
LIMITED TIME OFFER–CALL TODAY!

Discount applied at time of purchase. Terms and Conditions Apply. *Subject to
3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required. Receive a free
American Standard Cadet Toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, 
Liberation Shower or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one 
per household. Must be first time purchaser. All offers subject to change prior to 
purchase. See www.AmericanStandardBathtubs.com for other restrictions and 
for licensing, warranty and company information. *CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY: 
5543IH; NYC: HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does not sell in Nassau NY,  
Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

or visit AmericanStandardBath.com
855-508-4079

“With an

Walk-In Tub

Eric Roberts,
Academy Award Nominated Actor

I know I can keep 
my independence 

as long as possible.” 

PATENTED QUICK DRAIN® 
TECHNOLOGY

LIFETIME WARRANTY 
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the bath 

AND installation, INCLUDING labor backed 

by American Standard

44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS 
More than any other tub we’ve seen

EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST 
Only American Standard has OVER  

145 years of experience and offers  

the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub

SUPERIOR DESIGN 
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, wide  

door, built-in safety bar and textured 

floor provides a safer bathing experience

MADE IN

$

Walk-In Tubs

Limited Time Offer—Finance Options Available*

MADE IN

Proudly made in  
Dallas, Texas

A+ 
RATED
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Old Way Better Way

NEW

Stand Up Straight and Feel Better
Discover the Perfect Walker, the better way 

to walk safely and  more naturally

It’s a cruel fact of life, as we age, gravity 

takes over. Our muscles droop, our bodies 

sag and the weight of the world seems to 

be planted squarely on our shoulders. We 

dread taking a fall, so we find ourselves 

walking less and less- and that only makes 

matters worse.

Well, cheer up! There’s finally a product 

designed to enable us all to walk properly 

and stay on the go. It’s called the Perfect 

Walker, and it can truly change your life.

Traditional rollators and walkers simply 

aren’t designed well. They require you to 

hunch over and shuffle your feet when you 

walk. This puts pressure on your back, your 

neck, your wrists and your hands. Over 

time, this makes walking uncomfortable 

and can result in a variety of health issues. 

That’s all changed with the Perfect Walker. 

Its upright design and padded elbow rests enable you to distribute your weight across your arms and 

shoulders, not your hands and wrists. Its unique frame gives you plenty of room to step, and the oversized 

wheels help you glide across the floor. Once you’ve reached your 

destination you can use the hand brakes to gently slow down, and 

there’s even a handy seat with a storage compartment. It’s sleek, 

lightweight design makes it easy to use indoors and out and it 

folds up for portability and storage.

Why spend another day hunched over and shuffling along.

Call now, and find out how you can try out a Perfect Walker

for yourself... in your own home. You’ll be glad you did.

FREE
Utility Bag and

Cane Holder

Easy 

Folding 

Compact 

Design

Perfect Walker II

Call now Toll-Free 1-888-639-6880
Please mention promotion code 112656.
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her first singing role. 
Heidi Klum gushes 
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hit the auction block. 
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Today’s Hoda Kotb 
and Jenna Bush 
Hager play POTUS, 
Dr. Oz hits the beach, 
Maureen McCormick 
gives peace a chance, 
Kerry Washington 
spreads the love and 
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Audiences saw 
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no laughing matter.
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TEA TIME
“We devised most of our own 

plots, frequently improvising as 

we thought of this funny thing or 

that funny thing,” said Stan Laurel 

(right), taking a break from filming 

1932’s Towed in a Hole with his 

comedy partner and lifelong 

friend, Oliver Hardy. “It was 

bloody hard work!”  



NEWS NOW

Makes Mom 
Diana Proud 
by Singing

THE LATEST ABOUT YOUR FAVORITE STARS

“This little girl in 
me’s dream was to be 
onstage in a sparkly 

dress singing.”
— Tracee

“I feel like 

I grew 

up in her 

embrace,” 

says Tracee 

of her mom.



Finds Happiness in 
Marriage No. 3

Her Letters Go Up for Auction

Heidi and Tom 

at New York 

Fashion Week 

in September.

THE THIRD TIME is the charm 

for Heidi Klum, who 

married musician Tom 

Kaulitz last summer. 

“So far so good!” she told 

Closer at the amfAR Gala 

New York benefit for 

AIDS research. “He is 

an amazing person and I 

couldn’t be happier.” Both 

originally from Germany, 

the former model, 46, and 

Tom, 30, began dating in 

March 2018 after being 

introduced by mutual 

friends. Tom is in a band 

called Tokio Hotel, but 

Heidi admits she didn’t 

know his music until 

after they met. That’s 

when Heidi also learned 

she had previously met 

Tom’s twin brother, 

Bill, on Germany’s Next 

Top Model long ago. 

“I didn’t know he had 

a twin brother that I 

was going to marry one 

day!” says Heidi, who 

insists that the 16-year 

age gap between her and 

Tom is no big deal. “You 

have to just live a happy 

life without worrying 

too much about what 

people think,” she says. 

“Worrying is only going to 

give you more wrinkles.”

the Americans 

to be so totally 

CLOSERWEEKLY.COM 5



Try ng to Hug It Out:
Andie MacDowell
At the recent premiere of the doc 
Voices of Parkland at LA’s Ace Hotel, 
actress Andie MacDowell, 61, took 
time to talk to Closer about how 
recent tragedies involving children 
— whether school shootings or 
the death of NBA legend Kobe 
Bryant and his daughter — made 
her reflect even more on her own 
three kids. “The little day-to-day 
stuff, I think it’s those moments 
[you cherish]. I always hug 
them because I know as soon 
as they leave, I’m going to 
wish I would have hugged 
them harder.”

Melissa Fumero, 37, announced via Instagram

that she and her husband, One Life to Live’s

David Fumero, 47, had their second child, son

Axel. “Welcome to the world, Axel,” she posted.

“You have made Valentine’s Day my new favorite

holiday!” Meanwhile, Chicago Med alums Patti

Murin, 39, and Colin Donnell, 37, revealed they

are expecting their first. 

This is sweet. For the 

Easter season this 

year, the marshmallow 

mavens at Just Born 

have outdone them-

selves by offering sev-

en new Peeps treats 

for those egg baskets 

— chocolate pudding–

flavored marshmallow 

bunnies, root beer 

float–flavored chicks, 

raspberry-flavored 

Peeps Delights,  

individually wrapped 

chicks for eggs hunts 

as well as Froot 

Loops Peeps and 

Hot Tamales Peeps. 

Plus, there are now 

Peeps-flavored  

jelly beans.

●

●

So, he’s duded it up. For her new children’s book,

Daddy Daughter Day, author Isabelle Bridges-

Boesch got the perfect person to illustrate — dad

Jeff Bridges. “When your kids are young, you can

say, ‘Hey, let’s play pretend, or play a game.’ When

they’ve become adults, spending time together

is often challenging,” stated Jeff, 70. “[This] gave

my dear daughter and I a reason to spend time

together and have an adventure.” It’s due Oct. 6.

●

BRIDGES

Final chapter. On Feb. 15, 

author A.E. Hotchner, 

who chronicled Ernest 

Hemingway and partnered 

with Paul Newman to 

create the company 

Newman’s Own, passed 

away at 102. On Feb. 16, 

actress Kellye Nakahara 

Wallett, who played 

Nurse Kellye on M*A*S*H, 

passed at 72. On Feb. 17, 

author Charles Portis, best 

known for the book True 

Grit, died at 86. Finally, 

Ja’Net DuBois, who played 

Willona on Good Times 

and sang the theme to The 

Jeffersons, passed the 

same day. She was 74.

●

You’ll need a lot of  

jingle jangle jingle. Re-

cently, the former Palm 

Springs, Calif. spread of 

the late Gene Autry was 

put on the market. Listed at $8.25 million, “Rancho 

Autry” is a 13,461-square-foot abode on a nearly  

1.5-acre lot, features seven bedrooms and seven- 

and-a-half bathrooms and is being sold by the 

Singing Cowboy’s widow, Jackie, who’s looking to 

downsize. But per listing agent Louise Hampton, 

she’ll stay nearby because “she loves the desert.”

