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Worazzi
HIGH TECH 2020 -f

As a celebration of their unrivalled history in Olympic shooting competitions and in honor of the 2020 Tokyo Olympics, Perazzi
are proud to unveil the new High Tech 2020

A
From Tokyo 1964 to Rio 2016, Perazzi shooters have won more Olympic medals thgn any other marque - a grand total of 54
since Perazzi's first Olympic appearance. /

Buyi azzi is nut I|ke picking up any gun off of the shelf, when buying a Perazzi you have the option of a completely
bespﬂlg& service allo you ta choose from thousands of options to design the gun that is perfect for you and the only extra
: =_ huﬂd . This means your gun is made to feel exactly right for you, an extension of your arm ﬁ this is

And the reason Perazzi performs so well?

oice of champions. Though the differences may be subtle, almost indefinable — a few millimeters and a few

grams there — th I-[I"I'I' ment in the handling and feel is significant and undeniable.

The new High%’ : 2020 is available in both High Tech and High Tech Sporting ?Efﬁtﬂﬂ%ﬂ'llﬁ gun with its distmciﬁ engraving,

|
offers all the usualiPer i v?‘nta;es a

r LY
The High Tech is the perfect blend of medern design aﬁd classic elegance, with the expertise of 60 years of Perazzi experience

—

making it the definitive choice for t

/4
J

rFd

Contact your nearest Perazzi dealer for more information.
To find your nearest dealer visit www.ruag.co.uk
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LENSES BY

STLA

PERFORMANCE EYEWEAR
technically the finest eyewear in the world

KICK 2020 OFF

NEW CHROMASHIFT LENS SCIENCE
AND HIGH PERFORMANCE RUBBER OUTLAW TREAD TEMPLES

6007% LIFT - MAX HIGH CONTRAST
FULL SUN;, MEDIUM, AND LOW LIGHT
24CMX, 44CMX, 64CMX

Chromashift Coatings and Enhanced High Contrast Pigment Saturation

¢ &

J =
“E4CHX™
4 ”
CHROMASHIFT MAX KIT 4.0 - 3 HIGH CONTRAST MAX LEMSES

T3
AP - W

“24CMX" “J4CMX" “HSACMX™
FULL SUN MEDIUM LIGHT LOW LIGHT

v

£

“BLACK TREAD"

“RED TREAD™

INTRODUCING CHROMASHIFT HIGH CONTRAST MAX ORANGE
SUPER BCHOSTIMG ORAMNGE filters for maxmmum regitration and ift of orange and pink
targets. These high contrast lenses have rich definition and are extremely crisp.
This new family of Chromashift High Contrast lenses use our EXCLUSIVE ZEISS
pigment technology to provide exact filter color profiles that are formulated off
spectrometer definitions of manufactured clay targets. All our new Chromashift
lenses are coated with exclusive premium ZEISS Chromashift coatings that reduce
glare and tune these special filters.

“GREY TREAD"”
AVAILABLE IN A NEW 3 LENS KIT - 24CMX, 44CMX, 64CMX
FULL SUNTO LOW LIGHT

OUTLAW X8, OLITLAW X7, PANTHER X&, PANTHER X7

“TREAD ZONE”

OUR NEW OUTLAW TREAD TEMPLES
HIGH PERFORMANCE RUBBER

OFFERED IN BOTH THE
OUTLAW Xé AND OUTLAW X7

203-894-3265 » WWW.PILLASPORT.COM
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pring is just around the
corner, and not a moment
too soon! After all the
grey, wet and windy
weather, | can't wait to
get out shooting on a
lovely warm spring morning with the sun
shining, birds singing and buds bursting.
One of the side benefits of our sport is that
it gets us out in the fresh air to enjoy the
countryside. We are lucky here in the UK
to have some stunning shooting grounds
set in lovely scenery. I'm always amazed
how the wildlife doesn't seem remotely
bothered by all that banging. I've shot on

a stand where blue tits are nesting in the
soundproofing, just feet from the muzzle,
and many’s the time shooting has been
halted while a herd of fallow deer run
across in front of the traps.

Before we get too carried away about
the coming season, however, there’s
some unfinished business from last year.
It's time for the annual round of awards
recognising those who have excelled
in the past twelve months — not just in
competition but volunteering, coaching,
running grounds, cooking meals, setting
courses, bringing us ever better guns and
cartridges, and all the other things that
make our sport what it is.

This issue is a celebration of all that.
We report on the annual CPSA Awards,
where Amy Easeman deservedly won the
coveted Clay Shooter of the Year award.

Welcome

Did you know?

You can buy a single copy of this
magazine, or order a subscription, at
www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/csm

Then there's our own Nation's Favourite
Shooting Ground awards, with more
regional and category winners than you
can shake a stick at, on page 28.

Plus of course there were our Great
British Shooting Awards, presented at the
British Shooting Show at the NEC in mid-
February. That one is run in association
with our sister magazines Sporting Rifle,
Airgun Shooter and Gun Trade News,
and covers the whole range of shooting
sports. Clay shooters will be particularly
interested in the Shotgun of the Year and
Shotgun Ammo of the Year awards, as well
as the Innovation and Retailer categories,
and you can find all the details on page 12.

Of course there’s much more than
awards in this month’s issue. Qur main
feature, on page 16, is a subject we're often
asked about - How do [ get sponsored? We
talked to the head honchos at some of the
main sponsoring companies in the sport,
as well as asking some of the most heavily
sponsored shooters for their tips. If you'd
like to get sponsorship for your shooting,
it's packed with invaluable advice.

All that plus the usual mixture of
advice, tips, technical reviews, shooter
profiles, buying guides and more, aimed at
every level from the complete beginner to
seasoned expert. We've enjoyed putting
this issue together and I hope you enjoy
reading it - and as always, I'll be delighted
to hear any feedback and suggestions you
have to make the magazine even better. B

James Marchington, Editor

facebook.com/ twittercom/ instagram.com/ youtube.coms
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Established 1980

With our onsite shooting ground you are able to try before you buy with various makes, models and specifications available

New Blaser £6.495

F3 Super Spost — Left handed, 327 Barrels,

“RE:tm-:In:d mulis cholces, Adpstable nb for
altening point of impact, Centre bead, Blued

action fior maodem ook, Tioe left handed

opening, Bamel selector, Adjustable

mgmﬁﬁﬂm swell, Ad Jlll-'l-‘E-T-H ble

y  Monte-Carlo stock, Well figured
honey wood, Stock &

> barrel weighting system,

Handles effortlesshy

Used Beretta 45,795

DTI11 ACS — Left handed, 30" Barels,
Extended mults choke, Admstable hagh
nib for altening point of impact, Centre
bead, Detachable tnigper group for
easy maintenance, Barrel selector,
Adpustable mgper. Adustable
commb for altenng gun fit,
Dark wood, B-fast stock
weighting system, Very
good condition.

i

New Bmwning £3.295

Ultta X5 — 31" Barrels  Extended nmilty
- chokes, Flat tapered b with centre
tramiline, Centre bead, Beavertail

«, forend for enhanced feel, Modem
- engraving with gold accenting,
Barrel selector, Adpustable
mgger, Full stock & barrel
weighting system,
Stunmng wood

] se Kriegh' _.glrza,w

K80 Supersport — 30" Barrels, Extended
trtannum mult chokes & hanger, Detailed
Renassance seroll engraved acton
with Gold accenting, Gold ventilated
mgger, Bamel selector, Adjustable
comb for altering gun fit,
B, Smnning honey & black
R figured wood, Effortless
; feel, Immiaculate
condition

Hold your
mobile device
with your camera
App Oopen over
this QR code o
view our full

oun stock List

,125
K80 Supf-;_;,}:aﬁ — Left handed, 32" Barrels,
fta

Extend nium mulin chokes &
hanger, Arabesque engraved action,
Vented tngger, Barrel selector,
Palm swell for added comfort,
. Adjustable roll over comb
for altenng gun fit, Well
figured wood, Great
condition.

Used Perazzi

£8.250

dan i) g

I-Ii%_h Tech S Black Edition — 317 Barrels,
1xed choke 172 & 172, Flat tapered
nb, Blued matte acuon for modemn
lock, 14 //8° Pastol gnp stock
with deep marbling gran
throughout, Effortless
balance, Great
condition.

Used Perazzi

£4,995

MXI12 Sport — 32" Barrels, Extended
Teague mult chokes, Flat tapered nib,
ved action with scroll engraved
borders, Barrel selector, 15
Pistol gnip stock wath dark
wood, Hesponsive
_ handhing, Very good
condition

DT11 Gold Trap - 30" Barrels, Fixed choke
¢ 3/4 & full, Flat paralle]l nb, Limuted

%, ediion with E;F'.m styled engraving
\_\ with only 250 made, Wide acuon
for ultra smooth shooting &
£ recon] absorption, Palm swell,
s Adjustable mgger, B-fast
L stock weightmg system,
Very stable feel.

Used Krieghoft 7,500

EB0 Supersport — 30 Barrels, Extended
utanmm mmlu chokes, Titaniom hanger,
Flat tapered nb with centre ramline,
Centre bead, Arabesque style
engraved action, Bamel selector,
% Adpustable tngger, Palm swell,
Au:l. ustable comb, Honey
& black deeply figured
wood, Immaculate
condition.

New Perazzi £9.185

MX2000 S Sport — 30 3/4” Barrels,
Fixed choke 3/4 & full, Flat tapered
nib, Blued action with hand
engraved scroll, Barre] selector,
15" Pistol gnp stock wath
upgraded SC2 wood,

' Very refined handling

Used Perazzi  £11.750

W12 5C3 SE-m-t - 30 3/4” Bamels Foxed
choke 3/4 & 34, Flat tapered nb, Shim
beavertal forend for enhanced gnp,
Mo 101 hand scroll engraved action,
5 Prerced top lever, Bamrel selector,
f 13 Pistol gonp stock wath dark
well figured wood, Palm
swell for added comfort,
Efforiless balance,

b [mmaculate conditson.

Used Perazzi

MX12 Sport — 32" Barrels, Extended Teague
chokes, Flat tapered nb with centre
tramlme MNickel inshed acthon wath
\h]wzd parts & engraved borders,
Barrel selector, Adjustable comb
for custormsing gun fit, 14
3/8" Pistol gnip stock wath
honey w ., Handles
superbly, Great
eondition

£4.950

New Krieghoft £14,245

K80 Parcours — 31" Barrels, Flush
fitting mult chokes Flat tapered nb,
Sovereign scroll style action, Strong
action lockup, Barrel selector,
Adjustable tmgger, Palm
swell for extra comfort,
Adjustable comb,
_'p%md-:-:l wood,
uperb handling.

K80 Tlaﬁﬁlpﬁm] - 30" Bamels, Steel mult chokes
- Steel hanger, Adjustable nb for altening point of
i , Beavertal forend for added control,
lack Arabesque engraved action with
Germame scroll and Gold border grving
e unique look, Admustable tngger, Palm
swell for added comfort, Adpustable
Monte-Carlo with roll over comb
for head up posibon, Beautiful
" hioney olred wood,
i . ‘zb Immaculate condstion

Used Beretta

DT10 EELL Trap — 30" Barrels, Fmed choke
3/4 & full, Flat tapered nb, Beavertail
forend for added control, Fine seroll
engraved 51 ates for tradibonal
Took, Detachable migger group for
quick access, Palm swell for
added comfort, Adjustable
mgger, Honey coloured
wood, Superb
condition

£5.650

-
i

Used Perazzi

£6,450

MXS 5C3 - 29 1727 Bamrels, Fixed choke|
3B & 5/8, Flat parallel nb, Hand
hmished seroll engraved action,
% Blued parts, Detachable tngger
& group for easy mantenance,
15 172" Pistol gnp stock

with deep figunng, Very

responsive feel, Very

good condibon.

New Guerini

£5,295

Invictus I Ascent - 327 Bamels, Extended nulti
chokes, Ramped tapered nb with centre: trambine
Centre bead, Beavertal forend for added
control, Seroll engraved action depicting
gold Dragons, Barre] selector,
Adpstable mpper, Fully adpustable
comb for costonusad fit, Well
higimed wood, Very stable
feel, Sutable for shoobng
miltiple discrphnes

01670 787827 www.bywellshootingground.co.uk Celebrating 40 years of trading
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Young shotsstand out
at 2020 CPSA Awards

my Easeman was crowned
Clay Shooter of the Year at
the Clay Pigeon Shooting
Association Annual
Awards on 1 February at
the Belfry Hotel in Sutton
Coldfield. The junior shooter won the
World Compak Lady Champion title in 2019
at the age of 18, a remarkable achievement
marked by the prestigious award which in
previous years has gone to noted shooters
such as Mark Winser, Richard Bunning, Ed
Ling and Abbey Ling.

Ami Hedgecock was named Emerging
Shooter of the Year, a recognition not only
of her championship titles over 2019, but
also of her great sportsmanship. The CPSA
noted that this was a superb feat for a Colt to
have won in a category that is open to
all ages.

Former British Schools & Young Shots
champion Alfie Tibbles won Young Shot of
the Year, in his last year of eligibility for the
award as he has just moved up to Juniors and
15 already winning prizes in that category.

Popular CPSA Referee Tony Axcell was
named Sports Personality of the Year, a
recognition of his cheerful and professional
manner of officiating that exemplifies the
best of CPSA referees. Coach of the Year
went to Lee Wilcoxson, who gave up his
Previous career just six years ago to train
as a CPSA coach and become a full-time
shooting instructor.

Paul Bailey was named Disabled Shooter
of the Year, having achieved a series of
championship titles over 2019, including

A

b

wins outside the Disabled category against
able-bodied competitors. Sporting Targets
was named Club/Ground of the Year,

with Managing Director Andrew Clifton

accepting the award on behalf of the ground

that he has built over the past 30 years.
John Bidwell and Andy Coppen won

the Course Setter Recognition Award,

Alfie Tibbles was Young Shot of the Year in

' his last year of eligibility for the award

which was particularly a recognition of

the excellent British Open English Sporting
and Sportrap courses that they set in 2019.
Their courses were praised for their crowd-
pleasing qualities that provided an enjoyable
event for the less-experienced shooters in
attendance, and yet still challenged shooters
of the highest level.

April 2020 | 9
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The new initiative aims to give
under-166.a taste of shotgun
4 and airgun shooting for a

nominal fee

r
-

Kids get "Passport o

Shooting' at the Northern

Shooting Show

he Northern Shooting Show has come
up with a new scheme to get young
people into shooting. Courtesy of BASC,
under-16s will get free admission to the
show, on Friday 8 and Saturday 9 May at
the Yorkshire Event Centre in Harrogate.
Then for just £5 they can purchase
a "Passport to Shooting' to shoot clay
pigeons with the CPSA coaches on the
clay line, shoot air rifles with the amazing
Weihrauch HW 30, have a go on the BASC
shooting simulator on the AimCam stand,
shoot Bell Target with the Lincolnshire
Bell Target League and watch a game
preparation demo from Simon Whitehead.
The show organisers say the offer was
only made possible because of the partners
who are working with them, and also

thanks to the generous support of the team
at AimCam that were kind enough to have
sponsored it. AimCam’s Jamie Marston
said: " We are proud to sponsor this new
initiative and look forward to ensuring

the Passport to Shooting helps inspire the
next generation.”

He adds: “AimCam recognises how
important it is to give young people a
chance to experience our fantastic sport
and engage in our exciting way of life.

The Northern Shooting Show is the perfect
place to do that and we have worked with
their team to be able to give young visitors
to the show that chance.”

To tind out more about the show - and
also to save money on advance tickets! -
go to www.northernshootingshow.co.uk B

WIN EAST ANGLIAN
GAME FAIR TICKETS!

e've got ten family tickets to the

East Anglian Game & Country
Fair to give away to Clay Shooting
readers. Each ticket admits two adults
and two children aged 5-16 - under 5s
go free.

The show is at the Euston Estate near
Thetford on Saturday 25 and Sunday
26 April, and has a full range of trade
stands, displays and attractions covering
every aspect of the countryside,
including a 40-bird clay competition run
by the team from High Lodge. There’s
a special entrance and car park for clay
shooters. For more about the show, see
www.ukgamefair.co.uk.

To enter our competition and be in
with a chance of winning a family ticket
to the show, you'll need to answer this
simple question:

Which well known clay ground is
running the clay competition at the
East Anglian Game & Country Fair?

Go to www.ukgamefair.co.uk/
cscomp to give your answer and provide
your name and address details. Entries
close on 10 April. Terms and conditions
apply — details on the web entry form. B

New shooting glasses
have the Edge

-

Evolution Eyewear have launched new
shooting glasses, the Evolution Edge,
suitable for clay and game shooting.
The new glasses have been 12 months
in development and have top grade
polycarbonate lenses for optical
performance and impact protection.
The lenses, available in six colours, resist
smudges and fingerprints, are hardened
against scratches, and also have an anti-
fog coating.

Bisley Shooting Ground’s John Heagren
has given the glasses his seal of approval;
“I'm very impressed. They re 50 light you
hardly know you're wearing them and
the lenses really are exceptional quality.
Pretty much everything you could want
in shooting eyewear, yet at sensible
prices.” Prices start at £39.95, with a
five-lens =et costing £129.95. See waw.
evolutionsunglasses.com

Shooters give VAR the

thumbs-up
A poll of Clay Shooting readers has given
the thumbs-up to VAR (Video Assistant
Referee) being used at international
shooting finals. Readers voted 78% to
22% in favour of it being introduced,
with comments suggesting it could
disrupt the flow of a final and add stress
for the participants, but would ultimately
be more fair,

Tokyo 2020 will see VAR used for
the first time in Olympic Games shooting
events. The system is similar to those
used at major football and tennis matches,
and will mean a shooter or coach can
dispute a lost’ target which will then be
reviewed on slow motion video, and if
necessary the call will be overturned,
After trialling VAR in shotgun events last
year, the sport’s governing body, the IS5F,
amended its rules to allow VAR with effect
from 3rd February.

April 2020 |
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Future Publishing's Pete
Carr (left) returned to host
the awards ceremony for the
second time

Great British

hooting Awards

THE WINNERS

Browning, Eley Hawk and Gamebore are among the winners as
the Great British Shooting Awards 2020 results are revealed

he Great British Shooting
Awards crowned their
second set of winners on
15 February, with BASC's
Duncan Thomas receiving
a Lifetime Achievement
award and Browning, Tikka, Nightforce,
Gamebore and Pulsar among the industry
giants to receive an accolade.

First launched in 2018, the Awards'
aim is to give recognition to the products,
organisations and people that make
shooting tick. From cartridges to clothing,
scopes to shotguns, the awards represent
every corner of the market.

They announced their first winners at
the British Shooting Show in February 2019
- and returned bigger and better this year,
adding three new categories including an
award specific to shotgun ammunition and

T
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another for the most innovative product
launched all year.

Hosting the awards for the second year,
head judge and Future fieldsports editor-
in-chief, Peter Carr, reflected on an eventful
2019 for the gun trade: “It seemed that
at every turn, someone was trying to ban
what we do, or restrict it, or make it more
expensive. But we have plenty to celebrate.
| have personally seen some of the amazing
work done to fight back against prejudice.

“I've seen visionaries, coming up
with the next new product or way to get
newcomers hooked on shooting. I've seen
captains of industry, branding gurus and
digital pioneers. I've seen people working
damn hard, keeping their businesses going
or out there supporting our countryside
and the wildlife in it. At our core, that's what
we are - a tribe of hard workers.”

.
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akpading figures from the industry
attended the ceremony, held at the

British Shooting Show
————



RWiI

AHIALT

i PULSAR

STREAMLIGHT

AR IANT THINKIMG

= THE FUTURE
ff[:l OF OPTICS

e OLIALITY

Events

¢

Shooting Apparel of the Year
Deerhunter Pro Gamekeeper Jacket

Optics product of the Year — over £1,000
Nightforce SHY 5-20x56 ILL scope

Night vision/ Thermal Product of the Year
Pulsar Thermion XP50

Rifle of the Year [Sponsored by ATN]
Tikka T3X Cerakote

_

Shotgun Ammunition of the Year
Gamebore Black Gold

Optics product of the year = Under £1,000
Vortex Diamondback Tactical 64x50 scope

i

FTARIAT

Airgun of the Year
Air Arms 5510

Shotgun of the Year
Browning 725 ProSport

WHAT THE
WINNERS SAID...

David Stapley. Browning
“It's always great to win an award,
particularly when it's voted for by your
own peers in the industry. It's a proven
winner in competitions, and sales
volumes are excellent, so we're really
pleased to win."

Duncan Thomas, BASC
“What a surprise! To be frank, this

is down to a massive effort from an
extended team. Someone once said to
me, “Surround yourself in competence,
and | really do have a good, skilful,
enthusiastic team around me. Our
volunteers are absolutely priceless
too. What a fantastic result from a
team effort.”

Geoff Garrod

“I'm humbled, knowing how many good
gamekeepers are out there. To have the
public vote for me is a great honour. I'm
chuffed to bits!"

Rodrigo Crespo.

Eley Hawk

“We have to say thank you to all the
British shooting community. If we want
to make sure the sport is able to survive
over a number of years, we have to take
part in the eco revolution, and we like to
think that embracing the Pro Eco wad is
a step in the right direction.”

Martyn Buttery, Eley Ltd
“I'm ecstatic. To actually win with our
subsonic hollow points is fantastic.
Thanks to the team at Eley — all the
people on the floor who actually
manufacture the product - really, the
award is for them.”

Mark Davies,

Thomas Jacks

“We're delighted. The Thermion has
been a massive success for us. It's got a
revolutionary design, and it's nice to see
the hard work the manufacturers put
into it being rewarded.”

April 2020 |
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Erowning's /25 ProSport won Shotgun
of the Year. while two shotgun cartridge
makers were celebrated this time around
- Gamebore’s Black Gold won the Shotgun
Ammunition award, and Eley Hawk's water-
soluble Pro Eco wads were crowned the
maost innovative product.

Pulsar returned as the awards’ headline
sponsor, and also picked up the Night
Vision/Thermal Product of the Year award
for the Thermion XP50. The Tikka T3X
Cerakote was Rifle of the Year, while Air
Arms's S510 won Airgun of the Year for
the second year in a row. Deerhunter’s
Pro Gamekeeper jacket won the Apparel
of the Year category. See elsewhere on
this page for the full list of winners, B

“The public
voting for me is
a great honour,

I’m chuffed.” T i natwiee e

people who make shooting tick

¥ amiaT
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Innovative Product of the Year Gamekeeper of the Year

Eley Hawk Pro Eco Wad [Sponsored by BASC] Geoff Garrod

Professional Stalker of the Year
[Sponsored by Norma]
Chris Dalton

Rifle Ammunition of the Year
Eley Subsonic Hollow

Dutstanding Contribution to

J Conservation [Sponsored by Ariat]

Retailer of the Year Sporting Rifle magazine
[Proudly Sponsored by Streamlight] Lifetime Achievement Award
Sportsman Gun Centre Duncan Thomas

14 | clay-shooting.com



FENNES

SHOOTING SCHOOL

DID YOU KNOW

We are the
closest practice ground to

The Essex Gun Masters
08.04.2019 -14.04.2019

‘:

Situated in 100 acres of North Essex countryside and woodland, Fennes Shooting School provides excellent shooting

practice for the novice and expenenced gun alike.
¢ 120 foot (40 metre) tower, the tallest in Essex, which
has 8 different traps releasing clays at varying angles

Tuition can be booked, if required, with one of
our experienced instructors - available for all ages
and abilities

14 sporting stands
Skeet and DTL layouts

Entertain staff and clients for the day -
Corporate Packages available

OrENNG TS

Fennes Shooting School is open for practice and tuition:

Monday, Thursday and Friday 9.00am - 6.00pm
Tuesday and Wednesday 9.00am - 8.00pm
Winter months 9.00am — dusk

Saturday 9.00am - 1.00pm
Closed Sundays and Bank Holidays

FENNES SHOOTING SCHOOL, FENNES ESTATE, BOCKING, BRAINTREE, ESSEX, CM7 5PL
01376 324 599  info@fennesclays couk  www fennesclays co uk



WHAT IS
AVAXHOME?



https://avxlive.icu/

the biggest Internet portal,
providing you various content:
B brand new books, trending movies,
fresh magazines, hot games,

recent software, latest music releases.

Unlimited satisfaction one low price
Cheap constant access to piping hot media
Protect your downloadings from Big brother

Safer, than torrent-trackers

18 years of seamless operation and our users' satisfaction

All languages
Brand new content

One site

AvaxHome - Your End Place

We have everything for all of your needs. Just open https://avxlive.icu


https://avxlive.icu/

Bagging a sponsor can put your shooting career on an entirely
new trajectory — and James Simon explains how to do it

ame, status, free stuff -

what's not to like?
F It's easy to see the
benefits of being

sponsored by some of clay
shooting’s top brands,

but harder to understand how to attract
themn in the first place. We explore the steps
you need to take and ask some well-known
shooters for their tips on how to get brands
excited enough to want to sew their logos on
your shooting vest.

1. Show potential

For the vast majority of shooters,
sponsorship gives them a huge leg up
because it funds their practice sessions. The
more practice you put in, the more likely a
DIg win Is going to come your way. In theory,
the more wins, the more Sponsors come
calling = a virtuous circle. In reality, although

16 | clay-shooting.com

SHOOTERTIPS
Ami Hedgecock

Awarded CPSA Emerging Shooter of the
Year 2019,

Sponsors: Laporte-CPC, Eley Hawk, GMEK,
Sam Green, Rebert Mewsham - The Reyal
Oak Team.

= | wouldn't be able to achieve at the

level | am now without sponsorship.
Support with clays from Laporte CPC and
cartridges from Eley have made competitive
shooting affordable.

® | put a lot of effort into shooting, but also
into social media and the way that | conduct
myself at shoots. These three things have
really helped me to gain sponsorship and
develop further with miy sponsors.

® Mever feel too much pressure, Everybody
makes mistakes from time to time, 50 my
approach is to be open and honest about
any that | do make,



Feature

SHOOTER TIPS

Emma Parkinson

Lady International English Skeet Champion, currently
ranked Mo, 1in CPSA rankings.

Sponsors: Eley Hawk, Ed Lyons, Le Chameau, Maniuel
Ricardo,

= Never be afraid to approach people = you have absolutely
nothing to lose. Get up the courage to have a chat with them
at any big event and let them know what you do,

® Try to be as active as possible on social media, and don't be
shy to let your personality come across. Always tag the brands

Yo ane using, because they will notice and appreciate if.

® Make sure to associate yourself with companies who
genuinely care about you and not just themselves. All of my
sponsors welcome feedback and are really concerned about
my happiness with their products and services.,

Results are important,
but sponsors are also
looking to support
shooters with potential

SHOOTER TIPS
Leah Southall

DTL England Squad and CPSA Young Shot
of the Year 2019 nominee.

Sponsors: Laporte-CPC, GME, Eley Hawk,
Ed Lyons, Mac\Wel, Cens Digital

® | had quite a big social media presence
and | believe this exposure helped me to
attract sponsors. | was always posting
when | was training and competing.

® Present yourself really well at
competitions, and around shooting
grounds generally. You just never know who
is going to be there to take notice.

® If you are seen as a responsible
ambassador for the sport. then brands will
want towork with you.

® Remember to be friendly and polite, even
if you are having a bad day!

scores are very important, it's not just about
winning, it's about potential.

"If people want to get involved with Eley
Hawk then the first step is to submit their
shooting CV - essentially, what they've shot,
where they ve shot and what their goals are,
says David Thompson, Marketing Manager
at Eley Hawk. "But don't get disheartened if
you are young or new to shooting,” he adds. ™
We started sponsoring Amber Hill at 12 years
old because we recognised her potential.
For us, that's what sponsorship is about
- finding potential and supporting those
shooters to help them achieve everything
they can.”

It is a similar story at Laporte-CPC. A
well laid-out CV with your wins and goals
gives us a lot of information on which to
base a decision,” says Gaylia Fallon, general
manager. "However, every shooter is
assessed individually, and their character
is more important than their scores. We
consider everyone equally from teenagers
to seniors. and it's amazing to watch the
development of someone starting out,
beginning to improve, competing and then
progressing to world championships.”

So the first lesson is that proving your
potential by demonstrating commitment to
the sport can be just as effective as a long
list of wins.

2. Be professional

In seme markets — music and fashion spring
to mind = it's not uncommon for brands to
promote themselves with shock tactics and
provocative statements. Let's get real, this is
unlikely to happen in clay shooting. Not least
because safety is paramount, and the sport
has to fight hard to protect its image to win
public support. What clay shooting needs is
upstanding brand ambassadors.

“We look for those who are clearly
excelling in their discipline, who present
themselves well and conduct themselves
in a professional way at shoots.” says GMK

April 2020 | 17



marketing manager Warren Thackeray. “It's
important that we select those who are true
ambassadors of clay shooting sports as a

whole, not just us here at GMK and Beretta.”

3. Embrace social media

Love it or hate it, social media is the primary
way for brands to reach out to their markets,
50 a presence on Instagram and Facebook
are an absolute must. There has tobe a
harrmonious relationship between your
channels and your sponsor’s.

“We've seen phenomenal growth in
social media in the past few years” says
David Thompson. "Our Instagram following
is heading towards 30,000. The public now
finds out about the sport via posts from key
enthusiasts like our sponsored shooters. It
generates leads, it generates interest.

18 | clay-shooting.com

“If shooters are being positive on social
media about the sport by promaoting the great
things that they are doing, the great places
they have visited and the great people that
they have met, then that's exactly what we
are looking for. It gets a wider reach and more
people take it up. The mativation to promote
the sport for everybody, not just Eley, is a
green light for us.

GMK rates a positive social media
profile. “"An active social media presence is
enormously helpful” says Warren Thackeray.
"Many of our shooters do post their results
anline, which is a really effective way to
reach our wider audience. It's great to see
the community spirit we have among our
shooters — they all celebrate each other's
success with positive comments and
congratulations. It also keeps communication
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open with our sponsored shooters so we can
see their progress.”

4. Be tenacious

Gaining sponsorship can be a long. hard slog.
But, stay focused, don't get disheartened and
keep at it. Learn from every rejection by always
politely asking for feedback and then act on the
advice you have been given. "Be active.” urges
Gaylia Fallon. “Sending in CVs, being on social
media and saying hello to us at events is always
a great place to start. We can't sponsor you if
we do not know about you!”

