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School
shuts as
first case
of virus
detected

the four affected areas in
northern Italy, had event-
uated from a school trip.

The patient is now receiv-
ing appropriate medical care
at a hospital in Dublin.

Dr Holohan said all pupils
and teachers at the school
had been asked to restrict
their movements until the
end of the incubation period.

John Cuddihy, director of
the Health Protection Sur-
veillance Centre, said they
should “avoid social gather-
ings and crowded settings”.

“They shouldn’t go to
school or work or sporting
events, and they should try
to avoid contact with vulner-
able groups as well,” he said.

Dr Holohan said the deci-
sion to lock down the school
does not affect any other in-
stitutions. He said the situ-
ation is not of sufficient sig-
nificance to move Ireland
from the containment stage
regarding Covid-19 into the
mitigation stage.

“That decision will depend
on a significant number of
cases arising in the commu-
nity and community trans-
mission occurring,” he said.

Over the course of the next
two weeks, each individual
affected will receive a text
each day from the HSE, ask-
ing them whether they still
feel well, or if they have
begun to develop symptoms
of the virus.

Health Minister Simon
Harris last night underlined
this advice, saying: “It is im-
portant that people continue
to follow the advice of our
public health doctors who
decided, following risk as-
sessment, that it was best to
close the school as a pre-
cautionary measure.

“As the chief medical of-
ficer has said, other schools
should continue to stay open
and follow the advice of the
HSE in this regard.

“I know this can be a very
concerning time for parents
but it is important to listen to
the doctors. If you have any
concerns, please contact
your GP or the HSE.”

Dr Holohan confirmed
that contact tracing for the
other conf irmed case of
Covid-19 on the island as a
whole, a woman based in
Belfast, had been completed,
and no further quarantine
steps had been taken.

News: 3
Opinion: 10

Business: 17

■ HSE to monitor students and staff
of Dublin school for 14-day isolation

Cianan Brennan

A secondary school on the
northside of Dublin has been
closed for 14 days on foot of
the first confirmed case of
coronavirus in the Republic
of Ireland.

Scoil Chaitríona, a school
of several hundred pupils in
Glasnevin, will be shut for
the duration of the virus’s in-
cubation period, the Depart-
ment of Health has said.

While the department’s
chief medical officer, Tony
Holohan, declined to name
any specifics regarding the
school yesterday, a letter
from the HSE to parents of
children at the school emerg-
ed in the immediate after-
math of that briefing.

Marcella Nic Niallaigh,
principal of Scoil Mobhi, the
feeder primary school to
Scoil Chaitríona, last night
told parents by text: “Scoil
Chaitríona has confirmed it
is closing for two weeks as a
precautionary measure.

“I want to reassure you all
that I’m seeking direction
from the HSE and the De-
partment of Education, and I
will revert back to you all as
soon as possible.”

The school will remain
closed until March 16, with
all students and staff being
treated as possible contacts
of the confirmed patient.

The first confirmed case in
the Republic of Ireland of
Covid-19 — the technical
name for the coronavirus
which has killed nearly 3,000
people worldwide — was re-
ported on Saturday evening,
involving a male in the east
of the country who had re-
cently returned to Ireland
from one of four areas in
northern Italy which have
been deemed to be high risk.

Mr Holohan said contact-
tracing following the con-
firmed case raised a connec-
tion with a secondary school
in the east of the country.

The Department of Edu-
cation said it is “available to
assist the school in any way
necessary”.

“The closing of this school
was a decision made on pub-
lic health grounds after risk
assessment deemed it appro-
priate. All other schools will
remain open,” said a spokes-
person for the department.

It could not be confirmed
whether the initial contact
with the virus, which re-
sulted from a trip to one of

Paedophile worked with kids despite concerns
The report summary out-

lined how the concerns could
have been better dealt with,
and said staf f found it
difficult to stand over their
concerns due to Professional
Accommodation Syndrome.

“The review found that no
one person had a firm grip of
the matter and this led to the
confusion and delays,” it
said. “The plethora of delays
is a striking feature through-
out the case.”

When contacted , the
Department of Children and
Youth Affairs said it was not
in a position to provide a
response at that time, but
would address the issue
today.
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the employer was informed
of allegation [sic] relating to
a period prior to taking up
his present employment.

“The amount of time and
energy devoted to the micro-
management of this case by
the Department [of Edu-
cation] was unnecessary and
unhelpful.

“By involving legal advice
from the AG’s office, the pro-
cess was slowed down which
created delay and confusion.
This was compounded by the
numerous number of staff
changes during the period.

“Where there is no clear-
cut allegation, just a series of
concerns, then the concept of
grooming behaviour must be
considered.”

while teaching in Cork,
shows there were concerns
while he was working in
Finglas.

It emerged that Bryan had
been suspended twice in the
early to mid-2000s, but on
both occasions took legal ac-
tions against his employers
to force his return to work—
firstly against the board of
the centre, and secondly
against the HSE after it had
assumed authority over the
facility.

A summary of the inde-
pendent review, written for
the department and the IYJS
by child welfare consultant
Kieran McGrath, suggested
the process became a legal
quagmire which proved
“costly” for the State and
with Bryan ultimately re-
suming the role of child pro-
tection officer at the centre.

That summary said: “This
person held a management
position within the organi-
sation and during a period of
c 15 years ‘concerns’ had
been raised at various times.

“The catalogue of con-
cerns culminated in the staff
member being placed on ad-
ministrative leave pending
further investigation.

“The investigative process
extended over a protracted
period of time which re-
sulted in the High Court or-
dering that the suspension
be lifted. Some six years later

teacher in the secondary
school.

However, between 1994
and 2010, he worked at what
became Finglas Child and
Adolescent Centre in Dublin
— a forerunner to the pres-
ent day Oberstown facility.

Initially a teacher, Bryan
was promoted to deputy
director and also served as
chaplain at the facility, des-
pite twice being suspended
over concerns about his
behaviour.

However, an unpublished
report, commissioned by the
Department of Children and
Youth Affairs and the Irish
Youth Justice Service (IYJS)
and sparked by his initial
2013 conviction for offences

Noel Baker
Social Affairs Correspondent

An unpublished report has
criticised the role of a gov-
ernment department in the
case of a former Christian
Brother — since convicted
three times for sex offences
against children — who con-
tinued to work at a centre for
young offenders.

Edward Bryan, 67, was
jailed for a third time last
month after pleading guilty
to the indecent assault of a
teenage boy while he was a
teacher at the North Monas-
tery in Cork City almost four
decades ago.

It was his third conviction
relating to his time as a

Edward Bryan, former Christian Brother at Cork’s North Mon, who
has been convicted three times of sex offences against children.

Fly a kite

A 33mdrawing of a red kite by renowned Irish sand artist Sean Corcoran at Killmurin Beach, CoWaterford, to celebrate St David’s Day and the first everWalesWeek in
Ireland (March9-13).Welsh sandartistMarc Treanor simultaneously createda sanddrawingof the redkite, often considered thenational bird ofWales, onWhitesands
Bay to represent Irish andWelsh cultural connections. Picture: Naoise Culhane
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Hassan Bal: Pleaded guilty to
providing funding for IS.

SeánMcCárthaigh

Almost 24,000 suspected
cases of money laundering
or terrorist financing were
reported in 2018.

Figures from the Depart-
ment of Justice show a total
of 23,939 reports of suspi-
cious financial transactions
weremade to gardaí in 2018
—adecreaseofalmost2%on
the previous year.

Asmallernumberof cases
—23,442—were reported to
Revenue, despite the
requirement to notify both
the tax authorities and Rev-
enue of all suspect activity.

The latest annual report
on money laundering and
terrorist financing indicates
that over 80% of cases re-
ported to Revenue con-
cerned tax-related offences.

Revenue said information
generated fromsuch reports
had resulted in an addi-
tional tax yield of €4.7m.

Criminal proceedings re-
sulted in 73 individuals
being charged with 284
money laundering offences
during 2018. A total of 28
individuals were convicted

of 130 money-laundering
offences — up from 11 indi-
viduals in 2017 —while one
person was convicted of two
terrorist financing offences.

Hassan Bal, 26, was jailed
for two and a half years at
Waterford Circuit Criminal
Court after pleading guilty
to providing and attempting
to provide funding for Is-
lamic State.

In 2018, the Criminal As-
sets Bureau also secured
court orders freezing 85
bank accounts and obtained
a total of 228 orders over
assets valued at €14.4m
which were suspected of

being the proceeds of crime
such as drug-trafficking,
fraud, and smuggling.

The quality of in-
formation submitted in the
reports of suspicious activ-
ity improved during 2018
following the acquisition of
new software, the depart-
ment stated.

While money laundering
and terrorist financing
differ in many ways, the
report said they often ex-
ploited the same vulnerabil-
ities in financial systems.

It said legislation to tackle
the issue was strengthened
in 2018 by a law which put
further obligations on finan-
cial institutions to carry out
due diligence on customers
and report suspicious trans-
actions, while also giving
more powers to the Garda
Financial Intelligence Unit.

The unit is staffed by 11
Garda analysts and six ad-
ministrative staff.

The changes also placed
reportingresponsibilitieson
other businesses, including
solicitors and accountancy
firms, property service pro-
viders, and gambling clubs.

24k money laundering and
terror financingcases in2018
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Kelly: Rent
freezes
legally
possible
JunoMcEnroe
Political Correspondent

Labour leader hopeful Alan
Kelly has rubbished claims
that freezing rents is uncon-
stitutional and released
previously undisclosed
government advice which
supported a temporary stop
to landlord rate hikes.

Citing “key advice” he re-
ceived as housing minister
with the Fine Gael-Labour
coalition, he said: “A nation-
wide rent freeze is entirely
constitutional. There is no
doubt about this legally. It
can be done through extend-
ing the period under which
rent reviews are possible,
preventing rent increases for
tenants in future.

“The legal advice I was
given as housing minister in
2015 by both the then
attorney general and senior
counsel proves this beyond
doubt. It can be done as a
temporary measure.”

He said the advice, from
then-attorney general Maire
Whelan, would help parties
decide after fresh debate
about rent freezes.

Fianna Fai l has been
criticised for “flip-flopping”,
after it emerged the issue of
rent freezes was last week
raised in talks with the
Green. During the election,
the party said its own advice
was that rent freezes were
unconstitutional.

However, Mr Kelly says
the Dái l has powers to
regulate the frequency of
rent reviews, giving rise
effectively to a rent freeze.
As a minister, he extended
rent review periods from 12
to 24 months up until 2017.

Meanwhile, a second Dáil
vote for Taoiseach is set
to go ahead on Thursday as
parties continue to debate
policies in attempts to form a
government.

Elsewhere, Mr Kelly and
leadership rival Aodhán
Ó Ríordáin will go head-to-
head tonight in Cork City in
the first of several Labour
hustings, ahead of a vote for
the new leader.
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Weekend road death toll hits seven
the N55 in Ballinagh, Co
Cavan. The driver was aman
in his late 60s and the passen-
ger a female in her 60s.

Both were pronounced
dead at the scene.

The male driver of the jeep
was taken to Cavan General
Hospital, as a precaution.

In 2019, there were 135
fatal collisions, resulting in
146 deaths, on Irish roads.

According to the Road
Safety Authority, this repre-
sents one more collision and
4% — or five — more deaths
compared to provisional
garda data for the full year of
2018.

autopsy was due to take
place. The 21-year-old male
driver was taken to UHG
with serious but not life-
threatening injuries.

On Saturday morning, a
pedestrian died after being
hit by an articulated lorry.

The man, who was in his
20s, was removed to Tallaght
University Hospital in a seri-
ous condition, but he later
died of his injuries. The
driver of the lorry was unin-
jured.

The weekend’s road car-
nage began at 7pmonFriday;
two people died when their
car collided with a jeep on

A man in his 20s has since
been arrested in relation to
this incident.

Gardaí said he was de-
tained at Dundalk Garda
Station under Section 4 of the
Criminal Justice Act, and
“investigations are continu-
ing”.

A teenager died yesterday
when the car in which she
was a passenger struck a
wall at 1.15am in the town-
land of Porridgetown,
Oughterard, Galway. She
died at the scene.

Her body was removed to
University Hospital Galway
(UHG)’s mortuary, where an

life-threatening.
All three deceased were

removed to the mortuary at
Our Lady of Lourdes Hospi-
ta l , Drogheda, where
autopsies were due to take
place yesterday.

The local coroner was
notif ied and an incident
room was established at
Dundalk Garda Station.

The crash site and cars
were examined by garda
forensic collision investi-
gators and local scene-of-
crime officers.

Traffic diversions have
since been lifted and the road
reopened to traffic.

Bryan [bru] Magill.
“Bru will always be re-

membered by all of us as a
gentleman.

“Sleep easy our kid. Shout
at us from above.”

The other two victims of
the Carrickarnon crashwere
named locally as Mary Fax-
ton, who was in her 80s, and
her son, Kevin, who was in
his 50s. They were both pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

Mr Magill was also pro-
nounced dead at the scene. A
secondman in the second car
was taken by ambulance to
Our Lady of Lourdes Hospi-
tal and his injuries are not

Neil Michael

A footballer from the North
has been named locally as
one of the weekend’s seven
road-crash victims.

Bryan Magill was one of
three people killed when two
cars collided in Dundalk at
2am on Saturday, on the
main Dublin-Belfast N1
road, at Carrickarnon, Ra-
vensdale, north of the coun-
ty.

Mr Magill’s club posted a
tribute to him on Facebook,
saying: “All at the club are
heartbroken by the untimely
death of one of our top men,

Waves crash over Clogherhead in West Kerry as the ‘sleeping giant’ Blasket Island withstands the onslaught of Storm Jorge yesterday.
Picture: Don McMonagle

Warningofsnow
and ice in wake
of Storm Jorge
Neil Michael

Weather warnings were
still in place last night —
but not for conditions any-
thing like as severe as
Storm Jorge.

The warnings of ex-
tremely high coastal winds
and floods were replaced by
a status yellow snow/ice
warning for the country.

Showers were likely to
continue to affect the west-
ern part of the country over-
night, expected to fall as
sleet or snow in places.

With minimum air tem-
peratures at zero or below,
some icy stretches were
likely thismorning,withthe
warning due to be lifted by
8am.

Met Éireann had pre-
dicted wind speeds of up to
80km/h with gusts of up to
130km/h in exposed areas
over the weekend. In the
end, the highest gusts de-
tected were 131km/h at
Mace Head, Galway. The
highest mean wind speeds
were also recorded there, at
94km/h.

ShannonAirport also saw
high winds, with mean
speeds of up to 80km/h.

Despite fears of wide-
spread power cuts, damage
to power lines wasminimal.

A few thousand custom-
ers were affected for a time
but, by 5pm yesterday, less
than 200 people around the
country were without
power.

Damage to trees and
power lines was still being
fully assessed yesterday and
checks will continue today.

The National Emergency
Co-ordination Group

some areas, especially along
the Shannon catchment.

Actions taken to mitigate
the impact of flooding in-
cluded the installation of
temporary flood defences,
making and dispensing
sandbags, pumping oper-
ations, public information
campaigns, clearing gullies
and clearing other contribu-
tors to flooding.”

other agencies, ensuring the
public were aware of the
threats locally,” it said.

“All necessary mitigating
actions such as road clo-
sures in coastal areas were
implemented. The local
authority supported the
local communities along
with the Defence Forces to
maintain 24/7 pumping
flood defence operations in

(NECG)met yesterday.
Chaired by minister of

stateDamienEnglish, itwas
held to review the impact of
Storm Jorge and receive
feedback on impacts, re-
sponses, and ongoing issues.

“As predicted, Storm
Jorge impacted the West
coast from early yesterday
morning, before moving
across the country in line
with Met Éireann fore-
casts,”saidanNECGspokes-
person.

“This follows the wettest
February on record atmany
Met Éireann stations.

“Storm Jorge brought
some very strong winds,
with heavy rainfall with
some localised heavy down-
pours reported.

“High sea surges were
also experienced along the
Atlantic coast,with somere-
sulting in limited coastal
flooding.

“Thankfully, due to the
public heeding public safety
messaging, there were no
major reported incidents or
injuries to members of the
public or the emergency
services. There was also
very little damage or de-
struction of property.”

The NECG said flooding
continues to affect many
areas,withrivercatchments
witnessing the effects of the
prolonged period of heavy
rainfall, and some houses
and businesses continuing
to be threatened by flood
waters. It said, however,
that current indications are
that most catchments have
stabilised or are falling.

“Local authoritiesworked
with local gardaí, Coast
Guard, Civil Defence, and

An Aer Lingus flight from Paris lands at Cork Airport in strong winds,
after delays over the Old Head of Kinsale. Picture: Larry Cummins

A man jumps into the wind during Storm Jorge on the promenade in
Salthill, Galway. Picture: Andy Newman

UCC president’s call for Government action ‘a cop out’
seemingly yourself — are at-
tempting to justify pricing
students and potential stu-
dents out of education with
this spin.

“Supposed high quality
should not be the USP to jus-
tify this increase, it should
be the norm.”

More than 4,200 have now
signed an online petition to
get the college to ditch the 3%
rent hike.

for government action now.”
However, almost immedi-

ately, he was blasted over his
comments.

One Twitter user replied
to him saying: “Blaming the
Government and the short-
age of housing is a cop out.
UCC is responsible for rent
hikes and is now worried
about their reputation.”

Another user replied: “I’m
embarrassed UCC — and

“We call for a National re-
sponse to a National issue.”

In a later tweet, he said:
“There are over 40,000 third-
level students in Cork City.

“UCC Campus Accommo-
dation has only 1,200 beds
and CIT has none.

“What will happen when
many thousands of new stu-
dents look for housing for
next September and every
September after that? Call

scrapped and rent rises
frozen for three years.

Posting from his Twitter
account, Mr Ó Sé stated:
“UCC offers the best value
high-quality student accom-
modat ion in Cork, by
keeping rent well below com-
mercial operators. We re-
ceive zero State funding to
operate, maintain & develop
the housing our students so
desperately need.

His call came as the stu-
dents’ occupation of the UCC
quad in protest at plans by
the college to hike campus
accommodation by 3% enter-
ed its seventh day.

There appears to be no end
in sight for the protest ,
which continuedduring
Storm Jorge.

“We’ll freeze until you
freeze,” said student leaders,
who want the 3% increase

Neil Michael
and Eoin English
UCC’s president has been ac-
cused of blaming theGovern-
ment so he can “cop out” of
his responsibility to students
on his own campus.

Pádraig Ó Sé urged his
3,458 Twitter followers to
“call for Government action
now” on the current crisis in
student accommodation.
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Outbreak could
cause closures
and cancellations
Cianan Brennan

Multiple school closures and
the cancellation of mass
gatherings are among the
possible consequences of any
spread of the coronavirus
across Ireland.

That  i s  th e  lat es t  in -
formation from the Depart-
m ent  o f  H ea l th ,  as  the
country reacts to the first
positive test for an incident
of the virus in the Republic of
Ireland.

With an adult male from
the east of the country hav-
ing now tested positive for
the disease, and a secondary
school, Scoil Chaitríona in
Glasnevin, Dublin 9, having
closed for two weeks as a pre-
caution, all eyes have turned
to the health authorities for
confirmation as to what the
latest  development  wil l
change.

“The key tool for us at this
stage of containment is that
we have the co-operation of
the public, and that people
know that we want them to
put their hands up and tell us
if they’ve got symptoms, and
to come forward so that we
can help them,” said Ronan
Glynn,  the deputy chief
medical officer with the De-
partment of Health.

Speaking to RTÉ Radio, Dr
Glynn said it is “possible”
that further school closures
could eventuate depending
on how the situation evolves
in its Irish context — but
added that such a move is not
envisaged in the near term.

“We’re in a containment
phase,” said Dr Glynn.

“We’re monitoring devel-
opments and if measures like
that need to be taken then
they will be taken, and the
reasoning behind those
measures will be communi-
cated to the public.”

Less clear is  what the
protocol for large-scale pub-
lic events will be, or possible
restrictions on travel.

While the Ireland-Italy Six
Nations rugby match, in-
itially slated for next week-
end, has been postponed, no
other action has as yet been
taken regarding domestic
events such as St Patrick’s
Day parades, or sporting
events such as the Allianz
leagues in both Gaelic foot-
ball and hurling.

A decision on the St Pa-
trick’s Festival in Dublin can
be expected later this week,
said Niall Gibbons, chief
executive with Tourism Ire-
land, the body with responsi-
bility for overseas tourism.

That decision will feed
from an independent risk as-
sessment being carried out
by  the  N at io n al  P u bl ic
Health Emergency Team,
with Mr Gibbons speculating
that a decision will likely be
made from the middle of this
week once the relevant min-
isters have been briefed.

“Clearly there will  be
events of major or national
significance that will require
input from public health doc-
tors. There will be a process
around that in the coming
days,” Dr Glynn said.

He stressed, however, that
there is currently no com-
munity transfer of the virus
in an Irish context, with both
cases on the island having
originated in affected areas
of Italy.

Meanwhile,  the World
Health Organisation has
raised its risk assessment of
the new virus strain from
“high” to “very high”, a deci-
sion which is intended to
communicate to the public
that they should expect in-
stances of the disease in their
community.

Margaret Anne Harris,
spokeswoman for the WHO,
said in effect that this should
mean authorities in each
country “knowing what
they’re going to do in the im-
mediate days and weeks to
protect the population, and
to look after the people who
may fall ill”.

Further details as to the
number of Irish people who
have been tested for the
virus will be made available
tomorrow.

As of  last  Tuesday,  90
people had been tested with
no positive results, prior to
the positive case in the east
of the country.

That male is receiving the
appropriate medical treat-
ment at a Dublin hospital,
having self-presented with
coronavirus symptoms in
the wake of travelling from
an affected region in north-
ern Italy.

The number of tests being
carried out is likely to have
risen significantly given that
the range of affected regions
has expanded by a distance
since the beginning of last
week.

Separately, a woman in
her 40s continues to receive
treatment in Belfast, having
tested positive for the virus
last Friday — the first inci-
dent of Covid-19 on the island
as a whole.

Around Europe, mean-
while, the number of con-
firmed cases of infections
continues to rise. Britain has
reported 35 incidences of the
virus, including 12 cases, and
one which was contracted
within the country.

More than 81,000 people
have been infected world-
wide, with nearly 2,800 fatal-
ities to date.

Opinion: 10
Business: 17

■ Schools, sport, and St Patrick’s Day could be affected

What it is, how to stop it, and what
to do if you think you have it

anyone who has had
contact with a confirmed
case or has come from an
affected region?
Anyone who thinks they
have symptoms is urged to
self-isolate and contact the
HSE.
■ Are some groups more
at risk?
>> The WHO has said that
about four in five people who
contract the virus get mild
symptoms and recover.

However, it added that
older people — or patients
with pre-existing medical
conditions such as high
blood pressure, heart disease
or diabetes — are more at
risk of developing serious
illness.
What about a vaccine?
>> Vaccines have been
developed, and researchers
are starting to test them on
animals.

However, tests can take
months to see if any poten-
tial vaccine can be used on
humans, and there will then
have to be trials on humans.

The WHO has convened a
group of experts to fast-track
promising tests, drugs, and
vaccines to help slow the
outbreak.

However, experts say it
could still be months or even
years before any approved
treatments or vaccines are
developed.

believe that there is evidence
of asymptomatic trans-
mission.

The Department of Health
has said it believes the risk of
catching coronavirus from
someone with no symptoms
at all is low. However, be-
cause many people with
Covid-19 experience only
mild symptoms, particularly
during the early stages of the
disease, it is possible to catch
it from someone who has
mild symptoms.
■What is the scale of the
problem?
>> So far, China has re-
ported nearly 80,000 cases
and almost 3,000 deaths. Out-
side China, there have been
cases in nearly 60 countries
with around 100 deaths.
■What’s happening here?
>> The first case was con-
firmed in the east of the
country on Saturday night.
However, the deputy chief
medical officer at the Depart-
ment of Health has said the
risk of contracting corona-
virus for individuals re-
mains low.
■What actions are author-
ities recommending for

■ How can you stop it?
>> Hand-washing, maintain-
ing distance from other
people, and avoiding hand-
shakes are among the most
effective measures for reduc-
ing your risk of catching
coronavirus.

Everyday precautions like
carrying hand sanitiser,
covering your mouth and
nose with a tissue or sleeve
when you cough or sneeze,
rather than your hands,
and binning used tissues
immediately can also be
helpful.
■What are the symptoms?
>> Initial symptoms include
fever, cough, tightness of the
chest, shortness of breath,
and breathing difficulties.

More severe cases can
cause pneumonia, severe
acute respiratory syndrome,
sepsis, and septic shock,
which can lead to death.

There are no specific treat-
ments or vaccines for a new
coronavirus but symptoms
can be treated.
■ Can people with no
symptoms spread the virus?
>> The jury is still out on
this one, although scientists

■What is a coronavirus?
>> Coronaviruses are a
large family of viruses that
cause illnesses ranging from
the common cold to more
severe diseases such as
severe acute respiratory
syndrome (Sars).

The strain of coronavirus
that has recently emerged is
a new strain that has not
been previously identified in
humans.

The respiratory disease
it causes has been named
Covid-19 by the World Health
Organisation (WHO).
■Where did it come from?
>> Coronaviruses are zoo-
notic, which means that they
are transmitted between
animals and people, accord-
ing to WHO.

The first cases of the dis-
ease identified were among
people connected to the
Huanan Seafood Wholesale
Market in Wuhan in China.
■ How is it spread?
>> The disease can spread
from person to person
through small droplets from
the nose or mouth which
are spread when a person
with the virus coughs or
exhales.

These droplets land on
objects and surfaces around
the person and can be picked
up other people touching
them then touching their
nose or mouth, it added.

Q&A

Chinese tourism influx falters
She said the IHF is  in

ongoing dialogue with the
Department of Health and
Department of Tourism on
getting best advice no how to
deal with the current alert.

“Our chief executive, Tim
Fenn, has been talking to our
European counterparts on
how hotels in affected areas
were dealing with the corona
issue and measures that are
putting in place when an
issue arises.

“We feel information is
critically important and that
is why we have a very open
channel with regards to get-
ting best practice from the
Department of Health and
also to getting the most up to
date information on what
hotels are doing throughout
Europe.

“As I said, keeping all our
members up to speed on the
measures that are being
taken elsewhere.”

nese market will come again.
“China is the largest out-

bound tourism market in the
world and Chinese visitor
numbers here have been
growing at a phenomenal
rate  and  many of  these
visitors would be regarded
as high end spenders.”

Ms Fitzgerald Kane said
the loss of Chinese visitor
revenue  wi l l  come at  a
particularly bad time with
hotels still grappling with a
Vat hike from 9% to 13.5%.

been par t  o f  the  Fái l te
Ireland and Irish Tourism
Board ini t iat ive  ‘China
Ready’. This involves promo-
tion of Ireland in China as a
holiday destination. Hotels
have invested a lot in getting
involved in this marketing
push into China and worked
in  creat ing  a  Chinese
cultural awareness within
their hotels and among hotel
staff.”

However,  she said the
hotel industry will now have
to prepare for the worst. “We
are in the unknown right
now, but we have to to pre-
pare ourselves for the scen-
ario that there will be very
diminished if any visitors at
all from China this year.

“However, like all these
things, the coronavirus will
pass and the work we have
done in marketing Ireland in
China will pay dividends in
the years to come as the Chi-

Jimmy Woulfe

Irish hotels are bracing for
loss of over 100,000 bookings
from China  in  coming
months due to the coronavi-
rus, according to the Irish
Hotels Federation.

The Chinese tourist mar-
ket  has been the fastest
growth area for Irish tour-
ism over the past five years.

IHF pres ident  Ela ina
Fitzgerald Kane said the
Chinese market might take a
short term hit this year.

“We have been making a
big push into China. In 2014,
we had just  over  30 ,000
Chinese visitors  to  this
country and this trebled to
over 90,000 by 2017. We were
expecting in excess of 100,000
visitors from China this year
with the projection is that
this figure will go to 175,000
within five years.

“Many Irish hotels have

Elaina Fitzgerald Kane: Chinese
market faces a short-term hit.

A priest elevates the host prior to Holy Communion during Mass at Saint Francois Xavier church, Paris, yesterday. The Paris archbishop asked priests to change the way they give
Communion to counter the spread of Covid-19 after a priest in the French capital tested positive for it on Friday after returning from Italy. Picture: Rafael Yaghobzadeh/AP

It’s not a pandemic yet — but we have
a limited opportunity to halt Covid-19

In France, officials advised resi-
dents to forgo customary greeting
kisses. And the archbishop of Paris
advised priests not to administer
communion by placing the sacra-
mental  bread  in  worshippers ’
mouths. Instead, priests were told to
place the bread in their hands.

In Japan’s northern island, Hok-
kaido, a man in his 70s died from the
virus yesterday, becoming the 12th
victim in Japan. It was the third
fatality in Hokkaido, where a state of
emergency was declared on Friday.

Thailand reported its first death
yesterday, a 35-year-old man who
had contact with foreign tourists.

UN secretary general Antonio Gu-
terres recommended that a meeting
on March 9 where about 10,000
people were to commemorate the
25th anniversary of a UN conference
on women’s rights be scaled back be-
cause of the spread of Covid-19.

Vivian Nereim

The World Health Organisation has
warned that the window to contain
the Covid-19 coronavirus was nar-
rowing — but that we are not yet at
pandemic levels.

While countries must step up their
preparations, the WHO said there is
no need for fear or panic.

It  comes as the virus spread
further with two people on the island
of Ireland being confirmed to have
the disease, and the US, Australia,
and Thailand reporting fatalities.

In total, the list of countries hit by
the virus has climbed to nearly 60.
More than 86,000 people worldwide
have contracted the virus, with
deaths topping 2,900.

The UK reported 12 new cases of
the coronavirus, taking the total in
the country to 35.

Iran’s health ministry has raised

the death toll from the coronavirus
to 54 as the number of people infected
soared to 978.

Spokesman Kianoush Jahanpour
said new cases were confirmed in a
number of cities, including Mash-
had, which is home to Iran’s most im-
portant Shiite shrine that attracts
pilgrims from across the region.

The rise in cases in Iran came
shortly after the United States rec-
orded its first death, a man in his 50s
in Washington state who had under-
lying health conditions, but who had
not travelled to any affected areas.

China yesterday reported a slight
rise in new cases over the past 24
hours to 573, the first time in five
days that number has exceeded 500.

They remain almost entirely con-
fined to the hardest-hit province of
Hubei and its capital,Wuhan.

Many cases of the virus have been
relatively mild, and some of those in-

fected apparently show no symptoms
at all.

That can allow for easier spread,
and worries are mounting that pro-
longed quarantines, supply chain
disruptions, and a sharp reduction in
tourism and business travel could
weaken the global economy or even
cause a recession.

Around the world, the virus, and
the fear that accompanies it, caused
turmoil.

Islam’s holiest sites were closed to
foreign pilgrims, while professional
baseball teams played in deserted
stadiums in Japan.

Tokyo Disneyland and Universal
Studios Japan announced they
would close, and big events were can-
celled, including a concert series by
the K-pop supergroup BTS.

Italian authorities say the country
now has more than 1,100 coronavirus
cases, with 29 deaths so far.

Coronavirus outbreak
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Former Christian Brother Edward Bryan at Cork Circuit Criminal Court on Washington St in 2013. On that occasion, he was sentenced to five years in jail for indecently assaulting three boys
at the North Mon in the 1980s. in July 2015, Bryan was sentenced to a year in prison after pleading guilty to sex assaults on two other pupils in the North Mon. Just two weeks ago, Bryan,
now 67, pleaded guilty to having indecently assaulted a 14-year-old boy at the secondary school in Cork in 1981. Bryan was jailed for one year. Picture: Des Barry

Raising concerns: How a sex offender was
able to stay working with young people

proceedings, given the history of having
‘previously dealt with’ most of the
complaints against the person, if that
was not possible.”

It added that the matter could have
been reviewed under a performance
review or practice development.

The report concluded: “The reviewer
would argue that weaknesses still exist
within current guidance in that the
examination of cases where allegations
[are made] against persons in positions
of trust, teachers and others, is
frequently very drawn-out, with a lack
of clarity among management.”

“In terms of the future, the reviewer
is of the view that another scenario
similar to the case reviewed could arise.
This is not wholly preventable, given
how devious some sex offenders can
be.”

DURING some of those recent
court dates, Bryan was ac-
companied by a friend and
blended into the busy

courtroom on Anglesea St in Cork.
He looked younger than his years,

wearing a wine-coloured jacket and
thick glasses.

He was returned to prison without
ceremony, and yet it was hard to
imagine that somehow he was, as he
said back in 2013, the unluckiest man in
the world.

Sentencing Judge Bryan O’Callag-
han referred to Bryan’s “no doubt
genuine” apology and said: “As well
as destroying the life of this victim,
your own life has been destroyed and
your reputation, which is only as it
should be.”

And he said: “The court must not
forget who the victim is.”

control of the process is handed to the
HR department, which is more removed
from day-to-day practice, “it is much
easier for the process to become overly
legalistic and/or suffer very long
delays”.

The report likens the situation to that
on an oil rig — “On an oil rig, every
member of staff is instructed to feel free
to bring ANY safety concern to the
crew’s attention, even to the highest
ranking member of staff, if designated
safety officers don’t take their concerns
seriously enough.”

The report cited a number of
weaknesses “that existed in the past”,
including:
■ Failing to correctly identify the
dynamics of sexual abuse, in particular
the way in which certain sex offenders
‘groom’ their victims, prior to actually
abusing them;
■ The process was allowed to get
bogged down in a series of legalities
that ultimately were both counter-
productive and extremely costly to the
State;
■ Over-reliance on legal advice;
■ A reliance on the Attorney General’s
Office in deciding how a case should be
dealt with.

The report added: “Allowing a staff
[member] to resume the role of
designated child protection officer was
a mistake in the reviewer’s view, but
this may have been influenced by a
belief that the outcome of the legal
proceedings had been so negative that
no attempt should be made to curb the
role in any way, lest it trigger further
litigation.

“A far better approach, in the
reviewer’s view, would have been to
have kept the matter out of disciplinary

transparency and fair procedure.
The report also refers to returning

staff and how it can be acceptable for
their own protection to ask them not to
perform certain tasks or fulfil certain
roles and that this implies no guilt or
slur on their character.

As for close supervision, it said “that
in such a case of a returning staff
member while the investigation into
the specific incidents/complaints was
over a centre or management of a
centre need not adopt a type of ‘institu-
tional amnesia’ for fear of falling foul of
a court order. Management have room
to limit access to children; to put in
place safety measures; and alter func-
tions that could be presented as being
for the staff member’s own protection”.

The report went on: “The grooming
aspect was only dealt with in an implicit
rather than an explicit manner.”

It said staff found it difficult to stand
over their concerns due to professional
accommodation syndrome and that
“the amount of time and energy devoted
to the micro-management of this case
by the department was unnecessary
and unhelpful”.

“By involving legal advice from the
AG’s office the process was slowed
down, which created delay and
confusion. This was compounded by the
numerous number of staff changes
during the period.

“The review found that no one person
had a firm grip of the matter and this
led to the confusion and delays.

“The plethora of delays is a striking
feature throughout the case,” it said.
“Delay is the enemy of both sound child
safeguarding practice and fair
procedure.”

The review also said that where

resulted in the High Court ordering that
the suspension be lifted. Some six years
later the employer was informed of
allegation [sic] relating to a period prior
to taking up his present employment.”
It adds that Bryan was placed on
administrative leave at that point.

Among the questions asked by the
report was what knowledge existed that
someone who worked in a child care
setting, and who was later proven to
have sexually abused, had posed a
threat to children. It also asked what
protocols existed for professionals
working alongside him at the time, and
whether actions taken were reasonable
in the circumstances.

On the protocols, it said managers
and staff needed to have “appropriate
awareness and confidence to deal with
concerns/complaints” and added:
“Where there is no clear-cut allegation,
just a series of concerns, then the
concept of grooming behaviour must be
considered.”

It said staff needed to familiarise
themselves with the six stages of
‘grooming behaviour’ and as to legal
opinion, it said: “The over-reliance on
the legal point of view and the path that
had to be followed having received it
precluded the scope to look at the
concerns/complaints from a wider
child welfare and/or performance
review perspective.

“Any future investigation should be
twin-pronged, with the legal and child
welfare aspects taken on board.”

It also referred to professional
accommodation syndrome “to explain
how frontline professionals sometimes
develop unhealthy coping mechanisms
in response to the stress of dealing with
child welfare work” and the need for

December 27, 1995.
Bryan, in his letter of acceptance of

December 19, 1995, wrote to Donnellan
— who went on to become director
general of the Irish Prison Service and
who left the Finglas facility not long
after Bryan joined — “assuring you of
my best efforts on behalf of the centre”.

Also included in the FOI documents
are the questions asked during the
deputy director interviews on
November 11, 1995, among them: “Why
is it important for a centre such as ours
to have a clear written child protection
policy?”

By the turn of the millennium, the
Finglas campus — made up of St
Laurence’s Special School, St Michael’s
Assessment and Remand Centre, and
the Grove Pre-Release Unit — was not a
happy place.

In April 2002, five care staff locked
themselves into a room after six
teenagers broke out from their
dormitory, smashing their way through
a window and climbing to the top of a
two-storey building.

In June the following year, three 14-
year-old boys were charged with
causing damage costing €10,000 after
they barricaded themselves into a
room. In March 2003, the Dáil heard
that Finglas children’s centre had gone,
in the space of four years, from a centre
of excellence into ongoing crisis, with
constant reports of riots, assaults,
absconders, ad-hoc planning, high staff
turnover, low bed-occupancy,
threatened industrial action, and
escalating annual budgets.

An inspection report published in
July 2002 found: “It is evident and
undeniable that the organisation is in
acute crisis. It lacks clear direction; it is
not meeting a number of basic
requirements.” It added: “It is not safe
for young people and staff.”

In the middle of all this, concerns
were raised regarding the behaviour of
Edward Bryan, so much so that he was
suspended, first in 2002.

On July 22 that year, Bryan launched
a legal action against the board of the
Finglas centre, and others, including
the minister of education and the
attorney general.

The action was adjourned multiple
times until an order was delivered —
‘Chancery Action (settled) Final’ — in
May 2004.

The Irish Examiner understands that
Bryan went back to work, despite
continuing misgivings on the part of
some staff. It is also understood he was
suspended for a second time.

He launched a legal action as plaintiff
against the HSE in July 2005, when an
ex parte judicial review was granted,
followed in November of that year by a
judicial review certiorari final.

It appears he had twice successfully
fended off disciplinary proceedings,
and even returned to his position of
designated child protection officer.

In February 2013, in a letter to Tony
O’Donovan, child welfare officer in the
Irish Youth Justice Service, the then-
inspector manager of Hiqa, Patrick
Bergin, referred to Bryan’s recent
conviction: “Considering the recent
conviction and positions that Mr Bryan
held in the detention school facilities,
the authority are seeking clarification if
any actions/assessments were or are
planned to be undertaken by the
detention schools in conjunction with
the HSE to determine if any children
were exposed to abuse by Mr Bryan
during his tenure in the facilities.”

THERE was action. A report
commissioned by the Depart-
ment of Children and Youth
Affairs and the Irish Youth

Justice Service (IYJS) was conducted
by Kieran McGrath, a noted child wel-
fare consultant, and finalised in 2014.

The summary version of that report,
seen by the Irish Examiner, refers to “a
former member of staff of a Children
Detention School and the historic
offences which occurred prior to his
employment there”.

That man is Edward Bryan and the
report states: “This person held a
management position within the
organisation and during a period of c 15
years ‘concerns’ had been raised at
various times. The catalogue of
concerns culminated in the staff
member being placed on administrative
leave pending further investigation.

“The investigative process extended
over a protracted period of time, which

EDWARD BRYAN has been
described as friendly, affable,
enigmatic. He has been a
teacher, a chaplain, a

Christian Brother.
He has also been convicted three

times of historic sex offences against
boys while teaching in Cork.

For 15 years he worked with young
offenders in Dublin, for much of that
period as deputy director of what was
the precursor to Oberstown Children
Detention Campus.

Bryan, now 67, was jailed again just a
fortnight ago after pleading guilty to the
indecent assault of a 14-year-old while
working as a teacher in the North
Monastery secondary school in Cork.

And yet here was a man who, while
deputy director at what became the
Finglas Child and Adolescent Centre in
Dublin 11 between 1994 and 2010, was
the subject of concerns over his
behaviour.

He was suspended twice, and both
times brought his employers to court
and returned to work, in what an
unpublished report — commissioned by
the Department of Children and Youth
Affairs and the Irish Youth Justice
Service and a summary of which has
been seen by the Irish Examiner —
described as a process riddled with
delays and mistakes, exposing
weaknesses in the system as it operated
then, and fears that a similar scenario
could arise again.

In early 2013, Bryan, with no previous
convictions, was sentenced to five years
in jail for indecently assaulting three
boys at the North Mon in the 1980s.

At that trial, Bryan said of the
charges: “I deny it emphatically.”

When the prosecution put it to him
that if the allegations were untrue, as
he maintained, then he must feel like
the unluckiest man in Ireland, Bryan
replied: “I certainly feel that way.”

The court had heard from gardaí that
the nature of the abuse included getting
boys to strip naked, sometimes climb-
ing on their backs and ejaculating.

One victim told the court: “On a
number of occasions, I sat in my car
outside various Garda stations in Cork
and just cried. To have to go through all
the graphic detail of what was done to
me was something I wouldn’t want
anyone to have to do. But I did it and if it
took 20 trials and 100 hours in the
witness box I would still do it.”

Another said: “It has been haunting
me for 23 years.”

Bryan was sentenced by Judge Seán
Ó Donnabháin, who observed: “There is
no shred of remorse in this, not a shred
of remorse.”

In mid-2015, Bryan was returned to
jail following an unsuccessful appeal
against the 2013 convictions. At that
time, the court was told that Bryan was
prepared to take up any available
rehabilitative courses for sex offenders.

Then in July 2015, Bryan was
sentenced to a year in prison after
pleading guilty to sex assaults on two
other pupils in the North Mon.

The victims were teenagers and were
being coached after school in sports
when the crimes were committed.

One of the victims said: “I suppose I
would say that you have stolen a
moment of my life that I can never have
back and will always have a resounding
effect on my life.”

At that hearing, Bryan’s defence
barrister said he had been instructed to
apologise profusely to the victims, as
well as to his own family and to the
Christian Brothers for any disrepute he
had brought on them. Judge Ó
Donnabháin welcomed what he said
was Bryan’s substantial change of
heart and declared: “The victims are
vindicated.”

The court had heard a month
previously that Bryan had made an
attempt on his life at his address in
Trim, Co Meath.

Just two weeks ago came the latest
jail sentence, yet again for an offence
dating back to his time in the North
Mon.

Bryan, now 67, pleaded guilty to
having indecently assaulted a 14-year-
old boy at the secondary school in Cork
in 1981 after picking him out to meet for
basketball training. Bryan, now with an
address at Dugort, Achill Island in Co
Mayo, was jailed for one year.

The victim told the court he gave up
sport because after the incident he
could not face being in a changing room
with others.

In his victim impact statement he
said: “I later had to sit in that very hall
and do my Intermediate Certificate
Exam. I froze with fear and nervous-
ness and feeling sick in my stomach.

“Needless to say, I failed my exam. I
sat there looking at the clock on the
wall, the minutes ticking by — the same
clock that was on the wall when Brother
Bryan had me on the ground and he was
on my back sexually abusing me.”

DOCUMENTATION received
by the Irish Examiner under
Freedom of Information
shows Bryan’s rapid progress

at the Finglas Child and Adolescent
facility in the mid-1990s.

He was first appointed as a teacher to
St Laurence’s in Finglas in August 1994,
having left the brothers. By November
1995, the board unanimously decided to
recommend Edward Martin Bryan for
the job of deputy director there.

The appointment was confirmed by a
letter sent by Michael Donnellan to the
Special Education section in Athlone on

Questions linger over how former Christian
brother Edward Bryan, jailed last month for

sexual offences, remained working
with young offenders for so long —
and whether the matter should
have been handled differently,
writes Noel Baker

“I sat in my car
outside various Garda
stations in Cork and
just cried. To have to
go through all the
graphic detail of what
was done to me.

Judge Seán Ó Donnabháin, in sentencing
Bryan in 2013, observed: ‘There is no shred
of remorse in this, not a shred of remorse.’

The North Monastery Secondary School in Cork City, where Bryan taught. Picture: Maurice O’Mahony
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Drugs, counterfeit
cash seized in raids
Gardaí seized €4,000 of
suspected cocaine and
cannabis herb and €5,000 in
counterfeit cash following
searches inRivervalley,Mallow,
Co Cork on Saturday.
As part of an operation
targeting the sale and supply of
drugs in the town, gardaí
executed search warrants at
two houses in the Rivervalley
area. The operation was led by
gardaí from the Mallow district
drugs unit, with the assistance
of local uniformed and
detective gardaí, the armed
support unit, and southern
region dog unit.
During the searches, gardaí
seized €3,580 of suspected
cocaine, €420 of suspected
cannabis herb, and €5,000 in
‘movie money’. The suspected
drugs will be sent for analysis.
No arrests have beenmade but
gardaí are following a definite
line of inquiry.
At Mallow Garda Station,
InspectorMichael Corbett said:
“Last month, we highlighted
that Revenue officers have
seized ‘movie money’ worth
over €400,000. We would ask
that business and the general
public be aware that some of
these notes may be in circu-
lation. They do not contain the
security features, so be sure to
check all notes, regardless of
the denomination.
“The use of fraudulent currency
when trying to purchase goods
or services is an offence under
the Criminal Justice Act.”

Most drivers report
pothole damage
The majority of Irish drivers
have had their vehicles dam-
aged as a result of striking a
pothole, according to recent
research.
The AA surveyed over 7,000
people — and over 60% of
respondents reported damage
caused to their car, motorbike,
or bike as a result of passing
over a pothole.
In the majority of cases, the
likely fallout of a run-in with a
pothole was tyre damage.

Alleged stabbing in
Cork city centre
Gardaí are investigating the al-
leged assault of a man in Cork
city centre who sustained an
apparent stab wound while
working in a licensed premises
on Sunday evening.
Gardaí and emergency ser-
vices were called to the scene
at approximately 6.25pm when
the man, who is in his 20s,
sustained the injury at his place
of work on Paul St.
He was taken by ambulance to
Cork University Hospital. His
injuries are not thought to be
life threatening.
A man in his 20s was arrested
at the scene and is currently
detained under section 4 of the
Criminal Justice Act, 1984.
Witnesses are urged to contact
the Bridewell Garda Station
021-4943330 or the Confiden-
tial Line on 1800-666111.

Geldof still sobs over 2014
death of daughter Peaches

Bob Geldof at his father’s funeral in Glasthule, Co Dublin in 2010 with three of his daughters, from left:
Peaches, Fifi Trixibelle, and Tiger Lily. Picture: Laura Hutton/Photocall Ireland

“They’re beyond stupidly
cute and completely hilari-
ous,” he said.

owed son-in-law Thomas
Cohen with his two grand-
sons, Astala and Phaedra.

I thought it was there for
good, so I never tried’.”
Geldof now helps his wid-

“She was always a frantic
child as a little baby,” he
said. “She couldn’t sleep.
And that cont inued al l
through her infancy.
“She did weird little things

as a kid, she had these cute
habits. She’d go around col-
lecting twigs. And she suck-
ed a dummy until she was 10
or 11.
“She’d go around truffling

on her dummy and topping
up her twig collection.
“She was such a clever,

sweet, eccentric girl.
“There was always that

franticness, that constant
panic in the eyes.
“You know the great Leon-

ard Cohen song, ‘Famous
Blue Raincoat’?
‘Thanks for the trouble

you took from her eyes,

around to check that no-
body’s taking pictures or fil-
ming.
“But I just look down and I

let i t come. I just let i t
happen. Then I’m empty. So,
that’s always present.”
He recalled how he told a

friend that “time doesn’t
heal, it accommodates”.
Geldof said that Peaches,

whose mother Paula Yates
also died from a heroin over-
dose, had been to rehab.
“She was doing pretty

well... Then she ran away
from there,” he said.
“I tried to stop her at the

door, but there’s nothing you
can do. She was free to
leave.”
Geldof said his daughter

always did “litt le weird
things” as a child.

Sherna Noah

Bob Geldof has said that, in
the case of the death of his
daughter Peaches, time does
not heal.
Peaches died from an acci-

dental heroin overdose in
2014, at the age of 25.
The Boomtown Rats front-

man, 68, spoke about loss to
The Mail On Sunday.
“It surges forward, this in-

voluntary subconscious
flood of emotion inhabits
you, utterly,” he said.
“I’ll be at the traffic lights

and I start to weep and I
think: ‘You’re weeping.’
“And I say: ‘Let it go. Let it

happen’.
“Then I begin to sob, rack-

ed sobs. I weep, then I sob.
Then I wise up and look

Go-ahead
for second
vote for
Taoiseach
■ No government formation
breakthrough as talks continue
JunoMcEnroe
Political Correspondent

A second Dáil vote for Taoi-
seach is set to go ahead on
Thursday as parties con-
tinue to meet and debate pol-
icies in an attempt to form a
government.
Labour has indicated that

it will table a motion to the
Dáil’s business committee
for the vote, which other
parties are expected to allow.
Fine Gael, Sinn Féin, and
others have indicated their
support for it.
Outgoing Labour leader

Brendan Howlin wrote to
Ceann Comhairle Seán Ó
Fearghaíl and the committee
late last week seeking the
fresh vote.
The move comes amid an

awareness among leaders to
step up talks to form a gov-
ernment after the first case
of coronavirus was confirm-
ed here and as post-Brexit
trade negotiations begin
today.
Nonetheless, even with a

fresh vote for Taoiseach,
which could be agreed by an
incorporeal meeting of the
committee as early as today,
the outcome is expected to be
the same as it was on Febru-
ary 20, when no leader came
close to securing sufficient
support to lead the country.
The business committee

ruled out the vote last Thurs-
day, but Labour pushed on
Friday for one to proceed.
Fine Gael will today begin

two days of meetings with
the Greens before holding
what is being deemed a sem-
inar or one-day policy meet-
ing with Fianna Fáil on Wed-
nesday.
Fine Gael sources insist

the talks are non-committal,
given that the party intends
to go into opposition.
“This week isn’t a negoti-

ation,” said a source. “That’s
why the Taoiseach was clear
that he wasn’t appointing a
negotiating team.”
Much attention will focus

on the Fianna Fail-Fine Gael
meeting, and whether the
two sides will speed up talks,
given that coronavirus has
arrived on Irish shores.
Tense EU-UK negotiations

on a future trade deal also
begin today, amid threats
from London to trigger a
fresh Brexit no-deal scen-
ario.
Wednesday’s meeting be-

tween Fine Gael and Fianna
Fáil is expected to include
discussion on affordable
childcare, income tax change
proposals and affordable
housing. However, Govern-
ment sources also stress that
the talks between Fine Gael
and the Greens wil l be
equally important.
They come on the back of

emerging gaps between the
Greens and Fianna Fáil on
transport funding and cli-
mate change provisions, fol-
lowing tough talks between
those two sides last week.
MEPs, TDs, and senators

will all three groups will be
updated at their party meet-
ings in Leinster House dur-
ing the week on government
formation talks.
Meanwhile, Sinn Féin is

scheduled to meet the Social
Democrats, the Green Party,
People Before Profit, Inde-
pendents4Change, and other
Independent TDs for talks
this week.
Mary Lou McDonald’s

party will also hold a further
open publ ic meet ing in
Cavan tonight, while an-
other one is scheduled in
Galway on Friday.
Sinn Féin’s attempts to

lead a left-leaning govern-
ment have received a boost
af ter a Behaviour and
Attitudes opinion poll on the
weekend put support for the
party at 35%, a rise of 10
points since the election.
The surge for Ms McDon-

ald’s party saw losses for
others , with Fine Gael
slipping 3 points and Fianna
Fail 2 since the February 8
vote. Satisfaction ratings for
Ms McDonald have also
surged by 13 points to 53%, 22
points ahead of her nearest
rival Micheál Martin.
The Fianna Fáil leader is

down 15 points to 31% while
satisfaction for Taoiseach
Leo Varadkar is down eight
points to 27%. The poll was
conducted from face-to-face
interviews with 917 eligible
voters on February 17 to 25.

Mary’s exit cha-cha-cha changes things

Aidan Fogartywas praised
for his “romantic rumba”
while Lottie Ryanwas
lauded for a “phenomenal”
samba. But the judgeswere
lessthanimpressedwithfan
favourite Fr RayKelly’s
quickstep.

Fr Kelly and his pro
partner Kylee Vincent
danced to ‘I’maBeliever’ by
theMonkees.

After their performance
he said: “Yeah Iwas happy.

“I knew I lost it but I just
said I have to get it back on
track.”

to ‘YoungHearts Run Free’
by Candi Staton,Mary and
John scored 18 from the
judges.

Mary said: “I did enjoy it.
The cha-cha-cha is hard and
weworked really, really
hard on it.

“It took until about
Thursday to get it right. I
really enjoyed the challenge
and the dance.”

Her pro partner John
Nolan, whowon the show
last year, said he loved
workingwith the RTÉ star.

“She’s been the best pupil
that I could have ever asked
for,” he said. “We have
laughedmore times and
people don’t get to see that
side ofMary. I’ve been
lucky. She’s one of the
funniest people ever and I
just loved every single
minute of our journey.”

Fair City actor Ryan
Andrewsopenedlastnight’s
show.Fresh fromscoring30
points from the judges, he
and partner Giulia Dotta
dancedaquickstep to ‘What
aManGotta Do’ by the
Jonas Brothers. “I felt a lot
ofexpectationsoffallpeople
but aswell asmyself,”Ryan
said. “I just have to keep
doing the best I canweek
after week.”

FormerKilkenny hurler

Jess Casey

Despite a lively cha-cha-cha,
itwastheendoftheDancing
With The Stars journey for
“queen of the ballroom”
MaryKennedy.

Mary and her dance
partner JohnNolan ended
their run in the competition
asthe judgesdecidedtosend
themhome following a
dance-off withmodel
GráinneGallanagh.

“Mary, youhavebeenour
queen of the ballroomwith
elegance, class, and grace
for nineweeks,” said guest
judge Darren Bennett.

Judge Loraine Barry told
the formerNationwide
presenter: “You’ve been an
inspiration tome, and I also
think tomany other people
watching the programme.”

Following her elimin-
ation,Mary said: “It was a
wonderful opportunity; I’ve
learntsomuch.I’vebeenout
ofmy comfort zone. Itwas a
great challenge.

“I really do hope that
people ofmy age, and stage,
who have beenwatching us
would kind of say ‘Yeah, I
could do that, or I’ll try
something different or
something new’, so that
would be nice.”

Dancing the cha-cha-cha

Ryan Andrews with Giulia Dotta
on ‘Dancing with the Stars’.

2FM presenter Lottie Ryan and pro dancer Pasquale La Rocca during
last night’s ‘Dancing With The Stars’. Pictures: Kyran O’Brien

Paul Gavan and Máire De-
vine on the labour panel.
The party has nominated

former Derry mayor Elisha
McCallion, who lost her seat
in Foyle in December’s UK
general election, to run in
the industrial and commer-
cial panel.
So-called ‘inside’ nomi-

nations by parties or groups
are made by four TDs or
senators.
While Sinn Féin has a

combined 43 such members
in Leinster House and could
in theory run at least 10 can-
didates, party sources have
confirmed that support will
also be given to non-party
candidates.
These are expected to in-

clude Independent candidate
Frances Black, a musician
and active campaigner for
Palestinian rights seeking a
return to the Seanad, as well

JunoMcEnroe

A former MEP, a former
mayor, and several outgoing
senators have been picked as
candidates by Sinn Féin for
the upcoming race for the
upper house.
Party leader Mary Lou

McDonald and the party’s
ard chomhairle met over the
weekend and agreed on
seven candidates ahead of
voting opening for the race
later this month.
Former poll topper and

Dublin MEP Lynn Boylan
will run on the agriculture
panel and will be joined by
Mayo party councillor Gerry
Murray.
Outgoing party senators

Fintan Warfield and Niall Ó
Donnghai le have been
chosen to run again for the
Seanad on the adminis -
trative panel, as has senator

as another Independent,
John Bosco Conama, a cam-
paigner for the deaf commu-
nity who has worked closely
with former Sinn Féin TD
Caoimhghín Ó Caoláin on
recognition for Irish sign
language.
The deadline for nomi-

nations for vocational panels
is midday tomorrow.
More than two dozen Sean-

ad candidates have been
nominated already for the
two university panels while
dozens more have been put
forward for the remaining
five vocational panels by out-
side or professional groups.
The Green Party has de-

cided to nominate general
election candidates Saoirse
McHugh from Mayo and
councillor Pauline O’Reilly
from Galway, as well as out-
going senator Pippa Hackett
for the upper house race.

Sinn Féin former MEP
Boylan to run for Seanad

Labour must ‘address the
real issues in people’s lives’

saywhymembers should not
vote for Mr Kelly but said he
was in a “unique position”,
after losing his Dáil seat in
2016, to understand why
voters rejected Labour.
“It is about reaching above

the noise of Leinster House
and the squabble and ad-
dressing the real issues that
are going on in people’s
lives,” he said.
The TD disagreed that his

remarks were indirectly tar-
getting Mr Kelly.

country and those who are
disadvantaged.
“We need to fight poverty

and pay, disadvantage, fight
insecure work, to fight ex-
ploitation, to fight illiteracy
and homelessness.
“If we are setting the agen-

da andwe are leading on that
agenda, I think people will
respond to that better if we
have a positive message.
“Because trying to get a

couple of seconds on RTÉ
News or a couple of lines in a
national newspaper versus
being absolutely real in
somebody’s own life experi-
ence and in their own com-
munity on something we are
saying or trying to achieve,
that is a much more effective
way. That can be trying to
just open a library in your
area longer or having a refer-
endum on workers’ rights.
Mr Ó Ríordáin declined to

improve the lot of the 25% of
workers on low pay and the
40% under age 30 in insecure
jobs. He said Labour should
propose legislation to end
the employers’ veto of trade
unions.
“No such veto exists any-

where across Europe, except
in Ireland,” he said.
If such legislative propos-

als were deemed unconstitu-
tional, Labour should cam-
paign for a referendum to
drop that veto, said the form-
er junior justice minister.
Mr Ó Ríordáin also said

that policy-led intervention
will improve Labour’s pros-
pects, as opposed to clashes
with other parties.
“We have to stop this ob-

session, instinct thatwe have
to fight other parties,” he
said. “We weren’t founded to
fight other parties, but to
represent the workers of the

JunoMcEnroe
Political Correspondent

Labour leader contender
Aodhán Ó Ríordáin has said
the survival of his party
depends on addressing the
issues facing families and
neighbourhoods, as opposed
to making headl ines or
“squabbling” in the Dáil.
In comments that might be

interpreted as a dig at his
rival for the leadership, Tip-
perary TD Alan Kelly, Mr Ó
Ríordáin set out why Labour
members should back him.
The Dublin Bay North TD

told the Irish Examiner of his
priorities ahead of him and
Mr Kelly going head-to-head
in Cork City in the first in a
series of hustings for the
race.
Mr Ó Ríordáin said that, if

elected leader, he would
prioritise campaigning to

Aodhán Ó Ríordáin: Labour must
stop fighting other parties.

Page turner

Caragh McCarthy, aged 3, at Tralee Library for the Libraries Open Day in Co Kerry. Libraries all around Kerry held an open day over the weekend, inviting current members and
non-members alike to come along and see the services on offer at their local library. Picture: Domnick Walsh

Environmental
activist passes
Tributes have been paid to
longtime environmental activist
Natasha Harty, who passed
away at the weekend.
Ms Harty stood as a candidate
for theGreen Party in East Cork
in the 2014 local elections and
the 2016 general elections.
Cork Greens chairwoman
Eithne Lynch described Ms.
Harty’s passing as a sad loss to
the environmental movement
in Cork.
“She had a long time involve-
ment in the Cork Harbour Al-
liance for a Safe Environment
over two decades and was
more recently active in the
Midleton Climate Aware
Group,” she said. “Love of na-
ture and the environment was
central to Natasha’s whole life.”

Natasha Harty stood for Greens
in local and general elections.
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Cork infrastructure

Lack of
investment
stalls drive
to get city
moving
■ Political will is there — but road projects
delayed and re-routed over lack of funds

light rail. It also mentions complet-
ing the Cork-Limerick motorway.

There is some disagreement about
these schemes, though.

UCC economist Dr Frank Crowley
said that they will cause more urban
sprawl and that public transport
must be prioritised.

The Green Party, which could po-
tentially be crucial in government
formation, has also spoken about the
need to prioritise rail and other pub-
lic transport initiatives.

Party leader Éamon Ryan, pic-
tured left, was heavily
criticised during the
general election for
suggesting that the
Cork-Limerick motor-
way would “make no
sense”, while party
members in Cork have
stressed the import-
ance of light rail and
public transport sol-
utions ahead of private
transport.

While the CMATS,
which was published in
2019, included plans for
a light-rail system, con-
struction isn’t esti-
mated to begin until
after 2031, some time
after most of the roads

projects proposed are due to be com-
pleted.

While many business interest
groups, including the Cork
Chamber, have put their support be-
hind public transport and cycle in-
frastructure, they have also backed
the development of major roads in-
frastructure. Its election manifesto
said: “Key strategic transport corri-
dors, such as the Dunkettle Inter-
change, the M20 Cork-Limerick mo-
torway and Northern Ring Road, the
M28 Cork-Ringaskiddy Road, the
N22 Cork-Kerry Road have all been
committed to in the National Devel-
opment Plan and must be delivered
with urgency.”

The Chamber identifies Cork’s fu-
ture as “a city region that is fit for
today and built for the future”, with
connectivity such as this cited as a
priority.

There is, largely, a drive to com-
plete many of these projects, even if
there is disagreement about some of
the elements. This, though, is what
has frustrated so many: if most
people are on the same page, why are
these projects delayed, re-routed and
lacking in funding?

Kevin O’Neill

A decade-long lack of invest-
ment in major roads pro-
jects has caused a major
traffic jam in Cork — lit-

erally and figuratively.
Any road user in Cork lately will

have been met with large volumes of
traffic and tailbacks. Accidents are a
daily occurrence and frustrated mo-
torists claim the current infrastruc-
ture is not fit-for-purpose.

Others argue that the current situ-
ation highlights a
need for investment
in other areas, such
as rail, to get people
out of cars but few
will argue that the
current infrastruc-
ture is sufficient.

In the coming
decades, the popu-
lation of the Cork
region is expected to
increase, too, bring-
ing with it further
pressure on existing
infrastructure.

But, in a time
when climate focus
is becoming more
pronounced, is in-
vestment in roads
the wise move long-term?

There is a school of thought that
says more roads will simply lead to
more traffic and that money would
be better spent on rail and light rail.

However, the counter is that these
long-awaited projects — Dunkettle,
Cork-Limerick, Ringaskiddy, Cork-
Kerry — are crucial in unlocking the
economic potential for the broader
region.

Several of these projects are in-
cluded in the Cork Metropolitan
Area Transport Strategy (CMATS),
which maps out the long-term trans-
port plan for the Cork region.

It does not just focus on roads —
footpaths, greenways, cycle lanes
and rail upgrades are on the cards
too — but it notes that the likes of the
M28, the M20 and Dunkettle are key
elements for the region.

Largely, the political will appears
to be there to complete these pro-
jects, too.

The CMATS plan was a Fine Gael
initiative initially and Fianna Fáil,
for the most part, have been vocal in
backing some of the elements.

Sinn Féin’s election manifesto pro-
posed funding the CMATS, including

Creating an Atlantic
corridor between
Cork and Limerick
The €1.2bn Cork-Limerick motorway
took a major step forward in mid-
February when Transport Infra-
structure Ireland confirmed the
route where development will take
place.

The project will involve an up-
grade of the existing N20, via Mallow
and Charleville.

This option was chosen ahead of
an alternative proposal to take a spur
off the existing M8 at Mitchelstown
and building a motorway through
east Limerick.

The National Development Plan
(NDP) sets out that the N/M20 Cork
to Limerick scheme would provide
better connectivity between Ire-
land’s second and third largest cities,
Cork and Limerick.

It would improve the quality of the
transport network, addressing safety
issues associated with the existing
N20 route and provide for safer and
more efficient journey times.

The project is a key element in Pro-
ject Ireland 2040, the Government’s
long-term overarching strategy to
make Ireland a better country for all
of its people.

These latest developments come 10
years after the scheme looked set to
proceed previously. In 2010, the
scheme was submitted to An Bord
Pleanála for statutory planning ap-
proval having cleared planning and
design hurdles. It was shelved due to
the economic downturn in 2011.

Despite this setback, though, the
issue remained high on the agenda
for elected representatives in the dec-
ade since.

It was a hot topic in the recent gen-
eral election campaign, with a war of
words erupting between Fine Gael
and Green Party members about the
scheme.

Green Party leader Eamon Ryan
said that the development would
“make no sense” and insisted up-
grading the rail network was a better
alternative to improve transport in
the south and south-west of Ireland.

There was a backlash, with Fine
Gael senator Kieran O’Donnell hit-
ting back, claiming that the Green
Party leader was showing “a distinct
lack of understanding” of what was
required in the area.

Tánaiste Simon Coveney also
backed the project, claiming that cut-
ting the journey times would help to
create “a counter-balance to Dublin
in the south and south-west”.

Announcing the preferred route, it
was confirmed the N/M20 project
team had spent a year of work based
on the Public Spending Code require-
ments, which requires consideration
of all potential options, including bus
and rail alternatives.

That work informed their choice of
route which will provide the highest
journey time savings between Cork
and Limerick, has the potential to
save the greatest number of road-
based collisions, accidents and fatal-
ities, across the network, and pro-
vides the highest level of traffic relief
to towns and villages.

Public consultation will take place
in the latter part of this year, with the
preferred option within the broad
N20 corridor identified soon after.

Ring road delay ‘major blow’
the N8 Dublin Road.

In 2007, the National
Road Authority (now
Transport Infrastruc-
ture Ireland) announced
a €500m route for the
Northern Ring,  with
10km of dual carriage-
way from Ballincollig to
Carrigrohane, which
would join up with the
N20.

Phase three of this has
been included in the
Government’s capital
plans, but this will only
unlock the eastern side
of Cork’s transport ring.
The western corridor,
from Glanmire to Ballin-
coll ig ’s  Poulavone
roundabout, is likely to
remain without a natu-
ral link for several years
to come.

The sole prohibitive
issue, it appears, is the
cost of the project.