●GENE 
STRUCTURE
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BURN UP TO 9.25 POUNDS 
 IN JUST 22 DAYS.*

*A research study was conducted at Jacksonville University with 22 women ranging in age from 25 to 60 years old to test the efficacy of the High Fiber Keto diet.

High Fiber Keto has more 

than 80 delicious and simple  

recipes to make everyone  

a body-fat burner.

Results of our clinical study:

 •  burn up to 9.25  
pounds of fat

 • drop up to 7 pounds

 •  lose up to 4 inches  
on your waistline



Hoda was all 

smiles after 

beating Team 

Jenna 3–2 in 

Presidential 

Pop Quiz!
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Wig 
Out
On Feb. 17, the Today co-

hosts celebrated Presidents 

Day by dressing up — Hoda 

 as Abraham Lincoln and  

Jenna as George Washington 

— and playing games like 

POTUS Quotus (they had 

to guess which TV or movie 

the quotes from fictional 

presidents were in) and 

Presidential Pop Quiz. Nice 

work if you can get it!

Mr. Sandman
“We really dig the beach,” joked 

Dr. Oz on Feb. 15. He and his 

adorable 4-year-old grandson, 

Jovan, enjoyed the sand and surf 

while on a recent warm-weather 

getaway. We’re jealous!

Spreads 
the Love
“It’s no secret — 

everyone deserves 

love,” Jessica 

shared on Feb. 17.  

“What are you 

doing to help  

spread some joy  

in the world?” 



In Harmony
“This thing is to let the ladies know what guys talk 

about,” joked the Tonight Show host on Feb. 11 

before breaking into the “Thong Song” set to the 

tune of “Ragtime Gals” with the boy band. 

Best in Hair
“I got some beauty tips,” 

the GMA co-anchor said 

with a laugh at the recent 

Westminster Dog Show in 

New York with this year’s 

Best in Show, Siba, a 

standard poodle.

She’s Got Heart!
“Overflowing with that goofy ‘I’m so grateful 

and I’m loving life’ kinda love,” gushed  Kerry 

on Feb. 14, as she wished all her fans and 

friends a Happy Valentine’s Day. 
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PRIORITY RESERVATION SEND NO MONEY NOW

YES.

Ring Size _______ (if known)

This magnificent statement ring features a striking midnight blue sapphire with a rich, gorgeous
color that makes it the go-to-accessory for any occasion—day or night! This incredibly beautiful
sapphire, stunning gallery work, and sparking brilliance all come together to create a spectacular
look of elegant sophistication!

Our “Midnight Splendor” Genuine Sapphire Ring is hand-crafted of solid sterling silver enhanced
with a fine layer of rhodium plating for maximum shine and beauty. It is set with a genuine sapphire
of over 2.3 carats in a unique checkerboard cut and is surrounded by 32 genuine white topaz. One of
the four precious gemstones, the sapphire is also one of the most desired. And now it is available to
you for an incredible price!

DON’T MISS OUT ON THE TREND —OR THE VALUE!

This exclusive ring is available now at the amazing price of just $99.99*, payable in 3 installments of
$33.33 each and backed by our 120-day guarantee. It’s the perfect piece for the woman who not only
loves fine jewelry but recognizes the latest trends in color and style! The ring is available in whole
and half sizes from 5-12, and arrives with a Certificate of Authenticity in a custom case. This genuine
sapphire ring is only available from The Bradford Exchange—so don’t wait, order today!

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
To assure a proper fit, a ring sizer will be sent to 
you after your reservation has been accepted.

BS

.

Amazingly
Affordable Luxury

The deep, rich  blue of midnight is yours

with this extraordinary sapphire ring—

available for an incredible price!

©2020 The Bradford Exchange 

01-28472-001-BI



Horse 
Sense
On Showtime’s Kidding, 

Stacy shared a scene 

with a real neigh-sayer 

— and also reunited 

with the show’s star, Jim 

Carrey. The two actors 

first worked together 

in 1989’s made-for-TV 

movie Mike Hammer: 

Murder Takes All.

Peace & Pufnstuf
“Congratulations to our dear friends Sid and 

Marty Krofft for receiving your star on the 

Hollywood Walk of Fame!” Maureen cheered  

of her puppeteer pals on Feb. 13.
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NEW!
MUST LISTEN
PODCASTS!

AVAILABLE NOW

AVAILABLE WHEREVER YOU 

GET YOUR PODCASTS

AVAILABLE NOW



Sponsored by 
PerformixLIFESTYLE

BRITTANY WATTS 
NYC-Based Athlete and Trainer

Being an elite trainer at Performix House 
— a gym frequented by celebrities such 
as reality star Steve Gold and former 
professional football wide receiver Victor 
Cruz — means taking your diet and fi tness 
regimen to the next level. Performix 
House trainer Brittany Watts integrates 
Performix’s pre-, during and post-workout 
products into her daily wellness routine 
to give her an energy boost, keep her 
hydrated and help her muscles recover 
in between sessions to help her push her 
clients to reach their goals.



C
I. PRE-WORKOUT ENERGY

II. DURING WORKOUT HYDRATION

III. POST-WORKOUT RECOVERY

EVERYTHING YOU 
NEED IN ONE SIMPLE 
PRODUCT REGIMEN.

Star!



ADORING CHILDREN, SHE WAS A DEVOTED MOM

MEMORY LANE

Jane with son 

Thomas in 1951…MORE THAN A

16 March 9, 2020   CLOSER



working through Christmas, and my 
mom said, ‘No, we’re shutting down, 
and I’m going home!’ ” says Buck. 
“Sturges finally caved into her, which 
most people did with my mom.”

CROSSING HER HEART
Conflict also permeated Jane’s marriage 
to Bob, which lasted until 1968. “Some 
people are like fire and ice, but they were 
both like fire,” says Buck. “They were 
headstrong people, but they passed away 
madly in love with each other.” 

Shortly after Jane’s divorce from Bob, 
she married actor Roger Barrett, but he 
died of a heart attack almost three months 
later. “I know her Christian faith carried 
her through that,” says Buck. “She was an 

extremely strong Chris-
tian woman.”

Jane married real es-
tate broker John Cal-
vin Peoples in 1974 and
stayed with him un-
til his death in 1999.
A few years later, she
went into rehab for al-
coholism, a problem
she had battled for de-
cades. “There was an
intervention,” Buck re-
veals. “It was amaz-
ing — when she got out,
she was happy and tell-
ing everyone it’s a dis-
ease. It was a pretty

good transformation.”
When Jane died at 89 in 2011, she

didn’t want to be remembered for her ca-
reer in showbiz. “She thought that was a 
big bore,” says Buck. “She hated the red 
carpet. Hollywood was just a job. She 
wasn’t into the glamour and the lights.
That really wasn’t her.”

Instead, Jane felt her greatest accom-
plishment was founding the World Adop-
tion International Fund, or WAIF, in 1955.
Thanks to the organization, “over 50,000
children were adopted who probably nev-
er would’ve been,” says Buck. “People
would call her a sex symbol and glamorous
and she was just like, ‘Yeah, whatever!’ She
always had a strong faith, and she carried
that with her until her last day.”

— Reporting by Katie Bruno and
Amanda Champagne Meadows

B
uck Waterfield remem-
bers going grocery shop-
ping one day with his 
mom, Jane Russell, when 
he was a kid. “A gal came 
up to her and said, ‘Are you 

Jane Russell?’ and she said, ‘Not today, 
sweetheart!’ ” Buck recalls with a laugh. 
“She would deliberately dress really 
strangely when she went out to the store 
or to do something normal just so people 
wouldn’t recognize her.”

Despite her popularity as one of the 
world’s sexiest women, Jane kept her 
public persona and her private life sepa-
rate. “She would say, ‘You have to turn it 
on when you’re out and turn it off when 
you go home,’ ” Buck shares. “She was 
actually real and not 
Hollywood.”

Jane was born in Min-
nesota, but her family 
moved to Southern Cal-
ifornia, where she stud-
ied acting and music and 
ultimately found work 
as a model. Director 
Howard Hughes cast her 
in the 1943 Western The 
Outlaw, which brought 
her worldwide fame as a 
pinup, even though the 
film wasn’t widely re-

leased for five years 
because it was con-

sidered too risqué. 
Also in 1943, Jane married Bob

Waterfield, who would go on to
play quarterback in the NFL. She
was unable to have children due to 

a botched abortion she’d had earli-
er in her life, so Jane adopted three 

kids with Bob: Buck as well as his sis-
ter, Tracy, and brother, Thomas. 