5. Be resilient

There's no such thing as a free lunch, and
some find the mental strain that can come
with sponsorship an issue. The best sponsors
will support your route to success, the worst

SHOOTER TIPS
Lucy Hall

GER Olympic Trap Shooter.
Sponsors: GME, Eley Hawk, Promatic, Manuel

Ricardo, Corsivia and Pilla.

= Hard work, dedication and results

are required before you start to look for
sponsorship. But there's more to it than just
winning — they want athletes who are true
ambassadors for the sport.

= You have to have commitment and belief in
yourself, If you show confidence and create

a shooting CV, then the sponsors will start to
believe in you too.

® It can be really hard, but you have to put
vourself out there. If vou fail initially then try to
get feedback, act on it and try again. Don't give

up trying!



just pile on pressure. Ask yourself: are resilient
enough for sponsorship? Is this something
that you really want?
“"People think it must be wonderful to
be given loads of free stuff,” says David
Thompson. "But the reality is that they will
have responsibilities to face up to, and be
under increased scrutiny on social media.
“We have a responsibility to our shooters,
the younger ones in particular, so we make
it clear that school and family must come
first. We also reassure parents that we are
not going to place unreasonable expectations
on their children, and we will support them
through any difficulties they may encounter.
Our relationships are well-managed, so
shooters are never under huge pressure to
please us, Instead, our aim is to facilitate their
success through support, so that both parties
benefit from a sustainable career in shooting.”

So be resilient, but know when to say no.
and when to ask for help.

6. Be yourself

It's easy to put on a fagade, to pretend to be
aversion of ourselves that we think is more
attractive. But these personas are exhausting
to keep up, often unconvincing

and always unsustainable. Those are not
positive attributes with which to attract a
sponsor that aims to support you through
your entire career.

"The watchword we live by is authenticity,”
says David Thompson, “Is the person looking
for sponsorship authentic, are they looking
to better themselves, to give their best? Can
they be a true ambassador for the sport? If
that authenticity is there, then we are willing
to back them because we know we will end up
with a really positive relationship.”

SHOOTERTIPS
Steve Clark

Champion shot, sponsored shooter

and brand ambassador.

Sponsors: Eley Hawk, GME, CJC
Developments.

= Keep banging in those good scores.
Sponsors are not bothered by a drop in form,
but work hard to get back up there as quickly
as possible.

® Be respectful to the people who have
helped you so far. Always carry yourself in an
appropriate manner and dress smartly.

= [f things go wrong, talk. Be upfront.
Sponsors are there to help, which is why they
are Sponsoring you.

Next steps
Trying to bag a sponsor can certainly be
worth the effort. Eley Hawk give more
than £15,000 in sponsorship value every
year, usually in the form of free or discounted
cartridges. Last year Laporte-CPC gave
away 250,000 clays. GMK don't fix a yearly
quota, but they typically loan guns to their
sponsored shooters.

Eley Hawk finalises sponsorship deals
in December, so start building your results
and your social media presence now so
that you are ready to submit your CV in
October. Laporte-CPC reviews sponsorship
every six months. and GMK is always
open to proposals. These three firms are
just the tip of the iceberg. Look around
and think about which companies might
work with you, and when yvou've done that,
then plan your approach.
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Events

BASC confirms their
sponsorship for 2020

The ‘black’ course will be
known as the BASC Course

Details in next issus

BS$YS

BRITISH SCHOOLS & YOUMG SHOTS

CHAMPIONSHIP

PETER
WILSON

We're thrilled
that Olympic gold
medallist Peter
Wilson will be the

celebrity guest at

TO PRESENT PRIZES

The 2012 Olympic gold medallist will be at Orston on 25 April — will you?

he 2020 British
Schools & Young Shots
L I i Championship is the
big one for individual
young shots and schoaol
teams from around the
country = and this years event will be extra
special, with a guest appearance from 2012
Olympic gold medallist Peter Wilson MBE.
The UK's national championships for
under-18s will see the country’s finest
young talent competing over three
courses of varying difficulty — Red, Blue
and Black — at Orston Shooting Ground
in Nottinghamshire on Saturday 25 April.
Maore than just a competition. it will be a
showcase for young shooting talent, with
with a chance to catch the eye of British
Shooting who are attending to explain their

Josh Bennion
won the 2019
championship
with a
phenomenal

cloy il

LAY |
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The competition attracts schools and young shots from around the country

Talent Pathway:.

The competition has become renowned
for highlighting emerging talent in the world
of clay shooting, with previous winners
including Brody Woollard, Ronnie Green
and Alfie Tibbles. Last year the trophy went
to Joshua Bennion, who shot a perfect
50-straight around the course at Atkin
Grant & Lang. In the team categories,
Bloxham School put in a tremendous
performance, winning the Red and Black
course prizes and scooping first and
second place on the Blue; their shooters
took the first three individual placings on
Blue as well.

Orston Shooting Ground is on a stunning
b3-acre site between Nottingham and
Grantham, with great facilities and good
access from all over the country. There
will be trade stands around the warm and
friendly Orston clubhouse, which will be
serving food and refreshments all day -
plus there's a gun shop where you can

browse the guns. clothing and accessories
on display.

As always there will be a host of trophies
to be won, as well as sponsored prizes.
We re in negotiations with some exciting
sponsors and will be announcing the details
in due course, but rest assured there will be
plenty of tasty prizes on offer!

Get booked in

Entries are filling up fast, and this is

one shoot you won't want to miss -

s0 make sure of your place by booking

in with Orston Shooting Ground. If you
want to shoot with a school team. it's
specially important to book ahead, even
if you don't yet have full details of all the
team members. Download an entry form
at www.orston.comscompetitions, or for
moare information contact the ground via
email on info®orston.com. You can also call
them 01949 851181. @



THE GREAT SHIRES
GAME FAIR 2020

THREE COUNTIES SHOWGROZND

SHOOTING - FISHING - GUNDOGS
ARENA DISPLAYS, DEMONSTRATIONS, FOOD HALL,
HAVE-A-GO ACTIVITIES & COUNTRYSIDE SHOPPING

01392 421500 | GREATSHIRESGAMEFAIR.CO.UK
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ERISWELL LODGE

erswell-lodge.com = 01638 534045 nfoaierisw

( L'lj.-' hhu:mlmg Corporate |-.x'un15~'. ]lnln:m Cafe

Tuition available for all ability levels,
' % starting at £35 per hour plus clays and "
APSI cartridges - call us to book your session! ok

Corporate, team building, stag & hen, parties - all catered for,
starting at £35 per person - contact us fo discuss your needs!

Please check our website for upcoming competition fixtures!
New Clubhouse
Opening 2019!

Opening Times
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hours change for SUMMER!

Where to find us.....

I

Eriswell Lodge Lid, Brandon Road,
Enswell, Brandon, Suflfolk, IP27 9FB

evolution

SUNGLASSES & EYEWEAR
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ve yourself the Edge
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John Heagren wearing the new Evolution Eage

Evolution Edge is the latest addition to
the UK’s best-selling shooting eyewear.
Technically advanced, it's everything you
could want in shooting eyewear yet at
highly affordable prices.

= Large full-wrap for total eye protection
+ Class 1 optical grade polycarbonate lens
* [mpact resistant lens (complies with EN166)
* Oleophobic & Hydrophobic lens coating — water & oil
repellent; smudge & fingerprint resistant
» HCAF twin lens coating: superior hard coating on lens
front protects against scratches and abrasion; anti-fog
coating on the lens rear prevents misting

* Unaobtrusive, adjustable nose piece
* UV400 rated lens (maximum UVR protection)
» Cam hinges to the arms (snap closure)
* |Interchangeable model

“I'm very impressed with the new Evolution Edge shooting
eyewear; they're so light you hardly know you re wearing them
and the lenses really are exceptional quality. Evolution are
onto a winner with this terrific value shooting eyewear”
John Heagren, Shooting Manager, Bisley Shooting Ground.

6 Individual Colours: Grey, Rose,
Orange, Yellow, Purple & Light
Yellow at RRAP of £39.95 each
Or 5 Lens Interchangeable Set

at RRP of £129.95

Please call or email for our new shooting eyewear brochure:

T: 01256 533955
E: info@evolutionsunglasses.com

volutionsunglasses.com
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The 2020 Clay Shooting Classic is shaping up to be
one of the highlights of the year — get booked in now!

lans are coming together
for a truly memorable
Clay Shooting Classic at
Orston Shooting Ground
in Nottinghamshire

on 27-31 May. The
Classic has a long history of exciting
targets, stiff competition and a terrific
atmosphere = and this one is set to live
up to expectations. with some big name
sponsors such as Pilla already lined up,
and prizes including cash and Clever
cartridges down to 10th place in all the
classes and categories.

Orston’s Emily Martin says: "We're
really excited and looking forward to
hosting the event. For those of you that
haven't been to Orston, it's a 53-acre
site based between Nottingham and
Grantham. We've got great access from all
over the country, meaning hopefully lots of
you will be able to reach us.

“We've got Sporting and Sportrap
running on all days, Wednesday through
to Sunday. with Wednesday being the
Services day. The Sporting consists of
two 75-bird courses and the Sportrap
comprises four layouts of 25"

22 | clay-shooting.com

Orston's Dan Martin and his tearn will
be setting the targets. He says: "We hold a
lot of competitions here every weekend on
Sporting and Sportrap. It's a flat ground
but we are bringing in a number of telelifts
to add a bit more variation to the targets.

“It's there to be enjoyed. Looking at
Classics from the past, you get a broad
section of people that come and shoot
the course, from the high-end competition
shooters to those who shoot club shoots
once in a fortnight. It's going to be fun,
challenging, interesting — and the format
15 going to be slightly different.

“There are going to be speciality
stands, which we've already got
sponsorship for, adding something a bit
different. It's about keeping it fun, keeping
it exciting. challenging those at the top but
remaining nice and enjoyable for those
who are doing it just for fun.”

Bookings are already open, and Emily
says that entries are coming through thick
and fast: "Don’t be afraid - get booked on.
Call us on 01949 851181, or take a look at
www.orston.com. We've got three guys in
the office, so if you've got any questions at
all, just call = we're here to help.” &

Orston’s Dan and Emily Martin

are excited to be
year's Classic

ing this
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Feature

The Classic attracts shooters
of every level, and should be
enjoyable for all

PRIZE FUND

SPORTING
High Gun £1,500
nd  £1,250
3d  £1,000

LADIES, VETS, JUNIORS
Ist £500
2nd £300
3rd £100
4th-10th 250 Clever cartridges

COLTS
; Ist £300
2nd £200

--‘l._

ey 3rd £100

.

s A “‘% ; ﬂjl‘ # 4th-10th 250 Clever cartridges
.. ' oy .ar-.n'.-f .r' "
. W s+ CPSACLASSES AAA,AA,A, B, C
F AL A /B Tr : f- - Ist £500
na - }\ e I
o T ] £ ; 3d  £100
— 1 ; 4th-10th 250 Clever cartridges

SPORTRAP
High Gun £500

2nd £250
3rd £150

LADIES, VETS, JUNIORS, COLTS
1st £100

Last year's winner, Richard Faulds, 2nd &75
receives the coveted trophy and 3rd £50

sponsored high gun prize
CPSACLASSES AAA,AAAB,C
Ist £100
| nd  £75
N 3nd

Dan iﬂll use tah:harldl!ers to add'
ok hrariaty o the targets
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BASC will deliver on:

* A coherent strategy to sustain shooting sports
¢ Preservation and expansion of political support for sustainable shooting
* Promoting the conservation benefits of shooting.

This will ensure everyone participating in shooting sports has:

* Access to sporting firearms
* Somewhere to go shooting
* A healthy quarry population.

If you support these objectives and join BASC we will give you:

* A superb insurance to protect you
¢ Exclusive shooting opportunities
* Unique offers to save you money.

To find out more and join BASC today
visit basc.org.uk

The Brilish Assodiation for Shooting and Consenvalion ks authorised and mguisied by the Fnancial Conduct Authoity il 311837,



Let us know if you have any questions
— we have the experts to answer them

Prescription inserts or lenses?

I read James Marchington's column

in last month'’s magazine and it
struck a chord with me, because [ too
have tried prescription inserts and been
less than delighted with the results.
Do you suggest | go to a shooting vision
expert like yourself for inserts better
suited to the sport, or would I do better
to bite the bullet and go for shooting
glasses with full prescription lenses?

James was quite right that the

prescription as measured by a high
street optician is meant for glasses where
the lenses are in a relatively flat plane.
When this ‘flat’ prescription is put into a
curved insert, "fishbowl-type” distortion
can be experienced. There are limitations

to what strength of prescription inserts
can handle, too. It all depends on the level
of curvature the design uses.

There are ways that even higher order
prescriptions can be optimised - this
involves recalculating the values taking
the base curve, wrap, forward tilt and
other measurements into account. These
are termed ‘individualised digirally
surfaced lenses’ and whilst more costly
than generic plastic resin can be a lot
better quality-wise.

That being said, inserts are always a
compromise as they can sometimes steam
up in adverse conditions and limit one’s
field of vision, and so many people are
moving towards fully glazed prescription
lenses. At present, we cannot make a

Getin touch!
erin toucn.
Send your guestions for
facebook.com/ bwitter.com. instagram.com. youtube.com./ our panel to fieldsportsa
ClayShooting ClayShootingMag clayshootingmag clayshootingmagazine futurenet.com or to the
Bromsgrove address on our
contents page

Prescription lenses require a dual lens frame

prescription lens in a single wraparound
shield so a dual lens frame needs to be used.
There are plenty of good designs to choose
from - you can see some examples on our
website www.flintandpartners.couk.

Ed Lyons

Do fibre wad cartridges recoil more?

With the ongoing moves against

plastic wads | have started using
the fibre wad version of my favourite
cartridges and I'm getting on well with
them. However I'm convinced I feel more
recoil with the fibre loads, despite using

YOUR EXPERTS

Richard Atkins

Clay Shooting's resident
technical expert, Richard
has decades of experience
reviewing guns, cartridges
and accessories. He's well
equipped to solve problems
on everything from shot
sizes to stock dimensions.

Ed Lyons

Director of Flint & Partners,
Ed's optometry work has
helped top-level athletes
reach their goals on
domastic and inbernational
lewel. Countless shooters
rely on him to keep their
vigion in top shape.

Stuart Farr

A lawyer spacialising in the
shooting sports, Stuart has
extensive experience in all
things legal - from solving
civil disputes relating to
firearms ownership, to
helping a gowerning body
draft its code of ethics.

the same 28g shot load as before. A friend I
shoot with tried a few and said he couldn’t
tell for sure. Is it possible that fibre wad
cartridges can recoil more?

In a word, ves! Fibre loads can feel

sharper than an equivalent plastic wad
load. However there is no simple answer
because several factors influence recoil. The
key factors in the actual recoil produced are
the weight of the ‘ejecta’ (everything that
exits the barrel upon firing) and the velocity
at which it is ejected,

The most obvious component of this is
the shot load. This is nominally the same in
cartridges marked as being 28 grams, but if
you look back through past cartridge reviews
in this magazine, you'll see it's not unusual
for there to be a few pellets’ weight difference
between any two cartridge types.

Then there are the wads used - plastic
wads typically weigh less than the fibre type
wad and the thick nitro’ card used with them.
Propellant powder charges are often larger in
fibre wad loads too, to make up for some gas
leakage past the fibre wad. This requires more
energy initially to achieve a similar velocity -
fibre wads are less efficient than plastic wads,

5o the combination of more powder,
heavier wads and the possibility of a slightly
greater payload will mean an actual increase
in recoil due to the increased momentum
produced. Then there’s the factor no-one
can precisely quantify: felt recoil. Qur

rThunmm

differences between
plastic and fibre wz

bodies feel the effects of recoil differently;
your shooting pal may be less sensitive to
recoil than you are.

On top of all this, the way the ballistics
are achieved affects felt recoil. This is too

complex to fully detail here but one factor is
the compressibility of the wad. Plastic wads in
lead shot loads have a long, collapsible, centre
section. This compresses substantially upon
firing. Some say this alone allows them to
‘fieel the difference’ between fibre and plastic
wad loads.

It’s difficult to quantify, but it is certainly
a factor. Baschieri & Pellagri invented their
Gordon cartridge case, where the base wad
in the cartridge case compresses slightly,
especially to reduce felt recoil. It therefore
seems a reasonable assumption that plastic
wads, which compress much more, can
achieve something similar.
Richard Atkins
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Some drugs are banned in
competition, even when used for
legitimate medical reasons

Will my medicine
get me banned?

I am an experienced clay pigeon shooter and have shot many
domestic competitions. I'd like to spread my wings and
try something with a more international flavour - but ] havea
concern. | have recently been diagnosed with high blood pressure
and prescribed a number of medications as a consequence. [ am
not sure whether this would effectively disqualify me or cause
problems for me if I wish to compete. What should I doand
where can I go for advice? | am naturally reluctant to follow this
new path if my new medication 1s unlikely to be permitted.

The first thing | would say is that shooters are human and can
succumb to medical issues or conditions just like anyone else,
The question is how those conditions are dealt with and whether
they are long term. The important point tor you is whether your
medication is prohibited in an international competitive environment.

Blood pressure is one of those long term conditions which can be
controlled in a variety of different ways, and sometimes with drugs
which work in different ways on the body. Often, several drugs are
used in combination, because this can keep the relative dosages smaller,
and help the patient to manage any potential side-effects.

Some drugs are expressly prohibited, while others are not.
Beta-blockers, for example, are prohibited in shooting disciplines
because they have a direct impact on the heart rate, Diuretics
are another class of drugs which are banned from competition.
Organisations such as the CPSA subscribe to the policies of the World
Anti-Doping Agency, wh ich in turn publishes up-to-date information
on all the prohibited classes of drugs and specifically lists the most
commaon types. This is available to download on their website — see
wwwwada-ama.org. You would be advised to check this initially, as
well as the ISSF rules — which include exemptions for ‘therapeutic use’ of
certain drugs - at www.issf-sports.org/theissf/antidoping.ashx.
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Advertisement feature

SOLIDARITY MAKES
US STRONGER

Shooting is under
attack from many
directions, and we
need to stand together

K. | know this is Clay Shooting magazine, so
you may well ask why is David from BASC
putting up an article about the general
licences? Well it's simple. First, | know from
magazine research that many of you will help farmers and
landowners with their crop protection and conservation
projects through the year as well as enjoying regularly
going clay shooting.

Second, let’s not forget that we are all shooters. An
attack or restriction on one form of shooting is a potential
threat to all of us. So it's important that you know what's
going on and important to know that BASC is fighting for
all types of shooting.

As | write this, Defra is not in a position to issue
new general licences for the shooting and trapping of
pest birds in England when they expire in February. BASC
has made that clear in a letter to Secretary of State
Theresa Villiers.

Farmers, conservationists and pest controllers are
increasingly concerned that Defra will not be able to
issue new licences. In the letter, BASC recommends an
extension to ensure clarity and time to issue general
licences that will be fit for purpose and future-proofed.

Caroline Bedell, BASC's executive director of
conservation, said: "With the sheer quantity of evidence
submitted to Defra throughout their consultation, it has
become clear that they will struggle to 1Issue new general
licences by the end of February. They need to seriously
consider extending the licences now to avoid the same
mistakes as last year.

“With the start of the breeding season for a wide range
of vulnerable birds approaching, the general licences are
of vital importance. We cannot allow the same confusion
and concern as last year when BASC dealt with over
10,000 member enquiries.”

She continues: "We have called for an end to this
uncertainty with the implementation of licences that are
both fit for purpose and future proofed and, if that takes
another year, then so be it for the sake of our countryside
and the people who live and work in it”

There are many issues facing shooting today, probably
more than at any time in the past. It's important that all
shooters stand together: now is a time for unity. So please
keep an eye on the BASC website to see what's going on
and how you can help: www.basc.org.uk
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Thimbleby Shooting Ground

Part of the Thimbleby Estate and surrounded by thousandsof acres of heath and
woodland, Thimbleby is one of the country’s premier shooting grounds and lies
in an idyllic rural setting on the edge of the North York Moors National Park.

Easily accessible from the A1 and A1g and only 10 minutes from Northallerton,

we provide a range of stands to suit all abilities. Our team of highly professional
instructors can offer everything from one to one tuition through to large group events.
Our new and exciting simulated game days let you explore some of the estates

most iconic drives and offer all the trappings of a traditional game day for you
and your party.

aried range of sporting targets 0 Professional tuition for all abilities

Sport trap and training area 0 Club house serving refreshments

Air rifle range 0 Simulated game days

www.thimblebyshoot.com | @
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AND THE WINNERIS...

With the votes cast and tallied in the Nation’s Favourite Shooting Ground
Poll, let’s find out the results...

or the ninth time, the UK's
REGIONAL VOTES
F their votes in the Nation's
Favourite Shooting
Ground poll - and now,
after two months of voting
and a further month of counting up the
results, we can finally reveal who's won.

You'll find the overall winner at the end
of this feature - and we're thrilled to reveal
that we have a new champion this year.

But don't just skip to the end - read on to
find out the regional, discipline and Best
Breakfast winners, all of whom are clay-
shooting heroes.

Once again we'd like to say a big thanks
to every single one of you who voted.

Since its dawn nearly a decade agp, this

poll has become a major part of our
calendar and something countless shooters
and grounds look forward to every year. But
we couldn’t have done it without you - the
awards are 100 per cent based on a public
vote, so it's your participation that really
gives them meaning.

Enough talk! It's time to run through our Nﬂ'l'th WESt
winners and runners-up. |s your local
ground in there? Did your vote help swing a : East
victory? Let's find out... B West

Midlands

Scotland

North East

4

East
Midlands

Wales

-

South West

South East
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AUCHTERHOUSE COUNTRY SPORTS

Burnhead Farm, Auchterhouse, By Dundee DD3 OQN

01382 320476

www.auchterhousecountrysports.co.uk

We have to admit this is one of the least surprising results in the entire

poll. Auchterhouse was on a five-year winning run in the Scottish regional
category, and now they've gone and made it six. What an incredible
achievement — and we can hardly say it's undeserved. Whether it's for the
targets, atmosphere or food, Auchterhouse just keeps people coming back.

You said...

“A great family business who go the extra mile.”

CLUNY ACTIVITIES

Cluny, Kirkcaldy KY2 6QU

01592 720374 www.clunyactivities.co.uk

You said...
“Friendly staff and good activities.”

NORTH WEST

NORTH EAST

I

HAZEL BANK
SHOOTING GROUND

Boroughbridge Rd, Knaresborough HGS 0Q0Q
07852 785590

www.hazelbankshooting.co.uk

Another dominant force, Hazel Bank is now a five-
time winner in the North East region - a massive
achievernent given how competitive this category
5. You can't say they don't deserve it, though. Mark
Lawson's ground attracted the plaudits for its range
of targets, friendly staff, and simply how fun itis to
shoot there.

You said...

“Continues to set the standards for customer
service and friendliness. Nothing is too much trouble
for the team.”

MARNE CLAY

PIGEON CLUB

Marne Barracks, Catterick Village, North Yorkshire.
DL10 7NP

www.marneclayshoot.couk

You said...

“Run by a very good team.”

CRABTREE
CLAY SHOOT

Crabtree Farm, Crabtree Lane, Cow
Brow, Carnforth LAG 1PJ
07818080841 7 07824396945 /
07970065667
www.crabtreeclayshoot.co.uk
Congratulations to Crabtree, who
move from runner-up to victor in the
MNorth West region. A family business,
Crabtree was applauded for its
friendly. personal approach. And their
win shows that you don't have to be a
massive, big-money ground to win the

hearts of the clay shooting nation, You
love to see it!

You said...

“Fantastic facilities and friendly staff.
Can’t wait to shoot there again.”

MICKLEY HALL
SHOOTING
SCHOOL

EBroomhall, Mickley Hall Lane,
Nantwich CW5 80N

0800 772 0058
mickleyhall.com

You said. ..

“Loads of fun!"”

WALES

winnr

MID WALES
SHOOTING
CENTRE

Ffinnant, Powys SY17 5QY
01686 430654

WWW.
midwalesshootingcentre.
com

You never quite know who's going to come out on top
in the Welsh category, but Mid Wales would surely

be one of the bookies’ favourites. They've put a
second consecutive regional win in the history books
thanks to their huge array of targets and disciplines,
professional approach — and the postcard-worthy
scenery does them no harm either.

You said...

“The best shooting ground out there.”

ST DIALS SHOOTING
GROUND

St Dials Farm, Monmouth NP25 4HY
07850 854016

www.hartevents.org
You said...

“A magnificent place.”
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DISCIPLINE
RESULTS

FIHNER]

Auchterhouse
[RUNNER UP|
Headley CPC : S
"THIRD OVERALL WEST MIDLAND
Eriswell Lodge WINNER |
' IAN COLEY SPORTING

nr Andoversford, Cheltenham GL54 4AX

m 01242 870391
www.iancoley.co.uk

Allﬂ'h tEI'hﬂllSE The legendary lan Coley MBE seems to be achieving more than ever with his

— ground lately. Not only was it shortlisted for Retailer of the Year in the Great
British Shooting Awards. it's also come out on top in the West Midlands region
E]"IS“’E“ L[}dg{;‘ (we pored over our map and determined that it's just that side of the boundary
. from the south-west). Congratulations to Coley's.
o o
Hlb-h Lﬂdbﬂ' You said...

“Good variety, great team and service, excellent gun shop.”

'WINNER
PR S MILLRIDE COUNTRY SPORTS
Bognop Road, Essington, Wolverhampton WV11 2AZ
— 01902 725165
Auchte I'h{l use m;;l-lfidecuuntrﬁpurts.cnm
m “Very helpful staff and a great atmosphere.”
Sporting Targets
EAST MIDLANDS
BEST
BREAKFAST SPORTING TARGETS

Knotting Lane, Riseley, Beds MK44 1EX
01234 708893
www.sportingtargets.co.uk

Once an overall winner in the NFSG poll, Sporting Targets posts a strong
showing year-in, year-out. Here it is again with another regional victory -
and Andrew Clifton and his team will be thrilled to know they did well in the
national poll too. How well? Read on and find out...

You said...

“Friendly, knowledgeable staff and a great selection of stands.”

GRIMSTHORPE ESTATE
Southdown SHOOTING GROUND
— Scottlethorpe Road, Edenham, Bourne PE10 OLN
Auchterhouse 01778 591128

www.grimsthorpeshootingground.co.uk

THIRD OVERALL You said...

HEHdIEjf “Friendly, efficient and fun.”




EAST SOUTH EAST
WINNER |

L3 SOUTHDOWN GUN CLUB
HIGH LODGE & SHOOTING SCHOOL

Haw Wood, Hinton, Saxmundham Muntham Farm, Findon, Sussex EN14 ORQ

IP17 3QT 01903 877555

01986 784347 www.southdowngunclub.co.uk
www.highlodge.co.uk What more can we say about the enduring popularity

of Southdown - it's our only ever two-time winner
in the overall poll, has hosted the Clay Shooting
Classic twice, and pretty much always puts up a
strong showing in the votes here. Once again. it
received a flood of support in the postal vote from

The ‘best ground in the East'is
typically a close-run thing. with
High Lodge and Eriswell Lodge
trading victories in recent years.
We love both grounds, but in

2020 it's John Bidwell's shooting :25 ;::.;:;usmmers.
paradise that squeaked the
victory. And with its mixture of clay “Well kept ground, lovely helpful staff. Good variety
shooting and holiday-destination of traps.”
hospitality, it's not hard to see why it's so popular.
“Fantastic stands and the most helpful and friendly staff.”
HEADLEY CLAY PIGEON
SHOOTING CLUB
ERISWELL LODGE Costal Woods, off Church Lane, Headley, Surrey
Brandon Rd, Eriswell, Lakenheath IP27 9FB KT18 6LD
01638 534045 07831 879 200
www.eriswell-ledge.com www.headleyclaypigeon.com
You said... You said...
“Well organised, lots of different challenges, friendly staff.” “What a warm welcome from the owner and his crew.

Great environment, great atmosphere, great shoot.”

SOUTH WEST
m clay shooters... and breathe!

BARBURY b o
SH D GTING S C H 0 'UL Always a pleasure to visit here.
Wroughton, Swindon SN4 OQH

01793 940420

www. barburyshootingschool.com SOUTH WE ST

This jewel of the south-west, and former winner inthe overall NFSG - SHOOTING SCHOOQOL
poll, has rocketed to the top in its regional category this year. The Ettiford Farm, lifracombe EX34 9RG
messages voters sent in underline just how much appeal Barbury 01271 864784

has: it was praised for its friendly, welcoming staff, beautiful setting,
ease of access, great range of targets, suitability for beginners
through to more experienced shooters, appeal to game as well as

www.southwestshooting.co.uk
You said...
“The targets are among the best I've shot.”

OVERALL RESULTS
Lt imiruice

HIGH LODGE HEADLEY CLAY PIGEON
Haw Wood, Hinton, Saxmundham IP17 3QT SHOOTING CLUB

01986 784347 Costal Woods, off Church Lane, Headley,
www.highlodge.co.uk Surrey

You said... KT18 6LD

“Great ground with a wide variety of stands. It 07831 879 200

is often busy but very rarely is there a need to www.headleyclaypigeon.com

wait for a stand as there are so many to choose You said. ..

from.” “An absolutely outstanding club.”

“Simply the best!" “Wonderful, welcoming family-run ground.”
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SPORTING
TARGETS

Knotting Lane, Riseley, Beds MK44 1BX
01234 708893
www.sportingtargets.co.uk

i)
g

Voters flocked in droves to Sporting Targets, which returns to the
podium four years after after it took the overall number one spot.
And it's a sign of how much the UK's ¢clay grounds have upped their
game in recent years = Sporting Targets is truly phenomenal and
would surely have been a deserving winner, but will have to settle
for third place. Its range of competitions came in for particular
praise, with the Jack Pyke and the High Tower Challenge combining
a'fun” aspect with the prestige of a major competition.

“Excellent facilities along with a range of stands to suwit all levels
of ability.”

“Efficient, great service, value for money and variety of stands.”

SOUTHDOWN GUN
CLUB & SHOOTING

e
s SCHOOL
Muntham Farm, Findon, Sussex BN14 ORQ
01903 877555
www.southdowngunclub.co.uk

No surprise to see Southdown
amid the upper echelons of
our poll, though perhaps it's a
surprise that it's not the overall
victor. You name it, Southdown
has it - challenging layouts,
good facilities, major
competitions, a dedicated
following, and of course,

the Talent Pool that aims to
find the next big star of the
shooting world. It's investing in
the sport as a whole, not just

in itself, and that surely helps
boost Southdown's popularity
to stratospheric levels. It's

not the Nation's Favourite
Shooting Ground this year, though. Who is? Let’s find out.
“The best ground with the best choice of targets.”
“Targets, staff, shop, atmosphere... they have everything!”