A complete Northern
Ring Road would join the
M8 from the toll booth at
Watergrasshill to the
Poulavone Roundabout,
in Ballincollig, and the
N22.

It remains a hot topic
politically, with local
politicians from all sides
putting their weight be-
hind it.

The recent election of
Thomas Gould, a Sinn
Féin representative from
Knocknaheeny, who has
pushed for the road for
years, could add further
pressure to it ,  if  the
party gets into govern-
ment.

point and it is envisaged
that, in the longer term,
that docking point would
be where it would meet
the Cork North Ring
Road.

“The N20 project will
examine how that should
be planned for. However,
in the shorter term, the
new N20/M20 will have
to tie into the existing
road infrastructure in
Cork North City.

“The Cork North Ring
Road will not be deliver-
ed as part of the new N20
Limerick-to-Cork road in
the period of  the
National Development
Plan (2018 to 2027).

“Any delivery of part
or all of the Cork North
Ring Road would be after
2027.”

The Cork Northern
Ring Road has been in
the pipeline for 15 years.

Cork City Council has
repeatedly included the
Northern Ring Road in
its capital cost appli-
cations, but the Govern-
ment has not prioritised
its delivery.

The first designs for
the road were drawn up
in 2004 and were broken
into three phases.

Phase one proposed
linking up the N22
Ballincollig bypass with
the N20 Mallow Road,
while  phase two
included a link to the
N20 from the existing
North Ring Road. Phase
three would see the
Northern Ring linked to

In January 2020, it was
confirmed by the Depart-
ment of Transport that
the long-awaited North-
ern Ring Road would not
be built until after 2027.

It was a major blow to
the northside of Cork
city.

A report issued by the
Department of Public
Expenditure,  t i t led
‘Prospects:  Ireland’s
Pipeline of Major Infra-
structure Projects,’ has a
page on the N20 Cork-to-
Limerick road upgrade,
which makes reference
to the Northern Ring
Road.

The report  stated:
“The solution for the N20
corridor will be ident-
ified through the apprai-
sal process by the devel-
opment of a business
case for the scheme.

“This  process  will
examine the inclusion of
the Cork North Ring
Road, linking the N20 to
Dunkettle.”

However, the Depart-
ment of Transport clari-
fied that Cork won’t have
a Northern Ring Road
until after 2027.

In a statement, they
said the Northern Ring
Road remained a long-
term aim.

“The National Devel-
opment Plan sets out the
need to upgrade the road
linking Limerick to
Cork.

“When the new road
reaches Cork, it  will
need a suitable docking

Criticism over
delays for
Dunkettle
Interchange

The interchange is
cur re nt l y  u se d  by
950,000 vehicles daily
and, depending on the
completion of  other
roads projects in the re-
gion, this figure could
increase even more in
the coming years.

The current proposed
upgrade will result in
the removal of the cur-
rent signalised system
operating on a round-
about on the northern
exit of the Jack Lynch
Tunnel, is designed to
cater for future growth

September 2019 for the
main works and tenders
are expected to be re-
turned in summer 2020.

The project was orig-
inally budgeted to cost
in the region of €100 mil-
lion when it was an-
nounced almost  ten
years ago but estimates
have soared since. Last
summer, when the de-
lays first came to light,
it was estimated that it
could cost  closer  to
€170m, and even higher
f ig u res  ha ve  be en
floated since.

Transport Infrastruc-
t u re  I re la n d  c i te d
“wo r se - tha n - ant i c i -
pated ground condi-
tions and the conse-
q ue n t  i n cre as e  i n
scope” as the reason it
will go back to the mar-
ket to find a contractor
to take on the construc-
t ion  s t ag e  o f  the
process.

It said the funds to
complete the project
have been ringfenced
and the value of the
contract will be con-
firmed once the tender-
ing process is complete.

The Dunkettle Inter-
cha n g e  pro je ct  i s
currently being re-ten-
dered after being de-
layed by 12 months last
August.

The delay was viewed
as a major setback at
the time for a project
deemed crucial for the
entire region.

The development in-
volves the reconfigu-
ration of the existing
Dunkettle Interchange
to a free-flowing inter-
change.

The project includes
road links between the
N8, the N25 and the N40
and links to the R623 in
Little Island and Burys
Bridge in Dunkettle;
one grade-separated
junction arrangement;
four roundabouts; 52
structures of various
forms; several culverts;
Intelligent Transport
Systems;  and pedes-
trian and cyclist facil-
ities.

T h e  de s i gn  p h ase
(stage 1) of the contract
was awarded in May
2018. It was decided to
revert to the market in
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Getting the right
transport strategy
is vital for future
of the region

consistently elevated public trans-
port and housing as the top two
priorities.

The chamber has repeatedly called
for the first €500m to be made avail-
able for CMATS delivery, with im-
mediate delivery of Bus Connects,
the Cork Cycle Network, and pedes-
trian improvements, and increased
frequency of our existing rail.

The cost of bringing projects
through planning is a fraction of the
cost of delivery. The long process and
tendency for objections creates a
major frustration for project time-
lines.

As such, there is a need for
multiple activity streams to ensure
that Cork does not stall based on
over-reliance on a small handful of
enticing projects.

Funding models of various
formats, such as PPP, can be used to
make certain projects happen.

There can be no reason for lack of
ambition or delivery and the burden
need not rest exclusively with the
State.

There is also no reason why the
spend ratio in a place like Cork can-
not fluctuate and evolve as specific
projects are brought to fruition.

In 2020, building a new road may
not capture the imagination like a
cycle lane or greenway. However, the
M20 offers an opportunity for Ireland
to build the best integrated motor-
way in Europe.

Public transport can be the domi-
nant mode of travel at the point of in-
teraction with both Cork and Limer-
ick cities.

CMATS and its Limerick equival-
ent can provide for this. At each city
entrance, bus corridors can be incor-
porated with park-and-rides.

From this point, bus frequency
and reliability are key to traffic-free
inter-city travel.

HGVs can move unhindered and
shoppers and schoolchildren can
cross the road in Charleville and But-
tevant without diesel engines churn-
ing around them.

The town centre can become a
quality space for people. With a
national tree planting strategy of
22m trees per annum, there can
surely be room for a significant con-
tribution to indigenous planting
along the whole of the route corridor.

The relative cost would be negli-
gible.

There should be cycle corridors
adjacent, in parallel, or incorporated
into the new M20 or along the old N20
route.

The route to mobility in a city re-
gion like Cork will require an ac-
knowledgement that all assets will
be required. Following this is a ques-
tion of prioritisation, what can be
done, what is most strategic, and
which projects can be brought
through planning while others are in
construction.

With gestation periods of decades,
there is no such thing as a quick win
with roads infrastructure. But while
a road rumbles through the planning
process, multiple fine-grain inter-
ventions can be delivered.

Delivery of CMATS will define the
success of Cork.
■ Thomas McHugh, director of public
affairs and communications at Cork
Chamber

Thomas McHugh

It’s easy to make inflammatory state-
ments that do nothing to address the
complex challenges we face as a so-
ciety.

On housing, healthcare, foreign
policy, and trade, there is a tendency
to oversimplify, and to jump into the
silo of your choosing.

Transport is one such issue: some
would argue exclusively for public
and active transport, while others
heavily prioritise roads.

Fortunately for Cork, government
policy and stakeholder consensus
are on the verge of being enshrined
in a National Transport Authority
plan, called the ‘Cork Metropolitan
Area Transport Strategy’ (CMATS),
which demonstrates that the answer
for Cork includes roads, buses, cyc-
ling, walking, and rail.

To implement this strategy, the
chamber has called for a Cork NTA
office and for the strategy to be set in
legislation to ensure delivery. Let’s
look at some of the reasons CMATS is
so important:
■ 100km of new and upgraded foot-
path
■ 140km of greenways
■ 250% increase in footfall on St Pa-
trick’s Street
■ 350km of cycle network and 60km
of inter urban cycle network
■ 100km of bus lanes, with six stra-
tegic park-and-rides
■ 22 new, two-car trains and eight
new suburban rail stations, such as
Kilbarry
■ 17km of light rail with a five-min-
ute frequency

CMATS also references roads pro-
jects, such as the M28 to Ringaskid-
dy, the Northern Ring Road, Dun-
kettle interchange, and the M20 to
Limerick, which are important facili-
tators of the exemplary public and
active transport that we wish to see
in our metropolitan area.

They take account of the National
Planning Framework by enhancing
the connectivity of Ireland’s second-
and third-largest city regions. They
enable the Port of Cork to make the
historic move to Ringaskiddy, thus
making our docklands and Tivoli the
home to a thriving city community
and solidifying the role of the port in
global shipping.

They also pave the way for options
such as a city centre HGV ban to en-
hance city centre air quality and to
ensure pedestrian and cycle safety.
They make journeys safer, quieter,
and less polluted by removing ha-
zards and congestion and routing
commercial vehicular movement
away from communities.

A limited suite of planned strategic
upgrades is, therefore, a functional
necessity for Cork. This accepted, the
remaining element of debate in the
well-worn battle line between the
committed public and active trans-
port advocate and the roads pro-
moter is which should be prioritised
and the spend ratio between the
former and the latter.

In a 2019 Citizens Assembly vote,
90% wanted to flip the roads-to-pub-
lic transport spend ratio from 2:1 to
1:2. While the precise impacts of such
a move are untested, the sentiment is
clear.

Cork Chamber membership has

Cork-Ringaskiddy
motorway expected to
be complete by 2027
The construction of the M28 Cork-
Ringaskiddy motorway is currently
scheduled for a 2027 completion date
if the project progresses as planned.

However, it has been hit by a
number of delays over the years and
more of these would not be a surprise
for a scheme considered crucial in
many respects with regards to re-
gional development.

The motorway is viewed as critical
to unlocking the potential of the Port
of Cork in Ringaskiddy, supporting
the expanding pharmaceutical in-
dustry in the area and enabling the
Port to move out of their land in Ti-
voli, Cork city, which would then be
used to develop housing.

However, before it gets to the stage
of construction, there are approxi-
mately three years of advance works
and diversions to complete, as well as
a number of Compulsory Purchase
Orders (CPOs) for land in the area.

The M28 Cork to Ringaskiddy Pro-
ject is the upgrade of approximately
12.5km of the N28 from the N40 South
Ring Road, at Bloomfield Inter-
change, to Ringaskiddy.

Transport Infrastructure Ireland
is the funding authority for this pro-
ject and the project has been in-
cluded in the government’s Infra-
structure and Capital Investment
Plan 2016 – 2021.

The N28 corridor itself is part of
the Trans-European Transport Net-
work, accessing the Tier 1 Port at
Ringaskiddy. This requires that the
Port is served by a high-quality road
(either a motorway or express road),
designed and built for motor traffic.

The existing N28 is predominantly
a single car riageway road and
suffers from significant congestion.
The road does not have the capacity
to cater for current traffic volumes at
peak times or future expected in-
creases in traffic.

The planning application for the
M28 Cork to Ringaskiddy Project was
lodged to An Bord Pleanála in May
2017. An Bord Pleanála approved the
planning application with modifica-
tions in June 2018.

This was challenged by the M28
Steering Group — which claims to
represent some 10,000 residents in
Rochestown, Douglas and Mount
Oval in opposition to the scheme —
in the High Court, but this was
thrown out in December 2019.

In January, it was reported that
the M28 Steering Group was recon-
sidering launching another chal-
lenge. The group had claimed the
decision to approve the road was
flawed on grounds including that the
application for permission to build
the road was premature, incomplete
and did not meet both domestic and
European law requirements.

However, Mr Justice Michael Mac-
Grath ruled the court was not con-
vinced the project was not properly
assessed before the decision was
made. According to the ‘Investment
Projects and Programmes Tracker’
published by the Department of Pub-
lic Expenditure in January, the N28
project was currently at stage 3 of 6
— the final business case — with the
construction estimated to be com-
pleted in 2027.

Approval for Macroom
/Baile Mhúirne bypass
following 20-year wait
The €280m upgrade of the N22 Cork-
Kerry road, which includes the Mac-
room bypass, was approved by Cabi-
net in October 2019.

The vast road project had been on
the cards for some 20 years.

It includes the construction of
22km of dual carriageway from
Coolcower, east of Macroom, to
in cl u de  a  n or th er n  bypass  o f
Macroom town, continuing west to
tie in to the existing N22 near the
Cork-Kerry boundary.

The new road will also bypass the
villages of Baile Mhic Íre and Baile
Mhúirne,  giving road-users an
alternative to the infamous Baile
Mhúirne bends.

The Cabinet approval meant Cork
County Council was free to award a
contract for the scheme, which is
designed to improve road safety and
journey times between Cork and
Kerry. The contract was awarded to
a  j o int  ventu re  o f  Jo n s  C i vi l
Engineering Company Ltd and John
Cradock Ltd.

It came eight years after An Bord
Pl eaná la  g ra n t ed  p l a n ning
permission for the scheme.

Planning documents, which are
now almost a decade old, predicted
that by 2027, the Macroom bypass
would handle around 11,200 vehicles
a day to the west of Macroom, and
between 9,500 and 11,500 vehicles per
day on the bypassed section in
Macroom.

The full route is used by 14,000
vehicles daily, with this f igure
expected to increase to more than
20,000 when work is complete.

Transport Infrastructure Ireland
said the bypass alone will lead to
savings in travel times of between 11
and 17 minutes, depending on the
start and end location of the journey.

The road will be built through
challenging terrain, from hilly,
remote land with rocky outcrops at
the western end, to low-lying pasture
lands to the east of Macroom.

It will cross a land-locked section
of the Inniscarra reservoir to the
south-east of the town.

Engineers have spent the last two
years on a range of preparatory
works to prime the route corridor for
construction, including extensive
gro und i n ve st i g at i on  wo rks ,
archaeological excavations, and the
removal and relocation of high-
voltage overhead power lines.

As part of the road project, some 18
ro a d  b r i dg e s  (und er  and  over
bridges), 24 accommodation (under/
over  bridg e)  s tr uctures  and a
number of culvert structures are to
be constructed.

Once construction work starts, it
is expected it will take three and a
half years to complete.

However, it is understood that the
Macroom bypass section will be built
and opened before the western
section is completed.

The project, as per a report from
the Department of Public Expendi-
ture, is in phase four of development
—  the  im plem en t at io n  and
construction phase — and is on
course for a 2023 finish.

That report puts it in a cost range
of €250m to €500m.

for the delivery of what I
know is a really important
project with the county and
city of Cork,” he said at the
time.

Fianna Fái l  leader
Micheál Martin said that
Cork “is losing out as a re-
sult of this Government’s
complete mismanagement
of capital  projects” and
the latest delay “raises seri-
ous questions about the way
this  process  has  been
handled”.

knock-on effect on other
strategic infrastructure pro-
jects such as the M28 access
to the Port of Cork in Rin-
gaskiddy where the port is
planning a  major  €80m
container terminal.

In January of this year,
Finance Minister Paschal
Donohoe said the Govern-
ment is “absolutely com-
mitted” to delivering the
project, despite the delays.

“We wanted to ensure that
we could get the best value

up to 2050. It is now antici-
pated the contract will be
awarded in 2020, with sec-
tional openings scheduled to
take place in 2022, with full
completion in 2023.

Speaking at the time of the
delays  emerging ,  Cork
Chamber hit  out  at  the
delay, and said people would
be sceptical  of  the  new
completion date.

They said the failure to de-
liver the interchange on
schedule  wo uld  have  a

It is hoped that east-bound traffic queues near Mahon Point shopping centre for the Jack Lynch tunnel
would be relieved by an interchange that has been dogged with issues since it was first announced.
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Mahathir seeks vote as new Malaysian PM sworn in
Eileen Ng

Mahathir Mohamad has
called for an urgent sitting
of Malaysia’s parliament to
contest the appointment of
a former ally as prime min-
ister under a Malay-majority
coalition that could further
split the nation following the
collapse of Mr Mahathir’s
multiracial reformist alli-
ance.

Muhyiddin Yassin, a sea-
soned politician who once
famously quipped that he is

Malay first and Malaysian
second, was sworn in as the
new leader at the palace af-
ter getting the support of
several opposition parties.
Among the supporters was
the corruption-tainted Unit-
ed Malays National Organ-
isation (UMNO), which was
ousted by Mr Mahathir’s Al-
liance of Hope in a historic
vote in 2018.

Mr Muhyiddin, 72, pulled
his Bersatu party out of the
alliance last Monday, trig-
gering its collapse.

Mr Mahathir resigned as
prime minister in protest of
the plan that would bring
UMNO back to power. After a
week of political turmoil, the
king said that he believed Mr
Muhyiddin had the majority
support of politicians and
named him the new leader.

But Mr Mahathir’s camp
has contested that assertion,
saying the 94-year-old two-
time prime minister has the
backing of 114 politicians
to return as premier for a
third time, surpassing the

112 votes needed for a simple
majority.

Mr Mahathir said yes-
terday that the palace had
refused to hear him out. He
called for an urgent sitting
of the lower house of parlia-
ment to test Mr Muhyiddin’s
claim of majority support.
The house is due to resume
on March 9, but Mr Mahathir
said it could be delayed.

“People on our side may be
offered to be ministers. They
may be offered other things,”
he said.

“We feel we have 114, but
after the actions taken by
these very rich and very
powerful people, we may not
have the 114,” he said. “So
the test of the pudding is in
the eating; hold the parlia-
ment sitting now.”

Already, two of the poli-
ticians among the 114 have
denied supporting Mr Ma-
hathir.

Mr Mahathir said he felt
betrayed by Mr Muhyid-
din’s move and warned that
UMNO leaders including ex-

prime minister Najib Razak,
who is facing trial on corrup-
tion charges, may get off the
hook. UMNO is the biggest
party in Mr Muhyiddin’s
new coalition.

“The court may find it
embarrassing to take action
against the government,”
Mr Mahathir said. “We have
seen this happen before dur-
ing Najib’s time when he was
able to manipulate the court,
change the charges and to a
certain extent, influence the
decision of the court. I be-

lieve if the new government
is installed now with Najib
in it, this is what is going to
happen.”

Mr Muhyiddin and Mr Ma-
hathir were former members
of UMNO who formed Bersa-
tu in 2016 amid anger over a
massive corruption scandal
involving the 1MDB state in-
vestment fund.

Mr Muhyiddin served in
various ministries during
Mr Mahathir’s first stint as
prime minister for 22 years
until 2003.

Biden: I
can ‘unite
the whole
country’
� Momentumwith former vice
president ahead of Super Tuesday
Steve Peoples

Joe Biden said he can “unite
this country, the whole coun-
try” after scoring a thunder-
ing victory in South Caro-
lina’s Democratic primary
that could force moderate ri-
vals out of the race and blunt
the rise of progressive leader
Bernie Sanders.

Mr Biden vowed he would
improve his campaign oper-
ation, his fundraising haul
— and even his own perfor-
mance — as the race pushes
toward Super Tuesday, mak-
ing the case he is the candi-
date that can win in states
beyond those voting this
week.

“I feel good,” Mr Biden
said on ABC’s This Week.
“I can win and I can bring
along Democratic victories.”

Mr Biden commanded the
airwaves with back-to-back
interviews after Saturday’s
win, which came on the
strength of African Ameri-
can support and at a perilous
moment in his 2020 bid. He
needed an emphatic rebound
after underwhelming perfor-
mances this month in Iowa,
New Hampshire and Nevada.

The race now pivots to
the 14 states from Maine to
California that vote tomor-
row in what in effect will
be a national primary in a
race increasingly becoming
a match-up between the two
powerhouses representing
divergent paths for the party.

Mr Sanders led in fund-
raising hauls with an
eye-popping $46.5m (€42.2m)
for February. The senator
said it’s not the total amount
that should impress but the
enthusiasm of working peo-
ple digging into their pockets
for his candidacy.

“No campaign out there
has a stronger grassroots
movement than we do,” Mr
Sanders said. “That’s how
you beat Trump.”

Fellow progressive Eliz-
abeth Warren brought in

$29m (€26.2m) last month
and Mr Biden trailed with
$18m (€16.3m), but the for-
mer vice president said he
raised $5m (€4.5m) in the
past 24 hours.

Seven candidates remain
in the Democrats’ quest to
find the strongest possible
nominee to take on president
Donald Trump in November.

Pressure is mounting on
the trailing candidates to jus-
tify their campaigns or step
aside so Mr Biden can en-
gage in a more direct match-
up against Mr Sanders, who
heads into the coming week
eager to surpass his rivals in
amassing delegates for the
nomination.

“It’s not for me to tell an-
other candidate to get out of
the race,” Mr Biden said on
Fox News Sunday.

Mr Biden made his own
direct attack on Mr Sanders
saying: “The people aren’t
looking for revolution.
They’re looking for results.”

Mr Biden won about three
times as many delegates
in South Carolina as Mr
Sanders, his nearest rival,
giving a momentary respite
to anxious Democrats who
feared that the democratic
socialist would finish Feb-
ruary with four consecutive
top finishes that would make
it difficult for anyone to over-
take him.

Even with the victory, the
shortcomings of Mr Biden’s
campaign remain, including
a lack of robust funding and
organisation, and this week
for the first time he will face
Mike Bloomberg, a billion-
aire who has spent more
than $500m advertising in
the Super Tuesday states.

Mr Biden downplayed the
lack of an endorsement from
former president Barack
Obama, whose name he of-
ten invokes on the campaign
trail to voters nostalgic for
his administration.

Mr Biden said he has to
earn this “on my own".

British PM Johnson reveals plan for ‘hard
bargain’ in bid to secure trade deal with US
RichardWheeler

Boris Johnson has pledged
to “drive a hard bargain” as
the UK outlined its negoti-
ating objectives for the up-
coming trade talks with the
United States.

The UK government said
it wants to open up opportu-
nities for British businesses
and investors while also en-
suring the NHS is not for sale
via the desired free trade
agreement.

It added it remains com-
mitted to keeping the NHS
universal and free at the
point of use, something
which the prime minister
was pushed on time after
time during the general elec-
tion.

The British team also
wants to guarantee high
standards and protections
for British consumers and
workers, including on ani-
mal welfare.

Mr Johnson said: “We
have the best negotiators in
the business and of course,
we’re going to drive a hard
bargain to boost British in-
dustry. Trading Scottish
smoked salmon for Stetson
hats, we will deliver lower
prices and more choice for
our shoppers.

“Most importantly, this
transatlantic trade deal will
reflect the unique closeness
of our two great nations.”

The comments come as
ministers prepare to publish
its negotiation mandate with
the US today.

The talks will take place
in parallel alongside the bar-
tering with the European
Union over a post-Brexit re-
lationship.

Downing Street has been
urged by trade union leaders
not to “cosy up” to president
Donald Trump during the
talks, calling on the PM to
block any US manoeuvring

to lower food standards.
Ministers have repeatedly
faced demands to rule out
chlorinated chicken and
hormone-treated beef being
imported from the US in any
deal, with animal welfare

and environmental concerns
raised.

The Department for Inter-
national Trade (DIT) said it
expects manufacturers of ce-
ramics, cars, food and drink,
and professional services to

be among the British indus-
tries to benefit the most from
tariff-free access to the US
market.

Crawford Falconer, DIT’s
chief trade negotiation ad-
viser and formerly New Zea-
land’s chief negotiator, will
oversee talks on the UK side.

Negotiating rounds will al-
ternate between the UK and
US.

Meanwhile, Mr Johnson
and Carrie Symonds have
announced they are expect-
ing a baby.

Ms Symonds told her fol-
lowers on Instagram she felt
“incredibly blessed”.

She said she and Mr John-
son got engaged at the end
of last year “and we’ve got
a baby hatching early sum-
mer”. Mr Johnson, 55, and Ms
Symonds, 31, made history as
the first unmarried couple
to officially live together in
Downing Street when they
moved in last year.

Gun
drama
during
Guaidó
march
Associated Press

Socialist hardliners in Ven-
ezuela opened fire during
a march headed by Juan
Guaidó, injuring a 16-year-
old demonstrator and adding
to tensions in the country as
the opposition leader seeks
to revive his campaign to
oust Nicolás Maduro.

During the confrontation,
a masked man brandished
a pistol pointed toward a
group of opposition activists,
including Mr Guaidó.

The incident in the cen-
tral city of Barquisimeto
is believed to be the first
time pro-government vigi-
lantes, known as colectivos,
have aimed a weapon at Mr
Guaidó, who the US and
more than 50 other countries
recognise as Venezuela’s
rightful leader following Mr
Maduro’s re-election in 2018
in a race the opposition says
was marred by irregulari-
ties.

The city’s former mayor
and opposition activist Alfre-
do Ramos said the marchers
led by Mr Guaidó were “am-
bushed” by about 200 colec-
tivo members and govern-
ment security forces loyal to
Mr Maduro.

Mr Ramos said worse
bloodshed was avoided be-
cause the unidentified man
did not open fire at that mo-
ment.

But later, as the crowd
swelled, a 16-year-old demon-
strator was shot in the leg
and several others were
roughed up as the colectivos
harassed participants.

“Courage and strength,”
Mr Guaidó said in a con-
versation with the injured
activist that was videotaped
by his aides while their cara-
van headed back to Caracas.
“We’re going to achieve free-
dom for our country.”

Later, the opposition lead-
er reiterated a call for sup-
porters to take to the streets
on March 10.

“It’s time to increase deci-
sively and without fear the
actions and pressure on the
tyranny headed by Maduro,”
he said in a statement.

An opposition politician,
Daniel Antequera, said the
march through poor neigh-
borhoods drew surprising-
ly strong support. It lasted
about an hour, with the
armed groups meeting them
at various points, he said.
They pressed on, believing
the gunfire was going into
the air — until learning that
the teen was shot.

“They won’t be able to
stop an entire country that
is starving and that under-
stands the only way to pro-
gress is through democracy
and liberty,” said Mr Anteq-
uera, who visited the boy in
the hospital.

Dimitris Pantoulas, a Ca-
racas-based political ana-
lyst, said the incident under-
scores the forceful role being
played in Venezuela by the
colectivos.

As political turmoil has
swept over Venezuela during
the past year, armed groups
loyal to Mr Maduro have
been increasingly deployed
by a government determined
to resist domestic opposition
and mounting international
pressure, Mr Pantoulas said.

“This is a tactic by the gov-
ernment to use violence by
colectivos to intimidate its
opponents,” said Mr Pantou-
las. “Every day the colectivos
are feeling stronger inside
the Maduro government.
One day, the situation could
easily get out of hand and
lead to bloodshed.”

Outspoken gang critic LeBarón flees threat inMexico for United States
Peter Orsi

A prominent member of a
community of US-Mexican
dual citizens living in north-
ern Mexico that was shat-
tered by the November mas-
sacre of three women and six
children along a rural road
has fled to the United States
after an apparent threat on
his life.

Julián LeBarón, who has
long been outspoken in de-
nouncing rampant criminal
activity in the area and local
authorities’ complicity with
the gangs, expressed frustra-
tion with continued insecuri-
ty in his corner of a country
that posted 35,588 murders
in 2019, the most since com-
parable records began to be
kept in the 1990s.

“I think that it’s reaching a
breaking point. I mean, peo-
ple are just sick to death of
the criminals,” Mr LeBarón
said. “They’re sick and tired
of feeling like you have to
not move (around). In other
words, little by little they end
up taking over people’s free-
dom.”

Mr LeBarón believes the
threat was related to his re-

fusal to keep silent and sug-
gested that the final straw
may have been a recent dis-
agreement with local police.

On February 17, he said,
there was a shootout in Ca-
sas Grandes, Chihuahua
state, where he has a home,
followed by a couple of ap-
parent grenade detonations,
and then still more gunfire.
The next day, he called po-

lice to ask about it, and an
officer said they didn’t know
that anything at all had hap-
pened. They argued, and the
officer hung up on him.

That night Mr LeBarón
said he received a phone
call at home from a friendly
source saying they had infor-
mation that La Linea, a gang
that acts as enforcers for the
Juarez Cartel, wanted to kill

him and he needed to get to
a safe place — preferably
north of the border.

He ran behind a concrete
wall and called for help
from federal police posted in
nearby Colonia LeBarón, a
force the community large-
ly trusts and with which it
maintains good relations.
When they arrived in Casas
Grandes, they saw local po-

lice “scrambling,” he said. A
relative’s maid later report-
ed seeing 15 gunmen in a ca-
nal near Mr LeBarón’s home
that night, and he believes he
could have been their target.

“We’re a thorn in these
people’s side because all the
local police in our region in
north-western Chihuahua,
they all work for the cartel.
And obviously the state au-

thorities, they kind of turn
a blind eye to the fact that
we have an armed army
just roaming the streets and
murdering people and just
complete and total impuni-
ty,” Mr LeBarón said.

After laying low for a cou-
ple of days, Mr LeBarón
drove with his uncle and a
federal police escort to the
Arizona border.

Associated Press

Afghanistan’s president has
said he will not free thou-
sands of Taliban prisoners
ahead of all-Afghan pow-
er-sharing talks set for next
week.

Ashraf Ghani said he dis-
agreed with the timetable
for a speedy prisoner re-
lease laid out a day earlier
in a US-Taliban peace agree-
ment.

Mr Ghani’s comments
pointed to the first hitch in
implementing the fragile
deal, which is aimed at end-
ing America’s longest war
after more than 18 years and
getting rival Afghan factions
to agree on their country’s
future.

However, the US has said
a planned troop withdrawal
over the next 14 months is
linked to the Taliban’s coun-

ter-terrorism performance,
not to progress in intra-Af-
ghan talks.

The US-Taliban deal
signed on Saturday envi-
sions the release of up to
5,000 Taliban prisoners by
the Afghan government
ahead of talks between Af-
ghan factions meant to begin
on March 10 in the Norwe-
gian capital Oslo. The Talib-
an would release up to 1,000
prisoners.

Mr Ghani said in the Af-
ghan capital Kabul that this
was not a promise the United
States could make.

He said the release of pris-
oners was a decision for his
government to take and that
he was not ready to release
prisoners before the start of
negotiations.

“The request has been
made by the United States
for the release of prisoners

and it can be part of the ne-
gotiations but it cannot be
a precondition,” Mr Ghani
said.

The US-Taliban deal is
seen as a historic opportu-
nity to extricate the United
States from Afghanistan, a
nation convulsed by conflict
since the Soviet invasion in
December 1979.

Yet it could also unravel
quickly, particularly if the
Taliban fail to deliver on a
promise that no terror at-
tacks would be launched
from Afghan soil.

The intra-Afghan talks be-
tween squabbling political
factions and rival Taliban
are even more intricate —
even if a potential failure
might not slow the with-
drawal of American forces.

In an interview with The
Associated Press, Qatari for-
eign minister Mohammad

bin Abdulrahman al-Thani
said he considered a prison-
er exchange an important
confidence-building meas-
ure.

“What we have here is a

14-months agreement that,
including in these 14 months,
there are several things that
need to be accomplished be-
cause everything is intercon-
nected,” he said.

Afghan president Ashraf Ghani speaks during a news conference at
the presidential palace in Kabul, Afghanistan, yesterday.

Afghan president rules out
freeing Taliban prisoners

Germany wine harvest
hit by warm weather
DavidMcHugh

A warm winter means that
for the first time in years,
Germany’s vineyards will
produce no ice wine, an ex-
pensive, golden nectar made
from grapes that have been
left to freeze on the vine.

The German Wine Insti-
tute said that none of the
country’s wine regions saw
the necessary low tempera-
ture of minus 7C.

A succession of warm win-
ters have cut into ice wine
production recently, the in-
stitute said, noting that in
2017 only seven producers
managed to make it, and only
five managed it in 2013.

The institute, the wine in-
dustry’s marketing arm, did
not say how far back records
went.

“If warm winters become
more frequent over the com-
ing years, ice wines from Ger-
many’s regions will soon be-

came an even more expensive
rarity than they already are,”
said wine institute spokes-
man Ernst Buescher.

Freezing the grapes before
they are crushed concen-
trates the sugar and leads to
an intensely sweet, golden
wine often served with des-
sert.

It has always been a niche
product, about 0.1% of Ger-
man production, and expen-
sive due to low volumes.

Making it is a tricky busi-
ness that can enhance the
winemaker’s reputation.

Workers must race into the
vineyards to bring the grapes
in with only a few hours no-
tice when the temperature
falls. The grapes must be
pressed while still frozen, a
process carried put in un-
heated facilities. Vineyard
owners also face the risk that
grapes set aside for ice wine
will rot on the vine before the
hard freeze comes.

People watch a sculpture of a bridge burning at the Maslenitsa (Shrovetide) festival at the Nikola-Lenivets art park in Nikola-Lenivets village, about 200m south-west of
Moscow, Russia. Maslenitsa is a traditional Russian holiday marking the end of winter that dates back to the pagan times. Picture: Dmitry Serebryakov/AP

British prime minister Boris Johnson and partner Carrie Symonds
have announced that they are expecting a baby in the summer.

Farewell to winter

Muhyiddin Yassin won the
support of opposition parties.



9Irish Examiner
Monday, 2.03.2020 World News

Dean Gray

The centre-right populist op-
position has claimed victory
in the parliamentary elec-
tion in Slovakia, ending the
reign of the country’s long
dominant but scandal-taint-
ed leftist party.
According to nearly com-

plete results released by the
Statistics Office yesterday,
the Ordinary People group
captured 25% of the vote
and 53 seats in the 150-seat
parliament in a move that
steered the country to the
right.
“We will try to form the

best government Slovakia’s
ever had,” Ordinary People
chairman Igor Matovic told
a cheering crowd of 2,000
supporters in a sports hall

in his home town of Trna-
va, located north east of the
capital.
The ruling leftist Smer-So-

cial Democracy party led by
former populist prime min-
ister Robert Fico was in sec-
ond with 18.3% or 38 seats.
Smer has been in power

for most of the past 14 years,
winning big in every election
since 2006. It gained 28.3% in
the last election in 2016 after
campaigning on an anti-mi-
grant ticket.
But the party was dam-

aged by political turmoil
following the 2018 murders
of an investigative journalist
and his fiancee.
In what would be a fur-

ther blow for Smer, its two
current coalition partners,
the ultra-nationalist Slovak

National Party and a party
of ethnic Hungarians looked
like they would not win any
seats.
Pro-western Mr Matovic,

46, has made fighting cor-
ruption and attacking Mr
Fico the central tenet of his
campaign. An anti-corrup-
tion drive has been in his
party’s programme since he
established it 10 years ago.
Mr Matovic is expected to

governwith the pro-business
Freedom and Solidarity par-
ty that made 6.2% (13 seats)
and the conservative For
People established by former
president Andrej Kiska that
finished with 5.8% (12 seats).
Although the three would

have a majority with 78
seats, Mr Matovic said he
also wants to rule with We

Are Family, a populist right-
wing group that placed third
with 8.2% or 17 seats.
“I’d like to assure every-

body that there’s nothing
to worry about,” he said.
“We’re not here to fight cul-
tural wars.”
An extreme far-right par-

ty whose members use Nazi
salutes and which wants Slo-

vakia out of the European
Union and Nato became the
fourth most popular party in
the country of just under 5.5
million with 8% and 17 seats.
The far-right People’s

Party Our Slovakia won 8%
and 14 seats in parliament in
2016. All other parties have
ruled out cooperation with
the party.

Pressure grows on UK home secretary Patel to step down
Patrick Daly

UK home secretary Priti
Patel has been defended by
a senior Cabinet colleague
amid calls for her to resign
following a fall-out at the top
of the home office.
Philip Rutnam, the de-

partment’s most senior civil
servant, quit on Saturday af-
ter accusing Ms Patel of or-
chestrating a “vicious” cam-
paign against him, of lying
about her involvement in it
and of creating a climate of

fear among her officials. But
health secretary Matt Han-
cock said Ms Patel was “ex-
tremely courteous” in her
dealings with colleagues.
And Conservative ally

Nusrat Ghani MP, who was
sacked as a minister by Bo-
ris Johnson last month, said
the criticism of Ms Patel had
sexist overtones.
Their comments come al-

most 24 hours after Mr Rut-
nam’s sensational resigna-
tion, a period during which
no minister spoke out in

defence of the embattled for-
mer international develop-
ment secretary.
MrHancock told the BBC’s

Andrew Marr programme:
“Priti is a very determined
home secretary.
“She is probably closer

to where the public are on
the issues of law and order
than any home secretary in
recent history. I think she
drives things forward.
“I also think she is ex-

tremely courteous, and in
every dealing I’ve had with

her she has been very cour-
teous. I can’t get into the
details of the case, not least
because it looks like it might
be going to court, and I’m not
close to it.”
Former transport minister

Ms Ghani used her appear-
ance on Sky News to suggest
that Ms Patel could be being
judged more harshly be-
cause she is a woman.
She said: “My experience

of working with Priti is that
she is incredibly determined.
“She provides strong lead-

ership and she’s delivering
some very important aspects
of our policy.
“I do think it’s curious

that if you’re providing lead-
ership, if you’re determined,
working at a fantastic pace,
that within men that is seen
as a fantastic skill and for
women sometimes it’s seen
as challenging.”
Labour has looked to ramp

up the pressure on the un-
der-fire home secretary, with
shadow chancellor John
McDonnell suggesting she

could be forced to resign.
Mr McDonnell, when asked
if Ms Patel could stay in her
post, told Sky News’ Sophy
Ridge on Sunday: “I can’t see
it, it’s bizarre.”
He added: “One of the

ways the prime minister
could go forward is to have
an independent investiga-
tion but during that period
you’d have to suspend the
home secretary whilst that
went on.”
Labour leadership can-

didate Keir Starmer also

called on Ms Patel to explain
to MPs the explosive allega-
tions levelled against her by
Mr Rutnam.
Mr Starmer said: “The

home secretary has a duty
to come to parliament to ex-
plain the allegations made
about her own conduct.”
The shadow Brexit secre-

tary called for cabinet sec-
retary Mark Sedwill to start
“an immediate investiga-
tion” into the circumstances
surrounding Mr Rutnam’s
departure.

Weary and divided, Israel goes back to
the polls for the third time in under a year
Josef Federman

For the third time in under
a year, prime minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu is seeking
re-election, and once again
the Israeli leader is on the
ropes.
After two inconclusive

elections last year, opinion
polls forecast another stale-
mate — a troubling scenario
for Mr Netanyahu, who will
go on trial on corruption
charges just two weeks after
today’s vote.
This electioncampaignhas

been especially tumultuous.
US president Donald Trump
launched his long-awaited
Mideast plan, a proposal that
heavily favoured Israel and
was seen as an election gift
to Mr Netanyahu.
The Israeli leader, mean-

while, was forced to drop
his bid for immunity from
prosecution, and just a week
ago, Israel battled Gaza mil-
itants in a two-day round of

fighting. Today’s election is
seen as another referendum
on Mr Netanyahu, the coun-
try’s longest-serving prime
minister. And once again,
the country seems hopeless-
ly divided.
With seeming boundless

energy, 70-year-old Mr Net-

anyahu has taken to the air-
waves and hit the campaign
trail, presenting himself
to adoring audiences as a
global statesman uniquely
qualified to lead the country
through its many complicat-
ed challenges.
He claims credit for a

strong economy and boasts
of his close relationships
with world leaders, first and
foremost Mr Trump, while
deriding opponent Benny
Gantz as a lightweight.
In a message that has

drawn accusations of rac-
ism, he also accuses Mr
Gantz of plotting with Arab
politicians to oust him.
In recent days, Mr Net-

anyahu and his Likud sur-
rogates spread unfounded
allegations claiming his op-
ponent is corrupt, unstable
and susceptible to blackmail
by Iran.
“Being prime minister of

Israel is a complicated thing,
full of pressures 24 hours a
day,” Mr Netanyahu added.
“I don’t think Benny Gantz
can handle it.”
Mr Gantz, a former mil-

itary chief of staff, has fo-
cused his campaign on Mr
Netanyahu’s character, say-
ing a man accused of serious
crimes is unfit to lead.

Weekend polls, the last to
be published before the vote,
showed Mr Gantz’s Blue and
White and Mr Netanyahu’s
Likud party in a tight race,
though Mr Gantz’s party has
shown some small signs of
slippage over the past week.
Even so, the polls forecast
both parties and their small-
er partners will again fall
short of securing the 61-seat
majority required to form a
government.
The easiest way out of the

deadlock would be a unity
government between the two
parties, which together are
expected to control a solid
majority in the 120-seat par-
liament.
But Mr Gantz says he will

only form a partnership with
Likud if Mr Netanyahu steps
down. Mr Netanyahu insists
he remain prime minister in
any unity deal.
The deadlock has raised

the possibility of a fourth
election in quick succession.

Israeli primeminister Benjamin Netanyahu addresses his Likud
party supporters during an election campaign rally in Ramat Gan.

Anne-Marie.

Refugees
gather at
borders as
fighting
escalates
� Migrants try to enter Greece after
Turkey opens floodgates to Europe
Costas Kantouris
and AndrewWilks

Thousands of migrants and
refugees massed at Turkey’s
western frontier, trying to
enter Greece by land and sea
after Turkey said its borders
were open to those hoping to
head to Europe.
In Syria, Turkish troops

shot down two Syrian war-
planes after the Syrian
military downed a Turkish
drone, a major escalation in
the direct conflict between
Syrian and Turkish forces.
Turkey’s decision to ease

border restrictions came
amid a Russia-backed Syrian
government offensive into
Syria’s north-western Idlib
province.
That offensive has killed

dozens of Turkish troops
and led to a surge of nearly a
million Syrian civilians flee-
ing the fighting toward Tur-
key’s sealed border.
Turkey backs the Syrian

rebels fighting in Idlib prov-
ince, and has sent thousands
of troops into the area.
Idlib is the last opposi-

tion-held stronghold in Syr-
ia, and is dominated by al
Qaeda linked fighters.
A Turkish official said the

fighting in Idlib was directly
linked to Turkey’s decision
to open the gates for refugees
to Europe.
He said Ankara had

changed its focus to prepar-
ing for the possibility of new
arrivals from Syria “instead
of preventing refugees who
intend tomigrate to Europe”.
“Europe and others must

take robust action to address
this monumental challenge,”
said Fahrettin Altun, the
communications director for
Turkey’s president, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan.
“We can’t be expected to do

this on our own.”

Mr Erdogan’s decision to
declare his country’s bor-
ders with Europe open made
good on a long-standing
threat to let refugees into the
continent.
His announcement

marked a dramatic depar-
ture from the current policy
and an apparent attempt to
pressure Europe into offer-
ing Turkey more support in
dealing with the fallout from
the Syrian war to its south.
Under a €6bn deal in 2016,

Turkey agreed to stem the
tide of refugees to Europe in
return for financial aid, after
more than a million people
entered Europe in 2015.
It has since accused the

EU of failing to honour the
agreement, and Mr Erdogan
has frequently threatened to
allow refugees and migrants
to head to Europe unless
more international support
was provided.
Turkey already hosts 3.6m

Syrian refugees, as well as
others from Africa, Asia and
the Middle East.
On the Greek-Turkish

land border, Greek army and
police patrols thwarted at-
tempts on Saturday evening
by thousands to push into
the country, using tear gas
and stun grenades to keep
crowds back.
Officials said the situation

was much calmer yesterday
morning. But in the after-
noon, authorities used tear
gas and water cannons to
push back another crowd at-
tempting to cross.
Migrants threw rocks and

other objects, and one police-
man was injured.
The UN migration organ-

isation reported at least
13,000 people had massed on
Turkey’s land border by Sat-
urday night, the vast majori-
ty from Afghanistan.

Analysis: 11

Migrants walk on the railway tracks heading for Greece near the Pazarakule border crossing in Edirne, Turkey. The UNmigration organisation said that at least 13,000 people
weremassed on Turkey’s land border with Greece, after Turkey officially declared its western borders were open tomigrants hoping to head into the EU. Picture: Emrah Gurel/AP

Attacks on Indian reporters highlight growing intolerance
Emily Schmall

Reporting in India has never
been without its risks, but
journalists say attacks on
the press during last week’s
deadly communal riots be-
tween Hindus and Muslims
in New Delhi show the situ-
ation is deteriorating.
One reporter was shot

and survived, another had
his teeth knocked out, and
many more said Hindu mobs
demanded proof of religion

and tried to keep them from
documenting vandalism
and violence that included
people attacking one anoth-
er with axes, swords, metal
pipes and guns.
Authorities have yet to

provide an official account
of what sparked the 72-hour
clash that left 42 people dead
and hundreds wounded,
though tensions between
Hindus and Muslims have
been building for months
over a new citizenship law.

Nor have they addressed
journalists’ allegations that
theywere singled out byHin-
du mobs.
But experts and journal-

ists say the attacks on re-
porters covering the riots
— and censorship of critical
content in the aftermath of
the violence — are a sign of
growing intolerance for in-
dependent reporting in India
under prime minister Nar-
endra Modi’s Hindu-nation-
alist led government.

Anindya Chattopadhyay, a
photographer for the Times
of India newspaper, said that
as he reached the scene of
the riots last Tuesday, a man
approached him, offering to
put a tilak, a mark indicat-
ing a person is Hindu, on his
forehead.
The man said it would

make his work easier. Mr
Chattopadhyay refused,
but later, after he rushed to
take pictures of a building
on fire, he was approached

by a group demanding to
know whether he was Hin-
du or Muslim, threatening
to remove his pants to check
whether he was circumcised
per Muslim custom.
“I folded my hands and

pleaded with them to let
me go, saying I was a lowly
photographer,” Mr Chatto-
padhyay recalled.
He noted that while jour-

nalists in India have always
been targeted for their work,
under Mr Modi “the attack-

ers are much more open, fu-
rious and fearless.”
Similar demands for proof

of religion were made dur-
ing 2002 riots in Gujarat, Mr
Modi’s home state andwhere
he was the chief elected offi-
cial at the time.
The state erupted in vio-

lence when a train filled with
Hindu pilgrims was attacked
by a Muslimmob and caught
fire and 60 Hindus burned to
death. In retaliation, more
than 1,000 people, mostly

Muslims, were killed in the
state. Mr Modi was accused
of tacit support for the ram-
page against Muslims, and
was even banned by the US
from travelling there, though
he was ultimately cleared by
a court of wrongdoing and
the travel ban was lifted.
Mr Modi’s supporters saw

the international criticism
of him and pinned the blame
for it on journalists and oth-
er critics, a feeling that con-
tinues today.

Leader of the Ordinary People group Igor Matovic arrives for a TV
debate in Bratislava a day after Slovakia’s general election.

Slovakia moves to the right
as opposition wins election

Anger as French PM pushes
through pensions reforms
Associated Press

France’s government has in-
voked a sparingly used spe-
cial power to push contest-
ed pension reforms though
parliament without a vote by
furious opposition MPs.
Prime minister Édouard

Philippe’s surprise an-
nouncement that he was
cutting short debate in the
National Assembly was the
latest twist in the difficult
birth of the pension shake-
up that has sparked sus-
tained protests and weeks of
crippling strikes.
The constitutional power

Mr Philippe invoked to force
the pension bill through the
assembly without a vote pre-
viously had been used fewer
than 100 times since modern
France was founded in 1958.
The government has become

increasingly frustrated with
the slow progress of the bill,
held up by thousands of op-
position amendments.
Mr Philippe told parlia-

ment he was invoking the
power “not to end debate but
to end this episode of non-de-
bate”. He said he got approv-
al to do so during a special
cabinet meeting on Saturday
that focused on France’s re-
sponse to the coronavirus
outbreak.
The decision provoked

howls of disapproval from
opposition MPs. Some ac-
cused Mr Philippe of trying
to sneak the divisive pension
reform through while public
attention is focused on the
Covid-19 crisis.
Far-left leader Jean-Luc

Mélenchon accused Mr
Philippe’s government of
“brutalising” the opposition.

Singer apologises for
hurt over TV sketch
Pop star Anne-Marie has apol-
ogised for the “hurt” caused
by her appearance on ITV’s
Saturday Night Takeaway after
presenters Ant and Dec wore
headbands emblazoned with
the Japanese Rising Sun flag
during a performance.
The artist, 28, criticised the
choice of costumes afterwards,
telling her 679,000 Twitter
followers: “Unfortunately,
education on this part of the
history wasn’t done.”
Japan’s Rising Sun flag is
seen by some as a symbol of
Japan’s imperialist past.
An ITV spokesman said: “We
apologise for any offence
caused by the costumes worn.
This was clearly unintended.”

New bid to legalise
abortion in Argentina
Argentine president Alberto
Fernández announced that he
will send to Congress a bill to
legalise abortion, an initiative
that has broad social support
but is also strongly opposed
by religious groups in Pope
Francis’ home nation.
The centre-left Peronist pres-
ident, who took office in De-
cember, will also capitalise on
his strong electoral mandate to
reform the judiciary and Argen-
tina’s intelligence services, he
told Congress.
The initiative will be accompa-
nied by a sex education and
pregnancy prevention drive,
according to the government.

Pegg calls for more
women in cinema
Men should “suck it up” and
accept it is time women were
given a greater voice in cine-
ma, Simon Pegg said as he
took part in a festival focused
on women-lead films.
The Mission Impossible star
was speaking during the Glas-
gow Film Festival at the UK
premier of his new movie Lost
Transmissions, written and
directed by American Kathar-
ine O’Brien.

LGBT activists stage
archbishop protest
Several dozen activists protest-
ed in front of a Warsaw church
guarded by police yesterday
as a Catholic archbishop,
criticised for his anti-LGBT
language, celebrated Mass.
Last year, in a sermon, Arch-
bishop Marek Jedraszewski
said Poland was under siege
from a “rainbow plague” of gay
rights campaigners who he
compared to Poland’s former
Communist rulers.
Filmmaker Bartosz Staszewski,
29, said: “We are not a rainbow
plague. We are the citizens of
this country and we want to
look him in the face.”

Daleks to return in
Christmas special
Fearsome enemy the Daleks
will return in a Doctor Who
festive special, BBC bosses
have announced.
The one-off follows the end of
series 12 last night, in which
the fate of the Doctor appeared
to be hanging in the balance.
Revolution Of The Daleks, to
air around Christmas and New
Year, will see the return of “one
of the Doctor’s biggest and
most feared enemies”.
Jodie Whittaker will reprise her
role as the Time Lord.
Showrunner Chris Chibnall
said: “We can’t leave the Doc-
tor there! Well, we did. But rest
assured, the Doctor and her
friends will be back.”

Beatle guitar valued
at €463k on TV show
A former session musician was
“taken aback” after his guitar,
once owned by John Lennon
and George Harrison, was
valued at £400,000 (€463,000)
on BBC One show Antiques
Roadshow.
Its owner said he was given
the instrument because he
could play it better than Harri-
son. He used to do recording
sessions for Handmade Films,
the film production company
co-founded by Harrison.
Expert Jon Baddeley said: “I
think in 25 years it’s by far the
most expensive thing I’ve ever
seen.”
The owner said he was
amazed at the guitar’s value
and he still plays the instru-
ment regularly.

Simon Pegg.
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It cannot be too long before students ofmanagement or public
administration fill libraries with how-could-this-happen
dissertations on the national children’s hospital. Decades in
the making, this project, as yet to be credibly costed, symbo-
lises the swamp where political point-scoring, self-serving
professional interests, huge and growing public need, institu-
tionalised indecision, evasion, and denial, as well as unas-
sertive leadership — and recession — come together. What
should be a jewel in the crown has become a national embar-
rassment. The project also shows what can happen when
momentum is lost, when focus shifts, and alternatives, long
ago dismissed, resurface and distract.

Sadly, it also shows howwe struggle with deliveringmajor
infrastructure.Wemaynot be alone in this and the children’s
hospital is not the only important project defying timelines.
However, it is unquestionably the grand panjandrumof these
promised projects, driving frustration and eating away at the
national sense of competence. It will, unfortunately, do that
long after its doors eventually open.

Every region has versions of the national children’s hospi-
tal. This weekend, many of those living along the Shannon
must wonder it they can stay in their homes in the longer
term. They are in a difficult position despite one promise
after another to help them. The tens of thousandswho, before
dawn this morning, began the draining commute to a
faraway job are in a similar if different trap. They havemany
hours, as they race home to try to say goodnight to young
children, to consider their position but very few can see a
viable alternative. One of the reasonsmany people find them-
selves caught in one version of this bind or another is the
glacial pace around the delivery of long-trumpeted projects
intended to make life more livable, to make it less stressful.

Today we focus on the impact of of decades of underinvest-
ment and what seems bare-minimum ambition on the road
networks around Cork City and region. That network is no
longer fit for purpose, it has been overwhelmed. Business
interests say development has been held back. Those difficul-
ties are exacerbated by underinvestment in public transport.

There are urgent needs: The Dunkettle interchange, the
Cork-Limerick motorway, access at Ringaskiddy, upgrading
links between Cork and Kerry, particularly the Macroom
bypass. Though its more than 40 years since Jack Lynch was
taoiseach, some of these issues were regulars in his in-tray.

Despite all that, there seems a political recognition that
these projects should go ahead, which makes the pace of de-
liverymore than frustrating. It also raises the possibility that
we are focussed on issues that may be losing their relevance,
especially around private cars and transport. Might it be
better, say, to spend themoney earmarked for one or other of
these projects on a tidal barrier in Cork? Only time can tell,
but by not delivering projectsmore quickly our capacity to be
forward-looking is limited, we are always playing catch-up.

These issues are, even in a quickly changing world, all
within our competence. Delivery would have an impact far
beyond infrastructural. Let’s get on with it.

Why arewe
still playing
catch-up?

Road network overwhelmed

Divided Democrats may fail

Unsettled and
very unsettling
It may, as our establishment political parties play pass the
parcel with the options presented by a three-way election
result, seem presumptuous to cast a cold eye on how another
country uses democracy. However, if the outcome could be a
second term for US president Donald Trump, then passing
curiosity becomes justified concern.

The conflicting results, of the Democratic party’s efforts to
agree a candidate deepen those concerns, Joe Biden’s victory
in South Carolina’s primary exacerbate them. Not because
Biden, at 77, may be unequal to the challenge but that, just
days ahead Super Tuesday, he was seen as “a dead candidate
walking” yet he turned the tables. Earlier primaries sug-
gested Bernie Sanders or Pete Buttigieg might win the nomi-
nation. Mike Bloomberg’s multi-million TV blitzkrieg won
him fleeting prominence, though hewas eviscerated by Eliza-
beth Warren, who got just 5% of Saturday’s vote.

This process underlines the vulnerabilities and hubris of
what might be called the all-too-contented centre of demo-
cratic politics. In 2016, the Democrats chose the wrong candi-
date. They have not used the intervening years to build a
candidacy that looks as if it might defeat Trump. Just like
FineGael and Fianna Fáil, they kicked the can down the road
all too often lest they, unsettle core supporters.

They, like us, may pay an inordinate price for that smug,
unjustified complacency.

Coronavirus information

Time to be open
The coronavirus figures are constantly changing, and are
likely to do so for some time. Nevertheless, by yesterday
afternoon, the virus had been found in some 55 countries,
including Ireland. There have been almost 90,000 cases, 1,520
inEurope. The death toll has reached 2,979 andwill grow, and
even if flu has already killed far more people this year, coron-
avirus remains and unknown known, which is the strongest
possible argument for concerted caution and action.

The 55 or so countries fighting the spread of the virusmay,
by and large, adopt the same approach but each country will
have its peculiarities, especially around how information on
the virus and how it is spreading through communities is
shared with the public.

Official Ireland has had a deep commitment to discretion
bordering on secrecy. This culture may have its time and
place, but at amomentwhen discipline and an active commit-
ment to the common good is essential it would be counter-
productive. This seems amoment for openness, so confidence
might be sustained and the prospect of panic minimised.

“The WHO
doctor spares no
anxious cliché
when working up to
tell us we should
not be complacent

Covid-19 might not be the Black
Death, but it’s not to be sneezed at
I KNOW it’s peculiar, but

plagues are my thing.
I have shelves of books on
bubonic and pneumonic

plague. Not tomention the Spanish
flu,which began in the latter stages
of the First World War and which
was so incredibly lethal that some
patients who were perky in the
morning were dead by lunchtime.

Here’s the rub. This coronavirus
is new. Or ‘novel’, as it keeps being
described, which makes it sound
engaging and harmlessly trivial,
like giving up Instagram for Lent.
It is seriously and gravely new.
Unprecedented, even.

It’s a change in the way we live,
work, and think. In last month’s
general election, a quarter of the
voters opted for change, suggesting
that change was a good thing. So
why are people so enraged about
Covid-19?

Short answer? We love to believe
we like change, but we hate it, as
evidenced by the deep resentment
of the virus.

The IRFU cancelled that big
rugby game in that big stadium
whose name escapes me, and
within minutes, callers to radio
programmes were giving out dog’s
abuse about this life-saving
measure. Sure, most of the infected
Italians who had bought flights
would come here anyway, these
callers said, as if hordes of Italians
were only pretending to be coming
here for the rugby, but were se-
cretly travelling for the chance to
sneeze on us. A good sneeze on one
of the natives, this theory sug-
gested, would be more appealing to
those who had planned on coming
to the match than getting their
flight money back.

Just as we were getting over that
affront, the news came through
from Japan that a woman who had
suffered her way through a corona-
virus attack had been tested again
after she had regained her health,
only to find that the virus had
either been contracted by her all
over again or that it had been lying
dormant in her, like the cold sore
virus, just waiting for a chance to
sicken her afresh.

You might think this might have
evoked a moment of respectful
silence, but, in fact, the reaction
seemed to be one of bitter disil-
lusion.

Like Dickens’ Mrs Gummidge, it
was a case of: “Wot’s the good of
anyfink? Why, nuffink!” It was
akin to going on a diet and finding
yourself with a weight gain at the
end of it. No justice at all. Enough
to put you in a blind rage, it was. (It
was fairly tough on the Japanese
patient, too, although reports
didn’t include data on how furious
she was about her double misfor-
tune.)

Rage was never the emotion
evoked by previous plagues. Span-
ish flu evoked a stunned terror
because it was so sudden, so com-
prehensive, so thorough in its
destruction.

It’s arguable that the coincidence
of it happening when a world war
was going on somewhat distracted
from its global horror.

The Black Death had people
behave in some of the same ways
as Covid-19 does. This being before
face masks could become largely
pointless itemsof fashionparanoia,
the word went out that sticking
your nose into a bunch of flowers
would prevent the miasma of
plague getting to you. Folk in the
Middle Ages would put bunches of
flowers in their pockets before they
went down the road to pick up an
eel or two for their dinner. Somany
people did it that someone wrote a
song about it: ‘Ring a ring of roses,
a pocket full of posies, atishoo
atishoo, we all fall down.’

The children’s game evolved
from that song, with every child in
the ring collapsing on the ground
after mimicking the sneezes of the
plague. There’s creativity under
pressure for you— those lads in the
Dark Ages created a game that re-
calls an international plague in a
lighthearted way, costs nothing
(unlike Monopoly, Scrabble, or
poker) and has lasted at least five

to be those most at risk from the
virus.

Inarguably, one of the reasons
for the pointless, oft-vented rage
about Covid-19 is that, as a species,
we’re not good at understanding
complexity and we mistrust sim-
plicity. Hell of a combination. We
get maddened by the minister or
public health doctors refusing to
give us the seat number of the
Covid-19 sufferer on the train, plus
her name and address, never mind
the possibility of gatherings of the
hostile in her front garden. We
utterly reject the suggestion that
something we should be doing any-
way — frequent hand-washing —
will keep us alive, with one social
media commentator rhetorically
demanding to know who doesn’t
wash their hands all the time.
Answer: Probably the majority.

The new variation is that good,
decent, self-preserving people, be-
cause ofCovid-19,wash their hands
while singing ‘Happy Birthday’
twice. Or so a public health expert
recommended, last week. Why
‘Happy Birthday’? Because, she
said, singing it two times takes
20 seconds, which is how long —

minimum—you should wash your
hands with soap in order to keep
yourself safe. Which is all well and
good, but you’ll get funny looks in
public toilets if you’re caught sing-
ing ‘Happy Birthday’ to the tap.

And there’s one of the points of
disconnection between us plebs
and the experts. The experts don’t
stay consistent. The ‘Happy Birth-
day’ woman said 20 seconds was
how longwe should bewashing our
hands. Other experts said two min-
utes. Which is it?

Similarly, the WHO doctor
spares no anxious cliché when
working up to tell us we should not
be complacent. Complacent? Has
this bloke tried to buy hand gel in
the last few days? Or travel insur-
ance? It’s far from complacency
most of us are, right now.

HERE’S the truth of it.
Fewer than three thou-
sand people have died
from Covid-19, most of

them because they had an underly-
ing illness anyway and were over
60. Ordinary flu has a higher death
score every year in that population.
So when the world economy drops
to its knees, major sporting events
are cancelled, and pharmaceutical
supply chains are disrupted in the
face of this new, less lethal bug,
frustration and mystification on
the part of ordinary people are
understandable.

Frustration and mystification,
always and ever, lead to a small
series of predictable behaviours:
Seeking someone to blame, sharing
conspiracy theories, rejecting
obvious courses of action, and
concentrating, instead, on tiny,
outlying possibilities.

centuries without anybodymarket-
ing it. You have to wonder if some-
one will develop a game around
coronavius cruise ships. One of
them is obvious— thewinner is the
onewhocomesupwitha successful
rebrand for the Diamond Princess.
Take more than a deep clean to
make that particular ship attract-
ive, particularly since its biggest
market — those over 60 — happen

Terry
Prone

Amanwalks past HSE staff who are
activating the public awareness
campaign for coronavirus in the
baggage hall of Terminal 2 at Dublin
Airport. Picture: Brian Lawless/PA
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constituents to sink or swim. But he
didn’t. If the TV cameras are to be be-
lieved, he is still fighting the good fight
on behalf of a constituency that
rejected him at the polls. I have great
admiration for his positive energy, his
optimism, and his hard work. There is
no ill-feeling, no recrimination on his
side. There he is, with his sleeves
rolled up, working day and night since
the flooding returned. It’s a manifest
example of true patriotism.
I, for one, would be pleased if the
incoming taoiseach — Mary Lou, Mi-
cheál, or Leo — was to nominate
Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran to the Seanad
and reappoint him to his current junior
ministry. He deserves a few more
rounds in the ring against his nemesis,
the mighty Shannon.

Billy Ryle
Tralee

Co. Kerry

Commemorative
jersey a sell-out
In light of all our issues — from coron-
avirus to Brexit to the failure to form a
government — to be concerned with
the Cork GAA commemorative jersey
may seem a little silly. I was looking
forward to wearing one with pride.
However, it is nothing more than a bla-
tant advert for a Cork GAA sponsor. I
will not be buying it.
The sponsor is diminished by being
on the jersey at all. And the jersey,
thereby, is also diminished.
Irish revolutionaries Tomás MacCur-
tain and Terence MacSwiney made
the ultimate sacrifice.
They deserve better than being rel-
egated to second spot in a jersey that
is a billboard. My 11-year-old grand-
daughter suggested the logo be
placed on the end of one sleeve. I
disagree and feel the sponsor would
have achieved more goodwill by
making the jersey what it should be: A
commemoration with no commercial
content at all. It is not too late to bring
out a real commemorative jersey. If
that happens, I’ll buy two.

Michael O’Driscoll
Old Youghal Rd

Cork

Thirteen years ago, before I retired as
a school principal, I recall the intro-
duction of computers in a neighbour-
ing Essex secondary school. That
school’s student performance deterio-
rated and I read in the local press, and
in government inspectors reports, of
major safeguarding issues associated
with school computers.
In the Ratoath case, I am puzzled as to
why it took several years of parental
complaints before the school, or the
Department of Education, decided to
investigate. A school’s self-evaluation
procedures should have identified the
problems.
For several years now, Ireland’s edu-
cation ministers have been promising
a much-needed parents’ charter.
Surely, the Ratoath debaclemakes the
need all the more urgent.

Alan Whelan
Killarney
Co Kerry

Moran the man to
end the flooding
In his poem ‘If’, Rudyard Kipling wrote:

‘If you can meet with triumph and dis-
aster
And treat those two imposters just the
same
You’ll be a man, my son’

Such a man is Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran.
He is the acting minister of state for
the Office of Public Works and Flood
Relief. I have never met Mr Moran, but
I have been singularly impressed by
his magnanimity, since he lost his Dáil
seat in Longford-Westmeath. For the
past four years, Mr Moran has worked
tirelessly to alleviate flooding for resi-
dents close to the Shannon. His best
efforts haven’t solved the problem, but
his determination and attitude giveme
confidence in his plan to contain the
Shannon between its natural banks.
Given more time, I think he could suc-
ceed in solving the flooding. Unfortu-
nately, because of his association with
the outgoing government and an ap-
petite for change, Minister Moran lost
his Dáil seat.
He could have given up and left his

workers to face inquiry’ — I regretted
not having sent a letter to your news-
paper last June, when I read Clifford’s
book A Force for Justice: The Final
Verdict, about garda whistleblower
Maurice McCabe, and My Name is
Bridget, The Story of Bridget Dolan
and Tuam Mother and Baby Home, by
Alison O’Reilly.
McCabe’s story shocked me. Though
I had followed the case, reading it left
me reeling. My father was a garda, so I
had an innate loyalty to what I perceiv-
ed was a great organisation, knowing
full well it wasn’t without flaws.
But readingClifford’s forensic analysis
was akin to watching a movie on the
Mafia. Fair play to the Irish Examiner
for sticking with the story.
When the findings of the O’Higgins
tribunal on the McCabe allegations
and on the propriety of the gardaí
were released, I was sceptical of
RTÉ’s reporting of it, which I thought
biased.
And amateur historian Catherine Cor-
less’ work in uncovering the deaths of
800 children at the mother and baby
home in Tuam is comparable to
McCabe’s revelations, and the media
similarly seized on that story.
McCabe was fully vindicated by the
Charleton inquiry into claims that he
had been smeared by various individ-
uals and agencies. Frankly, I think it is
all quite disgusting.

Jim Jackman
Castleknock
Dublin 15

Laptops in class
distract students
Thank you for highlighting (Irish Exam-
iner, February 29) many of the issues
associated with the misuse of student
computers at Ratoath ETB College.
Even before the computers were intro-
duced, parents had complained about
their costs and their impact on family
finances. Later, parents became
aware of the educational disadvan-
tages of doing without textbooks.
Then, parents expressed concerns
about the inappropriate use of the
laptops, which were a distraction
during class.

US soldiers might
bring flu to Ireland
Coronavirus is in several Middle East
countries, including Iran, Syria, Iraq,
Kuwait; several Balkan countries, and
in Italy, Germany, South Korea, Japan,
and in the US itself.
The US has multiple military bases in
most of these counties, and has im-
posed severe economic sanctions in
the Middle Eastern countries, as a
result of which they are incapable of
controlling the virus.
Air travel is one of the ways this virus is
spread.
At 6pm on Friday, February 28, there
were three aircraft at Shannon airport
transporting US troops to Kuwait.
These three aircraft returned to Shan-
non for refuelling on Saturday, Febru-
ary 29, most likely transporting US
soldiers returning from various coun-
tries in the Middle East.
These soldiers enter the terminal
building, mingle with other civilian
passengers, and use the duty free,
restaurants, and toilets.
The risk of spreading coronavirus is
yet another reason for ending US
military use of Shannon.