Even as she continued to make 
movies like Gentlemen Pre-

fer Blondes with Marilyn 
Monroe and The Tall 

Men with Clark Gable, 
Jane always put her 
family first. “When 
she was shooting 
[1955’s] Underwater!  
in Hawaii, the direc-
tor, John Sturges, 

wanted them to keep 

SHE WAS 
NO PLAIN 
JANE! 

Jane lightened

up her image by clowning with

Bob Hope in the 1948 comedy.

She touted 

the wonders 

of the 18-hour 

bra for “us full-

figured gals” 

in a series of  

TV and print 

ads during the 

’70s and ’80s. 

“She was

like my

little sister,”

Jane said

of Marilyn

Monroe,

her co-star

in the 1953

musical.

 The release 

of Howard Hughes’ Western 

was delayed for years due to 

controversy over its raciness.

Jane came 

between 

brothers Clark 

Gable (left) and 

Robert Ryan 

in 1955’s post–

Civil War era 

Western.

“I don’t know 
how people 

can survive all 
the disasters 

in their lives if 
they don’t have 

any faith.”
— Jane



By BRUCE FRETTS

T
hey call me Mis-
ter Tibbs!” Sidney 
Poitier famously 
declared in 1967’s 
In the Heat of the 
Night, but these 

days, his loved ones use more fa-
miliar names. “Most of us call him 
Papa,” his godson Mike Jordan 
tells Closer. “Every once in a while, 
we joke and call him Big Sid.”

Call him whatever you want — 
having turned 93 on Feb. 20, the 
man is a living legend. “It’s always 
interesting when we go out in pub-
lic, even 2-year-olds who have no 
concept of who he is recognize that 
he is someone,” says Mike. “He’s 
exactly who you think he is — the 
only difference is he curses a little 
more, but it’s very dignified!”

Dignity has been the key to Sid-
ney’s personality from his earliest 
days on Cat Island in the Bahamas. 
He grew up as the youngest of sev-

en children in a tomato-farming 
family. They didn’t have electric-
ity or running water, but Sidney’s 
parents instilled something much 
more valuable in him. “My dad 
was a remarkable man, a good per-
son, a principled individual, a man 
of integrity,” Sidney says. “And my 
mother was the most amazing per-
son. All that I am, she taught me.”

THE DEFIANT ONE
Living in the Bahamas until he was 
15, “I didn’t think about the color 
of my skin,” Sidney says. “Not any 
more than I would have bothered 
to wonder why the sand was white 
or the sky was blue.” But when his 
struggling parents gave him $3 and 
put him on a boat to Miami to live 
with an older brother in the ear-
ly ’40s, Sidney says, “Nothing had 
prepared me to surrender my pride 
and self-regard sufficiently to ac-
cept the humiliations” of racism.

AT 93, THE HOLLYWOOD ICON LOOKS BACK AT OBSTACLES 
HE’S OVERCOME AND BLESSINGS HE’S RECEIVED

&
After he refused to deliver a pack-

age to the back door of a wealthy 
home, the Ku Klux Klan came look-
ing for him. Yet Sidney wasn’t intim-
idated. “Fear, doubt and desperation 
are very real forces,” he says. “And 
there is nothing you can do about 
them except to stand up to them.”

Sidney moved to New York City 
and started working as a dishwash-
er at a restaurant. He saw an ad for 
a theater group and auditioned but 
was rejected due to his thick Ba-
hamian accent. “There’s some-
thing inside me — pride, ego, sense 
of self — that hates to fail at any-
thing,” Sidney says. “So I set out on 
a course of self-improvement.”

With the help of an elderly Jew-
ish waiter, Sidney (who had only 
a year-and-a-half of formal edu-
cation) learned to read. He taught 
himself how to speak proper Eng-
lish by listening to newscasters 
on the radio and repeating what 

GRIT
GRATITUDE

A Life of

STAR STORIES
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…and with second wife Joanna 

Shimkus and their daughters, 

Sydney and Anika, in 2006.

“My family is my 

life force,” says 

Sidney, with 

daughter Beverly 

(top) and other 

descendants at 

his 90th birthday 

party in 2017…



they said. When he returned to the
theater company and auditioned
again, he landed a role — and his
acting career was born. Still, Sid-
ney was determined that “the
work I did would never bring dis-
honor to my father’s name,” so he
turned down roles he didn’t con-
sider sufficiently dignified.

In 1950 — the same year he offi-
cially made his film acting debut as
a principled doctor in No Way Out —
Sidney wed model and dancer Juan-
ita Hardy. “I had faith in myself and
faith in the future — enough of each
to marry a beautiful young girl,” he
says. The first of their four daugh-
ters was born two years later, when
Sidney was still working in a barbe-
cue joint to subsidize his acting ca-
reer. “Times were so tough that I
used to take milk from the restau-
rant home for my kid,” he recalls.

Sidney became Holly wood’s
first black matinee idol, thanks

to hits l i ke Black-
board Jungle and

The Defiant Ones,
and in 1964, he

“I always wanted
to be someone
better the next
day than I was
the day before.”

— Sidney

Roles

of His

Lifetime

NO WAY OUT (1950) “You’re like

a Roman candle,” director Joseph

L. Mankiewicz told Sidney, who

made an incandescent film debut

as a doctor in this melodrama.

LILIES OF THE FIELD (1963) He

became the first black man to win an

Oscar as best actor for portraying a

handyman working with a group of

nuns played by the likes of Lilia Skala.

A RAISIN IN THE SUN (1961) 

Sidney re-created his Broadway 

role opposite Ruby Dee in 

the big-screen adaptation of 

Lorraine Hansberry’s play. 

took home an Academy Award 
for Lilies of the Field. “Sidney 
was so excited — he was running 
around the lobby of the Beverly  
Hills Hotel barefoot, waving his 
Oscar and saying, ‘I won it!’ ” friend 
Budd Burton Moss tells Closer. “It 
was an amazing moment.”

Yet success took a toll on his 
home life. “Fame thrust all these 
opportunities upon him,” says au-
thor Aram Goudsouzian (Sidney 
Poitier: Man, Actor, Icon). “Sexu-
al temptations were a factor in Sid-
ney and Juanita drifting apart.”

The couple separated, and “that 
breakup was a long, painful, scar-
ring period for all concerned,” Sid-
ney says. “Juanita had no interest 
in dismantling the family. She 
knew there was great dissatisfac-
tion on my part, but she was a good 
Catholic girl.” There was an addi-
tional issue: “I was in love with an-
other woman” — Diahann Carroll.

TO HER, WITH LOVE
They had met as co-stars on the set 
of 1959’s Porgy and Bess. “He ex-

uded such sexuality and such com-
manding power that I felt completely 
unmoored by his presence,” Diah-
ann said. She was also married at the 
time and made an agreement with 
Sidney that each would leave their 
spouses. But he kept getting cold 
feet. “There were all these broken 
promises,” Goudsouzian says. “The 
whole saga lasted almost a decade.” 

Diahann and Sidney never wed, 
but he and Juanita divorced in 
1965. Three years later, he fell for 
actress Joanna Shimkus on the 
set of the movie The Lost Man and 
found lasting love. They wed in 

STAR STORIES
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IN THE HEAT OF THE NIGHT (1967)

Sidney called co-starring with Rod

Steiger in this racially charged

mystery, which won a best picture

Oscar, “an illuminating experience.”

SHOOT TO

KILL (1988)

After spending

a decade behind

the camera as a

director, Sidney

returned to big-

screen acting

in this outdoor

adventure that

also featured

Tom Berenger.

(1967) “That was a film 

that touched many lives,” 

Sidney said about the first 

of his three ’67 box-office 

smashes, which cast him as 

an American teaching at an 

inner-city London school.

MARITAL

BLUES
His marriage to Juanita

Hardy (above) ended in

1965 amid what Paris Blues

co-star Diahann Carroll

called her “treacherous

nine-year affair”

with Sidney.

GUESS WHO’S COMING TO DINNER (1967) He 

and Katharine Houghton supported Katharine 

Hepburn and Spencer Tracy (in his final film).