. r =
.
e --.'f*i:;;-"h Burnhead Farm, Auchterhouse, By Dundee DD3 OQN
gy’ g, W
3;,_,;{ O B \ ‘a - 01382 320476
"1 I I vimboms Pvourise \ www.auchterhousecountrysports.co.uk
_{-“ | |SHU'I'JT]NEE || |||
y '||_ GR ND N I l ; . .
K\ N _~,—; J‘rj, For so long it was a case of "always the bridesmaid,
[ ;;':‘fg: J :"f_ .-*'ij’:_: never the bride’ where Auchterhouse was
l'-ﬁf’ﬁf’;’.'-'-:—; — concerned. Second and third in the poll were
' F B W : :
__.:f,_f-“bﬂ A3 i\ regular achievements for the Scottish ground, but
a . A I\
i AN Al never the number one spot.
i iAWY LR H
b [A\ ks No longer! Awesome Auchterhouse finally
g ':';.'r’) breaks its curse and wins the overall crown. It was

a close vote — maybe our closest ever — but after
triple-checking and verification of the numbers, we
can confirm that Auchterhouse is number one.
This victory is even more momentous when
you consider that we've never had so much as a
single winner based north of Birmingham before.
We always thought this was the natural result of
there being more grounds and more shooters in
the south of England than anywhere else. But so
extraordinary is Auchterhouse, so universal its

AUCHTERHOUSE COUNTRY SPORTS

appeal, that it overcame all of this. What a story.
and what a winner.

What do you like most about Auchterhouse? Its
array of disciplines and stands? The atmosphere?
The food at the Pear Tree Restaurant? There's
plenty to pick from, and voters in the poll
certainly let us know. If you want to congratulate
Auchterhouse on its first ever win - or let us know
why we got it wrong! — email us at fieldsports@
futurenet.com.

You said...

“Great all round facilities, and a diverse

activity programme.”

“Simply everything you need to enjoy shooting.”
“Friendly ground with ever-changing, challenging
targets.”




BRATTONSOUND

THE TRUSTEI NANME
IN GUN SECURITY

~ AVAILABLE FROM ALL
* GOOD GUN SHOPS

{0+ OVER 175,000 SOLD

33 MODELS -3
SECURITY LEVELS

ien 3YEAR ON SITE
+ WARRANTY™*

BRITISH MADE SINCE
1982

- VP20 NAPIER
CORROSION INHIBITOR

for local stockists & brochures
CALL

020 8254 6812

*Terma snd cendibiorm apply ses Wekate for de taily

info@brattonsound.co.uk

www.brattonsound.co.uk
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in the East of England
Situated in 120 acres of woodland and countryside in Suffolk, High Lodge is a

family run Premior Flus Shooting ground owned by John Bidwell. ‘We offer first class
facilition for the kesn Clay Shooter and abusys walcome nowooman to o spo

D¥id you know

We're Open Instruction

Maonday - Saturday 10am-Spm TR, (R S I#‘h
Sundays - Call for imes will Anres (
= Maxt 5 peoplo

5 Howrs instruction
Clays anc all

20+ "."-F-:tt:rr; Practice Stands
" squipmiant includsd

01986 784347 | www.highlodge.co.uk

ULTIMATE PRACTICE
SHOOTING SYSTEM

IN USE WORLDWIDE

Todkois

Ik phgtger Lol e
Mo Liog o Fall Jrop Pochh omdl it
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By wem ytiwng g By wonag compd iy

l;'Jue to populor
demand we now
Jlme the new

Irap, Smel or Sporfing -
e Laser Shooler™, I fro™ pro
Fickes moving langel roakice in the
cowals of yoor bhame o oo
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ong repekiiom, wheh a o leagh o macie
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W g e e, oo ek sl e e
demn ¢ i) 1 ondl w1 ool e

Thet BeeMiaited ™ Shatgun MulsiBore
Gougs Meatures 410 to 4 Gauge
Borwi, Choken, Chambers and
Bl Wall Thithmavy,

Do w1
v w gl et

ROBERT LOLNS :QMPAHT INE. 31 She parg M Il Road Mewtown, T 0470 USA

website www. rmberﬂmmsca com

9  TheFibre Optic Foresight

The 21st Century answer to closing an eye

Fit the Bead and shoot with both eyes open
Instant eye dominance correction - guaranteed*®
Better results through improved accuracy
Restores binocular vision & peripheral vision

No gun alterations required

Fitted in seconds with high bond
adhesive tape

The EasyHit Bead is specifically designed to let you keep both eyes

open at all times by constantly tricking the brain into making the
eye aligned to the rib your dominant eye.

The Bead captures the lowest of natural light and is specially
designed to only allow the eye aligned to the rib to register the Bead.

Whilst you look at the target the subliminal
effect of the Bead provides you with perfect
eye dominance, instantly, naturally and constantly.

www.easyhit.co.uk - info@easyhit.co.uk
=® = 03306067430 &= ==

*28 day guarantee - simple terms of use apply - please call us



FABULOUS FABARM

ABOVE Italian styling
is evident in the
design of the gun's
receiver

Mike Yardley is impressed with the L4S Sporting, a light and nimble
claybusting machine from Italy

Mike Yardlay is
one of Britain's
Bt Endwn

shooting

inatruetors and

%. A clay shot

is a feunding fellow
of APSI and a
tormer British side-
by-side champion

aving shot with a Beretta 303

for years, | am a big fan of semi-
automatics for some forms of clay
shooting, notably Sporting and
Skeet. It wouldn't be my first choice
for DTL and the like, although | have
shot a 100-straight at domestic Trap with one. This
rranth our test spotlight falls on the Fabarm L45
Sporting, a dedicated clay model brought into the UK
by Anglo Italian Arms based in West Warwickshire.
This dynamic firm are also well known for distributing
Guerini, a brand that has made great strides in the UK
In recent years thanks to eye catching styling, technical
innovation and a competitive pricing policy.

First impressions of the L4S are positive. This is a
particularly attractive semi-auto with ltalian design
flair clearly evident. The gun weighs in quite light for a
repeater at 7 pounds with its barrel a bit over 29 inches
(it's listed as 30ins). It has a smart black receiver, and
a grain enhanced walnut stock. Fabarm call this effect
Tri-wood, and | would guess it is some sort of inking
process applied to real, but plainly grained, walnut. The
result looks good nevertheless.

The stock of the L4S has a full grip with quite an
acute radius, which is a little tight for my hand. There's
a fulsome comb, much more to my liking, and a cleverly
attached, unstressed fore-end which may be easily
removed by means of its front nut for routine cleaning
without a full take-down of the gun. The barrel remains
firmly attached to the receiver even with the fore-end
off. As well as the externally visible one, there is an
additional fixing nut forward of the gas collar. Unlike
most repeaters you could theoretically shoot the gun
with the fore-end removed - although that would not

H
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be advisable, or safe, because the working parts are
not covered.

The profile of the fore-end itself is fairly slim. The
shaping pleases the eye and is ergonomically efficient.
Both grip and fore-end have a mix of conventional
chequering and stippling, which offers better than
average purchase and suits a competition gun well,
Getting the shape and proportion of the fore-end right
i5 a big deal in any semi-auto design, Fabarm seem to
have succeeded well. This one is not too bulbous, nor is
it too slim. It is comfortable in the hand and offers good
muzzle control.

The L45 has various bells and whistles. These
include five Fabarm Exis HP 2 extended choke tubes,
and an especially nice 11-8mm tapered rib with a
shallow centre channel and twin beads. The small mid




bead is white metal; the front bead is a white plastic
globe and well proportioned - not over dominant. This
presents a good picture to the eye. The gun is also
distinguished by an extended bolt release handle and
a red anodised and comfortably enlarged bolt-release
button. The alloy fore-end iron nut is similarly finished
in red, the anodising making a pleasing contrast with
black receiver finish and the fore-end wood.

The L45's streamlined Ergal alloy action is
essentially plain — satin, black, with some knurling-like
engraving to the bottomn rear half. The trigger unit is
fixed by two drift pins. It is made of composite material
as is the modern norm and has an elegantly shaped
trigger guard with some simple decorative lines to its
front sides. The gverall effect is pleasing. The words
'‘L4S SPORTING' in white and gold adorn the right
receiver wall to the rear of the ejection port. There is a
bar safety to the rear of the trigger guard.

This test gun is 2 3in (70mm) chambered. The
field model, which has been out a little longer, is 3in
(76mm). There are 28, 30 (29+), and 32in barrels
on offer too. They are all "Tri-bored’ with an extended
forcing cone, a mildly back-bored section at 18.7mm,
and a tapered section going down to 18.4mm leading to
the long chokes. The barrels are proofed at 1,630 bar,
an unusually high figure - the industry norm is 1.320.
They are designed for steel shot, and thanks to the
long ‘Hyperbolic’ chokes which incorporate a curved
conical section, can be used with steel shot evenin
tight constrictions.

Feel the pulse

The L45. like its stablemate the XLR5, is a gas operated
semi-automatic with an interesting gas regulation
system introduced in 2003 and improved in 2005. The
barrel has the usual ports and gas collar but a novel
piston arrangement, at least in standard field models.
Gas arrives in the cylinder and acts on a two-part unit.
It is made from a softish polymer and stainless steel,

“With the 32in barrel this would come very
close to my ideal clay shooting semi-auto.”

Guns
& Gear

The gas pushes the stainless component rearwards
and compresses the polymer element. The latter
expands to a degree dependent on the load and
regulates the speed of cycling by the resulting change
in friction.

It's very clever. Fabarm call this the ‘Pulse’ system.
It is not, however, part of the spec of the firm’s 2 3in
chambered target guns, at least not at the moment.
In these - the L45 Sporting on test here and the
XLR5 Velocity - the expanding polymer component
is replaced with a solid brass one. The mechanism is
regulated to a range of target loads in a conventional
manner. | mention the Pulse system not only because
it is clever, but because it might — at least by tinkerers
like me — be retro-fitted by replacing one component.

The Pulse system is of possible interest to high
volume competitive shooters because of the potential
to further reduce recoil. The degree of compression,
as discussed, will depend on gas pressure. If you shoot
a light load the pressure is just strong enough to push
back bolt and eject and recycle, but when you shoot
heavy loads. it will compress as much as dmm. Itis a
progressive system. "We can change the sensation of
recoil...” the factory once noted to me when | visited
them a decade or so back.

Shooting impressions
| routinely shoot a gas operated semi-automatic and
have tried most that are on the market including the
forerunner of the L435, the XLR5, in various guises. The
newer L45 guns are distinguished by their restrained
aesthetics and lighter weight than previous Fabarm
semi-autos. The gun as tested weighs about 7 pounds
with a 29+ inch barrel. With a longer 32in barrel and a
Fabarm recoil reducer placed in the butt, it would come
very close to my ideal for a clay-shooting semi-auto. |
am not a fan of super heavyweights.

The test gun shot and handled nicely. Pointability
was first class. The L45 has a distinctive, [»
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Mike found the stock
slightly low in the comb, F
but it can be adjusted “(, My
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The red anodised fore-end
retaining nut is a stylish touch

subjectively quite short, stroke with the brass piston
fitted to the gas mech as discussed. Recoil was not
excessive, though a bit more than my memory of the
XLR5’s. There was a little drag on the trigger pull, as
there is on most repeaters, and | found the palm swell of
the acutely angled pistol grip didn't anchor my hand fully
and tended to push it forward. | liked the comb profile

of the stock. The over-sized controls were just the ticket
for clay-busting in all weathers. The tapered rib was
excellent too, giving a great picture to the eye.

Although | was using only improved cylinder up front,
| had no difficulty breaking Trap birds or anything else.
My impression is that the Fabarm boring and choke
system really does work well. | had one slight feed issue
when loading a pocketful of remnants (not my usual
Lyalvales). The overall form of the gun was especially
good. The stock was a whisker low in the comb for me
with industry standard 35 and 55mm - | did not explore
the fitting shims that came with it. It would suit many
shooters out of the box, however: the length was ideal
at 14 in. The plain 22M black recoil pad was an ideal
pattern; there are 12 and 27mm options.

Overall the quality and presentation of the L4S was
impressive. It handled and shot well, with plenty of life
forwards. | let my friend Kevin Lock at Fennes shoot
the gun. Another semi-auto aficionado, he too liked it,
commenting on the lack of felt recoil but relatively light
weight. My perception, as I've noted, was the the recoil
was average though not harsh.

Summing up

In conclusion, the L45 would make a very good basis for
a serious competition claybuster, especially for those
who prefer a lighter, faster handling, gun. For those that
want something heavier, the 32in XLR Velocity is still in
the Fabarm line-up, weighing in near the 9 pound mark.
My preference would be the newer gun but with the 32in
barrel option. | would be most intrigued to try the
polymer piston in it too, Overall, | was impressed with the
spec, the quality and the design of the gun. Fabarm
semis already have a strong following in the US, and
deserve more attention in the UK. B

Thanks to Lyalvale Express for the cartridges used
in this test.
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Cheryl's protegé was delighted
to shoot her first partridge

he early part of the year
sees many clay shooters
and other countryside
loving people venturing
out on beaters” days.
What made this year's
game season special for me was seeing

a number of children getting out beating
on a Saturday, rather than lying in bed

or sitting in front of a TV screen. |
encourage my son to join me on the
beating line. Since the age of three, he has
accompanied me either on a peg or as a
walking gun, but now he is old enough to
join the beaters - it means that he has
seen game shooting from two different
sides now.

T
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BEATING ABOUT
THE BUSH

Mike Bartlett and Cheryl Hall enjoy introducing some
youngsters to game shooting before getting back to the clays

One of the shoots | go tois on
saturdays, and the beating line is almost
entirely made up of youngsters that are still
at school or sixth form college. Some of
their parents attend as beaters or pickers-
up as well. The keeper really encourages
the youngsters, and they are all paid the
same as the adults - after all they do the
same amount of walking, if not more.

When it comes to the end of the season
they put on a beaters’ day for experienced
shots, and run a separate kids' day for
these dedicated young beaters. Loaders
like Cheryl and | give our time to load and
instruct. to give these youngsters the
opportunity to shoot in a safe, supervised
environment = and hopefully hit a few.

Mike Bartlett

i% & familiar face
on the Sporting
circuit and the
man behind Magic
Bore gun cleaning
products. He is a
UK ambassadaor

for Zoli guns
and an A4
Sparting shot

Fram our point of view this was a great
day and really rewarding. It's great to see
someone hit their first ever pheasant or
partridge, and the joy on their faces will
live with us for a long time. The young lady
that | was looking after had only shot twice
before: once at last year's youngsters’
day and a supervised last drive on this
year's beaters’ day. She hadn't connected
with anything until now - but managed to
get six in total with some lovely shots on
good partridge and pheasant, which made
both of our days.

Cheryl's young lady had never picked up
a gun before, but she managed to hit a
partridge and two pheasant - and it made
her day too! B
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YOURFIRSTGUN

James Marchington offers some advice on selecting a
shotgun that will help you grow without breaking the bank

ost shooters will have
fond memories of their
first gun. It's one of
those milestones you
don't forget. like your
first car or first love!
Buying your first gun is an exciting time,
but it can be worrying too. You're making
a big investment, and you don't yet have
the experience to feel confident about
your choice. You'll be offered all sorts of
conflicting advice by well meaning friends
and fellow shooters — who are probably
little better qualified than you are!

First of all, remember there’s no rush.
I'll assume you applied for your Shotgun
Certificate as we described last issue,
everything went to plan and you are now
the proud owner of your very own 5GC,
along with an empty gun cabinet just

\Y|
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aching to be filled. You're keen to get stuck
in, and it's tempting to rush off and buy the
first gun that takes your fancy - but don't.
You'll have to live with your choice for some
time, and it can make a big difference to
yvour early shooting progress, so take the
time to choose wisely.

Set your budget

Start by narrowing down your options.
Decide what you can sensibly afford

to spend, remembering that there will

be other costs as well as the gun itself,
You will need a bag for your shooting gear,
eye and ear protection, a gun sleeve,

a shooting vest, and maybe some sort

of security cable for the car. After all that.
you will still want something left over for
clays and cartridges, otherwise what was
the point!

| can't tell you how much to spend;
that depends entirely on you and your
circumstances. However | can tell you that
you needn't spend a fortune to get a good
gun that will do a fine job of breaking clays
and needn't hold yvou back. Anything from
£500 to £1.000 will get you started, while
if you can stretch to £1,500 or so you can
start to look at the big name brands.

What type of gun?

Once you've decided on your budget,

your next decision is what type of gun.

Mot just whether it's an over-and-under or
something else, but whether it's primarily

a clay gun, a game gun or an all-rounder.
That depends on the type of shooting you
expect to do most. At this early stage it can
be difficult to be sure which direction your
shooting might take, but you probably know




already whether game shooting is

a possibility. If so. you might go for

an all-round gun suitable for game and
clays, perhaps a field’ or "hunter’ model
over-and-under,

If game shooting is unlikely, then
you can concentrate on purpose-built
clay guns, with the advantage that they
will have features that make them more
suited to claybusting. For instance the
safety catch will probably be the manual
type. meaning that it won't re-set itself
to the ‘safe’ position when you open the
gun, and the gun’'s weight and design will
be optimised to handle the recoil of clay
shooting cartridges.

An over-and-under is probably the
obwvious choice, but don't discount the
semi-autos. These can offer excellent
value and many people find them more
comfortable to shoot, due to the reduced
recoil. Just remember that there are extra
safety rules if you're using a semi-auto at
a clay ground, such as loading only two
cartridges, and using a safety flag to show
that the breech is clear.

Does it fit?

As you look around the range of guns on
offer, all sorts of features will catch your
eye — perhaps the stylish engraving on the
action, a lovely pattern of grain in the wood
of the stock, or an attractive rib design.
Perhaps the gun comes in a nice travelling
case, with a selection of multichokes.

All those are nice to have, but the one
overriding factor should be the one you
can't see - does the gun fit you?

We'll look more closely at gun fit in a
future article, but essentially it means that
when you mount the gun in your shoulder, it
points where you're looking. Buy a gun that
fits and you're half-way there. If you buy a
gun that doesn't fit, on the other hand, then
your shooting will be an uphill struggle -
and having a pretty stock or nice engraving
will be little consolation.

The problem is, finding a gun that fits
s easier said than done. At this early stage
in your shooting career, you are still finding
your style, refining your technigque and
learning a consistent gun mount. As you
continue to develop and improve, your
requirements will change. For this reason
| always advise that a shooter's first gun
should be adjustable.

Many guns are available with an
adjustable stock, and | feel it's well
worth paying a little extra. It's true
that a gunsmith can alter your stock's
measurements, adding or reducing cast
and comb height — but it's a lot easier, and
cheaper. if you can simply loosen a couple
of screws and move the comb yourself.
Later on, when you have developed your
technigue and have a consistent gun
mount, by all means get a stock to the right
measurements, but for now some flexibility
is a great help.

Narrow down your choice, then
take the opportunity toshoot

your shortlisted guns

Beginners

Try before you buy

It's a very good idea to shoot your chosen
gun before parting with your money. ldeally
you would narrow down your choice and
then try the three or four guns on your
shortlist before reaching a final decision. If
you can do this with your regular coach, so
much the better, as they can offer expert
advice on which gun suits you best.

Many shooting grounds have their own
gun shop. or have an arrangement with a
local gun dealer, so you can try before you
buy. There may be ‘demo guns’ available so
you can compare makes and models. Take
full advantage of any opportunities offered
- the more guns you try, the better you can
refing your choice. Don't dismiss the "‘easy’
targets when you're trying different guns. A
simple ‘point and shoot' target can highlight
a problem with gun fit which might not be
obvious if you're shooting a tricky crosser.

Taking the leap

So you've taken your time, you've looked
at all the options, narrowed down your
choice. tried a few guns and finally

made your decision. At last, you are the
proud owner of your first gun, and you're
embarking on a brand new chapter in your
shooting career = congratulations!

Don't forget to notify the police about

the details, as required under the terms of
your certificate.

Take care of your new gun, enjoy using it
and getting the best from it. The road ahead
won't be straightforward. There will be
highs and lows, with frustration and
disappointment as well as progress and
success. We've all been there, and it’s all
part of the addiction that keeps us coming
back to smash clays and try to do just that
little bit better than before. &
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TS GOINGTOB
QUITE AYEAR!

Leah Southall will have her work cut out as she
ramps up her shooting and tackles her AS exams

his year marks my fourth
year of shooting - |
started in March 2016 -
and 2020 is also going

to be my biggest, from
trying out for the England
DTL team once again, to competing in the
World DTL Championships! It's going to be
an extremely busy year for me as | will be
trying to balance my shooting with my AS
Level exams which will determine whether
or not | will continue onto the second year of
My Courses,

| am extremely pleased to announce that
| have received sponsorship from Eley Hawk
for the 2020 season, and | am very grateful
to be sponsored by such a prestigious
company for a third year! | hope to continue
to do all of my sponsors proud for the 2020
season!

My first real shoot of 2020 was the 4th
OTL Winter Series at East Yorkshire Clay
Shooting Ground on 5 January. | had done a
bit of training on 3 January with my coach,
Phil Morgan, where we ironed out a few
issues, so | felt quite confident going into
the competition. That was until | came down
with the flu! Despite seeing double and not
being able to stop sneezing. | decided to
compete because | didn't want to miss out
on a competition, All | can really say about

T

A dose of flu meant Leah's year
didn't get off to a great start
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Leah Southall is
a 16-year-old
DTL Juniar

Lady shooter
whio has made
phenomenal
progress since
taking up the
sport in 2016,

“After that I can only improve, so
it'’s onwards and upwards!”

this shoot is that it didn't go to plan, | was
gutted that | didn't get the 2020 season off
to a great start. but | can only improve, and
as they say, it's onwards and upwards and
on to the next shoot!

On 18 January, | went to use some of my
Laporte/CPC sponsored clays at Mid Wales
shooting Centre, to try to get my head back
in the right place after a few issues | had
experienced with my personal life during the
week, | find that shooting is a great thing to
do in order to take your mind off things.

As it turned out, | shot the best that |
have done in a while, which just proves my
theory that shooting does help you take your
mind off things. | can honestly say that | felt
much better after | shot.

On 25 January | returned to Mid Wales
shooting Centre to use some more of those
sponsored clays. | was extremely pleased
with how | shot and how my kills were, and |
was even more pleased that | did not miss a
single target all day!

By the time you read this the CPSA
Awards will have been announced, but as |
write | am looking forward to the evening at
the Belfry Hotel & Resort, as well as looking
beyond to the various competitions that |
will be entering, to get some more scores in
and, | hope, be able to compete in the
England selection shoots.



Mitchell
Brooker-Smith
isa promising
young British
shooter. He is 16
and comes from
Gloucestershire,
Having started
shooting at tha
age of 12, he now
shoots Olympic
Skeet for England
and Great Britain.

THE RANGE

With one exam behind him, Mitchell is
preparing for some big competitions

or me, January was a
month of sacrifice but
F also success. It would be
hard to ask for a better
start to 2020, what with
my average gradually
Increasing in training, as well as getting my
GCSE English Language results back.
Towards the end of last year | wrote about
my thoughts and emotions on taking my
first real GCSE exam. It was a surprisingly
different experience from what | thought

Exams must come first, so Mitchell
missed a couple of Grand Prix this year

it would be. | knew how it worked, but
experiencing it for myself was very different
to walking by and seeing all the older
students taking their exams.

It's been an anxious few months waiting
for the result. knowing that my best might
not have been quite enough. However, on 16
January, the little brown envelopes marked
“highly confidential” arrived with the students
- and | was delighted to see that | had passed
my English Language with the required C
grade! With that one crossed off my list, | am
taking English Literature, which | hope will
help me with my career choices in the future.

Meanwhile, with the exam out of the
way | was able to head back to the range.
Ever since | got back from the European
Championships | have been very busy with
little time for training, so when a work-free
day appears it's great to leave everything
tehind and go back to my happy place.

My scores in training are slowly rising back
to where | want them. I'm currently averaging
around 23 in training - and with plenty of
time to prepare before the first domestic
competition of the season, | like to think the
best is yet to come! It's been good to catch
up with some fellow shooters and hear what

Shooters

Mitchell looks
forward to every
opportunity to visit
his “happy place”

they've done away from shooting during their
time in hibernation.

Sadly, | have had to miss the Malaga
Grand Prix and the Cyprus Grand Prix this
year. [t's disappointing to miss out on the
opportunity to compete on different ranges
and visit new countries such as Cyprus,
but a part of me feels that I'm making the
right decision as | do have to put my exams
first. This is an important year for me
academically, and | will have to wait until my
schedule becomes less demanding.

As | head into this season I've still got
a fantastic support team behind me. My
family continue to show me much support,
taking me training as much as possible
and suppaorting me with the decisions |'ve
had to make off the range. Des Davies
and the Welsh team are also showing the
same encouragement that they have never
ceased to provide. It's really nice having
support like this behind me, Having great
people to share my successes with is what
makes it worthwhile.

Before long it will be my first domestic
competition of the season. | look forward to
updating you on how my training is coming
along as we head further into 2020. B
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ince bursting onto the
scene four years ago.
S Tristan Hockey has come
to dominate Colt shooting
across the UK. In 2019
alone he was crowned
Lyalvale Masters Colt Champion, National
Skeet Inter-Counties Colt Champion, British
Skeet Colt Champion, British Sportrap Colt
Champion and CPSA Young Shot of the
Year = plus he reclaimed his title as Colt
Champion of Champions at the Game Fair.
At just 15 years old Tristan already has made
more of a name for himself that most of us
could dream of, and has firmly positioned

himself as one to watch in 2020 and beyond.

S0 how does one become so acclaimed
at such a young age? Well, it helps if
you grow up on one of the country's
top shooting grounds - in this case, the
fantastic Dartford Clay Shooting Club in
Kent. "My parents, Kelly and Scott, run the
grounds at Dartford so | have always had
the chance to practise there,” says Tristan,
“l first picked up a shotgun there when |
was about 7 years old. | started off with a
small 410 before quickly moving onto a
20-gauge semi auto, which | practised with
until finally | was big and strong enough to
handle a full 12-gauge.”
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SENSATION

Jasper Fellows talks to Tristan Hockey about his
* meteoric rise, training, gear and ambitions for the future

“Before | hit the competition circuit | spent
a lot of time out on the grounds practising
and improving my shooting. My dad had me
perform 50 gun mounts every other night, just
to perfect my movements and build my upper
body strength. He spent a lot of time helping
me prepare for my first competitive season
and really helped me to realise that | could
perform, and win, against other shooters.”

With such a rigorous training regime
from such a young age, Tristan was ready,
aged 11, to take on the world. He didn't
have to go far to claim his first title though,
the 2014 Dartford CSC All Round Colt
Champion. "It seems like a long time ago
now." says Tristan of his first win, “26-time
World Champion George Digweed won High
Gun at the same event and kindly helped
to hand out the trophies at the end of the
day. | remember he signed the back of my
trophy before presenting it to me, It felt
incredible to be recognised by someone
as renowned as George. That moment will
always stay with me.”

For the next couple of years Tristan kept
his head down, kept on lifting that 12-gauge in
his front room, kept out there on the ranges
at Dartford and kept claiming regional and
local titles. But it's fair to say that he really
started making animpact in 2018.
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ABOVE: Tristan reclaimed his Colt Champion
of Champions title at the 2019 Game Fair
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CPSA Young Shot of the Year

He began the season quite casually,
scooping up both the Sporting and
Sportrap Colt Grandmasters titles at
Southdown, before collecting a further 14
national and county titles to finish the most
successful season of his young career.

“It really was a superb year for
me,” explains Tristan, “| followed those
Grandmasters titles with the CPSA English
Sporting Colt Champion title at Atkin,
Grant & Lang, two bronze medals at the
World English Sporting Championship at EJ
Churehill, a Colt Champion of Champions
win at The Game Fair, a British Colt
Sportrap Championship title at Oakedge,
eight county titles and was named as
Kent's County Colt of the year”

Shooters

'I'h'hl-'--fulhwld a rigorous
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u‘-r-"': 3 e his father, Scott

If you are a young shot looking to get
noticed, this is how you do it. Sure enough,
once the votes had been counted, Iristan
was crowned as CPSA Young Shot Of The
Year 2018 at the annual CPSA Awards,
beating out tough competition from Ross
Lester and Alfie Tibbles.

“Despite all of my successes during
my 2018 season, this was the win that
meant the most to me. It was a season
packed with high points, but it was truly
humbling to receive this award. It really
made all the hard work that goes on behind
the scenes worthwhile - the award is voted
for by your fellow shooters, so to me it really
felt like a win that carme from the heart of
the community.” 0
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Tristan used his incredible 2018 season
as a learning experience and developed his
training regime based on the areas in which
he had struggled. "l knew it was going to
be hard to replicate my 2018 season.” says

Tristan, "but 2018 also helped to highlight
what aspect of my shooting | had to work
on. Alongside general shooting training with
my dad every other week, with practice
sessions in-between, | realised that | had to
work on my mental game.”

“I had to find a way to shoot in a more
relaxed manner and to not let the pressure
of the day get to me so much. We worked
hard to rermove any tightness from my
shooting and to avoid the inevitable stress
that comes with competition.” The new
training programme worked - by the end of
April Tristan picked up three wins, including
the Lyalvale Masters Colt Champion title.
He continued the 2019 season by filling his
parents’ house with awards and trophies.

*2019 turned into another very good
season for my shooting.” enthuses Tristan,

“I managed to regain my Colt Champion of
Champions title at The Game Fair, as well

as my British Open English Sportrap title,
alongside being crowned Supreme Kent
Champion 2019. | am particularly proud of
retaining my Champion of Champions title
as | had been nervously looking forward to
that competition, but thanks to my hard work
in training | managed to keep my nerves in
check and come out on top on the day.”
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“My dad had me perform 50 gun
mounts every other night.”

