >
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SA 3.0,wikimedia.org

are several different views as to why the MOT is no
longer required. The general consensus is that owners
of classic vehicles will maintain them in nothing but
tip top condition or the vehicles will be being restored.
There is of course still the option to have the vehicle
MOT tested anyway, for peace of mind if nothing else,
especially if one is not mechanically minded.
Considering today’s legislation we are very much
of the opinion carry on as you were, in fact, carry on
as you were with some benefits, but enjoy this while
you can as there will most certainly be something
around the corner. The Department for Transport
will indubitably introduce legislation that restricts, or
ultimately, prohibits the use of vehicles using older less
efficient internal combustion engines and given their
recent consultation paper, “Road Vehicles — Improving

Air Quality and Safety” it would appear to be necessary.

There is a lobbying body that work on behalf of
the UK’s classic vehicle owners, The Federation of
Historical Vehicle Clubs, who having pointed out the
impact of banning classic vehicles from an economic
perspective, and believe that the future of classic
motoring is likely to remain as it is today. There are
several reasons for this and when you consider the
figures perhaps the argument holds water. Classic
vehicles account for just 0.7% of all vehicles on the
road and they travel an estimated measly 1000 miles
on average per year. The consultation paper targets a
ban on internal combustion engine vehicles by 2040,
however, Sir Greg Knight, the current Chairman of
the All Party Parliamentary Historic Vehicles Group,
believes that given the numbers mentioned above,
classic vehicles will not only be exempt from these

measures but will continue to increase in valuein >
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John Grainge

the coming decades, rather than plummet due to an
outright ban. Guy Lees-Milne, Director at Silverstone
Auctions, told me, “Our sister company, Classic Car
Auctions, has gone from strength to strength over
the last S years specialising in Classics up to £50,000.
There is confidence in this area of the market as end
users continue to enjoy driving, using and improving
their cars with little risk of the values dropping.”
Niall McCart, owner of Retrospective Scooters the
UK's leading vintage Vespa and Lambretta scooter
shop, has other ideas about how he can continue his

crusade to ensure the survival of as many of these
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beautiful Italian classics as he can. Through the
development of Project E, a kit that will transform your
polluting internal combustion engine two wheel terror
into an eco-friendly, undeniably stylish scooter of the
future. The kit is available to self-fit or can be fitted in
Retrospective’s own workshops. For Niall the future
of classic scootering is already with us and it is electric,
when I said to Niall, “but I love small of two stroke oil”
and he replied sagely, “People used to love the smell of
cigarettes in pubs” a good point, well made.

At Silverstone Technology Park, right by the famous

racing circuit, Lunaz Design Director, David Lorenz, is



Brooksbro69, CC BY-SA 3.0,wikimedia.org

busy future proofing a range of iconic classic vehicles.
The focus of the business is to create the future of
classics and as such they are not specialising in one
particular marque. Currently in creation are a stunning
Jaguar XK120 and an elegantly luxurious Rolls Royce
Phantom V. These vehicles are the first of their kind
and are the beginning of a long line of unique modern
classics. Lunaz manufacture, or have manufactured
exclusively for them, all new parts to replace the
existing internal combustion engine with a state of the
art electric motor and uprated running gear to create

an eminently more useable vehicle with none of the

INTO TOMORROW
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Rex Gray 1961 Rolls-RoyceiPhianton, CC BY 2.0

reliability foibles of the beloved classic.

As far as I'm concerned you cannot beat the smell
of two stroke in the morning and the sound of a classic
motor will always be music to my ears, but to some
extent the consideration is this, what would you rather
be the prey or the predator, hedge your bets and leave
your classic as it is, or do you modify, electrify and

guarantee its future survival?  MOG

As always a big thank you to all our readers joining
in the debate, let us know your opinions, you can email

me at travis@mogmag.co.uk
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Hob Vigger

This month we met up with Bob Digges at the Shelsley Walsh “Best of
British” weekend, where he was attending in his 4/4 WLR 892G

How long have you been the
owner of this lovely 4/4

I purchased the car 45 years ago. I
was only 25 years old at the time,
and found myself sitting in Peter
Morgan’s office at the Pickersleigh
Road factory, having heard about this
particular car. It had been involved
in a rather serious accident prior

to a full restoration by the factory.
Peter Morgan was keen to find a new
owner, but back then the factory did
not sell previously owned models,
and Peter was very keen to uphold
this arrangement so as not to upset
the dealerships. I cannot emphasise
enough that Peter was true to

the Morgan spirit of honesty and
integrity...it was important to him to

say