1976 and remain happily together to 
this day. “There is one key ingredi-
ent my wife has helped me to recog-
nize over the years, and that is the 
importance of articulating love for 
one another on a daily basis,” gush-
es Sidney. Adds Joanna, “He is the 
most wonderful, generous, kind, 
honest man with the most integrity 
that I’ve ever known in my life.” 

With Joanna, Sidney had two 
more daughters, Sydney and An-
ika, and he considers his family 
his greatest achievement. “Where 
I’ve invested most in the future of 
this planet,” he says, “is through 
the lives of six talented and intelli-
gent young women, truly beautiful 
human beings, whom I burst with 
pride to call my daughters.”

SHOOT TO THRILL
In the late ’60s, Sidney endured 
a backlash, as some critics com-
plained his idealized roles weren’t 
radical enough to suit the turbu-
lent era. “It was hurtful — it was far 
from the truth, but I understood 
the times,” he said. “I decided I had 

to [reconfigure] my career.” 
He focused on directing films, 
making hits like Uptown Satur-
day Night and Stir Crazy.

Sidney returned to acting 
briefly in the late ’80s and early 
’90s but had trouble finding the 
kind of socially relevant roles 
he’d always sought. “He was very 
picky,” Gregg Champion, who 
directed Sidney’s final two TV 
movies, tells Closer. “But he was 
so kind to everybody on the set.”

He retired from film work nearly 
20 years ago and has spent the time 
since writing books and being with 
his family. “He’s a big softie,” says 
godson Mike. “He’s just hanging 
back and chilling and enjoying his 
grandkids and great-grandkids.”

They all gathered around him to 
celebrate his recent birthday, and 
Sidney couldn’t help but consider 
his legacy. As he says, with typical 
humility, “If I’m remembered for 
having done a few good things, and 
if my presence has sparked some 
good energies, that’s plenty.” 

                   — Reporting by Katie Bruno



It was love

at first

sight when

Warren cast

Annette in

1991’s mob

flickBugsy.
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P
eople said it would 
never last — but as 
Warren Beatty and 
Annette Bening ap-
proach their 28th 
wedding anniversa-

ry, they have proved all the doubt-
ers wrong! “[These] have been the 
most enthralling years of my life, 
with our four fantastic kids,” says 
the reformed playboy. “They nev-
er tire of each other,” adds a friend. 
“Annette still enchants Warren 
and she is still besotted with him.”

Warren, 82, felt the attraction 
immediately when he met An-
nette, 61, for lunch during the cast-
ing of 1991’s Bugsy. It wouldn’t be 
the first time the actor fell for his 

By LOUISE A. BARILE

leading lady — he’d previously ro-
manced Julie Christie of Sham-
poo and Reds’ Diane Keaton — but 
this time was different. “I love her 
and I’m going to marry her,” War-
ren vowed to Bugsy director Barry 
Levinson. Not long after, the cou-
ple wed in a private ceremony on 
March 3, 1992.

FAMILY FIRST
After the children came along — 
they are parents to Stephen, 28, 
Benjamin, 25, Isabel, 23, and Ella, 
19 — both scaled back on work in 
an effort to give their kids a “nor-
mal” upbringing. “It is a burden, I 
think, to have two parents that are 
well-known,” says Warren.

They also tried 
to keep the kids 
out of the lime-

Inside Our 28-Year

LOVE STORY
THE FAMED COUPLE HAVE REACHED A NEW CHAPTER  

IN THEIR LIVES TOGETHER

ANNETTE BENING  
& WARREN BEATTY

light, but when their oldest, born 
Kathlyn, came out as transgen-
der and became Stephen, it made 
headlines. “When I was younger, 
part of me thought I could save my 
children from having to suffer,” ad-
mits Annette, who credits Stephen 
with handling a circumstance 
“that’s very challenging with great 
style and great intelligence.”

Their now adult children con-
tinue to be the light of Warren and 
Annette’s lives, but the couple have 
been enjoying their newly empty 
nest, too. “They love going out for 
dinner, which they rarely did when 
the kids were growing up,” says the 
friend. “They enjoy museums and 
the theater, and they see every film 
they can. They just love being in 
each other’s company.” 

For his part, Warren says that “it 
didn’t really sur-
prise him” when
he fell for his wife.
“I wasn’t trying to
avoid marriage, I
was trying to avoid
divorce,” he says.
“I had no doubt
when I met Annette
that it was time
to get married.”

— Reporting by
Rick Egusquiza

Ella, their youngest, was the last 

to leave home, to study at The 

Juilliard School, a prestigious arts 

conservatory.

The kids made a 

rare appearance in 

2004 when Warren 

was honored by the 

Kennedy Center.
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TRAIN YOUR BRAIN

Unscramble the shaded letters to spell out 
the answer to this week’s trivia question.
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Relax!

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE 

CRYPTOGRAM
A Cryptogram is a deciphering puzzle where one letter stands for another. 

If the letter M represents the letter A, it will do so throughout the puzzle. 

Write your answer in the box over the coded letter. Short words like A, 

AND, THE and I are common. Words may frequently end in E, S, and ING. 

We’ve given you some starting clues at the bottom.

H B S J B Q D S E R H T Z H Z V E

L Q W H A V E Q I V H H K S

V L X Q H S T. Z’ U E V

W B S U Z A H I R H Z B Q D S

Q T V R M B Z Y S Q V L

X B Q H’ A Z E X Q H S T.
KERI RUSSELL

KIEFER SUTHERLAND

KURT RUSSELL

Gu sh

CLUES: Z=I H=T, QUOTE BY JIM GAFFIGAN

bs Ru g

ne t

us ns

Aug un

Yo to Tom



TRAIN YOUR BRAIN

BONUS CROSSWORD
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Relax!

Pisces

Aries

Taurus

Gemini

Cancer

Leo

Virgo

Libra

Scorpio

Sagittarius

Capricorn

Aquarius

August  Rush

Tomtone bs

g    unGuns Yo

“They have nutrition facts on a bottle of water. I’m no chemist  

but I have a rough idea of what’s in water.”

In the ’70s on 

All in the Family



  

Relax!
★★★

CLOSE
R

STAFF

PICKS

Martin’s Just 
Kidding Around

TUNE IN!

Daisy Haggard and 

Martin Freeman with

their TV brood

Jason Segel, 

Eve Lindley 

and Sally Field 

(inset) explore 

Elsewhere.

TUNE IN!

STREAM IT! 

Devs will be 

available on 

FX on Hulu 

March 5



Avengers Assemble!

They’re The Avengers, “Earth’s Mightiest Super-Heroes” banding together 
against some of the universe’s most nefarious supervillains. And whether 
you’re a fan of the vintage Marvel comic books or the modern cinematic 
series, you’re a part of a legion of fans who have cheered on this heroic 
super-team in their mighty quest to save mankind.

 An offi cially licensed Marvel product

 Fully sculpted retro designs are expertly handcrafted and hand-painted

 Fiery illumination adds to the thrilling action of each exciting sculpture

Not available in any store. Reserve your collection today!

Begin your collection with "Iron Man vs. Thanos," which can be yours 
for only $99.99, payable in four easy installments of $24.99 each*, the 
first due before shipment. Subsequent sculptures will each be billed 
separately at the same attractive price and sent about every other month! 
Your advance release of Issue Two will be “Thor vs. Loki.” You may cancel 
at any time and your satisfaction is assured with our best-in-the-business 
365-day guarantee! To acquire yours, send no money now. Simply log on 
or complete and mail the Reservation Application today!

Advance preview of concept art 
for Issue Two

Vintage comic book styling and modern superhero design unite in this officially licensed

illuminated sculpture collection from Hawthorne Village!

BRING THE BATTLE HOME! 

LIGHTS 

UP!

Fiery base and Iron
Man’s repulsor blasts
brilliantly illuminate 

with LED lighting

© 2019 MARVEL © Hawthorne Village 14-02104-001-BIV

bradfordexchange.com/MarvelBattles

YES!

  SEND NO MONEY NOW

RESERVATION APPLICATION



THE INVISIBLE
MAN

BURDEN

“Part of the reason 

why I wanted to 

do it is it’s a really 

feminist story,” 

says Elisabeth.