Edward Horgan
Newtown
Castletroy
Limerick

Flu testing centres
should be set up
Now that the first case of the Covid-19
flu has been identified in the Republic
of Ireland, it is crucial that a number of
‘drive-through’ coronavirus testing
centres are established immediately.

J Bernard Walsh
Ardlui Park
Blackrock
Co Dublin

The value of good,
probing journalism
On reading Michael Clifford’s article
on Saturday — ‘McCabe social

Whowould
want power
in aworld
so fraught?
Politics have reached an extraordinary
juncture. Politicians, at least those
with savvy, do not want to be in gov-
ernment. The two traditional parties,
Fine Gael and Fianna Fáil, must be
thanking their lucky stars they have
not agreed a coalition; being in power
into the somewhat uncertain future
could prove a poisoned chalice. A dis-
astrous outcome of the Brexit negoti-
ations would be greatly compounded
by Covid-19 virus, which, apart from
causing enormous health worries,
could precipitate economic chaos.
There are fears of a grave fall-off in
tourism. Stock markets are noticeably
nervous. Collapsing growth and stag-
nation of markets and employment
would make intensification of quanti-
tative easing and bond purchase an
imperative to avoid a recurrence of the
economic collapse of 2008. The great
tragedy is denial that loss of growth
can be avoided by intensification of
debt to try and stimulate consump-
tion, which has already passed its
zenith.
Growth is simply no longer needed or
possible in a world producing too
much; and employment is under in-
creasing strain from automation and
robotics.
Perhaps, after finding a cure for Covid-
19 virus, politicians and economists
might come to their senses on the ab-
surdity of trying to resurrect ‘economic
growth’. Perhaps they might, before
it’s too late, devise an economic ideol-
ogy that can provide prosperity for all
in a world of abundance and greatly
reduce dependence on human effort.
It would be the ultimate example of
snatching glorious victory from the
jaws of abject defeat.

Padraic Neary
Tubbercurry
Co Sligo
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Inside the
refugee camp

The Greek island of Lesbos has been a transit point for hundreds of thousands of refugees and asylum seekers. Moria refugee camp is a former
detention centre with capacity for less than 3,000 people. At present, the camp has more than 20,000 inhabitants, almost half of those children,
living in limbo in conditions that are referred to as a humanitarian catastrophe. In recent weeks, inhabitants protesting at the conditions in the
camp have been tear-gassed and some physically assaulted. Caoimhe Butterly meets some of the families caught up in the chaos and despair

shows us photos of the family’s home
and life, during the war.

Sara survived the shelling of her
school, the deaths of those she knew,
and the bombing of her home. She
speaks of her father, who was a bank
employee before the war and to whom
she is deeply bonded.

“The war was hard, but our family is
close and that protected us,” she says.
“We focused on the future. When we left
Syria, and were on the boat, we were
still so positive.

“My father was always strong and
calm. But here, he has changed. He
feels ashamed that he can’t protect us
and is worried all the time. I try not to
show him my fear, so that he doesn’t
worry more, but I feel like we are
trapped in Moria, with no way forward
or back.”

Outside in the makeshift camp mar-
ket, another fight erupts — this time
de-escalated by a group of older Somali
women.

After the crowd disperses, hot food,
fruit, phone repair, and second-hand
clothes stalls reopen and vendors con-
tinue to sell their wares through a
multiplicity of languages.

Camp inhabitants resume interrupt-
ed WhatsApp video calls with families
back home. A woman from Congo
murmurs a song to her twin toddlers,
one balanced on each hip. Small fires
illuminate the faces of those gathered
around them in the hills surrounding
the camp.

Upstairs, the Al-Khalil family con-
tinue a conversation about the latest re-
strictive migration policy changes, and
how they will impact the next steps of
their journey.

Adam stands on his over-turned toy
box next to a small window, peering
outside at the camp below and watching
it all in silence.
■ Caoimhe Butterly is a campaigner and
trainee psychotherapist and has worked in
refugee camps for the past 20 years

ing limbo.
Suicides and attempted suicides of

minors have risen dramatically in the
past year and serious self-harm is
reported in children as young as seven.

Médecins Sans Frontières,
which operates a clinic
across the street from the
camp, speak of the preva-

lence of panic attacks, elective mutism,
anxiety, outbursts, and recurrent
nightmares amongst the children they
engage with.

Their staff, on the front-line of a
response that struggles to respond to
the level of distress witnessed, refer to
the camp as a form, and site, of psycho-
logical torture.

Valere is a 39-year-old mechanical
engineer and survivor of torture from
Congo. He was part of the Lay Co-ordi-
nation Committee of the Catholic
Church in Kinshasa and was arrested
during a peaceful protest in 2018 calling
for the ousting of then-president
Joseph Kabila.

His back was broken in police deten-
tion, resulting in limited mobility. He
is dependent on the pair of battered
crutches that have accompanied his
long journey.

He was recently relocated to a tem-
porary, single room flat in the island’s
capital, Mytilene.

Valere speaks of the residual impacts
of his trauma, both cognitive and
physiological, and of the isolation he
now faces.

“The camp was so difficult, in many
ways, for me,” he says. “I did not feel
safe and my body and mind suffered.
But now I have been moved to this room
alone and been forgotten. There is no-
one to distract me from my memories.
When I go outside I observe how people
here see me, and dismiss me, as if being
a refugee is my only identity.”

Back in the prefab container in
Moria, Sara, Adam’s 16-year-old aunt,

years old at the time. Her youngest
sister, to whom she was very close, a
student and wheelchair-user, was kid-
napped during the attack.

She was never found and Nadia
has tattooed her name, Leila, on her
forearm, which she touches frequently
as she speaks of her.

“Living in the camp brings back all
the memories again — of what we
escaped and left behind,” she says. “We
made this journey because we wanted
our children to have lives far away from
the suffering and violence we experi-
enced.

“But here, many women struggle to
have hope, because we’ve seen that we
left one war and now live another kind
of war here. This war is a psychological
one, and it is destroying people, too.”

The impacts of the camp are pro-
found. NGO mental health teams speak
of the overwhelming scale of psycho-
logical trauma present in Moria.
Despair is a recurrent theme, as is the
lack of possibility of constructing any
meaning around indefinite, demoralis-

additional needs —over-flow.
There is no electricity in the olive

grove and with sporadic attacks on the
rise, many women, including 19-year-
old Mina, a student from Afghanistan,
are afraid to leave their tents alone at
night.

“Living with this fear all the time is
difficult,” says Mina. “I try to be hope-
ful and to tell my mother that we will
leave the camp soon, but sometimes I
think maybe we will be here for another
year, and then I feel like I am suffocat-
ing”.

Nadia is a Yazidi survivor of Islamic
State’s genocidal attacks on Sinjar, Iraq
in 2014. She spent seven months in
Moria and another year in a nearby
camp with her husband and three
children.

Twenty-three of her family members,
immediate and extended, were killed by
Islamic State. Her brothers, who were
the first to be killed, were executed in
front of her.

Nadia was gang-raped in the pres-
ence of her eldest child, who was three

shelter with another large family from
Syria, separated by a thin grey blanket.

Inside there is some reprieve from the
chaos and cold of the camp outside, but
it’s temporary. Each morning, after-
noon, and evening family members join
the queues which define much of the
camp inhabitants’ long waits for insuf-
ficient food, for basic medical attention,
for limited legal information.

Moria refugee camp, located inland
on Lesbos island, has stated capacity for
3,000 people. There are now more than
20,000 inhabitants, over a third of those
children, many living in olive groves
and hills surrounding the main camp.

Those in the camp have journeyed
from Syria, Iraq, Afghanistan, Kurdis-
tan, Yemen, Congo, Sudan, Central
African Republic, Somalia, Eritrea, and
elsewhere.

Many have been on the road for
months, some for years, before crossing
the Aegean sea in rubber dinghies,
fleeing conflict, persecution, and
insecurity.

Large extended families live in
tarpaulin structures and flimsy tents
inside and outside the official camp,
with mounds of rubbish throughout the
grove that remain uncollected by local
authorities.

Refuge seekers attempt to stay warm
at night and dry damp clothes and
sleeping bags around camp-fires fuelled
by whatever can be found — branches,
cardboard, plastic bottles — the acrid
smoke of which permeates the camp.

Newly arrived unaccompanied
minors, many without tents, stay
awake under starry skies, moving to-
gether in small groups for warmth and
for safety. Children navigate the bustle
and mud, often in sandals or flimsy
shoes, their hacking coughs punctuat-
ing the nights.

The prefab shower stalls frequently
run out of water and un-serviced
portable toilets — none of them access-
ible for inhabitants with disabilities or

The Al-Khalil family sit on the
floor of their second-story
prefab shelter in Moria refu-
gee camp in Lesbos, Greece.

In the centre of their circle is four-
year old Adam, who has emptied a box
of his toys on the ground between them.
He hands out figures to represent the
members of his extended family.

His grandfather, Ahmed, is given a
figurine of Gandalf the wizard; his
mother, Hala, a plastic turtle; his
teenage cousin, Sara, a cloth doll; his
father a small wooden car.

Minutes before, a fight in the street
below had escalated. A passer-by, a
young man from Congo, had been
stabbed. Members of the family had
rushed downstairs and watched from
the crowd as camp security had
dragged away the victim, who was
bleeding heavily from numerous
deep wounds. The perpetrator had
disappeared into the night.

Afterwards, back inside their shelter,
Hala — an engineer from Syria — and
her mother, a primary school teacher,
tried to calm everyone, and to refocus
Adam on his game.

In the weeks prior, Adam had had
recurrent nightmares and had begun to
bite and hit his family. His mother and
grandmother relied on Google to try to
gain insights into his expressions of
distress and watched videos of play
therapy when sporadic internet cover-
age would allow.

Adam sat back in the middle of the
circle. He took back the toys he had
given each member and then re-
distributed them. When it was his turn
to pick a toy for himself, he shuffled
through a deck of story cards.

He found a card, stuffed it under-
neath his shirt, and then, with his
grandmother’s coaxing, held it up. On it
was an illustration of a small boy falling
down a hill.

“He’s scared,” Adam said quietly.
The Al Khalil family shares their

“We made this journey because we wanted
our children to have lives far away from the
suffering and violence we experienced. But
here, many women struggle to have hope,
because we’ve seen that we left one war
and now live another kind of war here

From left: Adam, 4, watches nursery rhymes while his father describes the difficulty of life in Moria; a family member
watches over Adam as he rests; Adam gets a hug from his grandmother Amal. Pictures: Felipe Lopes

Sara Al-Khali, 16, and her
father at Moria refugee
camp in Lesbos; top right, a
general view of the camp.
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Getting over the line

tively, both nationally and inter-
nationally, since she was 18.

In those seven years, Phil says she
has witnessed inequality in the
coverage and celebration of women
in their sport.

“In general for sport and even in
athletics we need to promote more
women in sport, their achievements
in sport and have that equality.

“Why should their achievements
be brushed under? We train as hard
as anyone else so we deserve the

coverage as much as the males do.
“Obviously, there are more

barriers in terms of professional set-
ups across different sports where
women are working full time and try-
ing to balance a sport as well, but
why shouldn’t we celebrate?

“We saw it with women’s hockey.
That came down to media coverage
because they were doing well and
that was promoted. So many people
came on board and we got to know
the hockey players.

“We need to get as much recogni-
tion as we can because women are
out there fighting as much in their
sport as the males are,” she said.

She said that not many inequalities
exist between females and males in
her sport specifically in terms of
television coverage, because men
and women compete on the same day
and therefore receive the same
amount of coverage.

“With athletics men and women
compete on the same day so we don’t

have inequalities in that way, and we
get the same TV coverage as the men
do if it’s an international competi-
tion, but obviously athletics is a mi-
nority sport. Our nationals are next
week and we don’t have TV coverage
of that.

“As a female athlete looking at
other sports, it definitely isn’t fair
that women’s GAA and women’s
rugby and sports like that are all
brushed under and men will take the
headlines.”

As an ambassador for women in IT,
Phil encourages women’s involve-
ment in the sector and has been
involved in promoting International
Women’s Day.

“Why should it just be one day?
Yes, one day to promote it but women
should be promoted in their sport
and in their field every day just like
the men, men get 364 days whereas
women just get the one.”

P
hil said that the atmosphere
after her recent success in
Athlone was “absolutely
super” and that her training on
the lead up to the sprint paid off

on the day.
“It was absolutely super to set the

record on my home turf. The record
stood for 17 years so to break that and
add it to one of my collections feels
great.

“As well as having a great race,
there was a great atmosphere. It was
a sold-out crowd and there were so
many children.

“Even to give them the time after to
sign autographs, take pictures, dif-
ferent things like that, that’s going to
encourage them.

Phil said that balancing her
masters in Waterford Institute of
Technology with training six days a
week, sometimes having two sessions
per day, takes a lot of commitment
and that sacrifices have to be made
but her support networks give her
whatever she needs.

“The college is absolutely super
both sporting wise and academic
wise and they give me whatever I
need.

“It’s just about being mentaly pre-
pared, physically prepared and just
going out there, enjoying the mo-
ment, soaking up the atmosphere and
putting in your best performance,”
she said.

This theme of this year’s Inter-
national Women’s Day is ‘an equal
world is an enabled world’ celebra-
ting women’s achievement, raising
awareness against bias, and taking
action for equality.

C
ork athlete Phil Healy recently
became Ireland’s fastest
woman. Her impressive
performance at the AIT
International Grand Prix in

Athlone saw her smash the national
indoor 200m record with her time of
23.10 seconds.

The 25-year-old broke the 23.17
record of Ciara Sheehy that had
stood for 17 years.

She attained the fastest run by a
European athlete this season, finish-
ing .61 of a second ahead of
Germany’s Jessica-Bianca Wessolly
as she set her third sprint record on
home soil.

Phil now holds the national record
in the 100m and 200m outdoor and the
200m indoor sprints.

Her achievement, which was wit-
nessed by a sold-out crowd at the AIT
International Arena, was streamed
live on TG4 and received a generous
amount of media coverage.

Yet, record-breaking moments in
women’s sports don’t receive as
much praise as deserved, because we
live in a world where “men will take
the headlines”.

That’s the view of the Bandon-born
sprinter as she celebrates women
and their successes in their sport and
in their field of work and strives for a
more equal world this International
Women’s Day.

“If you looked at television yester-
day, how much of it was men’s sport
in comparison to women? Kids
sitting at home watching TV look up
to male rugby players and GAA
players.

“How are they supposed to get to
know the female players if they’re
not taken to the matches or they
don’t see it on television?

“Our national champions are next
week, are they advertised enough?
Definitely not. We’re not encourag-
ing clubs to come in to watch
athletes, to encourage them into the
sport.”

Phil believes that initiatives such
as free tickets into matches or sport-
ing events and encouraging clubs to
attend such sporting events would
make young people more aware of
the female sporting talent that
Ireland produces.

“There definitely needs to be more
initiatives to bring more people in
and more TV coverage of the sport. If
people are sitting at home on Sunday
and they’re watching the sport on
television, they get to know more
Irish athletes and that promotes the
sport itself.”

Phil has been competing competi-

Phil Healy believes that initiatives such as free tickets into sporting events would make young people more aware of the female sporting talent that exists in Ireland.

As we look forward to International Women’s Day, Breda Graham speaks to Bandon-born sprinter Phil Healy on
her successes, the challenges facing women in sport, and why we should strive for a more equal sporting world
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was unable to sit her exams.
All she could do was cry for
her mother. After several
weeks and attention from the
media, the mother and the
head teacher were released.

Meanwhile, back in com-
munist Kerala, the state gov-
ernor rejected the Citizen-
ship Amendment Act as “il-
legal and unconstitutional.”
In Delhi, Modi and Trump
bromanced each other,
united in their policies of
persecuting minorities as a
way of clinging to power.
Ugh.

children, and arrested the
head teacher, herself a Mus-
lim. They also arrested the
young Muslim mother from
the village, charging her
with “teaching objectionable
dialogues” to her daughter.
The school was charged with
sedition.

When her mother was
locked up, the 11-year-old
child was left in the care of
neighbours, before being
transferred to a hostel. Ac-
cording to her teacher, a
Hindu, the girl was in such a
state she couldn’t sleep, and

could get an education.
(Being a single parent in
India now is like being a
single parent in Ireland fifty
years ago; being a poor Mus-
lim woman from a rural vil-
lage makes it even harder).

But mother and daughter
settled into their new life in
the town of Bidar. All was
going well, until the daught-
er’s class at school put on a
play about the Citizenship
Amendment Act, and its im-
pact on the lives of ordinary
people. The police heard
about it, questioned the

Hindu compatriots, don’t
have the paperwork to prove
their citizenship, despite
being born and bred there;
Modi is building internment
camps. People are terrified.
And with good reason.

Here’s a recent story from
The Hindu newspaper. A 27-
year-old Muslim single par-
ent moved from her village,
in the southern state of Kar-
nataka, so that her 11-year-
daughter could go to school.
The woman rented a place to
live and got work as a do-
mestic help, so that her child

I
’M just back from a
month in southern India,
where all is lush, peace-
ful, and communist. In
Kerala, this translates as

higher literacy rates, greater
gender equality, and less
desperate poverty, rather
than gulags and Stalinist po-
groms. Like the rest of secu-
lar India, religion is every-
where; temples, mosques
and churches tranquilly co-
exist side by side. All gods
are catered for.

Meanwhile, at the other
end of the country, as the
populist Indian prime min-
ister, Narendra Modi, wel-
comed his American
counterpart, Donald Trump,
dozens of people were
slaughtered in Delhi. Mus-
lim-owned shops and busi-
nesses were burned to the
ground, in the worst violence
for decades, reminiscent of
the partition of 1947.

Why? Modi, elected by just
37% of voters, and leader of
the ultra-nationalist Hindu
BJP party, has been at it
again. Rabble-rouser extra-
ordinaire, he is India’s
Trump. (A decade ago, he
was refused a visa to the US;
these days, Trump calls him
“brother.”) Modi’s latest at-
tack on democracy is the
Citizenship Amendment Act,
which discriminates against
the 200m Indians who are
Muslim. (India is 80% Hindu;
Modi loves a scapegoat.)

Many Indian Muslims,
often poorer than their

Politics is about
mothers and daughters

Outside the box
Suzanne Harrington

Follow Suzanne on Twitter: @soozysuze

YOU’VE BEEN SERVED

working here. For the first
time, I wake up every morn-
ing happy and enjoy coming
to work where I have friends
and everyone is treated the
same”.

To me, that is the best re-
ward of the job.

Our industry is rapidly
changing, this requires or-
ganizational planning and
leverage for the changes in
the way we will need to get
work done over the next
decade for many reasons
including influences by gen-
erational, technological and
social changes.

This is what probably
excites me the most, I enjoy
working on projects that I
know can have an impact
and seeing those changes is
hugely rewarding. I always
tell people to choose a career
that will enable you to do
what you love the most and it
will come easy to you. While
there are times it can be diffi-
cult to juggle so many things
I have to say I love what I do
and could never see myself
working in any other
profession.

■ Kathleen Linehan is HR
Director with Trigon Hotels
in Cork.

future. To help me structure
this I work off of a five-year
plan, typically involving
recruitment, training, bene-
fits, policies and legal
compliance.

I also have the opportunity
to represent Trigon at differ-
ent events as a guest speaker,
this is a great learning op-
portunity for me, while I get
to share and talk about our
experiences and practices I
also get to learn from my
peers.

Recently at our Annual
Awards, a new team member
from one of our hotels came
up to me and said: “I love

I have been working in hos-
pitality for the past six years
in total, having previously
worked in the manufactur-
ing industry for 10 years.

While I always worked in
human resources, the Japan-
ese manufacturing industry
gave me good knowledge in
many areas like R&D, time in
motion etc which were
outside of the human
resources field.

Having gone through the
transition to hospitality, I
must say I was hooked from
the start. I love the variety of
the day to day operations
and the excitement of bring-
ing my previous work
experience to the industry.
My experience has been
more colourful than any
other as it allows me the free-
dom and mobility to meet
and interact with people
more freely.

Honestly, my day varies so
much I would not know
where to begin! Because I
work for a group I could be at
any property at any given
time and my diary is usually
filled months in advance.

I juggle quite a lot at any
given time working on day to
day projects with the team
and planning ahead for the

DENISE O’DONOGHUE

Kathleen Linehan
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I
t’s International Women’s Day
next Sunday and, as a father of
daughters ...

Sorry. That phrase, “as a father
of daughters”. It just falls out of

me every time I want to weigh in with
my opinion. I saunter up like the MS
Word Office Assistant Clippy and
nearly say: “It looks like you are talk-
ing about women. Would you like me
to help you with your opinion?”

Well this is an AAFOD article, but
don’t worry. It’s just about practical-
ities. Because AABOOB — as a
brother of only brothers — I’ve
missed out on a lot of girlhood.

I interviewed my daughters about
what it means to be a girl. The toddler
was unavailable for comment. She
had just been given jammy toast, and
was hyper and jumping up and down
shouting: “I’m not a girl, I’m a little
baby.” Which is profound. She is also
currently minding a stone (named
Stony Woney).

The four-year-old was more forth-
coming.

“Being a girl means getting to wear
tights a lot.” But “boys can wear
tights as well”. Are boys and girls dif-
ferent?

“A little bit different. Girls have
boobs and can have babies.”

We told ourselves at the start of
this parenting journey that we were
going to try and avoid overly gender-
ed toys. I wanted my daughters not to
feel shoe-horned into anything that
would prevent them from being
STEM heroes or World President.

We just let the girls play with drift-
wood. but somehow the pink things
seeped into the house.

The eldest used to be into dino-
saurs, then sea creatures, then vam-
pires. And now she’s into princesses
and fancy things. She “really really
[x10] wants to be fancy”.

She wants to be a ballerina and
then a ballerina teacher when she

grows up. When she’s doing ballet “I
feel like I’m a girl and because I can
twirl”. And twirling is just as valid an
expression of physicality as hitting
someone with a fair shoulder and
driving them out over the advertising
hoarding.

She got me to twirl. And twirling
made me feel fancy. And fancy is a
nice feeling.

I’ve had my nails painted, and
veterans of the job tell me it’s only a
matter of time before my eye shadow
is done. Which is fine because I’m
feeling a little puffy lately.

We have seen both types of prin-
cesses in our reading. There are the
modern princesses who rebel against
outdated roles. And then there are
the fairy stories that haven’t been
touched by any wave of feminism.

The eldest likes both types, but has
raised questions about why any
princess would marry someone so
quickly after meeting them.

“Because he might be a bad guy,”
which the kind of response to near-
strangers all parents hope for.

Perhaps the single most important
lesson I’ve learned (which I will ex-
pand upon in a day-long seminar on
International Women’s day) is about
my biases. I wanted to raise girls who
felt absolutely no limitations on what
they wanted to like. But when they
got into princess space I felt a slight
disappointment.

“But…what about STEM Hero and
World President? I thought. I realised
that, in saying “girls can be any-
thing”, it was laced with inbuilt bias
against historically girl things.

Having your prejudices revealed is
uncomfortable at the start but once
you get over yourself, it’s sort of fun.
Exciting. Liberating.

Not unlike twirling.
So I look forward to seeing what-

ever they get into next. And getting
my eye shadow done.

Colm O’Regan

“

Opening Lines

The eldest used to
be into dinosaurs,
then sea creatures,
then vampires. And
now she’s into
princesses and
fancy things...and
twirling.
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Dr Naomi Lavelle

W
E have wonderful, female
role models in STEM
(Science, Technology, En-
gineering and Maths), but
is gender balance still an

issue? To gain an insight, I spoke to
three females in different areas, and
stages, of science.

Dr. Maria McNamara
Dr. Maria McNamara is a

palaeobiologist and senior lecturer
in geoscience at University College
Cork (UCC). Her research focuses on
preservation of colour in fossil in-
sects and vertebrates. She is an ad-
vocate for gender balance in science,
and addresses this within her school
via mentoring programmes that dis-
pel gender myths about specific
science subjects.

McNamara says two areas require
more focus: firstly, early school
years, when gender bias influences
children within a year of their start-
ing school. Secondly, early career re-
searchers and policies relating to
maternity leave.

“It would be useful to take stock at
a national level, surveying our in-
coming first year students… to find
out their motivations for choosing a
degree in science (or not) and come
up with national strategies to tackle
problem issues,” she says.

Dr. Niamh Kavanagh
Dr. Niamh Kavanagh has recently

completed her PhD in photonics and
fibre-optic communication systems,
at Tyndall National Institute, UCC.
Kavanagh is also a science com-
municator and a passionate sup-
porter for diversity within STEM.

She is involved in House of STEM, a
community-led network to improve
LGBTQ representation in STEM and
STEM-related fields in Ireland.

Her enthusiasm for science did not
spark until her teens, encouraged by
her physics teacher, who helped her
develop her quest for answers into a
love of the subject. It was a magical
fountain show that began her inter-
est in the physics of light.

Kavanagh noticed a significant
gender imbalance when she began
studying physics at university. She
felt an added pressure to succeed to
prove that women do belong in
physics.

Addressing gender imbalance in
Ireland, Niamh says there is still
much to do; as well as addressing our
own accountability, we also need to
look at the diversity of the decision-
makers. Women do not need to
change themselves so that they can
better benefit from STEM; instead,
we need to change the culture of
STEM, so that it can benefit from
women.

Ciara Boylan
Twelve-year-old Ciara has a

passion for all things STEM, and a
particular interest in space. She
documents her scientific journey on
her blog, ciarasjourney.com, and on
her twitter account (@JourneyCia-
ras).

Ciara is a voice of future women in
science, and I was curious to know
how she feels about her place in
STEM. Ciara has grown up drawing
inspiration from many great female
scientists, from Marie Curie (the
double Nobel Prize winner) to more
recent role models, like Dr. Norah
Patten (an aeronautical engineer)
and Nina Kanti (part of the award-
winning team that created a hyper-
loop prototype, Éirloop).

Ciara admires the work of so
many women who have gone before
her, and who have fought for her
rights for equality.

“Because of their hard work… I do
not believe it will be an issue for me
to get a job in medicine, engineering,
or astrophysics, and for that I am
proud of the women that came before
me,” Ciara says.

Niamh Kavanagh: PhD in photonics and
fibre-optic communication systems.

APPLIANCE
OF SCIENCE

IN CONVERSATION
WITH CIARA McDONELL

‘Clubbing was educational’

So I set my eyes on Communi-
cations in DCU.I didn’t get the points
but did PR and Comms as a cert in
Rathmines which got me the Comms
job I’d wanted. I had a little moment
thinking about psychology again
when I was older and enrolled as a
mature student. All I can say is, not
to sound like a Pinterest quote but
you end up on the life that’s meant
for you. You may not know it at the
time, but if you listen to what makes
you happy that’s how you’ll make

your heart sing, not what you think
you should do. I would have been
Queen Depresso Martini if I ended up
as a psychologist. It wouldn’t have
suited my personality or made me as
happy as doing the things I’m doing
now. I think whilst social media can
be troublesome, it has also created an
equality for kids today.

So often their thinking and visions
are underestimated and the online
world can take away a lot of the pre-
conceptions garnered from ageism
and they can achieve their wildest
dreams. Think of the likes of Greta,
the schoolkids in the US who cam-
paigned against guns.

I think it’s important to treat
children like autonomous people
who have a wealth of offerings to
bring to the world. There’s kids out
there who have monetised their
social media and are buying houses
for their parents.

I like to try and change things I be-
lieve to be unfair or unjust but doing
it in a way that suits who I am. I can
care about human rights and cam-
paigning for them whilst also caring
about what colour lipstick I’m wear-
ing. I’m ambitious and lazy. I hunger
for success but on my own terms.

I think realising that you can be all
of these things at the same time and
not have to be defined by a societal
description of who you are or should
be is something we should all re-
member.

■ Andrea Horan is the owner of
Tropical Popical nail bar, the co-
presenter of the United Ireland
podcast with Una Mullally, the co-
creator behind the No More Hotels
campaigning clubnight and TEDx
speaker on ‘Escaping the Economy of
More’

T
his International Women’s Day
is all about the idea of ‘Each for
Equal’ and that’s something I
think is so important.

I would like women to realise
that they don’t have to have it all.
Having it all means doing it all and
that is ridiculous. I wish we could all
see that the weight of work and
labour should be shared and equal
between everyone and that women
realise that it’s not their duty to look
after everyone, they need to be
looked after too!

My primary school was St Killian’s
in Kingswood where I grew up and
then I went to Presentation in
Terenure for my secondary journey.

I can’t say it was my favourite time.
I hated the structure, the focus on
getting points and having to do all
this work and not get paid for it!

I was the shyest child you’ve ever
known. If anyone spoke to me my
whole face would go up in flames and
if I had to answer a question or read
something, I would wish for the
world to open up and swallow me.

My mom had me signed up to
drama from a young age to build my
confidence and try to get rid of the
shyness. However, once I found my-
self in a part time job in retail in
town, with a penchant for clubs, that
all changed. It brought me out of my
shell and made me who I am now.
Yes, I am comparing clubs to an
educational process.

Even though I was shy, I did make
friends easily. One of my most vivid
memories of school was during fifth
year at Presentation. I’d been quite
studious up until this stage and
between my Junior Cert and 5th year
discovered clubbing and all the
wonders that were out in the real
world (don’t tell Mom).

I had a big conversation with a
teacher about how I felt it didn’t
make sense to give over your whole
life at the time to study, preferring to
be an average grade student with a
balanced teenage life. I think this was
the best lesson I ever learned in
school. Of course, apply yourself but
do be cognisant of the cost and if it’s
worth the sacrifice.

I think having that breakthrough
in 5th year about not having to con-
form to be the best has fully formed

‘If you listen
to what makes
you happy,
that’s how
you’ll make
your heart
sing

E n t r e p r e n e u r  a n d
activist, Andrea Horan.

my outlook on life today. I didn’t
have the capacity to put it into words
when I was younger, but now it’s dis-
tilled into my life mantra: Create the
life you want to live. As I was a nerd
for most of my school days, I got on
well with teachers but I don’t think I
made an impact on them especially
— I was kind of just meh.

Ms Jones, who taught me in in
Presentation, stands out to me as a
teacher. She treated us like adults,
was quite sarcastic and had all the

attributes of a normal person. And I
think in school, that’s what you crave
the most. To be treated as a person.
Up until Junior Cert I wanted to be a
psychologist. I was influenced by pop
culture and saw Prince of Tides and
was like, that’s it, that’s what I want
to be. Then my awakening happened
after JC and I realised how many
points I’d need and my interest was
lost. I watched Absolutely Fabulous
and I knew PR was the life for me. I
wanted to be Edina Monsoon.
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gardens of mango and avocado trees
behind our apartment. Multitudes
could not have locally matured from
larvae to death-defying flying ma-
chines overnight. I’ve looked for road-
side causalities, hoping to identify the
species (Africa holds 800), but they are
too fast for cars. Locusts arrive on
Calimas, but not this time.

At last, the dust settled and on Tues-
day night, we again saw the evening
star and, then, the constellations. Per-
haps tomorrow morning we’d see
Hierro and, tomorrow evening, the
sun going down into the sea to one side
of it. It’s a very isolated island. Per-
haps not a bad place, in the present
human crisis, to be.

pink or yellow. This is the colour of Sa-
haran sand. Minerals in the sand help
make fertile the islands’ volcanic soils
and are integral in their diverse and
fruitful ecology. Half a dozen Calimas
could be expected each year. Now,
however, they come too often and, this
time, with a ferocity never seen before.

La Gomera, with its 1,500m plateau
of cloud forest (believed to have been
in existence for millions of years) is far
more fortunate than the northern is-
lands of Fuerteventura and Lanzarote,
bone dry and only 100km from the
African coast.

With the wind, came African dra-
gonflies by the hundred, zipping and
hawking over the streets and the

Valle Gran Rey. They woke next morn-
ing to a scene of apocalypse. All that
was missing from the potpourri of air-
borne debris was flying plastic bags
and household garbage, a testament to
the energy and organisation of the
local council and the awareness of the
local people — a combination which
better manages garbage than any-
where else I’ve ever been. There is al-
ways a litter bin close to hand when
you need one, and mini-car size street-
side garbage vats at reachable dis-
tances all over the villages and valley.

The motes of dust from Africa, so
miniscule that they pervaded every
crack and cranny, gathered in drifts
and painted all they settled upon pale

It was no time to go out. When the
split cane curtain lending privacy to
our balcony was ripped off, we saw oc-
casional hardy souls plugging along
the street, many with scarves wrapped
around their faces or, indeed, entirely
enfolded in what they wore, like
women of the Sahara. One or two
couples, clearly foreign visitors, had
children with them — I suppose they
had missions that couldn’t wait.

In one case, I saw a tiny, blonde child
lifted off its feet behind its father and, I
believe, it would have been airborne
had not the father held a strong grip on
its small hand. God help the newly ar-
rived holidaymakers. It was midterm
break in mainland Europe. This visit
from winter in Europe should have
been the consummation of a dream.

On the night before, February 22,
the ferry from Tenerife to La Gomera
had been full to capacity, more than
1,200 passengers. Some 200 of these
had taken the onward local ferry to

O
N SUNDAY morning two weeks
ago, while I read reports in
newspapers from all over the
world of the ‘Calima’ of dust
storms from Africa then obscur-

ing images of the Canary Island in
photographs taken from outer space,
those very storms were happening out-
side my first-floor window.

I had intended, this week, to write
about the scandal of supertrawlers
with nets as big as football pitches op-
erating from our Irish ports and rap-
ing the oceans of the world. However,
finding myself at the epicentre of a Ca-
narian dust storm of an intensity
which, according to headlines in
Spain’s newspaper of record, El Pais,
has never been seen before, I felt I
should report the effects ‘on the
ground’ and leave the supertrawlers
for another day.

On Sunday afternoon, as the winds
rampaged through the streets of the
coastal and mountain villages of the
Valle Gran Rey on La Gomera, I dusted
off the screen of my laptop and began
to try to describe the world I found my-
self living in from first light that day.

One could hardly have called the
break of dawn ‘first light’; there was
scarcely any light in the morning sun.
Instead of a golden globe rising in a
clear blue sky above the island of El
Hierro, 90km to the south west, it was a
dead, silver ball in a dead, brown sky
and, beneath it, on that February 23
morning, El Hierro wasn’t visible.

All day, a storm raged around us,
and every bush and tree was cruelly
tortured, or tortured to death, by the
gusts which, every few minutes, lifted
anything that wasn’t nailed down into
the sky or carried palm tree branches
whizzing along the streets and over the
houses.

No first light on island as dust storm rages over Canaries

Exhibition piece of a typical five-metres long, one-man La Gomera fishing boat lifted from its plinth and overturned by the ferocious
Calima wind from Africa which hit the Canary Islands in recent weeks.

W
HERE to start with this awesome
wedge of rock in the Atlantic?
At the beginning? But where is the
beginning? Inis Mór is a
continuation of the Burren, whose

limestone beds were laid down in the
Carboniferous era 350 million years ago.

It is an island which has had human
habitation for more than 4,000 years.

That such a small area can have had such
an enormous impact on a people can barely
be overstated: It is a lodestone, a refuge, an
idea. It has created writers in the novelist
Liam O’Flaherty and poet Máirtín Ó
Direáin. It has nurtured others, including
JM Synge, whose The Aran Islands,
illustrated by Jack B Yeats, awoke polite
society in Dublin to a monumentally
different world to theirs; and Yorkshire
mathematician and cartographer Tim
Robinson, who depicted the landscape in
his classic Stones of Aran. Limerick artist
Sean Keating’s paintings of the Aran
islands from the middle of the last century
are famous for installing concepts of the
West in the Irish imagination.

Robert J Flaherty’s documentary Man of
Aran from 1934 engaged in some myth-
making — shark fishing hadn’t been
carried out as depicted for over 50 years —
but sharply illustrated life on the islands.

 Inis Mór (Inishmore) — see link below —
is the largest of the Aran Islands and
considerably larger than its neighbours to
the southeast, Inis Meáin (Inishmaan) and
Inis Oírr (Inisheer) whose combined size
would fit into half of the main island.

However, that is not all the Aran islands:
Straw Island lies just to the east of Inis Mór,
while to the west are Brannock Island and
Rock Island, making a total of six Aran
islands. Aran is the anglicisation of árainn,
meaning kidney-shaped. The main island
is sometimes mistakenly called Aran Mor,
confusing it with Arranmore, Co Donegal.

It is Ireland’s biggest island when not
counting islands connected by causeway,
sandbar, or bridge, such as Valentia Island,

Co Kerry. Its 7,650 acres support a
population of about 850 people, which
means by itself it comprises a sizeable
percentage of our islands’ inhabitants.

Of course Inis Mór is a real island and
not a concept, and people live, work, and
rear families there. It has a vigorous tourist
industry, mainly in the summer, with
manifold outdoor activities to entertain
visitors.

A glance at the satellite view on Google
maps reveals the astonishing topography
of the place. A lot of it is swathed in sheets
of limestone, but much too is divided and
subdivided into rectangular fields whose
very existence emerged from decades of
painstaking removal of stones and careful
fertilisation of the soil with seaweed.

Many of these fields have their own
names and stories, and Robinson’s
meticulous recording of the rich lore
contained within is a magnificent service
to our heritage. Éamon Lankford has done
the same for Cape Clear, Co Cork, as has
Anthony Beese for the Skeams, Long
Island, and Castle Island across from Cape
Clear. Inis Mór’s difference was alluded to
in a 1980’s documentary by film-maker Bob
Quinn who suggested that the blood type of

Aran islanders was different to the major-
ity of mainlanders due to sea trade over
possibly thousands of years with north Af-
rican and Middle East. He provided much
other evidence to give his theories wings
but was duly shot down by academia

Perhaps the most astonishing feature of
Inis Mór is the 3,000-year-old fort possibly
built by the Fir Bolg: Dún Aenghus. To
stand at the cliff edge is to stand at the
absence of something, for half this fort is
gone. A semicircular structure is all that
remains, and the monument leaves us
wondering at the vanished people who
created it and the vanishing ground
beneath our feet. Nature’s chisel never
ceases its work.

A metaphor for the globe.
This article doesn’t scratch the surface of

this wonderful place. If you haven’t been,
go, go, go. If you have been: Go, go, go. And
again, and again.

■ How to get there: From Rossaveel, Co
Galway: www.aranislandferries.com; From
Doolin, Co Clare: doolinferry.com
■ Other: Stones of Aran, Tim Robinson, Faber
and Faber; The Atlantean Irish, Bob Quinn;
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZXYC5Sv_fOQ

A view of the cliffs of Inis Mór, the largest of the Aran Islands, and the Atlantic Ocean from within
the walls of Dun Aengus. The playwright JM Synge (right) is one among many writers and artists
to have been inspired by the islands’ rugged landscape.

Dan MacCarthy
dan.maccarthy@examiner.ie

Inis Mór than meets the eye

There’s
something
in the air

T
HE open fire in the sittingroom has been
replaced by the more efficient solid-fuel
stove. But the smoke must still go some-
where.

You need only walk in residential
areas of any city or town these cold and damp
nights to notice air pollution. Last December,
the air in monitored parts of Cork city was
found to be of poor quality, even by European
standards.

If you can’t see it, you will certainly smell it
and, after a while, you will taste it. In low-
lying towns, air pollution can lead to a form of
smog. Standing on high ground above Killar-
ney, Co Kerry, on clear, windless nights, I’ve
seen a thick cloud sitting over the town and
partially obscuring public lighting.

The EPA warns that emissions from solid-
fuel burning are the greatest threat to good
air, closely followed by transport emissions.

Some experts now claim poor quality air is
as harmful as tobacco smoke. The EPA says
our air quality is good relative to other EU
countries, but does not measure up to World
Health Organisation standards.

Chief sources of this pollution are
emissions from vehicles in urban areas and
from burning of solid fuels, such as coal,
timber, and turf. These pollutants take the
form of tiny solid or liquid particles.

Poor air quality has short-term health
implications, such as headaches, breathing
difficulties, and eye irritation, and long-term
effects, including asthma, cancer, reduced
liver function, or heart disease.

Wood is a renewable fuel, but scientists in
UK universities are now saying wood-burning
may cancel out any gains made by more
air-friendly transport. EU research shows
domestic solid-fuel burning accounts for 45%
of total emissions of fine particulates, three
times more than road transport.

According to Sarah O’Connor, chief execu-
tive of the Asthma Society of Ireland, 1,800
people died prematurely in 2016 due to breath-
ing polluted air. The 380,000 people who have
asthma in Ireland are at an increased risk of
death because of air pollution.

Worryingly, new evidence identifies traffic
pollution as a cause of asthma in children, she
adds.

And, like so many other matters regarding
the environment, the asthma society believes
children may be the key to tackling air pollu-
tion. A Clear Air Competition for second-level
schools will educate young people on the det-
rimental health effects of breathing polluted
air, while also encouraging them to improve
air quality in their localities.

To enter the competition, students must
take an action against air pollution, document
the action, and post about the action on social
media.
■ See asthma.ie
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Dogs’
behaviour
inherited
from
wolves

D
OGS love to chase a ball. Were they
taught to do this by our ancestors? An
animal able to retrieve carcasses
would provide a valuable service dur-
ing hunts, as wildfowlers’ dogs still do

today. Pups responding well to human com-
mands could have been selected and trained.
Now, however, a discovery made at Stock-
holm University is challenging this idea. Re-
trieving, researchers there claim, is not an
artificially acquired behaviour. It’s innate,
inherited from the dog’s ancestor of at least
15,000 years ago, the wolf.

Christina Hansen Wheat and Hans Temrin
have studied the effects of domestication on
both dogs and wolves. Her team hand-raised
dog and wolf puppies under identical condi-
tions and compared their performances in
behavioural experiments.

In one test, a ball was thrown across a
room. Dog puppies were encouraged to re-
trieve the ball and most of them learned to do
so immediately. Then the test was given to
wolf pups from three different litters. Those
from two of the litters failed to respond to the
ball, but some of cubs in the third litter did.
Three of 13 eight-week-old puppies “showed
interest in a ball” and, when encouraged to
do so, fetched and returned it to their
handlers. They did so even when the ball was
thrown by “a perfect stranger”.

Wheat and her colleagues were astonished.
“I literally got goose bumps,” Wheat told
Science News, “it was so unexpected”.

The behaviour showed that fetching,
and the ability to respond to cues given by

humans, are innate in wolves. Retrieving
things thrown for them is, therefore, a behav-
iour which dogs inherited. It was not just the
result of training. Wolf puppies, capable of
human-directed behaviour, “could have had
a selective advantage in the early stages of
dog domestication”, says Wheat.

This is not the first occasion on which
wolves have got one over on dogs. Three
years ago, researchers at the Wolf Science
Centre in Vienna claimed that wolves have a
better understanding of cause and effect than
dogs. A team there investigated the cognitive
skills of 14 dogs and 12 wolves.

The dogs and wolves were given a specific
task; to find food hidden in one of two boxes.
Both species responded to visual cues given
by experimenters as to correct box; the ani-
mals would go directly to a box pointed out to
them. However, the helper had to maintain
direct eye-contact with them when doing so.
Without eye-contact, neither dogs not wolves
responded to pointing.

Faced with finding the correct box on their
own initiative, the wolves proved more suc-
cessful than the dogs.

An empty box, for instance, is not noisy
when shaken, whereas one with food items
inside it rattles. Wolves, but not dogs,
grasped this.

Such tests, the experimenters conclude,
indicate that wolves have a better under-
standing of cause and effect than dogs.

Not everyone agrees. Wolves must fend for
themselves in the wild, whereas dogs have
their food served up to them by their owners.
Perhaps dogs are just ‘laid back’, out of prac-
tice when facing the kind of task wolves
encounter constantly in the wild.

■ Christina Hansen Wheat & Hans Temrin. Intrin-
sic ball retrieving in wolf puppies suggests
standing ancestral variation for human-directed
play behaviour. iScience. 2019.

Richard Collins
richard.collins@examiner.ie

Baby wolf cubs near their den. Researchs showed
that fetching is innate in wolves.
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Keeping men happy

I
t’s a man’s world in Russia. Men
outnumber women demographi-
cally in what is still a very
patriarchal society. The
resulting dating game is explored

the documentary School of Seduction.
The film, which has been a decade in
the making, follows the contrasting
fortunes of three Russian women as
they take classes, along with about 20
other women, in a sweaty classroom
to improve their skills in attracting
men.

The women take direction from a
middle-aged man. “Use bait!” he
exhorts them, as he teaches them
how to dance (in their lingerie) and
undress in a sultry way. The advice
he gives them lurches from the
bizarre to the sexist. He encourages
them to be like a little girl. “Cry in
front of him,” he says. Be good fun,
but don’t try to be too intelligent, he
warns them, as no man wants a
woman with “issues”.

“Ten years ago in Russia, we had a
lot of classes like this,” says Alina
Rudnitskaya, director of School of
Seduction. “Times were changing in
Russia. Communism had ended.
Capitalism had taken over. Women
wanted to change, but they didn’t
know how to change themselves. It’s
why these kinds of classes were
popular.

“What interested me in these
classes is that it was a man who
taught women how to change. Most
of the women who came to these
classes were a little bit desperate.
They were divorced, for example, or
they couldn’t find a man.”

The director says attendees really
trusted the teacher because he was a
man. “They believed he would under-
stand what a man wanted and what
was best for a woman. ‘What should I
do so that a man likes me?’ They be-
lieved he could give them knowledge
that could help to change their lives.”

“Today in Russia, psychology is be-
coming popular. Ten years ago, for
many women to come to these kinds
of ‘seduction’ classes, it was like ther-
apy for them. The classes were like a
women’s club – where women could
speak amongst themselves, and
share their ideas of how to be a better
woman and how to become sexier.”

Although president Vladimir
Putin’s presence is fleeting in the
documentary, his voice, which is sur-
prisingly soft spoken, looms large.
It’s clear the influence he has on
Russian society. In a public address,
broadcast on television the day of
International Women’s Day, he notes

that women “have other competitive
advantages like their beauty, their
charm, their warm-heartedness”, as
if he was describing a branch of the
country’s industrial sector.

“What Putin says is our mental-
ity,” says Rudnitskaya. “It’s what
our mothers and grandmothers told
us — that a woman should be femi-
nine and a man should earn money. I
tried to show in my documentary
what happens when a woman lives in
a patriarchal world. Women in
Russia really depend on men. We still

don’t have equal pay. Women earn
30% less than men.

“We are born in a society where
men should be strong, brutal and
have a good income. Women should
be pretty and try to cater for their
man, cooking for them, staying at
home with the children and so on.
What is really important in our so-
ciety is not who are you but who is
your husband. How many children
do you have? If you have one child
why don’t you have another one? If
you’re not married, it means that

you’re ugly and nobody wants you. If
a woman has a good income or is a
single mother ‘maybe she’s a les-
bian’. In Russia, feminism is still a
bad word.”

Rudnitskaya says that nowadays
in Russia — compared to 2008 when
she started making her documentary
— the focus for women taking
seduction classes has moved beyond
teaching women how to be sexy to
instruction about how to become
more elegant, which is explored in
the journey of the third and final

character in her documentary, a lady
called Diana.

Life hasn’t been easy for Diana.
Her mother was an alcoholic, her
father a “tyrant” so she moved in
with her grandmother, who, it seems,
suffers from dementia. She brings
her son with her, who is only four
when we first meet him. Diana fell in
love with the boy’s father because of
his “big nose”, and nothing much
else, she says wistfully. When she
became pregnant, he left her.

During the documentary, we’re in-
troduced to some of her suitors, in-
cluding drunken English-speaking
tourists in pick-up bars and a local
Russian guy who lacks career pros-
pects. Diana is quite firm with him:
“There can’t be a relationship with-
out an apartment or money,” she
says.

Eventually, she marries an older,
Italian guy lecturing at a university
in Moscow, but she doesn’t stop striv-
ing. She graduates to taking classes
at the Austrian Higher School of
Ladies where she’s instructed in so-
cial etiquette skills like table
manners, horse-riding and how to
walk while balancing a book on her
head. She’s given a screen test where
she quotes Nicole Kidman’s char-
acter in the movie Grace of Monaco.

Her Italian husband gives his im-
primatur for her to take these self-
improvement classes. “He’s liberal.
He can’t forbid her to do what she
wants. He doesn’t think about the
consequences,” says Rudnitskaya.

In the documentary’s penultimate
scene, she heads to Monte Carlo with
her son, who is now almost a teen-
ager. While outside a posh hotel, he
gushes into the hand-held camera
they bring with them, happy to share
in her dreams: “Beautiful women can
meet a millionaire here.”

■ School of Seduction will be screened
as part of the Virgin Media Dublin
International Film Festival, on Thursday

‘What is really
important in
our society is
not who are you
but who is
your husband

One of the stand-
out documentaries
at Dublin’s film
festival is about a
school in Russia
that teaches
women to be more
attractive, writes
Richard Fitzpatrick

Scenes from School of Seduction, the Russian-set documentary being screened this week at the Dublin Film Festival. Pictures: Alina Rudnitskaya

1|TV|
MAUDIE

Decent indie film about real-life Nova Scotia
‘outsider’ artist Maud Lewis. Directed by
Irish woman Aisling Walsh.
■ Tonight (Monday), TG4, 9.30pm

2|gig|
THE 1975

Matthew Healy and co return to Ireland with
their polished pop-funk, and the frontman’s
between song chatter.
■ Tuesday, 3Arena, Dublin

3|film|
CORK FRENCH FILM FESTIVAL

Eva Green and Matt Dillon star in opening
film Proxima, above, and there are plenty
more interesting Gallic offerings until the
closing gala on Sunday.
■Wednesday to March 8

4|art|
IN TRANSIT

Five international artists explore the
experience of immigrants who live between
different cultures.
■ From Friday, Crawford Art Gallery, Cork

5|gig|
JOHN HOPKINS

The electronica maestro actually plays
grand piano for parts of a show in which
he’ll be joined by various other musicians.
■ Friday, BGE Theatre, Dublin

Des O’Driscoll

5 THINGS FOR
THE WEEK
AHEAD

2004, he was boxed up for several
weeks living in a Big Brother-style
house with seven fellow comics in a
one-off Channel 4 vehicle, Kings of
Comedy, a Russell Brand-presented
show that Maxwell won.

“What I learned from Kings of
Comedy is just don’t imagine anybody
is watching it. Or in my case, I just
imagined that I was being constantly
observed by a female goddess, who
was slightly randy and omnipotent.
You gotta play those mind games with
yourself.”

Maxwell was the second contestant
to be voted off the show, 16 days into
the adventure, but its impact still res-
onates. It has helped raise his profile,
and to promote his shows, including
his current Irish stand-up tour.

“It’s been a great experience,” says
Maxwell. “The lasting exposure
from the jungle is all helping like
gangbusters with ticket sales.”

The Dublin comic, who has been
based in the UK since the 1990s,
won’t, however, be pushing to go back
on the show as a contestant.

“Number one: nobody’s been
invited on it twice,” he says, “but I’d
certainly like to go along and take the
mickey out of people stranded in the
jungle. That sounds fun.”

■ Andrew Maxwell will perform his show
Reality at Cyprus Avenue in Cork on
Friday, March 13

with the more stressful moments
and personality clashes being
churned out for the titillation of
television viewers.

“Nobody is used to constant
observation,” says Maxwell. “The
thing is when you’re on an upswing
and you’re feeling good, you don’t
mind. It’s when — for whatever
reason — it all starts to get to you, if
you’re feeling down, if you start
thinking [about] everybody who
doesn’t like you, it can really prey
on your mind.”

Maxwell says he devised a coping
mechanism from his previous
experience on a reality TV show. In

body got it. We were all thinking,
what the hell is happening? We were
told it was just a phase as the sugar
was leaving our systems, and then it
passed.”

Maxwell didn’t always have an
easy ride, emotionally. He had a
choking attack in one scene when
some camel meat got stuck in his
throat. The exhaustion got to him,
too. He had some tetchy exchanges
with surly ex-footballer Ian Wright,
for example, and Maxwell broke
down at one stage, admitting to Jossa
he was feeling “overwhelmed”.

Like the other contestants, he also
had to contend with being monitored,

I
T’S not everybody’s idea of fun.
Who wants to pass interminable
weeks in an oven-hot jungle, away
from family and friends, being
gorged on by mosquitos, routinely

having to carry out retch-inducing
tasks? All on a diet of rice and beans
for food, nerves frayed to cracking
point from sleep deprivation, while
the TV-viewing public looks on at
your daily humiliation.

When Andrew Maxwell got the call
to go on I’m A Celebrity… Get Me Out
of Here!, though, he jumped at the
chance. OK, the money he got for it,
reportedly around the €60,000 mark,
must have helped.

“I was blown away,” says Maxwell.
“It’s 13 million people in Britain, and
half a million in Ireland, who watch
it. It’s like a TV national institution.
I’ve spent a lot of time gigging in
Australia. It’s in cities, of course,
connected to comedy festivals. I’ve
always been curious about getting
out to the bush, or ‘the jungle’, as it’s
called on television. I thought, it’s a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. When
is someone going to pay me to live in a
tropical rainforest in the jungle for
weeks on end? So I went for it.”

Maxwell, who was taking part in
the nineteenth edition of the jungle-
test reality TV show, was joined by a
series of British celebrities, including
Nadine Coyle and the winner, a
former EastEnders actor, Jacqueline
Jossa, as well as the star American
attraction, Caitlyn Jenner.

“It gave me a real insight into food
insecurity and what it does to your
mind,” says Maxwell. “Your body is
screaming. Where’s the food? Why is
there no food? Will we ever get fed
again? There’s physiological stuff
that happens to you. In the first
48 hours, you start stuttering. Every-

Andrew Maxwell
had a mixed time
on I’m A Celebrity,
but is delighted to
be back on the
stand-up circuit,
writes Richard
Fitzpatrick

Glad to be getting
out of there

‘I just imagined
that I was being
constantly
observed by a
female goddess,
who was slightly
randy and
omnipotent

Andrew Maxwell will do his stand-up routine in Cork on March 13.

■ When Women Won  (Light
House, 4pm, Thursday: Anna
Rodgers’s documentary on three
feminists at the heart of the Re-
peal the Eighth Amendment cam-
paign, who were prompted into
action after the tragic death of
Savita Halappanavar.

■ The Hottest August (Light
House, 4pm): Brett Story’s docu-
mentary about the anxiety experi-
enced by New Yorkers in the face
of climate change, which has re-
ceived widespread acclaim on the
international film festival circuit.

■ Windmill Lane (Cineworld,
6pm, Saturday): Alan Moloney’s
documentary about how a ware-
house in an unfancied part of
Dublin became one of the cultural
touchstones of the country — for
example, the recording studio for
artists like U2 and a post-produc-
tion unit for films such as King
Arthur — since it was founded in
1978.

■ Billie  (Light House,  6pm,
Saturday): From the producers of
the Oscar-winning documentary
Man on Wire comes a film about
the life of legendary singer Billie
Holliday.

Top docs in Dublin

Arts/Ents Editor: Des O’Driscoll
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Today
■ Greencoat Renewables
issues its 2019 earnings.
Tuesday
■ Department of Finance
publishes the exchequer
returns for February.
■ CSO publishes the
unemployment rate for
February.
■ Cairn Homes issues its 2019
earnings.
Wednesday
■ Central Bank issues its
demographic report.
■ Hostelworld issues 2019
earnings.
Thursday
■ Central Bank’s Sharon
Donnery speaks at launch of
the Gender Balance Index.
■ Irish Ferries owner ICG
issues 2019 earnings.
■ Ladbrokes owner GVC
issues 2019 earnings.
■ CSO publishes figures for
factory output in February.
■ CSO publishes 2019
agriculture output, input, and
income figures.
■ Agri-firm Origin Enterprises
issues six-month earnings.
■ Total Produce issues 2019
earnings.
Friday
■ AIB issues 2019 earnings.
■ CSO issues GDP figures for
the 2019 fourth quarter.

Leaning on the experience of women
expanded their premises and
have launched a new website
and an online shop.

“Our parents have a
speciality food shop in
Nenagh since 1982, so we’ve
been around makers and
producers and business
owners our whole life.

“I’ve looked up to and ad-
mired both men and women
in the sector who are doing
interesting things,” she says.

Commenting on how the
food business has changed,
she says it has always at-
tracted both women and
men, but that there are now
more women in farming and
producing agri-produce.

There have always been
“incredible producers,
bakers, jam makers, and
cheesemakers”, involving
men and women of all ages,
from all walks of life, she
says.

NutShed’s butters are
handmade with peanuts
roasted on-site and the prod-
uct range also comprises
plant-based treats and raw
energy balls.

Its products are sold at cof-
fee shops and independent
specialty shops around the
country and through the
NutShed website.

As a mother of three
children, Ms Tierney recog-
nises the unique challenges
of juggling a business with
parenting.

However, she disagrees
with the view that having a
family can be a disadvantage
to setting up in business.

“I think when you’re at the
point of having a family, a lot
of people think you can’t
start a company. I feel the op-
posite.

“Yes, there’s the stress to
make sure it works. But,
equally, it just gives you so
much flexibility to be with
them when needed,” she
says.

Centre in Nenagh in Co Tip-
perary and runs a Saturday
stall at the Milk Market in
Limerick.

Ms Ward says the business
run by an all-female team
came about by chance and
was not based on a conscious
decision.

She appreciates the collab-
orative energy in the team
which involves everyone
pitching in. “There’s a strong
element of teamwork and of
respecting one another.
There’s no particular hier-
archy,” she says.

The sisters grew up
helping out at the family
business, called Country
Choice in Nenagh.

NutShed evolved from a
festival food stall, and
the sisters have recently

campaign they had got the
backing of more than 400 in-
vestors.

Meanwhile, food entrepre-
neurs Eliza and Evie Ward
tapped the power of sister-
hood in their own food
business.

Eliza Ward sees Inter-
national Women’s Day as an
opportunity for women
entrepreneurs to get
together and support one
another.

The sisters have found a
strong element of commu-
nity across all types of busi-
nesses in Ireland with fellow
female entrepreneurs offer-
ing advice and support.

Their company NutShed is
an all-female team.

It has a production unit at
Stafford Street Enterprise

as Shopify, Vodafone,
Citibank, Automattic, and
Deloitte.

It has also expanded its
services, partnering with the
public sector to map talent
across the country.

To date, Abodoo has raised
a total of €1.1m.

It has drawn support from
the Local Enterprise Office
in Wexford, Enterprise Ire-
land High Potential Start-Up
funding and angel invest-
ment, as well as a hugely
successful Crowdcube cam-
paign in October 2019.

Ms Tierney says that Abo-
doo was the first female-led
technology company from
Ireland to tap Crowdcube in
London.

Hitting its goal of €100,000
in 48 hours, by the end of the

International Women’s Day
next Sunday is a chance to
highlight the challenges and
opportunities for women
entrepreneurs in Ireland.

While women account for
only one-fifth of entrepre-
neurs, the numbers are
growing thanks to initiatives
such as Acorns for rural-
based early-stage female
entrepreneurs, and other
State-backed programmes
that focus on encouraging
female business leaders.

However, women entre-
preneurs still struggle to ac-
cess venture capital funding.

A recent report from
Enterprise Ireland found
that less than 10% of venture
capital funding is secured by
companies with women
founders.

The 2020 Action Plan for
Women in Business also
found that only 3% of angel
investors are women.

That represents a draw-
back for women entrepre-
neurs who are pitching
for funds for their start-up
businesses.

Vanessa Tierney, who
founded Abodoo with hus-
band Ben Wainwright, says
although she hasn’t experi-
enced discrimination
because she’s a woman,
she recognises that there is a
different style of pitching.

“You realise you probably
really need to up your
confidence and your projec-
tions and be a bit bolder,”
she says.

Abodoo, a technology plat-
form that matches workers
with companies that support
smart ways of working, has
worked with companies such

Ruth
Doris

Vanessa Tierney, co-founder of Abodoo, says she has to be bolder as a woman looking for investors.

Bright spark

Have you the next big idea to solve Ireland’s social problems? ‘See past the problems to the solutions’ is the call from Social Entrepreneurs Ireland (SEI) who has launched its
national campaign for applications, supported by DCC plc. SEI is looking for people across the country with innovative ideas to solve social problems to apply to one of its
support programmes. Jolene Cox, creator of the Now We’re Cooking Programme, is pictured with her daughter Lily-Mae and SEI alumni, Rosemary Kunene, founder of Dignity
Partnership. Interested candidates can apply or find out more at www.socialentrepreneurs.ie. Applications close on April 7. Picture: Julien Behal

Call for increase in
yearly tax revenues
The Social Justice Ireland or-
ganisation, led by Seán Healy,
has called on the next govern-
ment to increase annual tax
revenues by €2.5bn to €3bn to
take on social inequality in
housing, and climate change.
“If a country is setting social,
economic, and environmental
goals, it is important that
taxation policy supports these
goals,” said Mr Healy.
“Ireland needs to have a real
debate, not just about the le-
vels of services and infrastruc-
ture it wishes to have in the
coming decades, but also how
these are to be financed.”
Social Justice also wants a
minimum effective corporation
tax rate of 6%, a reform of tax
breaks for wealthier individ-
uals, scrutiny of all tax reliefs,
and for the two main income
tax credits to help make low-
paid work more rewarding.

Elliott ‘pushing to
remove Twitter CEO’
Hedge fund Elliott Manage-
ment has amassed a stake in
Twitter and is pushing for
changes, including removal of
the social media company’s
chief executive Jack Dorsey,
said two people familiar with
the matter.
Twitter is one of the few US
technology companies headed
but not controlled by one of its
founders. It has given share-
holders equal voting rights,
making Mr Dorsey, who owns
only about 2% of the company,
vulnerable to a challenge from
an activist investor such as El-
liott.
Twitter shares fell last year
when the company disclosed
that its platform experienced
glitches that hindered its ability
to target ads and share data
with partners. The San Fran-
cisco-based company’s reluc-
tance to expand beyond its
core platform has also left it
with a limited scale compared
with its larger social media
peers.
Elliott, founded by billionaire
Paul Singer, will be seeking to
install its own nominees to
Twitter’s eight-member board
when three of the company’s
directors stand for election at
its upcoming annual share-
holder meeting, said the
sources. It is not clear who El-
liott would like Mr Dorsey re-
placed with and how big is its
stake in Twitter.
The New York-based hedge
fund has more than $40bn
(€36bn) in assets under man-
agement, and has targeted
companies in recent months
ranging from Ebay to SoftBank.
Mr Dorsey, 43, one of Silicon
Valley’s most prominent entre-
preneurs, also runs Square Inc,
a mobile payments company.
His announcement in Novem-
ber that he would like to move
to Africa for up to six months
raised questions among ana-
lysts about his management.

In brief

Week ahead

Tourism faces blow after US ‘no travel’ advice
Eamon Quinn

Irish tourism is facing more
uncertainty after the US
issued warnings about travel
to parts of Italy and the
French authorities closed
the Louvre Museum in Paris
over concerns for its staff
catching the coronavirus
from the hundreds of people
streaming through its doors.

Tourism chiefs here have
been on high alert ever since
the first of two victims of

Covid-19 was confirmed last
week.

The Irish outbreaks re-
ceived widespread coverage
in the media around the
world.

Eoghan O’Mara Walsh,
head of the Irish Tourism In-
dustry Confederation, which
represents the Irish tourism
industry and the govern-
ment tourist boards North
and South, is preparing to at-
tend a Department of Health
meeting later today.

He said that the travel
bans announced over the
weekend by the US for its
citizens to parts of Italy most
affected by the outbreak and
the closure of the Louvre will
cause new concerns for the
prospects for Irish tourism
in the coming season.

“It is very concerning and
alarming for ever sector but
travel and tourism is likely
to be most affected,” said Mr
O’Mara Walsh.

Companies as diverse as

Diageo, which makes Guin-
ness, Baileys, and Smirnoff;
Danone, the foods giant that
also makes baby formula in
Ireland; and Apple, have
warned in the last two weeks
about financial hits from
coronavirus due to lower
Asian sales or the huge dis-
r upt ion to  their  supply
chains that thread across
China.

Amid last week’s huge
stock market sell-off, the
shares of travel giants and

airlines have been particu-
larly badly hit. That reflected
fears that American visitors
will cancel travel plans to
Europe should the outbreak
fail to be contained in the
coming months.

Bloomberg reported that
the US state department
upgraded its advisory for the
Italian regions that include
Milan and Venice to “do not
travel”, due to “the level
of community transmission
of the virus and imposition

of  local  quarantine pro-
cedures”.

Those regions include the
c ountr y ’ s  f in a n c e  hub,
Milan, and Venice.

The rest of Italy is still
ranked “reconsider travel”
by the US authorities. Italy
has reported more than 1,100
confirmed cases of the infec-
tion.

The US also issued a “do
not travel” warning for the
Daegu region of southeast-
ern South Korea.

Meanwhile, Japan raised
its travel advisory for Daegu
city and Cheongdo county in
the province of Gyeongsang-
buk-do to level 3, or to a “do
not travel” level.

Jap an’ s  mi n is t r y  o f
foreign affairs also raised the
alert for Italy’s Lombardy,
Veneto, and Emilia-Romag-
na regions to level 2 from
level 1.

France’s Louvre Museum
remained shut yesterday
amid concern about coron-

avirus. The shutdown fol-
lowed a government decision
on Saturday to ban indoor
public gatherings of more
than 5,000 people.

There was better news for
the PSA Group, the maker of
Peugeot cars, which has
been told by Chinese author-
ities that the company will
be able to restart industrial
act iv i t ie s  in  t h e  Hubei
province from March 11,
said chief executive Carlos
Tavares yesterday.

Decision looms for €3m fine for Google Ireland
unfairly on companies based out-
side Hungary.

Although the EU General Court
last year annulled the European
Commission’s decision which
found the Hungarian advertising
tax law in breach of EU state-aid
rules, Hungary subsequently
capped and lowered the tax rate
before pledging last year to reduce
the tax rate to zero up to the end of
2022. Google Ireland is involved
because the company’s European
head offices are based in Ireland.

the fine was final and enforceable
from the moment it was issued.

Google has argued that it had li-
mited scope to submit evidence to
ch al l eng e  the  f ine  a n d  that
foreign-based taxpayers have ex-
traordinarily little time to try and
challenge such decisions.

Its chances of successfully
challenging the fine were boosted
last year when a Court of Justice
of the EU advocate general issued
a legal opinion in favour of Google.