When you look at Tristan’s achievements  future. "Unfortunately there are no other
and his training regime, it's easy to forget clay shooters at my school,” Tristan
just how young he is. He is still in secondary  laments. "but my teachers have been very
school, with all the worries and stresses
of GCSEs to look forward to in the near

Building on his mental game
helped Tristan move his
shooting up a notch in 2019
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BELOW Defending his Gamie Fair
title tested Tristan's nerves, but
he came out on top again

supportive. They let me have the time off
to shoot major competitions when they
over run with school time. |'ve got my
GCSE's coming up in 2021, I'm interested
in woodwork so after that | hope to find a
career in carpentry.”

It isn't just his teachers who have been
helping Tristan through his clay-shooting
career. Tristan has caught the attention of
an impressive array of companies and has
built up a support network to rival those
twice his age. "Of course Dartford CSC
have been amazing in their support, letting
e use their grounds for my never ending
training.” says Tristan.

“Air Brake Connections Ltd have
helped with the costs of cartridges and
clothing, Chris and Dee at Chris Potter
Country Sports kindly supplied me with my
Salvinelli, with Kristen Reilly at Midlands
Gun Services helping out with stock
adjustments. Tom at Starkey Headsets has
supplied Pilla shooting glasses. Gaylia at
Laporte has helped to supply clays, while
Jason at Vario has helped with hearing
protection and support services.”

“Then, of course, there is the Kent
CPSA” He continues, "who have always
been a huge help. It may seem like a long
list of names, but | have known many of
these people since | was very young, 50 for
me they are like a family. It is very humbling
to have such a fantastic group of people
support me throughout my career. | cannot
thank them all enough for everything they
have helped me to achieve.”

For a growing lad, one of the most
important considerations has to be gun fit,
A quick growth spurt between competitions
can make all the difference in the world, and

Shooters

Tristan shoots a Salvinelli Exclusive
from Chris Potter Country Sports, and
has recently been using Eley Hawk
Titanium Strike cartridges

this is something that Tristan has struggled
with. "I've been very lucky really” explains
Tristan, “my dad has generally been able

to change my stock to suit whenewver |'ve
needed to make adjustments. Recently,
however, I've had a custom stock made
courtesy of Kristen at Midlands Gun Services.
This new stock allows for quick alterations
when | need them. I'm now 6ft 2in, so
hopefully there won't be many more spurts,
as | think we may have run out of spacers!”

As for the gun itself, “Fairly recently,
Chris Potter Country Sports kindly supplied
me with a Salvinelli Exclusive 32in.”
continues Tristan, “Chris and Dee have
been amazing with the support they
have provided, and I've been really enjoying
the Salvinelli. | had been running Fiocchi
F3 28gin 7.5 and 8.5 through it but after
a bit of experimentation and testing | am
seriously thinking of switching owver to
the new Eley Hawk Titanium Strikes 28g
in 7.5 and &. Their performance has been
phenomenal in training, 5o | think that
| will continue with the Eleys for the rest of
2020 at least.”

If you're looking to spot Tristan on the
stands showing off the killing potential of his
Salvinelli/Eley Hawk combo you will surely
see him climbing the leader boards of every
major sporting competition this season. "I'm
particularly looking forward to the Worlds at
EJ Churchill this summer.” he says, “it's a
fantastic ground and some of the world's
best shooters will be there. If | can pick up
some of the ease with which George Digweed
takes down the competition or the silky
smoothness of Richard Faulds, then | think |
would have a chance of competing, and
winning. anywhere.”" &
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THE GROUNDS

Four top-notch shooting grounds from around the country to satisfy your
every shooting need, whether you're a beginner or an experienced shot

ABOVE Eriswell has
great facilities for
Skeet, Trap and
Sporting

ERISWELL LODGE

LAY SN | CORFNLATE FVISTS || FURSNCTHRNS | ERTAIL | ORI TRsCTG

Eriswell Lodge

Following its reopening in April 2015, Eriswell,  Championship. They have available qualified shoot anything bigger than a 7 shot or a load
which was formerly the Lakenheath Clay instructors from CPSA, BASC and APSI for heavier than 28 grams, either plastic or fibre.
Target Centre, has a new lease on life and beginners up to advanced levels of ability. The cafe serves food and drinks, while the
is making a bid to becorme the centre of Eriswell has four Skeet fields. two with shop has a range of stock. Disabled shooters
Suffolk’s shooting community. Eriswell is DOTL layouts on and two with ABT, plus a are catered for via ramps and flat grounds.
owned by father-and-son team Nigel and separate DTL/Sportrap/Compak layout. Suffolk’s shooters know they'll have
stuart Smith, keen shooters with 12 years There are two more Sportrap layouts on access to quality shooting for years to come.
of experience apiece. Nigel and Stuart top. Sporting shooters have 16 stands to get eriswell-lodge.com

have hosted notable events that include around, including two raised platforms and info@eriswell-lodge.com

the National Inter-Counties Sporting multiple traps on platforms and lifts. You can't 01638 534045
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Spitfire Shoot

Spitfire Shoot is one of the only purpose-landscaped shoots in
the South of England. Set in the beautiful Hampshire countryside,
we can accommodate all levels of shooter, from the first timer
to the experienced shot locking for pre-season practice. The
shooting ground offer a wide choice of stands and can simulate
all the popular varieties of game and competition shooting.
Whether you are interested in just giving clay pigeon shooting
a go or are an experienced gun then please do not hesitate to
get in touch. We can offer a range of shoots — group, practice,
instruction. or corporate entertainment.
https:/ /spitfireshoot.co.uk/
info@spitfireshoot.co.uk

ATH

o Spitfire Shoot offers shooting :
01264 810 312 ;- ;@:Mﬁml&shim countryside
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Orston Shooting Ground e e ot i

QOur ever-expanding layouts consists of - T e ™~ "':"""' '

20 Sporting stands over 53 acres, game i e a : *gﬁ:ﬁ:rﬁmﬂ;ﬁzz
shooting arena that includes 2 High Towers ’ ; =T ; : . British Schools & Young Shots

ranging up to 100ft as well as a grouse butt,
two Down-the-Line (DTL) layouts, 2 Skeet

layouts, ABT Layout & Sport Trap Layout. We also have a tuition Sporting course guns and fitting from the gun shop. It's also
We are set within a manicured piece of that is perfect for beginners, and this is the perfect venue for corporate events and
MNottinghamshire countryside with gravel where we host most of our groups and party stag or hen parties.
pathways to guide you around the course and  shoot days. We host local and national competitions
layouts; a welcoming clubhouse to relax in The ground is available for individual and events throughout the year, including
with full catering facilities and licensed bar. practice, with self-timer release clay traps ladies days and young shots days.
You will never be disappointed with the available (Promatic Claymate). Tuition www.orston.com
vast array of different targets we offer asthe  is available with any of our friendly and info@orston.com
Sporting targets are changed every week. fully qualified coaches, or to advise on trying 01949 851181
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Thimbleby

Shooting Ground

Part of the picturesgue Thimbleby Estate and

surrounded by thousands of acres of heath and

woodland, Thimbleby is one of the country’s premier

shooting grounads and lies in an iayllic rural setting on
ble from the Al and Al19 and only

10 minutes from both Northallerton and Thirsk, we

provide a range of stands to suit all abilities and our

QUr New Sim I_II.-_-ItI-:'!I'_':- __F;.-_-II-I-Il:-:'
o of the Estates hidden
COrmers ot simulated quarry acr
of Thimbleby's maost iconic drives including the the

famous Allum Works,

For more information, to book a lesson or enquire
about a simulated game day contact the team.
01609 883 401
info@thimblebyshoot.com
www.thimblebyshoot.com

Thimbleby's Head Coach and Ground
Manager Philip Thompson

April 2020 | 49




: 4
N AR

"

\

1

YOUNG GUNS

Georgina Roberts is delighted with the efforts to get
young people shooting — but says more could be done

hooting is a very
inclusive sport. It can be
S enjoyed competitively
ar as a bit of family fun.
In order for shooting to
grow and develop. we
need to work to encourage and support
the next generation of shooters and find
new ways of engaging with young athletes
who may not necessarily come from
shooting backgrounds.
5o how can we help get more
youngsters into shooting? There are
50 many inspiring new schemes and
programmes which have really come to life
over the past few years, such as the British
Shooting Talent Pathway, The Schools
Challenge and BASC Young Shots - but is
there more that we can be doing?
Cost is a big factor. As a junior, | was
very fortunate that my parents supported
my shooting. Whilst | never took it for
granted, | now realise that | never had a true
understanding of the cost of the sport. This
appreciation has enabled me to see how
those who aren’t in a similar position to
myself might see shooting as an exclusive

50 | clay-shooting.com
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Cost can be a big factor for juniors 3
making their way in the sport

sport. It's brilliant to see more events and
shooting grounds offering cheaper entry
fees for competitions in the juniors and colts
categories, however it's rare to see cheaper
junior rates in other areas such as clays.
cartridges and other associated training
costs, unless they are sponsored athletes,
Whilst | understand that businesses
need to make a profit. if we want to make
shooting a more inclusive sport, we should
be trying to reduce costs for young people
who might want to take part, but feel like
they can't due to financial restraints. As
we try to promote the sport, we should
be trying to minimise barriers for those
starting out, instead of making them more
difficult. This could also see an upliftin
performance throughout junior categories
across the board, if they have access to
maore training resources,

Categories and incentives
Whilst most competitions feature a
junior category, it is much less commaon
to see colts get a mention. Sporting

as a discipline seems to be the most
supportive of younger athletes, with the

!
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o
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Georgina Roberts

is an athlete,
ambassador,

and

the youngest coach
in British Shooting.
Sheis also the

first woman to
captain the Welsh

OTR team.

Shooting is an inclusive sport
that can be enjoyed by all ages

h



There are more
competitions
for under-21s
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than ewver
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majority of significant shoots hosting a
colts competition. Although participation
in colts is always likely to be less than

in other categories, | think it's worth
celebrating them taking part.

Even a small act of recognition. like
presenting the top scoring athlete with a
box of cartridges, can go a long way. Simply
adding a colt category to a shoot can help
encourage participation, as athletes that fall
into this category are more likely to travel to
take part if they know there is something in
place for them. That is an incentive in itself,
for the shooter and the host! The same can
be said for junior ladies. So many shooting
events are really upping their game with
prizes, but it's also important to recognise
that there is often a significant difference
IN wWiNNINEs across categories — improving

likely to travel if there are prizes
on offer

-ﬂF -'I April 2020% 51

Reducing costs for
juniors could increase
participation and performance

these could also act as a good incentive for
those who are starting out. The Corsivia
Grand Prix was recently hosted at Griffin
Lloyd Shooting Ground, and was a brilliant
example of an event which had prizes for the
top three athletes in both juniors and colts.

Competitions for juniors
I'm pleased to see that there are more
competitions on offer for athletes under
the age of 21 than ever before, and | really
hope this is going to keep growing. The
variety of competitions available can now
cater for all ages and abilities, across a
wide amount of disciplines.

British Shooting

The British Shooting Talent Pathway is

a brilliant way for young people to try

their hand at Olympic Trap and Olympic
skeet. This programme is designed to

help athletes develop a winning mindset
as well as a technique that can stay with
themn throughout their shooting career.
Whilst Olympic ranges are relatively low on
numbers in the UK, British Shooting ensure
that they use as many as possible to host
development programmes and taster days
nationwide. The aim of these sessions is to
help juniors progress from grassroots level
shooters into national and international
athletes who can represent Great Britain at
European and World championships.

BASC

The British Association for Shooting and
Conservation hosts a series of Young
Shots days throughout the year, all

over the country. These taster days are
intended to help introduce juniors to the
shooting sport in a safe and welcoming
environment. They are incredibly family
friendly sessions which are run by qualified
instructors, aimed at grassroots level, and
teach juniors gun safety as well as getting
them started on clay shooting.

L4
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ABOVE The Game Fair showcases the best of
colts shooting with the CPSA's Colts Challenge

ABOVE LEFT The Oxford Gun Co’s TSC
Championship offers prizes for young shots
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CPSA

The Game Fair sees the Clay Pigeon
Shooting Association host an incredible
sportrap competition called the Colts
Challenge, which has been won twice by
Tristan Hockey and always gathers a large
crowd. Whilst the challenge is invite only,
athletes from the top 10 in the national
rankings are chosen by the CPSA to come
and take part. This competition offers a
brilliant incentive, encouraging colts to take
part regularly in competitions in order to
secure their place in the rankings and earn a
place in the top 10,

The Schools Challenge

The Oxford Gun Company has firmly
secured its place as one of the most famous
competitions for young shooters in the UK,
offering the biggest prize in clay shooting

Juniors are the future of the
sport, and need our support

history, a car = or two in fact. one each for
the top boy and top girl. Prizes like this can
be life-changing, so it's no surprise that the
competition has very quickly become one
of the nation’s favourite events in the junior
calendar for Sporting shooters.

The future

Juniors are quite literally the future of our
sport, so we should do everything we can to
support them, The shooting industry as a
whole needs to keep re-inventing itself in order
to spark interest in a new generation of
athletes, as well as retaining that of those who
are already aiming to be the next Peter Wilson
or the next Cheryl Hall. With numerous plans
already under way, I'm personally so excited to
see them come to life throughout the year and
look forward to seeing more and more juniors
take up the shooting sport! 8
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throws a fast clay that doesn't stall ' : : o
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| SHOP ONLINE

For the clay clothing and all your shooting accessories,
brought to you by a premier shooling ground

Auchterhouse Country Sports
Burnhead Farm

Auchterhouse By Dundee
DD30ON
Tel: 01382 320476
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www.auchterhousecountrysports.co.uk

GET YOUR EARLY BIRD TICKETS - ON SALE NOW!
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Anita North won
silver and gold in
Women's Trap at
the Commonwialth
Gamas in 2002
and 2010. She

is now a British
Shooting GB Talent
Programms coach,

SHOOTING
WITH A CAMERA

Anita North explains how photos and video
can help you improve your performance

o you have photos For example, take a photo of your feet to %
and videos of yourself remember the correct shooting position. A~ * .
shooting, either video can show you if you move before or
competing or training? after you see the clay and will show how you
Visual images are agreat  move. Videos and photos could be over your
aid to your development. shoulder or set back so that you get a wider

You can often pick up on things that you picture of all of you while shooting. Use the

could not take in at the time. Indeed a information to improve and develop.

coach can use them to help you better

understand something they have been Visualise your surroundings

talking to you about. How many times do you take photographs

A photo is a snapshot of an instant, while  of the shooting grounds that you visit?
avideo gives you an action record. There Photographs can be particularly useful with
can be lots of great information in both. the more formal disciplines like any of the

..=I-'
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LEFT Where possible the ISSF livestream their
finals on their Facebook page and then upload
41 TEEEESECTTECENN 57 B Aren ATSSTSNRNS the videos to YouTube
. ABOVE A photographer in action at an ISSF event
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Trap disciplines or Skeet. A photograph of
the background can help you when you do
your dry gun mount practice incorporating
visualisation. If you're not sure what
visualisation is, ask your coach, Effectively,
you can rehearse what you do in a context
= you can imagine yourself at that shooting
ground, on that particular layout. Photos can
also be used with a shooting simulator, but
that's a subject for another article.

Another use of photos is that they
can be a good reminder of the layout and
set-up of a shooting ground. For example,
if it's a ground that will be hosting a
major competition, it can be useful to use
those photographs to remind yourself
so that you feel a little more comfortable
when you go back to the ground for
that big competition. You could also
use the photographs to choose another
venue to train at in preparation for that
major competition = you might select
somewhere with a similar background. All
of this can help you with preparation for
your shooting.

b
this is a DTL layout at Cambridge Gun Club

You can use a photo to help with your visualisation —

Watch and learn
As well as reviewing your own shooting,
you could also take the opportunity to
watch some of the experts in action.
Technology permitting. the finals of
ISSF events are streamed live on
the |535F's Facebook page. They can
make great viewing and include snippets of
good information about the discipline
in their presentation. Subsequently,
the videos are available on the ISSF's
YouTube channel,

If you are curious about the world of
the ISSF disciplines, or just interested in
developing your shooting, | would encourage
you to watch the videos from the finals.
Even if you do not shoot Olympic Trap or
Olympic Skeet, you can still learn lots and
find things that can help you. You can see
the variations in stance, technique as well as
the customisations of equipment, Guns have
different set ups - stocks are very personal.
Different shooters opt for different coloured
lenses. You will see how individuals have
their own set up.

Training

Photbs are a reminder of
: the set-up at a ground

It can be good to observe the behaviours
of the finalists. Certain things stand out — you
will see how shooters keep their cool or not;
body language can be interesting and at times
a look can say a thousand words. Note how
shooters cope - or don't = when things go
wrong. Tensions can run high and sometimes
there are moments of drama with contested
targets. You can also see the emotional
engagement of spectators and coaches as
they respond to situations. Fans cheer and
make noises — they clap and shout. You'll see
that in an individual sport there is a high level
of support from fellow team members.

There’s also another angle to the use of
video, with the ISSF introducing the use of
the Video Assistant Referee (VAR). Last year
saw the IS5F using VAR in finals, This can be
called on by officials and competitors when
targets are disputed. Targets initially called
as aloss can be questioned. Discussions
can sometimes be complicated and long,
but if you watch the videos from ISSF
competitions last year, you will see that
decisions do get overturned as the cameras
catch the flight of the clays.

You can see the full results as well as videos
from the finals on the ISSF website — for links
to these check out www.issf-sports.ong.

Well, that's it until next month. If you have
never tried Olympic Trap or Olymipic Skeet, but
are inspired by what you see, then do give them
a go -a taster coaching session in your chosen
discipline is a great start. | hope you're enjoying
your shooting and, if you are training. enjoy and
embrace the hard work, Don't forget to get
behind our teams as they continue on the quest
for medals in this Olympic year! Go GE! &
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Rhys is looking forward to warmer
weather and the chance to get back
at the clays

THE REAL
WORK BEGIN

With the game season over, Rhys Plum is
getting back into training for competition

was lucky enough to
have a few days of game
shooting last season,
These are a welcome
change of scenery from
the clay ground, and an
opportunity to be immersed in the great
outdoors. Just as you would practise before
shooting a clay competition, | like to make
sure that I'm prepared for the types of
targets that will present themselves on the
peg. Most clay grounds offer a variety of
game flavoured targets, with high towers, a
grouse butt and the like.

| do enjoy game shooting, and there's
nothing more refreshing than stepping
out on a frosty morning = but I'm eagerly
awaiting the warmer weather and the
upcoming clay competitions. With the
game season behind us, it's time for me to
get back into the swing of things — no pun
intended. | am thoroughly looking forward
to shooting the British, English and World

Championships that are coming up in 2020.

One small problem | encountered over
the New Year was that | had an abrupt and
dramatic growth spurt, resulting in my
gun's stock being much too short. | have

56 | clay-shooting.com

left my gun with the gunsmiths at Atkin
Grant & Lang, who recommended that
| should have a spacer fitted which will
correct the problem.

As well as the Sporting competitions,
| am preparing myself for the English
Open Compak at Owls Lodge. | have shot
Sporting before at this ground and love the
challenging targets set by Richard Faulds
- but | anticipate that my first Compak
competition will end up being a very
different experience.

A few weekends ago | shot a registered
Sporting shoot at Sporting Targets, which
| found to be a huge learning experience
for me. One thing to remember is to book
in advance at these shoots, as they are
squadded! | remembered to do this, but the
tricky course highlighted to me that there
was something not right with my technical
game, |t become apparent on the quartering
birds that | was holding my gun too far
out, therefore not allowing myself encugh
time to make the correct move. Also | lack
consistency on my kill point on battues, and
am often leaving them too long.

| need to work on both these points in
training. Fortunately the targets from this

Rhys Plum isa
1&-yaar-old English
Sporting junior
shooter from
Hertfordzhire, who
writés a monthly
column abowt

his experignces
in competition
shooting.

A growth spurt meant Rhys needed
b get his stock altered to fit again

registered shoot were left on for a few days.
so | returned to Sporting Targets a few days
later, to try to iron out these mistakes.

I'm also shooting the CPSA Premier
League, which is now under way. | am
making a real effort to get around and
shoot the grounds where | will be
competing at these events, so you may
spot me shooting - or indeed missing.

If you do, come and say hello! B
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EDINBURGH |
CUP 2020

Oxford Brookes shine at the annual universities championship

at Bisley at Braidwood. Murray Thomson reports

he University of
Edinburgh’s students
and alumni have a proud
tradition of hosting The
Edinburgh Cup. For years
uni teams have travelled
from all over the country to compete - and
this year more than 40 teams made the
trip to Bisley At Braidwood on 1 February,
hoping to take home either a team or
individual prize. The event consisted of a 60
bird Sporting course followed by a 45 bird
flush which ran as two separate events, so
there was more than one chance for glory.
After the competition the Edinburgh team
hosts a black tie ball, which this year was
held at the beautiful Prestonfield House.
Bisley at Braidwood took the main
event seriously, and closed their entire
ground to the general public to ensure that
the students could enjoy a seamless and
professional event, with a full contingent
of referees and support staff on hand at
all times. It's been a mild, wet winter in the
borders heartlands, but the day started
with strong, cold winds driving a persistent
misty rain.

T
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The course was set by Bisley at
Braidwood's director, lan Braithwaite,
who had done his utmost to keep wind
interference to a minimum while still
providing some very interesting and
exciting presentations. lan knew that
the shooters would be of mixed abilities,
and said his goal was to ensure that there
was something for everyone. Sure enough
every stand offered targets with belly
or dome. There were one or two more
challenging stands to separate the pack,
with clever angles and fades to catch out
the careless gun without the need for an
eye test.

Students had travelled from as far away
as Wales and the south of England, so lan
and his team ensured that Oscars Cafe,
at the heart of the Braidwood clubhouse,
never stopped churning out food and warm
drinks to those who had completed their
endurance test with the elements. He said:
"Making everyone feel welcome here was
our goal, and | think we have surpassed our
own expectations.”

This year the Bisley team had decided
to give each squad a start time, and the

ABOVE Smiles from
the Newcastle
University team,
despite the weather

system worked well. There were no
queues at stands and even the usual
choke point of the flush ran without the
competitors needing to wait too long. Early
cards in showed a mixed level of abilities,
but there was no shortage of smiles

and laughter on the stands, with groups
encouraging one another.

Josh Billington of Oxford Brookes
stood out as an early leader, showing
smooth form and poise as he filled the
barders sky with vaporised clays. Excellent
performances were also seen later onin
the day from contenders such as Matt
Townson and Harry Clark, but Newcastle
University's Aaron Hall took the win over
Josh by two birds to securing the overall
High Gun position.

There were some ocutstanding displays
of marksmanship from the lady shooters
too. At one point Aberdeen University's
Polly Lightbody looked like she was
shooting heat seeking shells. Clearly her
experience as a new cap with the Scottish
National Sporting team has served her well,
Victoria Roxburgh also looked like she could
keep her cool long enough to take the B




An outstanding performance
saw Dxford Brookes president
Lorna Hall take the Ladies title

With a ‘best dressed’ prize on

offer, clothi fashionable
%5 practical

Tl s gquads -5 fiowed "'I_ through the
Bisley at Braidwood course with The mens team from Oxford
few hold-ups Brookes celebrate their victory
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Ladies title, but in the end she was placed
third behind second placed Lightbody, who
was pipped to the post by an outstanding
performance from Oxford Brookes club
president Lorna Hall.

The Braidwood staff logged each
incoming score card with ruthless
efficiency through the day. With the last
squad out at 3pm, the team scores were
all counted up by 4.30. Oxford Brookes had
secured the Men's and Ladies team event
overall winners, with the mixed team trophy
going to Edinburgh. Newcastle University
won both the Mens and Ladies flush
events, while Durham University won the
mixed flush,

The event was, of course, blessed with
people firmly in touch with fashion, and
there was an award at the ball for ‘Best
Dressed’ - which was awarded without
hesitation to Octavia Charlesworth of
Edinburgh University.

The organising committee were
delighted to raise over £1,700 for
their chosen charity

The home Edinburgh team won
the mixed team trophy
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Emily Wilford, events secretary for The
University of Edinburgh, said: " This event
15 the highlight of the Edinburgh University
Clay Pigeon Shooting Club’s calendar.

We welcomed seven different universities
across the country to participate, with 164
shooters competing in Ladies, Mens and
mixed teams. For the second year running,
the evening ball and raffle was supporting
the wonderful charity of The Calvert Trust
in the Lake District. This year we exceeded
our previous efforts, raising £1.733.33 for a
cause that is close to our hearts.

“The prizegiving was held after a well-
earned meal, with teams from QOxford and
Mewcastle dominating the field. followed
by a ceilidh that certainly got everyone
up dancing, and brought the teams from
different universities together. The whole
day was a great success.”

Lorna Hall, club president of Oxford
Brookes and Ladies High Gun. said: " This

year has been by far the most successful
of the three years since | have been
involved with the Oxford Brookes club.

We have grown exponentially in numbers
and wins = with particular improvement
from our lady shooters. | am very proud to
be able to say the Ladies team has been
undefeated this academic year. A mention
must go to our Mens second team who
outshot the first team in the flush, although
the Mens first team retained their form
and took the overall team title. We regularly
travel the country with up to 40 students,
and the Edinburgh Challenge has always
been one of our favourites for both the
shoot and the ball. The standard of both are
second to none.”

She adds: “Bisley at Braidwood has
a stunning setting and set an enjoyable
variety of targets to test all levels of
shooters. Ideally we'd like to take the
ground, staff and the lovely referees back to
Oxford with us! For me personally, this has
been a very successful season. made all the
sweeter as this is my final year at Brookes.
As club president | have enjoyed being
instrumental in creating such a united
and good-spirnted team. | have achieved
some success myself this year, being able
to follow up my win at BUCS with a first
at the Edinburgh Challenge. Maybe some
of this could be attributed to the excellent
adjustments carried out on my gun by
Greenwood Gunsmiths.”

Lorna continues: "This is a wonderful
result for OBSC, and it could not have
happened without the support of Oxford
Brookes Centre for Sport, to whom we
are very grateful, Last, but definitely
not least, a huge thank you and
congratulations to every member of the
Brookes Shooting Club!”

Ladies flush winners Newcastle
proudly display their rosettes
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NOW THAT'S CLEVER!

Richard Atkins tests two new loads that offer good
performance with less recoil, and at an affordable price

UNDERSTANDING
THE TEST RESULTS

Velocity is measured at 2.5 metres from
the muzzle.

Pressure is the mean breech figure in Bar
{as per CIP).

5D is Standard Deviation (consistency).

CDis the Central Density rating. This
records the percentage of the total pellets
landing in the 30-inch circle that were also
within the inner 20-inch circle

Shot size is derived from actual pellet
count per ounce and is listed to the nearest
UK size, with < and > symbols where shot
i5 shightly larger or smaller than the nearest
size. UK Mo.7 = 340 pellets/oz; UK No.75 =
400 pellets/oz; UK No.8 = 450/0z; UK MNo.
9 = 580.0z.

Shot weight is the average actual shot load.

measured in grains. 1 grain = 0.065 grams
= 00023 oz, CVis Crush Value. This is the
amount by which the shot is reduced in
size when subjected to the standard crush
test. A smaller value means harder lead, so
a CV figure of 20% is harder than 30%, for
pellets of similar size. Smaller shot crushes
proportionately more than larger size.

Choke boring Mominal pattern
percentages at 40 yards are: Half Choke
&0%: Imp/ Mod (three quarter) choke
65%; Full choke 70%.

CLEVER MIRAGE T1
24 GRAM 7.5 PLASTIC

Shot load 373 grains
Pellet (count peroz) 331
UK shot (size / CV) >7/ 28%

Pellets in 30in dia
() =

Pellets in 20-30in 85
Pattern 68%
CD 56%

Velocity 370 m/s (1,214 fps)
Recoil (M) (unit=Ns) 8.8
Pressure (unit=bar) 528

62 | clay-shooting.com

lever is a brand many
club shooters might be
unfamiliar with. Howewver,
it's well known among
the world's elite clay
shooters, because
Clever has concentrated on producing
absolute top grade cartridges ever since
the Chiampan brothers started making
their own competition cartridges in

1952. Mow, 50 years later, Clever has an
unmatched record of world and Olympic
success. The name is often mispronounced
by us Brits who see it as an English word
meaning intelligent, but the correct way to
say it is "Clay-ver”.,

Clever's dedication to ultimate
performance has meant they are known as
a premium shell - but the more modestly
priced T1 Mirage Clever deserves to
become better known among clay shooters
generally. It includes a fibre wad option
directed at the growing UK fibre wad
market. | was fortunate to visit the Clever
factory in the past, thanks to the previous
importer, and |'ve seen the dedication of
Clever employees, so | was pleased to have
the opportunity to review these Tls.

C

Clever

FROFPESSIONAL AMMUNITION

erree SOT7

Smart presentation
The bright, sturdy cardboard cartons of 25
are crisply printed in red, white and black
with basic cartridge details on the top flap.
The 24 gram shot weight is printed large
(there's a 28 gram option) and the (ltalian)
shot size 7%z (2.4mm). The fibre wad
version has ‘FIBRE' printed large while the
plastic wad option doesn't state "plastic’
Clever built their reputation and
impressive record of success by selecting
the components they use in each cartridge
type, for every discipline, from leading
component makers. This gives them the
widest choice
of components.,
Tl cartridges
are loaded into
J0mm long, red,
parallel plastic
tube Reifenhauser
construction cases.
The ribbing on the
case suggests these
are of Maxam origin.
with the primers e
being the excellent R
Martignioni 688.

all aspects of
ballistics, shotgun
perfarmance and
technical analysis

Low Recodl
New Concept Ameno

T1
mirage



CLEVER MIRAGE T1
24 GRAM 75 FIBRE

Shotload 368 grains
Pellet (count peroz) 363
UK shot (size / CV) <7/ 33%

Pellets in 30in dia
() T8

Pellets in 20-30in 75
Pattern 58%
CD 58%
Velocity 386 m/s (1,266 fps)
Recoil (M) (unit=Ns) 9.3
Pressure (unit =bar) 570

The 10mm tall brass plated steel heads
are typical of Tl type cartridges where,
especially with Italian cartridge makers,
case head height is an indicator of price
and performance categories. Cases proved
strong, as can be detected from the firm,
crisp, way the six-point crimp closure folds
remain evident after firing.

The fibre wad option has special appeal in
the UK where their use is increasingly dictated.
The main driving fibre wad is a quality praduct
from Diana. Loaded in conjunction with a
4mm thick over powder ‘nitro’ card, the 70mm
case allows a 20mm long wad to be used and
ensuring a more efficient gas seal in gun bores
than shorter wads might, especially in long
forcing cone guns.