THE JESUS ROLLS

Claude Rains and 

Gloria Stuart in the 

original 1933 version
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FUN FACT:
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Remington 
Steele  

The
UnXplained  

Seven Worlds,
One Planet  

Flip Wilson…
Of Course  

Saturday
Night Live 

God Friended Me  

When Calls
the Heart 

Bar Rescue  

Secrets of the Zoo:  
Down Under 

Good Girls  

Murdoch
Mysteries  

Better
Call Saul  

Kids Baking
Championships  

The New Pope  

The Black
Experience on Film  

The Resident  

Super Tuesday 
Coverage  

Project
Blue Book  

Miracle Workers:  
Dark Ages  

ALL TIMES EASTERN STANDARD. CHECK ALL LOCAL LISTINGS.



Relax!

Outmatched

The Busch
Family Brewed  

Flipping 101

Carol’s
Second Act  

Better Things

Spenser
Confidential

Amazing
Stories

The Most Dangerous
Animal of All 

Blue Bloods

Volcano Live!  

Chicago Med  

Party of Five  

Tournament
of Champions  

S.W.A.T.  

CATCHTHESE
 ON TV



Relax!GREAT ESCAPE

a government building. “It displays 900
pieces of art, all curated,” says Samantha.
“It’s fantastic and totally free.”

Sweet Souvenir
Local artist Carolyn Barford 
paints these heat-resistant 
tiles with cute critters living 
the good life in Santa Fe.  
$19.95, shopmuseum.org

S

“The Inn of the Five Graces is one of the 
best boutique hotels in the world but very 
high-end,” admits Samantha about her 
favorite place. “But nearby is The Inn at 
Santa Fe. It’s great and more affordable.”

NEW MEXICO’S CAPITAL IS 

CONSIDERED ONE OF THE WORLD’S 

BEST PLACES FOR ART AND 

RELAXATION

SANTA FE
Sensational

Travel Tips
Catch new episodes of 

Samantha Brown’s Places 

to Love on  PBS now!



Save $250

Save $150

Save $40

Complete Set** $279 BEST VALUE!

Here comes the bead...The Murano Fiorato Nuziale Collection 
celebrates the ultimate Italian artform of  

wedding cake beads in genuine Murano from Italy.



GOOD FOOD

1.

2.

3.

4.

Warm,
creamy and so

dreamy!

  NEW

NOTABLE 

FEEL-GREAT MEALS
“I do a sugar 

cleanse every 

30 days or so. 

It gives you 

more energy 

and helps you 

sleep better. 

It’s the diet 

that gives 

me the most 

results.”



Relax!

1.

2.

1.

The toasted quinoa 

gives this treat a 

delectable crunch.

3.

4.

5.

2.

3.

4.

*For peanut sauce: 



FOREVER YOUNG

Even if your pharmacist 

is busy, insist on talking 

to him or her about your 

prescriptions. Then 

examine the medications 

yourself and report any 

errors you may uncover.

HAVE A TALK:

OPEN IT UP: 

BE A PILL:

READ UP: 

GIVE A REPORT: 

5
WAYS TO AVOID    
PHARMACY 

MISTAKES



PRIORITY RESERVATION                                                                                  SEND NO MONEY NOW  

A Superb Value… Satisfaction Guaranteed

Disney Dancing Sweethearts

●

●

Let Dancing Disney Stars Lead the Way to Smiling Faces Every Day!

YES.
Please Respond Promptly



Dennis Franz

David Caruso

James McDaniel

Sherry Stringfield

Amy Brenneman

Nicholas Turturro

CLOSER TO YOU

From Sept. 21, 1993, to March 1, 2005, the cops
at NYC’s 15th Precinct took on crime…and their

own failings, prejudices and shortcomings

NYPD 
BLUE



Relax!
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A

B

C
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C

 3
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 5

A
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C

WON: Hattie McDaniel

PREMIERED: 

The Sound of 

Music Let’s 

start at the very 

beginning.

A very good 

place to start! 

On March 2,  

1965, the 

beloved 

musical starring 

Julie Andrews 

begins raking 

in the do-re-mi 

with its world 

debut at NYC’s 

Rivoli Theatre. 



EXCLUSIVE

INTERVIEW

HEART to heart

how Connie Sellecca helped
him win the fight of his life

OF FAITH

My
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J
ohn Tesh seems like the perfect all-
American guy. Blond, blue-eyed, 
6-foot-6 and built, he rose to fame 
as the co-host of Entertainment 
Tonight from 1986–’96 before 
leaving to earn four gold records 

and two Grammy nominations as a New 
Age musician. But privately, John has faced 
more trials than most: an abusive father, 
homelessness and, most recently, a fight 
with a rare form of prostate cancer that 
nearly killed him. “I’m a pretty emotional 
guy,” John, 67, confesses to Closer. “One 
time when I was suffering mightily, I 
looked my wife in the eyes and said, ‘Will 
you please kill me?’” But his longtime 
love, actress Connie Sellecca, 64, wasn’t 
about to give up on her husband of nearly 
28 years. She gave him the strength to 
keep fighting, and five years since his 
diagnosis, he’s cancer-free. John chronicles 
his remarkable journey in a new memoir, 
Relentless: Unleashing a Life of Purpose, 
Grit, and Faith. “A combination of science, 
surgery and the bond you have with God,” 
he says, “took the cancer out of my body.”

How are you feeling, John?
I’m a crazy person. I’m 67, I was in the gym 
at 4:30 a.m., where I am every day for an 
hour-and-a-half — the oldest guy there.

You have to be an early bird to do that.
You do, and I learned from my school band 
teacher in Garden City [N.Y.], Dr. Wagner, 
to fall in love with the process, not to look 
for trophies or number-one records. If 

you keep doing the same thing every day, 
amazing stuff happens. Unfortunately with 
the suffering I went through with cancer, 
I couldn’t work that process by myself. I 
needed my wife, my [stepson], Gib, and my 
daughter, Prima, with me.

Yet you have accomplished a lot. Have 
you kept in touch with Mary Hart?
I kept in touch with Mary and other ET 
anchors that came before and after me: 
Robb Weller, Bob Goen and Mark Steines. 
We’ll have lunch every now and then. 

Any cool interviews you recall?
I didn’t do many. As part of my contract, 
I wanted to be able to leave at 1 p.m. to 
record music, and I was working on Howie 
Mandel’s cartoon show [Bobby’s World] 
for five years. But I did do most of the 
musician interviews: Elton John, Sting, 
Peter Gabriel, Henry Mancini. Eric Clapton 
was definitely a standout, how nice and 
generous he was in the interview.

Why did you leave the show?
ET didn’t start till I was about 35. I’d had a 
career in music and TV for 15 years before 
then. When I was 19 I had a [TV] job in Ra-
leigh, North Carolina , then Orlando, Flor-
ida, then I was a news reporter in Nashville 
at 21. When I was 23, I was a correspondent 
for CBS News in New York City, the young-
est reporter on the team, then lived in Eu-
rope for six years working for CBS network 

John and Mary Hart manned 

the Entertainment Tonight 

anchor desk from 1986–’96.

With Connie and their daughter, 

Prima, in LA in 2008

CLOSERWEEKLY.COM 45



HEART to heart
sports. Somebody found a tape of me an-
choring the news in Nashville and said, “Hey,
would you like to come to Hollywood, pursue
your music and work only four hours a day?”
That was ET. So when the Red Rocks concert
[CD and PBS special] debuted in 1995, I went
from selling maybe 150 albums a month to
50,000 and left TV to just focus on my music.

How would you describe your fan base?
Our live audience is women 45-plus who
have dragged their husband or boyfriend
to a John Tesh concert. [Laughs] 

You’re touring now, and Connie directed
your new music special, John Tesh: Songs
& Stories from the Grand Piano, airing on
PBS this year. How did you two meet?
In the gym in 1991. She was the only other
person there and said, “John Tesh? Is that
you?” I asked her out and she said yes, but
I chickened out and never showed up. I was
so taken by her beauty, I talked myself out
of it: “Who am I to date a Hollywood star?”

Bad move, John!
A week later it hit me that I just ruined my
life by not showing up, so I carpet-bombed
her phone. She was very mad. I finally went
on a radio show and got a friend to schedule
Connie for an interview. He asked her out
for me, she gave me another chance, and five
hours and four months after our first date,
we were engaged! Four months after that,
we were married. It’s 28 years in April.