She claimed the law was applied

Google took the action to the
court which is based in Luxem-
bourg primarily on the basis that
it claims the fine is much higher
than any fine that can be imposed
on domestic companies in Hun-
gary.

It said that Hungarian firms be-
come automatically assessed for
tax payments when companies are
registered in Hungary.

Google also complained that its
rights to an effective remedy were
infringed as the decision to impose

laws because its rates unfairly
benefited some companies, as the
tax was calculated on turnover.

The tax is applied to anyone
who publishes advertisements on
the internet, mainly in Hungar-
ian, or on Hungarian internet
pages.

The Hungarian authorities
have claimed Google has obtained
a competitive advantage.

They have argued that the €3m
fine is justified because the com-
plaint dates back to January 2015.

comply with an obligation to reg-
ister for tax for selling advertising
in Hungary.

Google Ireland was also subject
to a daily fine for its alleged con-
tinuing failure to register as
required under Hungarian law.

It brings the current overall fine
to just over €3m.

Google started the action after
the  European Commission
claimed the tax, which was intro-
duced by Hungarian Prime Min-
ister Viktor Orban, violated EU

Seán McCárthaigh

Google Ireland will discover to-
morrow if it has successfully chal-
lenged a fine of over €3m imposed
by the Hungarian government.

The Court of Justice of the EU is
to rule on a case taken by Google
Ireland seeking to annul the fine
which was imposed by the tax
authorities in Hungary.

An initial fine worth €30,600
which was issued in January 2017
involved the company’s failure to

‘Up the escalator, and down
the lift’, is the old stock
market adage that remains
all too relevant.

The ‘up’ bit had lasted for
the past nine years when
stock markets had made
huge strides, but in a very
steady fashion.

A slow climb up meant
that markets rose most days,
and the reasons were not
hard to find.

The recovery from the
global banking crash in 2008
amid rock-bottom interest
rates around the world has
been very good for stock
markets.

The market had climbed
as money poured into com-
pany stocks and as central
banks printed money to try
to boost economic growth.

One consequence has been
overinflated prices in some
areas of the stock market,
leaving them vulnerable to a
correction.

Nonetheless, market
corrections since 2009 have
been short-lived.

The oil crisis in 2015 and
hikes to US interest rates in
late 2018 were also scary
signals for investors to sell
up. Yet, the market
recovered strongly on both
occasions and went on to
reach new all-time highs.

And anyone who got out of
shares or sold part of their
holdings soon regretted it.

But the enduring problem
is that bear markets jump
out to catch investors
unawares.

Investors lose their gains
which have been built up
over months, in a couple of
days.

We saw that in recent days
when Wall Street shed 2,000
points in a few days.

The last week or so has
provided an example of the
truth of the ‘up the escalator
and down the lift’ saying.

Despite the huge sell-offs,
stock markets remained at
historically elevated levels
last week, amid growing
fears of the economic fallout
of the coronavirus.

Fund managers need
strong arguments to take
their clients out of stocks.

A bit of bad news and a
10% correction, as happened
last week, was not enough to
do it.

Selling when stock
markets shed gains very
quickly has proved to be a
foolish strategy in the past.

Indeed, clients would get
very annoyed to be holding
cash if soon after, stock
markets were to recover and
go on to post new all-time
high levels

That means that every
time there is a correction,
there is much advice urging
investors to buy more stocks

The scenario in which a
fund manager recommends
liquidating a client’s
portfolio is when there is

likely to be a fall of around
20% and when stock markets
are likely to remain in a bear
market territory for a
number of years.

For that analysis to come
true, the prospect of a global
recession would have to
loom large. Or maybe, US
investors are also moving
prices to take account of the
policy shakeup should
Bernie Sanders be elected as
the next US president.

Whether the coronavirus
is serious enough to cause a
global recession will have to
be weighed. A global slow-
down is a certainty but that
will usher in even lower
interest rates — just look at
the yield on the Irish
Government 10-year bond,
at minus-20 basis points, a
historic low.

Germany likewise, at
minus 50 basis points,
signals there will be a slow-
down in global economic
growth.

Mr Sanders winning in the
US is a very different matter.
His pledge to forgive all
student debt, if imple-
mented, would send shock
waves through the financial
markets.

The heavy selling on stock
markets in recent days may
also have to do with his story
too.

Joe Biden winning over
the weekend in South
Carolina may provide some
relief to investors, while the
Democratic nomination trail
on ‘Super Tuesday’ will go a
long way to deciding who
will compete against
Donald Trump.

The market will be very
focused on the outcome.

On the virus, investors
need to know where the
virus is heading.

If it lasts as long as the
Sars outbreak, the latest
coronavirus will turn into a
pandemic to hit supply
chains globally.

No one can predict the
outcome with certainty, at
this time. What is clear is
that some businesses, and
indeed company stocks, will
be badly hit.

That requires an active
investment manager to look
through your investments to
identify your risk.

Negative-yielding
government bonds are not
safe in any good portfolio:
They destroy returns

In the US, the S&P 500 is
seriously overvalued, as is
the dollar. But for now,
investors in stock markets
need to watch and wait.
■ Peter Brown is founder of
Baggot Investment Partners at
pbrown@baggot.ie

No one can say
where stocks
will head due
to coronavirus
Peter
Brown

Coronavirus will hit some firms
and stocks hard. Picture: AP
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New lenders crowd into paying by app

ahead in smartphone and web-enabled
electronic money payments, mobile
payments, and currencies, by using
apps.

“As a challenger, it is vital we move
with the latest trends to maintain our
status.

“Every market where there is cash is
our market, and every business that
needs to take payments is our market.
And not too many businesses can say
that,” says Mr Moran.

He says the company will build on
what it has achieved in Europe and op-
erate in around a dozen or more coun-
tries in Africa and Asia.

“The speed at which we can go live in
a new country is one of the fastest in the
industry, as our platform is custom-de-
signed to be plug and play,” he says.

With programmes active in 25 coun-
tries, Prepaid transacts in 23 currencies
across many technology platforms.

The company aims to stay a step

10,000 by the end of 2020.
One of the pioneers is Prepaid Finan-

cial Services, an Irish company that
provides e-wallets and physical and vir-
tual prepaid cards, accounts, and con-
sumer and business current accounts
across the UK and eurozone.

“The regulatory landscape is chang-
ing in many countries, with regulators
seeming to follow the guidance of the
UK, where we are authorised and regu-
lated,” says founder, Noel Moran.

can offer competitive deals and more
personalised services.

“We stand on the brink of a techno-
logical revolution that will fundament-
ally alter the way we live, work, and re-
late to one another,” says Klaus
Schwab, founder and executive chair-
man of the World Economic Forum,
which is best known for its annual
Davos gathering.

“In its scale, scope, and complexity,
the transformation will be unlike any-
thing humankind has experienced be-
fore,” he says.

The economist details how the first
industrial revolution used steam power
to mechanise production, the second
revolution harnessed electric power to
create mass production, and the third
integrated electronics and information
technology in automating production.

The fourth industrial revolution is
building on a digital era characterised
by a fusion of technologies that is blur-
ring the lines between the physical,
digital, and biological spheres.

“The speed of current breakthroughs
has no historical precedent, and is evol-
ving at an exponential, rather than a
linear, pace, disrupting almost every in-
dustry in every country,” says Mr
Schwab.

Over the past three years, an influx of
clients has opted for neobanks’ apps
and online transactions, which they
think are more efficient than visiting
branches and doing paperwork.

Revolut is one of the most popular
neobanks in the UK, with a customer
base of eight million.

Founded in 2015, by Nikolay Storons-
ky, Revolut has a banking licence from
the Bank of Lithuania, and has raised in
excess of €300m in funding.

As a result of Brexit, it plans to move
responsibility for its European pay-
ments from London to Dublin and aims
to extend its Irish workforce to up to 50
people.

Financial technology, or FinTech,
uses technology to deliver financial ser-
vices and to compete with traditional fi-
nancial methods.

The organisations in Ireland that
support the sector include FinTech and
Payments Association of Ireland, Fin-
Tech Ireland, the IDA, and the banking
business group, Banking Payments
Federation Ireland, and Financial Ser-
vices Ireland.

The sector currently employs 7,000
people, which is likely to have grown to

After a dinner in London the other
week, with younger acquaintances, I
unexpectedly experienced the fresh
wind of progress.

When the bill arrived, the total was
calculated per head, plus tip. The entire
table offered their smartphones as pay-
ment. I was the only one extending
cash.

Enquiring what banks they all used,
my ears prickled to hear a list of names
unknown to me, including Revolut,
Monzo, Fidor, Alipay, Nubank, Chime,
and WeChat.

These are neobanks, financial insti-
tutions that have no physical branches;
their customers access them via mobile
apps and personal computer platforms.

Also known as challenger banks,
these flexible upstarts are aiming to
break the monopoly of the established
titans, whose acronym names adorn
every major thoroughfare in the land.

Emerging from the burgeoning finan-
cial technology sector, where finance
and technology have fused to deliver
consumer services in banking, insur-
ance and investing, the neobank is fast-
gathering popular traction amongst a
younger, tech-savvy demographic.

Advances in IT connectivity and the
widespread growth of smartphones
allow clients to open accounts via the
internet, without the need to ever physi-
cally visit a bank.

Linking your account to the phone ef-
fectively transforms the mobile into a
digital wallet, enabling transactions
and payments without the need for card
or cash.

“Fingertip connectivity gives
cheaper and faster banking experi-
ences,” said one of my dining com-
panions. “Traditional banks are chang-
ing to try to keep up, but they’re not
doing it fast enough.”

Neobanks offer the advantages of
speed, choice, convenience, and remote
access from anywhere with a wifi sig-
nal.

Without the need for the physical in-
frastructure of a branch network, they

Linking your account to the phone effectively transforms the mobile into a digital wallet. Picture: iStock

John
Daly

One stark fact showing the
under-representation of
women in the business world
is that companies with female

founders secured only €4.5m of the
€24m invested by Enterprise Ireland in
start-ups last year.

Only 19 out of 91 companies that
received investments under the Enter-
prise Ireland High Potential Start-up
(HPSU) programme — that helps com-
panies expand overseas — had female
founders.

The percentage of companies with
female founders who received early-
stage Competitive Start funding of
€50,000 is at a more elevated level.

But HPSU manager Jennifer Melia
points out that there are fewer appli-
cations from females and that women
who do apply tend to seek less funding
than their male counterparts.

HPSU is aiming to boost the number
of female participants, however.

“There are three times more men
than women starting and growing busi-
nesses in Ireland,” said Ms Melia.

“Lack of previous strategic manage-
ment experience, domain knowledge,
and lack of a professional-strategic
network is likely to impact a decision to
start an enterprise and, in turn, this can
impact access to finance,” she said.

Ms Melia notes that having too few
women in business is an international
issue and that Ireland has more poten-
tially high-growth start-ups founded by
women than many European countries.

She adds that since Enterprise Ire-
land introduced additional support for
female founders in 2012 there has been a
big increase in the number of female-
led companies receiving HPSU funding.

She believes that one reason to ex-
plain the under-representation of
women is that family commitments get
in the way.

The fact that women are strong
strategic thinkers who want clarity
about the future tends to make them

more risk-averse,
said Ms Melia.

“Typically some
of our female
founders are more
risk-averse in
terms of the
amount of funding
they look for. Male
founders are not as
risk-averse, and
are more confident
going in, looking
for higher levels of
funding — even
when their idea

might be at an earlier stage,” she says.
By way of example, between 2012 and

2016 the average Enterprise Ireland
HPSU investment for a male-led com-
pany was €250,000, while the amount for
female-led companies was much less.

As part of its initiative to encourage
more women to set up their own busi-
nesses, Enterprise Ireland has, for the
last eight years, offered a dedicated
Competitive Start Funding round for fe-
male entrepreneurs.

“We find female founders are more
comfortable applying for a female-only
call,” says Ms Melia, adding that to
encourage more women to become
entrepreneurs, Enterprise Ireland also
offers a range of supports including
mentoring and an accelerator pro-
gramme.

Ms Melia says that to encourage
more female entrepreneurs, there
needs to be more females appointed to
senior management in companies,
 because managers tend to go on to set
up a high number of start-ups.

Enterprise Ireland plans to provide a
grant of up to 50% of a manager’s salary
for part-time management posts. Ms
Melia says this could allow senior
female professionals the option to work
on a part-time basis and bring people
with valuable skills back to the work-
place.

She says there will also be an in-
creased emphasis on providing female
mentors for start-up companies, taking
full advantage of the number of success-
ful female-led companies that have
been supported by Enterprise Ireland.

Ms Melia notes there is a range of
female-led companies across a range of
areas, including financial technology,
ICT, and life sciences which can provide
mentoring to early-stage companies.

“Another of our objectives is to in-
crease the number of female investors,
and we also plan to encourage female
researchers in colleges to work with us
on research projects so they can spin-
out companies,” she says.

“Females with business ideas are out
there — we just need to make it easier
for them to come and talk to us and to
develop them,” says Ms Melia.

Jennifer Melia at
Enterprise Ireland aims
to help women to set
up their own firms,
writes Trish Dromey

Too
few
women
set up
start-
ups

J e n n i f e r  M e l i a ,
HPSU manager

With floods and storms on the increase across these islands a collision with reality cannot be postponed.

Irish Fiscal Council sounds the
alarm on the climate emergency

Banks and investment funds
have been gradually waking
up to the implications of cli-
mate change.

Economists too across Europe are sit-
ting up and taking note and not before
time, the Irish Fiscal Advisory Council,
or Ifac, the country’s budgetary watch-
dog — devoted its latest annual confer-
ence to the burning topic of Budgeting
for Climate Change.

As a member of the council, Sebas-
tian Barnes, observes that “addressing
climate change will be a huge challenge
for Ireland”.

In a sign of the times, the first speak-
er, an Italian academic and scientist,
Elena Verdolini, delivered her address
on screen from her home in Italy.

What she had to say was startling:
For example, we are currently emitting
twice the amount of carbon dioxide that
the earth is in a position to absorb.

Once global temperatures rise more
than 1.5 degrees celsius above pre-in-
dustrial levels, the associated risk and
damage grows exponentially.

Warm-water corals are “already on
their way to extinction” and mango
forests are threatened but more resil-
ient.

The impacts extend beyond melting
glaciers, rising sea levels and flood
events to include impacts on crop yields
and human mortality.

She says that avoiding even a one-
tenth of a degree rise in additional tem-
perature matters a lot.

Eddie Casey of the Fiscal Council
notes how economists have ducked a
confrontation with the huge topic.

The Quarterly Journal of Economics,
for example, had until very recently
never published an article on climate
change.

But with floods and storms on the in-
crease across these islands a collision
with reality cannot be postponed.

The impacts are already being felt on
the factors of production, land, labour,
and capital.

Land is ceasing to be productive as a
result of repeated flooding. Labour too
is suffering in productivity as a result of
the health effects of flood events.

Buildings and infrastructure have

The risks fall into two categories -
- the straightforward physical risks
posed by extreme weather events and
the risks faced while the transition
away from a fossil fuel-based economy
is underway.

The Central Bank official points out
that a too abrupt transition towards an
economy based on renewable energy
could be as damaging in its own as foot-
dragging.

A sudden transition would result in
energy companies being left with
stranded assets, and could leave
lenders sharply exposed.

Equally, the value of properties with
low energy ratings could suddenly fall
leading to further exposures.

A climate-resilient financial system
will be required if the transition is to
occur.

“In managing climate change, there
is a paradox. Act too slowly, and you in-
crease the physical risks. But act
abruptly and you have a rapid adjust-
ment in the financial system,” he says.

The Central Bank last year set up a
network for the greening of the finan-
cial system and is active in a number of
supervisory roles but it cannot develop
its expertise overnight, Mr Madouros
said.

been damaged repeatedly.
Efforts at innovation have been di-

verted towards adaptation, although ar-
guably, one consequence of recent
events could be an acceleration in the
transition in Irish farming away from

intensive stock rearing - at least in
flood-prone areas.

Mr Casey suggests that the emerg-
ence of the green economy will entail
higher rates of investment in areas such
as the retrofitting of houses.

The Office of Public Works has car-
ried out a detailed flood risk analysis
and has produced flood risk tables for
our major cities.

A rise in sea levels would leave much
of the inner city in Dublin and Cork
City is even more exposed. The State
might have to step in to ensure payouts
to businesses and householders hit by
weather events.

The taxpayer faces huge costs in
funding infrastructure when the
national debt is already elevated.

The transition from carbon-intensive
activities will create its owns problems
as the exchequer earns a lot of its rev-
enues from duties on motor fuel and
taxes.

While carbon taxes will bring in in-
creased revenues in the short to medi-
um terms, the whole point about such
taxes is that they are intended to
change behaviour.

The banking sector could be exposed
to large write-downs should the valu-
ations of properties serving as security

for mortgages be hit badly by rolling cli-
mate events. This may have to be re-
flected in the imposition of higher re-
serve requirements on banks.

“We face a wide range of challenges.
We need to be clear about our targets
and policies,” says Mr Casey.

Professor John FitzGerald, chair of
the Climate Change Advisory Council,
suggests that the Department of Fi-
nance will have to move to quantify the
costs from the climate crisis.

Central Banks are now paying in-
creased attention to the issue of global
warming. The Irish Central Bank has
assigned responsibility for this area to
Vasileios Madouros. He warns that “cli-
mate change is the most complex of all
the problems we are faced with. It is a
substantial threat to financial stabil-
ity”.

Investors in the private sector will
have a key role to play.

Ensuring that the financial sector
will be resilient to climate change will
not be easy, Mr Madouros suggests.

“The effects of climate risks are
broad-based, running across all sec-
tors,” however, the time horizons for
planning are much longer than is
usually the case with projects backed
by banks, he says.

From Irish banks
exposed to bad loans
and the slow process
to redirect
resources, Kyran
Fitzgerald writes on
the climate challenges
identified by a
fascinating conference

“The banking
sector could be
exposed to large
write-downs should
the valuations of
properties serving as
security for
mortgages be hit by
climate events



Drink to keep people ‘younger’ by delaying muscle ageing
Áilín Quinlan

Research is under way into
the development of a revol-
utionary new drink which
would delay the ageing of
muscles in older people — in
ef fect keeping them
‘younger’ for longer.

The study into the poten-
tial benefits of whey protein
for ageing muscles has been
underway at the Teagasc re-
search facility atMoorepark,

Fermoy, for about three
years.

Whey protein is already
highly popular in the sports
industry, where athletes
regularly use it for muscle
repair and recovery.

It’s predicted that by 2050,
there will be 1.6 bil l ion
people over the age of 65 in
the world, about 10% of
whom will experience sar-
copenia or muscle wastage.

Recent research at the

University of Limerick has
found that sarcopenia can be
offset by changes to dietary
habits — scientists found
that optimising the quality
and timing of total daily pro-
tein intake can decrease age-
related loss of muscle mass.

It is in this context that re-
searchers at Moorepark
have been studying the po-
tential effects of whey pro-
tein on elderly muscles, as
Linda Giblin, a senior scien-

tist at the Teagasc Food Re-
search Centre explains:

“Milk contains two differ-
ent kinds of protein, casein
and whey.

“Whey is easily digestible
and high in protein. It has all
the essential amino acids
which are important for the
most basic growth and main-
tenance of the body, and
branch chain acids which
are crucial for muscle
growth and repair.”

Ms Giblin said whey also
contained bio-active peptides
— strings of amino acids
with a health benefit beyond
nutrition.

“These bio-active peptides
may help repair muscle
faster or help an athlete run
faster,” she said. “What
we’ve been looking at is what
they can do in terms of delay-
ing the ageing of muscles of
older adults — we’re looking
atwhat happens towhey as it

is being digested by the older
gut . We’re looking at
whether bio-active peptides
reduce the ageing process in
oldermuscles somuscles can
stay younger for longer.

“We have found that whey
contains several bio-active
peptides which can delay
ageing in muscles.”

She said the Teasgasc re-
search group had been grow-
ing and ageing muscles in
the laboratory, to investigate

the benefits of these peptides
on muscles in terms of their
effects on ageing.

“We have now created a
beverage with the whey,”
she said, adding that re-
searchers had already pro-
duced “industrial -scale
quantities” of this drink
which can be made available
in dried and powdered form:

“It is still at research and
development level, but looks
very promising.

“We are currently plan-
ning the testing phase of this
beverage on the ageing
muscle,” she said.

Once the f inal testing
phase of the product is com-
plete, she explained, it would
be offered to interested sec-
tors in the food industry:

“We will be offering this to
the food industry. We would
hope to see it come on the
market in the coming two or
three years.”

Thomas Duffy

EU budgets, or
Multiannual
Financial Frame-
works (MFF) as

they are also known, are not
an ordinary topic of conver-
sation around the water-
cooler nor down at the co-op.
However, while attention by
the majority has been on the
continued conversation
around government
formation following an
eventful election, EU
budgets may have an even
bigger impact on rural
Ireland than any national
policy.

The farming community
has been increasingly sub-
jected, as of late, to intense
focus on a range of issues,
from climate change adap-
tation to water quality and
animal
welfare, by
European
parties and
commen-
tators. Itwas
with total
shock that
we learned
of proposals
to actively
cut the
budget for
farmers to
provide
these very
things.

A whop-
ping €53.2bn
was proposed to be cut from
the Common Agriculture
Policy to the Council of the
EU, where the heads of each
EU country sit. This slash to
vital farm funding was
spearheaded by the so-called
“Frugal Four” leaders from
Austria, Denmark, Sweden,
and the Netherlands.

These countries, in
response to the UK leaving,
have rejected calls by coun-
tries such as Ireland to
increase contribution to the
overall MFF. Portraying
themselves as the fiscally
responsible opposition to
what is a clear need for
greater commitment may be
popular domestically for
these countries, but thismay
be disastrous not only for EU
farmers, but for the Euro-
pean project as a whole.

While to someCAPmaybe
seen as an issue for farmers
only, the focus must be re-
turned to the CAP’s original
purpose of providing safe, af-
fordable food while comply-
ing with the demands of EU
regulations and EU con-
sumers— something of huge
importance to all of those
who are citizens of the EU.

While budgets are always
contentious issues, be that
farm budgeting or even our
own national discussions on

spending and “fiscal space”,
EU negotiations are not only
contentious, but can also be
drawn-out affairs. With so
many countries with com-
peting interests, agreement
is a difficult task.

Countries such as Greece
and Italy which have dealt
with a heavy burden of
immigration can under-
standably argue for greater
funds to deal with the refu-
gee crisis. Other countries
believe that with comments
fromUScommander-in-chief
Donald Trump about being
reluctant to protect Euro-
pean allies, the EU should
spend more on defence fund-
ing — a sensitive issue for a
country like ours with a
history of neutrality.

However, the greatest vic-
timof this “frugality”may in
fact be European ambition

on a number
of fronts.
The new EU
Commis-
sioner
Ursula Van
Der Leyden
described
the “Euro-
pean Green
Deal” as
akin to the
EU’s ‘man
on themoon’
moment.But
importantly
when JFK
proposed to
put their

man on the moon, he
directed significant funding
to the goal rather than slash-
ing budgets to science and
R&D. Regardless of how
farmersmay feel about these
environmental ambitions,
we will no doubt be put front
and centre.With cuts to both
direct payments — which
help to underpin compliance
with the directives of the EU
— and cuts to Pillar 2 fund-
ing, this ambition seems
more pie in the sky than
JFK’s space program ever
was. A meagre ‘Just Transi-
tion’ fund of €7.5bn will not
evenbegin to cover the losses
to farmers even in the
unlikely event it was all
directed at agriculture.

The other great tentpole of
European ambition has been
the ‘Farm to Fork’ strategy
many farmers are eagerly
awaiting details of. Again, in
this area the idea that less
funding for farmers to
ensure we can play a role is
making a mockery of this
ambition.

Whether EU citizens are
concerned by the security
and quality of their food as a
primary goal or the provi-
sion of goods and services
which benefit all such as
clean air, clean water, or
biodiversity, no one can con-
clude that these can be
achieved with reduced
funding.

The greater challenge
overall now will be how to
address not only the hole in
EU budgets left by the UK’s
exit, but also the question
left by Brexit of the EU’s
very future direction.

At a time when we should
be seeing greater ambition
from the EU towards its
citizens, of which provision
of safe food is a key aspect,
and a strengthening of the
European community, this
signal is deeply worrying.

Cuts to CAP
will have
big impact
on rural life

Thomas Duffy, Macra national
chairman.

“With so
many countries
with competing
interests,
agreement is a
difficult task

Students swap books for wellies in Agri Aware initiative
highlight the actions being
taken on farms to protect
water, reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and encourage
biodiversity.

Agri Awarewas founded in
1996 by a number of leading
agri-food businesses, who
identified the need for an in-
dependent body to provide
the public with information
and education on the import-
ance of agriculture and food
to the Irish economy.

Agri Aware chair Alan
Jagoe said it will be the first
time many students will
have set foot on a working
farm. This will help increase
awareness of sustainable
food production and bridge
the gap between young con-
sumers and producers.

Teagasc chair Liam Her-
lihy said the Walk and Talk
series is a great opportunity
to showcase the sustainabil-
ity of Irish farming and to

component of the new agri-
cultural science syllabus it
was only right to make it a
focus of the series.

“The events are a brilliant
opportunity for students to
engage with industry ex-
perts,” he said. “Agri Aware
wouldn’t be able to facilitate
them without the help of
Teagasc, UCD, the IrishAgri-
cultural Science Teachers’
Association and our patrons
from the agri-food industry.”

Dairygold, Glanbia, Aur-
ivo, Arrabawn and Lakeland
Dairies will give talks on the
dairy industry, while Slaney
Meats, ABP, Dawn Meats,
Kepak and Truly Ir ish
will be on hand to educate
students about the meat sec-
tor.

Agri Aware executive di-
rector Marcus O’Halloran,
launching the series at the
UCD Lyons Farm, said that,
with sustainability, a key

perts and key patrons will be
on hand to explain what
farmers are doing to reduce
their carbon footprint and
make their holdings more
environmentally and econ-
omically sustainable.

The students will examine
soil profiles, view new tech-
nologies, watch cows being
milked and compare breeds
of sheep during their visits to
Teagasc, UCD, and the Irish
Farmers Journal farms.

Ray Ryan

More than 3,000 second-level
agricultural science stu-
dents are to swap their books
for wellies to participate in
Agri Aware’s annual Walk
and Talk initiative

The March 2-13 event
series will focus on the sus-
tainability of agriculture and
allow students gain a practi-
cal insight through a range
of farm visits. Teagasc ex-
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THE contribution of
hill sheep farmers
tomaintaining and
enhancing the en-

vironment in the uplands of
Ireland has acquired a new
focus with the climate and
biodiversity emergency,

Tourists and others who
travel throughthecountry’s
foothills, especially in the
summer, oftenmarvel at the
picture postcard scenery.

Sheepgrazingonhillsides
andalong roadverges add to
the appeal of the natural
heritage and the peaceful
surrounds, but there is an-
other side to that contented
image.

For it is not all bliss for
the farmers who often
struggle to earn a viable
living from rearing sheep in
the rugged landscape that is
often battered by the
increasing vagaries of the
Irish weather.

For these and other rea-
sons the Teagasc national
hill sheep conference in Bal-
lybofey, Co Donegal, earlier
this month, was an import-
ant event for the sector.

A range of speakers ad-
dressed issues ranging from
sustainability and the en-
vironment to profitability,
marketing and sheep
health. There were many
take home messages.

Teagasc director Gerry
Boyle put the overall sector
in context by referring to
the latest published sheep
census statistics (December
2018) that there were 35,186
flocks in Ireland, a decrease
of 536, or 1.5% from 2017.

Some 2.56m breeding
ewes produced a high-
quality product with about
81% of it exported.

Last year, almost 2.783m
sheep were processed in
Irish lamb processing
plants, a decrease of 7% on
2018 figures.

He said sheep production
is a significant contributor
to the agricultural and
national economy produc-
ing 67,415 tonnes of sheep
meat valued at some €390m.
A total of 54,809 tonnes of
sheepmeat, valued at €300m
was exported.

Over the past decade,
there had been greater
market diversification,with
more than 40% of sheep
meat shipments, by volume,
destined for countries other
than the traditional French
and British markets in 2019.

Diversified, high value
markets such as Belgium,
Germany, Sweden, Canada
and Italy are now becoming
significant destinations for
Irish sheep meat.

He said China is becom-
ing a major importer. A
total of six Irish sheep meat
processing plants are now
eligible to export to China,
and hopefully, it will
become a realistic market
this year.

owes much to the strong
partnership developed
between the organisations
involved — in particular
DAFM,NPWS,Teagasc, and
the Irish Farmers Associ-
ation’s Burren branch.

“This partnership of far-
ming and conservation in-
terestsdevelopedovermany
years with a great deal of
trust and compromise
needed on all sides.

“However, as a conse-
quence all sides have
benefitted greatly from the
impact and success of the
project, offering lessons for
other areas of high nature
value in Ireland,” he said.

Mr Dunford said with the
Government recently de-
claring a climate and biodi-
versity emergency, there
will be more opportunities
for farmers in the Irish up-
lands and other high nature
value areas to earn income
for delivering environment-
al improvements in
response to this emergency.

“The BP has proven that,
with the right type of fund-
ing, support and encourage-
ment, Irish farmers are
an invaluable conservation
resource,” he said.

preserve a habitat which is
beneficial to grazing ani-
mals, wildlife and birds,
flora and fauna.

An understanding of the
relationship between plants
and animals is needed to
achieve it through grazing,
she said.

Brendan Dunford, man-
ager, Burren Life Pro-
gramme in Clare, said the
locally-led Agri-Environ-
ment Scheme aims to
conserve and improve the
biodiversity, water quality
and cultural heritage of the
limestone area between
Clare and Galway.

It currently works with
328 farmers on 23,000 ha of
heritage-rich farmland,
mainly specialising in
suckler beef, although some
continue to farm sheep.

A locally-based manage-
ment team administer the
programme and its seven-
year budget of some €12m
on behalf of the Department
of Agriculture Food and the
Marine, with support from
the National Parks and
Wildlife Service.

The BP has evolved over
20 years of research and de-
velopment and its success

“Cumulatively, there are
some grounds for a modest
optimism for the Irish sheep
industry in 2020, notwith-
standing that the final
Brexit deal has yet to be
completed and Ireland is
very dependent on the UK
market,” he said.

Prof Boyle said hill sheep
farming plays an important
role in the economic health
of rural economies and the
maintenance of the natural
landscape in many of Ire-
land’s most scenic areas.

But low output and often
depressed markets for male
storehill lambshas resulted
in low margins.

However, the Cheviot and
Scottish Blackface hill ewes
are very hardy and resilient
breeds and are hugely
responsive to improved
nutrition.

The hill ewe, irrespective
of breed type, has a signifi-
cant untapped potential
both in thehill environment
and as the dam of prolific
cross bred ewes for the
lowlands, he said.

Cathal Buckley, Teagasc
Rural Economy and Devel-
opment Programme at Mel-
lows Campus in Athenry,

Co Galway, said the sustain-
ability of an individual hill
sheep farm needs to be
assessed across economic,
environmental and social
dimensions.

On the economic dimen-
sion, while comparable to
cattle and lowland sheep
systems, hill sheep farms
tended to have lower levels
of profitability, income per
labour unit and overall
economic viability.

On the social side, they
generally had higher levels
of household vulnerability
and isolation risk.

When it came to the
environment, all other
things being equal, the risk
associated with hill sheep
farms was the lowest of any
farm system in terms of

greenhouse gas emissions,
ammonia emissions and
nitrate surpluses on a per
hectare.

In terms of priorities for
the next Common Agricul-
tural Policy, he said hill
sheep farmers ranked
generational renewal and
initiatives to improve water
quality as the top two prior-
ities, followed by initiatives
to improve biodiversity,
convergence of payment
and greenhouse gas
emission reduction.

Eileen McCloskey, a
sheep technologist with
CAFRE at Greenmount
College, Co Antrim, said
management is essential
in maintaining heather
moorland to keep it in good
agricultural condition, and

Creating a viable and sustainable future for sheep farmers is crucial, writes Ray Ryan

“Farmers often struggle to
earn a viable living from rearing
sheep in the rugged landscape
often battered by the weather

Value of hill sheep farmers to
rural environment highlighted

Tourists and others who travel through the country’s foothills, especially in the summer, oftenmarvel at the picture postcard scenery. Picture: iStock
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Winner 2019:
First snow in Mourne Mountains

and wall reaching skies.
Picture: Pawel Zygmunt

Sunday March 8th
All the ‘Hits’

JOHNNY
McEVOY
& Band

Sunday
March 22nd

MIKE
DENVER
& Band

Guests: Brendan Shine-Ray Lynam

Box Office Tel 021-4270022

The
Perfect
way to
celebrate
memories
Personalised
Newspaper Gifts

Choose from
▶Personalised newspaper
books for Birthdays
& Anniversaries.
▶Framed Pages

▶GAA & Rugby Sports
Books

▶Jigsaw Puzzle Book

Irish Examiner
irishexaminer.com/shop

Indulge in Luxury
this Spring at the

5 Star
Muckross Park
Hotel & Spa,
Killarney

Enjoy

2 Nights B&B with
guided tour of
Muckross House
and Gardens

4 Course dinner in
the award-winning

Yew Tree
Restaurant

Welcome drink
for 2

Complimentary use
of the Thermal
Suite in the world
award-winning Spa
at Muckross

Complimentary
Bike Hire
to explore

Killarney National
Park

Rates from as little

as€202 pps

Call now
064-662 3400

info@muckrosspark.com
www.muckrosspark.com

Social &
Personal

Advertising

T. 021 480 22 36
E. social.personal@

examiner.ie

4★

&
Westport House

BOOK DIRECT &
SAVE

B&B from €118
in Total

* * * * *

OVER 50s SALE
April from €299pps
5 Nights Dinner B&B
starting on a Sunday
Limited Number
of Rooms

*************

BRIDGE WEEK
10th – 15th May
5 Nights DBB
+ Bridge
€359pps
€419 single

************

BRIDGE
REFRESHERS

WEEK
4th – 8th May &
8th – 12th June
4 Nights DBB
+ Bridge
€309 pps

*************

SPIRIT & SOUL
OF MAYO
Hosted by

James Kilbane
21st – 26th June
5 Nights DBB
+ Programme
from €440pp

************

EXTRAVAGANZA
WEEK

7th – 12th June
5 Nights DBB
from €425pp
Entertainment
Day & Night

All Offers Subject
to Availability

Call 098 25122
www.hotelwestport.ie

Kenmare
Bay Hotel
& Resort
www.kenmarebayhotel.com

SPRING MIDWEEK
GETAWAYS

1, 2 or 3 night
stay including

· B&B
· 1 x 3 Course
Dinner each

· Gls of Wine with
the meal

· Late Check Out

FROM ONLY
€69.00pps

STAY LONGER
FOR LESS!

Call +353 (0)64
6679300 or
Email:

info@kenmarebayhotel.com

Valid until 2nd April
midweek only excluding

midterm & BH

VIKING THEATRE @ the sheds
Tel: 087 1129970

Riveting and irresistible…a delightful
mini-masterpiece’
The Arts Review HHHH
Tickets: ™15 www.vikingtheatredublin.com

Mon-Sat: 8pm
Feb 24th - Mar 7th

A Corn Exchange and Abbey Theatre co-production

THE FALL OF THE
SECOND REPUBLIC

APPROPRIATE
Written & Performed by Sarah-Jane Scott
Directed by Paul Meade

Mon-Sat: 7.30pm
Selected Mats

@ 2.30pm

ABBEY THEATRE
Tel: (01) 87 87 222

What Ireland might have become, 50 years
after its independence.
Tickets €13 - €45 / Conc. €13 - €32
www.abbeytheatre.ie

Mon-Sat: 7.30pm
Sat Mat: 2.00pm

On the Abbey Stage
Runs Until Mar 14th

GAIETY THEATRE
Tel: 0818 719388 Jan 27th - Mar 14th

THE LIEUTENANT
OF INISHMORE
by Martin McDonagh

The cast includes Paul Mescal, Aisling Kearns,
Alex Murphy, Cillian Ó Gairbhí.
Tickets from €18.50
Gaiety Box Office: 0818 719388 www.ticketmaster.ie

Relaxing
Sleepovers

1 night B&B
2 course dinner
Late checkout

From Only

€109
in total for

2 people sharing

Tel. 052 6188700
info@clonmelparkhotel.com
www.clonmelparkhotel.com

Lapps Quay, Cork

Easter
Break

From

€85 pps
inc. dinner &
breakfast

April 5th - 19th

Tel:021-4224900
www.claytonhotelcork

city.com

2 Nights B&B
Only €99 for 2

People

Auburn
Lodge Hotel
& Leisure
Centre
Ennis, Co Clare

The perfect base for
discovering Lahinch,
The Burren & Bunratty

www.auburnlodge.com

* Saturday supplement
of €29 per person

* Valid till 31st March
2020

* Compliementary
WIFI & Car Parking

Subject to Availability
(Not Valid 21st & 22nd Feb

or 21st March)

Phone 065 6821247
Email:

reservations@auburnlodge.com

KARLA
BOUTIQUE
10 East Douglas

Village, Douglas, Cork
Tel. 021-4899765

Open
9.30 - 5pm
Mon to Sat

Stunning
spring casuals

just
arrived

Spring
wedding

outfits in store

Mother of the
Bride, Groom &
Guest outfits,
Accessories to

match

A range of
stunning

dresses now
HALF PRICE

Selection of
winter jackets
& knits
now

HALF PRICE

New Spring
stock of
Robell

trousers &
Peruzzi
trousers

SALE
CONTINUES

at
Back of
Store

Karla for the
woman who loves
beautiful clothes

Escape to
Killarney

Town Centre
4* Hotels

Killarney Plaza
Killarney Avenue
Killarney Towers

2 BB + 1D

from

€140 pps

Call
064 66 2 1111
www.odrhotels.com

Meadowlands
Hotel
Tralee

★★★★

Awarded in top
25 of Irish Hotels

Experience
Meadowlands
Hospitality!

Spring
Breaks

2BB1D
Fr €99pps

Subject to Availability

Book Now
066 7180444

info@meadowlandshotel.com
meadowlandshotel.com

MIDWEEK
GETAWAY
Glenbeigh,
Co. Kerry

Getaway to Glenbeigh.
Enjoy a relaxing stroll
on Rossbeigh Beach,
tee off at Dooks or
spend the day fishing
on Caragh Lake

Award Winning Gastro
Bar serving food daily,
friendly & welcoming

service in
Kerry’s Reeks District

2 NIGHTS B&B & 1
DINNER (3 Course)

€89 PPS

Available March/April/
May 2020

THE
GLENBEIGH
HOTEL

Glenbeigh, Co Kerry

(066) 9768333
www.glenbeighhotel.com

The Killarney
Riverside
Hotel

www.riversidehotelkillarney.com

★★★★

TGI Friday
Early check-in

Welcome Drink on
arrival

King Room
Full Irish breakfast

All for €99
per couple
Call 064 66 39200
Local 1890 930 033
Limited availability per

night.

CONTACT OUR SOCIAL
& PERSONAL TEAM
T. 021 480 22 36

E. social.personal@examiner.ie
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HOROSCOPES

Something is stirring in your subconscious and your
efforts to ignore it are likely futile. A notion that’s been
swimming around in your mind lately is becoming
stronger in order to get your attention. Open your mind
to your intuitive thoughts and truly work to absorb their
message. Some knowledge cannot be learned from
the real world, it must be felt by your soul. Create a
quiet space where you can retreat and connect.

A part of your daily life appears to be expanding now
and it may require a leap of faith to take it to the next
level. If you’re feeling stifled in your work, breaking out
of your day-to-day routine to learn something new
could fuel you with the energy you need to make even
bigger changes. You may be the only thing holding
yourself back. Lean into learning and consider other
perspectives that might broaden your future.

There’s tension between your personal values and
those of a larger group today, which could make it dif-
ficult to make any progress at all. Perhaps there’s a
topic you feel needs more debate, but the rest of the
team would rather not rock the boat. Practice your
classic Taurean patience and realize that there’s no
hurry to find a solution. Just because it doesn’t come
now doesn’t mean it won’t come at all.

A project that once inspired you may be experiencing
some growing pains now. There’s stress happening
between your personal creative impulses and those of
the collective and it may be time to rethink your moti-
vations altogether. If you cannot have total creative
control, is it worth it to you to be involved in this under-
taking? There really is a lot you could learn from listen-
ing to others. You’ll be happiest if you stay focused.

Be careful what you say and who you say it to! You’d
be wise to hold your tongue where authority figures are
concerned. Though the Moon is in your communi-
cative sign, its square to the Sun in your 10th House of
Reputation could blow misunderstandings with those
in charge. If you can’t put off an important discussion,
at least take your time with it. What you say is only half
the battle -- how its perceived is the other half.

A miscommunication with a relative or someone you
live with could create tension on the home front today.
As the Moon in Gemini and your 7th House of Relation-
ships creates a stressful square to the Sun in your
family sector, conversations close to home could feel
tense. Have patience, dear Archer! Things will improve
in time, and what you learn from this snafu can actually
help you relate better in the future.

Caring for yourself is an act of giving. You may feel like
pulling back from the world today as the Moon moves
through your 12th House of Isolation. Allowing your
soul time to rest is a healthy choice when things start
to feel a little too big or overwhelming. If you can’t re-
treat into solitude, you can still make yourself import-
ant by taking care of your own needs, even the sim-
plest among them. Take good care of yourself!

You’re straightforward by nature, which helps you to
have clear and concise conversations, yet may limit
your overall growth. Let curiosity serve your clarity. In-
stead of taking things at face value, ask questions to
confirm details and prevent miscommunications. The
more you ask, the more you know. As the Moon lights
up your 6th House of Health and Habits, you may also
have some nagging health concern on your mind.

Don’t ignore your skepticism today; you just may be
on to something. It seems there’s something a bit
mysterious happening within your circle of friends or a
group you belong to. A deep truth may emerge that
changes these social dynamics. Perhaps you’ll learn
that two of your close friends have forged an intimate
relationship or that another friend is keeping an import-
ant secret from you. Everything isn’t what it seems.

You’re a person who stands strongly by your values
and today you have a chance to express them in a new
way. You may find that some of these values are chal-
lenged now, inspiring you to convey your feelings with
even more gusto. This isn’t about being stubborn and
holding on tightly to old ways, though, it’s about find-
ing fresh ways to express what’s always been import-
ant to you. Invite your beginner’s mind out to play.

The things you think a relationship should be and what
your relationships really look like right now may not be
lining up. Or, you may be experiencing tension be-
tween your work life and your love life, with each de-
manding your undivided attention. Sure, you could try
to make room for it all, but if you take a moment to
consider what’s most important to you, you’ll know
where to feed your energy.

The image you show to the world may be a bit at odds
with how you feel inside right now. The Moon in your
4th House of Roots is square the Sun in your 1st
House of Self, reminding you that who you are today is
a result of everything you’ve experienced in the past.
Take comfort in the happy memories of days gone by
and let them inspire good feelings in the present, but
don’t get stuck in the nostalgia -- the future is forward.

ARIES
March 21 - April 20

LIBRA
September 24 - October 23

TAURUS
April 21 - May 21

SCORPIO
October 24 - November 22

GEMINI
May 22 - June 21

SAGITTARIUS
November 23 - December 21

CANCER
June 22 - July 23

CAPRICORN
December 22 - January 20

LEO
July 24 - August 23

AQUARIUS
January 21 - February 19

VIRGO
August 24 - September 23

PISCES
February 20 - March 20

TIME
WARP

John Altman,
actor, 68

Feast day of St Chad and
St Joavan.
1717: The first ballet, The
Loves of Mars and Venus
was performed at the The-
atre Royal, Drury Lane,
London, England.
1791: The optical tele-
graph (semaphore ma-
chine) was unveiled in
Paris.
1836: Texas was pro-
claimed a republic, inde-
pendent of Mexico.
1882: Robert MacLean
tried unsuccessfully to as-
sassinate Queen Victoria
at Windsor.
1930: Novelist DH Law-
rence died in France of tu-
berculosis.
1955:Severe flooding inN
and W Australia killed 200
people.
1958: A British team led
by Vivian Fuchs com-
pleted the first crossing of
the Antarctic, covering
2,158 miles from the Wed-
dell Sea to the Ross Sea in
99 days.
1969: The French-built
supersonic airliner Con-
corde made its maiden
flight from Toulouse.
1970: Southern Rhodesia
broke away from Britain
and became a republic
under Ian Smith.
1986: The Queen signed
the Australia Bill in Can-
berra, formally severing
any Australian constitu-
tional ties with Britain.
1988: A new political party
was born when Liberals
merged with the Social
Democrats to form Social
and Liberal Democrats.
1995: Financial dealer
Nick Leeson, whose multi-
million-pound dealings on
high-risk derivatives mar-
ket in Singapore bankrupt-
ed Barings Bank, was ar-
rested at Frankfurt airport
after week-long manhunt.
2004: Al-Qaeda carried
out the Ashoura Massacre
in Iraq, killing 170 and
wounding over 500.
2012: A tornado outbreak
occurred over a large sec-
tion of the southern United
States and into the Ohio
Valley region, resulting in
40 tornado-related deaths.
On This Day Last Year
Through a royal decree,
King Salman of Saudi Ara-
bia revoked the citizen-
ship of Hamza bin Laden,
Osama bin Laden’s son,
who worked in the Al-
Qaeda terrorist organi-
sation. The announce-
ment came after the
United States government
offered a reward of up to
$1 million for information
leading to the identifica-
tion or location of him.
Birthdays
Mikhail Gorbachev, former
Soviet Union president,
89; John Irving, novelist,
78; JPR Williams, former
rugby player, 71; John Alt-
man, actor, 68; Ian Woos-
nam, golfer, 62; Jon Bon
Jovi, actor/rock singer, 58.

Bridge Notes

Starting from 1, fill in the grid in
a clockwise direction with four-
letter words. The last letter of
each word becomes the first
letter of the next word. If you
have correctly filled in the grid
there should be a seven-letter
key word reading across from
8.

CLUES: 1. Slay 2. Noisy 3.
Slightly wet 4. Couple 5. Status
6. Highland dress item 7. Melt
8. Hospital room 9. Give out
cards 10. Board game 11. Fin-
ished 12. Bring up 13. House-
top 14. Married German
woman 15. Second-hand 16.
Gloomy, dismal.

Key word clue: English town

Friday’s Solutions:
1. Snow 2. Weep 3. Punt 4.
Then 5. Nose 6. Eros 7. Sail 8.
Lisp 9. Pate 10. Edge 11. Exit
12. Tuba 13. Ayes 14. Snub 15.
Bran 16. Nave

Key word solution: LEVERET

CRYPTIC CLUES

QUICK CLUES
DownAcross

Solutions to
previous puzzle: Quick Crossword answers

also fit the large grid

Double Crossword No.17,749

Across Down

CRYPTIC
Across: 1 State papers; 9
Hit; 10 Directive; 11 Anvil; 13
Student; 14 Incite; 16 Remain;
18 Turbine; 19 Tonic; 20 Short-
wave; 21 Pit; 22 Essentially
Down: 2 Tot; 3 Tidal; 4 Perish;
5 Picture; 6 Raise Cain; 7 The
acid test; 8 Pertinacity; 12 Vi-
carious; 15 Thistle; 17 Repast;
19 Theta; 21 Pal.
QUICK
Across: 1 Proletariat; 9 Nip;
10 Manifesto; 11 Event; 13
Errands; 14 Torpid; 16 Defend;
18 Implore; 19 Visor; 20 Edu-
cation; 21 Pet; 22 Meteorology
Down: 2 Rip; 3 Limit; 4 Tender;
5 Referee; 6 Absentees; 7
Entertained; 8 Considerate;
12 Enrapture; 15 Isolate; 17
Senior; 19 Venal; 21 Pig.

4 At the
midpoint (7)

8 Inhuman (6)
9 Insult (7)
10 Material thing (6)
11 Riot (6)
12 Rectory (8)
18 Gap (8)
20 Lower (6)
21 Scribble (6)
22 Sundry (7)
23 Handgun (6)
24 Quill (7)

1 Pardon (7)
2 Prone (7)
3 Shallow dish (6)
5 Wealthy (8)
6 Uproar (6)
7 Yearly (6)
13 Estrange (8)
14 Greed (7)
15 Somewhat

old (7)
16 Unsparing (6)
17 Obvious (6)
19 Alien (6)

4 A serious state - because
of force which must be
obeyed? (7)

8 Reflections considered
important by public
men (6)

9 Caresses produced by
the one with the whip
hand? (7)

10 What is taken from
the barrel is hardly an
appetiser (6)

11 Depressingly dull field
study (6)

12 Contest between two
groups using blades (4,4)

18 He grants somebody a
hearing (8)

20 Put in a state of
undesirable stillness -
don't panic (6)

21 Weak, but apparently one
of a company (6)

22 Not reluctant to be
disposing of property (7)

23 Dislike having been
dispatched again? (6)

24 A big blow for a famous
play (7)

1 Slip out of gear (7)
2 & 14 DnTheir progress

on the track is closely
followed by their
coaches (7,7)

3 It's a puzzle how he
irritates people (6)

5 As unsympathetic as an
incomplete version of the
Old Testament! (8)

6 Bigger fiddles will
produce bloomers! (6)

7 Almost the most splendid
classical city (6)

13 They cause ill-feelings (8)
14 See 2 Down
15 Put more to the top,

maybe! (7)
16 About an evil

arrangement to attack
abusively (6)

17 From tomorrow all
operators strike (6)

19 Offer to be
compassionate (6)

WIZARD OF ID

March 2

Both vulnerable, East deals

NORTH
♠Q 9 8 2
♥Q 4 3
✦10 8
♣K 10 8 3

WEST EAST
♠A 10 ♠K
♥J 10 6 ♥9 8 5
✦J 6 5 3 ✦K Q 9 7 4 2
♣Q J 7 5 ♣A 9 2

SOUTH
♠J 7 6 5 4 3
♥A K 7 2
✦A
♣6 4

The bidding:

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH
1D 1S 1NT 2S
3D 3H Pass 4S
All pass

Opening lead: Three of D

A typically aggressive modern auction.
Bidding a close game, however, doesn’t
earn you the game bonus -- you still
have to make it!
It looks like declarer will need West to
hold the ace of clubs, but that is not
likely.
West needs at least one high spade for
his one no trump bid. Should he also
hold the ace of clubs, that would leave
East with very little to justify his bidding.
Looking for an extra chance, South re-
membered the auction.
West might have made a negative
double rather than bidding one no trump
if he had four hearts.
There was a good chance that hearts
were splitting 3-3. Even if West could ruff
the third heart, it would probably be with

a doubleton spade and that wouldn’t
mean an extra loser for South.
Hoping for the best, South cashed the
ace and king of hearts and crossed to
dummy with the queen of hearts, pleas-
ed that hearts split evenly.
He now ruffed a diamond before finally
leading a low spade to dummy’s queen.
It worked like a charm.
East won with his singleton king, but he
had to either give dummy the king of
clubs or yield a ruff-sluff.
10 tricks for South either way after a very
well-played hand.
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Satellite and Cable Extra
Sky One Sky Cinema Drama Sky Cinema Family Sky Cinema Action
6.00Monkey Life (S)
6.30Monkey Life (S)
7.00 RSPCA Animal Rescue (S)
7.30 RSPCA Animal Rescue (S)
8.00 The DogWhisperer
9.00 Stop, Search, Seize (S)
10.00 Brit Cops: Law & Disorder

(S)
11.00 NCIS: Los Angeles (S)
12.00 NCIS: Los Angeles A DEA

agent is seconded to the
team. (S)

1.00 Hawaii Five-0 Danny is
exposed to a lethal
neurological agent. (S)

2.00 Hawaii Five-0 Criminal
mastermind Wo Fat tries to
put an end to the team. (S)

3.00MacGyver (S)
4.00Modern Family (S)
4.30Modern Family (S)
5.00 The Simpsons (S)
5.30 Futurama (S)
6.00 Futurama Fry unearths the

remains of his beloved dog.
(S)

6.30 The Simpsons Sideshow
Bob hypnotises Bart. (S)

7.00 The Simpsons With the
voices of ’N Sync. (S)

7.30 The Simpsons Homer
uncovers a plan to move the
Springfield Isotopes baseball
team to New Mexico and
goes on hunger strike in
protest. (S)

8.00Men in Black II (2002) Sci-fi
comedy sequel, starring Will
Smith andTommy Lee Jones.

10.00 A League of Their Own
With Ashley Cole, Noel
Fielding and Aisling Bea. (S)

11.00 Avenue 5 Sci-fi comedy,
starring Hugh Laurie.

11.35 Strike Back: Vendetta
Return of the adventure,
starring Warren Brown. (S)

12.35 Flintoff: Lord of the Fries (S)
1.30 RoadWars (S)
2.00 The Real A&E (S)
2.30 The Real A&E (S)
3.00 Jett (S)
4.00 Stop, Search, Seize (S)
5.00 Futurama (S)
5.30 Futurama (S)

6.10 Being Frank (2018) See
12.50am. (S)

8.15Motherhood (2019) See
2.50am. (S)

9.55Where Hands Touch (2018)
The 15-year-old daughter of a
white German mother and a
black African father meets a
compassionate member of
the Hitler Youth in 1944.
Drama, starring Abbie
Cornish. (S)

12.10 Galveston (2018) With Ben
Foster. (S)

2.00 Step Up (2006) With
Channing Tatum. (S)

3.55 Eternal Love (2018) With
Jeremy Allen White. (S)

5.45 Berlin, I LoveYou (2019) Ten
dramatic stories of love,
compassion, redemption and
acceptance set against the
backdrop of the German
capital, starring Keira
Knightley and Helen Mirren.
(S)

8.00Mary Queen of Scots
(2018) Mary Stuart’s attempt
to overthrow her cousin
Elizabeth I finds her
condemned to years of
imprisonment. Drama,
starring Saoirse Ronan and
Margot Robbie. (S)

10.10 Zero Dark Thirty (2012)
Kathryn Bigelow’s fact-based
drama about intelligence and
military operatives trying to
track down Osama bin Laden
over 10 years. With Jessica
Chastain and Mark Strong.

12.50 Being Frank (2018) A
17-year-old boy discovers a
shocking secret about his
dad while celebrating spring
break. Comedy, starring
Anna Gunn. (S)

2.50Motherhood (2019) Two
couples and a surrogate face
the complications of bringing
new life into the world.
Comedy, starring Christina
Hendricks. (S)

4.20 Step Up (2006) See 2.00pm.
(S)

6.00 Cloudy with a Chance of
Meatballs (2009) See
6.25pm. (S)

7.35Matilda (1996) See 4.40pm.
(S)

9.15 Goosebumps 2 (2018) See
10.40pm. (S)

10.50 Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone (2001)
See 8.00pm. (S)

1.25 The Little Vampire (2017)
See 12.20am. (S)

3.05 Sinbad: Legend of the
Seven Seas (2003)
Animated adventure, with
the voice of Brad Pitt.

4.40Matilda (1996) Children’s
fantasy comedy, starring
Mara Wilson. (S)

6.25 Cloudy with a Chance of
Meatballs (2009) An
inventor’s machine for
turning water into food has a
strange side-effect, causing
giant meals to fall from the
sky. Animated comedy, with
the voices of Bill Hader and
Anna Faris. (S)

8.00 Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone (2001)
An orphaned boy with
magical powers enrols at a
special school for young
wizards. First in the fantasy
adventure series, starring
Daniel Radcliffe and Alan
Rickman. (S)

10.40 Goosebumps 2 (2018) A
group of youngsters
unwittingly unleash all
manner of monsters from an
unpublished book. Comedy
sequel, starring Madison
Iseman. (S)

12.20 The Little Vampire (2017)
Animated adventure, with
the voice of Rasmus
Hardiker. (S)

2.05 Sinbad: Legend of the
Seven Seas (2003) See
3.05pm.

3.50 Percy Jackson & the
Lightning Thief (2010)
Fantasy adventure, starring
Logan Lerman. (S)

6.00 Ghost Rider (2007) See
4.15pm. (S)

8.00 Gunfight at the OK Corral
(1957) See 3.50am. (S)

10.15 The 2020TopTen Show The
biggest box office hits in the
UK and US.

10.30 Hotel Artemis (2018) See
6.15pm. (S)

12.15Mortal Engines (2018) See
8.00pm. (S)

2.30 Escape Plan 3 (2019) See
10.15pm. (S)

4.15 Ghost Rider (2007) With
Nicolas Cage. (S)

6.15 Hotel Artemis (2018) A
criminal, his brother and their
accomplice seek refuge at a
hospital run by an
agoraphobic nurse. Futuristic
drama, starring Jodie Foster
and Sterling K Brown. (S)

8.00Mortal Engines (2018) In a
post-apocalyptic world
where cities consume each
other to survive, two people
meet in London and try to
stop a conspiracy. Fantasy
adventure, starring Hera
Hilmar. (S)

10.15 Escape Plan 3 (2019)
Security expert Ray Breslin is
hired to rescue the kidnapped
daughter of a Hong Kong
tech mogul. Action thriller
sequel, starring Sylvester
Stallone. (S)

12.00 Red Heat (1988) A Russian
detective and a Chicago cop
put aside their mutual
mistrust to catch an escaped
Soviet drug baron. Action
thriller, starring Arnold
Schwarzenegger and James
Belushi.

2.00 The Last Warrior (2018)
With Aleksey Faddeev.

3.50 Gunfight at the OK Corral
(1957) US Marshal Wyatt
Earp and gambler Doc
Holliday are drawn into a
historic showdown with the
Clanton gang in the town of
Tombstone. Western,
starring Burt Lancaster. (S)

GOLD
6.00 Teleshopping. 7.25 You Rang,
M’Lord? 8.20 The Good Life. (S)
9.00 Porridge. (S) 9.40 Hi-de-Hi! (S)
10.20 Last of the Summer Wine
(S) 12.20 Keeping UpAppearances.
Hyacinth tries to buy a country
retreat. 1.00 Porridge. Fletcher
yearns for peace and quiet. (S)
1.40 Hi-de-Hi! The mystery of the
body in the swimming pool
continues. (S) 2.20 The Good Life.
Tom gains two disciples. (S) 3.00
Keeping Up Appearances.
Hyacinth tries to buy a country
retreat. 3.35 Dad’s Army. American
troops arrive in Walmington-on-
Sea. (S) 4.20 Last of the Summer
Wine (S) 6.20 The Good Life. Tom
gains two disciples. (S) 7.00
Porridge. Fletcher yearns for peace
and quiet. (S) 7.40 Dad’s Army (S)
9.40 Live at the Apollo. Comedy
sets by Nina Conti, Rob Beckett
and Jimeoin. (S) 10.40 Peep Show
(S) 11.40 Upstart Crow. Will finally
manages to finish Romeo and
Juliet. (S) 12.20 Black Books (S)
2.00 Peep Show. (S) 2.25 Live at
the Apollo. (S) 3.15 Harry Hill’s TV
Burp. 4.00 Teleshopping.

SkyWitness
6.00 Nothing to Declare. (S) 6.30
Nothing to Declare. (S) 7.00
Nothing to Declare. (S) 7.30
Nothing to Declare. (S) 8.00
Paramedics. (S) 9.00 Blue Bloods.
(S) 10.00 Criminal Minds. (S) 11.00
CSI: Crime Scene Investigation. (S)
12.00 Elementary. Holmes
becomes obsessed with catching
a serial killer. (S) 1.00 Blue Bloods.
Frank contends with a
whistleblower within the NYPD.
(S) 2.00 Law & Order. Van Buren
doubts her judgment. 3.00 The
Real A&E. (S) 3.30 The Real A&E.
(S) 4.00 Stop, Search, Seize.
Documentary following the work
of Ireland’s border force. (S) 5.00
Nothing to Declare. (S) 5.30
Nothing to Declare. (S) 6.00
Nothing to Declare. A patrol boat is
deployed to rescue a sinking
vessel crammed with people. (S)
6.30 Nothing to Declare. A French

backpacker attracts the attention of
sniffer dogs. (S) 7.00 Nothing to
Declare. Two lovers are separated
by immigration officers. (S) 7.30
Nothing to Declare. An aggressive
passenger forces officers to take
dramatic action. (S) 8.00 Ghost
Whisperer. A spirit seeks help in
finding her daughter. (S) 9.00
Criminal Minds. Garcia leads a
hacking competition. 10.00 Blue
Bloods. New series. Danny and
Baez grapple with a year-old
homicide investigation. 11.00 Law
& Order: Special Victims Unit. A
single mother faces up to her past.
12.00 CSI: Crime Scene
Investigation. (S) 1.00 The Good
Doctor. 2.00 Law & Order: Special
Victims Unit. (S) 3.00 Shades of
Blue. (S) 4.00 GhostWhisperer. (S)
5.00 Brit Cops: Frontline Crime
UK. (S)

Discovery
6.00 Combat Dealers. (S) 7.00
Robson Green: Extreme
Fisherman. (S) 8.00 Bitchin’ Rides.
(S) 9.00 Code of theWild. (S) 10.00
UFOs: The Lost Evidence. (S)
11.00 Fast N’ Loud. (S) 12.00 Gold
Rush: White Water. Dustin and his
crew take a gamble on a spot
above the raging McKinley falls.
1.00 Alaska: The Last Frontier. Eve
and Eivin find a boat that has
capsized during a storm. (S) 2.00
Combat Dealers. Bruce hears
about some Second World War
equipment for sale. (S) 3.00 World
War Two: The Complete History.
Neville Chamberlain’s 1938
meeting with Adolf Hitler. (S) 4.00
Building Off the Grid. Summer and
Jack moved from their hometown
in New Jersey to build their dream
mud home in a remote, woody
area in Washington, in the Pacific
Northwest. (S) 5.00 Wheeler
Dealers. A 1965 Austin-Healey
3000 MKIII is brought to auction.
(S) 6.00 Fast N’ Loud. Actor Barry
Williams hires Richard and the
team to build a specially-themed
station wagon. (S) 7.00 Outback
Truckers. Jonny Rayner faces a
difficult choice, as he decides

whether to cross a crocodile-
infested river or delay his journey.
(S) 8.00 Texas Metal. Bill Carlton
and the team take on a radical
redesign of a 1950 Ford F5 COE.
9.00 Wheeler Dealers. Mike finds
a BMW six-cylinder modern
classic. (S) 10.00 Twin Turbos. The
DeBertis turn a mid-size truck into
a street racing machine. (S) 11.00
Dirty Mudder Truckers. The Dirty 7
are desperate to beat their local
rivals. 12.00 Wheeler Dealers. (S)
1.00 Twin Turbos. (S) 2.00
Deadliest Catch. (S) 3.00 Wheeler
Dealers. (S) 3.50 Kindig Customs.
(S) 4.40 Kindig Customs. (S) 5.30
How It’s Made. (S)

MTV
6.00 Daria. 6.20 The Real
Housewives of Atlanta 10.00
Catfish: Hooked On Season 8
1.00 Catfish: The TV Show 4.00
Catfish: Filtered Faces. An
anonymous tip-off alerts one
online Romeo to a web of deceit.
5.00 Catfish:TheTV Show. Robin is
desperate to meet her hunky,
long-distance love in person. 6.00
Catfish: Boxset. CJ and Shana
have had an eight-year relationship,
but never met. 7.00 Teen Mom:
Young & Pregnant. Kayla and Luke
have a gender reveal while
Stephan takes his girlfriend to
Florida. 8.00 Catfish: The TV Show.
Nev and Kamie receive an
anonymous email from a
whistleblower reporting a
catfishing. 9.00 Geordie OGs.
Marnie could give birth at any
moment. 10.00 Ex on the Beach
USA: Peak of Love. Callum and
Nicole’s exes cause major trouble
in the chalet. 11.00 Celebrity Ex on
the Beach. There’s a special
celebrity arrival at the boat party.
12.00 Ridiculousness 1.00
RuPaul’s Drag Race 3.40
Ridiculousness.4.00Teleshopping.

History
6.00 American Pickers: Best Of.
7.00 American Pickers. 8.00 Pawn
Stars. 8.30 Pawn Stars. 9.00 Lost
Worlds. 10.00 StorageWars. 10.30

StorageWars. 11.00 Forged in Fire
Tournament of Champions. 12.00
The Strongest Man in History.
Super-heavyweights Robert and
Brian aim for a Highland Games
record. 1.00 Forged in Fire. The
German Sawback Hunting Sword.
2.00 American Pickers: Best Of.
Some of Mike and Frank’s finest
finds and most premium picks.
3.00 Storage Wars. 3.30 Storage
Wars. 4.00 Storage Wars. 4.30
Storage Wars. 5.00 Pawn Stars.
5.30 Pawn Stars. 6.00 Forged in
Fire. A bid to recreate an ancient
iron weapon – the Celtic
Anthropomorphic Sword. 7.00
American Pickers. Mike Wolfe
meets a retired auctioneer training
his daughter to enter the trade.
8.00 Britain’s Greatest Bridges.
The story behind the construction
of the Forth Rail Bridge. 9.00
Uncharted Mysteries. Cliff Simon
investigates the “Brown Mountain
Lights” of California. 10.00 True
Monsters. Evidence of legendary
creatures, such as the cyclops or
minotaur. 11.00 Storage Wars.
Dave counts on his competition
being unwilling to buy a big locker
they need to move. 11.30 Storage
Wars.The buyers head toTorrance.
12.00 The UnXplained withWilliam
Shatner. 1.00 Britain’s Greatest
Bridges. 2.00 Forged in Fire. 3.00
The Strongest Man in History. 4.00
Storage Wars. 4.30 Storage Wars.
5.00 Storage Wars. 5.30 Storage
Wars.

Syfy
6.00 Warehouse 13. 7.00 Merlin.
8.00 Teleshopping. 11.00 Stargate
Atlantis 1.00 Star Trek: Voyager
3.00 StarTrek:The Next Generation
5.00 Star Trek: Deep Space Nine
7.00 Warehouse 13. Pete and
Myka become trapped in the
warehouse. 8.00 Merlin. A curse
descends on Camelot after Arthur
kills a unicorn. 9.00 Westworld
11.20 FILM: Black Dog. (1998)
Action thriller, starring Patrick
Swayze. 1.10 Star Trek: Deep
Space Nine 3.00 TheTwilight Zone.
4.00 Star Trek: Voyager
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eir Sport 1

6.00 CLASSIC GAA Down v
Meath from 1991. 7.30
Formula E: Street Racers
8.30 Welsh Triathlon Super
Series. Action from the
Llanelli Triathlon. 9.00
Atlantic’s Edge – Year in
Lahinch. A year in the life
of an Irish surf town at the
mercy of the Atlantic
Ocean. 10.00 Kerr’s Kids:
Golden Generation. A look
back at a golden age of
football for the Irish youth
teams. 11.00 The Allianz
Leagues Football

2.00 PRO14 RUGBY UNION
Leinster v Glasgow
Warriors.

4.00 SAM BARRY: BEYOND
THE BASELINE
Documentary following
the professional tennis
player from Limerick.

5.00 PRO14 RUGBY UNION
Munster v Scarlets.

7.00 THE ALLIANZ LEAGUES
FOOTBALL

10.00 PRO14 RUGBY UNION
Leinster v Glasgow
Warriors.

12.00 THE ALLIANZ LEAGUES
FOOTBALL

3.00 CLASSIC GAA

eir Sport 2
6.00 CYCLING The 2019 Santos

Tour Down Under. 7.00

Outdoor Sports Show 8.00
On the Limit Sports 9.00
Formula E: Street Racers
10.00 DreamTeam: 2019
Newport Marathon. 10.30
Ibiza Marathon. 11.00
Athletics. The IAAF
Northern Ireland
International Cross
Country.