The plastic wad is Clever's Flexi Max
patented design. This has an efficient gas
seal base with a honeycomb form centre
section to absorb set-back forces and soften
recoil. A key feature is the shot cup; this is
made as a full cup with no moulded in "slits”
to form petals. Clever prefer to cut the slits
into the shot cups on loading each wad into

“Clever has a
unique record
of Olympic and
world success.”

Ammo Test
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the case. Although more time consuming,
hence more expensive, this ensures the
shot cups open up evenly upon exiting the
muzzle and wad remains intact with each
fired wad behaving identically. It's this sort
of attention to detail that has helped Clever
achieve their enviable record of success.

Propellant powders

The propellant in the plastic wad cartridge
is Maxam C5B5, which is a light greenish
grey. single based., disc cut powder with a
very economical average charge weight of
just 17.8 grains. The fibre wad type uses a
square cut powder with a charge weight
averaging 20.6 grains. Both types left
minimal barrel residues with a light, fine,
easily removed "dust’ in the bore.

Both propellants produced moderately
quick velocities; ideal for cartridges which,
as cartons state, are promoted for their low
recoil. Shot loads proved excellent quality:
well graded for size and roundness and
polished with graphite to a glossy black
finish. As with all lower priced cartridges
the lead mix contains less antimeny than
in the premium range, as the higher crush
percentages CV results show. These
indicate at least 2% antimony and Clever
claim to use 2.5% antimony shot in the T1
Mirage, so that sounds about right and it's
more than some budget loads.

Both T1 samples are marked 7.5 shot
size. Being Italian, this equates to closer to
UK No.7. Conducting my usual shot count
across several loads showed sizes were a
little different. The plastic wad shot count
averaged 330 per ounce, fractionally larger
than UK No.7 (340 per ounce), The fibre
wad shot load averaged 363 pellets per
ounce, slightly smaller than UK No.7.

Fibre wads tend to pattern slightly more
open than plastic wads so slightly smaller
shot makes sense, giving the opportunity
to get more pellets into the pattern. I'd
generally choose Italian No.8 (UK 7.5) or
even UK No.8 for most of my 24 gram
cartridge use, reserving 7.5 for the longer
shots with more choke. T1 are made in /.5,
8 and 9.5 (Italian) shot sizes.

Performance
Both these cartridges were submitted to
the Birmingham CIP Proof Laboratory for
pressure, velocity and momentum testing.
Pattern tests were conducted at 40 vards
from a 30in long. standard bore size barrel
with 2%in (70mm) chamber with standard
length (short) forcing cone and bored Imp
Mod (UK 34) choke.

It's intriguing to note that Clever, who
as their record shows, know all about
the requirements for a high performance
cartridge. have kept velocity for both T1



types down a modest amount from their
faster premium competition loads. This
makes sense. These are intended to be a
low recoil load for training and for the less
demanding disciplines and target types.

A 400 mps 28 gram load typically
results in a momentum result (indicating
recoil) of around 11.1 Ns - whereas the
fibre T1 load gave just 9.3 Ns, indicating
around 16% less recoil. The plastic wad T1
was even smoother with 20% less! These
may not sound like massive reductions,
but are very significant in producing
smooth shooting characteristics. As is
usually the case, consistency was better
with the plastic wad load than the fibre
wad. which is shown in the SD figures.

Moderate velocities also help with
pattern quality, especially in lower
antimony shot cartridges. Softer shot
propelled very fast tends to open patterns
more quickly. Pattern results at 40 yards,
using the same Imp Mod test barrel,
showed that the plastic wad T1 exceeded
the nominal Imp Mod (34) pellet count
in the 30in circle by an average of 3% to
record 68% density.

The 5% faster fibre wad load put an
average of 58% of its shot load in the 30in
circle at 40 yards. This equates to just
2% under ¥ choke from the same barrel.

BELOW The slits are cut into the cup at
loading, ensuring they open evenly on firing

These results might assist those who
sometimes ponder the differences between
plastic wad loads - you need to remember
that it's not all about the wads!

Breaking clays

As | often remark, it is pellets that break
clays, not percentages. The slightly smaller
pellets in the fibre wad load helped ensure

“I found the T1s

very smooth to

shoot with good
pattern potential.”

that. despite the lower percentage, there
were only on average five pellets less in the
inner 20in pattern circle than the plastic
wad load. The outer 20-30in segment was
an average 10 pellets down for an overall 15
fewer pellets in the 30in patterns.

The important thing is, how did
they perform on the clays? | would say
surprisingly well = except it wasn't really

Ammo Test

a surprise! Many shooters will have tried
lighter shot loads at some time, even
down to 21 grams, and been pleasantly
surprised at how well they break clays.

Before | had pattern tested them. | used
the fibre Tl load on a variety of Sporting
clay targets and achieved pleasing results,
even when testing a gun | wasn't familiar
with. | put in a 3 choke for a particularly
long crosser and broke most of them. That
told me these shells were fine for the large
majority of club and standard targets.

| used the plastic wad version for DTL
where they broke first and second barrel
shots well, even with ¥ and ¥ chokes. |
also tried these at another Sporting shoot
with no fibre ban. They tackled surprising
long targets and gave good breaks on
closer ones using more open chokes.

I'rm sure the T1 loads will meet the
requirements of plenty of Sporting and
Trap shooters. For the demanding targets,
carry a box of premium types — | used
Clever Grand ltalia.

Allin all | found the Clever T1 very
smooth to shoot with good pattern
potential, for less money than Clever's
premium cartridges. It could well prove a
very happy introduction to this world class
cartridge brand for many clay shooters. Try
some and let us now how you got on. @
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DELIGHTFUL
DARTFORD

Jasper Fellows finds a warm welcome at this clay
club with a difference beside the River Thames

here is no doubt about

it = the South East

of England is a clay

shooter’s paradise, from

the beautiful grounds

at EJ Churchill to the
phenomenal shooting school at The Al. But,
if you really want to feel at home, like you're
part of the family, then look no further than
Dartford Clay Shooting Ground,

Founded in the 1970s by two brothers,
Dartford CSC started life with just one ABT
and one DTL layout. Then, in 1998, Peter
Duffield realised the potential of this little
ground on the side of the Thames and
began to turn it into what you see today.

“Peter worked hard to make this corner
of Dartford into something special for the
Kent shooting community,” explains Kelly,
Dartford's General M “He added four
Skeet layouts along with 13 Sporting stands
and covered ABT, Sportrap and practice
stands for all-weather shooting.”

“We've been continuing to improve
every aspect of the ground since then
too,” continues Kelly. “We've even added
floodlighting on a number of the Sportrap
layouts so that we can offer late night

oting to our clients. We've also
renovated our Sporting and Skeet layouts
so that we can continue to provide a top
quality shooting experience.”

Thanks to Dartford’s automated key
systemn, it couldn’t be easier for the
experienced shooter to make the most of
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The ground offers four Skeet
layouts as well as Sporting,
Sportrap, DTL and ABT

Dartford is known for its friendly, welcoming
atmosphere where you guickly feel at home




The ground

offers floodlit
shooting during the
winter months

General manager
Kelly loves to see
clients enjoying
their shooting

everything on offer - even when shooting
solo. “Our long-range key system is simple
to use” explains Kelly, "and it allows
shooters to set a time delay to suit themn,
ensuring that the clays start flying exactly
when you want them to.”

For those wanting instruction, look no
further than CPSA Coach Steve Williams
and his team. "Whether you are a novice
looking for a full course of instruction, or
a pro looking for someone to point out
any bad habits, Steve and his team of fully
qualified instructors are here to guide you
in the right direction,” says Kelly,

Observant readers may recognise Kelly
as the mother of Colt sensation Tristan
Hockey. " Iristan helps a lot with the
youngsters and first timers that come along
to our have-a-go sessions,” says Kelly. "He
explains to them how young he was when

he first started shooting here and helps
them to understand how, with a bit of hard
work and dedication, they can progress
through the sport just as he has.”

One thing that any visitor to Dartford
Clay Shooting Club immediately notices is
the sense of community here = the family
spirit that seems to encompass every
aspect of the business. Even during one of
the many competitions that are held here,
one can still feel at home in the presence of
such passionate and caring staff,

“We take our competitions seriously
though,” adds Kelly, “we believe everyone
can compete to the highest levels, but that
all competing can be done with a smile, We
love the atmosphere that builds up when
we host any competition. whether it’s one
of our weekly CPSA registered Skeet shoots
or one of our monthly CPS5A registered
English Sporting shoots, we love to see our
clients shooting their best and having a
great time.”

If you really want to start your day at
Dartford off right, why not tuck into their
brilliant range of full breakfasts, snacks and
drinks served by Kelly's own mother, Gillian,
from their onsite kitchen. "If you're lucky,
she might even be serving up her famous
bubble and squeak, says Kelly, “it's worth a
visit just to try it!"

With a warm welcome guaranteed, late
night shooting and plenty of testing targets
to keep you guessing regardless of
preferred discipline, Dartford Clay Shooting
Club is well worth the visit for a fun and
fulfilling day out.

LESSONS
Tuition with a fully qualified instructor
starts from £65 per hour exclusive of clays
and cartridges. Have-a-go sessions are
available for first timers and start at £40
for 25 clays, cartridges and a full English
breakfast. Discounts are available for large
group bookings.

MEMBERSHIP

Membership is available from £50 per
year. Members benefit from reduced clay
prices across all disciplines, and a gift of
100 clays during your birthday month.

WHO'S WHO

Kelly Hockey is the general manager and
can be found on the front desk welcoming
shooters to the grounds. Gillian, Kelly's
mother, lends a hand welcoming clients
while also serving her famous recipes

in the café. Out on the grounds, Dave
Nicholson is the grounds manager, while
acott Batcheldor sets the targets. CPSA
registered coach Steve Williams and his
team are on hand for any shooters looking
to boost their scores.

WHAT'S ON OFFER?

English Sporting, Sportrap, ABT, DTL.
Double Rise, English Skeet, M554 Skeet,
Dlympic Skeet and a new air rifle range
coming this summer.

WHEN IS IT OPEN?
MAY TO OCTOBER
Wednesday 10am-d4pm
Thursday 10am-E2pm
Friday-Sunday 10am-5pm
LATE QCTOBER TO MAY
Thursday-Sunday 10am-d4pm

WHERE IS IT?
Dartford Clay Shooting Club
Joyeoe Green Farm

Joyce Green Lane

Dartford

Kent DAL SPN

Tel: 01322 311001

Email: dartfordesc@aol com

Web: www.dartfordclayshootingclub.com
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The Guide

This section is packed with facts and advice to
help you select the right gun, cartridges and
gear — and find somewhere to shoot, whether
that's an introductory lesson, a practice round,
or a session with a top-level coach. Here's
what we've got for you this month.

GERMAN ENGINEERING
Andy Powell looks at why Blaser and
Krieghoff are so popular

TOP LOADS AT AG&L
Ml Which cartridges sell best at the Atkin
Grant & Lang ground

WHERE TO SHOOT

Our guide to shooting grounds throughout
England, Scotland and Wales

71
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MAXIMISE
YOUR SCORE

« Dense devastating
patterns for long

range targets

» Smooth tuned recoil
for second shot

+ Upgraded

sport design

70mm 28gm | Shotsizes:72and8 | Plastic or Fibre Wad

OVER 70 YEARS OF INNOVATION IN EVERY CARTRIDGE

www.hullcartridge.co.uk/clay

*Public vote - Time Inc Shooting awards in association with the British Shooting Show.



. COMPILED BY

EJ.CHURCHILL THE EJ CHURCHILL GUN ROOM

Andy Powell looks at the influence of German
gunmakers on clay gun design

hooting out on the clay

circuits and working in
S one of the busiest gun

rooms and shooting
grounds in the UK, |
can't help noticing the
massive German presence around the
clay world. |t started a few years ago
when Blaser, a highly accomplished
rifle maker, entered the increasingly
competitive shotgun market for the
first time. They had more than a little
help designing the flagship model F3
from none other than ten-times FITASC
Sporting, World, European & British
Champion John Bidwell.

The F3 hit the UK market in 2004, and
it's fair to say that like any new gun they
had a few teething issues. To their credit,
Elaser got to work immediately and
sorted the problems with very little fuss,

and the brand started to gain momentum,

Even today, both Blaser and Mulliners
provide a fantastic level of service.

It wasn't long before the F3 MkII
came along in November 2010 with its

simple plain black action and the F3

logo tastefully tucked into the corner on
each side of the low-profile action. On
first look from the outside, nothing much
had changed apart from the colour of
the action from matt silver-grey to matt
black. The big change. however, was that
the problerms with trigger pulls and a few
other niggling issues were all sorted in
true German engineering fashion.

The gun was very different to anything
else on the market at the time, with its
weight balancing system as well as a
completely modular design. including
fully interchangeable stocks, barrels and
fore-ends with no need for a gunsmith.
Many have tried to copy this modular
system since, with varying degrees of
success, but in my opinion none have
made it work like Blaser. Between them,
John and Blaser came up with a low
action profile, well balanced competition
gun for a very reasonable price, that is
still loved and used by many today.

Since that first model we have seen
plenty more from Blaser. The entry a

Blaser's F3 has a fully modular
design, with interchangeable
stocks, barrels and fore-ends

r r F

i A
- GERMAN LESSONS

The F16 has been another
success story for the German
Eun maker
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ULTRA XS PRO

SAM GREEN, 2019 FITASC
WORLD SPORTING

CLAYS CHAMPION
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In July 2019, Sam Green and his Ultra X5 became FITASC World Sporting Clays Champion.
It is supplied with eight Invector Titanium extended chokes, two spacers, three Inflex™ recoil pad

and three trigger shoes.

The Ultra XS Pro Adjustable Comb can thus be balanced on demand thanks to a clever weight and counterweight
system (gunstock and barrel). The Ultra X5 Pro Adjustable Comb is equipped with an adjustable cheek-piece
and a trap fore-end. Its technical innovation in no way impairs its elegance, as can be seen in the new engraving

—< _JD
=D

Adpitable cheek-piece

Inflex™ Il Fecaal pq-d

BROWNING

WHWW.EROWHING.EV

dtcurating its action frame and the .Erldu- 4 wood with ailed finish.

Back-bored™ Vecter Pro™ barrel
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Like Blaser, Krieghoff were known as
makers of fine hunting rifles before
entering the shotgun market

level F16 has been another success for
them, and they have added more variants
to the well-established F3 range. If you
have never shot one, then | recommend
you give it a try; | think you will be more
than impressed.

Krieghoff K80

The other very popular German brand

is of course the Krieghoff. Like Blaser,
Krieghoff were makers of fine hunting
guns until they decided to enter the
competition shotgun world in the 1960s.
The brand has grown hugely since the
early days and | have to say with total
justification. The K80 range is rapidly
becoming the number one choice for a
lot of shooters on the circuit.

The company is family owned, and
Dieter and Phil Krieghoff are the fourth
and fifth generation respectively of the
family to keep the 130-year-old brand
going, along with a worldwide staff. The
gun itself can trace its history back to the
Remington 32, the long-lost American
cousin. After the Remington 32 ceased
production, a couple of Americans took
the action to Krieghoff in Germany and
the rest is history.

The gun has some unique features
and the first that anyone notices is the
shroud that retracts when the top lever
is used, allowing the gun to open. The
reason why is still a mystery, but my
theory is that most guns are locked shut
by using the bottom of the action. This
is perfectly fine and adequate, but the
clever Germans thought that this would
be enhanced even more by holding the
top of the action firm. as when any gun

A -‘['-*
‘\,.

he Krieghotf KBO is noted

ﬁ ifs low muzzle flip

COMPILED BY
THE EJ CHURCHILL GUN ROOM

This K-BO with its eye-catching
Abraham Lincoln engraving was
Krieghoff's 2019 Gun of the Year

“Both these brands should be
at the top of any serious
shooter’s list of guns to try.”

fires the top barrel, what is actually
happening is the gunis trying to open
itself as the pressure is all at the top
and the locking mechanism is below the
bottom barrel. This could be why the
K&80 range have such reduced muzzle flip
compared with a lot of guns in the market
place today. The floating barrels also
really help with the cooling of the gun.
Another benefit is the unigue way the
triggers work and the crispness of clean
trigger pulls that are second to none.
Things like tapered ribs and adjustable
combs are all personal to different
shooters, but it's safe to say that most
things are possible with the “K gun” - the
only limiting factor will be your wallet.
The K80 Parcours is the entry level into
the range and a very capable gun. It is
somewhat lighter than the K80 Sporter,
something that is liked by some but not
all. My personal view is the heavier guns
tend to be more popular amongst the
world elite. The K gun is certainly a gun to
try if you have never done s0. Try as many
different examples as you can before you

take the plunge but, trust me, you won't
be disappointed.

Legendary engineering

The rise in popularity of both of these
brands is no coincidence. The Germans
are world renowned for their engineering
prowess in whatever they do, so why not
in competition guns? The sheer quality of
materials and the hours spent on design
and testing, coupled with the highest
level of customer service and warranty
cover, must make both of these brands
top of any serious shooter’s try list.

There is always a period of pain for
anyone to go through as they get used
to any new gun. It varies from one person
to the next, but once you have got to
grips with either of these guns you won't
want to change any day soon.

My advice is you must try any gun of
any brand you are looking to buy, so
make sure you do your homework and try
before you buy. But these two brands are
used by a lot of the world elite - and they
can't all be wrong! B
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GROUNDS & SHOOTING

Horne Clay Pigeon Club

All shiooes 100 bird English sparting
Tubtien avaiable by appolncment
Lk our Facebook Pape foe the Leei novwn md apdee
Crarvon Bowom: Seare 10500 Lax enery 5:00
Coure Faren: Seat 10,00 las ey 1}

Sun March 8th (Reg.) - Gatton Bortom
£100 1stin AA, A, B, C, £50 2nd in each class
Plus Ladies, Juniors, Veterans & Members Classes

Sun March 15th (Reg.) - Court Farm
£100 1st in AA, A, B, C, £50 2nd in cach class
Plus Ladies, Juniors, Veterans & Members Classes

Sun March 22nd (Reg.) — Gatton Bottom
£100 1st in AA, A, B, C, £50 2nd in each class
Plus Ladies, Juniors, Veterans & Members Classes

Sun March 29th (Reg.) - Gatton Bottom
£100 Ist in AA, A, B, C, £50 2nd in cach class
Plus Ladies, Juniors, Veterans & Members Classes

Sun April 5th (Reg.) — Court Farm
£100 1st in AA, A, B, C, £50 2nd in each class
Plus Ladies, Juniors, Veterans & Members Classes

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY April 13th (Reg.) — Gatton Bottom
£100 1st in AA, A, B, C, £50 2nd in cach class

Plus Ladies, Juniors, Veterans & Members Classes

ALL SHOOTERS ARE ALWAYS WELOOME
Ganens Bottem, Markedge Lane, Relpate, RH1 3400
Cosnt Famay, Charch Lame, Chaldos, ©RY SAL

Company Days = Half or Full deys | Individuoals
Symall & Larpw groups | Seg | Hen | Binhdays
W are affiliated o the CFSA
Tel: 0F7 1 13320607 » Emadk horne-cpo@tmoworid ook

www.clayandcountry.com

ORION GUN CLUB

SKEET ¢ DTL » SPORTING
Every Sunday 10am to 1pm
Chequers Foad, Noak Hill, Romford, Essex CM14 5RG
Just around the corner from Old MacDonalds Farm

L]

Telephone: 07954 297849 | Peter: 07802 273050

CGCREENFIELDS

SHOOTING GROUND STURRY, NRE CANTERBURY KENT

OPEN EVERY SUNDAY
SPORTING COMPETITION
PRACTICE SHOOTING B: HAVE A GO STANDS
EVERY SUNDAY 9.308M — E C 12.00pm

OPEN PRACTICE SHOOTING TUES - WED - THURS - FRI - SAT

WO T - ol CLOPSED AL DY ARSI
Tel: o122y 713222 www.greenfieldsshooting.co.uk
www. facebook.comfgreenfieldsshooting

LI T HAN TN Sat 4th
f SHOOTING el

MOBILE SHOOTING A
ENTERTAINMENT

tntertainment for business parties and * CLAY SHOOTING, ARCHERY,
RIFLE SHOOTING, AXE THROWING

corporate events at your chosen venue

* NDOOE TARGET SHOOTING

# TALORED TO GROUP SITES

* IMCLUDES ALL EQUIPHEMNT

* 25 YEARSH EXPERIENCE

FOr more datalls call Mark

01527 575141
000

www.shootingd4fun.co.uk

IE.E:._ | }"‘
, | lt*

mark@shootingdfun.co.uk

Sunday 8th and 22nd March
WWW.KINGSLEYMOORSG.COM

Over 700 medres of stone paths. Shoating over the woodclad valleys of the Churnet,

HAIMWCOOD

THE ROUGH SHOOTERS GUIDETO 3}
noted  CLAY PIGEON SHOOTING

Same push Comprehensive Sporting layoul
aqvaikaoe Layout changed each week
Pay & Play
_ Open Every Day rom 10.30am. Prachice or Tuition
}f: Open Shoot every Saturday & Sunday Morning
; Vouchers Available
Please mention Clay Shooting Magazine when calling

www.haimwoodshooting.com S
& www.facebook.com/Haimwood 3G

TOADVERTISE IN CLAY SHOOTING,
mlm CALL THE SALES TEAM ON 01225 687199

100 Skeet Reg, 100 DTL Reg. Black Powder. Open Practice. 10 - 4.30

100 Sporting Reg. £100HG. Tel entries pref. Open Practice. 9 - 4.30

Sat 11th 100 Skeet Reg. Open Practice. 10 - 4.30

Sun 12th 100 Straight Club Skeet Shoot Reg. Tel. entries. 60 Sporting. Open Practice. 10 - 4.30

Thur 16th &0 Sporting re. Open Practice. 1 - dusk

TELEPHONE ENTRIES AVAILABLE Sat 18th
FOR REGISTERED SHOOTS Sun 19th

100 Skeet Reg. 100 A/Round Reg. Black Powder. Open Practice. 10 - 4.30
100 Sporting Reg. £100HG. Tel entries pref. Open Practice. 9 - 4.30

Thur23rd 50 DTL re. Open Practice. 1 - dusk
Sat 25th 100 Skeet Reg. 100 DTL Reg (Northants C/Champs & Open) Open Practice. 10 - 4.30

01604 42252 Sun 26th

01604 TR1TAN OTE18 6OREET

100 DTL Reg ( Northants, Beds & Oxon C/Champs & Open) 100 Skeet Reg. 60 Sporting.
Open Practice. 10 - 4.30

Thur 30th 50 Skeet re. Open Practice. 1 - dusk




FAVOURITE CARTRIDGES
AT ATKIN GRANT & LANG

Rachel Draper looks at the loads that bust the most clays at the AGL ground

A

tkin Grant & Lang is a clay ground, shooting
school and gun shop, and we get through roughly
20,000 cartridges a week, with a wide range of
different loads coming through the door. That's
because we have to stock cartridges that are

suitable for shooters of all abilities, experiences
and ages, from the first time shot to the regular competitor.

Qur instructors typically use 21 gram loads for adult lessons,
which offer more than enough power to hit the average clay and
produce minimal recoil, making them ideal for beginners. Those
coming to the ground to practise for their next registered shoot

prefer a 28 gram shell packing more of a punch, and of course we

-

O

11

LYALVALE EXPRESS
POWER RED

One of our best sellers. Power
Red are consistently accurate
and quick cartridges, with

less recoil than their powerful
relatives, the Power Blue and
Power Gold. They are ideal for
our ‘pay & play’ shooter, looking
to enjoy a round of

clays with friends but also
keen to keep their scores up.
They are reasonably priced too,
starting at just £52.50 a slab for
AGL members.

Load: 27 gram, 7.5, fibre

Case Length: 70mm

Muzzle Velocity: 1.500 fps
Price: £185 / 1.000 Plastic;
£64.00 for 250 (£52.50

for members)

AL HIE

12 G

¥ CARTRIDGES

LYALVALE EXPRESS
POWER BLUE

An extra gram of lead but
packing a whole lot more
punch, another popular
cartridge in our shop is Power
Blue, offering 28 grams of
clay breaking power. They are
good value as an entry level
competition load, and offer
consistent shot patterns over
long distances.

Load: 28 gram, 75.8

and 9, fibre

Case Length: 7Omm

Muzzle Velocity: 1,375 fps
Price: £67.00 for 250 (£52 40
far members)

can cater for them too. We've even found a happy middle ground,
with cartridges that offer the best of both worlds, with the likes of
Power Red in 27 grams, and Gamebore Evos at 24 grams.

Here we've picked out some of our customers’ favourites to
share with you. From our own experience as well as customer
feedback, it's safe to say that all of these are good options.
However, finding the right cartridge is a very personal endeavour,
and it is always advisable to try a variety of makes and loads to
see which one works best for you and your gun. The prices quoted
here are correct at time of going to press, but remember that

cartridge prices do fluctuate.

LYALVALE EXPRESS XXI
Qur bespoke house cartridges
are made by Lyalvale Express
and have similar qualities to
the Super Lite. They are our
instructors’ choice for lessons
and "have a go’ sessions. as
their smoothness and low recoil
ensure that every shooter has
an enjoyable day, with no sore
shoulders. The fast burning
powder makes them not only
super light but also super quick.
The shorter chamber length

is ideal for older English guns
which we see a lot of, being a
gunmakers with nearly 200
years of heritage.

Load: 21 grams, &. fibre

Case Length: 65mm

Muzzle Velocity: 1,395 fps.
also available in 20 bore

Price: £70.00 for 250 in 12 bore
(£56.00 for members)

SUPREME
COMP

G TR LN N
i AR

LYALVALE EXPRESS
SUPREME COMPETITION
We host regular CP3A
registered shoots and major
events throughout the
summer, so we sell a range

of competition cartridges -
and among those Supreme
Competition is a best seller.
Boasting uniform patterns at
long range, these cartridges
have a reputation for quality.,
performance and consistency,
and are renowned as Richard
Faulds’ personal choice. They
are slightly more expensive
thatnsome, but arguably worth
the money.

Load: 28 grams. 6.5. 7, 75,

8. 9, plastic

Case Length: /Omm

Muzzle Velocity: 1,475 fps
Price: £92 .50 for 250 (£84.00
for members)
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GROUNDS & SHOOTING
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Coniston Shooting

Ground
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OPENING HOURS
Tues — Fri 9.30am — Spm

Sat — Sun 9.30am 1.30pm

CAFE OPENING TIMES
Tues — Frn 1 1.30am — 1.30pm
Sun 9am — | 45pm
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Improve the efficiency and effectiveness of your gun with ported
choke tubes from Rhino Gun Cases Inc. of Williston, Florida.
Rhino ported choke tubes are the most technologically advanced

and patented choke tubes in the world. These tubes are shot
worldwide by some of the top shooters.

QOur ported choke tubes are available for almost every gun that has
a screw-in choke tube system. Should we not have ona in stock,

we will make them for you upon request. We manulacture a vast ling
of choke tubes for virtually any shooting task.

Price of the Rhino Chokes are £75.00 per choke
and available in a wide variety of colours.

Availlable for collection from our store based in Bodmin
or via Recorded 24 Hour Delivery ]

www.celticguns.co.uk 01208 455868

31 Normandy Way, Bodmin, Comnwall, PL31 1THA

Shooting and Coaching

Coaching Sporting, Fitasc, Skeat and DTL
Eye dominance and gun fit checked on first

lesson with all clients.

ﬁ 07989 341136

.| becky@themckenzies.me.uk
u www.beckymckenzie.co.uk

Veow ‘U
Wholesale suppliers of m clays

All ranges and colours « Mixed pallets available « Delivery countnynwide

@ a Please contact Phill Smith o .
Yot Tel: 07976 302420 Email: clayline@outiook.com 4

CALL SALES
21 TO ADVERTISE ON
et M 01225 687199

Cash and Carry Cartridges

Owpr 1 Millien cartridges im stock all the teme
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GAMEBORE EVO

This is ideal for competition shots who don't want to break the HULL SPORTING 100
bank, or club shooters aiming for high performance practice Voted clay cartridge of the year 2019, the Sporting 100 is a tried
rounds. It's available in 21, 24 and 28 gram, so there's something and tested popular purchase amongst our competition shooters.

for everyone, whether enjoying a shoot with friends, training at the It is an ideal mid-range cartridge, good value for money with low
clay ground or competing. The 24 gram is a popular middle ground.  recoil but enough comph. Developed with the help of Ed Solomons,

Load: 24 gram, shot size 7.5, 8. 9, plastic or fibre this cartridge is smooth in the shoulder yet hard on your target.
Case Length: 65mm fibre, 70mm plastic, Load: 28 gram. 7.5, 8, plastic or fibre

Muzzle Velocity: 1 420 fps Case Length: /Omm

Price: Fibre - £70.00 for 250 (£62.50 for members) Muzzle Velocity: 1,400 fps

Plastic — £65.00 (£58.50 for members) Price: £70.00 for 250 (£65.00 for members)

e

HULL SUPERFAST HULL PRO ONE

Fast by name, fast by nature, with a muzzle velocity of 1,500 fps. Smooth but powerful, these cartridges offer a dense pattern and
These cartridges fly off the shelves at our shooting ground. You consistent performance over distance, with restrained recoil.

lose one gram of load for a superb saving on the cost. The 27 Another popular purchase amongst our customers, they are often
grams don't feel any less powerful, maintaining hard hitting power  seen on the competition circuit as they are quick and reliable with
and packing a slightly stronger recoil than other varieties. high grade shot and serious stopping power.