John made a

cameo as a Klingon warrior on

Star Trek: The Next Generation

in 1989.

John

covered the 1996 Summer 

Olympics (top), and his 

sports themes have been 

used in the 1992 Summer 

Olympics broadcast.

His Live at Red Rocks 

concert CD and PBS 

special from the 

famed Colorado 

amphitheater were big 

hits when they were 

The caption 

next to John’s 1970 

yearbook pic from Long 

Island, N.Y.’s Garden City 

High jokingly says “Tall…. 

Ambassador to Sweden.”

You’ve talked about not having
sex before the wedding. 
As you could imagine, it wasn’t
my idea. But she figured, because
we’d both been married before,
why don’t we take this part 
slowly? Gib and his wife are
married for 14 years and they did the
same thing. I’m taking credit!

Ha! Are you a grandpa?
My grandkids [with Gib] are two girls and
a boy —8, 6 and 3 — and we just had them
over last night. Gib is 38, an actor who 
does films and performs with us live and 
on our show. Prima’s 25, and she’s the lead 
instructor of a Pure Barre franchise.

You talk in the memoir about your rough 
childhood. What happened?
My dad was a retired naval officer, and 
when he came back from World War II, he 
had PTSD and struggled with alcohol. I had 
two older sisters and they got into some 
heavy arguments. It got physically abusive. 
When I entered junior high, both my par-
ents got sober. My dad enrolled me in North 
Carolina State University in textile chem-
istry, and when I wanted to change my ma-
jor to communications, they wouldn’t allow 
it, so I signed my professor’s name. They 
suspended me, my dad kicked me out of the 
family, and I ended up in a North Carolina  
park in a pup tent for about five months, 
working construction and pumping gas. 

GOOD ADVICE
“When you face something  

like this, have an advocate,” 

John says of his cancer battle. 

“My wife stopped everything to 

become an expert on prostate 

cancer. It’s important to have 

someone who knows what’s in 

your heart, mind and the  

MRI machine.”
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John began
writing his new memoir,
Relentless, in the middle
of his cancer battle. “It
was supposed to take six
months, but it took two-
and-a-half years,” he says.

Connie was
side throughout his cancer battle, which 
lasted from 2015 to January 2018. In addi-
tion to conventional therapies, they used 
a “practice called ‘divine healing,’ where 
you speak Scriptures into your body.  
God wants you to be in good health.”

It wasn’t until I begged my way into a radio
station that my life began to change.

Then your cancer battle came in 2015…
I had two major surgeries, then chemo, 
then took a drug that sucks all the 
testosterone out of you. You go through 
menopause, night sweats, can’t eat or sleep, 
and the cancer kept coming back. During 
that time, we discovered Scriptures in the 
Bible related to healing that we started 
studying. I began to get well, and then they 
found three or four spots and wanted to 
irradiate my pelvis with 62 treatments. 
[That’s when] we realized I was done with 
treatment. That was two years ago, and all 
the markers indicate there’s no cancer in 
my body. 

Wonderful! It’s been quite a journey.
My dad [died of cancer] when I was 30. Both 
of my sisters died of cancer, and my mother, 
so I was worried about “catching cancer” 
my whole life. It’s my feeling that that worry 
contributed to manifesting my cancer. And 
now having the obligation of the cure, we go 
into hospitals, lay hands on the sick. It’s 
my life. — Reporting by Diana Cooper

“The more I learn, the 
more I realize there’s 

so much more.”
— John

John, Connie and her son, 
Gib Gerard (son of star Gil Gerard), co-host 
the Intelligence for Your Life podcast/radio 
show on health, dating and more.

CLOSERWEEKLY.COM 47



&

T
he intensity of Luke Bry-
an’s gaze has unnerved
some American Idol con-
testants this season, but
they shouldn’t worry so
much. “My concentra-

tion face — it’s not a pleasant look,” admits
Luke, who in spite of his serious expres-
sion is rooting hard for these young sing-
ers to succeed.

Several times this season, the difficult
lives of the contestants or what they have
had to overcome has touched this Nashville
performer’s heart. “I see myself in some
of these kids,” admits Luke, 43, whose me-
teoric rise to country music stardom was
tempered by the loss of three close family
members. On Idol, Luke says he feels ob-
ligated to “help [the contestants] through
their struggles, every chance I can.”

When he joined the judges’ table in 2018,
Luke didn’t expect to feel so much emo-
tion. “I didn’t realize when I signed up that
I would lie in bed at night wondering about
these kids and praying for their well-be-
ing,” confides the star, adding that he be-
lieves competing on American Idol can help
contestants channel their sorrows. “If these
kids deal with loss, this is an outlet for them
to have something positive,” he says. “It’s a
way to help their families heal.”

Luke knows the value of this from hard
experience. More than two decades ago,
just as his music career was heating up,
Luke’s older brother, Chris, was killed in

Healing
Heartbreak

THE AMERICAN IDOL JUDGE USES

LESSONS FROM HIS OWN PAINFUL PAST

TO HELP OTHERS

MUSIC NOTES

a car accident. He lost his sister, Kelly, in 
2007, followed by her husband, Ben Lee 
Cheshire, in 2014. The couple left behind 
three children whom Luke and his wife, 
Caroline, brought into their household. 

Through it all, Luke’s had to lean hard on 
his faith. “You have to wake up every day 
and go, ‘I’ve had unfortunate things in my 
life, but I just have to trust that that’s how 
God would have it,’ ” Luke says. “That’s 
how I cope. Sometimes I cope well, but 
sometimes life [still] gets me down.”

FAMILY TIES
Luke’s success in music has also helped 
salve his wounds. “My career has been a 
bright spot. I try to keep it real and appre-
ciate every day and where I am,” he says. 
“My family and I have had so many won-
derful moments because of my success.”

Luke admits he couldn’t have done it 
alone. He remains indebted to Car-
oline, his wife of 13 years, who 
has held down the fort and 
allowed him to chase his 
dreams. “W hen we 
first got married, she 
was the breadwin-
ner,” he admits.

S i n c e  t h e n , 
Caroline’s been
a hands-on mom
to their sons, Bo,
11, and Tate, 9,
and a caring aunt

LUKE BRYAN

Unlike some 

previous Idol 

judges, Lionel 

Richie, Katy Perry 

and Luke get 

along well.
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to Jordan, Til and Kris Cheshire, the chil-

dren of Luke’s late sister. “Just the logistics 

of her having to talk to five children a day, 

it’s amazing,” says Luke. “It’s a big sacrifice 

being the spouse of someone in entertain-

ment. She’s amazing support because we 

earned it together.”

As for himself, Luke never expect-

ed to become a role model. Yet his abil-

ity to transcend his life’s tragedies, his

accomplishments in music and the heart-

felt guidance he offers to American Idol’s

contestants have allowed his good heart

to shine. “I’ve learned that there are many

struggles that kids are going through these

days,” Luke says. “I just relish the oppor-

tunity to mentor them and help them

through this crazy journey.”

— Louise A. Barile, with reporting by
Amanda Champagne Meadows

Luke (middle) 

grew up 

very close to 

siblings Kelly 

and Chris.

Luke and Caroline, with sons Bo and Tate, 

welcomed the singer’s nieces and nephew 

into their home after their parents’ deaths.
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O
n March 28, Reba McEn-
tire will celebrate a big 
birthday at a concert in 
Toledo, Ohio. “I haven’t 
done a tour in a long time,” 
says Reba, who’s promot-

ing Stronger Than the Truth, her 33rd al-
bum. “We thought it was time to get out 
there and perform for the fans who have 
been so loyal these past 43 years.”

On the cusp of turning 65, the fiery singer 
from Oklahoma has lost none of her energy 
or enthusiasm for life. “I think it’s very im-
portant to be of a good mental attitude,” says 
the newly single star, who remains open to 
new romance. “She loves companionship 
and has such a loving heart,” adds a friend.

But Reba is no longer willing to com-
promise her dreams just to keep a man. 
Her recent romance with Anthony “Skee-
ter” Lasuzzo flamed out because “he is re-
tired and likes to live a simple life,” says the 
friend, and Reba is still eager to work: “Just 
to be still — that’s the hardest thing in the 
world for me. I don’t like to be bored.” 