12.00 SAILING Action from the
Tour Voile.

1.00 CLASSIC GAA
4.00 2019TITAN DESERT BY

GARMIN Action from the
long-distance motorcycle
race in Morocco.

4.30 MOUNTAIN BIKING
Action from the Roc
d’Azur.

5.00 DREAMTEAM PORTTO
PORT AUSTRALIA 2019
Action from the mountain
bike stage race.

6.00 PRO14 RUGBY UNION
10.00 CYCLING
11.00 CLASSIC GAA
2.00 PRO14 RUGBY UNION

Sky Main Event
6.00 LIVE WOMEN’S ICC

WORLDT20 CRICKET
Australia v New Zealand.
Coverage of the Group A
match from Junction Oval
in Melbourne. 7.30 Good
Morning Sports Fans 10.00
Football Centre 11.30 Ref
Watch.

12.00 SKY SPORTS NEWS
5.00 SKY SPORTS NEWS AT 5

Sports news and updates.
6.00 CARABAO CUP FINAL

HIGHLIGHTS Aston Villa v
Manchester City.

7.00 BEST GOALS: CARABAO
CUP 2019/20 Highlights
from the League Cup.

7.30 LIVE EFL Middlesbrough v
Nottingham Forest (Kick-
off 7.45pm). Coverage of
the Championship clash
from Riverside Stadium.

10.00 THE DEBATE Discussion
on the latest football
news.

11.00 LIVETEST CRICKET New
Zealand v India. Coverage
of the fourth day of the
second and Final Test in
the two-match series from
Hagley Oval in
Christchurch.

Sky Cricket
6.00 LIVE WOMEN’S ICC

WORLDT20 CRICKET
Australia v New Zealand.
Coverage of the Group A
match from Junction Oval
in Melbourne. 7.30
Women’s World T20
Classics 8.00 Test Cricket.
New Zealand v India. 9.00
Women’s World T20
Classics 10.00 Test
Cricket. New Zealand v
India. 11.00 Women’s
World T20 Classics

12.30 TEST CRICKET New
Zealand v India.

1.30 WOMEN’S ICC WORLD
T20 CRICKET

9.30 TEST CRICKET New
Zealand v India. Action
from the third day of the
Second and Final Test in
the series from Hagley
Oval in Christchurch.

10.25 LIVETEST CRICKET New
Zealand v India. Coverage
of the fourth day of the
second and Final Test in
the two-match series from
Hagley Oval in
Christchurch.

Sky Action
6.00 BOXING GOLD Wladimir

Klitschko v David Haye. (S)
7.00 Sporting Records (S)
8.00 NFL: A Football Life.
A profile of coach Jimmy
Johnson. (S) 9.00 NFL:
America’s Game. The
history of American
football in the USA. (S)
10.00 Sporting Records (S)
11.00 NFL: America’s
Game. The history of
American football in the
USA. (S)

12.00 NFL: A FOOTBALL LIFE A
profile of coach Jimmy
Johnson. (S)

1.00 SPORTING RECORDS (S)
2.00 DARTS GOLD (S)
2.30 BOXING GOLD Tony

Bellew v Valery Brudov. (S)

3.30 DARTS GOLD (S)
4.30 BETFRED SUPER

LEAGUE HIGHLIGHTS
5.00 SPORTING RECORDS An

in-depth look at some of
the greatest milestones
ever recorded in sport. (S)

5.30 DARTS GOLD Highlights
of the PDCWorld Darts
Championship final of
2005. (S)

6.00 NBC’S PRO-FOOTBALL
TALK American football
discussion.

8.00 FIGHT NIGHT Mikey
Garcia v Jesse Vargas.

12.30 BOXING GOLD
1.30 SUPER LEAGUE GOLD

(S)
2.00 NFL – GREATEST

GAMES (S)

3.30 DARTS GOLD (S)
4.00 SPORTING RECORDS (S)
5.00 SPORTING GREATS (S)

Eurosport 1
6.00 CYCLING: HET

NIEUWSBLAD Action
from the 200km one-day
race in Belgium. 7.30
Cycling: Kuurne-Brussels-
Kuurne. Action from this
year’s Spring Classic race
in Belgium. 9.00 Cycling:
Track World
Championships. Highlights
of day five from Berlin.
10.30 Luge. 11.00 Alpine
Skiing

1.00 SKI JUMPING TheWorld
Cup meeting from Lahti,
Finland.

2.00 BIATHLON

3.00 ALPINE SKIING
5.00 SNOWBOARDING Action

from theWorld Cup event
in Blue Mountain, Canada.

6.00 SNOOKER:WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP
Highlights of the 2019 final
between Judd Trump and
John Higgins.

8.00 CYCLING:TOUR OF
TAIWAN Stage two from
Taoyuan City to
Jiaobanshan Park.

9.00 CYCLING: HET
NIEUWSBLAD Action
from the 200km one-day
race in Belgium.

10.00 CYCLING: KUURNE-
BRUSSELS-KUURNE
Action from this year’s
Spring Classic race in
Belgium.

11.30 CYCLING:TOUR OF
TAIWAN Coverage
of stage two from
Taoyuan City to
Jiaobanshan Park.

12.30 CYCLING:TRACK
WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIPS

2.00 CYCLING: KUURNE-
BRUSSELS-KUURNE

3.10 CYCLING:TOUR OF
TAIWAN

4.10 LIVE CYCLING:TOUR OF
TAIWAN Coverage of
stage three, featuring a
156.5km route from HSR
Hsinchu Station to
Taichung City Shigang
Visitor Information
Centre.

5.30 CYCLING:TRACK WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIPS
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Don’t just sit there, have your say – write a letter to Sports Editor, Irish Examiner, Linn Dubh, Assumption Road, Blackpool, Cork. Fax: 021-4275112 or email: sport@examiner.ie

• Ashley Fletcher, Live EFL,
Sky Main Event, 7.30pm

5.30 FRANCE 24 7.00 Cúla
4 na nÓg: Cúla 4 na
nÓg 7.02 Cúla 4 na
nÓg: Olivia (S) 7.15
Cúla 4 na nÓg:
Wissper 7.22 Cúla 4 na
nÓg: The Furchester
Hotel 7.33 Cúla 4 na
nÓg: Woozle & Pip 7.38
Cúla 4 na nÓg: Bubu &
na hUlchabháin Bheaga
7.49 Cúla 4 na nÓg:
Dinosaur Train 8.01
Cúla 4 na nÓg: Dot
8.13 Cúla 4 na nÓg:
Kid-E-Cats 8.20 Cúla 4
na nÓg: Seó Luna 8.32
Cúla 4 na nÓg: PJ
Masks 8.45 Cúla 4 na
nÓg: Dragain Florrie
8.55 Cúla 4 na nÓg:
Kazoops 9.02 Cúla 4 na
nÓg: Curious George
9.30 Cúla 4 na nÓg:
Ainmhí 999 (S) 10.00
Weakest Link (S) 10.55
Little House on the
Prairie (S) 11.50 Abair
Amhrán (S) 12.05 River
Cottage Australia 12.35
Garraí Glas (S) 1.05
Murder, SheWrote (S)
2.00 Weakest Link (S)
3.00 Cúla 4 na nÓg:
Cúla 4 na nÓg 3.02
Cúla 4 na nÓg: Masha
agus an Béar 3.09 Cúla
4 na nÓg: PJ Masks
3.21 Cúla 4 na nÓg:
Cat Cliste 3.33 Cúla 4
na nÓg: Ár Scéal 3.44
Cúla 4 na nÓg: Is Mise
4.00 Cúla 4 5.32 An
Aimsir Láithreach 5.35
Irish Paint Magic

6.05 GILMORE GIRLS
Emily offers Lorelai a
loan to help repair the
termite damage to her
house, while Lane
joins the cheerleading
squad – even though
she has always been
scornful of it. (S)

6.57 AN AIMSIR
LÁITHREACH

7.00 NUACHTTG4
7.30 CRAINN NA

HÉIREANN The history
of Ireland’s forests,
examining how
methods of tree-felling
have developed and a
scheme that was
introduced to import
foreign trees suited to
the climate.

8.00 GAA 2020 Highlights
of the week’s best
games.

9.00 SCOTHFHOIRNE
Legends of of the field
come together as the
greatest ever track and
field athletics squad is
considered, with
names such as Usain
Bolt and Michael
Johnson likely to
feature. (S)

9.30 FILM MAUDIE (2016)
An artistic Nova Scotia
housekeeper becomes
a beloved figure in the
local community.
Romantic drama,
starring Sally Hawkins
and Ethan Hawke. (S)

11.40 FLOSC Music series.
12.10 AN AIMSIR

LÁITHREACH
12.12 THE WEST WING (S)
1.05 SCOTHFHOIRNE
1.40 FRANCE 24

6.00 EURONEWS 7.00
TRTÉ 4.30 The
Simpsons (S) 5.00 The
Simpsons (S) 5.30
Shortland Street (S)

6.00 NEIGHBOURS As
Erinsborough prepares
for the Mardi Gras
parade, David and
Aaron are living it up in
Sydney, and Paul helps
Lucy and Mark Gottlieb
to reconnect.

6.30 HOME AND AWAY
Robbo realises what
Bella is up to but
worries about
convincing Colby, Jade
is arrested after Ryder
reports the theft, and
Robbo gets a grim
reminder that his
troubles are not over.
(S)

7.00 THE KIDS ARE
ALRIGHT Comedy, set
in the 1970s, following
a pair of working class
parents as they try to
raise their eight sons.
Mary McCormack and
Michael Cudlitz star. (S)

7.30 SOCCER REPUBLIC
Magazine series
presented by Peter
Collins, focusing on
Ireland’s SSE Airtricity
League and the
fortunes of the
international team.

8.00 AGAINSTTHE HEAD
Daire O’Brien and
guests Bernard
Jackman, Fiona
Coghlan and Mike
Prendergast take a look
ahead to the weekends
Six Nations fixtures –
Ireland v Italy, England
v Wales and Scotland v
France. (S)

9.00 THISTIME WITH
ALAN PARTRIDGE
Now more established
as the show’s co-host,
Alan is able to produce
the kind of brave,
no-nonsense TV other
broadcasters can only
dream of. In this
edition, he talks police
dog bravery and
product placement,
before meeting his
own celebrity lookalike.
Steve Coogan stars. (S)

9.35 SPECIAL FORCES –
ULTIMATE HELL
WEEK Army training
challenge in which
civilian recruits are put
through a gruelling
special forces selection
course. (S)

10.40 MY BIG DAY: HOME
OR AWAY School
sweethearts Chris and
Alice from just outside
Cahir, Co Tipperary, are
set to get married after
13 years together. (S)

11.40 NO ACTIVITY Neddy
tries to explain rugby to
Steve after a scandalous
video of a player at a
post-match party goes
viral. Outside in the car,
Stokes celebrates his
birthday.

12.10 SHORTSCREEN (S)
European Weather

12.25 SUITS
1.20 HAWAII FIVE-0 (S)
2.10 EURONEWS

6.25 UEFA CHAMPIONS
LEAGUE WEEKLY
7.00 Ireland AM (S)
11.00 Elaine 12.00
News: Live at 12 (S)
1.00 The Chase (S)
2.00 The Chase (S)
3.00 Star Treatment
4.00 Back to Mine 4.30
Judge Judy 5.00 Judge
Judy 5.30 News at
5.30 (S)

6.00 THE SIX O’CLOCK
SHOW Chat show,
featuring celebrity
interviews, food from
leading chefs and
guidance on a wide
range of topics. (S)

7.00 EMMERDALE April
receives an
unwelcome message
regarding her dad.
Tracy finds herself
clashing with Cara. (S)

7.30 CORONATION
STREET Alya confronts
Geoff, demanding to
know why Yasmeen
was crying in the
garden. (S)

8.00 NEWS AT 8 (S)
8.30 CORONATION

STREET Adam and
Sarah prepare to tie
the knot. (S)

9.00 BLOOD Fiona is
questioned over the
discovery of her
husband’s body,
sparking memories of
Paul and Jim
witnessing a possible
murder by a gang
leader operating out of
the farm.

10.00 THE MR MOONLIGHT
MURDER Examining
the gruesome murder
of DJ Bobby ‘Mr
Moonlight’ Ryan and
the subsequent trial
and conviction of
Patrick Quirke.

11.00 VIRGIN MEDIA
SPORTTONIGHT
Sports news, featuring
opinions from a panel
of guests and a look
ahead to forthcoming
fixtures.

12.00 KILLER INTHE
FAMILY:TRUE LIVES

1.00 THE ROYAL (S) 2.00
Close

5.20 THE SIX O’CLOCK
SHOW

Virgin Media Two
7.30 Judge Rinder 8.30 Tipping Point (S)
9.30 Nanny 911 10.30 Peter Andre’s 60
Minute Makeover (S) 11.30 Who’s Doing
the Dishes? 12.30 WhoWants to Be a
Millionaire? 1.30 Ireland AM (S) 2.30
Emmerdale (S) 3.00 Coronation Street
(S) 4.00 Tipping Point (S) 5.00 Tipping
Point (S) 6.00 The Chase (S) 7.00 The
Chase (S) 8.00 The Restaurant 9.00 The
Baby Makers 10.00 Schitt’s Creek 10.30
Coronation Street (S) 11.00 Coronation
Street (S) 11.30 Emmerdale (S) 12.00
The Graham Norton Show 1.00 Close

Virgin Media Three
7.00 The Adventures of Paddington Bear
7.30 Yo Gabba Gabba! 8.00 Teletubbies
8.30 Teletubbies 9.00 Judge Rinder
10.00 Cash Trapped 11.00 Guess This
House 12.00 Nanny 911 1.00 Judge
Rinder 2.00 Judge Rinder 3.00 Elaine
(S) 4.00 The Royal (S) 5.00 Heartbeat
6.00 Tales from Northumberland with
Robson Green 6.30 Tales from
Northumberland with Robson Green
7.00 Eamonn & Ruth: How the Other
Half Lives 8.00 The Chase Australia
9.00 Inside Belmarsh Prison with Ross
Kemp 10.00 Wentworth Prison 11.00
DNA 12.30 Elaine (S) 1.30 I’m a
Celebrity Get Me Out of Here! Australia
2.30 Close

6.00 FLOG IT! (S) 6.45
Bargain Hunt (S) 7.30
Sign Zone: Best Home
Cook (S) 8.30 The
Week in Parliament (S)
9.00 BBC News at 9
(S) 10.00 Victoria
Derbyshire (S) 11.00
BBC Newsroom Live
(S) 12.15 Politics Live
(S) 1.00 Hardball (S)
1.45 Best House in
Town (S) 2.30 Terry and
Mason’s Great Food
Trip (S) 3.00 Red Rock
(S) 3.45 The Great
Interior Design
Challenge (S) 4.45
Portillo’s State Secrets
(S)

5.15 FLOG IT! (S)
6.00 RICHARD OSMAN’S

HOUSE OF GAMES
With Chizzy Akudolu,
Miles Jupp, Amol
Rajan and Ellie Taylor.
(S)

6.30 GREAT BRITISH
RAILWAY JOURNEYS
Michael Portillo travels
from Newry to
Portadown. (S)

7.00 COASTAL PATH (S)
7.30 MASTERMIND (S)
8.00 ONLY CONNECT (S)
8.30 UNIVERSITY

CHALLENGE (S)
9.00 MURDER 24/7 Police

investigate a double
stabbing in
Colchester’s homeless
community. (S)

10.00 BEIDH AONACH
AMÁRACH (S)

10.30 NEWSNIGHT
Presented by Emily
Maitlis. (S)

11.10 WEATHER (S) 11.15
Rugby Union PRO14
Highlights (S) 12.15
Sign Zone: The
Farmers’ Country
Showdown (S) 1.00
Sign Zone: Countryfile
(S) 2.00 Sign Zone:
Secrets of the
Museum (S) 3.00 This
Is BBC Two (S)
BBC2 WALES, as

BBC2 except:
10.00 Inside No 9 (S) 11.15
New Voices fromWales (S)
11.25 Rugby Union: PRO14
Highlights (S) 12.25 Mum (S)

BBC 4
7.00 Beyond 100 Days; Weather. (S) 7.30
Francesco’s Mediterranean Voyage. The
ancient Greek theatre at Epidaurus. (S)
8.00 New Zealand: Earth’s Mythical
Islands (S) 9.00 Age of the Image (S)
10.00 The Accused: Damned or
Devoted? – Storyville (S) 11.15 Art of
France (S) 12.15 Leonora Carrington:
The Lost Surrealist (S) 1.15 Rude
Britannia (S) 2.15 New Zealand: Earth’s
Mythical Islands (S) 3.15 Close

6.00 EURONEWS 7.05
Teleshopping 7.35
Teleshopping 8.10
Today with Maura and
Dáithí (S) 10.05 The
Ellen DeGeneres Show
(S) Weather. 11.00 Dr
Phil (S) Weather. 11.55
Shortland Street (S)
12.25 Doctors (S) 1.00
RTÉ News: One
O’Clock and Weather
(S) 1.30 Home and
Away (S) 2.00
Neighbours (S) 2.25
EastEnders (S) 3.00 Fair
City (S) 3.30 Today with
Maura and Dáithí (S)
5.40 Nuacht; RTÉ News
with Signing and
European Weather.

6.00 THE ANGELUS
6.01 RTÉ NEWS: SIX ONE

AND WEATHER (S)
7.00 NATIONWIDE (S)
7.30 THETEST New series.

The highs and lows of
driving test stories,
following first-timers
and long-term learners
as they go through the
often nerve-wrecking
experience of learning
to drive. (S)

8.00 EASTENDERS Keegan
and Tiffany have a run-in
with a burglar. (S)

8.30 HERSTORY:
IRELAND’S EPIC
WOMEN A profile of
successful trader
Oonagh Keogh. (S)

9.00 RTÉ NEWS: NINE
O’CLOCK AND
WEATHER (S)

9.35 REDRESS: BREAKING
THE SILENCE
Documentary
examining abuse in
residential institutions
in Ireland, reexamining
the events brought to
light in 1999 series
States Of Fear. (S)

10.35 CLAIRE BYRNE LIVE
Presenter Claire Byrne
is joined by studio
guests and a live
audience to discuss
and offer analysis of the
day’s main talking
points. (S)

11.35 ECO EYE Reports on
the most pressing
environmental issues of
the day. (S)

12.10 THE LATE LATE
SHOW (S)

2.20 CLAIRE BYRNE LIVE
3.15 NATIONWIDE
3.40 DR PHIL
4.25 DOCTORS (S)

• TheTest
RTÉ One, 7.30pm

6.00 BREAKFAST (S) 9.15
Britain’s Housing
Scandal (S) 10.00
Homes Under the
Hammer (S) 11.00
Wanted Down Under (S)

11.45 SAVED ON CAMERA
(S)

12.15 BARGAIN HUNT (S)
1.00 BBC NEWS AT ONE;

WEATHER (S)
1.30 BBC NEWSLINE;

Weather. (S)
1.45 DOCTORS (S)
2.15 JIMMY MCGOVERN’S

MOVING ON (S)
3.00 ESCAPETOTHE

COUNTRY (S)
3.45 MONEY FOR NOTHING

(S)
4.30 READY STEADY COOK

(S)
5.15 POINTLESS (S)
6.00 BBC NEWS AT SIX;

WEATHER (S)
6.30 BBC NEWSLINE;

Weather. (S)
7.00 THE ONE SHOW With

Alex Jones and Matt
Baker. (S)

7.30 CORONAVIRUS:
EVERYTHINGYOU
NEEDTO KNOW A
panel of experts
answers questions on
the outbreak. (S)

8.00 EASTENDERS (S)
8.30 THE CHRONICLES OF

ERNE (S)

9.00 THE SPLIT Hannah
deals with the fallout
from her anniversary
party. (S)

10.00 BBC NEWS ATTEN (S)
10.25 BBC NEWSLINE;

Weather. (S)
10.35 THERE’S NO PLACE

LIKETYRONE (S)
11.05 SPYING ONTHE

SCAMMERS –
PANORAMA (S)

11.35 BBC ARTS NI
PRESENTS – BORDERS
(S)

12.05 THIS COUNTRY (S)
12.35 Young, Welsh and
Pretty Minted (S) 1.10
Live at the Apollo (S)
1.55 BBC News (S)
BBC1 WALES, as
above except:

1.30 BBCWales Today;
Weather (S) 6.30 BBCWales
Today; Weather (S) 7.30 X-Ray
(S) 8.30 Flooded Out of My
Home (S) 9.00 Hidden (S)
10.25 BBCWales Today;
Weather; Weather. (S) 10.35
The Split (S) 11.35 Spying on
the Scammers – Panorama
12.35 Live at the Apollo (S)
1.20 BBC News (S)

6.00 STORM CITY (S) 7.00
Without a Trace (S) 8.00
Without a Trace (S) 9.00
Without a Trace (S)
10.00 TheWest Wing
(S) 11.00 TheWest Wing
(S)

12.00 BLUE BLOODS (S)
1.00 CSI: CRIME SCENE

INVESTIGATION (S)
2.00 THE WEST WING (S)
3.00 THE WEST WING (S)
4.00 WITHOUT ATRACE (S)
5.00 WITHOUT ATRACE (S)
6.00 WITHOUT ATRACE A

TV celebrity goes
missing. (S)

7.00 CSI: CRIME SCENE
INVESTIGATION Part
two of two. The
detectives search for
Stokes. (S)

8.00 BLUE BLOODS An
incident at a church
tests Frank’s diplomatic
skills. (S)

9.00 THE OUTSIDER Ralph
and Yunis interview
witnesses from the
cave festival.

10.05 THE END A confession
changes Edie and
Pamela’s relationship.

10.40 TRUE BLOOD Bill
breaks a taboo by
protecting Sookie, who
identified the man
responsible for stealing
from Fangtasia.
Elsewhere, Jason and
Amy abduct a vampire.
(S)

11.50 TRUE BLOOD (S)
1.00 THE L WORD:

GENERATION Q (S)
2.10 OZ
3.25 CALIFORNICATION (S)
4.00 THE WEST WING (S)

Sky One
6.00 Monkey Life (S) 6.30 Monkey Life
(S) 7.00 RSPCA Animal Rescue (S) 7.30
RSPCA Animal Rescue (S) 8.00 The Dog
Whisperer 9.00 Stop, Search, Seize (S)
10.00 Brit Cops: Law & Disorder (S) 11.00
NCIS: Los Angeles (S) 12.00 NCIS: Los
Angeles (S) 1.00 Hawaii Five-0 (S) 2.00
Hawaii Five-0 (S) 3.00 MacGyver (S) 4.00
Modern Family (S) 4.30 Modern Family
(S) 5.00 The Simpsons (S) 5.30 Futurama
(S) 6.00 Futurama (S) 6.30 The Simpsons
(S) 7.00 The Simpsons (S) 7.30 The
Simpsons (S) 8.00 FILM: Men in Black II
(2002) 10.00 A League of Their Own (S)
11.00 Avenue 5 11.35 Strike Back:
Vendetta (S) 12.35 Flintoff: Lord of the
Fries (S) 1.30 RoadWars (S) 2.00 The
Real A&E (S) 2.30 The Real A&E (S) 3.00
Jett (S) 4.00 Stop, Search, Seize (S) 5.00
Futurama (S) 5.30 Futurama (S)

UTV
6.00 Good Morning Britain (S) 9.00
Lorraine (S) 10.00 This Morning (S) 12.30
LooseWomen (S) 1.30 ITV Lunchtime
News; Weather. (S) 1.55 UTV Live;
Weather. (S) 2.00 Judge Rinder (S) 3.00
Tenable (S) 3.59 UTVWeather (S) 4.00
Tipping Point 5.00 The Chase (S) 6.00
UTV Live; Weather. (S) 6.30 ITV Evening
News; Weather. (S) 7.00 Emmerdale (S)
7.30 Coronation Street (S) 8.00 St Davids
– Britain’s Smallest City (S) 8.30
Coronation Street (S) 9.00 Liar (S) 10.00
ITV News at Ten; Weather. (S) 10.35 UTV
Live; Weather. (S) 10.45 View from
Stormont (S) 11.45 All Elite Wrestling:
Dynamite (S) 12.35 Ideal World 3.00
James Martin’s French Adventure (S) 3.50
ITV Nightscreen 5.05 Judge Rinder (S)

ITV WALES, as
UTV except:

1.55 ITV News CymruWales;
Weather. (S) 3.59 ITV Cymru
Wales Weather (S) 6.00 ITV
NewsWales at Six; Weather.
(S) 8.00 Wales This Week (S)
10.35 ITV News CymruWales;
Weather. (S) 10.45 Sharp End
(S) 11.15 St Davids – Britain’s
Smallest City (S) 11.45 Tyson
Fury: The Gypsy King (S)

6.30 CHEERS (S) 6.55
Cheers (S) 7.25 The King
of Queens (S) 7.45 The
King of Queens (S) 8.10
Everybody Loves
Raymond (S) 8.40
Everybody Loves
Raymond (S) 9.10
Frasier (S) 9.40 Frasier
(S) 10.10 Undercover
Boss Canada (S) 11.05
Ramsay’s Kitchen
Nightmares USA (S)
12.00 Channel 4 News
Summary (S) 12.05 Find
It, Fix It, Flog It (S) 1.05
Posh Pawn (S)

2.10 COUNTDOWN (S)
3.00 A PLACE INTHE SUN

(S)
4.00 A NEW LIFE INTHE

SUN:WHERE ARE
THEY NOW? (S)

5.00 COME DINE WITH ME
(S)

6.00 THE SIMPSONS Homer
wakes up to find he and
the world around him
are made of Lego. It
seems like a great
existence – but he
cannot quite shake the
feeling that something is
not right. (S)

6.30 HOLLYOAKS Warren is
on the warpath after
Liam’s latest stunt.
Meanwhile, Darren is
starting to feel defined
by his failures, and
Diane struggles to keep
a secret. (S)

7.00 NEWS (S)
8.00 STARBUCKS &

NESPRESSO:THE
TRUTH ABOUTYOUR
COFFEE – DISPATCHES
Antony Barnett reports
on young children
working long hours in
gruelling conditions in
Guatemala picking
coffee beans that are
supplied to Starbucks
and Nespresso. (S)

8.30 FOOD UNWRAPPED
Helen Lawal searches
for the secret to
perfectly shelled
walnuts. (S)

9.00 PRISON The
emotionally charged
difficulties of being a
mother in prison, with
staff at Foston Hall
believing that keeping
family contact is vital to
reduce reoffending. Last
in the series. (S)

10.00 BAGHDAD CENTRAL
Zubeida Rashid offers to
help Khafaji find
Sawsan, while a murder
in the Green Zone
wrecks Parodi’s
investigation and brings
him into conflict with
Temple and Evans. (S)

11.00 EMERGENCY
HELICOPTER MEDICS
An appearance at a
charity event is cut short
by an emergency, a
worker at a wind farm
suffers a cardiac arrest,
and an off-road
motorcyclist breaks his
thigh bone. (S)

12.00 RAMSAY’S KITCHEN
NIGHTMARES USA (S)
12.55 Hunted (S) 1.50
The Supervet (S) 2.45
Liberty 3.55 Come Dine
with Me (S)

• Baghdad Central
Channel 4, 10pm

TG4

Teams have a point to prove
Middlesbrough v

Nottingham
Forest (Kick-off

7.45pm). Featuring
coverage of the
Championship clash
from Riverside Stadium.
The sides shared the
spoils in a 1-1 draw in
December’s reverse

fixture. However,
Forest will be hopeful of
an away win to enhance
their chances of
promotion this time
around, given Boro are
currently struggling
at the other end of the
table. Live EFL, Sky Main
Event, 7.30pm

Featuring coverage
of stage three,
featuring a

156.5km route from HSR
Hsinchu Station to
Taichung City Shigang
Visitor Information
Centre. Live Cycling:Tour
ofTaiwan, Eurosport,
4.10am

• Ready Steady Cook
BBC 1, 4.30pm

(S) Subtitles Teletext page 888

RED FM: 6.00 Ray and Jay 9.00 Neil Prendeville. 12.00 Philip
Bourke 4.00 Dave Mac’s Drive 7.00 Red Hits with Izzy 10.00
Kilian Pettit 1.00The Neil Prendeville Show Rewind 4.00 Non-
stop Hits
RTE RADIO 1: 5.30 Rising Time. 7.00 News. 9.00 The Ryan
Tubridy Show. 10.00 News 12.00 The Ronan Collins Show
1.00 News 1.45 Liveline. 3.00 The Ray D’Arcy Show 4.30
Drivetime. 7.00 Arena. 8.00 The John Creedon Show. 10.00
Mooney Goes Wild. 11.00 Late Date. Presented by Cathal
Murray. 2.00 Playback Daily 3.00 RTE Gold on RTE Radio 1
LYRIC FM: 7.00 Marty in the Morning. 10.00 Niall Carroll’s
Classical Daytime. 1.00 The Full Score with Liz Nolan. 4.00
Lorcan Murray’s Classic Drive. 7.02 Mystery Train with John
Kelly. 9.00 The Blue of the Night with Bernard Clarke 12.00
Lyric Through the Night.
RTE 2FM: 6.00 Doireann and Eoghan 9.00 Jennifer
Zamparelli 12.00 Tracy Clifford 3.00 Jenny Greene on 2FM
6.00 Game On 8.00 Tara Stewart 10.00 Dan Hegarty – The
Alternative 12.00 2FM Overnight.

TODAY FM: 5.00 Paula McSweeney 7.00 Ian Dempsey’s
Breakfast Show. 9.00 Dermot and Dave 12.00 Mairead
Ronan 2.00 Fergal D’Arcy 4.30 The Last Word 7.00 Ed’s
National Anthems 10.00 Paul McLoone 12.00 Overnight
Music
RAIDIO NA GAELTACHTA: 7.00 Nead Na Fuiseoige. 8.00
Adhmhaidin. 9.00 Príomhscéalta na Nuachta. 9.15 Iris Aniar.
10.15 Ceol na Maidine. 10.55 Tuairisc Spóirt. 11.00
Barrscéalta. 12.00 Príomhscéalta na Nuachta. 12.08 An Saol
ó Dheas. 1.00 Nuacht a hAon. 2.00 Ardtráthnóna. 3.00
Binneas Béil. 5.00 Tús Áite. 5.55 Tuairisc Spóirt. 6.00 Nuacht
a Sé. 6.30 Fógraí an Lae. 7.00 Ceol Binn ó na Beanna 9.00 An
Bóthar go Nashville. 10.00 AnTaobhTuathail. 12.00 Scoth an
Luain.
CORK’S 96FM: 6.00 KC and Ross in the Morning 9.00 The
Opinion Line 12.00 Afternoon Show 4.00 Drivetime Show
8.00 Total Access 12.00 The Best Music Mix Non Stop 3.00
The Opinion Line
C103 (NORTH AND EAST CORK): 6.00 Simon Murdoch
10.00 Cork Today 1.00 Nick Richards 4.00 Drivetime Show
7.00 Eric Griffin 10.00 Round the Fireside with Jimmy Reidy
11.00 Cork Today 1.00 Overnight

C103 (WEST CORK): 6.00 Simon Murdoch 10.00 CorkToday
1.00 Nick Richards 4.00 Drivetime Show 7.00 Eric Griffin
10.00 Round the Fireside with Jimmy Reidy 11.00 CorkToday
1.00 Overnight
WLR: 6.00 The Big Breakfast Blaa 10.00 Deise Today 12.00
The Lunch Box 3.00 Drivetime Show 6.00 On the Ball 7.00
The Shift 10.00The Late Show 12.00 Deise Replay 2.00 Non-
stop Music
CUH FM 107.8: 8.30Mass 12.00Mass 12.30 Anything Goes
3.00 A to Z of Pop 4.00 John Phelan 6.00 Showband
Memories 7.30 Rosary 8.00 Eileen Sheehan 9.00 Claire
Jones 10.00 Frank Hefferan 12.00 Overnight
RADIO KERRY: 7.00 Kerry’s Full Breakfast 9.00 Kerry Today
11.00 The 11 to 1 club 1.00 The One O’Clock News 1.30
Talkabout 3.00 Afternoon Show 5.30The Evening News 6.00
Terrace Talk 8.00 Trip to the Cottage 10.00 Into the Night
11.00 Kerry Today Highlights 12.00 Music Through the Night
CLARE FM: 6.00 Breakfast Show 9.00 Morning Focus 11.00
The Time Tunnel 12.00 Afternoons 3.00 Drivetime 6.00 The
Platinum Collection 7.00 The West Wind 9.00 The Nightshift
12.00 Morning Focus 1.30 Night Moves
TIPPERARY FM: 6.00 Andrew Looby 9.00 Fran Curry 12.00

Owen Lonergan 3.00 Padraic Flaherty 4.00 Carol Power 7.00
Extra Time 8.00 Shades of Green 10.00The Nightshift 12.00
Fran Curry 2.30 Rhythm of the Night
LIVE 95: 6.00The Breakfast Show 9.00 LimerickToday 12.00
Afternoon Show 4.00 Drive 7.00 Hit Mix 10.00 Late Night
Love Songs 12.00 Limerick Today 3.00 Overnight Music
NEWSTALK 106-108 FM: 6.00 Breakfast Briefing
with Andrea Gilligan. 6.30 Breakfast Business with Vincent
Wall. 7.00 Newstalk Breakfast with Shane Coleman
and Kieran Cuddihy. 9.00 The Pat Kenny Show. 12.00
Lunchtime Live with Ciara Kelly. 2.00 Moncrieff with Sean
Moncrieff. 4.00 The Hard Shoulder with Ivan Yates. 7.00 Off
the Ball. 10.00 The Tom Dunne Show. 12.00 Best of
Newstalk.
CORK CAMPUS RADIO: 8.00 The Get Go 11.00 Sound
Check 12.00 Campus Hip Hop 1.00 Campus Classics 2.00
Trending Now 3.00 Afternoon Show 4.00 The International
Development Show 5.00 Europe 6.00 Close
RADIO 1: 6.30 The Radio 1 Breakfast Show with Greg
James. 10.00 Clara Amfo. 12.45 Newsbeat. 1.00 Scott Mills.
4.00 Nick Grimshaw. 5.45 Newsbeat. 6.00 Nick Grimshaw.
7.00 Radio 1’s Future Sounds with Annie Mac. 8.00 Radio 1’s

Power Down Playlist with AnnieMac. 9.00 Rickie, Melvin and
Charlie 11.00 Radio 1’s Indie Show with Jack Saunders. 1.00
Radio 1’s Drum & Bass Show with Rene LaVice. 3.00 Radio
1’s Chill Mix 3.30 Radio 1’s Workout Anthems. 4.00 Early
Breakfast with Adele Roberts.
RADIO 2: 5.00 Vanessa Feltz. 6.30 The Zoe Ball Breakfast
Show. 9.30 Ken Bruce. 12.00 JeremyVine. 2.00 SteveWright
in the Afternoon. 5.00 Sara Cox. 7.00 Jo Whiley. 9.00 The
Blues Show with Cerys Matthews. 10.00 Trevor Nelson’s
Rhythm Nation. 12.00 OJ Borg. 3.00 Sounds of the 70s with
JohnnieWalker.
RADIO 3: 6.30 Breakfast. 9.00 Essential Classics. 12.00
Composer of the Week: Price. 1.00 Radio 3 Lunchtime
Concert. 2.00 Afternoon Concert. 4.30 Early Music Now.
5.00 In Tune. 7.00 In Tune Mixtape. 7.30 Radio 3 in Concert.
10.00 Music Matters. 10.45 The Essay: Women Writers to
Put Back on the Bookshelf. 11.00 NightTracks. 12.30Through
the Night.
RADIO 4: 5.30 News Briefing 5.43 Prayer for the Day. 5.45
Farming Today. 5.58 Tweet of the Day. 6.00 Today. 9.00 Start
the Week. 9.45 (LW) Daily Service. 9.45 (FM) Book of the
Week: Guest House for Young Widows. 10.00 Woman’s

Hour. 11.00 Out of the Ordinary. 11.30 Loose Ends. 12.00
News 12.01Weather 12.04 Apeirogon. 12.18You andYours.
1.00TheWorld at One. 1.45The Californian Century. 2.00The
Archers. 2.15 Drama: This Thing of Darkness. 3.00 Round
Britain Quiz. 3.30 The Food Programme. 4.00 OK, Boomer!.
4.30 The Digital Human. 5.00 PM. 5.54 Weather 5.57
Weather 6.00 Six O’Clock News 6.30 Nature Table. 7.00 The
Archers. 7.15 Front Row. 7.45 The Book of Strange New
Things. 8.00 Class Talk. 8.30 Analysis. 9.00 Peach Fuzz. 9.30
Start theWeek. 9.59Weather 10.00TheWorldTonight. 10.45
Book at Bedtime: Apeirogon. 11.00 Night Vision. 11.30Today
in Parliament. 12.00Weather 12.30 Book of theWeek: Guest
House forYoungWidows. 12.48Weather 1.00 As BBCWorld
Service 5.20Weather
RADIO 5 LIVE: 5.00 Morning Reports. 5.15 Wake Up to
Money. 6.00 5 Live Breakfast. 9.00 Your Call. 10.00 The
Emma Barnett Show. 1.00 Nihal Arthanayake. 4.00 5 Live
Drive. 7.00 5 Live Sport. 7.45 5 Live Sport: FA Cup Football
2019-20. 10.30 Geoff Lloyd. 1.00 Up All Night.
CLASSIC HITS 4FM: 6.00 PJ and Jim 10.00 Nikki Hayes
12.00 Niall Boylan 2.00 Damian Farrelly 7.00 90s at Nite 9.00
Niall Boylan at Night 1.00 Non-stop Club Classics

RADIO TODAY

Listen to strong
opinions from our
expert writers on all
the weekend actionirishexaminer.com/podcast

Available
from 2pm
Monday

Also available on
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HOLIDAY
GUIDE

Kerry

DINGLE, Ventry. 3 bed house.
Dingle, 3 miles. Under 1 mile
to Ventry beach/village. Ph
0879351790
www.skelligview.com

Acknowledgments Acknowledgments

William (Bill) Fitzgerald
SKEHARD ROAD, BLACKROCK, CORK

ACKNOWLEDGMENT and FIRST ANNIVERSARY
DIED 2nd MARCH 2019

As we lovingly remember our dad, Bill, we his family would
like to thank most sincerely all those who sympathised with us,
sent Mass cards, letters and flowers, those who attended his
removal and funeral. Thank you to Jerh O’Connor Funeral
Homes, Canon Tadhg Ó Mathúna and all the doctors, nurses
and carers who looked after dad.

May he rest in peace

Public Notices Public Notices

ROADS
ROADS ACT, 1993

TEMPORARY CLOSING OF PUBLIC ROADS

Pursuant to Section 75 of the Roads Act, 1993, &
Article 12 of the Roads Regulations 1994, notice is
hereby given that Cork County Council will close the
following road for the period and reason specified
below:-

Road Subject of Closure
L-2965-20 Lower Road, Cobh (at its Junction with the R624
Westbourne Place to Roundabout).

Period of Closure
From 06.00hrs Wednesday, 18th March 2020 to 20.00hrs
Wednesday, 1st April 2020 (24hr Closure).

Reason for Closure
To facilitate Lower Harbour Sewerage Scheme Cobh
installation of rising main & Sewer Pipes

Alternative Routes
Approaching from the East, continue along the R624 High
Road taking the first left turn on to the Lower Road
L-2965-20 and continue to the roundabout.

From the roundabout on the Lower Road L-2965-20 drive
West until the Crossroads with the R624, turn right on to
the High Road R-624 continue on to Westbourne Place.

Local access to be maintained throughout the duration of
the Road Closure.

Ref: TRC-30-2020

Director of Services, Roads & Transportation,
Cork County Council,The Courthouse, Skibbereen,
Co. Cork.

Personal Information may be collected by Cork County Council to enable
the processing of your submission/ enquiry. Cork County Council can

legally process this information as necessary to comply with its statutory/
legal obligations. Such information will be processed in line with the
Council’s privacy statement which is available at www.corkcoco.ie

CORK COUNTY COUNCIL
COMHAIRLE CONTAE CHORCAÍ

Situations Vacant

L’ARCHE Cork is one of three
communities under the gov-
ernance of L’Arche Ireland,
and is part of an international
federation of people with and
without intellectual disabilit-
ies that share life in com-
munities. L'Arche Cork are
currently seeking a Deputy
House Leader to assist the
House Leader(s). The role
includes administrative, dir-
ect care and community en-
hancement components.
Please email assistants@
larchecork.org for further in-
formation and to apply.
Location: Le Chéile, Togher
Road, Cork. Salary: €31,409.
Working hours: 39 per week.
Closing date: 06/03/20

SCOIL Bhride Eglantine are
current recruiting for a full
time caretaker. Applications
by post only to include CV
and referees to Scoil Bhríde
Eglantine Douglas Road Cork.
Please mark envelope with
Application

Business
Opportunities

WEEKLY passive income from
trading. Contact
greenview197@yahoo.com
Privacy ensured. Genuine
opportunity.

Land Lettings

BPS now being traded. Apply
in confidence to David Keane
086-6032575: Licence No.
001103

COACHFORD silage ground,
30 acres or lots, 2 cuts, no
maps. Also Bales.
021-4385815.

Licensed
Premises

SELLING or buying a 7 Day
Liquor Licence.0404 42832

Agri Parts

BEET for sale washed,
chopped, delivered if reqd.
Straw for sale, round, 4x4.
087 2795819, 087 2327693.

FOR hire gps bulk fertiliser
spreading 086-8507206

Agricultural
Machinery

Agri
Hydraulics

P.T.O.’s, Pumps, Motors,
Diverter Valves, Check Valves
Directional Control Valves,
Joystick Controllers, Coolers,
Filters, Hose & Fittings at
Hi-Power, Dublin Hill,
Cork. 021 4301742. Also Unit
3B, Red Cow Bus Park,
Ballymount Road, D22.
Tel. 01 4640255

WANTED all makes & model
tractors, diggers & balers for
export, breaking & re-sale.
Top prices. 086 - 1966987

WANTED for export MF 165
185, 168, 178, 188, 290,
275, 265, 240, 590, 575,
565, 690, 675, 699, 698, 390
in any condition. 051-436004

WANTED for export tractors
Massey Ferguson, Ford, Fiat,
Renault, John Deere, Case,
Zetor and Urses, round

balers, Class. Krone, Welger,
Deutz Fahr. Ph. 087-2598863

Farm Produce

A1 Round bales of straw for
sale. Delivered at keen
prices. J Kelleher Mallow 087
2838989.

AAA round bales, big square
bales, barley, oaten, chopped
big bales of wheat & straw
suitable for diet feeder. Ex/
Yard or delivered. 086
2506605 / 086 6793929
022 57597

AAA round bales, big square
bales, barley, oaten, chopped
big bales of wheat & straw
suitable for diet feeder. Ex/
Yard or delivered. 086
2506605 / 086 6793929
022 57597

BALED and pit silage for sale.
Also round & big square
bales barley straw 025-36118

BARLEY straw round for sale.
087-2928865

BIG & small, square, hay &
straw. Del. Ph. 087 7605341.

BIG square bales, barley, oaten
and wheaten straw, delivered
if required. Ph 087 2537871.

Farm Produce

FODDER beet, silage bales
and barley straw delivered if
required. 087-3498061

GOLDEN barley wheaten straw
for sale, del. 087 1301182

HAYLAGE for sale, mid Cork.
086 8658141.

LARGE round bales good
quality hay, saved without
rain. Kinsale 086-2624761

MAGNUM fodder beet de-
livered if req. 086 8921578

ROUND bales of hay for sale,
Tel 087 7769642

ROUND silage and hay bales
for sale. Newmarket area. Tel.
087-2733338

SILAGE Bales for sale. €20
each. Kiskeam/Boherbue
area. Tel: 087-2772266

SMALL square bales of hay for
sale. Good quality. North
Cork. 087-3696693

SUGAR/ fodder beet, washed
and chopped or as is Delivered
if required. Ph 087 2537871

Milking
Machines

MILKING machine services.
Repairs & spare parts all
makes. Alec Murphy
087 9633175

Cattle

2YR old Fr Ped, calved heifers,
British FR type, Mallow area,
Tel 086 3067752

AA Ped 5★bulls for sale. Ph
087-4129868, 021-7330017

AA Selection of Bulls, 12-24
mths, easy calving, fertility
tested. AI bred. BVD and
Johne’s Free. Brian Brady
087- 9031257

ANGUS & hereford ped Bulls
12-30mths, fertility tested
delivered. 086-8481402

BRITISH friesian bull calves
for sale 087 3356849.

Calves Wanted
for export, Friesians and AA.
David Hunter 087-2590397.
David Murphy 087-2548488

DEELISH Pedigrees. Top qual-
ity Angus Bulls and (Hereford
bulls - polled and horned).
Easy calving lines. Also Pedi-
gree Angus Maiden Heifers.
Michael Dullea 087-2341144

Grooving
Concrete Grooving avoid costly
falls. Cathal Dineen 087-
1319617 Timoleague, Cork

Kilcronat Lim.
Selection of
PBR bulls,

heifers, cows.
Burke Ballynoe, 086-1676655/
058 - 59156

LIMOUSIN PBR bulls, 4 & 5*
from 3% diff calving, Dorgan
Watergrasshill 086-3831002

SIMMENTAL 5* Ped bulls easy
calving, top 1%, suitable for
both dairy and suckler herds,
12-17mths, 086-8240258.

Horses

Factory
Horses

All types wanted. Cash paid,
immediate collect.
C. Hennessy 087-9418125

Legal Notices

WASTE MANAGEMENT ACT
1996

Independent Irish Health Foods
Ltd, Unit 12 Ballyvourney I.E.,
Ballyvourney, Co. Cork. We are
required to accept at the above
premises, free of charge, for the
purpose of recovery, packaging
waste of the following categor-
ies: glass, plastic, fibreboard,
steel, aluminium, wood &
composite. The products or
packaging in question need not
necessarily have been pur-
chased from Independent Irish
Health Foods Ltd.

WASTE MANAGEMENT ACT
1996

National Organic Products Ltd,
Distribution Centre, IDA Busi-
ness Park, Southern Cross,
Bray Co. Wicklow. We are re-
quired to accept at the above
premises, free of charge, for
the purpose of recovery, pack-
aging waste of the following
categories: glass, plastic, fibre-
board, aluminium, wood &
composites. The products or
packaging in question need not
necessarily have been pur-
chased from National Organic
Products Ltd.

Road Traffic Act 1994 (Sec 41
Amendment) and Regulations
1998 and Road Traffic Removal
and Storage and Disposal of
Vehicles Regulations 1983 and
Road Traffic (Removal and Stor-
age and Disposal of Vehicles)
(Amendment) Reg lations 1998.
An Garda Síochána propose to
dispose of the following vehicles
listed below in whatever manner
the Commissioner directs on or
after 09th March 2020
04D47211 06D19085 05WH4956
07LH3664 05KE9061 08D76232
06D9156 09SO7188 08D48410
07LH3237 05D64230 04G8961
06KK2814 02C10839 05OY1253
04LH5845 07TN4013 06L1504
04MH9181 06WH2122 03LK3394
08LH2203 05D35483 05D32694
03D25841 05WD2246 04D20401
02C23060 03C13068 03KK1460
03W1676 06C26388 00WX3467
06D89300 09D120655 05KE8291
04D42756 05D88281 07C40607
05G2018

Notice to
Advertisers/readers
It is a condition of acceptance of
advertisement orders that Irish
Examiner Limited (“IEL”) does
not guarantee the insertion of any
particular advertisement on any
specified date or at all. IEL does
not accept liability for any loss or
damage caused by the publication
of any advertisement, whether by
virtue of an inaccuracy, error or
otherwise and whether suffered
by the advertiser, a reader or any
other person.

In the event of the publication of
an advertisement, or a series of
advertisements, containing an
inaccuracy or error caused by IEL,
its servants or agents, the limit of
liability of IEL shall extend only
to the printing of one corrected
insertion.

No reprinting shall occur
where the error is of a minor
or typographical nature only.
IEL reserve the right to cancel,
at any time, an advertisement
or a series of advertisements
planned for publication and, in
such circumstances, IEL shall
only repay to the advertiser such
portion of monies as is attributable
to the unpublished advertisements
and nothing further.

In Memoriam

BLAKE In loving memory of
our friend and colleague ANNE
on her Second Anniversary.
And while she lies in peaceful
sleep
Her memory we shall always
keep

(From everyone at
Glenmalure).

Jim Cuddigan
With love we remember JIM,
late of Ballycroneen, Cloyne,
whose 15th Anniversary
occurs today March 2nd.
No longer in our lives to
share,
But in our hearts you are
always there.
Sacred Heart of Jesus have
mercy on his soul.

(Always remembered by
Nancy, Aisling, Conor,
grandson Séamus and
granddaughter Órlaith)
Ar dheis Dé go raibh a

anam dílis

Edmond (Ned)
Doherty

79 MAIN STREET, MALLOW AND
CLOUNGOWN, TULLYLEASE
THIRD ANNIVERSARY

Never forgotten by his loving
wife Angela, brother Paudie and
the Doherty family.
Always remembered and loved
by the O’Leary family and friends

May God be with him

DOYLE In Loving memory of
our parents JOHN (18th An-
niversary), who died on March
2nd, 2002 and ELIZA (15th
Anniversary), who died on
March 8th, 2005, late of Lagg,
Buttevant.
Time passes,
Memories stay,
Never forgotten,
Especially today.
(Always in our thoughts and
prayers, Gerard and Marian)

DRAPER: In loving memory of
ROSALINE and BILLY,
late of Ballinhassig, whose
anniversaries occur at this
time.
Sadly missed along life’s way
Quietly remembered every
day

(Always remembered by
Mary, Edward, Norman, Violet
and families).

To Advertise in the

Legal
and

Public
Notices
Section

Contact:
Tele Sales

Tel. 021-4802180
Fax. 021-4271017

e-mail:
notices@examiner.ie

Death Notices

BURKE (Curraheen and late
of Youghal, Co Cork): On
February 28, 2020, peace-
fully, surrounded by her
loving family and in the
exceptional care of all
the staff at Ballincollig
Community Nursing Unit,
JOAN (née Begley), dearly
beloved wife of Teddy,
much loved mother of Bríd,
Dominic and Caitríona, dear
sister of Jeanette, Catherine
and the late Margaret. Sadly
missed by her loving husband
and family, son-in-law
Dave, daughter-in-law Nicola,
grandchildren Colm, Annie,
Conor and Finn, brothers-in-
law, relatives and friends.
Lying in repose at the Wilton
Funeral Home, Sarsfield
Road of Jerh. O’Connor Ltd.
Removal at 6.00pm on this
(Monday) evening to the
Church of the Real Presence,
Curraheen Road. Requiem
Mass at 1.00pm on tomorrow
(Tuesday). Funeral after-
wards to St. Oliver's
Cemetery, Model Farm Road.
Family flowers only, please.
Donations, if desired, to the
Multiple Sclerosis Society,
Cork.
May she rest in peace.

Death Notices

CLANCY (Courleigh North,
Clonakilty): On February 28,
2020, peacefully, at home, in
the presence of his loving
family, TOM, beloved
husband of May, dear father
of Mary, Una, Edel, Margo,
Pat and John, brother of the
late John. Sadly missed by his
loving wife and family,
brother Jim, sister Kitty,
sons-in-law Raymond Collins,
Ray Daly and James O’Neill,
daughters-in-law Anne
(O’Leary) and Mary
(O’Donovan), fond grand-
children, sister-in-law Bridie,
nephews, nieces, relatives
and friends. Requiem Mass
on today (Monday) in the
Church of the Holy Trinity,
Bealad at 1pm. Funeral after-
wards to Rossmore Cemetery.

Rest in peace.

DENNEHY (Ballyshoneen,
Waterfall, Cork): On
February 29, 2020, peace-
fully, surrounded by his
family, NOEL, beloved
husband of Mary (nee
Buckley) and loving father of
Thomas and Catherine. Sadly
missed by his loving wife,
son, daughter, son-in-law,
daughter-in-law, grandchil-
dren, brothers David, Ray
and Brian, sister Merilyn,
brothers-in-law, sisters-in-
law, nephews, nieces, relat-
ives, friend and business
partner Brian and a large
circle of friends. Rest in
peace. Lying in repose at
Crowley’s Funeral Home,
Ballincollig on this (Monday)
evening from 5.30pm to 7pm,
followed by Removal to St.
Patrick’s Church, Nohoval.
Requiem Mass at 11am
tomorrow (Tuesday). Funeral
afterwards to St. Patrick’s
Cemetery, Nohoval. Family
flowers only. Donations, in
lieu, to Cancer Research.

DOYLE (Earlwood Estate, The
Lough, Cork and Ardmore,
Co Waterford): On February
28, 2020, peacefully, at the
Cork University Hospital,
MICHAEL (MICK), devoted
husband of Kathleen
(nee O’Brien), much loved
Dad to Norma, Leonne,
Michelle, Joanne and Noelle.
Sadly missed by his loving
wife and family, sons-in-
law, grandchildren Ross,
Alexandrea, Lainey, Ethan
and Ryan, sisters-in-law,
brother-in-law, relatives,
neighbours and friends.
Lying in repose at the Wilton
Funeral Home, Sarsfield
Road, of Jerh. O’Connor Ltd.
Removal at 8.00pm on this
(Monday) evening to the
Church of the Immaculate
Conception, The Lough.
Requiem Mass at 11.00am on
tomorrow (Tuesday). Funeral
afterwards to St. Oliver’s
Cemetery, Model Farm Road.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh
a anam dílis.

O’NEILL (nee Murphy)
(Dromkeen, Innishannon
and Caum, Macroom): On
February 29, 2020, peace-
fully, at Marymount University
Hospital and Hospice,
KATRINA, beloved wife of
Victor, loving daughter of
Breda and the late John and
devoted sister of Fiona,
Niamh, Orla, Daniel and Tara.
Deeply regretted by her
husband, mother, sisters,
brother, mother-in-law Mary,
sisters-in-law, brothers-in-
law, nieces, nephews,
relatives and many friends.
Reposing on tomorrow
(Tuesday) in Fitz-Gerald’s
Funeral Home, Macroom
from 5.30pm with Removal at
7.00pm to St. Colman’s
Church, Macroom. Requiem
Mass on Wednesday at
2.30pm, followed by burial in
St. Colman’s Cemetery,
Macroom. Family flowers
only, please. Donations, if
desired, to Marymount or
Mercy University Hospital
Foundation.
May she rest in peace.

fitz-geraldsfuneraldirectors.com

In Memoriam

TWOHIG In loving memory of
SHEILA, late of Windsor, Ovens,
who died on March 2, 2004.
Time passes
Memories stay
Never forgotten
Especially today.
(Always remembered by Brian,
Kieran, Michael and families).

Allens Funeral
Home,
Rockchapel, Co. Cork
Tel. 029-69011.

Arundel Funeral
Directors,
Ardmanagh, Schull.
Ph: 028-28112

Henry Black
Funeral Director
Rushbrooke,Cobh,
Co. Cork
Ph: 021-4811630

Barry Bros Funeral
Directors, Hazelwood,
Glanmire, Co. Cork
Ph: 021-4507711

Walter Barry
& Sons Funeral
Directors,
12-13 Pearse Square,
Cobh, Co. Cork.
Tel. 021-4811356.

James Cahill
Funeral Director
Ballymore, Cobh,
Co. Cork
Ph: 087-8618252

Casey Funeral
Directors
Inchigeela &
Coachford, Co. Cork.
Tel. 026-49008

Coughlan’s
Funeral Home
88-89 Shandon Street,
Cork
Ph: 021 4300003

Crowley Funeral
Directors
Ballincollig, Co. Cork
Ph: 021-4874777

Michael J Doolan
& Sons Funeral
Directors
Drinagh, Co. Cork
Ph: 028-30108
Mobile 087-2341168

Forde Funeral
Homes
South Gate Bridge
Cork and Carrigaline,
Ph: Cork 021-4318222
Carrigaline 0214372800

FitzGeralds Funeral
Home, Macroom,
Co. Cork
Ph: 026-41006

Foley Funeral
Directors &
Monumental
Masons
Timoleague
023-8846782

Gabriel &
O’Donovan’s
Funeral Homes
Bandon & Kinsale,
Co. Cork

Ph: 023-8841587

J & M Hawe Funeral
Directors Ltd.
Charleville, Co. Cork
Ph: 063-89280

Keohanes Cork
Funeral Directors
OldYoughal Rd,
Mayfield. 021-6017655
Copley St, Cork.
021-4311000

Michael J Hurley
Funeral Director,
Skibbereen, Co. Cork.
Tel. 028-22255.

J A Hyde Ltd.
Midleton, Co. Cork
Ph: 021-4631233

Martin Neligan
& Sons
Fermoy Ph: 025-31697

McCarthy’s
Funeral Home,
Banteer, Co. Cork
Ph: 029-56044

J J O’Brien and Son
Funeral Directors
Mitchelstown, Co. Cork
Ph: 025 24274

O’Callaghan’s
Funeral Parlour,
Kanturk &
Ballyclough,Mallow,
Co. Cork.
Ph: 029-50147

O’Connell Funeral
Directors Mallow,
Co. Cork
Ph: 022-21550

Jerh. O’Connor
Funeral Homes,
Coburg Street,Wilton,
Temple Hill,
Boreenmanna Road,
Cork
Ph: 021-4507711

O’Connor Bros.
Funeral Homes Ltd.
North Gate Bridge,
Cork
Ph: 021-4304444

Terence O’Connor
Ltd.,
North Gate Bridge,
Cork.
Tel. 021-4304444.

John O’Farrell
& Sons Funeral
Directors
Midleton, Co. Cork
Ph: 021-4631194

John O’Malley
Funeral Director,
Charleville,
Co. Cork
Ph: 063-81763

James M. Ronayne
75 Lower Patrick St,
Fermoy Ph: 025 34217

Sullivans Funeral
Home Turners Cross,
Cork
Ph: 021-4316316

Pat O’Sullivan
& Sons Funeral
Directors
Clonakilty, Co. Cork
Ph: 023-8833176

Tarrants Funeral
Directors
Millstreet, Co. Cork
Ph: 029-70176

T.Wallis
and Sons Ltd.
Midleton, Co. Cork
Ph: 021-4631155

O’Keeffe Funeral
Directors
Bowling Green,
Mallow & Buttevant,
Co. Cork
Ph: 022-23238

Michael
O’Reilly & Son
Newmarket, Co. Cork
Ph: 029-60142

O’Mahony’s
Funeral Home,
Enniskean, Co. Cork.
Ph: 023-8847123/
8847101

Grace’s
Funeral Home
Kanturk, Co. Cork
Ph: 029-50102
087-2604432

Caseys of
Kiskeam
Funeral Directors
Kiskeam, Co. Cork.
Tel. 029-76605

Drews Funeral
Directors
Boherbue,
Co. Cork.
Tel. 029-76061

Harringtons
Funeral Home,
Castletownbere,
Co. Cork.
Tel. 027-70011

J Hannon & Sons
Funeral
Directors,
Turnpike, Doneraile
Co. Cork.
Ph: 022-24111.

O’Learys Funeral
Directors
Knocknagree, Co. Cork.
Tel. 064-7756008

Tarrant Brothers
Funeral Directors
Ballydesmond
Co Cork
Ph: 064-7751225

IRISH ASSOCIATION
of FUNERAL DIRECTORS

IAFD Members in
Cork City & County

Family Notices

We’re
here
to help
you

The Irish Examiner
understands that it may
be difficult for you when
setting about placing a
remembrance.

Our professional staff
are here to help you.
We can advise you
on wording, layout and
any other questions
you may have.

Call to our office at
80 Oliver
Plunkett Street,
or call 021 4274455
or email:
ads@examiner.ie
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Wind farms now generate one third of Irish electricity
rier, a bird of prey, which is
found in the area. It is not yet
known if there will be an-
other application for a modi-
fied version of the farm.

Meanwhile, the IWEA be-
lieves Ireland has not yet met
its potential when it comes to
harvesting wind energy.

Dr Connolly said: “With
the right planning systems,
on land and offshore, and the
right policies there is no rea-
son why most of Ireland’s
electricity should not be
coming from wind energy in
the second half of this dec-
ade.

“That is why it is so im-
portant that the Government
moves ahead to ensure the
first auction in the Renew-
able Electricity Support
Scheme, announced last
week, concludes, on time, in
June.”

three siblings settled their
High Court action against a
Cork windfarm for a total of
€225,000.

The sis ter and two
brothersclaimed they suf-
fered illness due to noise, vi-
brations, and shadow flicker.
The settlements were made
without an admission of lia-
bility.

The Sliabh Luachra Wind
Awareness group, made up
of locals living in Sliabh
Luachra area on the Cork-
Kerry border, are challen-
ging plans for turbines in the
area.

Just before Christmas, the
High Court ruled that An
Bord Pleanála should not
have granted planning for
the 14 turbines.

The judgment was based
on the failure of the board to
take account of the hen har-

around the country have
taken on potential wind farm
developments; Last week,

said David Connolly, chief
executive of IWEA.

A number of communities

Despite the strong results,
there is growing industry
concern about the amount of
wind energy lost each year,
according to the IWEA. Last
year, this amounted to just
under 8% of total production
which was enough to power
more than 200,000 homes.

This is due to a practice
known as dispatch down,
which occurs when the
transmission system oper-
ator, Eirgrid, instructs a
wind farm to produce less
electricity or even to shut
down entirely.

“We need a stronger trans-
mission system to ensure
that we are not wasting elec-
tricity and, i f we are to
achieve our 2030 targets, and
beyond them to 2040 and
2050, then we are going to
need a plan to bui ld a
stronger electricity grid,”

Jess Casey

Almost a third of Ireland’s
electricity now comes from
wind energy, ranking it one
of the highest in Europe, new
figures show.

In 2019, wind energy met a
record 32.5% of the country’s
electricity demand — the
second highest in Europe
and the highest in terms of
onshore wind production.

That is according to an an-
nual report from the Irish
Wind Energy Association
(IWEA) which shows that 24
new wind farms were con-
nected last year.

This is second-highest
number connected in Ireland
within one year.

Wind energy also provided
more electricity than natural
gas during February and
December of last year.

Wind farms such as this one at Coomatallin, Dunmanway, Co Cork,
meet nearly a third of our electricity needs. Picture: Dan Linehan

Ray Kaskelis takes advantage of the wild weather at Garrylucas, Garrettstown, Co Cork, over the weekend as wind speeds reached 57 knots,
gusting at 63 knots, and waves peaked at 10 metres on the south coast during Storm Jorge. NEWS, Page 2 Picture: David Creedon/AnzenbergerRider on the storm

Murphy
blocked
election
candidate
spend rise
■ Feared extra €190k of campaign
funding would cause public outcry
by Ken Foxe

Housing and Local Govern-
ment Minister Eoghan
Murphy decided against
raising general election
spending limits for candi-
dates amid concerns tax-
payers would be hit with an
extra bill of almost €190,000.

Mr Murphy was told that
the amount somebody could
spend to get elected to the
Dáil had not changed since
2007, despite a 7.5% increase
in consumer prices.

However, civil servants
cautioned Mr Murphy that
the €188,750 bill for a hike in
limits might be unpalatable,
not least because of uncer-
tainties over Brexit. He was
warned this could lead to
“public criticism that the
money could be better spent
elsewhere”.

A submission for the min-
ister said: “It may be difficult
to justify a measure to facili-
tate increased spending by
those involved in politics,
when other sectors of the
economy may be facing sig-
nificant challenges ahead.”

Officials had put forward
options for increasing spend-
ing limits by between €2,250
and €3,300, depending on the
size of the constituency. This
would have increased the
spending limit in a three-
seater to €32,400, in a four-
seater to €40,400, and in a
five-seater to €48,500.

The maximum reimburse-
ment would have been in-
creased by €600, from €8,700
to €9,300.

Based on the 2016 election,
when 321 candidates had
been paid back €2.7m in
total, the taxpayer could ex-
pect a bill of €2.88m if the
changes were introduced.

The internal submission,
obtained under FOI, said
there were arguments both
for and against. Inflation had
increased moderately and
with that the cost of typical
e lect ion goods , such as
stationary, printing, trans-
port, and postage.

“The ability to conduct an
election campaign is an

important part of the demo-
cratic process, and there is a
case for the spending limits
to reflect the current costs
associated with this,” it said.

Last month, 160 TDs were
elected to the Dáil, but popu-
lation increases meant that
political representation was
reaching the “maximum
ratio” allowed in the consti-
tuency.

“[This] means that candi-
dates will have to reach a
larger number of voters than
would otherwise be the case
if the population had not in-
creased,” said the sub-
mission.

“Election campaigns can
be costly and the reimburse-
ment of election expenses is
important in supporting par-
ticipation in the democratic
process.”

Officials also argued that
introducing graduated in-
creases would avoid any
“sudden shocks” to election
funding, shocks that might
create controversy.

It asked: “What would be
the cumulative increase in
the Consumer Price Index, if
no changes were made for
another five/six years, in
particular if such years were
to be a period of high in-
flation?”

Arguments against mak-
ing any change included un-
certainty over Brexit and the
careful approach to public
spending of Budget 2020.

Mr Murphy was told an-
other possibility would be to
increase only the spending
limits for the election, but
not the amount that would be
repaid by the Exchequer.

This would guarantee a
“cost-neutral” approach for
the taxpayer, but would have
given candidates a 7.5%
boost in what they could
spend. Mr Murphy opted to
not change the spending li-
mits. In response on Novem-
ber 7, he wrote: “No change
to spending limits or reim-
bursement amount.”

A spokesman said: “It is a
matter for the minister to
vary the spending limits and
reimbursement amounts.”