Load: 27 grams, 7.5, fibre or plastic Load: 28 gram (also available in 24 gram), 7. 7.5, 8, 9, plastic

Case Length: 70mm Case Length: 70mm

Muzzle Velocity: 1.500 fps Muzzle Velocity: 1.500 fps

Price: £65.00 for 250 (£59.50 for members) Price: £75.00 for 250 (£71.50 for members)

A3NIRS

ELEY SUPEREB ELEY SELECT

The Eley Superb’s clay breaking power over long distances is The Select are another of our favourites for practice rounds.
thanks to the evenly distributed patterns and 5% antimony extra Eley give the option of 21, 24 and 28 grams. covering a range of
hard shot. The 28 gram load comes in a fibre wad. Eley claim that it  reguirements for the everyday shot. These cartridges are good all-
is “the best all round cartridge we produce”. rounders that get the job done. consistent and understated.
Load: 28 grams (also in 24 gram), 7. 75, 8, 9, plastic or fibre Load: 28 gram, /5, 8, 9, plastic or fibre

Case Length: 70mm Case Length: 6/mm

Muzzle Velocity: 1.350 fps Muzzle Velocity: 1,275 fps

Price: Fibre - £75.00 for 250 (£70.00 for members) Price: Fibre - £60.00 for 250

Plastic - £73.50 for 250 (£63.50 for members) Plastic — £58.50 for 250
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Shotgun, rifle and air rifle repairs « Including gun fitting
Based in Great Yeldham, North Essex - Registered Firearms Dealers

Tel: 07712 305385 « yeldhamgunrepairs.co.uk

From £97 |
L Master Scorecards
Normally

o iliEPRINT

ntoCdekgraphics.couk | ROOM

L=
CLAY PEED M CONEE 0P Y

CPC (Clay Pigeon Company Limited)
Sherwood House, Normanton Lane
Bottesford, Nottinghomshire, NG13 OEN
Telephone: 01949 843777

Website: www.cloypigeoncompany.co.uk

Recoill Reduction Specialist

bightweight and Easy To Fit
All Polymer | ISIS Contoured Comb Raisers
Improved Gun Lifts Comb Height
Stability ! Maintaining Eye RibJAlignment

Deceteratl%i

SurefFit Design I

either left or rightge" ™S !

hand a5 ~ Patanted[Shocki&' Vibration
Pad Moulds to i Absorbing Polymer

\Peather Covered
Shooter’s Shoulder g it Green Bacoll Pade T E;s ":f:ﬁ“
Greater Surface  Sha & Right Handed Shooters 7
Contact Extremoly

Lam Lightweight
The very Iatﬂs’l in hi-tech s "
ISIS Recoil Reducer

Pad movesiap¥
. down,

UK & Europe’s best ;
lll“l'lﬂ recoll reducer '. Perfect ﬂt' r-", it gun mount.

CHECK OUT OUR VARIOUS RECOIL REDUCING FRODUCTS
BY VISITING OUR WEBSITE OR CALL FOR FULL DETAILS

IEEI_II_IEIIEE“ www.recoilsystems.com
L =] X @ “t
01763 837140 Javid@recoilsystema.co




BEDFORDSHIRE

Chicksands Clay Target Club
Shefford, CPSA Affiliated

Disciplines: ESF. OTL. 5TR

Open alternate Sundays and
Wednesdays over Summer. Confact
for competition details. Practice and
coaching available

Telephone: vwanw facebook coms
charlelister

Email: info@chicksandsclaytarge ook
Web: wwnw chicksandsclaytarget ook

Maulden Gun Club

Clophill Road. Maulden, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: E5F

Competition alternate Sundays. Practice
and coaching for meambers anly, Fibre
wad anily

Telephone: (7951 551051

Web: www. mauldengunciub.com

Shillington Clay Club
shillington, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: ESP

Shooting every ather Sunday
Telephone: (7500 940362
Email carol@hcduk.com

Sporting Targets Lid

Riseley, CPSA Premier Ground
Disciplines: DL, ESK.ESF FSE DR, 58,
STR, Fitasc

Open Sam-om weekdays and
saturdays, Bam-2pm Sundays. Regular
competitions. Practice all hours. Pre-
booked coaching

Telephone: 01234 7025593

Email: receplion®@sportingtargels. oo uk
Web: www sportingtargets.couk

Tythe Farm Gun Club
Disciplines: ESK. O5K

=ome OSK compelitions & praclice.
Coaching available by arrangement
Telephone: (17715 3290594

Email: phiipcolsan@hatmail ook

BERKSHIRE

Four Counties Clay Target Club
Mewbury, CFSA Registered

Disciplines: E5F F5R 5TR

Open first, third and fourth Sundays, See
web for competition details. Practics and
coaching available. Cash or cheque only
Telephone: 07909 564027

Email fourcountiescic@outiook.com
Web: www fourcountiesctc.couk

Hinds Head Shooting Club

Waltham 5t Lawrence (nr Maidenhead),
CPSA Affiliated

Disciplines: ESP

Open the third Sunday of every month,
except July and August. Practice
available

Telephone: (11522 626081

Email; andyi@hindsheadsc.couk

Web: v hindsheadss oo.uk

Royal Berkshire Shooting School
Pangbourne, CPSA Registerad
Disciplines: ESF F5F

Open summer 8.00am—5.30pm. winter
9.00am=dusk. Regular competition
Caddied practice and coaching available
Telephone: 01491 672900

Emuail: infofrtss.co.uk

Weab: wwrwrbss ook

ERISTOL

Avon Smooth Bore Club

Tog Hill, Bristol, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: ESP

Practice available - solo only, no
coaching. Open Sunday mormings,
competitions roughly every fortnight
Telephomne: 07753 6355934

Emall: dannyharfordB@btinterneb.com
Web: vorw, vonsmoothboregunciub,
oLk

Monument Sporting Gun Club
Chipping Sodbury, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: ESF

Cpen the first Sundays from 9.30am.
inter-club competitions as they occur,
=hooting available on a squadded basis
Telephone: 07787 570274

Email: cdanl9a, @hotmail. ook

Yate & District Gun Club
Lower Morton, Thornbury, CFSA
Affihated

Telephone: 01179 657152
Email: c.davyiloutiook.com

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

Drayton Parslow Sporting Clays
Drayton Parslow

Disciplines: ESF

Dpen alternate Sundays fromS.30am.,
last entry 12 noon. See web for fixtures,
Fractice and coaching available
Telephone: 07710448609

Email: bascooach@yahoo couk

Web: draytondays.couk

Dunstable & District Gun Club
otewkley. CFSA Registered
Disciplinas: ESP. DTL

Open the second and fourth Sundays.
see web for competition details. Practice
available. Fibre wads only. See web for
competition details

Telephomne: 07745 204141

Email: chrisrodgers2Si@btinternet.com
Web:

wisvw dunstableanddistnct@unclud.ong
E.J.Churchill

High Wycombe, CPSA Premier Plus
Ground

Disciplines: DTL, ESK. ESF OSK FER
CoF DR, 5B, 5TR

Dpen Monday-Saturday, 8.30am-

5. 30pm, Competitions Mondays, plus
eolaciod dates. Caddied prachice and
coaching available. Fibre wad only
Telephone: 01494 853227

Emall: receplicn@ejchurchill.com

Wah: werw egchurchill.oom

Homet Shooting Ground
Aylsbury, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: E5F FITASC
Telephone: 01454 253715

Email: kevinigo-clayshooting.co.uk
Web: werw hormetsg co.ukys

Kingswood Gun Club

Avlesbury, CPSA Affiliated

Disciplines: E5F

First and third Sundays at three different
grounds, sunday Sporting leagus on
the second Sunday. Practice available,
Structured practice on first Sundays
Telephone: 01296 770401

Emaill: jgoss19688eoogiemail.com
Wab: vwerw Kingswoodgunclub.coms

Mags Head Gun Club

Winslow, Milton Keynes, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: E5F

Open Sundays, although days some many
be ey matches - see Facebook for
details of competitions. Practice available
Telephone: 01296 712037

Email: nags_headi@hotmail co.uk

Web: m.me/MagsHeadGunClub

The Oxford Gun Co

Jerichao Farm, Ouwford Rd, Qakley CPSA
Affiliated

Disciplines: ESF DTL

Open 9am-5pm Mon-Fri. 9.30am-4pm
Saturday, closed Wed. Sun and Bank
Holiday. see web for competition details.
Practice and coachingavailable
Telephone: (1844 2325308

Email: v oxfordguncompany couuk,
contact.php

Web: wenw.coffordguncompany.oo.uk

Valley View Sporting Gun Club
Great Missenden

Disciplines: E5F Caompak, FITASC
Competitions on second Sundays.
Practice and coaching available, fibre
wad only

Telephome: 0/S0E56540

Email: wwow facebook.coms
valleynewciub

Web: valleyviewclub.oo.uk

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

Black Swan Shooting Ground
Thormey, Peterborough, CP3A Affiliated
Disciplines: E5F

Coen altemate Sundays, see webfor
competitions, Practcs and coachang
avalable

Telephone: 07757 287 757

Email:
=ales@blackswanshootingground.co.uk
Web:

wianw Bl ackeswanr shoot inggrournd oo, uk

Cambridge Gun Club Ltd
Caottenham, CPSA Premier ground

Disciplines: OTL, ESK_ESF ABT. AR,
FSP CSP, DR, 5B, SKD. 5TR

Dpen evary other Sunday. Competition
most weekends, see web for details.
Practice and coacheng available.
Telephone: 01353 645004

Email: karen@cambridgegunciub.co.uk
Web: wwew.cambridgegunclubco.uk

Fenlands Gun Glub

Doddington, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: DTL ESP

Open every second Sunday
Practice and coaching available
Telephone: 01945 475854
Emaill: geoff.fenlands@&@gmail.com
Wab: vroci lacebook oom
FerlandsGuniub/

High Harthay

Brampton, Huntingdon, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: £5F F&F

Dipen Fridays and alternate Saturdays
and Sundays. Prachce and coaching
available

Telephone: 07793 148726

Email: infohighharthay.co.uk

Yab: vwww highharthay.co.uk
Waresley & District Gun Club
Evmesbury, 5t Meols, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: F5F ESK

Oipen weekly, sither Saturday or Sunday
(see web for details)

Telephone: 07778 685132

Emaill: keith.armer@tesconet

Web: vwwowdge.info

CHESHIRE

Catton Hall Shooting Ground
Frodshiam, CPSA Registerad

Open Wednesdays 10.30am-4pm,
competition days or by appointrmant.
Competitions once per month
Disciplines: DTL, ESK, ESF. 05K
Telephone: 01525 TEEZSS

Emaill: info@cattonhall ook

Wab: veew cattonhall ook

Cloudside Shooting Club

Congleton

Disciplines: CSF, DTL, ABT. ESK, OTR
Open winter Wednesday 10am-6pm

and Saturday 10am=4pm surmmer
Wednesday-Thursday 11am-dpm and
5-Bpm, Friday 11am-3pm and 4-Gpm.,
Saturday 11am-3pm

Telephone: 01260 2263592

Email: info@cloudside.couk a

Update your
details!

Contact us at fieldsports@
futurenet.com with any
updates to your ground's
opening times or schedule
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Wab: waw.cloudside.couk

Holmes Chapel Shooting Ground
Holmes Chapel, Crewe, CPSA Registered
Disciplines: 0T, HD. 5B

Open Wednesday 10am-5pm,
Competition Every Sunday, largely DTL.
Practice and coaching available, noneed
to book practice

Telephone: 01477 518444

Email: info@hoimeschapelsg com
Wahb: wanw holmeschapelsg com

Mickley Hall

Broomhall, Mantwich, CPSA registersd
Disciplines: ESF FSF CEF 5TR.

Open Tuesday-Saturday. 100-bird ESP
competitions on last Sundays, 75 Fitasc
and 25 Compak on second Wednesdays,
plus other events as listed on the web
Practice and coaching available
Telephone: (7766 252438

Email: admin@muckleyvhall.com

Web: wwnw.mickleyhall.com

Owl's Hoot Target Club

Warrington, CF3A Registered
Disciplines: E5F

Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, 10am:-
Z2pm

Practice and coaching available
Telephone: (7960 232422

Email: leedurmey@live couk

Wab: verw.owlshoottargetclub.co.uk

CORNWALL

Lower Lake Shooting Ground

Lipton Cross, Liskeard, CPSA Registered
Disciplines: OTL, ESK. ESE ABT AR,
CSK, SKD STR

Open Wednesdays and some weekends.
Other days are available for tuition. See
web for competition details. Practice and
coaching available

Telephone: 01579 353301

Email: BillZshootingincormwalLeo.uk
Web: www shootingincormwall oo.uk

High View Clay Shoot

Boyton, Launceston, CF3A Registered
Disciplines: E5F FEF

Open from Sam every ofher Sunday.
Competition Every other Sunday.
Practice and coaching available. Mas
load is 28z, no cartridges available to
buy on site

Telephone: 01566 785433

Emall: clays@&highviewclayshooloo.uk
Wab: v highviewclayshoot.couk

Landare Farm Clay Shoot

Dulge, Liskeard, CPSA Registersd
Disciplines: ESK, ESP ABT, OS5k, F5R
SKD STR

Telephone: 07953 399414

Emall: devemitch? A4 0Ehotmail.com

Morth Cornwall Shooting Ground
Launceston, CPSA Registered
Disciplines: OTL, ABT. DR, 5B, UTR, 5TR
Open Thursday 12-545pm;, Saturday

9 30arm-Bpem. See Facebook for
competition detasls. Practice and
coaching available. Mon-licence holders
shoot under Supenvision

Telephone: 01409 211458

Email: northoornwallsg@ive co.uk
Web: v facebook comy
MNorth-Cormwall-Shooting-
Ground-146962575380745/

CUMERIA

Penrith District Gun Club

Bowscar, Penrith, CPSA Registerad
Disciplines: OTL, ESF AET. DR, 5B
Competitions every other Sunday
Telephone: 01657 261024

Email: penrithanddistrictgunclublSs4E

autlsak com

DERBYSHIRE

Darley Dale Clay Pigeon Club

Mear Brassington, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: E5F

Practice and informal coaching available,
Competition on second and fourth
Sundays

Telephone: 07959 172 270

Email: n.davison@niiworld.com

Web: ddcpsc.orguk

Doveridge Clay Sports Centre
Doveridge, Ashbourne, CPSA Premier
Plus ground

Disciplines: OTL, ESK, ESP AST AR,
OTR, Q5K OT, FSP C5P. SKD, STR
DOpen Wednesday-Sunday 10am-Spm.
Practice and coaching available. See web
for competition details

Telephone: (1555 565 985

Email: info@doveridgeclaysports.co.uk
Web: doveridgeclaysports.co.uk

Ockbrook Gun Club

Eggington. CP3A Affiliated

Disciplines: ESF

Mon member visits by appointment only,
Competitions every second and fourth
sundays. Fibre wads only

Telephone: (07909 920722

Email: ockbrockgunclub@virginmedia.
com

Wab: vwrw.ockbrookgunclub.co.uk

Old Glossop Clay Shooting Ground
Oid Glossop, CPSA Regrstered
Disciplines: E5F FSF

Clay shooting experience sessions
available 100-bird ESP competitions on
first and third Sundays

Telephone: 07508 353918

Email: contact@oldglossopclaysg.ocouk
Web: cldglossopclaysgoouk

Yeavely Estate
Yeaveley, Ashbourne, CPSA affiliated
Disciplines: ESF AET DTL

50-bird open competitions twice a month,

see web for details. Fibre wad ondy
Telephone: 01335 330247

Ermail: contactus@yeaveley-estate.co uk
Web: yeaveley-estate.co.ux

DEVOM

Ashcombe Adventure Centre

nr Canwlish

Disciplines: ESF. ESK, DR, Compak
Fractice and lessons available, with
Clayrnate system. Fibre wads only.
Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun 10am-
Iprn, Thursday evenings in Summer
Telephone: 01626 565766

Emall: info@ashcombeadventune.oo.uk
YWeb: v ashoombeadveniure ook’
clay-shooting-grounds

Ashley Clay Shoot

Tiverton, CPSA Registered
Disciplines: E5F 5TR

Competition fortmightly on Sundays.,
10am-1pm see Facebook for details
Telephone: 01224 243476

Email: ashlevolashoot@hobmail oo.uk
Web: www facebook comy
AzhleyClayShoot/

Axminster Gun Club

Axrninster, CPSA Registered
Disciplines: OTL, DR 5B

DTL competitions every first and third
saturdays

Telephone: 01404 E81588

Email: trenchardfi@acl com

Bradford Shooting Ground
Bradford, CPSA Registered

Disciplines: OTL, ESP ABT, F5F C5R,
SB.STR

Open for practice Tuesdays Zom-dusk,
February to October. Competition on
rmany Saturdays, see web for details
Telephone: 01402 281341

Email: bradfordetsp@anl.com

Web: weow clayshootingdevon.co.uks

Morth Devon Shooting Ground
Ifracormbe. CPSA Affiliated

Disciplines: E5F

Open Monday to Saturday 10am-dpm
Practice and coaching available, booking
ahnsainle

Telephone number: 01271 BB3959 or
phone Clive 07773 811440

Email: ndsg@hotrmal co.uk

Wek: northdevonshootingground co.uk

Sid Vale Gun Club

Sidoury, CPSA Affiliated

Disciplines: ESK, Compak, DTL, ABT,
ESP

Open fortnightly, March-September,
2pm-Bpm

Telephone: 01395 579655

Email: tony parsonsSd@btinternet com

South West Shooting School
[Hracormie, CPSA Pramier ground
Disciplines: E5P

Practice and coaching available 365
days a year, telephone for details of
compelbition

Telephone: 01271 864784

Email: info@southwestshooting co.uk
Web: wew southwestshaoting co.uk/
Tavistock Clay Pigeon Club
Tavistock, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: E5P

Open alternate Sundays 10-1, Fibre wad
anly, max load 288

Telephone: 01522 855 511

Email: infoitavistockshooting co.uk
Webe: www facebook com/pes
TavistockClayPigeonClub

DORSET

Chirstehurch Gun Club

Christchurch, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: D71

Practice and coaching available twice per
week. contact the club for details, Fibre
wad oy

Telephone: 01202 855 540

Email: philharrisd&@ive com

Weh: weow christchurchgunclub.oom

Purbeck Shooting School

Wareharn, CP5A Registered
Disciplines: E5F Friasc

Open Tuesday-Saturday 10am~6pm.
Practice and ooaching available, Fitasc
competitions on second Wednesdays,
50-bird ESP on last Saturdays
Telephone: 01929 405101

Wehe www purbeckshootingschool com

DURHAM

Hardwick Park House Gun Club
Trirmidan, CPSA Affikated

Disciplines: ESF OTL

Practice and coaching available
Sundays 10am, Wednesdays 6=7.30pm.
Competition for members only
Telephone: 0191 586 3114

[Email: humphriese@biopenwarld com
Web: v hardwickclays.co.uks

Oak Lodge Shooting Ground
Hartlepoal, CPSA Registerad
Disciplines: OTL, ESP. FSE STR
Practice and coaching available, Open
Wednesday 6-8.30pm, Saturday 10am-
3pm (bookings only). Sunday 10-3, See
web for competition details

Telephone: 07756 B6869]

Email:
infoifoaklodgeshoatingground.oo.uk
Weh:

wwaw oaklodgeshoatingground co.uky

Spennymoor & District Clay Pigeon
Club

Bishop Middleham, Ferrvham. CP5A
Registerad

Disciplines: OTL, ESK, ESE ABT AR,
DR, 5B

Open Wednesdays 6:30-8:45pm
Sundays 09:30am-12;00. Practice and
coaching available. Competition on
sundays. seeweb

Telephone: 0191 377 2412

Email: clare jones] S75@Ebinternet com
Web: spenmyepe.cormufistures”

Locomotion One Clay Target Club
Darlington, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: E5F

Practice and coaching available Every
other week on a Sunday, 10am-12.30
Telephone: 07760 283151

Email: theteesvalleyjaz zmenihotmail,
Souk

Weh: www loco-oneclaytargetshooting.
oo

Times Inn Gun Club

weaham, CPSA Affikated

Disciplines: E5P

Open Sunday marmings 9.15-12. No entry
to ground after 9.15

Telephone: 0191 58] 9420
Email: stuart yorkidvirginnet

Web: thetimesinngunclub.co.uk

ESSEX

Bush Spring Shooting Club

Boxted, CPSA Affiliated

Disciplinas: 0T, ESK ESP

Practice available Saturdays 10-1. 100-
bird shoot first Saturdays. Fibre wad only
Telephone: 017949 524 B85

Email: webmaster@bushspring .com
Web: v bushspring. uké nets

Clacton Gun Club

Clacton, CPSA Registerad

Disciplines: OTL, ESK. ESF ABT, AR, 0T,
FSP HEL. SKD. STR

Telephone: 07576 828303

Emall: gramcave@outicok.com

Fenlands Gun Club

Bulphan

Telephone: 01375 851985

Emall: fenlands.go@gmail.com
Fennes Shooting School
Bocking, Braintree. CFSA Affiliated
Disciplines: OTL, ESK, ESF

Open Monday—Friday, Sam-gpm,
Saturday Sam-lpm. Practice and
coaching available. Contact ground for
competition detais

Telephone: 01376 324559

Emall: infodfennesclays.couk
Web: fennesclays.couk

Hepworth Hall Shooting Ground
Halstead, CFSA Registered
Disciplines: E5F F5F

Telephone: 01242 210121

Email: johndysond D& googlemail com

Mayland Gun Club

Latchimgdon, Chelmsford, CP3A
Registerad

Disciplines: OTL, DR SE

Practice available, comnpetition at heast
two Sundays per month, see web for
cetanls

Telephone: 07572 578348

Email:
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maylandgunclubessex@gmail.com

Orion Gun Club

Brentwood, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: E5K, 0T ESP

Dpen every Sunday, 10am-1pm. Fractica
and coaching available = informal anlby
Telephone: 01265 776542

Email: stuart@gunclubanio

Web: sunclub.uk

Southend Gun Club

Rochford, CPSA Registered
Disciplines: DTL, ESK, ESE ABT, OSK,
FSP. 5TR

Open second and fourth Sundanys
Practice available, Have a Go coaching by
appontment. See welb for competition
detals

Telephone: 0777 1B0179G

Email: barmydobbslEsky.com

Web: www. southendgunciub.co.uk

Thurrack Clay Pigeon Club
Hoerndon-on-the-Hill, CPSA Affilated
Disciplines: £S5k

Practice on alternate Sundays. call first
Telephone: 01263 533658

Emall: rebel ub@hotmail.com

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

Corinium Clay Pigeon Shooting Club
Carencester, LPSA Affiliated

Every other Sunday, book in at 10arm
Disciplines: ESkK

Telephone: 1453 BE4268

Email: admiri@elabwalker, ot

Wab: wanw copsc.oouky

Gloucester Clay Shooting Club
Morton, near Gloucester, CP3A
Regretersd

Disciplines: ESK. D5k, 5KD

Practice Wednesdays from 4pm and
select Sundays. Group tuition arranged
saparately. Phone for competition details
Telephone: 07527 812790

Emall: pauitudgetyahoo.com

Web: www. gloucesterclayshooting.com

lan Coley Shooting School
Andoversiord, CPSA Premier Plus ground
Dpen Monday-Saturday Sarm-Spm
Coaching available. Linsupervised
prachice for certificate halders anby
Caddying available for non-hoence
holders. Regular competibions, see web
for details

Disciplines: ESF DTL

Telephone: 01242 270391

Emall: info@sancoley.couk

Web: vwerw iancoley.couk

Longridge Shooting Ground

Ledbury, CPSA Registered

Disciplines: E5F F5

Telephone: 07971 447138

Email: stephen_nutbeamEhotmail.com
Wab: vwerw longridgeciayshooling co.uk

Westfield Shooting Ground
Bourton on the Water, CPSA Premier
ground

Disciplines: E5F F55 C5F
Competition Every other Sunday
Telephomne: 07571 475516

Email:

ot haclay shoolingcormpany.omT

HAMPSHIRE

Camberley Clay Club

Hartley Wintney, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: ESF DTL

Fortmghitly Sunday shoots. Mambers
anly = cantact secretary 1o attend
Telephone: 01625 782957

Email: vosrw camber leyclayclub.com

Fareham Clay Target Club

Fareham, CPSA Registered

Disciplines: DTL. ESK. ESF ABT, AR, DR.
SB. 5TR

Competition fortnightly on Sundays.
Practice and have a go stand available
Telephone: 01325 315185

Emall: d_s_roweiivahoooo.uk

Web: www.farehamctc.org. ul?

Lains Shooting School

Where
to shoot

e operate tad shooting grounds in
Hampshire, Chalky Hill at Medstead
and Three Counties near Basingstoke
Wi shoot alternate Sundays al each
ground, please be sure to check that
you b ihe correch venua for the day,

A 50 bird round costs L1500,
second round L1200, Payment is by
et Or CASH Al the shood

We affer lessons for complate
AEniCEs 3% wiill 35 Tor Expr i rced guns
wha want to wark on a particular target
or their overall techmigues

= Fiey e oo
LT T ST LHATH

Telephone: 07905 TEE2T2
Email: adrmin@chalkyhill coask

Thruxton, CPSA Registerad
Disciplines: E5F

Open Summer: Monday-Friday Sami-
2pm, Saturday Sam-1pm.

Winter: Manday-Friday Sarme—3pm,
Saturday Sarm—2pm, Solo prachoe and
coaching availabla

Telephone: 01264 S89457

Email: hovard@ainsshootingschool
Co, Uk

Web: v Lainsshootingschool couuk

Owls Lodge Shooting School
Barton Stacey. CFSA Premier

Plus grownd

Practice days Tuesday and Thursday
10am - &pm

Disciplines: DTL. ESK, ESP AR OTE,
Q5K. DT, FSFE DR, SB. UTR. 5TR
Fractice and coaching available
Regular competitions, see web for
detaiks. Mo card payments
Telephone: 07734 200280

Emall: Richard faulds&@blinternet.com
Web:

ITFIRE

1100]1

'ﬁ{| tiere Shoot 5 one o the only
purposa-lndscaped shoots n the
South of England. Set in the beaut iful
Hampahirg countryssde il can
aocommadate all levels of Bgun froem
e 1w 5t Lirmer 10 [he edpenensed shod
Lazel Ly T pre-Sea 500 pracice The
shoot NE Brouno offers a wide choice of
stands and can simulate all the popular
variaties of game and compatition
shootng, We also ofter group shoots
and Corporate '|-:|_.-'.-

Whether you are sntenested in jusl
giving clay :nhu_ on shooling a go or
anz an expenancgd gun plexse domot
mesitate (o gel imtouch — we aller a
range af shoots, pr. .:I-\.|.I='.‘.': nstruciion,
Eroups and corporate entertainment

Telephone: 01264 510 312
Ermall: infoispthireshool ok

Wi owiSioages NoalinESChoo| Co. LK

The Spitfire Shoot

stockbnidge, CFSA Affihated
Disciplimes: £5F

Open Wednesday-Saturday 9am-

4 30prm. Practice and solo coaching
available

Telephone: 01264 810312

Email: info@spitfireshoat .co.uk
Wab: spitfireshoot couuk

HEREFORD & WORCESTER
Hereford & Worcester Shooting
Ground

Redditch, CPSA Affilated
Wednesday 10am-1245pm (plus

April 2020 |

8l



5. 30-730pm in summer), Saturday
10am-12 45 and every other Sunday,
10am-12.20pm. Coaching available.
Competition as per Schedule
Disciplines: ESF ESK, CSF DTL
Telephone: 01527 65406

Ernail: infoiZinwsg co.uk

Web: v wsg co.uk

Kidderminster Gun Club

Bewdley, CPSA Affinated

Disciplines: OTL, ESK,ESP ABT

Open Wednesdays 6-9pm. Contact club
for competition datails

Telephaone: 01562 632405

Email: admeni@kgc. mis uk

Web: wanw kg me.uk

Park Farm Shooting Ground
Ombersley. Droitwich, CPSA Registered
Disciplines: DTL, ESK.ESF ABT, AR,
OGSk, FSF, GSF, SB. SKD

Open Winter: Sundays 10am-3pm,
Thursdays 12-5pm Summer: Thursdays
3prm = Spm. Practice for licerce holdars
anty. Coaching available

Telephone: 01905 620237

Email: philpsanders@farmming co.uk
Wab: www.parkfarmshoot.couk

HERTFORDSHIRE

Al Shooting Ground

Barnet Bypass. CPSA Registered
Disciplines: OTL, ESP. ABT. OTR. DT, HEL
Open Wednesday-Saturday 10-4
{wnter) o 10-6 (summer). Sundays 10-1,
Practice for icence holders and coaching
available, See web for competition details
Telephone: (208 4419986

Email: claudo@alsg co.uk

Web: vwvwalsz ook

Atkin Grant & Lang

St Albans, CPSA Premier ground
Disciplines: ESF FSP

Open Tuesday-Saturday Sam—5pm,
sunday 10am—130pm Solo practice and
coaching available. Begular competitions
= seeweb for detals

Telephone: (1582 240352

Emall; charlieiagl-uk.com

Web: v agl-uk Com

Essex & Herts Shooting School
Bishops Stortford

Disciplines: ESF

Coaching for nowvices and intermediate
Telephone: 07550 507585

Emall: infolclayshoolinglessons.co.uk
Web: varwr Clanshoolinglessons, co,uk

Lea Valley Shooting Association
Hertfard, CFSA Regsterad
Disciplines: ESF ABT FEF. C5FP 5TH
Practice available, competition first and
third Sundays. See web for details
Telephone: 01992 552011

Email: alex mutchel@hsa ong.uk

Web: www lvsa.org.uk/home himl

Codicote Bottom Clay Target Club
Hitchin CFSA Affiliated

Disciplimes: ESF OTL, ABT

Practice available alternate Sundays
Telephone: 07765 714774

Email: alai@atculiey oo uk

Web: v codicotebotiomelccouk

Moreton Massey Gun Club

Hurssdon, CESA Affiliated

Disciplines: OTL, ESK ESP ABT

Dpen Sundays 9.30am — 1pm. Practice
and group coaching available
Telephone: 07555 403202

Email: brewertQ1&btinternat.com
Web: vwww facebook.coms/Moreton-
Massey-Gun-Club-100944692521 0888/

Muthampstead Shooting Ground
Royston, GPSA Premier ground
Disciplines: DTL, ESK. ESF ABT, OTR,
CSK. DT HEL,UTR

Practice and coaching available. Call for
detals of competition

Telephone: 01753 248172

Email: nicky@clayvshoot. biz

Web:
nuthampsteadshootingground.co.uk

Park Street and District Gun Club

=t Albans

Disciplines: ESK. DTL ESP
Mon-members must call first, Every other
sunday. disciplines rotate

Telephone: (1923 677254

Ermail: infoi®psdac couk

Web: psdgc.couk

KEMT

Dartford Clay Shooting Club
Dartford, CPSA Premier Plus ground
Disciplines: OTL, ESK, ESF ABT, AR,
OTR. OSK. FSP. CSP. DR. SB.UTR, SKD.
STR

Cpen Summeer; Wad 10am-dpm
Thursday 10am-Bpm, Friday-Sunday
10am-Sprm. Winter: Thursday-Sunday
10arm-dpm Solo practice and coachng
available. ESK competitions every
sunday. MSSh every fortright. Regular
DTL.