THE HEART WON’T LIE
It’s not the first time Reba has bounced 
back from heartache. “I survived divorce,” 
Reba says today, adding that she remains 
grateful for her many blessings. “I’m hav-

ing more time to spend with my immedi-
ate family. Even though [there have been] a
lot of lows, I’ve had a great decade.”

And things are only getting better! “I’ve
got a lot of irons in my fire,” says Reba, who
has live performances scheduled through
the end of 2020 as well as a podcast on Spo-
tify and a Reba clothing line at Dillard’s.

Surrounded by supportive friends and
loving family, Reba doesn’t feel like she’s
missing anything. “She isn’t afraid to
be alone because she’s never lonely,” ex-
plains the friend, who adds that a new
love would only add to Reba’s already hap-
py life, not complete it. “What’s past is
past,” Reba says. “And then the future,
that’s tomorrow.”  — Louise A. Barile

THE
QUEEN OF
COUNTRY

MUSIC ON
WHY SHE

WILL NEVER
GIVE UP

ON LOVE

Over at
Starting

65

“I try to follow 
my heart, to 

follow my gut, 
which is what 

I call God 
telling me 

what to do.”
— Reba

NEXT CHAPTER
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Complete and clip this form, then mail to HDIS at the address below or call toll-free 1-800-403-3046

Worry less.
Do more.™

AND SAVE!
ONLY

$7.95
per bag delivered

BONUS! FREE Sample 
Pack with up to 10 FREE 

valuable samples!

Softer
Feel &
Better

Fit!

Leakage-Guard™ 
inner leg cuff s!

BONUS!

Mail to:
HDIS - Reassure® Offer
9385 Dielman Ind. Drive
Olivette, MO 63132

Please choose ONE of the following bags:

Reassure® Underwear for Women

Reassure® Underwear for Men

Reassure® Pads

BONUS!✔

©2020, HDIS

Not available in Alaska or Hawaii.
Ship to address (No Post Office Boxes, please):
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Street Address ______________________________________
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 What brand are you currently using?

Payment Options (check one):
Check or money order enclosed (Payable to HDIS)

Bill my: MasterCard® Visa® Discover® American Express®

Signature_____________________________________

Card Number Exp. Date

( )

/ /

Depend and Poise logos are registered trademarks of Kimberly-Clark
Worldwide, Inc. Reassure is a registered trademark of Reassure, LLC.

Leakage-Guard and Worry Less. Do More. are trademarks of Reassure, LLC.

Off er expires 11/30/2020. Good only at HDIS.

Grand Total Due $7.95 
Limit one trial bag per household.

New customers only. 
Off er subject to change.

Tax included where applicable.



O
ne of Flip Wilson’s catch-

phrases on his hit ’70s va-

riety show was “What 

you see is what you get!” 

But that wasn’t always 

the case with Flip. View-

ers saw a happy-go-lucky funnyman, but off 

camera, he was a deeply tortured soul. 

“Flip was always haunted by his child-

hood,” Kevin Cook, author of Flip: The In-
side Story of TV’s First Black Superstar, 

tells Closer. “He was looking for some sort 

of belonging his whole life.” Born to an im-

poverished family in Jersey City, N.J., Flip

was abandoned by his mom when he was 7

and put into foster care by his dad. He act-

ed out and ended up in juvenile detention. 

At 16, Flip lied about his age and joined the 

Air Force, where he found his calling by 

entertaining his fellow troops. After hon-

ing his act in nightclubs, he became a star 

with The Flip Wilson Show from 1970 to 

1974. “My main point is to be funny,” he 

said. “If I can slip a message in there, fine.”

WHEN YOU’RE HOT…
His comedy may not have been topical, but 

Flip was quietly revolutionary. “A show 

hosted by a black had never been accept-

ed,” he said. “I may have been the first 

black in the house” for some white viewers.

Flip stepped away from the spotlight in 

the ’80s to focus on his five kids: “I accom-

plished what I set out to do — I wanted the 

whole cookie, and I got it. Now I want to 

spend more time with my children, make 

sure they don’t go through what I did.”

At that, Flip succeeded. “He was won-

derful as a father,” son Kevin Wilson tells 

Closer. “He really wanted to raise us as 

normally as possible. We weren’t spoiled 

like a lot of my friends were.”

In his later years, Flip battled drug 

problems, and he died of liver cancer at 

64 in 1998. But his fans, friends and fam-

ily members have never forgotten him. 

“It’s nice to look back and see how be-

loved he was,” says Cook. “At the height 

of his popularity, it really meant a lot to 

him.” Adds Kevin, “He was very proud of 

everything he accomplished in life. I have 

such great memories.”     — Bruce Fretts, 
 with reporting by Katie Bruno

THE COMIC

SUPERSTAR

BATTLED

DEMONS

THROUGH

HIS LIFE BUT

LEFT BEHIND

A LEGACY OF

LAUGHTER

LOOK BACK

Flip’s most 

popular 

character 

was 

Geraldine, 

seen here 

with guest 

star Carol 

Channing 

in a 1971 

sketch.

FLIP WILSON

His Life Was
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Shown larger than 
approximate size of 4½" high

Handcraft ed by master artisans with remarkable detail!

Request your FREE Preview today!

A “purr-ecious” fi rst honors the 
steadfast loyalty of the Marines!

YES!

SEND NO MONEY NOW!

9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, Illinois  60714-1300

LIKE US ON



FASHION MAVEN

flowing maxidresses to cool
separates, the Marriage Story 

star’s wardrobe showcases a 
youthful edge!

Style
the

of
LAURA DERN

TEN79LA crystal  
drop earrings, $40, 

nordstrom.com
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 B-Low The Belt 
Bri Bri belt, $138, 

b-lowthebelt.com

H&M 
long 
tiered 
dress, 
$50, 
hm.com



 Mango flowy 
palazzo trousers, 
$60, mango.com 

Steve Madden 
Via in Red 

Patent, $143, 
stevemadden.com

Now only $54.40



JENNIFER GARNER

Beaut
Use with

liquid, cream

and powders!

CARE TIP

If your skin is on the dry

side, opt for a hydrating 

creamy formula. Powder 

blush works well for those 

with oily complexions 

because it helps to 

absorb shine. 
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Blush

 Neutrogena 
Healthy Skin 

Blush in Vibrant 
(20), $9, 

neutrogena.com 

 Maybelline New York 
Cheek Heat Gel-Cream 
Blush in Nude Burn, $8, 

maybelline.com 

 L’Oréal Paris Age 
Perfect Radiant 

Satin Blush in 420 
Marigold, $13, 

lorealparisusa.com 

 Physicians 
Formula Natural 
Defense Triple 
Defense Multicolor 
Stick SPF 20 in 
Natural Rose, $11, 
physiciansformula 
.com 

 Mary Kay 
Cheek Brush, $14, 

marykay.com 



y!Create a youthful makeup
finish by blending rouge
onto apples of cheeks

Bob was so happy and pain free with
my latest find, he took me to a very
expensive restaurant as a thank you...

UPDATE: If you’ve read my last report, you’ll
remember that while on vacation in Florida
with my husband we fell in love with APR
with CBD Oil made by Florida’s Best. So of
course we returned. This small family owned
business creates all natural health care,
pain relief, and skin care products made from
essential oils that James Toler, the
founder of the company, has imported 
from all over the world for their very 
unusual and most beneficial pain          
relief and health qualities. 

This morning I woke up with sore
muscles and Bob’s arthritis was acting up,
so imagine our luck when they had just what
we needed: APR (Arthritis Pain Relief).
No wonder it’s their best seller... Just a dab of this liniment and
we were both back in the game! And don’t let the name fool
you; it also helps with colds, hay fever, bug bites, cuts, burns,
eczema, psoriasis, shingles, headaches and more.

At Florida’s Best, James and his two sons also produce Diabetic
Foot Rub (stay tuned!), Migraine Buster and too many to list
here. Give Jim, James or Chris a call.

For catalog and prices go to their website

FloridasBest.com or call Jim, Chris or James Jr. at

1-800-735-8912 tell them Jeanie sent you

(APR... was a lucky pain relieving
discovery ) and I got me a great thank
you dinner from Bob too!
Jeanie Milddleton to be continued...