Elizabeth began her maiden voyage
in secret, painted battleship grey, to
New York prior to entering service
as a troopship during the Second
World War.
■ 1939: Pope Pius XII was elected.
His pontificate coincided with the
Second World War and he remains a
controversial figure due to alle-
gations of his public silence over the
fate of the Jews during the Holo-
caust.
■ 1933: Hollywood icon King Kong
made his movie debut at Radio City
Music Hall in New York City. The
eponymous movie featured then
state-of-the-art special effects, cul-
minating in the love-struck giant
ape swatting down planes atop the
newly-completed Empire State
Building.
■ 1930: English author D H Law-
rence, whose novels include Lady
Chatterley’s Lover and Women in
Love, died.
■ 1917: As a result of the February
Revolution, Tsar Nicholas II of Rus-
sia abdicated for himself and his
son,Alexei, nominatinghisbrother,
Michael, to succeed him as tsar. On
the same day, a provisional govern-
ment headed by Prince Georgi Lvov
was set up.
■ 1882: Roderick Maclean made an
unsuccessful attempt to assassinate
Britain’s Queen Victoria at Wind-
sor; he was later declared insane.
■ 1855: Nicholas I, Tsar of Russia,
died. His reign of autocracy and
militarism was ended by defeat in
the Crimean war.
■ 1835: Francis II, Emperor of Aus-
tria and the last Holy Roman Em-
peror, died.
■ 1824: Czech composer Bedrich
Smetana was born. In 1874, he be-
came completely deaf due to syph-
ilis, but continued to compose until
he suffered a mental breakdown in
1883.
■ 1807: The US Congress banned
the import of slaves into America,
the act to take effect from January
1, 1808.
■ 1801: The War of the Oranges
between Spain and Portugal began.
French troops fought alongside the
Spanish after Portugal refused
Napoleon’s demand to cede much of
the country to him.

One of John Cerisoli’s models of the giant ape, poised above the New York skyline in
a scene from the 1933 classic monster movie ‘King Kong’.

were released on March 15 after
Pakistan freed 55 political prison-
ers.
■ 1972: US spacecraft Pioneer 10
was launched. It passed close by
Jupiter and Neptune before leaving
the solar system, and is now more
than 9.5bn kilometres from Earth.
■ 1969: The first of two prototype
Concordes made its maiden flight
from Toulouse.
■ 1961: Artist Pablo Picasso, 79,
secretly married his 37-year-old
model, Jacqueline Roque.
■ 1958: Vivian Fuchs completed
the first land crossing of Antarctica.
■ 1950: American singer Karen
Carpenter was born in New Haven,
Connecticut. She enjoyed success
with brother Richard in The Car-
penters, whose hits included ‘Close
to You’ and ‘We’ve Only Just
Begun’.
1949: US Air Force Captain James
Gallagher completed the first non-
stop round the world flight in a
Boeing B-50A Superfortress. With
inflight refuelling he completed the
37,742km flight in 94 hours, one min-
ute.
■ 1943: The Battle of the Bismark
Sea began. Twelve Japanese ships
carrying reinforcements to New
Guinea were sunk by Allied planes,
killing nearly 4,000.
■ 1940: The Cunard liner Queen

■ 1998: The will of Diana, Princess
of Wales, was published; she left
£13m to her sons, William and
Harry.
■ 1997: A state of emergency was
declared in Albania amid wide-
spread unrest triggered by the col-
lapse of pyramid investment
schemes.
■ 1995: Rogue trader Nick Leeson,
who brought down Barings Bank,
was arrested at Frankfurt airport
after eight days on the run, having
fled his base in Singapore.
■ 1995: Seven-time Italian prime
minister Giulio Andreotti was
ordered to stand trial on charges
of collusion with the Mafia.
■ 1986:Queen Elizabeth II signed a
bill formally severing the last con-
stitutional ties between Australia
and Britain.
■ 1981: Al-Zulfiqar terrorists hi-
jacked a Pakistani airliner with 148
passengers on board. All hostages

■ 2017: Three recently discovered
superheavy elements, moscovium,
tennessine, and oganesson, were of-
ficially added to the periodic table.
■ 2011: Shahbaz Bhatti, Pakistan’s
only Christian government min-
ister, was shot dead in his car for his
outspoken opposition to Pakistan’s
blasphemy laws.
■ 2008: Russians went to the polls
to choose a new president, the third
since the collapse of the Soviet
Union. As expected Dmitry Medve-
dev, Vladimir Putin’s hand-picked
successor, won a landslide victory,
with Putin himself taking the
position of prime minister.
■ 2007: An outbreak of 57 torna-
does swept across the southern US
states of Georgia, Alabama, and
Missouri over a 37-hour period, kill-
ing 20 people and causing damages
in excess of $520m.
■ 2004: John Kerry clinched the
Democratic nomination for the US
presidency by sweeping to victory
in nine of 10 contests held on Super
Tuesday. The following day, John
Edwards, who had emerged as
Kerry’s only serious rival, said he
was withdrawing to work with
Kerry on his bid.
■ 2004: Europe’s Rosetta space-
craft was launched on a 10-year
mission to land a probe on the
surface of the comet Churyumov-
Gerasimenko, a feat achieved
successfully in November 2014.
■ 2004: More than 140 Shia wor-
shippers were killed in apparently
co-ordinated suicide attacks in the
Iraqi cities of Karbala and Baghdad
at the climax of the festival of Ashu-
ra, the holiest day in the Shia calen-
dar, marking the death in battle in
680AD of Imam Hussein, grandson
of the Prophet Mohammed.
■ 2000: Former Chilean dictator
Augusto Pinochet flew home to
Chile 16 months after being de-
tained in Britain following a Span-
ish request that he be extradited to
face charges of human rights viol-
ations. British Home Secretary
Jack Straw ruled that Pinochet, 84,
was mentally unfit to stand trial.
■ 1999: Dusty Springfield, one of
Britain’s top singers in the 1960s,
who made a successful comeback
during the 1980s, died from cancer.
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GAA not giving up on
killing off maor foirne role
John Fogarty

The black card/sin bin in
hurling is as dead as a dodo,
but the GAA has not yet given
up on getting rid of the maor
foirne.

A considerable 83% of Con-
gress delegates in Croke Park
on Saturday rejected the sin
bin applying in hurling to
counter cynical play. And the
lack of a speaker for the mo-
tion apart from proposer —
playing rules chairman David
Hassan — has convinced GAA
president John Horan not to
return to addressing cynicism
in hurling.

The extent of the defeat, fail-
ing to receive a third of Con-
gress’ support, means the
black card in hurling can’t be
debated for another three
years. That might have been
avoided had it  been with-
drawn, but Horan identified
little support for the measure.

“That largely kicks it into
touch,” he said.

“We had been approached
by the committee to see would
I allow it to go back for further
consideration, and I said I
would if there was any el-
ement of support on the floor
for the actual move.

“There was meant to be a bit
of support there, but it never
materialised, so it is very hard
to rule a referral for some-
thing when nobody on the
floor spoke in favour of it, so
dare I say it — the sin-bin in
hurling is binned.”

However, Horan sounded a
more positive note about dis-
banding the role of the maor
foirne and tweaking the ad-
vantage rule in scoring areas
after both playing rules com-
mittee motions fell agonis-
ingly shy of the required 60%
support for it to become a rule.

The proposal to amend the
advantage rule would see ref-
erees give frees in or within
the 45-metre line in football
and in or within the 65m in
hurling instead of advantage
unless they considered a goal
opportunity would develop.

Horan said of those narrow

that a player choosing not to
claim it in the large or small
rectangle can be tackled im-
mediately.

After Congress agreed there
would be no relegation in the
Lein st e r  Seni or  Hu rl ing
Championship this year, there
remains the possibility Kerry
could be the sixth team in the
competition in 2021, should
they win the Joe McDonagh
Cup.

Although the motion from
the Leinster Council stipu-
lates Kerry, as McDonagh Cup
win ner s ,  wo uld  p lay  o f f
against the lowest team in the
Munster SHC, it is understood
Leinster would be agreeable to
accepting Kerry into their
competition.

finement that we will do to
make it a bit easier for refer-
ees.”

Horan, though, doesn’t be-
lieve sides will try and take
the risk to circumvent the mo-
tion as it currently reads.

“I don’t think teams in a
game would engage in the risk
factor of a defender kicking it
to the goalkeeper. Who’s ac-
tually going to cover the goal?

“Suddenly your goalkeeper
is now outside the ‘D’. With
the kick-out going to the 20m
line and the ‘D’ becoming in-
volved now, the keeper is a
good way from his actual
rightful position.”

The Playing Rules Commit-
tee was successful in tweaking
the advanced mark rule so

average of 10 back passes to
the goalkeeper per game in 20
Allianz League matches ana-
lysed last year.

Following Saturday’s Con-
gress, Central Council con-
firmed it will come into action
in four weeks’ time, but will
not apply to the league’s divi-
sional finals. It is possible that
teams will find a way around
it by getting their defenders to
kick the ball out to their goal-
keepers, but the wording of
the rule still has to be drafted
completely.

“It (the motion) uses terms
like ‘a pass back’ as opposed to
return, which might be a
better word,” admitted GAA
director general Tom Ryan.

“There’s a small bit of re-

disappointments for the Play-
ing Rules Committee: “You’d
have to feel sorry for the com-
mittee to hit 59% twice. How
many votes were involved in
that 1% difference?

“If something hits 59, you
have to revisit it at the next op-
portunity that you get. When
people see that it was 59, I
think it will f irm up their
opinion. It could become more
decisive after that.”

Without trial, Kildare club
Raheen’s football motion to
prevent a player from return-
ing the ball to the goalkeeper
after he receives it was backed
into becoming a rule on Fri-
day evening.  I t ’s  an idea
Horan floated last year when
he highlighted there was an

LET’S CHAT: GAA president-elect Larry McCarthy with current GAA president John Horan during the GAA Annual Congress 2020 at Croke Park. Horan
said that two proposals that fell just short of the 60% needed for approval ‘will have to be revisited’. Picture: Piaras Ó Mídheach

Weather
forces
rethink on
hurling
league
format
John Fogarty

The GAA are set to review the
schedule if not the structure of
the Allianz Hurling League
after they were impacted by
the weather for a third con-
secutive season.

GAA president John Horan
intimated that the current
schedule for the hurling com-
petitions of eight game-days in
nine weekends for Division 1
was overly ambitious and is
set to be addressed by the Cen-
tral Competitions Control
Committee (CCCC).

“The CCCC will definitely
(look at it),” he said. “They
have two years of evidence
now and if you go back to the
fixture review committee,
they left a gap in there and
that was probably the one area
of dispute between themselves
and the CPA (Club Players As-
sociation, who proposed not
break weekend).”

With climate change becom-
ing more obvious and the
series of bad weather experi-
enced at this time of year
clearly not relenting, the GAA
know they have to react ac-
cordingly, says Horan. “Look,
we have had two weeks of
weather now and our pitches
are in great condition, but
look at Portlaoise — it just
can’t take it.”

MW Hire O’Moore Park had
to surrender the Laois-Kilken-
ny Division 1, Group B game.
Removing the quarter-finals
in the new Division 1 format
would free up a second wee-
kend, something that is en-
joyed by the football competi-
tion, which does not have
scheduled round games this
coming weekend.

Meanwhile, both Horan and
GAA director general Tom
Ryan confirmed that three
football championship options
are on the agenda for fixtures
review task-force’s roadshow
ahead of Special Congress this
September.

The retention of Allianz as
the sponsor of the National
Leagues for another five years
is not expected to impact on
the proposal to flip the League
into the summer and the four
divisional system becoming
the Championship.

However, the GAA would be
compelled to reassess its spon-
sorship model were the rad-
ical plan to be adopted.

Director general Tom Ryan at
Congress. Picture: Sportsfile

U20 football set for summer return in 2021
the latitude if we need to and
the flexibility to change that
policy if we need to. Counties
have the option to field at
underage grades that are op-
tional in terms of the even
ages. Some counties will do
that. I think what we did today
will hopefully put a lot of that
unrest to bed.”

In his address on Saturday,
Horan said the GAA and GPA
need to work closer to allevi-
ate the burden on inter-county
players as soon as they agree a
new funding deal. That should
be done before the summer.

“The desire of both parties
is to get it off the table and get
working together, to sort some
of the other issues that can
only be solved really if we get
together,” he said.

“We will be putting a group
together here between our
communications and market-
ing, sponsorship, and media.
We will put a package together
on that in the next fortnight or
three weeks, and then you will
see it rolling out.”

There was some success for
the GAA in convincing coun-
ties that there has to be some
uniformity in terms of age
grades.

“ I t  g ets  s i m pler  a f ter
today,” said GAA director
general Tom Ryan. “It’s funny
— the call all the time is for us
to bring clarity, but if it is not
the clarity, one particular
county wants it poses another
difficulty.

“What we have now is we
have a policy in place, we have

tu res  rev iew  tas k- forc e
member) was trying to make
was it (moving to spring) was
going to free up players. I saw
it myself in my own club and
Tyrone where clubs were deci-
mated with having so many
players tied up between the
senior and U20 panel,” he said.

“Unfortunately, we have too
many things woven into the
calendar and everybody feels
very sacrosanct about their
own patch.”

As 16 teams in Division 2
and 3 are busy trying to avoid
the newly-named Tailteann
Cup (second-tier football
championship), Horan con-
firmed that work will begin
shortly on persuading coun-
ties that it is a competition
worth winning.

As his U20s were in Ulster
semi-final action against An-
trim on Saturday, Tyrone del-
egate Benny Hurl had queried
what was the real reason for
the switch — costs, as it was
initially claimed, or giving
more space to the clubs in the
summer and avoiding clashes
with early-summer examin-
ations.

Mayo chairman Liam Moff-
att highlighted how his county
and Galway’s U20s had to play
their Connacht game in “ter-
rible weather”.

Expected to be debated
again at Special Congress in
September, Horan agreed the
ch am pions h i p  w i l l  b e  a
summer competition again.

“It has to now. The argu-
ment Conor O’Donoghue (fix-

John Fogarty

The U20 All-Ireland Football
Championship is expected to
revert to a summer start in
2021, GAA president John
Horan has admitted.

Plans to put early-year
deadlines on the U20 competi-
tion, the Sigerson and Fitzgib-
bon Cups, as well as the post-
primary championships were
deferred for further consider-
ation after a plea by GAA
president Nickey Brennan.

With speakers from Tyrone,
Mayo, and Tipperary speak-
ing against the motion to stage
the All-Ireland U20 FC in Feb-
ruary and March, it appeared
the proposal was on its way to
a defeat, despite the competi-
tion being rescheduled.
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Arteta feeling pinch of Champions League exile
“We’ll have a very clear

plan of what wewant to do and
depending where we are we
have to act like this.”
For his part, Kenny Jackett

hopes a “mouthwatering” FA
Cup clashwith Arsenal will be
the start of many more nights
in the national spotlight for re-
surgent Portsmouth.
“If you’re looking at the ups

and downs of Portsmouth,
they’ve had a lot of highs, FA
Cup winners, but then spent
four years in League Two and
before that administration
where they did really well to
be able to climb out,” said
Jackett.
“We want to try and get

back, and get back into the
upper echelons of the pyra-
mid, definitely, if we can. But
Monday night, there will be a
national focus on us and that
will be great, and hopefully we
can have many more.”

Arsenal announced finan-
cial losses for 2018/19, the first
time they have done so since
2002, and Arteta said there
was now no margin for error
to make mistakes with the
money the club can invest.
“I think the damage caused

by the club not being in the
Champions League for the
third season is really big,” he
added.
“Financially the impact is

enormous because the struc-
ture of this club is built to be in
the Champions League and
you can sustain that for one
year or two, but then after you
have to start making deci-
sions.
“So we will have to make

decisions one way or the other
depending on the scenario we
find ourselves, whether we
are in the Champions League,
Europa League or nowhere
near that.

Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang
and Alexandre Lacazette.
“I think it is a no-brainer,”

Arteta replied when asked if it
was easier to get players to
sign when Champions League
football was on offer.
“Every player in the world

wants to play Champions
League and, if you talk about
having this option on the
table, players are in a much
more open way to join this
club or to renew their contract
or to convince anybody be-
cause we want to be in that
competition.
“It will be difficult but this

is the situation we are in now.
We’ve been in that situation
because we haven’t performed
as well as the other top four
clubs have been doing.
“That’s the reality and we

have to face that reality face to
face and try to make the best
decisions.”

possibility of no European
football at all next year and
the financial ramifications
that would entail.
A shock defeat to Olympia-

cos in the Europa League last
32 has closed off one route to a
Champions League return,
while they sit 10th in the Pre-
mier League.
Manchester City’s appear-

ance in the Carabao Cup final
meant Arsenal did not have a
league game this weekend but
instead head to Portsmouth
tonight for an FA Cup fifth-
round clash.
Winning a record 14th FA

Cup could now present the
best way for Arteta to qualify
for Europe as it offers a place
in the Europa League.
But the 37-year-old knows

the lure of Champions League
football is important not only
to bring in new faces but also
keep hold of key talent like

Arsenal head coach Mikel Ar-
teta admits it is a “no-brainer”
that the club will struggle to
attract top players if they fail
to qualify for the Champions
League for a fourth successive
season.
The Gunners face the real

Wolves
bite back
against
Spurs

Sicilians say that revenge is a
dish best served cold, and on
what was a chilly afternoon in
North London, this was es-
pecially satisfying for Wolves,
who had lost in a feisty Moli-
neux meeting with Spurs be-
fore Christmas. Yesterday
they turned the tables and
moved ahead of Tottenham in
the race for a Champions
League place.
Wolves had to do it the hard

way, coming from behind
twice as Ireland’s Matt Doher-
ty scored one and made an-
other for Diogo Jota, who in
turn set up the winner for
Raul Jiminez.
The Mexican marksman

has now scored 22 goals this
season, while Spurs have had
their attacking threat halved
with the loss of Harry Kane
and Heung Min Son to injury.
But they still had enough

chances to put this game to

take care of, and will get a real
opportunity at the right mo-
ment, whenwe feel it is right.”
NunoEspirito Santowas de-

lighted with the way his side
fought back.
“It was a tough game. Tot-

tenham started much better
than us, but I was pleasedwith
the way we finished,” he said.
The only blemish forWolves

was news that Traore suffered
a slight dislocation of the
shoulder for the third time
this season.
“He’s a strong boy, but it is a

lot of pain, and he suffers like
everybody else,” said Santo.
TOTTENHAM (5-1-1): Gazzaniga 7;
Sanchez 6, Dier 6, Tanganga 6 (Ndom-
bele 76); Aurier 7 (Gedson Fernandes
82) Lo Celso 7Winks 7 Moura 6 Davies 6
(Parrott 86); Dele 6; Bergwijn 6
WOLVES (3-4-2-1): Rui Patricio 7; Boly
6 Coady 7 Saiss 6; Doherty 7Moutinho 7
Neves 7 Vinagre 6; Traore 8 (Neto 75)
Jota 8 (Dendoncker 78); Jiminez 7 (Po-
dence 89)
Referee: Stuart Atwell.

Jota then turned supplier,
with a surging run down the
left touchline, evading two
challenges before cutting in-
side and finding Jiminez with
a perfect pass.
The Mexican showed great

composure to draw a sliding
challenge from Japhet Tan-
ganga, before turning inside
and placing his left-footed shot
past Gazzaniga.
Mourinho finally sent on

substitutes, including Irish
teenager Troy Parrot, the
club’s only fit centre-forward.
Parrott’s arrival, five min-

utes from the end, brought a
huge roar from home sup-
porters, but he could not find a
way through, and Mourinho
insisted afterwards he is still
not ready for a proper chance
in the team.
“He is a good kid, a good tal-

ent, one that needs help on
and off the pitch,” he said.
“He’s a kid we are going to

But Spurs regained the lead
on the stroke of half time. Alli
led a quick break and played
in Serge Aurier, who cut in-
side Vinaigre and hit a power-
ful shot past Patricio into the
far corner of the goal.
Tottenham should have

wrapped up the points at the
start of the second half, but Lo
Celso hit a weak shot from a
good position and Alli headed
a deep cross from Davies wide
of the far post.
But Wolves once again

showed their fighting spirit,
and equalised in the 57th min-
ute. Adama Traore, their most
threatening player, started to
make his trademark surging
runs through the middle, and
he shrugged off two opponents
before laying the ball out to
Doherty on the right. The
Irishman’s low cross was per-
fect, and Jota had the simple
task of running the ball over
the line from close range.

bed, and while Jose Mourinho
said he could not fault his
players’ fighting spirit, he
questioned their mentality
and bemoaned a lack of ruth-
lessness.
“I cannot complain about

the players’ spirit, about their
fighting. I can complain about
some psychological character-
istics — that is something not
easy to change,” he said.
“They (Wolves) did what

they have to do to win a game.
They have the correct mental-
ity,” he added, suggesting a
level of cynicism that his own
players lack.
“I think we were punished,

not just today on their second
and third goals, but for quite a
long time because we don’t
have that aggression, that
ruthlessness. I think we are
too good, too nice. And that
was the only thing thatmade a
difference in the game.”
Yet it started well for Spurs,

who took the lead in the 13th
minute when Steven Bergwijn
scored from close range after
Rui Patricio had saved Dele
Alli’s first-time sidefoot.
Wolves did not waste time

responding, however. Jota
went close with two long-
range shots before they equal-
ised in the 27th minute. Ruben
Vinagre made a driving run
from left-back to fire in a low
cross, and Ben Davies could
only stop the ball to set up Do-
herty for a straightforward
shot through the legs of Paulo
Gazzaniga, playing in place of
the injured Hugo Lloris.

Diogo Jota celebrates with Matt Doherty after scoring Wolves’ second goal against Spurs. Tottenham boss
Jose Mourinho later bemoaned his side’s mentality, saying they were ‘too nice’. Picture: Daniel Leal-Olivas

Chelsea going
all-out to beat
Liverpool in
FA Cup clash
Nick Purewal

Frank Lampard has vowed to
field a full-strength Chelsea
line-up in tomorrow’s FA Cup
match with Liverpool.
The Blues boss insisted he

will resist any temptation to
prioritise the Premier League
and the fight for Champions
League qualification when the
Reds pitch up at Stamford
Bridge.
Chelsea could be without

Ruben Loftus-Cheek, Tammy
Abraham, Callum Hudson-
Odoi , N’Golo Kante , and
Christian Pulisic for the fifth-
round cup encounter, but that
will not twist Lampard’s arm
into making changes.
Asked if he could rotate his

players given the congested
fixture list, Lampard said:
“Cement and go for victory.
It’s Liverpool, our fans are
coming in the FA Cup to try to
overturn the best team in the
land,” he said.
“It doesn’t mean I might not

change a couple of people.
There might be something for
freshness of legs or a couple of
different options, but I won’t
pick a team to casually give
minutes … (I’ll) treat it like I
would any Premier League
game.”
Loftus-Cheek is likely to fea-

ture for Chelsea’s U23s to-
night. The England midfielder
was an unused replacement in
Saturday’s 2 -2 Premier
League draw at Bournemouth
as he continues on the come-
back trai l fo l lowing his
achilles surgery.
Lampard expects winger

Hudson-Odoi to miss the
Liverpool game, but the 19-
year-old could recover from
his hamstring complaint in
time for Sunday’s Premier
League meeting with Everton.
There is, however, no prog-

nosis on a return for either
striker Abraham from his nig-
gling ankle problem, or Pu-
lisic from his lengthy adduc-
tor injury.
“Callum I am hoping will be

back for next weekend,”
Lampard said. “Christian is
the same as Tammy— there is
no clear answer.”
Marcos Alonso’s brace sal-

vaged a 2-2 draw at Bournem-
outh on Saturday for the
fourth-placed Blues.
Jorginho’s yellow card at

the Vitality Stadium means
the Italy midfielder will now
miss the league matches
against Everton and Aston
Villa through suspension. al-
though he can play against
Liverpool.
Lampard remains confi-

dent, however, that the Blues
have the resources to cope
with Jorginho’s impending
absence, albeit coupled with
fellow defensive midfielder
Kante’s knee injury.
Asked if Jorginho’s suspen-

sion will cause problems,
Lampard said: “Yeah, but
we’ll work around it. We’ll
have to. We have players who
can do it. Mateo Kovacic fin-
ished in the holding role, Ross
Barkley, Mason Mount, Billy
Gilmour … That will be the
solution and it might open op-
portunities for other players.”

Premier League

Tottenham .............. 2
Bergwijn 13, Aurier 45

Wolves ................... 3
Doherty 27, Jota 57, Jimenez 73

Gerry Cox
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium

Portsmouth v Arsenal
Tonight: Fratton Park, 7.45pm
TV: BT Sport 1
Referee: Mike Dean
Betting: Portsmouth 13/2, Arsenal 1/3,
Draw 4/1

FA Cup fifth round

Mark Mann-Bryans
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Liverpool’s ‘wake-up call’

followed up by a popular
finish from captain Deeney.

Sarr’s only disappointment
was that he was withdrawn
before he could complete the
hat-trick he craved.

French team-mate Abdou-
laye Doucoure described Sarr
as a shy, private young man
compared to his confident on
pitch persona and Deeney said
he will ensure his fellow for-
ward does not get carried
away by this success.

“He was good today and you
can’t replicate that pace and
power. He cost £40m for a rea-
son. He’s a really good player,
he’s got a lot to learn and still
got room to grow. This is what
Watford do. We buy players of
potential.

“We did it with Richarlison
and people of that ilk.

“Hopefully he continues to
learn and get better, but it’s
his first season in English
football and he’s taken to it
like a duck to water.

“But we don’t get an extra
point for beating Liverpool or
get out of the bottom three.
There’s ten games and we’ve
got to graft away.

“I won’t look at this game in
two month’s time if we’re rel-
egated and go ‘oh, remember
that game against Liverpool”

WATFORD: Foster 7, Femenia 7, Kaba-
sele 7, Cathcart 7, Masina 7, Hughes 7,
Capoue7, Sarr 9 (Pussetto 82), Dou-
coure 8 (Chalobah 89), Deulofeu 7 (Per-
eyra 37), Deeney 8.

LIVERPOOL: Alisson 6, Alexander-Ar-
nold 6, Lovren 4, Van Dijk 5, Robertson
6, Oxlade-Chamberlain 5(Origi 65), Fa-
binho 5, Wijnaldum 5(Lallana 61), Salah
5, Firmino 5 (Minamino 79), Mane 6.

Referee: Michael Oliver.

knows we are missing some-
thing.

“I think it is about the ag-
gression when we lose the ball
and recovering the ball as
quickly as possible.

“We deserved to lose. Maybe
it is a wake-up call for us.”

Lovren’s own performance
could mean a return for Joe
Gomez at Stamford Bridge,
but none of that will interest
Watford fans , who have
unearthed a genuine new star
in Sarr.

The Senegalese striker
could have been on the scores-
heet before his two well-taken
second half goals, which were

looked particularly unsettled
by their pace and power.
Lovren, who made his first
Premier League start since
December 7 for the injured Joe
Gomez, was man enough to
admit “This is a wake-up call.
The last couple of games
haven’t been the best perform-
ances but we won.

“This one, it didn’t happen.
This one was like someone hit
us in our faces — and we
deserved it.”

The Croatian international
agreed Liverpool have lacked
their customary edge since
the recent winter break and
added: “I think the manager

react in this way or that. We
have to show it in the next
games.”

This was not Liverpool at
their best for, if anything, they
played with the arrogance of a
side that expected to win and
for relegation threatened
Watford to roll over.

Nigel Pearson’s side, win-
less in their previous five
matches, did nothing of the
sort and three second-half
goals were the least they
deserved with goalscorers
Ismaila Sarr and captain Troy
Deeney too hot to handle.

Central defenders Virgil
van Dijk and Dejan Lovren

it. The reaction is what you
can hope for. We shall see in
the next games.

“Nothing has changed. But
of course sometimes a little
knock is important.

“So I don’t see anything
negative in it. From time to
t ime i f you are not good
enough you need to see affect.
What happens then? You rest-
art.

“Maybe the longer the run
goes maybe it becomes more
important. But I didn’t see
that. Now it is over. We can
start again with whatever we
did before. And we will.

“We cannot say now we will

There was almost a sense of
re l ie f in defeat in the
Liverpool camp.

The pressure to win every
match, break records and
emulate Arsenal’s Invincibles
had been taking a toll. Now
Jurgen Klopp says he can
reboot, reset and, to quote the
irritating rallying call he
favours: ‘Go again!’

And in tomorrow night’s FA
Cup tie at Chelsea , the
Liverpool manager has the
perfect way to test how his
players will respond to their
first Premier League defeat of
the season.

The reaction at Watford was
nothing if not dignified and all
the indications, speaking to
those involved, are that
Chelsea could be on the
receiving end as Liverpool bid
to prove they are still the best
side in England.

They are, after all, still 22
points clear and only four
wins away from being
crowned Premier League
champions.

Klopp agreed “a kick up the
backside” could be positive in
his quest to add domestic and
European cup successes to
their first Premier League
title in 30 years and said:

“It is not as if none of us has
just lost for the first time in
our lives. We know how it
feels.

“Still you don’t want to have

WAT A MOMENT: Ismaila Sarr races away in delight after scoring Watford’s second goal against Liverpool during the Premier League clash at
Vicarage Road on Saturday. Sarr had earlier scored the opening goal for the Hornets. Picture: Richard Heathcote/Getty Images

People would rather die than see us win league
two of our goals. He was al-
ready getting a lesson from
Deulofeu before his awful in-
jury (he may be ex-Everton,
but I’m not a savage).

What’s rotten is that just
like at Norwich they were
warned in the first half but
this time there would be no
knuckling down, just buck-
ling under.

Is complacency under-
standable? Is the gap so big
no-one need be too concerned
yet? Yes , he said twice
through gritted teeth.

Some of us have the kind of
personality that sees no
beauty anywhere, just dirt
and derangement. I freely
admit there’s a roleplay el-
ement to that, but even the
cockier fans must be slightly
concerned.

Embrace the dark side
(cackles maniacally).

with Liverpool’s non-title
may be swiftly demoted to the
bottom of the problem pile.

It’s already beginning to
happen in Italy, so don’t
mock.

It all made events in Wat-
ford somewhat irrelevant.
When not one player shows
up, just take your medicine
and hope to move on.

It’s tempting to single out
Lovren, s ince he ’s the
hardened criminal always
lurking at the scene. This
time, I’ll be charitable and
say it was a complete coinci-
dence, scout’s honour, guv.

Van Dijk was in suicidal
autopilot mode and Trent’s
inability to defend can’t be
camouflaged by crosses
forever. Even Moyes sussed it
out, although afterwards
there was only fulsome praise
because of involvement in

done, presumably before
water levels sweep every-
thing away or the virus takes
us.

It’s weird the number of
people who would rather die
than see Liverpool win the
league. Banter? Hmmm, if
you say so.

We’ve already had ‘poor
league’ thrown at us, even in
a week when relegation can-
didates gave us three of our
hardest games all season.

Even English teams’ first-
leg droop in the Champions
League was used snarkily, be-
fore City themselves poured
cold water over that non-
sense. Ah, Senor Ramos; cold
revenge does indeed taste
sweeter.

If the nation does grind to a
halt and curtail all football
activity, I’d hazard a guess
that pleasure/displeasure

youth. There were mitigating
factors for that, obviously…
It was funny to hear them
change tune (almost literally)
to “champions of the world”
immediate ly af ter the
Hammers ’ equal iser , as
though this amorphous blob
of fan suddenly realised it
had rattled Fortuna’s cage
and needed to backtrack
pronto. She’s been around a
lot longer than us. You should
never take the piss.

All was well eventually,
which I’m saying after every
win now. Performance and
style have been abandoned in
the tawdry haste to get things

did in a way, but that doesn’t
count of course. Never does,
does it?

Defeat in Madrid was
interesting, particularly the
notion Diego had “sussed us
out”.

It’s not the way Liverpool
would approach a first leg tie
at home, but no use bitching
about that.

A surprising number of
people think it’s already over.
It hasn’t even been 12 months
since Barcelona.

Liverpool weren’t much
better against West Ham, and
signs of complacency are
there. A team struggling so
much should not be equalis-
ing so quickly.

I’m stood on the Kop, winc-
ing at the raucous strains of
“we’re gonna win the league”
all around me. I don’t know
why; it was sung a lot in my

Look, they’re going to make
this 10 times harder than it
needed to be.

You know it, I know it.
Deep down, we’ve always
known it. Sit back and strap
in, there isn’t a damn thing
you can do.

Relax, enjoy the fruits of
the winter break. Two de-
feats, maybe would have been
three but for Fabianski. I sup-
pose the spotlight is always
on Klopp because he’s been
the poster boy for it since he
came here.

But we’ve still got injuries,
still look like we’re trying to
conserve energy in games
that haven’t been decided yet.
The Norwich and West Ham
performances were hardly
impressive, regardless of
points.

So no, we won’t be going an
entire season unbeaten. We

Premier League

Watford .................. 3
Sarr 54, 60, Deeney 72

Liverpool................ 0

Nick Callow
Vicarage Road

Did you know?

Liverpool’s defeat was the heaviest
suffered by a team top of the
top-flight table against an oppo-
nent in the relegation zone since
Leicester beat Manchester United
3-0 on November 23 1985.

Terrace Talk
Steven Kelly
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PAT’S CHAT

Pat Fenlon advised Shamrock
Rovers not to panic after Patrick
Hoban put Dundalk in front:

“Rovers are still well in the game,
they’ve just got to get back into
it…”

RADIO RENTAL

Heard on Talksport this week:

“Three players are about to be
induced into the new Premier
League Hall of Fame.”

“Dele Alli didn’t look happy getting
pulled off by Jose Mourinho.”

TWEET @dangerhere

fusion, Paul Merson described
Sébastien Haller’s goal against
Southampton as:
“A big, big football goal.”

THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY
Paul Merson refuses to count
Łukasz Fabiański’s blunder
against Liverpool:
“He could have saved that a
hundred out of a hundred times.”

HARSH BUT FAIR
Newcomer Neil Warnock got a
warm welcome to Soccer Satur-
day.
Warnock: “I don’t understand
football anymore…”
Paul Merson: “Yeah, that’s why
you’re sat here.”

FLIGHT MODE
Jeff Stelling’s description of the
‘derby’ between Brighton and
Crystal Palace, 41 miles apart:
“El Gatwicko...”

NATURE CALLS
Kenny Cunningham adjudi-
cates:
“That kind of natural understand-
ing doesn’t develop naturally.”

WAYNE’S WORLD
All roads eventually lead back to
one place for the Toronto Star,
even COVID-19:
“The Gretzky of viruses…”

MERSE CODE
In case there should be any con-

“Vinicius onto it like Dracula onto
a plate of liver.”
Other choice cuts: “Benzema
peels away from Umtiti like tissue
on a toilet roll.”
“Little Isco rises like a salmon out
of a summer stream.”
“... like a kangaroo off a spring-
board.”

JACK THE LAD
Speaking of his son’s grounding
in the Gah in The Athletic, Jack
Grealish’s father Kevin broke
into an impressive flourish of
pure football pluraleese:
“It was a summer sport, Gaelic,
and he’d play that non-stop. He
didn’t care about your crickets or
rugbys.”

Jane Mangan’s fond farewell to
Un De Sceaux:
“He went out with his armour on
his sleeve.”

MAKING A MEAL OF IT

Ray Hudson wasn’t impressed
with how last night’s Clasico
started:
“Sloppier than a soup sandwich.”
But he was happy enough to
tuck into the main course:

CHANCING HIS ARM
Steve McManaman: “It won’t go
down as a chance, but what an
opportunity.”

SCREENWRITER’S GUILD AWARD
For a good while now, the
behind-the-scenes geniuses at
Virgin Media Sport have
elevated the neglected art of TV
caption-writing to something of
an art form. But there have been
few better examples of the trade
than last Tuesday’s effort while
Brian Kerr was holding court on
stylish Lyon midfielder
Houssem Aouar:
“Go on Aouar that.”

FIGHTING TALK

Did winter break put
Liverpool off their stride?

Only the sharp contrast with
Liverpool’s typical brilliance
this season makes Saturday’s
defeat a shock.

We have grown accustomed
to Jurgen Klopp’s team find-
ing a way — any way — to pull
themselves over the line. To
lose their first league match
on the final day of February is
an astonishing achievement.

They are also a better team
(at least in the context of their
dominance) than Arsenal in
2003/04. They are still likely to
coast past 100 league points
this season, breaking a record
set by Manchester City that
we assumed would never be
surpassed.

A defeat or two will not take
the gloss off their majesty.
And yet shock loss at Vicarage
Road should cause some
disappointment.

There is something truly
historic about going an entire
league season unbeaten, and
Liverpool persuaded us that
they could match the record of
Arsenal’s Invincibles.

To pass up that opportunity
in such a limp manner will irk
Klopp and his players. They

result of a De Gea error. No
Premier League player has
been responsible for more this
season.

After the game, Ole Gunnar
Solskjaer, predictably, de-
fended his goalkeeper, but his
insistence that De Gea is still

the best in the world in his
position requires quite the

suspension of disbelief.
His form has tailed off

badly over the
last 18 months.

Dean Hen-
derson could
be the bene-
ficiary for
club and
country. His
loan deal
with Shef-
field United
ends this
summer. If
Manchester
United need
to raise
funds to
improve
their squad

in a number of positions, sell-
ing De Gea isn’t as unthink-
able as it once was.

Leicester in danger of
slipping back into the pack
Whilst the final table should
be the only evidence required
to judge the success of a
league season, the reality is a
little different.

A team that struggles in the
autumn before going on a
wondrous run to achieve a
surprise Champions League
place will always be judged
differently to one that flies out
of the blocks before stuttering
and staggering to the same
league position.

No Leicester supporter
would have been disappointed
with finishing sixth at the
start of the season. European
qualification was a cause for
potential celebration in Bren-
dan Rodgers’ first season, the
first time in four years that
the Big Six had been broken
up. Leicester are still almost
certain to do so with a smaller

wage budget and having spent
less money than the financial
elite below them.

But Leicester and Rodgers
are in a pickle. Defeat at Nor-
wich on Friday night could be
explained away by the ab-
sence of Youri Tielemans and
Jamie Vardy, but this type of
lethargic performance is in
danger of becoming the new
norm. Since beating Aston
Villa on December 8, Leicester
have taken 12 points from
their last 12 league games.
They haven’t scored for
almost 300 minutes.

After that Villa win,
Leicester were in second place
and 14 points clear of fifth.
They may have only dropped
to third, but that gap is now
down to six points. Rodgers’
side must click back into form
to avoid being pulled back into
the chasing pack.

West Ham push on with their
Anfield intent
Against Manchester City last
month, David Moyes sacri-
ficed any chance of victory by
picking a defensive team and
never trying to score, even
after City scored.

West Ham might have lost at
Anfield last Monday, but they

showed plenty enough attack-
ing intent to convince Moyes
that this must be their strat-
egy if they are to get out of
trouble.

They are not good enough
defensively to sit back and
close out matches. Moyes’
attacking plan worked against
Southampton.

He picked four attacking
players and saw three of them
(Michail Antonio, Jarrod
Bowen, and Sebastien Haller)
score, while the other (Pablo
Fornals) created two.

West Ham had 33% pos-
session but seven shots on
target compared to Southamp-
ton’s two. Here was proof that
ceding the ball does not mean
blunting your own attacking
ambition.

With home games against
Aston Villa, Watford, and
Burnley to come before the
end of the season, Moyes must
now keep the faith. Bowen can
get the best out of Haller, For-
nals can service both, and
Antonio offers a unique
directness with the ball at his
feet and a desire to run beyond
the last man. This has to be
the start of a sustainable
improvement rather than just
another false dawn.

were outplayed by Watford,
managing just a single shot on
target.

The interesting question is
whether the winter break put
Liverpool off their stride.
Common wisdom suggests
that accumulated fatigue acts
as a handbrake on a high-
performing team, but under
Klopp, Liverpool seem hap-
pier when playing regularly.

It is as if the team spirit and
confidence that comes from
winning overshadows any
concerns about fatigue. As so
many former players
say, you just don’t
feel tired when
you’re in form.

Solskjaer praise
will not deflect
De Gea criticism
Man United’s 1-1 draw
at Goodison can be distil-
led as the travails of two
goalkeepers.

England manager
Gareth Southgate was
present to check up on Jor-
dan Pickford. His current
No 1 should have done far
better with Bruno Fern-
andes’ equaliser.

At the other end,
David de Gea has his
own problems. He
dallied on the ball
and then aimed
his clearance
straight at
Dominic
Calvert-
Lewin. It was
the seventh goal United
have conceded as a

Jurgen Klopp consoles Andy Robertson after Liverpool’s defeat to Watford in the Premier League on Saturday. After winning all but one of their
league matches this season, the Anfield club managed just a single shot on target against the relegation strugglers. Picture: Justin Tallis

Liverpool
didn’t need
a break
from
winning

Manchester United’s David de Gea reacts after his
mistake against Everton at Goodison yesterday.

Picture: Paul Ellis

Daniel
Storey
Weekend
review
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Lennon delights in Celtic’s domestic bliss
way. They didn’t have much
time to dwell on it.

“It was only a couple of min-
utes in the game on Thursday
that they let themselves down,
a couple of basic mistakes.

“I didn’t think we got what
we deserved on Thursday, I
thought we were the better
team.

Rangers, meanwhile, were
brought crashing back down
from their continental high as
Hear ts ’ Ol iver Bozanic
dumped Steven Gerrard’s
team out of theCup.

The Ibrox outfit were hop-
ing Wednesday’s stunning Eu-
ropa League win over Braga
would spark a turnaround in
domestic fortunes.

But instead they face
another trophyless season un-
less they can battle through
from the last 16 in Europe
after Bozanic handed Daniel
Stendel’s Ladbrokes Premier-
ship basement boys a shock
1-0 win at Tynecastle.

said: “That’s 34 undefeated
and that’s amazing.

“It can go at any time so
they want to keep it running
as long as they can and they
are coming up against all sorts
of opposition and they’re deal-
ing with it.

“They’ve faced some
difficult opposition — and
today was difficult, mentally
and physically after Thurs-
day.

“They have picked them-
selves up again on a really
heavy pitch and came through
it unscathed, hopefully.”

Lennon was referring to
Celtic’s Europa League last-32
exit at the hands of FC Copen-
hagen on Thursday night,
with the Hoops going out 4-2
on aggregate after losing 3-1 at
Parkhead.

The former Celtic captain
praised his side for respond-
ing positively to the bitter
European blow.

He said: “They are good that

Scottish Cup

Ronnie Esplin

Neil Lennon hailed Celtic’s
“amazing” domest ic cup
record after yesterday’s 1-0
win over St Johnstone set up a
William Hill Scottish Cup
semi-final against Aberdeen.

The treble treble winners,
who have captured the last 10
trophies in Scotland, had to
thank attacker Ryan Christie
for his whipped-in free-kick in
the 81st minute at McDiarmid
Park which went past Saints
keeper Zander Clark.

It was Celtic’s 34th success-
ive victory in domestic cup
competitions and they were
rewarded with a match
against the Dons, with Hearts
taking on Edinburgh rivals
Hibernian in the other
semi-final.

When asked about the re-
lentless mentality of Celtic in
cup competitions, Lennon

Lethal Leeds close gap on Baggies
Danny Graham from the pen-
alty spot, before Johnson’s
late intervention meant it fin-
ished 2-2.

Barnsley are above the bot-
tom-placed Hatters on goal
difference after a 2-0 defeat at
Reading, who moved eight
points clear of the relegation
zone after goals from Yakou
Meiteand George Puscas.

Huddersf ield improved
their survival hopes with a
stylish 4-0 defeat of Charlton.
Karlan Grant scored twice
against his former club, with
Steve Mounie and Juninho
Bacuna getting the others.

Scott Hogan scored twice to
earn Birmingham a 2-2 draw
at QPR. The on-loan Aston
Villa striker gave the visitors
the lead in the 24th minute at
Loftus Road and earned them
a point nine minutes from
time after goals from Marc
Pugh and Jordan Hugill had
turned things around in the
home side’s favour.

bottom three at the expense of
Middlesbrough.

Third-placed Fulham kept
in touch with a 2-0 home de-
feat of Preston, with David
Nugent’s 58th-minute own
goal separating the teams
until Aboubakar Kamara’s
strike in added time.

Luton salvaged a 1-1 draw
with fellow strugglers Stoke
thanks to James Collins’ late
penalty, after Sam Vokes had
given the visitors the lead
after nine minutes.

Blackburn also earned a
home point with a goal in
added time, courtesy of Brad-
ley Johnson.

Sam Gallagher gave Rovers
a 25th-minute advantage at
Ewood Park, but opponents
Swansea hit back with goals
from on-loan Liverpool striker
Rhian Brewster on 45 minutes
and Andre Ayew’s penalty in
the 48th minute.

Freddie Woodman denied
former Swans frontman

Championship

Dylan King

Leeds coped without sus-
pended goalkeeper Kiko Casil-
la as they won 4-0 at Hull to
move within a point of the Sky
Bet Championship summit.

The Spaniard had been
banned for eight games by an
FA disciplinary commission
for racially abusing Charl-
ton’s Jonathan Leko during a
match in September.

Stand-in keeper Illan Mes-
lier was rarely troubled by
Hull and goals from Luke Ayl-
ing and Pablo Hernandez plus
substitute Tyler Roberts’ late
brace made it four wins in a
row for Leeds.

West Brom remain top of
the table despite a frustrating
day at The Hawthorns, losing
1-0 at home to relegation-
threatened Wigan — Sam
Morsy’s 73rd-minute goal
moving the Latics out of the

Junior
proves
unlikely
Real hero

Teenager Vinicius Junior was
the unlikely matchwinner,
and substitute Mariano Diaz
added the clincher, as Real
Madrid returned to the top of
the LaLiga table with 2-0
Clasico victory over Barce-
lona at the Estadio Santiago
Bernabeu last night.

The decisive moment of a
Clasico not at the standard of
some recent clashes between
the two Primera Division
giants came with 20 minutes
remaining when Vinicius’
cross-shot was diverted past
Barca goalkeeper Marc Andre
Ter Stegen by the outstretched
toe of defender Gerard Pique.

Barca’s recent emergency
signing Martin Braithwaite —
who had almost opened the
scoring moments earlier —
was caught out as the young
Brazilian sprinted into space

the highest quality Spanish
title race of recent years, but it
is now likely to go right down
to the wire.
REAL MADRID: Thibaut Courtois 8;
Dani Carvajal 7, Raphael Varane 7, Ser-
gio Ramos 6, Marcelo 7; Fede Valverde
7, Casemiro 6, Toni Kroos 9, Isco 7;
Karim Benzema 7, Vinicius Junior 8.
Subs: Luka Modric 6, Lucas Vazquez 6,
Mariano Diaz 7
BARCELONA: Marc Andre Ter Stegen
8; Ruben Semedo 6, Gerard Pique 7,
Samuel Umtiti 6, Jordi Alba 6; Arturo
Vidal 5, Sergio Busquets 7, Arthur Melo
6, Frenkie De Jong 7; Leo Messi 6, Anto-
ine Griezmann 6.
Subs Martin Braithwaite 5, Ivan Rakitic 6,
Ansu Fati 6.
Referee: Antonio Miguel Mateu Lahoz

During the final stages Vini-
cius was denied again by Ter
Stegen, and was roaring the
home fans on to make even
more noise, and being re-
warded with a big cheer. The
19-year-old, signed for €45m in
summer 2018, still has a lot to
learn, and may or may not go
on to achieve galactico status,
but this was his night.

A second goal in added time
by substitute Mariano, in his
first LaLiga minute of the sea-
son, made the victory safe.

Madrid moved back on top,
with a one point advantage
over Barca. This may not be

Messi’s frustration was then
shown when he was booked
for a hack at Madrid mid-
fielder Casemiro.

The Bernabeu enjoyed that
moment a lot, and it did seem
that the home players had
shown greater intensity and
desire when the game was
there to be won. Zidane’s team
knew their whole season was
on the line — with their last
three home games having
been defeats in three different
compet i t ions , including
Tuesday’s 2-1 Champions
League reverse against Man-
chester City.

Braithwaite almost scored
with his first Clasico touch,
but hewas denied by Courtois.
And soon afterwards the Den-
mark international was in the
picture but taken out of the
game by the hugely influential
Kroos’ pass as Vinicius shot
found the net for 1-0.

Madrid then got away with
it when the home centre-backs
allowed all-time Clasico tops-
corer Messi acres to gallop
into behind, but Marcelo — a
surprise choice at left-back by
Zidane — just about got back
to cover. A frustrated figure in
the second half in particular,

down Barca’s right hand side,
and got the break that his
team’s greater pressure and
intensity in the second half de-
served.

The opening stages had
been quite cagey — not a huge
surprise given former Madrid
coach turned Spanish media
pundit Jorge Valdano’s claim
pre-game that the two teams
were “hobbling” through this
stage of the season.

It then grew quite stretched
— with chances at either end.
Madrid’s Karim Benzema and
Toni Kroos shot too high,
while Barca’s Arthur Melo
and Lionel Messi were denied
by home goalkeeper Thibaut
Courtois, and Antoine Griez-
mann fired over from near the
penalty spot.

The quite exciting end to
end nature of the play was
most likely against the plans
of either Zinedine Zidane and
Quique Setien, but neither
team were able to exert the
control over the play that
their coaches desired.

Perhaps due to their greater
need for the victory — as
pointed out by Setien pre-
game—Madrid began to press
forward more after the break.

Barca keeper Marc Andre
Ter Stegen went full length to
f inger t ip an Isco curler
around the post, while Pique
cleared of f the line after
the diminut ive Madrid
midfielder’s header had just
beaten the German keeper.

THE CLINCHER: Mariano Diaz scores Real Madrid’s second goal past Marc-Andre Ter Stegen despite the challenge of Samuel Umtiti during last
night’s LaLiga match against Barcelona at Estadio Santiago Bernabeu. Picture: Gonzalo Arroyo Moreno

LaLiga

Real Madrid ........... 2
Junior 71, Diaz 90

Barcelona............... 0

Dermot Corrigan
Santiago Bernabeu

F. C. B.F. C. B.



Bournemouth ... (0) 2 Chelsea................ (1) 2

Lerma 54 Alonso 33, 85

King 57 Att 10,667

Aston Villa.............. P Sheff Utd ................ P

(Postponed - new date to be confirmed.)

Brighton ............ (0) 0 Crystal Pal ........(0) 1

Att 30,124 Ayew 70

Newcastle ......... (0) 0 Burnley...............(0) 0

Att 52,219

Watford .............. (0) 3 Liverpool ............(0) 0

Sarr 54, 60 Att 21,634

Deeney 72

Norwich ............. (0) 1 Leicester ............(0) 0
Lewis 70 Att 27,010

West Ham.......... (2) 3 Southampton ..... (1) 1
Bowen 15 Obafemi 31
Haller 40, Antonio 54 Att 59,962

Yesterday

Everton ................(1) 1 Man Utd .............. (1) 1

Calvert-Lewin 3 Bruno Fernandes 31

Att 39,374

Tottenham......... (2) 2 Wolves ................. (1) 3

Bergwijn 13 Doherty 27

Aurier 45 Jota 57

Att 58,064 Jimenez 73

Yesterday
Aston Villa ..........(1) 1 Man City ............(2) 2
Samatta 41 Aguero 20
Att 82,145 Rodri 30
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Liverpool...........28 26 1 1 64 20 79
Man City ...........27 18 3 6 68 29 57
Leicester...........28 15 5 8 54 28 50
Chelsea .............28 13 6 9 47 39 45
Man Utd ............28 11 9 8 42 30 42
Wolverhampton .28 10 12 6 41 34 42
Tottenham ........28 11 7 10 46 39 40
Sheff Utd ..........27 10 10 7 29 25 40
Burnley .............28 11 5 12 33 39 38
Arsenal..............27 8 13 6 39 36 37
Everton .............28 10 7 11 37 42 37
Crystal Palace .28 9 9 10 25 32 36
Southampton...28 10 4 14 35 51 34
Newcastle.........28 8 8 12 24 41 32
Brighton............28 6 10 12 32 40 28
West Ham .........28 7 6 15 35 49 27
Watford .............28 6 9 13 27 43 27
Bournemouth...28 7 6 15 28 45 27
Aston Villa........27 7 4 16 34 52 25
Norwich.............28 5 6 17 25 51 21

Premier League

European Results
Serie A
AC Milan.................. P Genoa....................... P
Cagliari ................(1) 3 Roma...................(2) 4
Juventus ................. P Inter Milan.............. P
Lecce.................. (2) 2 Atalanta .............(2) 7
Parma....................... P SPAL........................ P
Sassuolo.................. P Brescia .................... P
Lazio .................. (2) 2 Bologna ..............(0) 0
Napoli...................(1) 2 Torino..................(0) 1
Udinese.................... P Fiorentina ............... P

La Liga
R Sociedad........ (0) 1 Valladolid ...........(0) 0
Ath Bilbao ......... (0) 1 Villarreal ............(0) 0
Espanyol..............(1) 1 Atletico Madrid (0) 1
Mallorca............. (0) 0 Getafe .................(0) 1
Real Madrid....... (0) 2 Barcelona...........(0) 0
Sevilla ................ (2) 3 Osasuna .............(0) 2
Eibar.....................(1) 3 Levante ..............(0) 0
Granada ............. (0) 0 Celta Vigo ..........(0) 0
Leganes ............. (0) 1 Alaves.................(0) 1
Valencia ............. (0) 2 Real Betis ..........(0) 1

Ligue 1
Nimes...................(1) 2 Marseille ............(2) 3
Bordeaux .............(1) 1 Nice .....................(0) 1
Lyon......................(1) 2 St Etienne .........(0) 0
Nantes ............... (0) 0 Lille .....................(0) 1
Amiens............... (0) 0 Metz ..................... (1) 1
Brest .................. (0) 0 Angers................. (1) 1
Monaco ................(1) 1 Reims..................(0) 1
Montpellier........ (0) 3 Strasbourg ........(0) 0
PSG.......................(1) 4 Dijon....................(0) 0
Toulouse ............ (0) 0 Rennes................. (1) 2

Bundesliga
F Dusseldorf......(3) 3 Hertha Berlin....(0) 3
RB Leipzig ..........(1) 1 B Leverksn ......... (1) 1
Union Berlin .......(1) 2 Wolfsburg...........(0) 2
W Bremen ............... P E Frankfurt............. P
Augsburg........... (0) 2 B M’gladbach ....(0) 3
Borussia D ..........(1) 1 Freiburg..............(0) 0
Cologne .............. (2) 3 Schalke 04 ........(0) 0
Hoffenheim ....... (0) 0 Byrn Munich......(4) 6
Mainz.................. (2) 2 Paderborn ..........(0) 0

AFC Bournemouth 07/03-h, Everton 16/03-a,
Man Utd 08/03-a, Burnley 14/03-h,
Aston Villa 09/03-h, Watford 14/03-a,
Everton 08/03-h, Aston Villa 14/03-a,
Man City 08/03-h, Tottenham 15/03-a,
Brighton 07/03-h, West Ham 15/03-a,
Burnley 07/03-a, Man Utd 15/03-h,
Norwich 07/03-h, Newcastle 14/03-a,
Tottenham 07/03-h, Man City 14/03-a,
West Ham 07/03-h, Brighton 14/03-a,
Chelsea 08/03-a, Liverpool 16/03-h,
Watford 07/03-h, Bournemouth 14/03-a,
Newcastle 07/03-h, Norwich 14/03-a,
Southampton 07/03-a, Sheff Utd 14/03-h,
Wolverhampton 07/03-a, Arsenal 14/03-h,
Arsenal 07/03-a, Wolverhampton 15/03-h,
Crystal Palace 07/03-a, Leicester 14/03-h,
Liverpool 07/03-a, Crystal Palace 14/03-h,
Leicester 09/03-a, Chelsea 14/03-h,
Sheff Utd 07/03-a, Southampton 14/03-h

Next League MatchesP W D L F A Pts

Kick off 7.45 unless stated

Today
EMIRATES FA CUP - FIFTH ROUND
Portsmouth v Arsenal.
SKY BET CHAMPIONSHIP
Middlesbrough v Nottm Forest.
Tuesday 3 March
EMIRATES FA CUP - FIFTH ROUND
Chelsea v Liverpool, Reading v Sheff Utd
(8.00), West Brom v Newcastle (8.00).
SKY BET LEAGUE ONE
Ipswich v Fleetwood Town.
SKY BET LEAGUE TWO
Exeter v Crewe, Plymouth v Grimsby,
Swindon v Scunthorpe.
LADBROKES SCOTTISH PREMIERSHIP
Hibernian v Hearts.
LADBROKES CHAMPIONSHIP
Ayr v Dundee Utd, Dundee v Alloa, Inverness CT v
Morton, Partick v Queen of South.
LADBROKES SCOTTISH LEAGUE 1
Clyde v Montrose, Dumbarton v Forfar, Raith
v Falkirk.
LADBROKES SCOTTISH LEAGUE 2
Cowdenbeath v Albion, Stirling v
Stenhousemuir.
Wednesday 4 March
EMIRATES FA CUP - FIFTH ROUND
Leicester v Birmingham, Sheff Wed v Man
City, Tottenham Hotspur v Norwich.
LADBROKES SCOTTISH PREMIERSHIP
Kilmarnock v Aberdeen, Livingston v Celtic,
Motherwell v Ross County, Rangers v
Hamilton, St Mirren v St Johnstone.
LADBROKES CHAMPIONSHIP
Arbroath v Dunfermline.
LADBROKES SCOTTISH LEAGUE 2
Brechin v Annan Athletic.
Thursday 5 March
EMIRATES FA CUP - FIFTH ROUND
Derby v Man Utd.
Friday 6 March
SKY BET CHAMPIONSHIP
Nottm Forest v Millwall.
SSE AIRTRICITY LEAGUE OF IRELAND
PREMIER DIVISION
Bohemians v Shelbourne (8.00), Finn Harps v
Dundalk (8.00), St Patricks Athletic v Cork
City, Waterford v Derry City.
FIRST DIVISION
Cabinteely v Shamrock Rovers B, Drogheda
Utd v UCD, Wexford v Galway Utd.
Kick off 3.00 unless stated
Saturday 7 March
PREMIER LEAGUE
Arsenal v West Ham, Burnley v Tottenham
(5.30), Crystal P v Watford, Liverpool v
Bournemouth (12.30), Sheff Utd v Norwich,
Southampton v Newcastle, Wolverhampton v
Brighton.
SKY BET CHAMPIONSHIP
Barnsley v Cardiff, Birmingham v Reading,
Brentford v Sheff Wed, Bristol City v Fulham
(12.30), Charlton v Middlesbrough, Leeds v
Huddersfield, Preston North End v QPR,
Stoke v Hull, Swansea v West Brom, Wigan v
Luton.
SKY BET LEAGUE ONE
Wimbledon v Bolton, Acc Stanley v Tranmere,
Fleetwood Town v Blackpool, Ipswich v
Coventry, Lincoln City v Burton Albion, MK
Dons v Doncaster, Peterborough v Portsmouth,
Rochdale v Rotherham, Shrewsbury v Oxford
Utd, Southend v Bristol R, Sunderland v
Gillingham.
SKY BET LEAGUE TWO
Carlisle v Colchester, Cheltenham v Port Vale,
Crawley Town v Oldham, Crewe v Stevenage,
Leyton Orient v Cambridge Utd, Newport
County v Morecambe, Northampton v
Mansfield, Plymouth v Macclesfield, Salford
City v Bradford, Scunthorpe v Grimsby (1.00),
Swindon v Forest Green, Walsall v Exeter.
LADBROKES SCOTTISH PREMIERSHIP
Aberdeen v Hibernian, Celtic v St Mirren,
Hamilton v Kilmarnock, Hearts v Motherwell,
St Johnstone v Livingston.
LADBROKES CHAMPIONSHIP
Alloa v Inverness CT, Ayr v Dundee, Dundee
Utd v Partick, Dunfermline v Queen of South,
Morton v Arbroath.
LADBROKES SCOTTISH LEAGUE 1
Airdrieonians v East Fife, Clyde v
Dumbarton, Falkirk v Peterhead, Montrose v
Stranraer, Raith v Forfar.
LADBROKES SCOTTISH LEAGUE 2
Annan Athletic v Cowdenbeath, Cove Rangers v
Brechin, Edinburgh City v Albion, Elgin v Stirling,
Stenhousemuir v Queen’s Park.
SSE AIRTRICITY LEAGUE OF IRELAND
PREMIER DIVISION
Sligo Rovers v Shamrock Rovers (8.00).
FIRST DIVISION
Cobh Ramblers v Athlone Town (7.00),
Longford Town v Bray (7.30).
Sunday 8 March
PREMIER LEAGUE
Chelsea v Everton (2.00), Man Utd v Man
City (4.30).
SKY BET CHAMPIONSHIP
Derby v Blackburn.
LADBROKES SCOTTISH PREMIERSHIP
Ross County v Rangers (12.00).
EA SPORTS CUP - FIRST ROUND
Cabinteely v Crumlin Utd (3.30).

Attendances Discipline
Team High Low Average
Man Utd .................73,737 63,328 72,686
Arsenal..................60,383 60,031 60,275
Tottenham ..............61,104 56,308 59,485
West Ham ............. 59,962 59,519 59,896
Man City ................54,512 53,922 54,361
Liverpool............... 53,333 51,430 53,130
Newcastle..............52,219 42,303 48,251
Aston Villa.............42,010 40,867 41,661
Chelsea ................ 40,683 40,243 40,554
Everton ..................39,374 38,772 39,133
Leicester.................32,211 31,613 32,057
Wolverhampton .....31,746 30,522 31,351
Brighton............... 30,640 29,398 30,358
Sheff Utd ..............32,024 30,079 30,832
Southampton......... 31,712 26,302 29,645
Norwich....................27,110 26,781 27,025
Crystal Palace .....25,486 23,497 25,032
Watford ..................21,634 19,711 20,837
Burnley .................. 21,924 18,227 20,243
Bournemouth........10,832 10,020 10,510

Team Fouls Yellow Red
AFC Bournemouth243 58 3
Arsenal................... 288 63 3
Aston Villa............. 298 53 1
Brighton..................272 43 2
Burnley ...................299 53 0
Chelsea ...................272 52 0
Crystal Palace ...... 294 44 1
Everton ....................314 51 3
Leicester.................277 30 1
Liverpool..................216 26 1
Man City ................ 264 49 3
Man Utd ................. 285 50 0
Newcastle................251 49 3
Norwich...................259 53 1
Sheff Utd .................271 51 1
Southampton.........322 43 2
Tottenham ............. 264 57 3
Watford ...................320 59 3
West Ham ...............275 52 1
Wolverhampton .....277 44 2

Forthcoming Fixtures

Aleksandar Mitrovic (Fulham) 23

Ollie Watkins (Brentford) 22

Karlan Ahearne-Grant (Huddersfield) 16

Lewis Grabban (Nottm Forest) 16

Cauley Woodrow (Barnsley) 14

Blackburn............(1) 2 Swansea .............. (1) 2
Cardiff ................ (2) 2 Brentford ...........(2) 2
Fulham ............... (0) 2 Preston...............(0) 0
Huddersfield .......(1) 4 Charlton .............(0) 0
Hull ..................... (0) 0 Leeds U ............... (1) 4
Luton.................. (0) 1 Stoke.................... (1) 1
Millwall............... (0) 1 Bristol City......... (1) 1
QPR .................... (0) 2 Birmingham........ (1) 2
Reading................(1) 2 Barnsley.............(0) 0
Sheff Wed.......... (0) 1 Derby Co ............(3) 3
W.B.A.................. (0) 0 Wigan ..................(0) 1

P W D L F A Pts
West Brom........36 19 12 5 64 37 69
Leeds.................36 20 8 8 54 30 68
Fulham...............36 18 9 9 51 37 63
Nottm Forest....35 16 11 8 46 33 59
Brentford ..........36 16 9 11 59 33 57
Preston .............36 16 8 12 49 42 56
Bristol City .......36 15 9 12 50 52 54
Blackburn .........36 14 11 11 52 42 53
Swansea............36 13 13 10 46 45 52
Millwall ..............36 12 15 9 41 40 51
Cardiff ...............36 12 15 9 50 50 51
Sheff Wed .........36 13 9 14 46 44 48
Derby.................36 12 12 12 46 49 48
QPR ...................36 13 8 15 55 61 47
Birmingham......36 12 11 13 47 54 47
Reading.............36 12 9 15 43 41 45
Huddersfield ....36 11 9 16 45 56 42
Hull ....................36 11 8 17 48 58 41
Wigan.................36 10 10 16 38 50 40
Charlton............36 10 9 17 44 53 39
Stoke .................36 11 6 19 44 54 39
Middlesbrough.35 8 13 14 34 45 37
Barnsley............36 8 10 18 42 60 34
Luton.................36 10 4 22 43 71 34

Blackpool.............(1) 2 Ipswich ...............(0) 1

Bolton ................ (0) 0 Accrington S.....(0) 0

Bristol Rovers.. (0) 0 Shrewsbury .......(0) 1

Burton Albion .. (0) 1 Peterborough ....(0) 1

Doncaster ...........(1) 3 Wycombe............(0) 1

Gillingham ......... (0) 1 A Wimbledon.....(0) 2

Oxford Utd ..........(1) 2 Southend ............ (1) 1

Rotherham ..........(1) 1 MK Dons ............. (1) 1

Tranmere ................. P Fleetwood Town..... P

Portsmouth ........(1) 3 Rochdale ............(0) 0

Coventry..............(1) 1 Sunderland ........(0) 0

Bradford ............ (2) 2 Plymouth ...........(0) 1

Cambridge Utd. (0) 1 Carlisle ................ (1) 2

Colchester......... (0) 0 Cheltenham ........ (1) 2

Exeter ................ (0) 1 Crawley ............... (1) 1

Forest Grn............... P Leyton Orient ........ P

Grimsby ............. (0) 0 Northampton ....(2) 3

Macclesfield...... (0) 0 Salford City .......(2) 2

Mansfield................. P Swindon................... P

Morecambe ....... (0) 1 Crewe ..................(0) 1

Oldham .............. (2) 5 Newport C .........(0) 0

Port Vale .............(1) 2 Scunthorpe........(0) 2

Stevenage ............... P Walsall ..................... P

Sligo Rovers ........... P Waterford................ P
(Postponed - due to adverse weather.)