Telephone: 01322 311001

Email: kellyhockeyBEicloud.com

Web:

www dartfordclayshootingclub.com

Dover Clay Pigeon Club

Whitfield, Dover, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: ESP

Cormpetibon Sundays 8.30am (last entry
Sam)

Telephane: 01303 894644

Email: | bridges@btopenworkd com
Web:

COVERCIaY DI BEonCIUD WO O press.00m

Greenfields Shooting Grounds
Sturry, CPSA RBegistered

Disciplines: E5F

Open Tuesday-Saturday 5.30am-
3.30pm (2,30 winter) Sunday 9.30am

= 12pm. Sola practice and coaching
avalable, Competition every Sunday
Telephone: 01227 713222

Email: sales@greenfieldsshooting co.uk
Web: wenw greenfieldsshooting co.uk

Invicta ZZ

Tonbridge, CPSA Registered
Disciplines: HEL

Practice and coaching available. See web
for shoot and have a go dates
Telephone: 01292 522 2028
Emaill: des@gun.co.uk

Web: invictahelice.co,uk

JBD Sporting

Cankerbury, CPSA Registered
Disciplines: FSFE ESE STP

Open vanious Saturdays, Sundays

Wednesdays, Fridays — see web for
details of competitions and pre-booking
(required). Coaching available
Telephone: 07345 590573

Emall: jamesbradieydayzé&hotmail.oo.uk
Web: v jbdsporting co.uk

JJs Clay Shooting Club

Bean. Dartford, CPSA Affiliated

Dpen Wednesday, Frday and Saturday
10.30am-3.15 (2 45 winter) for praciice.
Coaching available. Sunday compelitions
10am-2pm

Disciplines: ESF

Telephone: 01634 317769

Emalil: markijjscsc.couk

Web: jjscscoouk

Martin Gorse Wood

Dover, CPSA Affiliated

Disciplines: ESF

Dpen alternate Sundays, Sam = 2pm
(last entry 12300, Supervised have a go
prachice available for novices
Telephone: 01233 713 341
Email: ¢ read@hotmail co.uk

Wab: martingorse couk

Redricks Sporting Clays
Sawbridgeworth CM21 0RL. CPSA
Regstensd

Disciplines: ESF. FSP. 5TR. Compak
Telephone: 07236 676654

Emall: philipmossda3&Ehatmal.couuk

West Kent Shooting School

Paddock Wood, CPSA Premier Flus
ground

Disciplines: ESK ESP

Open Monday=Friday 10am-5pm (3pm
Winter) Solo practice and coaching
available. See web for competition details
Telephone: 01292 234 306

Email: info@westkenishooling co.uk
Web: westkentshooting co.uk

Willow Farm Shooting Ground
Tenterden, CFSA Affiliated
Disciplines: OTL, ESF AET, AR

Open Tuesday-Friday Sam-5pm (dpm
winter). Saturday Sam-4pm (3pm
winter), Sunday 10am=2pm, Practice
and coachang available competibon

TI'.'_F'*T_'T'_ -
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West Kent Shooting School
Thits ground, sel in the baautiful
tramquillity of rural Kent. it's partaly
wiaoded, and carefully laid out to
prowide a totally natural setting for
extensne clay shoobing for both novice
and expert

Gp{'n lor general practice in
English Spartrg and Sheat, plus thea
use of a 10O tower, West Kent also
provides essons for all abdies and
hialds reguilar Young Shots and Ladies
anly events, 11's anideal sethng for
corporate entertainrment, and although
it may not be a well-known ground,
pasitive leadback shows why il enjoys
somuch repeat business. A place o
learn, praciise, inprove and engoy a
day aul with Irends, colleagueas ar
chenls

Oipeny MNonday to Friday - 10am
to Spm,

Address: West Kent Shooting School,
Od Hay, Padidock Wood, Hemt TH12
DG

Telephone: 01592 534306

Wake worwowsthentshodting couk

Sundays are competiticon only.
Telephone: 01233 758703

Email: trevorfrithi@hatmail.co.uk
Wab: vrwowillowfarmshootingground
oLk

LANCASHIRE

Manchester Clay Shooting Club
Eccles. CPSA Registered

Disciplines: E5F FEF

Open Wednesdays 12pm-8pm and
Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays 1 2pm-
dpm. Solo practice for licence holders
only. Coaching available. Contact ground
for details of competitions and events
Telephone: 07761 409427

Emall: infofmanchesterclayshooting.
Q0

Web: manchesterclayshooting.com

Rixton & Astley Shooting Club
Astley, CPSA Affiliated

Disciplines: £ 5©

Open for competition alternate Sundays
frorm 10am. Last entry 1pm

Telephone: (7755 995526

Email: johriZastieyaunciuboo.uk

Web:

wesnw Fixtonandastieshootingeliubco.uk

Running Hill Clay Pigeon Club
Lippermill, CESA Affiliated

Disciplines: 5P

Competition alternabe Sundays, booking
in 10am-12pm. Movices can have a go
UMer SUpEniSion

Telephone: 01457 232501

Email: paudmd@rhcpo.couuk

Web: rihcpc.co.uk

South Pennine Shooting School
Todmorden, CPSA Affikated
Disciplines: E5F

Coaching available, Advance booking
only Contact ground for competition
details

Telephone: 07983 611272

Emaill: infoi®pennineshooting.co.uk
Web: pennineshooting.couuk

LEICESTERSHIRE
Grange Farm Sporting Clays

Desford, CPSA Registered
Disciplines: DTL. ESK. ESF ABRT, AR,
OSK. FSP, C5P.STR

100-bard ESF on second and fourth
Sundays

Telephomne: 01455 822208

Web: wwrw grangefarmsportingclays.
CO.UK

Hoton Clay Pigeon Club
Whyrneswolkd, CPSA Affilated

Disciplines: E5F

Open alternate Sundays 10am -
12.30pm

Telephone: 07795 032506
Emall: maxdirs@googlemail.com
Web: vwrw hoton-clay-club.co.uk

Kegworth Clay Shoot

Kegworth, CF3A Registered
Disciplines: ESF F5F 5TH
Competition Saturdays and Sundays.
see web for detadls. Practice available
following competition stands
Telephone: 07973 11650

Email: johnEkegworth.couk

Weab: kegworthclayshoot couk
Kibwarth Shooting Ground
Leicestershire, CFSA Registered
Disciplines: OTL. ESK. ESF AR FEF
Dpen Tuesday-Saturday 10am-5pm,
sunday 10am-3pm. Solo practice and
coaching available

Telephone: 0116 279 6001

Email: clubhouse@
kibworthshootingground.co.uk

Web:

wwnw kibworthshootingground.co.uk

MNormanton Shooting Ground
Thurlaston, CPSA Registered
Disciplines: DTL, ESF ABT, OSK_ DT,
DR, HD, SB

Open Tuesday-Thursday 10.30am—dusk
{7pm in summeen ), Friday 10.30-dusk
(Bpm in summer) Alternate Saturdays
10am—6pm Solo ESF practice and
coaching available. Contact ground for
competition details

Telephone: 01455 58353

Email: mamarlow@btinternat.com
Wab: wvow normmantonshootingground.
CO.UK

Quorn Gun Club
Barrow-upon-Soar, CFSA Affiliated
Disciplines: E5F

Practice available alternate Sundays,
10am— 1230 (last entry 11.15). Annual
competitions.

Telephone: 07250 176620

Emall: adzfearn@gmail.com

Web: wwow.quorngunclub.co.uk

LINCOLNSHIRE

Crowland Gun Club

Crowland, CPSA Affiliated

Disciplines: ESH, DTL ESP
Competition alternate Sundays. entries
11-3

Telephone: 01733 222031

Emaill: leo fragale@gmail com

Web: crowlandgunclub.oouuk

East of England Shooting Ground
Holbeach, CPSA Premier ground
Disciplines: OTL. ESK. ESF ABT, AR,
OSK. DT, CSP. SKD. STR

=00 practice and coaching available
Thursday-Sunday 10am-4.20pm
Telephone: 01406 540362

Email: office@eesg co.uk

Web:
wiwwaasiofenglandshootingground.
COUK

Grimsthorpe Shooting Ground

Bourne, CP3A Registered

Disciplines: ESF FSE 5TR

Solo practice and coaching available
Wed-Sun, 9.30am-5pm. Competition at
weekends - telephone for details
Telephone: 01772501128

Email:
info@grimsthorpeshootingground co.uk
Web:

www grimsthorpeshootingground .co.uk

Pinewood Shooting Ground

nr Laughton, Gainsborough

Disciplines: E5F ESK

Practice, corporate and have-a-go.
Disabled friendly

Open Wed-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-5pm
Telephone: 01427 528900

Email: enquiries@pinewoodsg couk
Wab: verw pinewoodsg co.uk

The Priory Clay Target Centre
Sutton Bridge, CPSA Registerad

Disciplines: DTL ABT ESK OSK, ESP
Practice and coaching available
Wednesday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday
and Bank Holidays 10am-dpm. DTL &
double rise competitions every Saturday,
ESK every Sunday

Telephone: 01406 351451

Email: maildtheprnorycte.couk

Wabk thepriorycte.co.uk thaground hitmi

Welland Valley Gun Club

Helpston, CPSA Affiliated

Disciplines: E5F

Coaching available alternate Sundays
Telephone: 01780 757173

Email: edwardwsmith@talkialk net
Wab: wellandvalleyvgunclubweebly com

LONDOMN

AC Sporting Targets

Disciplines: ESK, OSK, FSPABT. CSPR
STR

Mortholt

Practice and coaching available
Wednesday, Friday and Saturday
10am—5Spm

Telephone: 07723515 718

Email: sportinglargets@hotmail.co.uk
Wab: wenw. acsportinglangets.com

Holland & Holland

Ruiglip, CPSA Premier Plus ground
Disciplines: 5P

Caddied practice and coaching available
Monday—Saturday 8.30am-5.30pm
Telephone: 01023 825340

Email: shooting grounds @
hollandandhollard. com

Weab: wra hollandandholland. comy
shooting-grounds

West London Shooting School
Mortholt, CPSA Status Premier Plus
Disciplines: E5F

Open weekdays Bam-6pm, Saturdays
Sam—4.30pm Caddied practice and
coaching avalabie

Telephone: 020 88451377

Email: info@shootingschool.co.uk
Wab: werw. shootingschoal.co.uk

MHORFOLK

Chalk Farm Clay Ground

King's Lynn, CP3A Registered
Disciplines: ESK.ESP FSR SKD, 5TR
Sola practice and coaching avalable
Tuesday 2pm-Spm, Sunday 10am-3pm.
=ee web for competition details
Telephone: 01750 335760

Email: info@Echalkdarmclayground com
Wakbc wwaw chalkiarmclayground.com

Mid Morfolk Shooting Ground
Morench, CPSA Registered

Where
to shoot

Disciplines: DTL, ESK, ESP ABT, AR,
OTR, OSK, FSP. DR, SB, SKD

Solo practice and coaching available
Tuesdays and Fridays 10am—dpm,
Wednesdays and Thursdays 10.30am—-
lprn and Bpm = 7.30pm, and alternate
Saturdays 10am—2pm. Seeweb far
competition events.

Telephone: 01603 860436

Email: steve@noriokshooling co.uk
Web: www norfolkshooting couk

HORTHAMPTONSHIRE

Northampton Shooting Ground
Kettering Road, nr Holcot, Morthamplon,
CPSA Premier ground

Disciplines: DTL, ESK, ESP ABT, AR,
OS5SK. DR, 58, SKD.STR

Open Thursday 3pm=-Dusk, Saturdays
and Sundays fram 10am. Practice and
coaching availabie, Competition Every
day of opening; ee web for disciplines on
particular days

Telephone: 01604 642252

Emiail:
info@northamptonshootingeround co.uk
Web:

wisnw northamplonshootingground co.uk

Yardley Gobion Clay Pigeon Shooting
Club

Miltan Keymes | CPSA Affikated
Telephone: 07840 803458
Email: richardflowerQ0@Eermail.oom

HORTHUMBERLAMD

Bywell Shooting Ground

Felton, CPSA Premier Pius ground
Disciplines: DTL, ESK, ESP ABT, AR,
FSP. DR, 5B. SKD, 5TR

Open practice and coaching available
Wednesday 12, 30pm=5prm;, Saturday
10am=5prm. Fixtures onby on Sundays
see web for details

Telephone: 01670 787827

Email: info@bywellshootingground co.uk
Wab: bywellshootingground.co.uk

Steve Smith Shooting Ground
Dannirgton, CPSA Premier ground
Disciplines: DTL, ESK, ESP ABT AR,
CTR. DT

Solo practice and coaching available
Tuesday, Wednesday (open until 7.30pm
May-Aug), Friday, Saturday, 10am - 4.30,
Sunday 10am = 3.30

Telephone: 01661 822444

Email: shoot@stevesmiths couk

Weab: weow stevesmiths. oo, uk

HOTTINGHAMSHIRE

Borders Wood

Dwihorpe, CPSA Affiliated

Disciplines: E5F

Open alternate Sundays from 10am;, last
entry 1pm

Telephone: 015949 S1580

Email: phibirewlistdstarm com

Web: werw borderswood .couk

Cockett Farm Shooting Ground
Mewark, CPSA Afliliated

Disciplines: ESP ESK. DTL, ABT, STR.
FSP

Open Monday=Wednesday, 10am=5pm.
Friday-Saturday 10am=-5pm. Sundays
and Bank Holidays. 10am-3pm. Solo
practice and coaching available
Telephone: 01623 882744

Email: info@cockettfarm.com

Wabe worw cockettfanmucom

Mottingham and District Gun Club &
Mottingham Sporting Clays

Dacton, CPSA Premier ground
Disciplines: DTL, ESK, ESF ABT. AR,
05K, DR, HD, 5B, KD
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Open Wednesday-Thursday. 10am—dusk.
Saturday 10am-5pm, Sunday Sam-
dpm., Practice and coaching available
see web for competition details
Telephone: (11623 883798

Webs: wnw nottsgunciub.co.uk

Orston Shooting Ground

Orston. CFSA Fremier ground
Disciplines: OTL, ESK. ESFE ABT, AR,
OSK, DT, FSF. CSP. HD. SB. SKD, STR
=olo practice and coaching available
Wednesday=Sunday Sam=5pm.
Cormpetiban Sundays, telephone for
detals

Telephaone: 01942 851181

Emall: emily@@orston.com

Web: www.orston.com

OXFORDSHIRE

Brize Norton Gun Club

Mirnster Lovell, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: E5F

Practice available Sundays 10am-lpm
(February-December), Wednesdays
&-B 30pm (mid April-mid Sept)
Telephone: (11593 B685ES

Email: secretary@®bngc.ong. uk

Web: wenw bngc.org.uk

Greenfield Entertainment
Kidlington, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: 5P

Open shoots on some Sundays and
Bark Holiday Mondays (10, 30am=2prm ).
Coaching available. Licence and gun
needed to shaot nsupervised
Telephone: (1250 354049

Email:
sallyBgreenficldentertainment.co.uk
Wele: greenfieldentertainment co.uk

Oxfordshire Shooting School
Chipping Norton, CPSA Registered
Disciplines: E5F FSF CEF 5TR

=olo practice and coaching available
Tuesday=Saturday 9am=5pm. 50 bird
ESF competitions on the fourth Sunday
of thie monkh, open from Sam
Telephone: (7276 033665

Email:
niod@thacdondshireshootingschool.
o, uk

Web:

www theoxfordshireshootingschool

co Uk

SHROPSHIRE

‘West Midlands Shooting Ground
Hodnet, CP3A Premier Plus ground
Disciplines: ESK. ESP ABT, FSP 5TR
Practice available Tuesdays for certificate
holders, open by appaintment on
Monday-Saturday Sam=-5pm. Coaching
available. Qocasional competitions: see
web for details

Telephone: 01550 200644

Emall: debEwmsg oo.uk

Web: wwwowmsg.co,uk

SOMERSET

Blagdon Valley Gun Club

Blagdon, CPSA Affiliated

Disciplines: E5F

Open every other Sunday, Last entries
10.15

Telephone: (7202 703779

Email: impratt@®acl.com

Web: bvpc org uks

Braces Shooting School

Maies Knoll Farm, MNorton Malreward,
CPSA Affiliated

Disciplines: E5F

Practice and coaching available, group
classes for those withowt licences,
Open Thursday afternoons and Sunday
IOrNINgS

Telephone: 01173 0050955
Emall: info@bracesofbristal.com
Web: shooting. bracesofbristol com

Brook Bank

Cheddar, CPSA Registered
Disciplines: DTL, ESK, ESPE ABRT, OTR,
OSK

Dpen Thursday-Saturday 1lam-4pm.
sundays from 10.30. Solo practice and
coaching avadable, Competition on
Sundays, see calendar for discipline rota
Telephone: 01749 871055

Email: info@brookbankshooting. co.uk
Wab: www brookbankshooting co.uk

Coombe Farm Sporting
Crewkerne, CPSA Registered
Disciplines: E5K ESF FSP

Telephone: 01460 275555
Email: yr&cisporting co.uk

Meadowcroft Shoot

Marksbury, Bath, CP3A Affiliated
Disciplines: Filasc

Competitions on third Sundays
Telephone: 07202 467384

Email: info@meadowcraftshoot.com
Weab: vwerw. meadowerofishoot.coms

Podimore Shooting School
Podimore, CP3A Registered
Disciplines: ESF, FER 5TR

Solo practice and coaching available
Wednesdays 10arm-4pm. 100-bird ESP
on the first Sunday of each month, 50-
bird ESP re-entry on the third Sunday
Telephone: 07888 607401

Emall: donbrunt&@hotmail.com

Web: wwrw. podimore-shooting-school
Couk

Weston Lodge Shooting Ground
Portishead, Somerset, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: E5F

Open Tuesday-Saturday. 10am-4:30pm.
Caddied practice and coaching available
Telephone: 01275 842225

Email:
info@westonlodgeshootingground co.uk
Wab: westonlodgeshootingeround co.uk

STAFFORDSHIRE

Garlands Shooting Ground
Tamwaorth, CPSA Registered
Disciplines: DTL. ESK, ESP.OTR,DT.
FSP

Dper Monday = Friday Sam = 4pm,

by appointrment only. Open shoots:
Thursday 5-Spm, Saturday 10am-4pm
Telephone: 01527 353300

Emall: stevetheclayshootingocompany.
LM

Webs vowrw garlandsshootingground,
COUUK

Kingsley Moor Shooting Ground
Stoke on Trent, CPSA Registered
Disciplines: £E5F

Telephone: 01782 550371

Emall: carolinea@broadoakproperties.
com

Wab: vrw kingsleymoorsg com.’

Leek & District Gun Club

Leek, CPSA Affiliated

Disciplines: E5F

Competition First Sunday of every
manth, 70 ESP starting 10arm. Last
ertries 11.30am

Telephone: 01538 371516

Emall: fiona_daniets@hobmal.couuk
Web: leckgunciub.coms

Ranton Clay Target Club
Ranton, CPSA Registerad
Disciplines: DTL_ABT, DR 5B
Open Sunday 10am-12pm

Telephone: 01755 223621
Email: kEDandrew@googlemail.com

Shenstone Gun Club

Lichfield, CPSA Affliated

Disciplines: E=F

Shoats on alternate Sunday marmings
2.15am=12_30pm. 60-bird sporting and
pool shioot every open day
Telephone: 07502 793087

Email: johnE@twhgroup.com

Web: wenw facebook.comy
pages/Sherstone-Gun-
Club/100775996663537

Tamworth Shooting Ground
Tarmworth, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: E5F
Competition Every Sunday
Telephone: 01527 260751
Email:

tarmworthshootingground@hotmail.
01, LK

Web: en-ghfacebook comyTammwarth-
sheoting-Ground-435529923231158/

Wergs Gun Club

Wolverhampton, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: ESP

Competition alternate Sundays 9.30am,
last entry 11am. Practice available.
Telephone: 07245 686424

Email: stuart Sukfirearms.com

Web: wergsgunclub.co.uks

SUFFOLK

Badwell Azh Clay Pigeon Shooting
Club

Bury St Edmunds, CPSA Affilkated
Disciplines: ESK

Open March-October, alternate
Saturdays 2pm. Last entry dpm. Practice
availabla

Telephone: 013259 258547

Emall: badwell clays@tiscalico.uk

Barrow Sporting Clays

Risby, CPSA Registerad

Disciplines: ESF FSF 5TR. C5P
Competition first and third Sundays
(check Facebook for details) Clubhouse
open from 8. 30am

Telephone: 07912 497000

Emall: thorroldsitd@gmail.com

Webe werer facebook.comys’
BarrowSporting Targets.’

Eriswell Lodge

Brandon, CPSA Registered
Dizciplines: OTL, ESK, ESE ABT AR,
FSPF. DR, HD. 5B, SKD, 5TR

=k
ERISWELL LODGE

AL AP | CORNELAT FRTNTE U TR Tl TR R

Enswell Lodge continues to grow and
expand. with investment constanthy
being put into the shooting areas to
ensure the best possibie expenence
Qur designated trap and skeel ranges
have had a dramalic taceldt. and the
sparting Linoul is changed as often
as passible to ensure variation even
Tor those who visit us weekly, Ou
Promatic traps are the periect trap
for us. a5 they are easily managed o
ersLund rrrierad o irds and break
dorns. On site we now have the
facihines o the "_-.I"II}'_':-[II'IE o E_I'IE|I"_~.|'I
sparfing, Skeet, DTL, ABT, Sportrap
and all the vanations of these,

Address: Enswell Lodes, Brandan
Road, Erswell, Brandon, Sufiolk
Telephone: 01538 534045
Ensabl infoiernswell- lodge com
-—

%igh Lodge

A favourite Suffollk Premier Plus Clay
Shooting venise offers a variety of
deciplings includng 20-plus Sporting
Stands, Skeet, DTL & ABT ranges,
somnie challenging towers alomgsice
four new fully autormated & waca
activated Compak/ Sportrap layouwts

We're open for prachice clays six
days a week and some Sundays wilh
instruclion dealable most days, and
on-site luxuy accormmodation bor
freal shooting bresk makes us the ideal
choice far shooters of all abilities

Take alook at our website bo see
whal else we olber

Address: High Lodge Leisure Lid. Haw
Wood., Hinton, Nr Darsham, Suffolk,
IPY7 30T

Tal: 198G FEa64T

Emall: info@highlodge co.uk

Web: v Feghlodge ook

Open Wednesday Sam=8.15pm.
Thursday-Sunday 9am-3.30pm. Solo
practice and coaching available, Skeet
competition on Wednesday evening and
regular ESP — see web for details.
Telephone: 01635 534045

Emall: info@eriswell-lodge.com

Web: vwww.eriswell-lodge.com

High Lodge

Hinton, CPSA Prermier Plus ground
Disciplines: ESK. ESF OSK. FSP CER
STR

=00 practice and coaching available
Monday-Saturday 10am- Spm, Sundays
Sam = 12 30pm (Winter) Competitions
on vanous Saturdays and Sundays, see
web for details

Telephone: 01985 7843247

Emadl: janeihighlodge.co.uk

Wab: vwrw highlodge.co.uk

Highwayman's Shooting Ground
Risby, CPSA Pramier ground
Disciplines: ESF F5P

Open February-September, vanious
Sundays from Sam. Coaching available.
See web for competition details
Telephone: 07536643435

Emall: info@suffolkshootingschool.co.uk
Web:
Mighsayrmansshochingeround. oo, uk

SURREY

Bisley Gun Club

Bisley. CFSA Registered

Disciplines: 07T

Competition Saturdays and Sundays,
see web for detals

Telephone: 07713 752028

Email: secretary@thebisleyvgunclub.com
Web: wenw thebisleygunciub.com

Bisley Shooting Ground

Bisley. CFSA Premier Plus ground
Disciplines: E5F F5P

Open every day. Sam-4pm. Solo
practice and coaching available. 100-bird
ESP club shoot one Sunday morning per
manth - see web for delails

Telephone: 01423 797017

Email: cificeibisleyshooting.oo,uk
Web: wwrw bisleyshooling co.uk

BT Shawlands CPSC

Limgfield, CP3A Affiliated
Disciplines: E5P

Coaching available for beginners,
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Competition Second and last Saturdays
af every month (escept August and
Decernber), shooting starts at 10.30am
= contact club for further details
Telephone: 01342 833032

Emall: cearthi@blinternet.com

Web: www. bishawlandscpsc.oo.uk

Cobham Sporting Gun

Ripley, CPSA Affilated

Disciplines: ESF

72-bird ESF competitions on first and
third Sunday mormings, registration
9.30am - confact club before attending
Telephone: 01372 378035

Email: johridihe- hacheys.co.uk

Web: werw cobhamsportinggun. oo uk

Dunsfold Clay Pigeon Club
Alford, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: E5F

Open first and third Sundays
Telephone: 02085 353 9732
Email: dunsfoldopo@emal corm
Web: en-ghfacebook cormspas
DunsfoldClayPigeonClub

Gatwick Clay Shooting School
Charbsrood, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: DTL, ESK.ESF ABT
Competition first and third Sundays,
10am. Last entry 1pm. DTL on fifth
Sundays, Coaching available
Telephone: 07765 701842

Email: manager@
gatwichclayshootingschool.com
Web:

www gatwickclays hoolingschoo L com

Headley Clay Pigeon Shooting Club
Headley, Epsom, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: OTL, ESF

Open alternate Satundays. First shot is
at 10am sharp, Last Sporting card Zpm.
Last Compak and DTL cards at 2.30pm
Last shot at 3prm sharp. Practice and
coaching available

Telephone: 07531 E79200

Email: info@headevclaypigeon.com
Weab: vwwrw headieyelay pigecn oo’

Horme Clay Pigeon Club
Court Farm and Gatton Bottom, CESA

Registered

Disciplimes: £5F

Competition every Sunday at one of
the two grounds = see web for details
Coaching available

Telephone: (7711 332057

Email: horme-cpc@timaworid co.uk
Web: v clayandoountry. comy”

Kent Gun Club

Tandridge, CPSA Registered
Disciplimes: 1L

See web for competition defails
Telephone: 01523 330110
Email: bob@kentgunclub.co.uk
Web: kentgunciub.co.usk

Mational Clay Shooting Centre

Basley, CPSA Prermier Plus ground
Disciplines: DTL, ESK, ABT, OTR, QSK,
DT.UTR, SKD

Open Tuesday-Sunday Sam-4.30pm.
solo prachice and coaching available, See
wieb for competition details

Telephone: 01423 797666

Email: infolnsc-clays.couk

Web: nac-clayvs.co.uk

Star Gun Club

Malden Rushett, CPSA Affilkated
Disciplines: E5F

Open alternate Sundays 9.30am-

12 30pm

Telephone: 0208 979 2687

Email: admin@stargunciub.org

Wab: vrwnw starguncluborgindes. htrml

SUSSEX

Kingscote Shooting Ground

East Grinstead, CPSA Affilated
Disciplines: £5°

Open the first or second Saturday of
each month, 10am-1pm, last entry

1Zpm.

Telephone: (11903 340657

Email: dave p2a@outiook.com

Web: en-gb facebook comykingscotesgs’

Mill Farm Pevensay

Westham, Pevensey, CFSA Affiliated
Disciplines: ESK. ESF, Compak
Open Alternate Sundays, 10am=2pm
Telephone: 07730 498435

Email: sue focus@gmail.com

Web:

wiww facebook.comy

millfarmclay pigecnciub

Mill Farm Petworth

Petwaorth

Disciplines: E5F

Open the first Sunday of every month,
10am. Last entries 12.30pm
Telephone: 01798 861218

Email: info2milfarm-urgashall.com
Web: vworwmillfarm-lurgashall.coms
sparting

MNorthall Clay Pigeon Club

Fletching, CPSA Premier ground
Disciplines: DT, ESF

Open Wednesdays, Saturdays and
alternate Fridays 10am-5pm. Practice
and coaching available. Competition bi-
weekly on Saturdays, See web for details
Telephone: 01825 791783

Email: jan@northallope.co.uk

Wab: wenw northallcpe couk

Polowood Clay Shooting Ground
Falmer, CPSA Affilated

Disciplines: ESF Compak

Dpen alternate Sundays, 9am—2.30pm,
Tuesdays from Apnil to September,
12pm-7.30pm.