APR comes in many

sizes to fit your needs,

16 oz., 8oz., 4oz., and

1 oz. tub.

I’m proud of my find

A pain free dining out experiance thanks to Florida’s Best

shing

 Burt’s 
Bees Blush 
Makeup 
in Bare 
Peach, $10, 
burtsbees 
.com 

 Pixi 
by Petra 
On-the-
Glow Blush 
Fleur, $18, 
target.com



MY LIFE IN

1984 UNDER 

FIRE By the 

time Drew 

starred in the adaptation 

of Stephen King’s 

Firestarter, her life was 

already becoming a 

horror story. “I tried 

alcohol when I was 9, 

started smoking 

marijuana when I was 

10, and when I was 12, I 

took cocaine.” Yet, she 

said, “I never went all 

the way into darkness. 

There were so many 

things I could have  

done that would have 

pushed me over the 

edge and I just knew  

not to go there.”

“I’M CERTAINLY not known for being boring,” quipped Drew Blythe 

Barrymore, who grew up a scion of an acting dynasty — but whose 

sudden rush of fame with E.T. at age 7 and a home life revolving around 

an absentee father and a mother who was “more like my best friend” 

led to rehab, gossip fodder as well as emancipation and estrangement 

from her family. “But you know what’s exciting? I got my s--- over with 

at, like, 14. Like, midlife crisis, institutionalized, blacklisted, no family, 

like, got it done.” And, a well-known flash of David Letterman aside, 

she’s rebuffed the spotlight and seemingly found herself — settling into 

her role as actress as well as producer, entrepreneur and mother to her 

two daughters with third husband Will Kopelman, Olive and Frankie. 

“They’ve made me such a calmer, better person,” shared Drew, who 

turned 45 on Feb. 22. “I’ll never take the tone with them of work is 

bad, my past is bad, life is bad. This is the adventure and journey 

we’re on, but you have to be nice…and safe.”

1
1982 EXTRA CARE After finding 

sudden fame with the hit E.T. the Extra-

Terrestrial, Drew credits its director, 

Steven Spielberg (who’s also her godfather), 

with giving her “a sense of hope and humanity 

because I really was a little bit scared and lost 

as a kid…he was the person who sort of made 

me feel like everything’s going to be okay.”

“We’re dealt the 
cards we’re dealt 
with in life and 
it’s up to us on 

how we want to 
play them.” 

— Drew
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2007 HEART STRINGS “People 

should be full of romance and 

poetry and chivalry,” confessed 

Drew, who’s embraced doing rom-coms 

such as Music and Lyrics (with Hugh Grant). 

“Love stories have their ‘it’s not going to 

work’ moment just like we have in real life 

all the time, but I think it’s nice to stay sort 

of striving for the ultimate romance. What 

are we supposed to do, throw in the towel?” 

1995 SIDE NOTES As Drew

moved on to more mature

roles such as Boys on the Side,

she felt, “I’m an adult and I’m a child.

They go in and out. I get to be a kid

now because I wasn’t a kid when I was

supposed to be one. But in some ways,

I’m an old woman — lived it, seen it,

done it, been there, have the T-shirt.”

1992 PICK 

YOUR 

POISON  

“I knew this movie was 

going to do exactly 

what I wanted it to do 

for me,” explained 

Drew of taking on the 

part of teen temptress 

in Poison Ivy. “Being  

a child actor, the last 

thing anyone will 

associate you with is 

sex. I had this vision  

of coming in with a 

bang. I had a vision 

of me being like  

Lolita. I wanted 

something crazy that 

no one would expect 

out of me.”

1998 SWEAR BY HIM “He was

hot s--- and he believed in me,”

she gushed of Adam Sandler,

who cast her in The Wedding Singer, their

first of three movies. “My character was

someone I really wanted to be…someone

who used that great, green Herbal Essence

shampoo in the ’80s and smelled good

and was a clean, pretty, great f---ing girl.”

2009 GREY AREA “I’ve always 

brought my own emotions and 

experience, whether that be pain or 

joy, to the characters that I play,” admitted 

Drew of the mother-daughter dynamic in 

TV’s Grey Gardens (with Jessica Lange). 

“And this was unique because the anguish 

that I feel over the relationship with my own 

mother is incredibly intense.”

1996 SCREAM TIME For the slasher 

hit Scream, she passed on the lead 

to play victim number one because 

“it was my favorite scene in the movie! I’ve 

never, ever, ever had to cry that much [and 

be] on the verge of like passing out because 

of lack of breath and fear and anxiety and 

tears and hysteria, and to be in that state for 

five days was a total blast. It was wild.”

2000 GIRL POWER “We were  

like magnets the way we stuck 

together and got along so well,” 

she said of her Charlie’s Angels co-stars 

Lucy Liu and Cameron Diaz. “[In films]  

I’ve always liked when girls like each other 

and there’s a lack of a backstabby, catty 

competitiveness. One person is very 

powerful, but a team is sort of unstoppable. 

I like women who empower each other.” 

2017

MEATY 

ROLE After 

her most recent 

divorce, she didn’t 

bite at being a 

zombie on TV’s 

Santa Clarita Diet at 

first. “It taught me 

a valuable life 

lesson. Sometimes 

when you think 

something is the 

worst timing and 

the worst idea, it 

can actually 

become a thing 

that saves you  

and pulls you  

out and gives  

you a new focus.”
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Annie Hall Style
With a white shirt, vest and

baggy trousers, Blake Lively

seemed to be doing an

impression of Diane Keaton

on a recent outing. In 1977,

Diane’s layered Ralph Lauren

ensembles in the film Annie

Hall made her a fashion

“influencer.” “It was the

way I normally dressed,”

explains Diane, who was

given carte blanche to

wear whatever she wanted

by director Woody Allen.

Singer in
Shades
Time stood still when

a sunglasses-wearing

Debbie Harry took the

stage at a New York

Fashion Week event. 

The Blondie singer 

confesses that “the 

big black sunglasses” 

have always been an 

essential part of her 

rock star style.

Now
Kristen Wiig

1974 
Barbra Streisand

1978 Now

Now
Blake 

Lively

1977 
Diane 

Keaton

Now
Harrison Ford

1935 
Clark Gable



You can’t always lie down in bed and
sleep. Heartburn, cardiac problems,
hip or back aches – and dozens of other
ailments and worries. Those are the nights
you’d give anything for a comfortable chair to
sleep in: one that reclines to exactly the right
degree, raises your feet and legs just where
you want them, supports your head and
shoulders properly, and operates at the touch
of a button.

Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does all that
and more. More than a chair or recliner,
it’s designed to provide total comfort.
Choose your preferred heat and
massage settings, for hours of soothing
relaxation. Reading or watching TV?
Our chair’s recline technology allows you
to pause the chair in an infinite number
of settings. And best of all, it features a
powerful lift mechanism that tilts the entire
chair forward, making it easy to stand. You’ll

love the other benefits, too. It helps with
correct spinal alignment and promotes back 
pressure relief, to prevent back and muscle 
pain. The overstuffed, oversized biscuit style 
back and unique seat design will cradle you 
in comfort. Generously filled, wide armrests 
provide enhanced arm support when sitting 
or reclining. It even has a battery backup 
in case of a power outage.

White glove delivery included in shipping 
charge. Professionals will deliver the chair to 
the exact spot in your home where you want 
it, unpack it, inspect it, test it, position it,
and even carry the packaging away! You
get your choice of stain and water repellent 
custom-manufactured Duralux with the classic 
leather look or plush microfiber in a variety of 
colors to fit any decor. Call now!

The Perfect Sleep Chair®

1-888-827-7671
Please mention code 112709 when ordering.

“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair. 
To me, it’s the best sleep chair I’ve ever had.” 

NEW
 Footrest extension 
for better support 

head to toe

REMOTE-CONTROLLED 
EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO 

A STAND-ASSIST POSITION

Because each Perfect Sleep Chair is a custom-made bedding product, we can only accept returns on chairs that are damaged or defective.

© 2020 fi rstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc.

Long Lasting DuraLux
Tan Chocolate Bur und  Blue

DuraLux II Microfi ber
Burgundy Cashmere  Chocolate Indigo
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