Friday
Hibernian.............(1) 5 Inverness CT.....(0) 2
Jackson 38 Tremarco 73
Allan 58 Todorov 88
Docherty 71 Att 9,937
Omeonga 81
Gullan 84

EFL Championship

Scottish Championship

EFL League One

Carabao Cup Final

EFL League Two

The William Hill Scottish
Cup Sixth Round

Leading Scorers

Cork City ........... (0) 1 Finn Harps.........(0) 0

Byrne 56

Derry City ......... (0) 2 Bohemians.........(0) 0

Malone 64, Figueira 90

Shamrock R........(1) 3 Dundalk ............... (1) 2

Watts 20, Lopes 71 Flores 22

Byrne 83 Hoban 63

Shelbourne..........(1) 1 St Patricks Ath (0) 0

Kabia 22

Hearts................ (0) 1 Rangers ..............(0) 0
Bozanic 58
Att 11,428
St Mirren ........... (0) 0 Aberdeen............. (1) 2

Ferguson 7
Cosgrove 90 (pen)
Att 4,479

Alloa ................... (0) 0 Ayr U ................... (1) 2
Dundee..................... P Arbroath ................. P
Dunfermline ........(1) 2 Dundee Utd .......(0) 0
Inverness CT .......... P Partick..................... P
Queen of South (0) 0 Morton................(2) 4

St Johnstone ... (0) 0 Celtic ..................(0) 1
Att 8,181 Christie 81

Saturday

Friday

Saturday

Saturday

Yesterday
Saturday

Saturday

Friday

Saturday

Friday

Yesterday

u

u

u

u

u

u

u

u

u

u

Shamrock R .......4 4 0 0 12 2 12

Dundalk...............4 3 0 1 8 4 9

Bohemians .........4 2 0 2 4 3 6

Shelbourne......... 3 2 0 1 3 2 6

Derry City........... 3 1 1 1 3 2 4

Finn Harps.......... 3 1 1 1 2 2 4

St Patricks Ath.. 3 1 0 2 2 2 3

Waterford............ 3 1 0 2 1 4 3

Cork City.............4 1 0 3 1 10 3

Sligo Rovers....... 3 0 0 3 0 5 0

Sligo Rovers 07/03-a, Finn Harps 13/03-h,

Finn Harps 06/03-a, St Patricks Ath 13/03-h,

Shelbourne 06/03-h, Cork City 13/03-a,

Bohemians 06/03-a, Waterford 13/03-h,

Waterford 06/03-a, Sligo Rovers 13/03-h,

Dundalk 06/03-h, Shamrock R 13/03-a,

Cork City 06/03-h, Dundalk 13/03-a,

Derry City 06/03-h, Shelbourne 13/03-a,

St Patricks Ath 06/03-a, Bohemians 13/03-h,

Shamrock R 07/03-h, Derry City 13/03-a

Next MatchesP W D L F A Pts

League Of Ireland Premier Results & Standings
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SOCCER

Byrne in shape to
answer Ireland call

in the Premier League. People
will be fit and ready and look-
ing to be in his thoughts. I feel
fresh after thewinter break al-
though I came back two weeks
early and I didn’t take that
long off, I only took two weeks
off.
“I have goals in my own

head that I want to try and
achieve this year. And if I
don’t achieve them it won’t be
because I ’m not working
hard.”

club and it shows the potential
going forward.”
With the Euro 2020 play-off

against Slovakia looming,
Byrne said he feels in good
shape to answer his country’s
call but adds that he doesn’t
underestimate the stiffness of
the competition for a place in
McCarthy’s squad and team.
”People will be flying at the

back end of the season,” he
said. “They might be going for
promotion or looking to stay

Byrne said he wasn’t put
out by reports that Ireland
manager Mick McCarthy had
left the ground shortly before
the winning goal.
”Does he have an iPhone!”

the Dubl iner chuckled .
“Listen, I’m not bothered
about who’s there watching it
and who’s going to see it and
who’s not going to see it. It was
a goal in front of an unbeliev-
able crowd and if someone had
shouted on to me that some-
one who could have seen the
goal had just left, I don’t think
I would have cared. I would
have just celebrated with my
team-mates and enjoyed the
moment.
“Individually, it was nice to

get the goal but it could have
been anyone to score and I
wouldn’t have cared. I would
still have celebrated the same
as it’s such a big win for the
club. It’s just another three
points, though. We need to
back it up again against Sligo,
otherwise it’s pointless. But it
was a great night for the
League, a great night for the

But, naturally, Byrne was
happier still that his own goal
sealed a thrilling win for
Rovers against the reigning
champions.
”I always get a bit of stick off

the Dundalk fans leading up to
this game telling me that
Chris Shields has me in his
back pocket, all this stuff,” he
said.
“It’s probably the first time

in about six games that he’s
actually left me and I’ve had a
chance to spin him.
“He’s a top player, with

countless medals in this
league. It’s never an easy
night against him. When Lee
(Grace) got the ball I saw he
(Shields) was offme.Maybe he
was getting a little bit tired as
we had the momentum for so
long and we had scored not
long before that. Maybe he
switched off for a split-second
but I’m delighted that he did
as it’s not often he does, he’s a
top player. The shot? I knew it
was going in, yeah. I knew he
was struggling to save it, any-
way.”

LiamMackey

Jack Byrne may have scored
the winner with a superb
strike of his own in Shamrock
Rovers’ 3-2 victory over Dun-
dak on Friday but the Ireland
midfielder had no qualms
about doffing the cap for goal
of the night in Tallaght to his
former Wigan team mate
Jordan Flores whose thunder-
bolt volley for the Lilywhites
has generated coverage all
over the world.
“His goal was the best, being

honest,” said the Hoops play-
maker. “Some goal. A cracker.
I played with Jordan at Wigan
and I knew he had that in his
locker. I just didn’t think he’d
take it out on Friday night. I’m
delighted for him that he
scored, as he had a tough time
last year with injuries.
“He looks a lot fitter this

year and hopefully he can go
on and have a good season as
he’s a good mate of mine. I
spent a lot of time with him at
Wigan, we’d hang around to-
gether, so I’m happy for him.”

Jack Byrne celebrates after Shamrock Rovers’ victory over Dundalk in
the Premier Division clash at Tallaght last Friday. Picture: Inpho
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ATHLETICS

Speedster Neville in record equalling 60m form
Raheny’s Mark Smyth pro-

duced a superb performance
to win the men’s 200m, clock-
ing 21.04 to come home a wide-
margin winner over Donore’s
Paul McDermott (21.73).

David Kenny produced a
lifetime best to take gold in the
men’s 5000m race walk in
19:45.97, with Brendan Boyce
runner-up in 20:07.52. Last
year’s champion Alex Wright
was disqualified. Kate Veale
retained her title in fine style
in the women’s 3000m race
walk, the West Waterford ath-
lete coasting to victory in
14:47.05.

Buggy was a standout per-
former with double gold in the
long jump (6.05m) and triple
jump (12.80m). David Cussen
took the men’s long jump with
7.33m while Keith Marks took
high jump gold with a best of
2.08m. John Kelly beat his
brother James to win the
men’s shot put with 18.35m.

On Saturday, Phil Healy
smashed the championship
record to win the women’s
200m, the 25-year Bandon AC
athlete clocking 23.16 seconds.
“To  r u n ju s t  shy  o f  the
national record (23.10) again is
super,” said Healy.

respectively,  while  John
Travers was an impressive
winner of the men’s 3000m in
8:00.96.

Cathal Crosbie of Ennis
Track edged a thrilling battle
in the men’s 400m, holding off
Andrew Mellon and Brian
Gregan to hit the line in 47.93.
Sophie Becker held off a late
surge from Sharlene Mawds-
ley to win the women’s 400m
in 53.75. Leevale’s Louise Sha-
nahan unleashed an impres-
sive kick to beat Rio Olympian
Ciara Everard in a tactical
women’s 1500m in 4:40.45.

In the field events Sarah

Coscoran’s pace over the final
lap, with Fay taking silver.

“We were looking to go in as
a team,” said Coscoran. “To
work together and try to run
fast and break the champion-
ship record, which we did.”
Mark English bounced back to
form with an impressive vic-
tory in the men’s 800m, the
UCD athlete taking gold in
1:49.09 ahead of Zak Curran.
Nadia Power was equally
dominant in the women’s
800m, winning in 2:06.26.

Sarah Quinn and Gerard
O’Donne l l  took  the  60m
hurdles titles in 8.32 and 7.95

start and there’s more work to
be done, but I was happy with
how I executed my race.”

Andrew Coscoran produced
a standout to win the men’s
1500m in a championship
record of 3:41.36.

With bonus points on offer
for a national title, the race
represented a key opportunity
for the 23-year-old to boost his
world ranking and Olympic
qualification chances, so his
training partner Daire Finn
agreed to take the pace out
hard. Raheny’s Brian Fay
took over at halfway but the
20-year-old had no answer to

Cathal Dennehy

The winning and losing of any
60-metre race is typically in
the start, and when Ciara
Neville got a flying one in yes-
terday’s national final the
game was virtually up for her
rivals. The Limerick sprinter
powered to victory in 7.30
seconds, equalling her Irish
U-23 record.

She was followed home by
Joan Healy, who clocked 7.33
to edge younger sister Phil
(7.36) for silver. “I’m happy
out,” said Neville. “I’ve been
working really hard on the

Emotional
Adams
powers to
sprint win

caution on a three-day cycle:
track, gym, rest and repeat.
“I’m trusting the body a lot
more now,” he said.

If indeed this was his final
indoor season, it’s one Adams
can sign off on with great
pride. Coping with an unfath-
omable level of emotion yet
still producing his best when
it mattered most — an achiev-
ement that would have made
his two late friends extremely
proud.

been improved strength in his
posterior chain, which has
allowed Adams to build on his
bullet start and put a more
complete race together.

A native of Ballycare in An-
trim, he works a full-time ath-
letics development officer
with Ulster University, which
doesn’t leave him as much
time to train as much as he’d
like.

Having been injury-prone
in the past, he operates with

ment, and Adams figures he
now owes it to himself to see
what he can do over 100m.

“I wanted to go out on a high
but he said I’d regret not doing
the 100. Maybe I’ll do four or
five outdoor races and there’ll
be no pressure.”

In yesterday’s semi-final he
cruised to the line and was
shocked to see his winning
time of 6.78: “I was like, what
is going on here?”

The key this season has

ing out of the blocks and leav-
ing his rivals trailing as he
claimed gold in 6.74 — nine
years after his last national
senior title. It was a goal that
had been on his mind for
months, especially after an-
other tragic turn of events in
January when one of Adams’
closest friends, Yul McAteer,
died suddenly.

The last time they spoke
was on Christmas Eve when
they outlined their respective
plans for the year. Adams’ told
McAteer that night that his
big goal for 2020 was to win the
national 60m title, after which
he planned to retire from the
sport.

McAteer’s funeral was held
the same weekend as the Scot-
tish Indoor Championships in
late January, a race Adams
had long picked out to sharpen
his form ahead of the Irish
Championships. He decided
the best way to honour his
friend was to stick to that orig-
inal plan they discussed and
race in Glasgow, where he
clocked a lifetime best of 6.81.

Three weeks later he lo-
wered his PB to 6.73 in Ath-
lone, which made Adams the
hot favourite for gold yester-
day. As hard as it was to hold
it together for the race in Scot-
land, yesterday was even
worse, with a round-of-ap-
plause for Lynch taking place
moments before the race.

“I just wasn’t ready for it,”
said Adams. “I didn’t think
anything would be as tough as
(the race in Scotland) but
today was very tough.”

Adams held up his bib after
the race and soon burst into
tears. On the podium, he was
presented with the Craig
Lynch Cup by Lynch’s fiancee,
Amy, and his mother, Ann.

His coach has been telling
him in recent weeks to recon-
sider his decision on retire-

A
MID a tidal wave of
emotion, Dean
Adams tried to
remain an oasis of

calm. Shortly before the men’s
60m final at yesterday’s
national indoor champion-
ships in Abbotstown, the
29-year-old Antrim sprinter
stood behind his blocks during
a tribute to Craig Lynch, a
former rival and friend of his
who died in a car accident last
September.

Lynch and Adams went way
back. The first time Adams
won a national medal in his
teens, taking silver in a sprint
event in Nenagh, it was Lynch
who won gold. In 2016, Adams
had returned from injury to
make the national senior 60m
final, where he finished sixth
in 6.93 seconds. The first man
over to him after that race was
Lynch, who told him how glad
he was to see him back.

That had been Lynch’s
finest hour, the Shercock
sprinter taking gold in 6.81.
When he passed away last
September, it rocked Adams
to the core. Before yesterday’s
final, the 29-year-old wrote
“Lynch #justrace” on the
inside of his bib.

Over the years Adams was
often one to get overcome by
nerves before races, and that
was something Lynch often
said to stop him over-think-
ing: “Just race”.

“That was tough to write
because you want to win the
race then,” said Adams.

He did exactly that, power-

An emotional Dean Adams of Ballymena and Antrim AC is presented with the Craig Lynch cup by Craig’s
mother Anne Lynch, left, and fiancé Amy Cotter, after winning the Senior Men’s 60m at the Irish Life Health
National Senior Indoor Athletics Championships at the National Indoor Arena. Pictures: Sam Barnes/Sportsfile

Ciara Neville, Emerald AC, Limerick, dips for the line
to win the Senior Women’s 60m.

Ciara Everard, UCD AC, reacts after finishing second
in the Senior Women’s 1,500m.

Cathal
Dennehy

Abbotstown

Healy sets
new world
record for
over-50
Cathal Dennehy

At the age of 51, it was a simply
astonishing achievement.
Then again, Shane Healy is
not your typical 51-year-old.

The Olympian rolled back
the years yesterday to finish
eighth in the national indoor
1500m final in 4:01.76, an over-
50s indoor world record.

That broke the previous
mark he set to reach the final
in Saturday’s heats — but for
Healy, the biggest achiev-
ement was not the world rec-
ord, but rather being able to
still mix it with Ireland’s best.

“I was delighted to make the
final of a sen-
ior 1500 be-
cause I don’t
think it’ll be
done  ag ain
by another
51-year-old,”
he said.

Healy, who
reached the
1500m semi-
f inal  at  the
1996 Atlanta
Olympics ,
was inspired
to launch his
comeback
while watch-
ing the 2016 Olympics on TV.
At the time, he was two stone
overweight.

“I was a bit depressed, not
happy with my wellbeing. I set
myself a goal that when I turn
50 I’m going to break the world
record, and here I am.”

There  are  few harder
workers in Irish sport, Healy
typically covering 80 to 90
miles a week in training.

“It’s not easy, it’s tough, but
I just get on with it. The key to
it is being consistent with my
team-mates from the Dublin
Track Club and without them
slapping me around in prac-
tice, I wouldn’t be able to do it.
They’re a great bunch of guys
and they’ve one purpose — to
run fast.”

Healy was one second shy of
the outdoor over-50s world
record last year, running 3:59
for  1500m.  His  a im this
summer is to run 3:54 for
1500m and a 4:10 mile. He says
more people should compete,
and not just participate, in
middle-age. “It’s a way out of
being depressed,” he said. “To
get into sport is fantastic.”

Shane Healy in
the 1500m.
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Friend proud as 14-man Connacht overthrow Kings
O’Halloran, J Carty, (pen try) tries; J
Carty 2 cons, pen
SOUTHERN KINGS:M Banda; C Hollis,
S Sithole, H Mnisi, E Cronje; S Masuku,
S Ungerer; S Ferreira, A van Rooyen, R
de Klerk; J Sexton, JC Astle; L Badiyana,
T Bholi, E Louw.
Replacements: R Stevens for van
Rooyen (49), X Vos for Ferreira (49), T
Maree for Ungerer (50), P Scholtz for de
Klerk (53), B de Wee for Sexton (53), R
Lerm for Bholi (53), T Botes for Masuku
(60), J Twum-Boafo for Hollis (71).
CONNACHT: T O’Halloran; J Porch, K
Godwin, T Daly, M Healy; J Carty, C
Blade; P McAllister, S Delahunt, D Ro-
bertson-McCoy; U Dillane, J Maksymiw;
P Boyle, C Fainga’a, J Butler.
Replacements: P Robb for Healy (11),
D Heffernan for Delahunt (33), C Kenny
for Robertson-McCoy (33), D Buckley for
McAllister (h-t), E McKeon for Boyle (56),
K Marmion for Blade (56), E Masterson
for Maksymiw (70), C Fitzgerald for Mar-
mion (78).
Referee: Cwengile Jadezweni (South
Africa).

half timeCarty kicked a penal-
ty to put his side three clear.

Sixminutes after the restart
Carty made the most of a poor
missed tackle to score in the
corner, but Kings weren’t fin-
ished and a floated pass from
Theo Maree sent Cronje over
for his second on the hour
mark to make it 22-19.

Despite playing with 14
players it was Connacht that
bossed the next period of play.
After camping out in the
Kings’ 22, the Connacht scrum
earned five consecutive penal-
ties, which eventually saw
them earn the penalty try,
which clinched the bonus
point.
Scorers for Southern Kings: S Un-
gerer, E Cronje 2 tries; S Masuku 2 cons
Scorers for Connacht: C Fianga’a, T

try Connacht lost winger Matt
Healy to a shoulder injury,
and Robb arrived in the 11th
minute. Unfortunately, he
only lasted five minutes be-
fore he was sent off when his
leading arm and caught Ho-
ward Minsi in the throat.

Kings began to create scor-
ing chances, and following a
quick-tap from Stefan Un-
gerer, Kyle Godwin failed to
retreat and was sin-binned.
But from the scrum that fol-
lowed Kings struck, with Un-
gerer worming his way over.

Without two of their backs
there were plenty of holes in
the Connacht defensive line,
and three minutes after their
first, Kings crossed for their
second try when Erick Cronje
ran through, but just before

real ly proud of the boys
there,” said Friend.

“I thought we started the
game really well. We got the
red card and a yellow card in
the heat and all of a sudden
the pressure is on us.

“But I thought we dug in
really hard and the last 40
minutes of the game, we con-
trolled it and our game man-
agement was outstanding. A
hard-fought and well -de-
served win.”

Connacht couldn’t have
dreamed of a better start when
Fianga’a picked it off a pass
and ran in after 55 seconds to
score. They doubled their lead
from their next attack when
O’Halloran’s dummy pass
cleared his way to the line.

Shortly after their second

Guinness PRO14
Southern Kings 19
Connacht 29

Andre Jacobs
Connacht’s scrum ground out
the bonus-point penalty try as
Andy Friend’s 14 men worked
hard for victory over South-
ern Kings.

Early tries from Colby Fian-
ga’a and Tiernan O’Halloran
had Connacht in total control
before Peter Robb was sent off
after 16 minutes. But Jack
Carty scored their third try in
the second half before the
pack forced the five-point haul
following a mammoth scrum-
maging session.

“Yeah that was job done. I’m

Connacht Dave Heffernan on the
charge in Port Elizabeth.

Picture: Richard Huggard/Inpho

Coombes accelerates
Munster’s West Cork rally

There’s no keeping West Cork
rugby players out of the news
these days. When Southern
Kings took a drubbing from
Munster at Musgrave Park,
debutant flanker John
Hodnett, 22, highlighted a
superb man of the match
performance with a spectacu-
lar try.

A week later, Darren Sweet-
nam, the West Corkman who
started it all, returned from
injury to score one of the four
bonus-winning tries in the de-
feat of Zebre in Milan. And on
Saturday at Thomond Park,
another 22-year-old back-
rower Gavin Coombes came
late to the visit of Scarlets and
used his strength and skill to
produce two tries in the last
f ive minutes to eke out
another bonus victory despite
the best ef for ts of Storm
Jorge.

I t doesn’ t end there .
Another 22-year-old, Fineen
Wycherley, has been helping
to maintain the highest stan-
dards in Munster’s second-
row in the long term absence
of Tadhg Beirne and Jean
Kleyn.

“I am very pleased with our
young players coming
through as I am with the
whole group over the past few
weeks,” enthused head coach
Johann van Graan.

“We’ve got some very good
young back-rowers, Coomb-
sie, Jack O’Donoghue, John
Hodnett, Jack O’Sullivan.

MUNSTER: M Haley; C Nash, C Farrell,
D Goggin, D Sweetnam; JJ Hanrahan, C
Casey; J Cronin K O’Byrne, S Archer, F
Wycherley, B Holland capt, A Botha, C
Cloete, J O’Sullivan.

Replacements: J Loughman and J
Ryan for Cronin and Archer 57; J Hod-
nett for Cloete 60; T O’Donnell for O’Sul-
livan 66; R Scannell for Goggin 69; G
Coombes for Wycherley 68; N McCarthy
for Casey 74; D Barron for O’Byrne 74;

SCARLETS: A O’Brien; C Baldwin, P As-
quith, S Hughes capt, S Evans; D Jones,
J Evans; P Price, T Davies, W Kruger, L
Rawlins, S Lousi, A Shingler, J Macleod,
U Casseim.

Replacements: I Phillips, Dylan Evans,
J Sebastian, T Ratuva, S Cummins, D
Davis, D Blacker, R Conbeer.

Referee: Mike Adamson (Scotland).

more important than rugby.”
For now, the South African

has good reason to be delight-
ed with a maximum return of
15 points from the side’s last
three outings and for the way
they coped with what many
would have considered
unplayable conditions at Tho-
mond Park on Saturday, the
five-pointer moving Munster
to within two points of Confer-
ence B leaders Edinburgh.
Scorer for Munster: Tries J O’Sullivan,
B Holland, G Coombes (2): JJ Hanrahan
one penalty, 3 cons.

Scorers for Scarlets Try, J Sebastian;
pen, con A O’Brien.

are against Italian side Benet-
ton Treviso (away on March
21st and at Musgrave Park on
March 27th). Right now it is
difficult to see either going
ahead which could leave
Munster with a mere four
points instead of the ten they
could reasonably expect from
those fixtures.

Van Graan is remaining
philosophical: “They will go
on holiday and once they’re
back, we’ll just go with what
PRO14 and Ireland decide.

“It’s not frustrating at all,
it’s just the way life works and
I guess at this stage life is

Gtting game time for those
guys is important. I said to
Coombsie at the start of this
block, I’m going to play you at
lock even though you’re a
loose forward, you’re going to
fulfil that role, and he did so
really well. An excellent per-
formance.”

Munster now have at least a
week’s ‘holiday’ and indeed
maybe longer as we await the
impl icat ions of the
coronavirus.

It has already been decided
that any postponed PRO14
game will be declared a nil-all
draw and Munster’s next two

Munster’s Arno Botha is tackled by Scarlets’ Angus O’Brien during the Guinness PRO14 clash at Thomond Park. Picture: Diarmuid Greene

Concloseon
semis after
whitewash
Energia All-Ireland
League

DaveMervyn
Winger JJ O’Neill touched
down twice as Cork Constitu-
tion whitewashed Dublin Uni-
versity 27-0 at College Park in
the Energia Al l - Ire land
League clash at Belfield. The
bonus point success has the
unbeaten Division 1A leaders
within touching distance of a
home semi-final, lying a full 17
points clear of third-placed
UCD.

The students edged out
Clontarf 22 -19 in a
gripper, with Ronan Foley’s
s ixth try of the season
decisive.

Leinster ‘A’ back rower
Foley squeezed in under a
couple of defenders to score a
decisive 70th-minute try in a
game that doubled up as the
Leinster Senior Cup final. The
students are provincial cham-
pions for the first time since
2016.

UCD, who had early tries
from Alex Penny and David
Ryan, have closed the gap on
second-placed Garryowen to
five points. A Michael Court-
ney brace and prop Ivan Soro-
ka’s 47th-minute effort was
not enough for Clontarf who
now lie seven points outside of
the top four.

A Cian Bohane-inspired
UCC side fell just short in a 14-
12 home defeat to Terenure
College. Tries in either half
from Niall O’Sullivan and
Caolan Dooley saw ‘Nure end
a run of four successive bonus
point losses.

Leinster Academy hooker
Dan Sheehan grabbed his
fourth try in seven games in
Lansdowne’s late 12-6 victory
over Ballynahinch, with the
headquarters club holding
onto fourth place - just a point
ahead of Young Munster with
four rounds remaining.

Meanwhile, Shannon’s pro-
motion push in Division 1B
took a hit with an 18-0 loss at
City of Armagh. The Ul -
stermen struck with captain
Robert Whitten’s charge-
down try before a 73rd-minute
clincher from Neil Faloon.

Guinness PRO14Guinness PRO14

MunsterMunster ......................................2929
ScarletsScarlets ......................................1010

Charlie MulqueenCharlie Mulqueen
Thomond Park
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Free-to-air
UK stations
could lose
Six Nations
Cian Locke

The Six Nations could be re-
moved from free-to-air televi-
sion in the UK, according to
reports.

Sky are now favourites to
land the biggest contract in
rugby history, according to a
report in The Rugby Paper.
BBC and ITV outbid Sky when
the rights were last awarded,
but joint bids are no longer
allowed, putting Sky in pole
position to take the games off
British terrestrial TV.

“By ruling out any joint
bids, it’s almost as if the Six
Nations are clearing the way
for Sky,” the paper quotes an
industry source as saying.

“There is a very real danger
that they will be prepared to
sacrifice the big audiences on
BBC and ITV for more money.

“Cricket did that and the
popularity of the sport was hit
as a consequence. If rugby
chooses not to learn from that
mistake, then they will be at
risk of the same consequence
from the same lack of expo-
sure.”

One Welsh rugby insider de-
scribing the situation as being
“a sad day” for the sport in
Wales.

Wales Online report: “It
would be potentially a sad day
for the sport in Wales were
coverage of matches to be
taken off terrestrial TV.

“Yes, sport is business now-
adays and money is hugely
important, but so are TV audi-
ences.

“There are many people in
Wales who cannot afford satel-
l i te  television,  including
people who are older and
might not have the incomes of
those in work.

“Also, not everyone wants
to, or can, watch a game in a
pub.

“International rugby is
hugely popular in Wales, but if
this goes ahead a lot of people
will miss out.

“I’d argue all those factors
need to be taken into consider-
ation.

“In a perfect world, a bal-
ance would be struck.”

Russell set for July return after Townsend talks
answered points either side of
the break.

Catalans responded with
three quickfire second-half
tries to level the scores but the
hosts thought Marc Sneyd
won it with a drop-goal three
minutes from time.

However, Folau produced a
superb catch to regain pos-
session from a short Catalans
kick-off, which resulted in
James Maloney crashing over
for the match-winning score
to the delight of boss McNa-
mara.

“To come up with the short
kick off and for Izzy to go up
there and take it one-handed
and it gives us a chance to
win  i t ,  we  are  obviously
happy with the end result,”
McNamara said.

yet it was Bristol’s day as they
climbed to just a point behind
second-placed Sale Sharks.

It was Bath’s first Premier-
ship home defeat for a year,
but Bristol’s fourth league win
on the bounce underlined seri-
ous title play-off ambitions
this season.

Meanw hile ,  in  Rugby
League, Catalans boss Steve
McNama ra  hai led  Israel
Folau’s contribution after he
helped the French team to a
last-gasp 34-29 victory at Hull.

The 30-year-old Australian
was the centre of attention in
what  was his  f irst  Super
League appearance in Eng-
land since signing a 12-month
contract with Catalans.

He struggled to make an im-
pact as Hull ran in 24 un-

areas of our game we need to
work on, which we will ad-
dress in due course.”

Bristol moved third in the
Gallagher Premiership after
beating Bath 19-13 and claim-
ing a first league win at the
Recreation Ground for 14
years.

Tries by flanker Chris Vui,
wing Alapati Leiua and substi-
tute scrum-half Harry Ran-
dall shaded a tight and tense
west country derby in Bris-
tol’s favour.

Fly-half Callum Sheedy
kicked two conversions and,
although Bath replacement
Will Chudley touched down in
the second period, it was a
case of too little too late.

Rhys Priestland slotted two
penalties and a conversion,

but Wasps stepped up their
game to ultimately run out
convincing winners.

Wasps’ tries came from Biyi
Alo, Ben Harris, Marcus Wat-
son, Dan Robson and Jacob
Umaga with Jimmy Gopperth
adding four conversions and a
penalty.

The Exiles responded with
tries from Ben Meehan, Ben
Loader, Matt Rogerson and
Motu Matu’u with Stephen
Myler converting three.

Kidney said: “Wasps were
good value for their win and
they gave us a lesson at the
breakdown.

“We weren’t ourselves and
weren’t on the money as much
as we have been in recent
weeks.

“They showed us  what

South Africa and New Zeal-
and, where he could win his
50th cap.”

Townsend has added Edin-
burgh lock Lewis Carmichael
to his squad in place of Wor-
cester Warriors back-row Cor-
nell du Preez, while wing
Darcy Graham’s knee injury
will keep him sidelined for the
remaining championship
games.

Elsewhere, London Irish di-
rector of rugby Declan Kidney
accepted his side’s winning
run in the Gallagher Premier-
ship deserved to come to an
abrupt end as Wasps won 36-26
at the Madejski Stadium.

A run of three victories was
their best effort since 2011 and
they looked set for a fourth
when they deservedly led 14-3

Cian Locke

Finn Russell could return for
Scotland’s July tour after
holding talks with head coach
Gregor Townsend.

Russell  has missed the
Scots’ first three Six Nations
fixtures after a breach of team
discipline.

But reports on BBC Scot-
land suggest Russell will call
into Scotland’s coaches meet-
ing ahead of the clash with
France to share insights into
his Racing 92 teammates.

The BBC report says: “Des-
pi te  re lat ions  appearing
strained, the player and coach
have since spoken positively,
and Russell is expected to be
available for the July fixtures
against  world champions

O’Mahony: You feel that
you’ve let people down

T
HERE’S few more
frustrating experi-
ences along life’s flight
path than a holding

pattern.
All Andy Farrell and his

squad of players and back-
room staff can do for now is sit
back, train and await news on
when, or even if, their Six
Nations campaign can con-
tinue on its journey. Peter
O’Mahony doesn’t pretend it’s
perfect but he isn’t grumbling
about the delay.

“It’s not something we have
a huge amount of control over,
unfortunately. Look, it’s frus-
trating. Obviously we want to
play. You battle through it.
There’s lots of stuff we have to
worry about and that’s not
one of them. I try not to let it
bother me. Know what I
mean?”

It’s a smart approach given
the ongoing doubt spawned by
the coronavirus which has al-
ready caused the postpone-
ment of Ireland’s home game
with Italy this Saturday and
could yet result in further
rearrangements, or even can-
cellations, including the side’s
game against France in Paris.

The French government
have ordered the cancellation
of enclosed gatherings of more
than 5,000 people until further
notice.

For O’Mahony and his Ire-
land teammates, the loss of
next weekend’s fourth round
tie against the Azzurri has al-
ready robbed them of the op-
portunity to wash that
Twickenham loss out of their
hair and move on to Paris in
two weekends’ time with equi-
librium restored.

Placing the Italian game in
cold storage has created a vac-

uum that can’t be filled fully
by updates on the spread or
otherwise of COVID-19 and
the result, in rugby terms, has
been an even longer period
than normal for us all to dwell
on that convincing defeat to
England.

The criticism has been con-
siderable this last week and
more and it hasn’t emanate
from all corners. Social media
was a vast reservoir of
opinions, some of them
measured and others unfor-
giveably personal and insult-
ing. Such is the way of things
online.

Journalists and former
players have had their say too.
Jonathan Sexton responded to
all this late last week with his
observation that a conductor
needs to turn his back to the

think and what your family
think. They’re tough days,” he
admitted. “They’re tough days
until you get back together,
which is the safe place. And
it’s great to have your family
and you go home to them and,
as I said, they always think
that you’re great.

“But when you’re in the Six
Nations you’re kind of longing
to get back into the group and
get it sorted, get the reviews
done and turn a page because,
listen, it’s a good group to be
around and you long to get
back together and get it sorted
together.”
■ Dove Men+Care brand am-
bassador Peter O’Mahony was
speaking in the Aviva stadium,
celebrating a new definition of
strength; one with care at its
centre

side of camp. O’Mahony is one
of those in Andy Farrell’s
squad who has a young family
behind him and those without
children have plenty of loved
ones of their own whose love
and respect they crave.

Lose in the manner Ireland
did in Twickenham, and on
more than one occasion across
such a disappointing 2019, and
it becomes all but impossible
to quarantine the hurt and the
disappointment inside the
dressing-room or team HQ.

“Sure you feel that you’ve
let people down. You feel that
you’ve let the boys down,
family, which is the hardest
part. It’s another reason why I
don’t draw the rest of [the
criticism] on me because we
have enough to worry about in
regards to them: what the lads

audience and O’Mahony has
been firm in his determi-
nation to avoid the takes of
men he once played with.

“Probably the main reason I
don’t engage with it is because
I like to keep friendships with
guys. I know they need to do
their thing so I genuinely
don’t engage with it. We are by
far our sternest critics and I
don’t need another group out-
side that to listen to as well.

“We’ll go through it with a
fine toothcomb and be the
most serious critics of our-
selves, as a group, as a pack, as
a back line,” he explained.
“There is no-one harder on us
than ourselves. Outside of that
it doesn’t really bother me.”
That’s not completely true.

No man is an island and no
player exists in isolation out-

REASON TO SMILE: Peter O’Mahony takes a selfie with a young supporter following an Ireland Rugby open training session at Energia Park,
Donnybrook. The Ireland squad must play a waiting game because of the loss of the Italy clash. Picture: Ramsey Cardy

Brendan
O’Brien
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Dominant DCU Mercy
crowned champions
Basketball

John Coughlan

DCU Mercy were crowned
Women’s Super League cham-
pions courtesy of an impres-
sive 81-58 win over nearest
rivals Maree at the DCU Com-
plex.

In a game in which the sides
shared 62 first half points
DCU, behind a 32-point con-
tribution from American Mer-
edith Burkhall and Sarah
Woods (21) eased past their
Galway opponents in the sec-
ond half to win the champion-
ship in style.

For coach Mark Ingle it was
a day to relish as he reflected
on his team’s performance.

“We didn’t have a great
campaign last season but we
regrouped as a team and the
attitude all season has been
outstanding.

“We lost a cup semi-final in
Cork to Brunell and questions
were asked about our pedigree
but I think we have answered
them all in recent weeks and I
am very proud of the entire
squad.”

Ambassador UCC Glanmire
gained revenge for their cup
semi final defeat to champions
Pyrobel Killester with a 96-83
overtime win at Clontarf. The
sides were deadlocked at 75
points each at full time when
Killester’s Ella McCloskey
tied the game but the out-
standing Shrita Parker (31)
helped Glanmire in extra time
to gain the all-important win.

There was a shock in the
Cork derby when Singleton’s
Supervalu Brunell edged out
Fr Mathew’s 72-71. It was an-
other disappointing loss for
the new Fr Mathew’s head
coach Niamh Dwyer who suf-
fered her fourth consecutive
defeat in the role since taking
over from James Fleming.

WIT Wildcats travelled to
basement side Marble City
Hawks and came away with a
comfortable 80-54 win. Liffey
Celtics were tested on their
home court by IT Carlow be-
fore  r unning  out  84 -66
winners.

In the Men’s Super League
Coughlan C&S Neptune suf-
fered another defeat, this time
going down at home to a resur-
gent DCU Saints. Neptune
were quickest from the blocks

Eanna led 49-36 at the break
and with Stefan Zecevic (34)
showing a resemblance of his
early season form his side
were full value for their win
much to the delight of coach
Darren McGovern.

“We have been a little bit in-
consistent since our cup final
loss  but  the lads haven’t
stopped working hard and I
think they were rewarded
with a win against a very good
side,” McGovern said.

Pyrobel Killester are also
finishing the season in style
and a 30-point contribution
from American Kason Harrell
paved the way for their 83-70
win over Keane’s Supervalu
Killorglin.

Moycullen’s recent winning
run came to an end at Griffith
College Templeogue when los-
ing 90-80 with Lorcan Murphy
leading their scoring with a
29-point tally.

against Maree in Castleisland
last night, but the venue made
little difference as they ran
out 100-84 winners.

Nearest challengers Belfast
Star put in another huge shift
at Abbey Seals Dublin Lions
when demolishing the base-
ment side 102-61. The game
was settled in the first half
when Star surged into a 21-
point lead but coach Adrian
Fulton is simply taking it one
game at a time.

“We are not even thinking
about what’s going on with
other teams as we are in sec-
ond place and now we must
prepare for a home clash
against Neptune.”

DBS Eanna are also pushing
har d  for  the  Cha m pions
Trophy play offs and they pro-
duced another solid perform-
ance when disposing of UCD
Marian 90-76.

In  a  comp et i t i ve  g a me

and surged into an 11-point
lead just two minutes into the
game.

That’s as good as it got for
them as the Saints gradually
began taking control and
edged into a 45-40 interval
lead.

The Cork side lacked desire
and intensity in the second
half and with former Ameri-
can Michael Bonaparte finish-
ing with a game high 24 points
the Saints were full value for
their 86-77 win.

After the game the dejected
Neptune player coach Leh-
mon Colbert admitted: “Saints
had players that put up big
numbers as our defence lack-
ed aggression and the end re-
sult is always inevitable when
you play as badly in defence as
we did in this game.” Garvey’s
Tralee Warriors had to wait
almost 24 hours to play their
re s ch ed u l ed  home  g a m e

The DCU Mercy squad celebrate after victory over Maree at the DCU Complex secured the Women’s Super League.
Pictures courtesy of Basketball Ireland Twitter page

DCU Mercy captain Sarah Woods
with coach James Weldon.

Valimaki lift first Euro Tour title after playoff
closing 69, with Finn Mikko
Korhonen and Italian Guido
Migliozzi at 11 under.

England’s Jordan Smith fin-
ished in the group at nine
under, a shot clear of country-
man Robert Rock and Scottish
pair Grant Forrest and Con-
nor Syme.

Englishman Callum Shink-
win had led by one shot with
nine holes to play but made a
quadruple-bogey on the 17th
as he eventually finished at six
under.

Valimaki. There are not many
words to say, it’s unbelievable.

“After the ninth hole when I
made a double I knew that the
10th hole is good and I had to
make a birdie on that.

“I didn’t make a really good
par on 11 and after that bogey I
felt like, ‘okay this is gone’.
But then I just grinded, made
three birdies and on the last,
an awesome birdie.”

Frenchman Adrien Saddier
bogeyed the 17th to finish a
shot out of the play-off after a

The 21-year-old left himself
around 20 feet for his closing
gain that set up the play-off,
and the duo could not be sep-
arated as they both made par
on the first two trips back up
the last.

They both hit perfect drives
at the third time of asking but
Stone sent his second shot
clattering into the stands and
could not get up and down,
leaving Valimaki to take the
trophy with a par.

“ I t ’ s  a wesome, ”  sa id

School.
He was outside the top 100

after day one in Muscat but
climbed the leaderboard over
the weekend and was along-
side Stone in a six-strong tie
for the lead after round three.

The South African holed a
gutsy 20-foot putt on the 18th
to set the target at 13 under
after a 70 and pile the pressure
on Valimaki, who was playing
in  the  group behind  and
needed a birdie of his own to
take the contest to extra holes.

Golf

Phil Casey

Sami Valimaki  overcame
Brandon Stone in a play-off to
win  his  f irs t  European
Tour title at the Oman Open.

The Finn claimed four wins
on the satellite Pro Golf Tour
after turning professional in
January last year but was
playing just his sixth Euro-
pean Tour event following his
step up at the Qualifying

Jorge wreaks
havoc on
Hockey
League

Hockey

Stephen Findlater

Hockey Ireland’s  “Bad
Weather Protocols” came
under the microscope over
the weekend after the EY
Hockey League was subject
to two postponements and
two abandonments with
Storm Jorge hitting hard.

Munster Hockey made
the decision on Friday even-
ing to  order a  blanket
cancelation of all local
league action under their
own protocols in the face of
orange weather warnings.

That meant the men’s
Munster Senior Cup semis
and a crucial women’s Divi-
sion One tie between UCC
and Cork C of I will have to
find a new date.

Cork Harlequins’ trip to
Old Alex was called off
early on due to the antici-
pated conditions as was Pe-
gasus’s date with Pembroke
in the women’s league with
dangerous return travel the
main concern.

UCD’s derby with Muck-
ross got the go-ahead but
the wind soon reared up
and blew the goals off their
positions and the game was
duly cancelled.

It left just two completed
games with Catholic Insti-
tute continuing their excel-
lent run of form in Febru-
ary as  they drew with
league leaders Loreto.

Roisin Upton, as so al-
ways, was the inspiration
with a virtuoso sweeper
performance in addition to
scoring the opening goal in
the sixth minute. Hayley
Mulcahy did equalise with
a flashy reverse in the third
quarter but Insta dug in for
an important point.

Belfast  Harlequins,
meanwhile, got their first
win of the season when
Alex Kelly struck with the
final play for a 4-3 success
over Railway Union.

On the men’s side, Monk-
stown and Lisnagarvey fol-
lowed the protocols cor-
rectly and agreed to press
on with their 4pm table-
topper at Rathdown. They
fell foul of the severity of
the storm as earlier pitch
inspections took place in
sunshine and both sides
wanted to give the tie a
chance to be completed.

They only got as far as
half-time when high winds
and hailstones saw the
game abandoned with
Town leading 2-1 before a
decision was reluctantly
made. It meant the Dub-
liners missed out on the
chance of cutting the gap to
two points to Garvey and
they were duly joined by
Banbridge and Three Rock
Rovers on 23 points after
they picked up victories.

Bann scored three times
in the last nine minutes to
defeat YMCA 3-1 while
Rovers did the damage
early on against Corinthian
with Harry Morris and Ben
Walker scoring in the first
eight minutes of a 2-1 win.
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Jack
Anderson

L
AST week, in a joint
announcement by the
English, Scottish, and
Irish Football Associ-

ations, guidelines were pub-
lished mandating that there
should be no heading of foot-
balls in training for children
of primary school age. Fur-
thermore, from age 11 to 18,
the guidelines provide for a
slow, incremental introduc-
tion of heading technique.

FAI interim deputy CEO
Niall Quinn has already said
that the FAI have been in
touch with the various foot-
ball authorities in the UK and
Uefa on this issue. Moreover,
under the FAI’s 2015 Player
Development Plan, children in
Ireland play with footballs
which are weighted dependent
on their age.

Should, however, the FAI,
follow its neighbours in full,
and adopt the heading ban for
children?

Yes, they should — and
here’s why.

The move by the FA in Eng-
land to introduce guidelines
restricting headers by
children can be traced back in
part to England’s 2-1 loss to
Uruguay at the 2014 World
Cup, during which Uruguay’s
Álvaro Pereira took an acci-
dental knee in the head from
Raheem Sterling.

What followed was part
farce, and near negligence.

As Perieira lay on the
ground, trainers tried to
slap him awake. As he
came to, he immedi-
ately remonstrated
with his trainers be-
cause, like most
players, he wanted to
return to play. Unlike
most sports then and
now, he was, within
three minutes of
sustaining the
concussive blow,
allowed to re-
turn, playing
out the last
30 minutes
of the game.

That inci-
dent, and
later others invol-

when wet) leather ball and
who was a member of Eng-
land’s 1970 World Cup squad.

On his premature death,
aged 59, from a neurodegener-
ative disease, the coroner rec-
orded a verdict of death by
industrial disease, suggesting
a causal link between Astle’s
suffering and repeated
headers in training and in
games.

A determined campaign by

the Astle family, and anecdo-
tal evidence surrounding the
prevalence of various neur-
ogenerative diseases in profes-
sional footballers who played
in the 1960s and 70s — includ-
ing members of the 1966 World
Cup winning team — placed
even greater media scrutiny
on football’s regulatory re-
sponse.

In 2017, a research group at
the University of Glasgow, led
by consultant neuropathol-
ogist Dr Willie Stewart, and
supported by the FA and PFA,
examined NHS Scotland data
to compare the causes of death
of 7,676 former male profes-
sional football players, born
between 1900 and 1976, against
just over 23,000 people drawn

from the general population.
The results were stark: the

former professional foot-
ballers were three and a half
times more likely to suffer
from dementia and other
serious neurological diseases;
there was a five-fold increase
in the risk of Alzheimer’s; a
four-fold increase in motor
neurone disease; and a two-
fold increase in Parkinson’s.

The Stewart Report stopped
short of concluding that there
was a direct, causal link be-
tween the results and the
heading of footballs. Never-
theless, the results were suffi-
ciently conclusive to ensure
that in upholding their duty of
care towards all those who
play football and noting that

children’s brains are much
more susceptible to con-
cussion than those of adults,
the various FAs in the UK took
the decision to restrict head-
ing in pre-teen football.

Given the legal and medical
responses outlined above and
taking into account Niall
Quinn’s recent comments and
the FAI’s progressive history
on this; it seems inevitable
that the FAI will follow suit.

It must be remembered
though that any protocols on
concussion are only as effec-
tive as they are enforced. The
most basic but effective advice
to any coach of a young team
remains — if in doubt, sit them
out.

Moreover, the FA’s guide-
lines do not ban heading out-
right and this is because if the
technique is not taught at
some point in a player’s devel-
opment, then evident prob-
lems will arise at the adult
level. This is similar to rugby
wherein the teaching of cor-
rect tackling technique (as op-
posed to banning tackling out-
right at underage level) is an
important, preventative
measure in mitigating the risk
of injury.

Finally, one issue that was
slightly overlooked in the
Stewart study was that it also
found that the former foot-
ballers were less likely to die
of other common health prob-
lems (heart disease and
certain cancers) and lived on
average three and a quarter
years longer than the general
population.

For many then, and even
those who work in the area of
neurodegenerative disease,
the benefits of playing sport
continue to outweigh the as-
sociated risks. As one expert
stated on release of the Stew-
art Report: “A healthy heart is
the best was to keep the brain
healthy”, meaning that played
safely, a game of ball with
your mates is still one of the
best tonics for your mental
and physical well-being.
■ Jack Anderson is Professor of
Sports Law at the University of
Melbourne.

ving Argentina’s Javier Ma-
scherano, who cracked heads
with a Dutch player in the
semi-final, and a blow to the
head of Germany’s Christoph
Kramer in the 2014 World Cup
final, put the spotlight on
faults in Fifa’s concussion
protocols at the time, since
overhauled.

The month after the 2014
World Cup, Fifa was named as
a party to a class-action law-
suit in the US federal courts
filed by a group of parents and
players. The action claimed
that Fifa and various soccer
authorities within the US had
been negligent in the treat-
ment of cumulative head in-
juries.

As evidence, the plaintiffs
highlighted research suggest-
ing that high school soccer
players in the US annually
sustained more concussions
than participants in baseball,
basketball, softball, and
wrestling combined.

Unlike similar class-action
litigation brought in the US
against the NFL in ice hockey
and in the NCAA in college
sports, the claim was not for
compensation; the claimants
simply wanted rule changes.

In 2015, a settlement was
reached between the parties
and the US soccer authorities
in which a series of guidelines,
very similar to those an-
nounced last week, were put

in place in youth soccer
across the United States.

In the UK, the issue of
chronic injury arising
out of the heading of
footballs has long been
associated with the

story of former West
Brom striker Jeff

Astle, a noted
header of the
then-heavy
(especially

A young girl heads the ball during the Futsal-Cup 2019 in Wuppertal, Germany. It is thought children’s brains
are much more susceptible to concussion than those of adults. Picture: Bongarts/Getty Images

Why the FAI should follow our
neighbours’ lead on kids heading

Mikel Arteta: His Arsenal team
face Portsmouth tonight.

Sky Sports Football, 12pm).

SUNDAY
CYCLING: Paris-Nice, (Eurosport
1, 12.30pm).
GAA: GAA Beo, (TG4, TBC); Al-
lianz League Sunday, (RTE Two,
9.30pm).
GOLF: European Tour, Commer-
cial Bank Qatar Masters, (Sky
Sports Golf, 9am); PGA Tour, Ar-
nold Palmer Invitational, (Sky
Sports Main Event, 7.30pm).
RUGBY: Guinness Six Nations,
Scotland v France, (Virgin Median
One, BBC One, 2.30pm)

SOCCER: Premier League: Chel-
sea v Everton, (Sky Sports Premier
League, 1pm, Sky Sports Main
Event, 2pm); Manchester United v
Manchester City, (Sky Sports Main
Event, Sky Sports Premier
League, 4pm).

SOCCER: Sky Bet Championship,
Nottingham Forest v Millwall, (Sky
Sports Main Event, Sky Sports
Football, 7pm).

SATURDAY
CRICKET: Third ODI, South Africa
v Australia, (Sky Sports Main
Event, 8am).
GOLF: European Tour, Commer-
cial Bank Qatar Masters, (Sky
Sports Golf, 9am); PGA Tour, Ar-
nold Palmer Invitational, (Sky
Sports Golf, 5.30pm).
RUGBY UNION: Guinness Six
Nations, England v Wales, (Virgin
Media One, 4.45pm).;
SOCCER:  P remier  League ,
Liverpool v Bournemouth, (BT
Sport 1, 12pm); Burnley v Totten-
ham, (Sky Sports Main Event, Sky
Sports Premier League, 5pm); Sky
Bet Championship, Bristol City v
Fulham, (Sky Sports Main Event,

Arnold Palmer Invitational, (Sky
Sports Main Event, Sky Sports
Golf, 2pm).
SOCCER: FA Cup, Derby v Man-
chester United, (BT Sport 1, 7pm).
Euro 2021 Women’s Qualifier: Re-
public of Ireland v Greece, (RTE
Two, 7pm).

FRIDAY
GAA: Eirgrid Leinster U21 FC final:
Dublin v Laois, (TG4, 7.20pm).
GOLF: European Tour, Commer-
cial Bank Qatar Masters, (Sky
Sports Golf, 7.30am; Sky Sports
Main Event 11.30am; PGA Tour,
Arnold Palmer Invitational, (Sky
Sports Main Event, Sky Sports
Golf, 2pm).
RUGBY: Gallagher Premiership,
Worcester v Northampton, (BT
Sport 1, 7pm); Guinness PRO14,
Dragons v Benetton, (Premier
Sports 1, 7pm).

Liverpool, (BBC One, 7.30pm),
West Brom v Newcastle, (eir Sport
1, 7.50pm); Ladbrokes Premier-
ship, Hibernian v Hearts, (BT Sport
1, 7.15pm).

WEDNESDAY
CRICKET: Second ODI, South Af-
rica v Australia, (Sky Sports
Cricket 10.55am).
GAA: Eirgrid Munster U21 FC
final: Kerry v Cork, (TG4, 7.20pm).
SOCCER: FA Cup, Sheffield Wed-
nesday v Manchester City, (BBC
One, 7.30pm), Tottenham v Nor-
wich, (eir Sport 1, 7.35pm); Lad-
brokes Premiership, Livingston v
Celtic, (BT Sport 1, 7.15pm).

THURSDAY
GOLF: European Tour, Commer-
cial Bank Qatar Masters, (Sky
Sports Golf, 7.30am; Sky Sports
Main Event 11.30am; PGA Tour,

TODAY

CRICKET: Second Test, New Zeal-
and v India, (Sky Sports Cricket,
10.25pm), Sky Sports Main Event,
11pm).
GAA: GAA 2020, (TG4, 8pm).
RUGBY: Against the Head, (RTE
Two, 8pm).
SOCCER: Soccer Republic, (RTE
Two, 7.30pm); FA Cup, Port-
smouth v Arsenal, (BT Sport 1,
7.15pm); Sky Bet Championship,
Middlesbrough v Nottingham
Forest, (Sky Sports Main Event,
Sky Sports Football, 7.30pm).

TOMORROW
SOCCER: FA Cup, Chelsea v

TV WEEK
AHEAD
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RESULTS

(S Hoban Logan, RMoore, A Barnwell, S
Moore, A Naughton); Genesis v
Avoca, abandoned in second quarter.

HANDBALL
All-Ireland Senior singles quarter-fin-
als: Men’s: Westmeath (Robbie
McCarthy) dft Kerry (Dominick Lynch)
21-3, 19-21, 21-1. Armagh (Charly
Shanks) dft Clare (Colin Crehan) 19-21,
21-9, 21-6. Galway (Martin Mulkerrins)
dft Meath (Brian Carroll) 21-11, 21-
8. Clare (Diarmuid Nash) dft Kilkenny
(Peter Funchion) 21-11, 21-4.
Ladies: Limerick (Martina McMahon) dft
Armagh (Megan McCann) 21-5, 21-
1. Roscommon (Fiona Tully) W/O Kil-
dare (Mollie Dagg) scr.
Antrim (Aisling Reilly) dft Tipperary (Si-
nead Meagher) 21-14, 21-6. Cork (Ca-
triona Casey) dft Westmeath (Aoife
McCarthy) 21-4, 21-4.

MOTORSPORT
Navan Navigation Trial (Round 7, Mo-
torsport Ireland National Navigation
Trial Championship) Tunnyduff Com-
munity Centre, Bailieboro: 1. D. Mack-
arel/C. Boylan (Subaru) 9penalties; 2.M.
Tynan/F. Clerkin (Subaru) 16pens; 3. S.
Dalton/S. McTigue (Subaru) 17pens; 4.
J. McCabe/S. Farrell (Subaru) 22pens;
5. B. Graham/R. Treanor (Subaru)
31pens; 6. M. Tynan/C. Tynan (Subaru)
47 pens.

RUGBY
Guinness PRO14: Munster 29 Scarlets
10, Dragons 13 Cheetahs 10, Kings 19
Connacht 29.
French Top 14: Racing 92 49 La Ro-
chelle 0, Agen 15 Clermont Auvergne
32, Pau 19 Montpellier 15, Bayonne 20
Toulouse 10, Brive 30 Lyon 16, Bor-
deaux 26 Castres 24, Toulon 19 Stade
Francais 19.
English Premiership: Northampton 21
Saracens 27, Gloucester 17 Sale 23,
Leicester 14 Worcester 8, Harlequins 34
Exter 30, London Irish 26 Wasps 36,
Bath 13 Bristol 19.
Energia All-Ireland Division 1A: Dub-
lin University 0 Cork Constitution 27
(Tries: G Hurley, JJ O’Neill (2), Penalty
Try; Pen: A Moynihan; Con: Aidan
Moynihan); Lansdowne 12 (Tries: Peter
Sullivan, Dan Sheehan; Con: Tim Foley)
Ballynahinch 6 (Pen: Greg Hutley (2));
UCC 12 (Tries: Michael Clune, Murray
Linn; Con: James Taylor) Terenure Col-
lege 14 (Tries: Niall O’Sullivan, Caolan
Dooley; Con: Jake Swaine (2)); UCD 22
(Tries: Alex Penny, David Ryan Ronan
Foley; Pen: James Tarrant; Con: James
Tarrant (2)) Clontarf 19 (Tries: Michael
Courtney (2), Ivan Soroka; Con: Sean
Kearns (2));
Energia All Ireland Division 1B: City of
Armagh 18 (Tries: Robert Whitten, Neil
Faloon; Pen: Cormac Fox (2); Con: Cor-
mac Fox) Shannon 0; Naas 3 (Pen:
Peter Osborne) Banbridge 6 (Pen:
Bruce Houston, Adam Doherty); Navan
5 (Tries: Bryan McKeever) Old Wesley
33 (Tries: Craig Miller, Josh Pim (2),
Penalty Try, Stephen Boyle; Con: Rory
Stynes (3)); Old Belvedere 12 (Tries:
Ryan Mc Mahon, Peter McCague; Con:
Tommy Whittle) Highfield 17 (Tries:
Penalty Try, Colin O’ Neill, Kevin
Slater); St. Mary’s College 7 (Tries:
Craig Kennedy; Con: Michael O’Gara)
Malone 19 (Tries: Joe Dunleavy (2)
Conor Spence ; Con: Callum Smith (2));
Division 2A: Ballymena 48 Dolphin 0,
Queens University 24 Old Crescent
7; Rainey Old Boys 8 Cashel 15; Divi-
sion 2B: Ballina 12 Dungannon 31,
Blackrock College 12 Belfast Harlequins
0, Greystones 3 Wanderers 19, Mala-
hide 17 Galwegians 10; Division
2C: Clonmel 33 City of Derry 5; Omagh
15 Midleton 19; Skerries 31 Bruff 7; Sun-
day’s Well 21 Enniscorthy 26; Tullamore
5 Bangor 0;
Energia Women’s AIL: Old Belvedere
27 Suttonians 5.

SOCCER
Munster Senior League: Junior Super
Cup Rd 1: Tramore Ath 0 Midleton 1,
Cobh Wanderers 4 Glasheen 0, Carriga-
line Utd B 0 Avondale Utd 1; Rd 2: May-
field Utd 3 Crosshaven 4, U.C.C. 6 Ban-
don 1, Everton Utd 6 Kilreen Celtic 0,
U.C.C. Academicals 6 Riverstown 2;
Junior Premier Division: Carrigaline 4
Leeside 1; JL1: Fermoy 4 Youghal Utd
2.
Limerick Desmond League:
MFA League Champions Trophy Semi
Final: Rathkeale AFC 2 Doolans Cow 1
(aet).

TENNIS
Acapulco, Mexico Men’s final: (1) Ra-
fael Nadal (Spa) bt Taylor Harry Fritz
(USA) 6-3 6-2
Women’s Final: Heather Watson (Gbr)
bt Leylah Annie Fernandez (Can) 6-4 6-7
(8-10) 6-1.

more Gaels 2-12 St Farnan’s 2-11.
TIPPERARY
Div 2 HL: Templederry Kenyons 2-15
Killenaule 1-18;Div 1 FL: JK Brackens 4-
10 Clonmel g 1-6.
WICKLOW
Division 1 SFL: Tinahely 1-11 Baltin-
glass 0-13, Newtown 2-12 Arklow Geral-
dines-Ballymoney 0-4, St Patrick’s Wick-
low 2-5 Avondale 0-10, Rathnew, Rath-
new 2-7 Blessington 0-9; Division 1A
SFL: St Patrick’s Kilcoole 1-7 Bray Em-
mets Gaa Club 0-10, Greystones 2-7
Coolkenno 0-8.

GOLF
Oman Open, Alb Mouj Golf (Gbr un-
less stated, par 72):
275 Brandon Stone (Rsa) 67 71 67 70,
Sami Valimaki (Fin) 74 67 64 70 (Valima-
ki wins on 3rd hole); 276 Adrien Saddier
(Fra) 72 68 67 69; 277 Guido Migliozzi
(Ita) 66 72 68 71, Mikko Korhonen (Fin)
73 67 65 72; 279 Alejandro Canizares
(Spa) 70 69 72 68, Jordan Smith 70 70
67 72, Rasmus Hojgaard (Den) 67 68 70
74, George Coetzee (Rsa) 68 73 72
66; 280 Ross Fisher 68 75 70 67, Joost
Luiten (Ned) 69 69 67 75, Clement Sor-
det (Fra) 70 71 66 73, Martin Kaymer
(Ger) 73 69 67 71, Grant Forrest 70 73 69
68, Connor Syme 73 70 69 68, Antoine
Rozner (Fra) 71 70 70 69, Lorenzo Gagli
(Ita) 69 70 73 68; 281 Haotong Li (Chn)
73 69 68 71, Robin Roussel (Fra) 75 69
67 70, Tae Hee Lee (Kor) 67 75 70 69,
Matthew Jordan 77 67 71 66, Shaun
Norris (Rsa) 72 71 70 68, Nicolas Col-
saerts (Bel) 69 67 73 72, Gavin Green
(Mal) 71 70 73 67; 282 S.S.P Chawrasia
(Ind) 68 75 72 67, Paul Waring 70 73 68
71, Callum Shinkwin 69 70 66 77, Fabri-
zio Zanotti (Pry) 69 70 71 72, Zander
Lombard (Rsa) 68 73 76 65; 283 Kalle
Samooja (Fin) 71 65 72 75, Stephen Gal-
lacher 68 67 74 74, Maximilian Kieffer
(Ger) 72 72 73 66, Richard McEvoy 70
68 74 71, Justin Walters (Rsa) 69 74 67
73, Adrian Otaegui (Spa) 68 74 68
73; 284 Cormac Sharvin 75 67 72 70,
Marcus Armitage 72 72 71 69, Robert
Rock 73 65 71 75, Darius VanDriel (Ned)
71 69 72 72, Louis De Jager (Rsa) 69 72
70 73, Rikard Karlberg (Swe) 72 70 71
71, Thomas Detry (Bel) 71 72 71 70; 285
Victor Dubuisson (Fra) 68 75 69 73,
Soren Kjeldsen (Den) 71 70 73 71, Mav-
erick Antcliff (Aus) 72 71 72 70, Jeung-
hun Wang (Kor) 71 68 72 74, Benjamin
Hebert (Fra) 71 72 70 72, Chris Paisley
73 69 71 72, Alexander Levy (Fra) 69 75
71 70; 286 Jeff Winther (Den) 69 72 69
76, Jamie Donaldson 71 73 71 71, Ash-
ley Chesters 73 70 74 69, Edoardo Moli-
nari (Ita) 70 72 72 72; 287 Richard Bland
72 71 69 75, Ben Stow 73 69 73 72, Ad-
rian Meronk (Pol) 73 71 71 72, Nicolai
Hojgaard (Den) 73 71 71 72, Calum Hill
73 68 74 72, JamesMorrison 74 70 72 71
288 Steven Brown 69 74 71 74, Jo-
hannes Veerman (USA) 72 70 73 73 289
Joel Sjoholm (Swe) 72 70 71 76, Aaron
Cockerill (Can) 69 73 70 77, Lars Van
Meijel (Ned) 72 72 71 74; 290 Darren Fi-
chardt (Rsa) 74 69 73 74, Pablo Larraza-
bal (Spa) 73 70 74 73; 291 Scott Hend
(Aus) 70 72 72 77, Dean Burmester
(Rsa) 73 71 73 74, Jack Singh Brar 71 73
73 74, Robin Sciot-Siegrist (Fra) 70 73
73 75; 292 Sean Crocker (USA) 72 71 71
78; 293 Benjamin Poke (Den) 71 73 72
77; 294 Andrea Pavan (Ita) 71 72 70 81.

HOCKEY
Men EYHL Division 1: Annadale 2 (A
McAllister, D Tremlett) Pembroke 6 (A
Sothern 4, A Burns, NBurns); Banbridge
3 (J McKee 2, Ph Brown) YMCA 1 (G
Glutz); Corinthian 1 (R Clarke) Three
Rock Rovers 2 (H Morris, B Walker);
UCD 4 (I Styles, M Romoli, C Murphy, D
Nolan) Glenanne 6 (B Venter, C Ken-
nedy, S Boucher, J McCormack, G
Shaw, S Ronan); Monkstown v Lisnagar-
vey, abandoned at half-time.
Munster Senior Cup: UCC P Cork Har-
lequins P, Bandon P Cork C of I P.
Women EYHL Division 1: Belfast Harle-
quins 4 (L Geddes, C Weir, J Watt, A
Kelly) Railway Union 3 (L Lloyd 2, K Dil-
lon); Loreto 1 (H Mulcahy) Catholic Insti-
tute 1 (R Upton); UCD vMuckross, aban-
doned in second quarter. Postponed:
Old Alexandra v Cork Harlequins, Pem-
broke Wanderers v Pegasus.
Munster Division 1: Postponed: UCC v
Cork C of I; Belvedere v Bandon; Limer-
ick v Waterford.
Leinster Division 1:Avoca 3 (J Elmes 2,
E Goode) Weston 1 (E Ryan); Dublin
North 3 (S Dempsey 2, A Sweeney) Kil-
kenny 2 (E Dore 2); Dublin University 1
Railway Union 5 (M McKenzie 3, M Ful-
ham 2); Portrane 1 (C Neville) Clontarf 3
(K Mullins, K Murray, D Keuter); Rathgar
5 (A Malcolm 2, A White, S Malcolm, G
Prendergast) Bray 0; Clontarf 0 Corin-
thian 9 (N Torrans 2, L McGrane 2, C
Holdermann, J McGrane, S Quill, H
McKay, I Maleady); North Kildare 0 Naas
1 (S Jennings); Rathgar 0 Monkstown 5

4; 2. Ireland 13; 3. Australia 22; =4 Ca-
nada/Israel 25; 6. Brazil 26; (=7 Colom-
bia/Mexico/Chile 22 -first round only).
Medium Tour Grand Prix - Vejer de la
Frontera, Spain: 1.45m: 1. Chilli/Jessi-
ca Hewitt (Gbr) 0/0 30.60; 2. Atlantic du
Seigneur/Max Wachman (Irl) 0/0
31.49; 3. Costello DC/Alex Cordina Leria
(Esp) 0/0 32.27.