Telephone: 07518 203871

Email:
ganyiidaypigeanshootingbnighton.co.uk
Web: v claypigecnshootingbrghion.
0, Lk,

Southdown Gun Club

Where
to shoot

Worthing, CFPSA Premier ground
Disciplines: DTL ESK, ESP AET AR,
FSP.CSP HEL. DR, 5B, 5TR

Open Wednesdays-Saturdays 10am:-

4. 30pm. Solo practice and Coaching
available. Competition on Sundays - see
web for detais

Telephone: 01903 877555

Emall: info@southdowngunclub.co.uk
Weab: wwnw southdowngunclubco.uk

WARWICKSHIRE

Cosford Shooting Ground

Cosford. CPSA Registered
Disciplines: ESK. ESF OSK. FSP.CSE
SKD.STR

Open Thursdays and Saturdays 10am-
3pm. Sundays 10am=1.30pm solo
practice and coaching available. Contact
ground for competition details
Telephone: 07563 518050

Emall: david reithl&@blinternet.com
Web: wwrw.cosfordsg.co.uk

Forhill Shooting Club

Holhvwood, Birmingham, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: OTL, E5F 58

DOpen every other Sunday, 10am-2pm
Telephone: 07236 225580

Emall: [ghnbtimmirsioutiook.oom
Web: forhillsg couk

Honesberie Shooting

southam, CP3A Premier Plus ground
Disciplines: E5F FEF

Dpen Monday-Saturday Sam-bpm.
S0k practice and coaching available. Call
ahead to book. Competitions take place
at Hill Farm = see web for details
Telephone: 01327 252922

Email: neck@honesberieshooting couk
Weab: wwrw honesberieshooting co.uk

Lea Marston Shooting Club

Lea Marston, Sutfon Coldfield. CPSA
Registered

Disciplines: DTL.ESK, ESP AR OSK
FSP CSP HD, SB. SKD, 5TR
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See web for opening times. Practice and
coaching available. Check with ground
regrarding membershp restncbons
Telephone: 01676 520070

Emall: guyEieamarstonshootingciub,
QO

Web: www leamarstonshootingclub.com

Rugby & District Trap Club

Crick. CF3A Premier ground
Disciplines: AST DT HEL UTR
Open most Sundays from 10am - see
web for fixtures. Practice available
Telephone: 07770 551491

Email: johniingales.com

Weab: waner rdtcnfo

Wedgnock Shooting Ground
Warwick, CPSA Affiliated

Disciplines: ESH ESF

Menday-Friday 10am-5.30pm, Sundays
10am=-1prm, some Saturdays. Practice
available and coaching available; enguire
for details

Telephone: 01926 2491945

Email: steve@adventuresport .co.uk
Weab: v adventuresport.co.ukclay-
pigecn-shooting

WILTSHIRE

Barbury Shooting School
Wroughton, CP3A Registered
Disciplines: ESF FSF CEF 5TR

Open Mon-Fn Sam-5pm (till 7pm on
summer Weds) Sat 9am—3pm, Suns
and bank hols 9am=12pm., Practice and
coaching available, Compelition details
O el

Telephone: (11793940420

Emaill: enquiries@barburyshoot.com
Wab: vnw barburyshootingschool com

Gunsite Sporting Clays

Marlborough, CPSA Registered
Disciplines: £5F

Monthhy 100-bird registered shoot as per
zehedule. Coaching available
Telephone: 07970 574887

Emall: seanpontingBbEyvahoo.co.uk
Web: punsitesportingclays.coukys

Ham Cross Shooting Ground

Dinton, Salisbury, CPSA Prermser ground
Disciplines: ESF FSRSTR
Competitions alternate Saturdays,
10am-3pm — book in advance.
Telephone: 07711 242745

Email: wilthatcher@btconnect.com

‘White Horse Clay Pigeon Club
Yatesbury, CP3A Affiliated
Disciplines: ESH O5K DTL

Open Wednesday 6.30 - 9.30pm,
sunday Sam-2pm .Practice available,
40-bird Sporting last Sunday of the
rranth

Telephone: (11245 81567

Email: paul-sally@aal co.uk

Web: v whitehorsecps. btok.co.uk

Wood Farm Clay Shooting Club
Mere, CPSA Affiliated

Disciplines: ESF F5F

Closed in surmmer, Winter: Wednesday
10am = dprm, Sunday 10am - 1pm.
solo practice Wednesday and Sundays.
Coaching available Fridays and
saturdays

Telephone: 01727 560471

Email: nchardpaulcoward@gmail.com
Web: v woodfarmelays couks

Urchfront Clay Pigeon Club
Uirchfront. near Devizes CPSA
Registered

Disciplines: OTL ESF 5E

Practice available. Competition every

Sunday from 10am. See web for details
of disciplines and dates

Telephone: 01350721218

Email: chas davis@virgin.net

Wab: v urchfoniclaypigeonciub.co, uk

YORKSHIRE

Allerton Bywater Colliery CPC
Allerton Bywater, CPSA Affliated
Disciplines: E5F

Practice available at least two Sundays
per month, 10am-1pm

Telephone: 0113 227 0520

Email: briancummingsal2@aol co.uk
Web: www allertonbywatercpo.com

Batley & District Gun Club

Howden Clough, CPSA Affilkated
Disciplines: ESF

Dpen alternate Sundays 9.30am-11am.
Fractice available. See web for
comptitions

Telephone: 01274 877367

Email: bdgc@ive co.uk

Web: v batleyvgunciub.co.uk

Coniston Shooting Ground
Coniston Cold, Skipton. CPSA Premier
Plus ground

Disciplines: OTL, ESK. ESEFSE SKD
Tuses-Fri, 9.20am-5pm, Sat-Sun 9.30am-
1.30pm. Solo practice and coaching
available. Competition details on web
Telephone: 01756 /48580

Email:
infp@conistonshootingground oo.uk
Web:

wawar coniIstanshoatingground oo .uk

Cottondale Shooting Ground
Staxton Wold, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: OTL, ESK.ESP ABT, FER
Tuesday-5aturday, Sam-5pm
(booking only) Sunday 10am-1pm
(open practice). Practice and coaching
available most days

Telephone: 01944 710313

Email: alan.cdsg&gmail.com

Web:
www.cottondaleshootingground.couk
East Yorkshire Clay Shooting Ground
(formerly Beverley CTC) Bygot Wood,
Bewerley HULY TREB

CPSA Registenaed

Disciplines: DTL, OSK, OT ABT.UT,
ESK, STR

Open Wednesday-Sunday 10am-5pm
{(8pm Thursdays Summer months only)
Telephone: 01964 204190

Email: infoi
eastyorkshireclayshootingground.co.uk
Web: v
eastyorkshireclayshootingground.co.uk

Greystone Wood Shooting Ground
Moor Lane, Askwith, Otley LS21 2LE
Disciplines: E5F

Open toshooters of all abdities. Set in
natural woods.

Open 2nd & 4th Saturdays, March to
september,

Telephone: 07360 252123

Email: gwsgotley@vahoo.co.uk
Web: voorw facebook comys’
grevstonewoodotley

Hambleton Shooting School
Easingwold, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: E5F

Coaching available

Telephone: (01347 888312

Email: malcolm.plant@clayshot org uk
Hazelbank Shooting Ground
Knaresborough

Disciplines: OTL, ESF

=0lo practice and coaching available.

Open Tuesday, Wednesday. Thursday
and Friday by appoiniment, Wednesday
H:30pm-Bpm, Saturday 1pm-dpem and
sunday 10:30am-1pm. See Facebook
page for competition details
Telephone: /352 785 550

Email: infoihazelbankshooling.co.uk
Web: www hazelbarkshooting oo.uk

Humberside Shooting Ground
Brandesburton

Disciplines: ESF ESH, DTL

Open Sam-5Spm every day except
Monday. Open till 9pm on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from May to Septernber
Coaching available

Telephone: 01964 544 357

Email: paul@pthorm.co.uk

Wab: humbersideshootingground.oo.uk

Low Barugh Clay Shoot

Barugh Green, Barnsley. CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: £5F

Shooting every other Sunday, registration
from 1015, shooting from 11am
Telephone: 07521 720762

Emaill: lowbarughclayshoot@gmail.com
Web: werw lowbarughclayshoot.oouk

Mount Farm Sporting Clays
Waalley, CPSA Registered

Disciplines: FSF

Open only four Bimes ayear for awinter
series. Contact for details

Telephone: 07257 751517

Email: jane rowbot iomiamail com
Web: wwowr facebook coms’
rmountfarmsportingelayvs

Morth of England CTC

Rufforth, CPSA Premier ground
Disciplines: DTL, ESK. ESF ABT, AR,
CSK, FSP HEL, DR, 5B, SKD, 5TR
Practice available Wednesday and
Saturday afternoons = book ahead and
bring a buttoner. Coaching available,
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.
Competition every weekend. see web
for details

Telephone: : 01904 732120

Email: philnoeac.co,uk

Web: wierwnoeac.oo Lk

Park Lodge Shooting School
Morth Humberside, CPSA Premier Plus
ground

Disciplines: DTL, ESK. ESF ABT AR,
FSP.STR

Open Wednesday-Sayturday 9am-
Bprm, Sunday Sam-apm and Bank
Haoliday Mondays Same-3pm. Prachoe
and coaching avalable. See web for
competition detaits

Telephone: 07593] S54585

Email:
info@parkiodgeshootingschool co.uk
Web: wenw, par klodgeshootmgschool,
el

Thimbleby Shooting Ground
Morthallerton, CPSA Registered
Disciplines: E5F, FSF, C5F 5TR
—ee web for opening times, Solo prachice
and coaching avalable
Telephone: (1609 223401
Email: adrian@thimblebyshoot.com
Web: v thimblebyshool.com
WALES

Clay Target Shooting Club
Mona, Anglesey
Disciplines: ESE ESK, OTL, ABT
Summertrme only, Tuesday evenings
frorm Bpm. See Facebaok for details.
Telephane: 07790 481544
Wab: vwenw facebook comipgs
Anglesey-clay-larget-shooting-
Club- 66561 2553575072

Anglesey Shooting School

Bodedern, Anglesey

Disciplines: ESF ESK
March=September, Saturdays 1lam-1pm
(25-bird ESK) and 1-6pm (100-bird ESP).
April -Saptember, Wednesdays 4. 30pm-
dusk (50 bird ESP)

Telephone: 07591 669965

Emall: timgarner20028yahoo.com
Web: wwow angleseyshootingschool.com

Bob Valentine Shooting School
Wern Mewydd, Llanbedrog, Pwilheh,
Gwnyniecd

Disciplines: ESF Fitasc

Dpen by appointment only, Monday to
Saturday 10am-4.20pm. Open 50-bird
ESP shoots one Saturday a month,
1pm. Tuition available for indnviduals and
groups, Mon-rmembers welcome. Fibre
wadds onlby.

Telephone: 01758 740510

Email: bvEtheshootingschool.com
Web: v theshootingschool com

Caerwys & District CTC

Trelogan, CPSA Associated
Disciplines: ESF

Open first and third Sundays for
friendly competitions. Offers a vanety of
competitions between 50 and 100 birds.
Mon-members welComse,

Telephone: 01352 720349

Email: infolcaerwnys-
distrclclaytargetelub co, uk

Wab: vaw.caerwys-
distrctclaytargetclub oo, uk

Carmarthen Clay Target Club
Mantyeci, Carmarthen

Disciplines: E5F OTL

Dpen alternate Saturdays 1-6.30pm, sea
Facebook for details.

Telephone: 01269 260295
Wab: v facebook coms
Carmarthen-Clay-Target-Shooling -
Club-6056 a0 3208040

Cefn Tilla Clays

Llandenmy

Disciplines: ESF

Dpen some Wednesdays and Saturdays
for practice and competitions. Offers
tuition to groups looking to expenence
clay shooting for the first time.
Telephone: 01201 672555

Email: rob@cefntila.com
Wab: v facebook coms/pg/’
cefntillaciays

Crynant Shooting Ground

Port Talbot

Disciplines: ESF ESK ABT, DTL

Open Wednesdays, Saturdays and
Sundays 10am-3pm. Practice and tuition
available, grounds can also be opened al
other times by prior arrangement.
Telephone: (7555 525167

Email: firstcorporate20038yvahoo.co.uk
Web: www.crynant-shooting-ground.
SOk

Dovey Valley Shooting Ground
Machynileth, Powys.

Disciplines: ESF AET ESK, DTL.

Open 9, 20am-4pm Mon, Wed, Fri and
Sat: 10am-4pm Sun,

Offers coaching, have-a-go, caddied
rounds, sim garme and corporate events.
Telephone: 01650 511252 or 078589
225488

Email: Infodoveywalley.com

Web: vwrw.doveyvalley.com

Fauxdegla

Llandegla, Wrexham, CPSA Premier Plus
Ground

86 | clay-shooting.com



Disciplines: ESF ESK, DTL, STR,ABT, OT
Open Wednesday to Sunday firom 10am-
5pm = closing times subject to seasonal
varigtions. Lessons, practice and
competitions offered = see web
Telephone: (11975 790198

Email: info@lausdeglacouk

Wah: v fauxdeglaco.uk

Ferndale Shooting Clays

¥ Ffaldau, CPSA Affiliated
Disciplines: E=F

Open Thursdays 12pm-fpm, Saturdays
10arm-4pm. Practice available for
non-members, no Hoance Necessary.
For competition and up-to-date

indo check www.facebook.comy/
ferndaleshootingcluby

Telephone: (7771 60359585

Email: yrmiZerndaleshootng.club
Web: v fer ndaleshooting club

Flint Clay Target Club
Flint. CP5A Associated

Disciplines: £5F

Open second and fourth Sundays. 10am-
12pm.

Telephone: 074917 855020

Emaill; harnyrossington@yahoo.com

Griffin Lloyd Shooting Ground
Knighton, Powys. CPSA Registered
Disciplines: ESF. DTL, ABT.OTR, DT
Qpen Saturdays and Sundays. 9.30am-
4pm. Solo practice is available. Tustion
rriust be boaked in advance, For
competition details see website.
Telephone: 01547 550634

Emall: enquiriesiEgriffinlloyd.couk
Web: v griffinllcyd.couuk

Leadbrook Hall Shooting Ground
Flint. CP3A Associated

Disciplines: E5F

Open competition clay shoots held on
second and fifth Sundays.
Telephone: 07977 624353

Emall: infofeadbrookclays.couk
Web: leadbrookclays.coms

Mid Wales Shooting Ground
Krighiton, Powys. CFSA Premier Flus
Disciplines: OTL. ESK. ESF ABT AR,
OSK. FSP.DR. SB

Open Yam-5pm Tuesday-Saturday. with
shooting 10am-dpm, plus second and
fourth Sundays. Prachoe and tustion
avalable. Regular registerad shools =
seeweb for details.

Telephone: 01556 430654

Email: enquirigsi
midwalesshootingoentne.com

Web: www midwalesshootingeentre.com
Morth Wales Shooting School
Sealand. CPSA Registered
Disciplines: DTL, ESK. ESE OT, 0T
Open Tuesday-Friday Sam-Spm.
saturday Sam-dpm. Solo practice and
tuition available.

Telephone: 01556 430654

Email: enquiriesi&
rmidwalesshootingcentre.com

Weab: www midwalesshootingcentre.com

South Wales 2000 Shooting Ground
Gwent, CP3A Premier Plus
Disciplines: DOTL, UTR, OT. DT, AET,
Fitase, 5P

Open Tuesdany-Sunday 10am-5Sprm.
Clozes at 7pm on Thursdays in
summer. Practice and tuition available.
Competitions on weekends - see web
for details.

Telephone: 01405 201152

Email: enquires@soutiales2000.com
Web: www.clayshooting 2000 .co.uks

5t Dials Shooting Ground (Hart

Events)

Monmouth

Disciplines: ESF Fitasc, STR. Compak
Open competition days and tuition by
appairitment., see web for details.
Telephone: O7ES0E54016

Email: hartevenis@hotrmail. com
Wab: v harlevents.org

Woodland Park Shooting Ground
Battle, Brecon

Disciplines: £5F

Dpen Fridays 10am-5pm, Saturdays
10am-4pm Solo practice on 100-clay
layout for certificate holders.

Tuition available. Shooters must only use
the ground’s own cartridges.
Telephone: 07211129413

Email: wparkshoot@hotmal oo, uk
Web: werwowpshoot,.couuk

SCOTLAND

AUCHTERHOUSE

COUNTRY SPORTS

Auchterhouse Country Sports is

o of the top clay targets shoating
grounds in the cownbry & recenthy
voted Scotland's Favourite for 2018
They offer: Skaet, Olympst Skeet, OTL,
0T, SBporting. Compack, High Tower,
Thesy also have The Clays Shop for all
your shoating clothes and accessoras
and The Pear Tree Bestaurant wihere
YOU C30 E-I_"t un:,rl_lurlg Iram a Bacan

rall to a fillet steak. A lovely clubhouss
and warm welCome Zaails you at
Auchierhouse,

Address: Auchterhouse Country
Sports, Burnbead Fasm Auchler howse
By Dundes, D03 00N

Telephone: 01382 22040

Email:

infpiaLic ber oLUSEC U Ny S ol S.C 0K
Web:

WS A LICH EEr s e ountny S pori S oo, Lk

Achnasheen & Strathvaich Gun Club
Achnasheen, Wester Boss

Disciplines: 7L

Open 3rd Saturday in April, June, August
ard Movernber, with a local shaot an
Beoarg Day

Email: a.s gunclub@Ehotmail co.uk
Wab: https./Awew lacebook comy’
Achnasheen-Strathwvaich-Gun-
Club-4534800381270487

Aucterhouse Country Sports
Aucterhouse, Dundes

Disciplines: SHD, 05K, NSP NEE,
FITASC, DTL. ABT. A/R. DTR. OvR. OTR
Open Tuesday and Thursday-Saturday,
10am = Bpm, Wednesday 10am =
8.30pm

Practice and coaching avalable

Tel: 01382 320476

Email: info®
auchlerhousecountryspornts co.uk
Web: vww. auchterhousecountrysports.
COUK

Auldgirth Shooting Ground
Auldgirth, Dumniries & Galloway
Disciplines: OTL, AET, ESK, ESP
Open Saturdays and Sundays, practice
available. See website for compelitions
Tel: 07376 411919

Emall: deollinsdSmotEgmail.com
Web: www auldgirthshootingground.
L N

Bislay at BEraidwood

Braidwood, Midlemn

Disciplines: E5K. ESF

Open Tuesday-Saturday Sam-5pm;
Sunday 10am-dpm. 100 ESP one Sunday
per month. Practice and coaching
available

Ted: 01835 570280

Emall: braidwood@biskeyshooling.
Cco.uks

Web: wenw. Disleyshooting. co.ukour-
grounds/bisley-at-braidwood

Bute Clay Target Club

Kirgarth

Disciplines: ESF

—ee Facebook for opening times

Tl 0000 500274

Web: www.facebook.com/Bute-Clay-
Target-Club-960396150714 304/

Caimdow Clay Target Club
Cairndow, Argyll

Disciplines: OTL

Open some Saturdays, see web for
details

Telk: 07765 636339

Email: morencs@holmal couk
Web: httpe/Awwwcairndowclaytarget.
com

Cawdor Clay Pigeon Club

Glengoulie

Disciplines: ESF.ESK. STR, DTL

Open Septermber-April Saturdays 9.30-
1; Many-Apust Mondays from Bpm,
Practice available. Fibre wads only

Tel: 07445044513

Emall: cawdorclays&Egmail.com

Web: hitp./Avew.cawdorclaypigeonciub.
co,uks

Clay Target Shooting School
Houston, Glasgow

Disciplines: ESF. DTL, AET

Open Saturday & Sunday 10-3.30; closed
February and March, Practice available
Saturdays

Tel: 01505 873547

Email: encquirasid
claytargetshootingschool. co.uk

Wah: wenw clintargeishootmgschonol,
CO.UK

Cluny Activities

Kirkcaldy., Fife

Disciplines: ESF ESK. OSK. OTL
Open Monday-Saturday 10.30-5.30,
sunday 11-4. Practce and coaching
available, manthly competitions for
members

Tel: 01592 720374

Email: enquiries@clurnyactivities.co.uk
Web: www. clunyactivities.co.uk

County Glays
Dunkeld House Hotel, Perthishire

Disciplines: E5FP

Open Monday-Saturday 9.30-5, Sunday
12.3-5. Practice and coaching avalable
Tek: 01350 727 667

Email: countyclays@gmail com

Weab: werw countyclays.couk

Dunoon & District CTC

Sanbank, Dunoon, Argyll

Disciplines: UTL

Qpen Saturday afternoons in winter and
Tuesday evenings in summer,. Prachce
and coacheng available. For competitions
see Facebook page

Ted: 013650 706227

Web:: www. facebook.com/dandctes/

Fasnacloich Gun Club
Loch Creran, near Appin, Argyll
Disciplines: OTL, DR

Where
to shoot

Open selected summer evenings for non-
members, see web for details. Practice
available

Emall: infofasnacloichgunclub.com
Web: vww fasnacioichgunclub.com

Glendaruel & Colintraive Gun Club
Auchatagen, Glendaruel, Argyil
Disciplines: DTL and sporting pool trap
DOpen 3rd Sunday of every month from
rcon. Five open shoots per year, see
Facebook for details

Practice and coaching avalabile

Email: alexandannetie@iscali oo, uk
Wab: wenw facebook com/pgd
glendaruetgunciub

Gleneagles Shooting School
Auchterarder, Perthshire
Disciplines: E5F

Open by appointment, practice and
coaching available

Tel: 01764 662231

YWeb: vwow gleneagles.com/pursuitss
shooting

Glenmoriston Shooting Ground
Glenmariston, Imerness

Disciplines: AET. DTL, UET, DT 5TR,
OSK. UT

Open Wednesdays for practice,
saturdays for competitions — see web

for detais

Tel: 01320351354

Wab: werw glenmoristonshootingground.
Com

Harris Gun Club

Aline Forest, Isle of Harnis

Disciplines: DTL ABT, LT, DT MSK, OSK
Open Saturdays, see website for details,
Practice and coaching available

Tel: 07876 725302

Email: admin@harrisgunciuboo.uk
Yab: vwwrw harrisgunclub.co.uk

Highland Deephaven Clay Pigeon Club

Evanton

Disciplines: OTL, ABT SKT, C5FP
Steel shot only. See Facebook for
opening times. Practice and coaching
availabhe

Tel: 07520 068 826

Emall: secretary@hdopo.oouk

Web: werw facebook coms
Highland-Deephaven-Clay-Figeon-
Club-1015293032202417

Highland Shooting Centre

Altass, by Lairg

Disciplines: ESF DTL. FITASC

Dpen 9-5 daily, pre-booking essential.
Coaching available

Tel: 01549 441763

Email: info@highlandshoolingcentre.
com

YWab: vwrwhighlandshootingoentre.com

Inverinate Gun Club

Kintail, Kyle

Disciplines: DT OTH

Open some Saturdays, see Facebook
for detads

Wab: varw facebook comspgs’
IreninateGunClub

Isle of Skye Clay Target Club
Portree

Disciplines: ESE ABT ESK. DTL
Dpen from 1pm on Sundays and
Wednesdays

Email: skyeshoot@semlerco.uk
Web: www geoffOB6 wiksite comy
shyeshoot/

Kaithness Clays
Farss, Thurso
Disciplines: ESK_Compak, DTL a
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Where
to shoot

Open weekends, practice and
coaching available

Email: kaithnessclaysianl com
Web: vaw facebook comyaithness.
Clays-541061062611248/

Lorn Clay Target Club

Morth Connel

Disciplines: 7L

Dpen fortnightly on Thursdays and
competition days. Practice avalable
Tel: 07826 890908

Emall: info@ornclaytarget.com
Wab: wnw lornclaytarget .com

Moidart & District Clay Target Club
Archaracle, Argyll

Disciplines: 0T, ESF

See Facebook for opening Limes

Tel: 07825 684 634

Email: moidartanddistrictcto@outiook.
COMm

Web: www.facebook.com/pgs
maidartanddistrictclaytargetciub

Morton Clay Targets

Livimgston, West Lothian

Disciplines: AET, OTL. ES¥, Compact
Open Tuesday-Saturday 10-6.00 and
selected Sundays. Practice and coaching
avanlable

Tel: 01506 884 500

Email: contact@®mortonclaytargets.
o,k

Wab: vnw mortonclayviargets.coiuk

Mull Gun Club

Tobermory, ksle of Mull
Disciplines: 071

Open selected Sundays, 11.30
Tel: 01688 302 521

Email: rolycrichton@gmail. com
Web: v facebook.comy Mull-(GGun:
Clube 2240482 34595834/

Mairn Gun Club

Gollanfield, Inverness

Disciplines: ESH, OTL, ABT

ee Facebook for opening times

Tel: 07939 486666

Web: www facebook comy/Maerm=Caun-
Club-1611947319033722/

Morth Ayrshire Shooting Ground
Dalry

Dizciplines: DTL. ABT, OT, SKEET, OSK,
SPORTING

Open Wed-Mon 9.30-5, plus Wednesday
nights 6.30-9. Practice and coaching
available

Ted: 01204 833297

Email: torm@continentalshooting oo, uk
Web: v continentalshooting.co.uk

Orkney Clay Pigeon Club

Ramsdale

Disciplines: AET DTL. OSK. ESK, ESP
See Facebook for opening times

Tel: 01856 811321

Eimail: victorsmithl&@hinternat com
Web: v facebook.comy

orkneyclaypigecnclub/

Rothiemurchus Shooting Ground
Anemore, Imaemess-shire
Disciplines: ESP

Open daily 9-5, booking essential,
Practice and coaching available

Tel: 01479 812345

Email: hello@rothie.ned

Web: rothiemurchus net

Roxburghe Shooting School

Kelso

Disciplines: £E5F

Pre-bookmg requered, Coaching available
Tel: 07798 884643

Web: roxburgheshoobingschool oo, uk

Scottish Clay Shooting Centre
Leuchars, by St. Andrews

Disciplines: FITASC, ESK, ESP DTL
Open every Saturday, Practice and
coaching avaikable

Tel: 01334 B358218

Email: rosalind@craigiefarm.co.uk
Wah: wwnw scottishclayshootingoentre.
o, Uk

Scottish National Shooting Centre
Wester Jawcraig. Slamannan, Falkirk
Disciplines: 5TR, SED, OTR, OS5, N3P
MSK. FITASC, DTL ABT

Open Tuesday-Sunday 10-5, late opening
until Spm on summer Thursdays.
Loaching available

Tel: 01324 B51 672

Email: enquiries@®nscs? com

Web: vwerw nscS2 com

Seafield Shooting Ground

Portsoy, Aberdeenchire

Disciplines: ESK.ESPDTL

=ee Facebook for opening times

Tel: 07866 344729

Web: vwoww facebook coms
SeafieldShooting”

Seal's Cove Shooting Ground
Portlethen, Aberdeen

Disciplinas: DTL, ABT, OTR, ESF,
Compact

For opening times see web. Coaching
available

Tel: 01224 783920

Email: sealscove@xinmail.com

Web: v sealscoveshootingaround.

ook

Shetland Clay Target Club

Bigton, Shelland Islands

Disciplines: AET. DTL, OSE. ESK, LT,
ESP.OT.OT

Open Sundays from 10am, Thursday
evenings Apnl-Sept from 5.15pm.

Ted: 078356 686090

Email: tlackgast@hotmail couk.
Wab: vawnw shetland-communities.ong.
uk/subsites/sctc

Strathyre Gun Club

Caomne, Perthshire

Disciplines: OTL, AET

Open 1-2x per month, see Facebook for
meore details

Tel: 01764 670013

Email: anndwdrbrisni@acl.com

Web: worw facebook coms’
Strathyrellays/

Stratherrick Clay Target Club
Torness by Dores, Invernesshine
Disciplines: OTL

Cpen fortnightly, practice evenings

an Thursdays m Summer

Tel: 01456 486372

Web: verw strathernck. net target-cluby

Tarbert Gun Club

Argyll

Disciplines: OTL ESF

Open selected Sundays., check website
far details.

Coaching available

Tel: 01880 820 482

Email: bobmecoll@aol .com

Web: v barmoreshootingground.
volasite com
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Last Stand

SHOW AND TELL

A successtul British Shooting Show speaks volumes for the health of
the sport, but James Marchington feels we need to look ahead

id you visit the British Shooting Show
at the NEC in Birmingham last month?
[ was there on two of the three days,
and loved every minute. It was great

to see old friends and make new ones,
talk to readers and contributors, and
meet face to face people who I've only known in the
virtual world - including fellow YouTubers such as Mr
Fermanaghman and Jonny from TGS Outdoors.

It’s always encouraging to see the sheer size of these
events, and the thousands of people attending — notably
this year including many families going round the show
together. So often shooters gather in small groups and
keep to a relatively small circle of like-minded friends.
At a show like this we realise that we are part of
something much bigger, a vast community of enthusiasts
spanning every type of shooting including clay, game,
wildfowling, stalking,
airguns, target
rifle shooting
and more, much
of it intertwined

..

with countryside Ly ¥ -’-';I!J'H s'l_ﬁ'ﬂi]-rm
and wildlife oE St
management. R

The stands and \ .
displays told their - -

own story of a
healthy, thriving
sector too. There
were hundreds of
companies showing
countless products
and services,
from guns and
ammunition to
clothing, eye and ear protection, scopes and binoculars,
night vision equipment, dog beds, pick-up trucks... you
name it, it was there.

From my perspective as a shooting journalist, |
was interested to see the proliferation of new media’
at the show. More than ever before, there were
YouTubers videcing everything that moved, some
of them livestreaming from the show. Fieldsports
Channel had live podcasts throughout the three days,
FRL Media were pumping out short interview clips
with standholders, RussDouglas 222 uploaded airgun
news items, and our own Shooting Show channel had
The Shooting Show Sofa where I had the pleasure
of chatting to Rob Collins abourt his voung shots
programme, and Becky McKenzie about clay shooting,
coaching and ferrets!

"
.

i -

A
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Exhibitors and visitors alike were constantly posting
from and about the show on Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter. It's surprising perhaps for an activity that's
often viewed as being behind the times and stick-in-the-
mud, but there’s no denying that the shooting world has
embraced digital technology with the same enthusiasm
as any other. Not just the youngsters, of which there
were many at the show, but even us oldies too.

All in all [ was feeling pretty positive about the
health of shooting... You can tell there’s a ‘but’ coming
though, can't you? Scratch the surface and people
are worried. Chatting with everyone from ordinary
shooters to industry leaders, there’s a sense that we're
under attack from all sides; they’ are out to get us,
whether that's driven game, so-called ‘trophy hunting,
lead ammunition or just a public distrust of guns and
E'LI!I'I OWIETS,

Playing devil’s
advocate, | asked a
few people where
they saw shooting
in ten years time,
There was much
sucking of teeth
and shaking of
heads. Would we
even be shooting
in 20307 No-one
was prepared to say
confidently that
we would. More
worryingly, there
was no vision of
how shooting might
change and evolve o
retain, never mind
strengthen, its place in a changing world. The talk was
all defensive — how we might hold back the tide for a
while, putting off the inevitable for a year or two,

Frankly, that’s not good enough. Maybe the
organisations and leading figures in the industry have a
long-term plan. But if they do, they haven't
communicated it to the ordinary shooter. Shooting
will not survive if we simply react to each new attack
as it comes. We need to start talking about where
shooting is going, and how it can not merely be tolerated
by society but actively contribute to and be part of
society. That won't be an easy conversation to have. It
requires a degree of soul-searching and questioning of
some of our deeply-held beliefs. But it'’s a conversation
we must have if shooting is going to thrive into the next
decade and beyond.

—_



by Eley has become the
cartridge of choice for many.
Being fast and powerful, loaded

with hard hitting magnum shot. .
Developed by World Champion

and Olympian Amber Hill.

Loaded in 21 and 24 gram 8 shot
in plastic and fibre cup wad with
blistering speeds of 1,375 fps
419 mps at muzzle.

Loaded in a 21 gram 8 shot in fibre
and plastic wad to ensure the best
competitive performance with speeds
in excess of 1,320 fps 400 mps.

www.eleyhawkltd.com

LEADING SHOOTING PERFORMANCE
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BERETTAWORLD

SPORTING CHAMPIONSHIP
2020

Prize *
Fund

. BERETTA
SHOTGUNS
ONLY

|2 Stands
|00 Targets
A huge array of Beretta prizes

ENTER ONLINE NOW

www.berettaworld.co.uk
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