GAA
Allianz Football League: Division 1:
Mayo 1-13 Kerry 1-14, Tyrone 1-10 Dub-
lin 1-7, Donegal 2-12 Monaghan 0-8,
Meath 1-12 Galway 1-14; FL Division 2:
Laois 0-10 Kildare 0-15, Roscommon 1-
16 Westmeath 0-12, Cavan 0-15 Clare 1-
14; FL Division 3: Louth 1-12 Leitrim 3-
14, Cork 3-13 Derry 3-11, Longford 3-12
Tipperary 3-7, Offaly 0-9 Down 0-17; FL
Division 4: London 2-10 Wicklow 5-9,
Wexford 1-9 Sligo 2-7, Waterford 2-14
Carlow 2-14, Antrim 2-21 Limerick 1-12.
Allianz Hurling League: Division 1A:
Galway 2-18 Cork 1-16, Limerick 1-24
Westmeath 0-18, Tipperary 0-24 Water-
ford 2-16; Division 1B: Clare 0-27 Dub-
lin 1-15, Laois 1-19 Kilkenny 3-22, Wex-
ford 2-29 Carlow 1-11; Division 2A:
Kerry 2-14 Antrim 2-20, Meath 1-17
Mayo 0-18, Offaly 4-29 Wicklow 2-14;
Division 2B: Down 0-19 Kildare 1-14,
Roscommon 0-10 Derry 0-16, Warwick-
shire W/O to London; Division 3A: Ar-
magh 3-16 Tyrone 0-25 , Longford 0-13
Donegal 0-19, Monaghan 3-12 Louth 1-
10;Division 3B: Leitrim 2-13 Lancashire
1-11, Cavan 3-10 Sligo 4-20.
CORK
RPH Division 1 FL (Kelleher Shield):
St Finbarrs 2-13 O Donovan Rossa 2-10,
Clonakilty 0-11 St Michaels 2-12, Ballin-
collig 1-17 Mallow 0-15, Cill na Martra 0-
13 Castlehaven 1-12, St Michaels 1-6
Ballincollig 0-15; Division 2 FL: Eire Og
0-12 Clyda Rovers 1-6, Ilen Rovers 2-14
Carrigaline 2-12, Valley Rovers 0-6 New-
market 1-11, Ballingeary 1-7 Fermoy 2-
8; Division 3: Bandon 1-8 Glanworth 1-
9, Nemo Rangers 0-11 Rockchapel 1-4,
Castletownbere 1-6 Knocknagree 2-16,
Aghada 4-8 Macroom 1-14; Division 4:
Dromtarriffe 2-12 St Vincents 2-11, Ga-
briel Rangers 1-9 Na Piarsaigh 4-8, Kin-
sale 2-11 Mayfield 1-14, Glenville 0-8
Kinsale 0-6; Division 5: Millstreet 0-9 St
Nicks 1-6, Grenagh 1-6 St Finbarrs 0-8,
Kilshannig 2-7 Ballinora 1-12; Red FM
Div 2 HL:Ballyhea 3-21 Castlelyons 2-9;
Division 4 HL: Sarsfields 1-21 Ballygar-
van 0-7, Cloughduv 2-15 Midleton 0-10;
JAHL:Whitechurch1-11Shanballymore
0-11.
Carbery - Div 1 FL: Ballinascarthy 1-18
Clonakilty 1-8, Kilmacabea 2-6 Tadhg
Mac Carthaigh 0-13, Muintir Bhaire 1-6
Kilmeen 3-9, Urhan 1-4 St James 1-11;
Div 2 FL: St Oliver Plunketts 1-13 Diar-
muid O Mathunas 1-4, Carbery Rangers
3-10 Kilbrittain 0-10;Div 3 FL:Garnish 0-
17 Randal Og 3-5.
East - JFL Div 1: Cloyne 1-2 Carrigtwo-
hill 1-8; Div 3: Dungourney 0-9 Aghada
1-5, St Catherines 1-2 Dungourney 1-8,
Glanmire 2-7 Aghada 1-7; Div 4: Lis-
goold 1-12 Carrigtwohill 2-15; U21CFC:
Glenbower Rovers 3-9 Carraig na
bhFear 1-9.
Muskerry - U21CFC quarter-final: Kil-
michael 1-3 Macroom 0-12; JAFL: Blar-
ney 2-10 Canovee 1-13; U21BFC re-
play: Aghinagh 1-9 Grenagh 0-6.
Seandun - JAFL: Delany’s 2-10 St Fin-
barrs 2-5; JBFL: Passage 2 1-8 Whites
Cross 0-13, Nemo Rangers 2-8 Douglas
0-10; JAHL: Na Piarsaigh 0-15 Bishop-
stown 2-18.
South East - U21BFC:Ballinhassig 1-10
Diarmuid O’Murchú 1-6, Valley Rovers 2-
13 Tracton 2-4; JAFL: Shamrocks 0-12
Ballymartle 0-4, Courcey Rovers 2-7 Bel-
gooly 1-9, Tracton 2-11 Crosshaven 1-7,
Ballinhassig 2-14 Valley Rovers 2-8.
LIMERICK
County U21AHC Group 2: Bruff 1-16
Killacolla Gaels 0-10, Cappamore 0-14
Croagh/Kilfinny/Rathkeale 2-7; County
U21BHC Group 3: Ballybricken-Boher-
more/Fedamore 3-10 Templeglantine 0-
11, Knockainey 4-13 Dromcollogher
Broadford 0-3.
MAYO
Centenary Cup: Ballyhaunis 1-7 Swin-
ford 1-5; Kelly Cup: Islandeady 0-10
Burrishoole 1-10;SweeneyCup:Kiltane
0-6 Knockmore 2-15, Ballina Stephe-
nites 1-10 Ardnaree Sarsfields 1-8, Bon-
niconlon 0-12 Crossmolina Deel Rovers
0-11.
MEATH
County A FL Division 1: Dunshaughlin
GAA 0-16 Oldcastle 0-6, Gaeil Colmcille
0-13 Navan O’Mahonys 1-6, Ratoath 4-7
Na Fianna CLG 2-6, Seneschalstown
GFC 0-17 Donaghmore/Ashbourne 0-
13;Division 2:Dunderry 3-6 St Patrick’s
0-12
SLIGO
Kiernan Cup: Shamrock Gaels 1-11 St
Molaise Gaels 2-6; Benson Cup: Owen-

3 C Leahy (unatt) 28:28;
Women: 1 B Gaffney (Mallow) 24:38; 2
D Ansbro (Youghal) 25:58; 3 N Forde
(Leevale) 26:06; 4 R Millerick (Youghal,
F40) 26:34; 5 L O’Brien (Youghal, F40)
27:05; 6 E Leahy (Midleton) 27:21; 7 M
O’Flynn (unatt) 29:03; 8 C Geary (Midle-
ton, F40) 29:10; F35: 1 J O’Sullivan
(Youghal) 30:39; 2 C Dineen (Ballintotis
F4L) 32:01; 3 E Hutchinson (unatt)
35:04; F45: 1 D Broderick (Ballintotis
F4L) 31:47; 2 A McCall (Ballymore-
Cobh) 31:51; 3 C Murphy (Youghal)
32:08; F50: 1 E Duggan (Aghada RC)
31:46; 2 CMurphy (Midleton) 32:34; 3 M
Flynn (West Waterford) 33:14; F55: 1 O
Hallahan (unatt) 36:18; 2 L Feeney (St
Catherines) 37:21; 3 A Cooney (Midle-
ton) 37:43; F60: 1 M Lee (St Catherines)
37:23; 2 N Harrington (Galtee) 37:41; 3
M Barry (Midleton) 39:38; FJ: 1 C O’Do-
novan (unatt) 34:45; 2 L Sheehan (unatt)
35:34; 3 C Power (unatt) 36:46.
CIT 5km Road Race (Cork BHAA)
Men: 1 A O’Shea (Mercy Hospital)
15:11; 2 S Collins (Apple) 16:25; 3 E
McElhinney (Glenside) 16:34; 4 C
Murphy (temp-reg) 16:44; 5 T O’Connor
(Ervia, M40) 16:58; 6 A Davis (UCC,
M40) 17:04; 7 S Kirwood (Maryborough
Hotel, F40) 17:18; 8 A Hobbs (Johnson
Controls) 17:21; 9 P Duggan (Musgrave,
M50) 17:26; 10 D Kelly (unatt) 17:30;
Team: (Grade A) 1 UCC 31; 2 Apple 46;
3 Cork CoCo 117. (Grade B) CPO 208; 2
Dept of Education 252; 3 Eli Lilly 418.
(GradeC) 1 Solarwinds 156; 2Musgrave
165; 3 Dell Technologies 172.
Women: 1 G O’Donnell (Kumon Doug-
las, F35) 18:50; 2 J Goggin-Walsh (Nov-
artis, F35) 18:53; 3 S Rynne (Kepak)
19:11; 4 V Spiteri (temp-reg) 19:23; 5 N
Roe (Dept of Educ, F35) 19:58; 6 L
O’Connor (Musgrave, F45) 20:13;
Team: (Grade A) Novartis 101; 2 Dept of
Education 129. (Grade B) 1 HSE 222; 2
Musgrave 276. (Grade C) 1 CPO 406; 2
Pfizer 491.

BASKETBALL
Men’s Super League: Garvey’s Tralee
Warriors 100 Maree 84; Abbey Seals
Dublin Lions 61 Belfast Star 102, DBS
Eanna 90 UCD Marian 76, Griffith Col-
lege Templeogue 90 Moycullen 80, Py-
robel Killester 83 Keane’s Supervalu Kill-
orglin 70, Coughlan C&S Neptune 77
DCU Saints 86;
Women’s Super League: Pyrobel Kill-
ester 83 Ambassador UCC Glanmire 96
(after overtime), Fr Mathews 71 Single-
ton SuperValu Brunell 72, Marble City
Hawks 54 Maxol WIT Wildcats 80, DCU
Mercy 81 Maree 58, Leixlip Amenities Lif-
fey Celtics 84 IT Carlow Basketball 66;
Men’s Division One: LYIT Donegal 73
Tradehouse Central Ballincollig 84,
McGowans Tolka Rovers 102 Waterford
Vikings 67, Limerick Sports Eagles 106
Limerick Celtics 101, EJ Sligo All-Stars
92 IT CarlowBasketball 100, FrMathews
80 Portlaoise Panthers 66, Limerick Cel-
tics 104 Ulster University 94;
Women’s Division One: Phoenix
Rockets 79 NUIG Mystics 67, Trinity Me-
teors 102 Portlaoise Panthers 78, Team
TomMcCarthy’s St Mary’s 69 Ulster Uni-
versity 67, Swords Thunder 76 Tipperary
Knights 61, Trinity Meteors 77 Phoenix
Rockets 65.
NBA: Atlanta Hawks 129 Portland Trail
Blazers 117, Boston Celtics 110 Hous-
ton Rockets 111 (OT), Cleveland Cava-
liers 104 Indiana Pacers 113, Memphis
Grizzlies 105 LA Lakers 88, Miami Heat
116 Brooklyn Nets 113, New York
Knicks 125 Chicago Bulls 115, Phoenix
Suns 99 Golden StateWarriors 115, San
Antonio Spurs 114 Orlando Magic 113.

BOXING
WBA World Super Flyweight title:
Roman Gonzalez (Nic) bt Khalid Yafai
(Gbr) TKO 9 WBCWorld Flyweight Title:
Julio Cesar Martinez (Mex) bt Jay Harris
(Gbr) UD 12.

CAMOGIE
All-Ireland Club Championships Fin-
als - Senior: Sarsfields (Galway) 1-8
Slaughtneil (Derry) 0-10; Intermediate
Final: Gailltír (Waterford) 1-13 St. Ry-
naghs (Offaly) 0-13;
Leagues Division 3 (Gr 1): Limerick 1-
10 Cavan 0-8, Tyrone 6-12 Wicklow 1-1.

EQUESTRIAN
CCI3-S- Barroca D’Alva, Portugal:
OLS King Aragon/Cathal Daniels (Irl)
30.7; 2. Eisfee/David Doel (Gbr) 31.9; 3.
Vick Du Gisors JRA/Kenki Sato (Jpn)
33.6.
CCI2-S: 1. Shannondale Mari/Cathal
Daniels (Irl) 26.9; 2. Rohan De Maneix/
Aurelie Riedweg (Fra) 28.5; 3. Cekatin-
ka/Ryozo Kitajima (Jpn) 29.5.
Grand Prix, Doha, Qatar: 1. Snowdon
Faberge/Kate Dwyer (Irl) 70.043%; 2.
Zodiak/Hanna Karasiova (Blr) 69.106%;
3. Whitney 341/Jill de Ridder (Ger)
69.085%.
Nations Cup, Wellington, USA: 1. USA

ATHLETICS
Irish Life Health National Indoor Ath-
letics Championships, Abbotstown:
Women - 60m: 1. Ciara Neville (Emer-
ald) 7.30, 2. Joan Healy (Leevale) 7.33,
3. Phil Healy (Bandon) 7.36; 200m: 1.
Phil Healy (Bandon) 23.16, 2. Rhasidat
Adeleke (Tallaght) 24.08, 3. Catherine
McManus (Dublin City Harriers)
24.31; 400m: 1. Sophie Becker (St Jo-
seph’s) 53.75, 2. Sharlene Mawdsley
(Newport) 54.10, 3. Nicole Walsh (Gal-
way City Harriers) 55.21; 800m: 1. Nadia
Power (DCH) 2:06.26, 2. Iseult O’Don-
nell (Raheny Shamrock) 2:07.07, 3.
Claire Mooney (UCD) 2:08.06; 1500m:
1. Louise Shanahan (Leevale) 4:40.45,
2. Ciara Everard (UCD) 4:40.78, 3. Amy
O’Donoghue (Emerald)
4:42.44; 3,000m: 1. Ciara Wilson
(D.M.P. A.C.) 9:35.67, 2. Niamh Allen
(Crusaders A.C.) 9:47.78, 3. Niamh
Kearney (Sli Cualann A.C.)
9:48.30; 3,000m race walk: 1. Kate
Veale (West Waterford A.C.) 14:47.05, 2.
Veronica Burke (Ballinasloe and District)
14:54.68, 3. Sarah Glennon (Mullingar
Harriers A.C.) 14:56.38; 60mhurdles: 1.
Sarah Quinn (St Colman’s South Mayo)
8.32, 2. Kate Doherty (DSD) 8.42, 3. Lily-
Ann O’Hora (Dooneen) 8.46; 4x200m
relay: 1. Leevale 1:42.26, 2. Dublin City
Harriers 1:42.48, 3. Tallaght
1:42.76; Pole vault: 1. Ariel Lieghio
(Clonliffe Harriers) 3.95m, 2. Ellen
McCartney (City of Lisburn) 3.85m, 3.
Clodagh Walsh (Abbey Striders)
3.55m; High jump: 1. Pippa Rogan (Sli
Cualann), 1. Sommer Lecky (Finn Val-
ley) 1.75m, 3. Daena Kealy (St Abban’s),
3. Shannon Sheehy (Clonliffe Harriers)
1.70m; Long jump: 1. Saragh Buggy
(St. Abbans A.C.) 6.05m, 2. Sarah
McCarthy (Mid Sutton A.C.) 5.87m, 3.
Jennifer Hanrahan (Tallaght A.C.)
5.71m; Triple Jump: 1. Saragh Buggy
(St Abban’s) 12.80m, 2. Grace Furlong
(Waterford) 12.15m, 3. Kim O’Hare (Ra-
heny Shamrock) 11.60m; Shot Put: 1.
MichaelaWalsh (Swinford A.C.) 14.37m,
2. Casey Mulvey (Inny Vale A.C.)
13.06m, 3. Ciara Sheehy (Emerald A.C.)
13.03m;
MEN: 60m: 1. Dean Adams (Ballymena
& Antrim) 6.74, 2. Mark Smyth (Raheny
Shamrock) 6.84, 3. Conor Morey (Lee-
vale) 6.85; 200m: 1. Mark Smyth (Ra-
heny Shamrock A.C.) 21.04, 2. Paul
McDermott (Donore Harriers) 21.73, 3.
Robert McDonnell (Galway City Harriers
A.C.) 22.06; 400m: 1. Cathal Crosbie
(Ennis Track) 47.93, 2. Andrew Mellon
(Crusaders) 48.02, 3. Brian Gregan
(Clonliffe Harriers) 48.21; 800m: 1. Mark
English (UCD) 1:49.09, 2. Zak Curran
(DSD) 1:50.19, 3. Conor Duncan (Ra-
toath) 1:50.73; 1500m: 1. Andrew Cos-
coran (Star of the Sea) 3:41.36, Brian
Fay (Raheny Shamrock) 3:43.13, Eoin
Pierce (Clonliffe Harriers)
3:45.35; 3,000m: 1. John Travers (Do-
nore Harriers) 8:00.96, 2. Hiko Tonosa
(DSD) 8:03.55, 3. Darragh McElhinney
(UCD) 8:06.18; 5,000m race walk: 1.
David Kenny (Farranfore Maine Valley
A.C.) 19:45.97, 2. Brendan Boyce (Finn
Valley A.C.) 20:07.52; 60m hurdles: 1.
Gerard O’Donnell (Carrick on Shannon)
7.95, 2. Shane Aston (Trim) 8.40, 3.
Rolus Olusa (Clonliffe Harriers)
8.43; 4x200m relay: 1. Emerald 1:28.18,
2. Tallaght 1:28.51, 3. Galway City Har-
riers 1:31.29; Pole vault: 1. Sean Roth
(Dundrum South Dublin A.C.) 4.90m, 2.
Yuri Kanash (West Waterford A.C.)
4.65m, 3. Peter Glass (Letterkenny A.C.)
4.55m; High jump: 1. David Cussen
(Old Abbey) 2.08m, 2. Ciaran Connolly
(Le Cheile) 2.05m, 3. Geoffrey Joy
O’Regan (Sun Hill Harriers)
1.95m; Long jump: 1. Keith Marks
(Clonliffe Harriers) 7.33m, 2. Ben Fisher
(City of Lisburn) 7.17m, 3. Adam
McMullen (Crusaders) 7.12m; Triple
jump: 1. Antony Daffurn (S.R.L. A.C.)
14.79m, 2. Mark Burton (City of Lisburn
A.C.) 14.77m, 3. Abraham Miyares-
Cuesta (Athlone IT A.C.) 14.71m; Shot
put: 1. John Kelly (Finn Valley) 18.35m,
2. James Kelly (Finn Valley) 15.47m, 3.
Sean Carolan (Nenagh Olympic)
13.40m.
Killeagh 4-Mile Road Race, Co Cork:
Men: 1 S Ahern (Youghal) 22:31; 2 P
Cashman (Watergrasshill) 22:41; 3 J
Goggin (unatt) 23:01; 4 P Crotty (East
Cork) 23:15; 5 A Lyons (unatt, M40)
23:25; 6 T Bennett (unatt) 23:42; 7 C
McNamee (Youghal, MJ) 24:14; 8 B Col-
eman (Youghal, M40) 24:22; 9 D Shee-
han (unatt, M40) 24:30; 10 J Malone
(Youghal, M45) 24:34; M45: 2 S
McSweeney (St Nicholas) 25:23; 3 A
Hannigan (Youghal) 26:32; M50: 1 B
O’Keeffe (St Catherines) 26:14; 2 F
O’Meara (Midleton) 27:09; 3 A Murphy
(unatt) 29:27; M55: 1 D Kelleher (unatt)
27:26; 2 L Hoskins (Bridevale) 28:39; 3
M Concannon (West Waterford) 29:53;
M60: 1 D Crowley (Ballymore-Cobh)
28:52; 2 EO’Regan (Youghal) 29:20; 3 P
Quinn (Ballymore-Cobh) 31:20; M65: 1 J
Walshe (RRC) 33:15; 2 I Kohler (Midle-
ton) 39:13; MJ: 2 D Collins (unatt) 28:14;

WEEKEND SCOREBOARD

Allianz FL Division 1
P W D L +/- Pts

Galway 5 4 0 1 22 8
Kerry 5 3 1 1 4 7
Dublin 5 2 2 1 4 6
Tyrone 5 3 0 2 -14 6
Donegal 5 2 1 2 18 5
Monaghan 5 2 1 2 2 5
Mayo 5 1 1 3 -14 3
Meath 5 0 0 5 -22 0
Allianz FL Division 2
Roscommon 5 3 1 1 17 7
Cavan 5 3 0 2 2 6
Armagh 4 2 1 1 13 5
Westmeath 5 2 1 2 -8 5
Laois 5 2 1 2 -8 5
Kildare 5 2 0 3 -2 4
Clare 5 2 0 3 -6 4
Fermanagh 4 1 0 3 -8 2
Allianz FL Division 3
Cork 5 5 0 0 24 10
Longford 5 3 1 1 14 7
Down 5 3 1 1 7 7
Derry 5 2 1 2 4 5
Offaly 5 2 1 2 -4 5
Tipperary 5 1 1 3 -9 3
Leitrim 5 1 1 3 -17 3
Louth 5 0 0 5 -19 0
Allianz FL Division 4
Limerick 5 4 0 1 -5 8
Antrim 5 3 1 1 27 7
Wexford 5 3 0 2 16 6
Wicklow 5 3 0 2 11 6
Sligo 5 3 0 2 8 6
Carlow 5 1 2 2 -6 4
Waterford 5 1 1 3 -10 3
London 5 0 0 5 -41 0

Allianz HL Division 1A
P W D L +/- Pts

Limerick 4 4 0 0 21 8
Waterford 4 3 0 1 9 6
Tipperary 4 2 0 2 18 4
Galway 4 2 0 2 13 4
Cork 5 2 0 3 -2 4
Westmeath 5 0 0 5 -59 0
Allianz HL Division 1B
Clare 5 4 1 0 36 9
Wexford 5 4 0 1 33 8
Kilkenny 5 3 1 1 40 7
Dublin 5 2 0 3 -5 4
Laois 5 1 0 4 -34 2
Carlow 5 0 0 5 -70 0
Allianz HL Division 2A
Antrim 4 4 0 0 63 8
Kerry 5 4 0 1 27 8
Offaly 4 3 0 1 48 6
Meath 5 2 0 3 -26 4
Wicklow 5 1 0 4 -38 2
Mayo 5 0 0 5 -74 0
Allianz HL Division 2B
Down 5 4 0 1 53 8
Derry 4 4 0 0 33 8
Kildare 4 3 0 1 61 6
London 4 1 0 3 -30 2
Roscommon 4 1 0 3 -33 2
Warwickshire 5 0 0 5 -84 0
Allianz HL Division 3A
Donegal 5 4 0 1 21 8
Tyrone 5 4 0 1 13 8
Armagh 5 3 1 1 29 7
Longford 5 2 1 2 -2 5
Monaghan 5 1 0 4 -40 2
Louth 5 0 0 5 -21 0
Allianz HL Division 3B
Sligo 3 3 0 0 27 6
Leitrim 4 2 0 2 6 4
Lancashire 4 2 0 2 2 4
Fermanagh 3 1 0 2 -12 2
Cavan 4 1 0 3 -23 2
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World of Sport

Tokyo Marathon takes
place on empty streets

hours four minutes and 15
seconds, while Israel’s Lonah
Korlima Chemtai Salpeter
won the women’s race in a
course record time of 2:17.45.

Tokyo is due to host the
Olympics from 24 July to 9
August.

“If the Olympics look like
this, it’s going to be a sad
sight,”  68-year-old shoe-
maker Hiroshi Enomoto, who
watched the race in the down-
town area of Asakusa said.

“There are maybe 20% of
the number of people who
came to see the race last year.
Normally, it’s so packed you
can barely breathe.”

More than 200 people have
so far been infected with the
coronavir us  throughout
Japan.

The Tokyo Marathon took
place yesterday against a
backdrop of empty streets
and with just a couple of
hundred runners due to the
coronavirus outbreak.

Organisers had reduced
the  entr ies  to  just  e l i te
runners and wheelchair ath-
letes with the mass race,
which  usual ly  at tracts
around 38,000 runners, can-
celled.

The numbers of volunteers
were also reduced and spec-
tators were advised to “avoid
gathering along the course”
and were instead encouraged
to “support through TV and
radio.”

Event staff and competi-
tors were given surgical
masks and hand sanitizer.

Ethiopian Birhanu Legese
won the men’s race for the
second year in a row in two

Belvo storm to victory

Union are now just a point be-
hind but have played two
games after yesterday’s clini-
cal 62-0 demolition of north-
ern side Malone.

Th e  d isr upt ion  to  the
Women’s 6 Nations campaign
allowed Railway to welcome
Ireland internationals Ailsa
Hughes and Larissa Muldoon
back into the fold.

With top try scorer Steph
Carroll out injured, her place
on the right wing went to
Aoife O’Shaughnessy and the
former Rockwell College
player delivered a hat-trick of
tries.

S l igo  n at i ve  Gr ai n ne
O’Loughlin continued her
transition from intercounty
ladies football with two tries
and a strong outing at loose-
head prop.

Blackrock College dented
Cooke’s hopes of a place in
the knock-out stages with a
41-17 win in Belfast.

Ross O’Donoghue

Old Belvedere made light of
Storm Jorge with a 27-5 win
over Suttonians at  Ollie
Campbell Park.

The impressive Dubliners
scored five tries in bleak con-
ditions to tighten their grip
on a place in the Energia
Women’s All-Ireland League
semi-finals.

“It was gale force winds
and snow in our face at times
but the handling and support
play from our girls was excel-
lent,” said Belvo coach Nora
Stapleton.

“We  ha d  cl ear  fo cus
comi ng  into  this  g a me
around our gameplan in both
attack and defence.

“It shows when you do the
simple things and do them
well you can keep possession
and we scored some amazing
tries.”

UL Bohemian remain top
of the league despite the post-
ponement  of  their  g ame
against Galwegians.

Second placed Railway

Athletics

Rugby Motorsport

Snow postpones rally

sport Ireland National Navi-
gation Trial Championship
remains in the balance after
the top two crews, both from
Cork, endured a torrid time
at the Cavan Navigation
Trial, the penultimate round
of the series.

The Mallow/Drinagh duo
of Derek Butler/Denis O’Do-
novan (Subaru) had a disas-
trous event and finished 17th
with 144 penalties following a
wrong approach at one time
point and missing a succes-
sion of several others.

Mogeely’s James Fitzger-
ald and Ballincollig’s Ken
Carmody (Subaru) were also
in trouble finishing ninth
with 66 penalties, both crews
are now on a total of 96 points
ahead of the title decider in
Monaghan at  the  end of
March. The Cavan event was
won by Derek Mackarel/
Conor Boylan (Subaru), who
incurred just nine penalties.

Martin Walsh

Overnight snow forced the
postponement of the Abbey-
feale based Keltec Limerick
Forest Rally,  the second
round of the Valvoline Irish
Forest Rally Championship
that was set to take place yes-
terday at three forest lo-
cations straddling the Cork,
Limerick and Kerry county
boundaries.

It was the second year in
succession that the event, or-
ganised by the Limerick
Motor Club, fell victim to the
snow that began to fall at
around 2am on Sunday and
quickly covered the forest
tracks.

A club official inspected
the route around 7am yester-
day and after liaising with
the rest of the organising
team, the decision to post-
pone the event was taken at
around 9.30am.

The club are hoping to re-
schedule the rally for the
weekend of 18/19 April.

Meanwhile,  the Motor-

Downey and English secure
Olympic Madison qualification
Cycling

Luke Maguire

Mark Downey and Felix Eng-
lish secured Olympic qualifi-
cation after an 11th place ride
in the Madison event at the
Track World Championships
in Berlin.

It was looking bleak for the
Irish early-on, who were lock-
ed with Portugal and Hong
Kong for the final spot at the
2020 games.

Hong Kong began to put
points on the board early into
the 50km event, forcing the
pressure on Downey and Eng-
lish.

Downey also had a scare at
t h e  midway point  as  he
touched the wheel of the rider
i n  front  o f  h im at  o ver
50kmph, however, the 23-year-
old track specialist managed
to stay upright.

But the luck of the Irish
changed when the Portuguese
were deducted 20 points for
losing a lap and Hong Kong
were forced to retire from the
race.

Though 11th place was well
below the capabilities of the
pair, it was still enough to se-
cure their spot in Tokyo next
July.

“I’m absolutely over the
moon,” said Downey after the
race.

“It’s been a long process for
two years now and I think we
needed 101 things to go our
way. We woke up this morning
and the two of us were so nerv-
ous because we knew we just
couldn’t make one mistake.
We ’ve  had  our  backs  up
ag ainst  the  wall  now for
nearly a year and a half and
we’ve done it in the last race so
that’s pretty special.”

we can say we’ve done it.
There is still a lot to do before
then, we know that, but now
we’re going to enjoy this.
Everyone played their part in
getting here- from the riders
right down to the technical
team behind the scenes”.

Ireland’s success on the
track in recent seasons is
made all the more impressive
by the fact that Ireland is one
of the few competing nations
in Berlin this week without a
purpose built tack.

Plans are in place to build a
velodrome in Ireland post-
Tokyo at the sports campus in
Blanchardstown as part of the
next phase of developments
supposed to be completed in
2021, with an expected cost of
between €15m to €20m.

“We’ve been led to believe
now that there are indications
that it will go ahead and there
are positive signs that this will
become a reality before 2021,”
said Nugent.

“It would make such a dif-
ference to our sport and to our
athletes if they had the option
to train and compete at home.
It would be fantastic.”

Meanwhile the upcoming
events on the World Tour cal-
endar - Strade Bianche and
Tirreno Adriatico in Italy and
Paris-Nice in France, remain
under threat with fears for
athlete and public welfare in
the wake of the coronavirus
scare. Ireland’s Sam Bennett
and Eddie Dunbar who were
in Abu Dhabi for the cancelled
UAE Tour travelled home on
Saturday.

However, four of the com-
peting teams in UAE have
been forced to stay in the Gulf
with suspected coronavirus
cases amongst their riders
and staff.

Technical director of the
Irish track programme Brian
Nugent was thrilled with the
results.

“I’m so pleased with the
team.

“This is what the last few
years have been about - build-
ing towards Tokyo and now

Th e qual i f ic at ion  o f
Downey and English is  a
major boost for Team Ireland
who were buoyed earlier in
the week by the news that Mia
Griffin, Kelly Murphy, Alice
Sharpe and Lara Gillespie set
a new national record in the
team pursuit on Thursday.

and we needed to just beat
Portugal in the race.” Earlier
in the afternoon Alice Sharpe
finished 21st in the Women’s
Points Race. Sharpe was also
in action earlier in the week
when the Women’s Pursuit
Team broke the Irish Record
to finish 8th.

English added: “It was just
mad. We knew everyone, es-
pecially those top five teams
were just going to be untouch-
able essentially. And then we
had two teams we needed to
look at which were Hong Kong
and Portugal. We needed to
put five spots into Hong Kong,

Children compete during Kids Race Day at the UCI Track Cycling World Championships at the Berlin Velodrom yesterday.
Picture: Getty Images
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Three fixtures
in France to be
held behind
closed doors

Three meetings at in
France next week are to
take place behind closed
doors in a response to the
coronavirus outbreak.

At Compiegne, Mon-
day’s jumps card and the
Wednesday fixture on the
Flat will have no paying
customers,  with the
order coming from the
mayor of Compiegne and
the president of the Com-
piegne Racing Society.

It is a similar story at
Chantilly, where Tues-
day’s programme will not
be open to the public.

Racing professionals
will be admitted as nor-
mal. The move is the first
of its kind for the sport in
Europe, but meetings in
Japan and Hong Kong
have been affected in a
similar fashion.

Regarding Compiegne,
a spokesperson for
France Galop said: “This
is  not  a  national  ap-
proach. It is an initiative
limited to the municipal-
ity of Compiegne.”

The authority tweeted
the news on Saturday
evening concerning
Chantil ly  -  which is
around 30 miles from
Compiegne -  and its
closed-doors fixture, a
decision made “at the re-
quest of the Chantilly
town hall and the Oise
Prefecture”.

Horses from France are
due to run at the Chelten-
ham Festival, which be-
gins on March 10.

Giving its latest posi-
tion in relation to coron-
avirus, the British Horse-
racing Authority
stressed there currently
remained “no need to de-
velop a policy” in re-
lation to the abandon-
ment of any specific fix-
tures.

Gun Digger finds his
form with a vengeance

Leopardstown

John Ryan

Bottom-weight Gun Digger,
ridden by 7lb. claimer Gavin
Brouder, bagged the featured
TRI Equestrian Handicap
Chase in very demanding con-
ditions at Leopardstown yes-
terday, second leg of a Sunday
double for trainer Gordon El-
liott.

The Gigginstown-owned
eight-year-old, pulled up in
five of his last seven starts,
bounced back to form with a
vengeance, staying on to beat
Scoir Mear by two and three-
quarter lengths in a race won
l ast  year  by  s table -com-
panions Woods Well.

“It’s the first time I’ve met
the young lad (Brouder), but
the horse had a light weight
and he gave him a good cheery
ride,” said Elliott.

“He got the horse jumping
wel l  and  did  everything
right.”

Elliott indicated that Gun
Digger might now be aimed at
the Randox Health Ulster
National at Downpatrick on
March 22.

Suited by the testing condi-
tions, Larquebuse sparked the
Cullentra doble, making vir-
tually all under Davy Russell
to land the Anton O’Toole
Memorial  Mares  Novice
Hurdle  in  the  colours  o f
Cheveley Park Stud.

The  2/1  f a vo uri te
triumphed, readily, by ten
lengths from Mrs Millner in a
race which saw only four of
the eight runners complete.
Elliott acknowledged: “It’s
testing out there, which suited
her.

“She stays well and will
h ave  no  problem going
further. She’s a grand mare
and the plan was to make it. So

resenting Charles and Philip
Byrnes (picked-up a two-day
whip ban), knuckled down to
fight it out. Victory, by a head,
went to the Oakley Brown-
ridden Lunar Display, bred
and owned by the trainer’s
mother AnnMarie.

Charli Parcs made a suc-
cessful  Irish debut when
coming from off the pace to
land the New Leopardstown
Racing Hall Hurdle.

Formerly trained by Nicky
Henderson and off the track
since contesting the 2018
Champion Hurdle, won by Bu-
veur D’air, the J P McManus-
owned seven-year-old is now
with Aidan Howard on the
Curragh.

The easy-to-back 7/1 shot
improved to track Mengli
Khan and Jetz starting the
long run-in (last two flights
were omitted) and mastered
Jetz a furlong from home be-
fore scoring by four and a
quarter lengths.

Howard explained: “We
have him a good while and he
has been doing everything
nicely, although we haven’t
asked him a whole pile at
home.

“He won nicely today – they
went a good gallop, so Barry
was able to settle him great
and he has a bit of class. The
team at home have done a
good job with him and Barry
gave him a great ride.

“I’ll try to find a similar
race somewhere for him.”

Jon Snow, in the colours of
Rich and Susannah Ricci,
made it fourth-time-lucky
over hurdles when justifying
6/4 favouritism in the Dono-
hoe Marquees Maiden Hurdle,
making all under Paul Tow-
nend and holding the persist-
ent challenge of market rival
Fakiera (Davy Russell) by a
length and a quarter.

But having dictated the
pace, Jamie Codd’s mount
gave way early in the straight
and faded to third as Joseph
O’Brien’s debutante Lunar
Display and Blazing Khal, rep-

season.”
The Elliott-trained Gowran

winner Homme D’un Soir was
sent off an uneasy 8/13 favour-
i t e  for  t he  fou r- ye ar -o ld
bumper.

it worked out well. We might
try to get some black type for
her now (probably in the
Shannon Spray Mares Novice
Hurdle in Limerick on March
15). She’ll jump a fence next

Grand Partner and Sean O’Keeffe on the way to winning the Irish Stallion Farms EBF Rated Novice Chase.
Picture: Healy Racing

Power of Pause can recoup losses in bumper
unlucky. He is clearly a very
capable sort and will put it up
to the selection.

Barnaviddaun can get off
the mark over hurdles in the
Connolly’s Red Mills Irish
EBF Auction Novice Hurdle.
Tom Mullins’ seven-year-old
made his track debut in a
maiden hurdle in November
and ran a race of promise be-
hind Unexcepted. He then fin-

strides he looked like getting
swallowed up by the chasing
pack. To his credit, he picked
up again after the last and was
bearing down on the winner
in the closing stages. Funky
Dady came out on top that
day, but there is a 6lb swing at
the weights and Barnavid-
daun can make that count. Ar-
cadian Sunrise rates the most
obvious danger

ished fourth behind Assemble
in a bumper before finishing
15 lengths behind Champion
Bumper favourite Appreciate
It on his next start.

After another start in a
bumper, he returned to hurd-
ling just nine days ago and
was well backed to get off the
mark. A slow jump at the sec-
ond-last cost him the lead and
momentum, and for a few

with that experience under
his belt and today’s shorter
trip to suit, he can get off the
mark.

Run Fo r  O s car  wa sn’ t
beaten far behind Eric Blood-
axe on debut and ran a huge
race in defeat behind Favori
De Champdou on his second
start. On the latter occasion,
the race wasn’t run to suit and
he can be considered a touch

owned Felino De Bersy an in-
triguing newcomer.

Power Of Pause was a costly
loser on debut, having been
sent off the 3-10 favourite, but
can make amends today. He
won his maiden point to point
over two and a half miles and
started over a similar trip in
that Thurles bumper. He gave
the  impress ion  t h e  tr i p
stretched him somewhat and,

Today’s Racing

Tommy Lyons

Back to Leopardstown this
afternoon for a seven-race
card, and The Club 30 Mem-
bership Bumper is a very in-
teresting race, with Power Of
Pause and Run For Oscar
bringing good form to the
race, and the Cheveley Park-
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FAUGH-A-BALLAGH FOXHUNTER
2.00 ACCORDINGTOGINO ACCORDINGTOGINO
2.35 RELKADAM TAKEMEBACK
3.10 DIODORUS YOUNG LIEUTENANT
3.40 CASUAL CAVALIER CASUAL CAVALIER
4.15 SECRETE STREAM KHAGE
4.45 SPIRIT OF HALE SPIRIT OF HALE

TOMMY LYONS NEXT BEST
1.15 MUHAAFIZ FRUITS OF GLORY
1.45 BARNAVIDDAUN (NB) ARCADIAN SUNRISE
2.20 NICOLE’S MILAN PECULIAR GENIUS
2.55 DISCORDANTLY DORTMUND PARK
3.25 SHAKEYTRY STUCKER HILL
4.00 GOLDEN SUNSET ASK AND ANSWER
4.30 POWER OF PAUSE (NAP) RUN FOR OSCAR

COURSE INFORMATION
LEOPARDSTOWN: A left handed rectangle that extends for 1m6f
with a run in of 3f and an uphill finish. Its long straights and sweeping
bends make it ideal for long striding gallopers. 7 hurdles and 9
fences per circuit.
TOP TRACK TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: (2015-2020): W P
Mullins 76-411, G Elliott 39-361, J P O’Brien 38-352, Mrs J
Harrington 37-399, Thomas Mullins 16-125.
TOP TRACK JOCKEYS WITH RIDES: (2015-2020): Davy Russell
20-141, Mr P W Mullins 20-50, D J Mullins 9-76, B J Cooper 8-67,
Mr Finian Maguire 7-28.
FAVOURITES: (2015-2020): 301 have won out of 887 races
(33.9%). At the previous corresponding meetings, 2 have won out of
9 races (22.2%).
GOING: Soft.

WETHERBY (Racing TV) Going:
Heavy-soft in places (inspection 8am monday)

LEOPARDSTOWN (Racing TV) Going: Hurdle: soft; chase: yielding-yielding to soft in places

3.25 LEOPARDSTOWN BEGINNERS CHASE
2m 5f €8,400 5yo plus

1 5114P CELTIC DANCER (174) (Celtic Steps Syndicate) E McNamara
7-11-12 RTreacy (3) —

2 055P3 CHIEF OF POLICE (47) (KeepThe Faith Syndicate) O McKiernan
6-11-12 B Browne (5) —

3 84028 DASMYHOSS (36) (P*) (Oliver Barden) P J Rothwell 7-11-12
D J O’Keeffe 116

4 -4489 EMPIRE BURLEQUE (47) (P,T) (Gigginstown House Stud)
G Elliott 8-11-12 D N Russell —

5 25643 FIRST CLASS RETURN (58) (South East Racing Club)
Eoin Doyle 7-11-12 K J Brouder 117

6 -5356 INYOUR SHADOW (58) (T*) (Gigginstown House Stud)
N Meade 6-11-12 D O’Regan 108

7 4-380 MEMORYTREE (25) (Mrs B Power & John J Phelan) Paul
Power 6-11-12 Mr P Power (7) —

8 26554 MYMANEKINEKO (30) (J A Nash) J Nash 11-11-12
Gavin Peter Brouder (7) 123

9 11/4- PACTE INTHE PARK (652) (S J Kenny) P J Rothwell 9-11-12
HMorgan (7) —

10 -3F22 SHAKEYTRY (48) (Glebeland Farm Partnership) E J O’Grady
8-11-12 PT Enright 125

11 80907 WHYDAH (58) (P) (Geoffrey Ruddock) Mrs J Harrington 6-11-12
P D Kennedy 111

12 00P57 LORD LARIAT (9) (T) (P Blake) KThornton 5-11-7DMeyler 83
13 -2099 PETERSTOWN (15) (Mrs Heidi Gibney)T Gibney 8-11-5

S O’Keeffe (5) —
14 -9563 STUCKER HILL (64) (D) (Mrs Sarah Ann O’Hanlon & Seosamh

A Murphy) W J Lanigan 8-11-5 D EMullins★127
15 6P685 SUNRISE LADY (85) (Hugo Kane) C O’Dwyer 8-11-5

R Doyle (3) 123
16 20009 I’LL BETHAT LADY (37) (The Wait Is Over Partnership) Brian M
McMahon 5-11-0 Mark Enright —
Betting: 11-4 Shakeytry, 6 Stucker Hill, 13-2 My Manekineko, 8 First
Class Return, Dasmyhoss, 12 Empire Burleque, 14 Others.

SUMMARY: SHAKEYTRY has made the podium on all three occasions
he has completed over the larger obstacles,and the eight-year-old appears
a winner in waiting as he moves back up in distance.The likeable veteran
My Manekineko wasn’t beaten far on a raiding mission to Musselburgh
and could have a part to play. Chief Of Police shaped nicely when third
over hurdles at Punchestown and is interesting switching to fences, with
Stucker Hill and First Class Return others to note.

4.00 ADARE MANOR OPPORTUNITY HANDICAP CHASE
2m 5f €8,700 5yo plus

1 57124 BRIDGE NATIVE (34) (T) (Real Bandits Again Syndicate)
Mrs D Love 9-11-10 C J Orr (2) 126

2 /681- DUBAI DEVILS (383) (Mrs L Skelly) P Stafford 9-11-10
AW Short —

3 74435 GUNFIRE REEF (85) (A D Mullins) Ms Margaret Mullins 10-11-9
C PMcNamara (2) 115

4 P3855 SCHOOL LANE (15) (B) (Patrick F Doyle) L Lennon 7-11-8
D Hand (4) 119

5 66512 ASKANDANSWER (37) (T;BF) (Eoin A Barry) Sean Aherne
7-11-7 EWalsh (4) 116

6 0-307 BLUE EMPYREAN (34) (P) (J JTaylor) R K Watson 10-11-7
P J O’Hanlon (4) 99

7 92UP1 GOLDEN SUNSET (34) (John P McManus) N Madden 7-11-1
S DTorrens (4) 116

8 794F0 GONE GALAVANTING (25) (Pig N Porter Syndicate)
Padraig Roche 7-10-7 A P Kelly (4) 85

9 00058 BABY BELLINI (77) (T) (I Madden) I Madden 9-10-4
Gavin Peter Brouder (4) 128

10 61527 WITNESS OF FASHION (37) (P;CD) (Mrs Lorraine Rooney)
Patrick Rooney 14-10-1 T Ryan (2)★131

11 9U08P CAPTAIN CRUISER (44) (T*) (Cotswolds Crew Syndicate)
L P Cusack 7-9-13 S O’Keeffe (2) 90

12 -00PP THE BROOM SQUIRE (53) (P) (Eric Newnham & Carol Hogan)
P J Rothwell 7-9-11 G B Noonan (4) —

13 UP9U8 KRISQUIN (52) (B*) (Moyville Racing Syndicate) Shane Nolan
9-9-10 Gearoid Brouder (4) 115

2019:Amaulino 6 11 13, P J O’Hanlon(4) 14-1 (R K Watson), 8 ran.
Betting: 5-2 Golden Sunset, 11-4 Ask And Answer, 11-2 Bridge Native,
8 Gunfire Reef, 10 Dubai Devils,Witness Of Fashion, 12 Blue Empyrean,
14 School Lane, 20 Others.

SUMMARY: ASK AND ANSWER returned to winning ways over 3m at
Navan, and backed that effort up with a narrow defeat over 3m1f at
Fairyhouse. Sean Aherne’s seven-year-old is expected to mount another
bold bid following a 3lb rise in the ratings and gets the verdict ahead of
Golden Sunset, who looked on good terms with himself when striking
over 2m4f at Down Royal.Bridge Native steps up from 2m and could also
take a hand back over fences.

4.30 ‘CLUB 30 MEMBERSHIP’ FLAT RACE
2m €6,000 5yo to 7yo

1 F2-F3 ALKO ROUGE (65) (WT F Partnership)T Gibney 6-12-0
Mr NMcParlan (5) 71

2 9 CROSSHILL (92) (R A Bartlett & David Hodgkiss) Mrs J Harrington
5-12-0 Mr FMaguire (3) 51

3 FELINO DE BERSY (Cheveley Park Stud) G Elliott 5-12-0
Mr J J Codd —

4 3P- FOURNEUX D’ISANKA (358) (Gigginstown House Stud) G Elliott
5-12-0 Ms L O’Neill —

5 551 HESA HARDY BLOKE (92) (Hammer &Trowel Syndicate)
N Meade 5-12-0 MrM J O’Hare —

6 KEMPSTONE (Miss E Hamilton) S Crawford 5-12-0
Mr I P Donoghue (7) —

7 KESSLER (Steven Crawford) S Crawford 5-12-0 T Hamilton —
8 MASTERMCSHEE (Mrs D Corkery) P Corkery 6-12-0

Mr DAllen (7) —
9 1-2 POWER OF PAUSE (43) (BF) (Miss M A Masterson) W P Mullins

5-12-0 Mr PWMullins★114
10 42 RUN FOR OSCAR (25) (Top OfThe Hill Syndicate) C Byrnes 5-12-0

Mr P Byrnes (7) 110
11 PP BALLELATOMOSCOW (12) (P*) (L O Cosgrave) J G Cosgrave

5-11-7 Mr RMcLeigh (7) —
12 50-96 TWO SHOETOM (37) (Mrs B Howard) Peter Fahey 6-11-7

Mr D G Lavery (3) —

2019: No corresponding race.
Betting: 11-4 Power Of Pause, 3 Run For Oscar, 5 Felino De Bersy, 7
Alko Rouge, 15-2 Hes A Hardy Bloke, 10 Crosshill, Two Shoe Tom, 12
Fourneux D’isanka, 25 Others.

1.15 KIDS GO RACING HANDICAP HURDLE (80-109)
2m €7,200 4yo plus

1 9F030 LEANAND KEEN (36) (P,T;D2) (Seamus McConnon) S Byrne
10-11-12 S O’Keeffe (5)★120

2 94610 MAGIC SEA (F10) (BF) (Anthony Peter Passmore & Dr J F
Dawson & R McCoubrey) Mrs S Dawson 5-11-12 EWalsh (7) 116

3 /00B7 SCULLY’S DREAM (12) (D) (Nathan O’Sullivan) James Andrew
Fahey 9-11-12 M J Bolger 115

4 P0089 HANDSWORTH (11) (Brian Pierce) J P Dempsey 5-11-11
L P Dempsey 110

5 3U320 ROACHDALE HOUSE (F17) (D) (Aidan Gallagher) P W Flynn
9-11-11 D O’Regan 119

6 5FP00 BOLD EMPEROR (47) (D) (Derek Kierans)T Gibney 7-11-10
D J O’Keeffe 112

7 79805 WAJAAHA (23) (C Byrnes) C Byrnes 5-11-9 CA Landers (5) 109
8 -7320 TWIST (66) (John A McMahon) E McNamara 5-11-7

RTreacy (3) 119
9 P0-8P LOVEANDWISHES (16) (P*,T*) (J JTaylor) R K Watson 8-11-5

PT Enright —
10 28-80 ATALANTA’S GOLD (116) (T;D) (Dr P D Molony) Michael

Maguire 7-11-4 B Browne (5) 92
11 F-5PP BREESYMOUNTAIN (116) (H*,T;D) (Gary Ryan) KThornton

8-11-2 DMeyler 105
12 6-617 MUHAAFIZ (8) (D) (Sean O’Brien)VT O’Brien 8-11-2

R Doyle (3) 114
13 01400 ALFREDWEGENER (66) (D) (T Duggan & E McNamara)

E McNamara 6-11-1 C PMcNamara (5) 117
14 3821B FRUITS OF GLORY (106) (H,T;D) (Edward Cawley) E Cawley

11-11-1 C DTimmons (3) 116
15 U6407 BENEFIT NORTH (9) (H,T) (Cathal M McGovern) C A McBratney

9-11-0 B J Cooper 117
16 34102 KNOCKRAHA BOSS (11) (D) (Richard Foley) Richard Anthony

Foley 11-10-13 K J Brouder 114
17 008 MARY OF DE SORROWS (15) (Martin Hannan) G Cromwell

5-10-12 J B Kane (5) 98
18 0-129 MY PEGGY (204) (Paul E Kelly) N C Kelly 8-10-12J McGarvey116
19 7B70 SEVERUSALEXANDER (100) (T) (NotToo Far Syndicate)

G Cromwell 4-10-7 Jonathan Moore 101
20 08P DARKENED (16) (J Carthy) D Hogan 4-10-2 Mark Enright 95
21 47078 CHALKYWHITE (32) (Good At ItToo Partnership) James Dullea

6-10-10 RESERVE 114
22 0008- ROBBIESMAGIC (326) (Liam Hackett) R Hackett 7-10-5

RESERVE —
23 0006- THEFAITHFULINDIAN (F94) (Tanya Foxe) A A Howard 5-10-3

RESERVE —

2019: Serious Ego 6 11 3, Davy Russell 8-1 (G Elliott), 15 ran.
Betting: 5 Knockraha Boss, 13-2 Fruits Of Glory, 7 Muhaafiz, 8Wajaaha,
10 Magic Sea, Severus Alexander,Twist, 12 Darkened, 14 Others.

SUMMARY: In a moderate contest, marginal preference is for
KNOCKRAHABOSS,who won atTramore on NewYear’s Day and he was
last seen hitting the crossbar at Thurles 11 days ago. Magic Sea
disappointed on his most recent hurdles appearance but is a player based
on his previous Down Royal victory, while Roachdale House and Fruits
Of Glory are others who merit consideration.

1.45 CONNOLLY’S RED MILLS IRISH EBF
AUCTION NOVICE HURDLE

2m 4yo plus €11,999

1 F-515 SCARDURA (106)(T*;D) 6-11-10........R Dunne 107
Runs: 5 Wins: 1(G) €7,933

Trainer: N Mulholland (UK) Owner: Jane Nuala Cartwright

2 31213 ARCADIAN SUNRISE (23)(D) 6-11-8
..............................................................D O’Regan★136
Runs: 7 Wins: 2(S) Places: 3 €20,576

Trainer: J Queally Owner: Mrs Miriam Queally

3 00631 FUNKY DADY (9)(D) 5-11-8......P J Cawley (7) 124
Runs: 8 Wins: 1(S) €14,287

Trainer: Denis Hogan Owner: Final Reminder Syndicate

4 506 SONNENKONIG (23) 5-11-7.........P D Kennedy 111
Runs: 3 €400

Trainer: Mrs J Harrington Owner: Miss Kate Harrington

5 3-870 GOOD LUCK HOPE (61) 6-11-5
.......................................Gavin Peter Brouder (7) 112
Runs: 5 Places: 1 €1,425

Trainer: J Nash Owner: J A Nash

6 86 IT COULD BEYOU (9) 6-11-5 ........D EMullins —
Runs: 2 €199

Trainer:Thomas Mullins Owner: Mrs Helen Mullins

7 54742 BARNAVIDDAUN (9)(BF) 7-11-3....D J Mullins 122
Runs: 7 Places: 1 €5,706

Trainer:Thomas Mullins Owner: Mrs L Graffin

2019: Zero Ten 6 11 12, D J Mullins 8-11 Fav (Emmet Mullins), 7 ran.
Betting: 5-2 Scardura, 11-4 Arcadian Sunrise, 3 Barnaviddaun, 4 Funky
Dady, 12 Sonnenkonig, 16 Good Luck Hope, 20 It Could Be You.

SUMMARY: Funky Dady and Arcadian Sunrise both merit plenty of
respect given their previous winning form but the penalties they carry have
to be a concern. With that in mind, preference is for BARNAVIDDAUN,
who chased home Funky Dady at Fairyhouse but a 6lb swing in the
weights could see that form reversed.Scardura, in a first-time tongue-tie,
is another who merits a place on the shortlist.

2.00 RACINGTV EXTRA MAIDEN HURDLE
3m €4,139 4yo plus

1 -3233 ACCORDINGTOGINO (62) (BF,D) D Skelton 7-11-3 H Skelton★134
2 27-84 BLUEFORTYTWO (43) J Ewart 7-11-3 B Hughes 125
3 1/15 LE CHEVAL NOIR (86) (D) R Dobbin 6-11-3 Craig Nichol 106
Betting: 4-6 Accordingtogino, 9-4 Bluefortytwo, 11-2 Le Cheval Noir.

SUMMARY: All three of these have claims but the nod goes to
ACCORDINGTOGINO, who was well held at Uttoxeter when last seen but
his three previous placed efforts at Chepstow suggest that he can win a race
of this nature. Bluefortytwo has yet to show his best form this season but
he should not be underestimated,whileLeCheval Noir remains unexposed.

2.35 NOVICES’HANDICAP CHASE
1m 7f €5,675 5yo plus

1 44P92 THE CRAZEDMOON (27) (P*,T) M Scudamore 8-11-12
B J Powell★110

2 /3P-4 RELKADAM (28)T Easterby 6-11-12 MrW Easterby (5) 100
3 5U008 STEELYARD (11) Oliver Greenall 5-11-7 H Brooke —
4 5-876 SNOUGAR (36) D McCain 7-11-4 B Hughes —
5 -5476 GOINGMOBILE (78) (T*) Sam England 5-10-13 J England —
6 666-P TAKEMEBACK (295) (H*,T)T Symonds 8-10-9 B Poste —
7 6-444 CARLINGFORD PRINCE (34)T Reed 11-10-2 H Reed (3) 109
8 6-248 ANGEL’S ENVY (182) Laura Morgan 8-10-0 Ross Chapman —
Betting: 5-2 The Crazed Moon, 4 Snougar, 5 Relkadam, 6 Takemeback,
8 Going Mobile, 10 Angel’s Envy, Steel Yard, 12 Carlingford Prince.

SUMMARY: THECRAZEDMOON bounced back to form when finishing
a clear second at Market Rasen last time and the first-time application of
cheekpieces could see the eight-year-old go one better.Angel’s Envy is a
player based upon the pick of her efforts from last year,whileCarlingford
Prince and Snougar are others who could go well in an open race.

3.10 RACINGTV IN STUNNING HD NOVICES’HURDLE
2m €4,908 4yo plus

1 -2716 THOR DE CERISY (77) (D2) M Scudamore 6-11-8B J Powell 130
2 2 DIODORUS (14)Tristan Davidson 6-11-1 H Reed (3) 130
3 -1550 MCGARRY (25) P Kirby 6-11-1 T Dowson 128
4 -2623 YOUNG LIEUTENANT (35) W Greatrex 6-11-1 R Johnson★140
5 6F ELLA NUTRARGILE (191) (H*) S G West 6-10-8 J Kington —
Betting: 11-8 Young Lieutenant, 9-4 Thor De Cerisy, 7-2 Diodorus, 7
Mcgarry, 33 Ella Nutrargile.

SUMMARY:The 127-ratedYOUNGLIEUTENANT sets the standard on
his second at Lingfield on his penultimate outing and that earns him the
nod.Diodorus has gained plenty of experience on the level and is expected
to build on a promising hurdling debut at Carlisle, while Thor De Cerisy
makes appeal on his maiden hurdle romp at Newcastle in November and
has undergone wind surgery since his subsequent defeat at Ffos Las.

3.40 RACINGTV HANDICAP CHASE
2m 3f €5,675 5yo plus

1 -552U MORTENS LEAM (67) M Hawker 8-11-12 P K Donovan (7) 121
2 4U71P WELL SMITTEN (25) (P;D) Sam England 8-11-9 J England★125
3 57231 CASUAL CAVALIER (31) (P;D)T Davidson 12-11-7 H Reed (3) 122
4 62/45 UN GUETAPENS (60) (B) J Ewart 12-11-7 B Hughes 103
5 6-PP8 ENVOL DE LA COUR (27) M Scudamore 6-11-0 B J Powell —
6 61332 MAXED OUT KING (42) (D) Mrs S Smith 12-10-13 D Cook 124
7 34332 FRANKIE BALLOU (11) (T,V*) J Foster 11-10-0 S Quinlan 117
Betting: 5-2 Casual Cavalier, 3 Maxed Out King, 5 Well Smitten, 6
Mortens Leam, 7 Un Guet Apens, 8 Frankie Ballou, 16 Envol De La Cour.

SUMMARY: CASUAL CAVALIER was game in the finish when scoring
at Catterick in January and is expected to mount another bold bid in the
face of a 4lb rise.The main danger may be the reliable Maxed Out King,
who holds no secrets from the handicapper but has held his form well since
scoring off 4lb lower at Sedgefield in November. Well Smitten makes
some appeal on his victory at Doncaster on his penultimate start.

4.15 JOIN RACINGTV NOW HANDICAP HURDLE
2m €7,974 4yo plus

1 -55P3 KHAGE (30) (D3) H Whittington 7-11-12 G Sheehan 140
2 16-61 SECRETE STREAM (30) (CD) R Jefferson 11-11-11 J Hamilton 139
3 -FPUU ZIZANEUR (44) P Hobbs 5-11-5 Mr DMaxwell (3) —
4 13-20 FLEGMATIK (23) (CD) D Skelton 5-11-5 H Skelton 134
5 48-12 MCGOWAN’S PASS (35) (D3) A MThomson 9-11-2RMania★142
6 764-6 KEYBOARD GANGSTER (121) (T;D2) D Whillans 9-11-1

CWhillans (3) 100
7 -3113 BARACALU (12) (P;D2) C Pogson 9-11-1 CTodd (5) 141
8 41431 GENNADY (58) (D2) Sam England 6-11-0 J England 140
9 /3111 MAIN FACT (32) (C,D3) D Pipe 7-11-0 Mr F Gillard (7) 139
Betting: 15-8 Main Fact, 5 Gennady, 6 Secrete Stream, 7 Khage, 8
Zizaneur, 10 Flegmatik, Baracalu, 16 Mcgowan’s Pass, 20 Others.

4.45 BET AT RACINGTV.COM HANDICAP CHASE
3m €4,141 5yo plus

1 5-584 ALBERTO’S DREAM (24) (D2) Katy Price 11-12-1 B Poste★108
2 7P57P NEWBERRY NEW (39) (P;C) W Bethell 8-11-12 D Cook 94
3 3/3P4 SMUGGLER’S STASH (60) (V;D4) Mrs R Dobbin 10-11-6

Craig Nichol 101
4 12-P5 PURPLE HARRY (51) (P,T;D)T Jackson 12-11-5 R Chapman 77
5 45481 SPIRIT OF HALE (11) (T,V;D) J Candlish 9-11-2 S Quinlan 106
6 3413P SIGURD (23) (T,V*;CD) Miss J Foster 8-11-0 J Hamilton 106
7 P185P TRIMMERS LANE (28) (D) M Hammond 10-10-11 A Cawley 106
8 2-P65 THE DAWNMAN (73) (D) M Scudamore 9-10-10 B J Powell —
9 63544 ROLLERBALL ROCCO (23) (B;D) C Pogson 8-10-6 C Hammond (3) 107
10 F8263 ECTOR (23) (P) W Greatrex 6-10-4 G Sheehan 107
11 0545P WESTERNER OCEAN (41) (P) A Dunn 8-10-0 AWedge 102
Betting: 11-8 Spirit Of Hale, 6 Ector, 7 Alberto’s Dream, 8 Smuggler’s
Stash, 12 Sigurd, Rollerball Rocco, 14 Newberry New, 20 Others.

2.20 TRI EQUESTRIAN HANDICAP HURDLE (80-109)
3m €7,800 4yo plus

1 /3333 CHERIF DE L’ISLE (15) (B;BF) (T Howley Jnr) G Elliott 8-11-12
D N Russell 117

2 27086 FIREAWAY (52) (T) (Mrs G Hourigan) GT Hourigan 7-11-12
HMorgan (7) 111

3 2-880 HARDYMAN (12) (Premier Racing Club) Denis Hogan 6-11-8
SAMulcahy (7) 105

4 6FP3U BALLYBROWNEY JACK (52) (B,T) (Patrick Pyne) J P O’Brien
7-11-6 J J Slevin —

5 99279 MOSCOWSOWHAT (16) (P*) (James Dullea Racing Syndicate)
James Dullea 7-11-5 D EMullins★118

6 65272 BAILYTHUNDER (16) (P) (R A Scott) M F Morris 6-11-3
PT Enright 117

7 P-457 PECULIAR GENIUS (23) (B) (Manverton Limited) Paul Nolan
7-11-1 S O’Keeffe (5) —

8 90842 NICOLE’S MILAN (47) (B;D2) (Eoin A Barry) Sean Aherne
9-11-0 EWalsh (7) 118

9 1U076 SWEET STING (13) (Mrs Phyllis Bowe) M Bowe 5-11-0
B Hayes 110

10 -0680 SCOTSMAN’S BAY (37) (Aidan J Ryan) E McNamara 7-10-11
C PMcNamara (5) 102

11 -0006 DIAMOND GROVE (44) (Edward Cawley) E Cawley 5-10-10
AW Short (3) 115

12 45000 PUNCHERS PATH (9) (William M Brown) N C Kelly 5-10-10
D O’Regan 116

13 62719 AHGETAWAYOUTADAT (37) (B) (Heads Or Harps Syndicate)
Miss E Doyle 6-10-9 S DTorrens (7) 115

14 /0702 ICE COOL (13) (D) (Sean O’Brien)VT O’Brien 11-10-9
D J O’Keeffe 113

15 90060 MAL DEMER (37) (Stephen McCormack) Matthew J Smith 6-10-7
D PMaxwell (7) 109

16 -1131 HIGHEST BENEFIT (37) (D) (W J Austin) W J Austin 11-10-6
T Ryan (5) 114

17 0541P LEEVALLEY LEGACY (32) (P;BF,D) (David Eiffe) D A
McLoughlin 7-10-6 P J O’Hanlon (7) 114

18 050/0 CEPALO DELAFAYETTE (11) (P*;D) (Thomas Donohoe)
G Cromwell 8-10-5 Jonathan Moore 103

19 008 ALL CLASS (36) (J A Griffin) P Griffin 5-10-3 G B Noonan (7) 115
20 8U380 OLIVE D’HAGUENET (57) (T) (I Madden) I Madden 8-9-12

K J Brouder 117

2019: Lady Writer 6 11 11, D G Hogan 6-1 (Denis Hogan), 13 ran.
Betting: 11-2 Highest Benefit, 13-2 Cherif De L’Isle, 7 Nicole’s Milan, 8
Baily Thunder, 10 Ice Cool, 12 Ballybrowney Jack, 14 Others.

SUMMARY: BAILY THUNDER bumped into a very well-handicapped
rival when finishing second at Gowran Park a couple of weeks ago and
that form gives him a big chance in this contest. Nicole’s Milan is an
obvious threat to the selection having also filled the runner-up position
when last seen.The shortlist is completed by Cherif De L’Isle,LeeValley
Legacy and Ice Cool.

2.55 LEOPARDSTOWN MAY FAMILY DAY
BEGINNERS CHASE

3m 5yo plus €8,400

1 24P39 ASK CORY (13)(P) 7-11-12 ............D EMullins 106
Runs: 15 Places: 4 €6,328

Trainer: C A McBratney Owner: Ivan GThompson & Cobra
Partnership

2 P9047 CHESTERVILLE (11)(H) 6-11-12G B Noonan (7) —
Runs: 6 €550

Trainer: Patrick Neville Owner: Carrig Syndicate

3 963F5 DISCORDANTLY (15) 6-11-12......P D Kennedy★145
Runs: 12 Wins: 1 Places: 4 €16,953

Trainer: Mrs J Harrington Owner:The Odd Fellows Partnership

4 59-75 DORTMUND PARK (122)(T) 7-11-12D N Russell 65
Runs: 12 Wins: 5(S,G) €97,253

Trainer: G Elliott Owner: Gigginstown House Stud

5 45-P5 HOTEL DU NORD (13)(D) 7-11-12S O’Keeffe (5) —
Runs: 8 Wins: 1 €2,243

Trainer: Mrs J Harrington Owner: Sullivan Bloodstock Limited & M
Booth

6 0-650 TURBOJET (65) 9-11-12.............AW Short (3) —
Runs: 16 Wins: 1(S) Places: 7 €27,683

Trainer: D A McLoughlin Owner: Mrs P J Conway

7 3/357 HALFTHE ODDS (16)(T;D) 8-11-5
....................................................Jonathan Moore 116
Runs: 13 Wins: 3 Places: 4 €25,154

Trainer: N Meade Owner: Albert Dravins & Eamonn Scanlon

Betting: 6-5 Dortmund Park, 11-4 Discordantly, 11-2 Half The Odds, 6
Hotel Du Nord, 10 Turbojet, 25 Ask Cory, 33 Chesterville.

SUMMARY: Jessica Harrington saddles two for consideration in the
lightly-raced chasing newcomer Hotel Du Nord and Discordantly, who
will find this much easier than the Grade 2 he took part in last month and
looked set to open his account at Punchestown before that when falling
two out.However,preference is forDORTMUNDPARK,who was a Grade
1 winner over hurdles and looked in real need of the outing on his fencing
debut when last seen in November.
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RACING

FAUGH-A-BALLAGH FOXHUNTER
4.45 CAFE SYDNEY CREATIVE TALENT
5.15 TRAVELLER CHEEKY RASCAL
5.45 JOHNNY REB TABAAHY
6.15 DEAL A DOLLAR (NAP) SKY DEFENDER
6.45 UNFORGIVING MINUTE UNFORGIVING MINUTE (NB)
7.15 DEAR POWER (NB) DEAR POWER (NAP)
7.45 YUKON MISSION LORD P

WOLVERHAMPTON (Sky Sports Racing) Going: Standard

4.45 BETWAY CASINO HANDICAP (DIV 1)
1m 1f 104yds €3,283 4yo plus

1 (5) 702-4 CREATIVETALENT (18) (CD) A Carroll 8-9-8 T Marquand 71
2 (10) 0-058 ALLUX BOY (10) (P,T;CD3) NTinkler 6-9-7

F McManoman (5) ★79
3 (2) 228-0 TEMUJIN (18) M Appleby 4-9-6 George Rooke (5) 73
4 (6) 350-4 CAFE SYDNEY (21) A Carroll 4-9-4 G Downing 68
5 (3) 53365 THAWRY (7) (P*) A Brittain 5-9-3 C Hardie 70
6 (4) 31545 SEAFORTH (10) (CD2) A Wintle 8-9-2 F Marsh (3) 70
7 (8) -3264 PIKE CORNER CROSS (10) (T,V;CD2) P Evans 8-8-13

C Shepherd 69
8 (9) 86-70 PADURA BRAVE (44) (H,P) M Usher 4-8-7 D Probert 67
9 (1) 794-7 FINAL ATTACK (42) (P;CD) Sarah Hollinshead 9-8-7

JP Sullivan 62
10 (7) 7999- MOON ARTIST (80) M Blanshard 4-8-7 D Keenan (3) 47

2019: Creative Talent 7 9 2,Tom Marquand 7-2 Fav (A Carroll), drawn
(8), 11 ran.
Betting: 11-4 CreativeTalent, 5Thawry, 6 Seaforth, Cafe Sydney, 7 Pike
Corner Cross, 8 Temujin, 10 Allux Boy, 14 Final Attack, 16 Others.

SUMMARY: Since claiming top honours in this race 12 months ago,
CREATIVE TALENT has only managed to get his head in front again
once - at Brighton in the summer - but his last couple of performances have
suggested that his turn is near once more and he gets the vote.Thawry has
a poor strike-rate but is rarely too far away and should be thereabouts.
Seaforth,Pike Corner Cross and Cafe Sydney enter calculations as well.

5.15 BETWAY CASINO HANDICAP (DIV 2)
1m 1f 104yds €3,283 4yo plus

1 (3) 9-191 TRAVELLER (10) (T,V;CD2) A Brittain 6-9-9 C Hardie 66
2 (2) 58/78 ALTHOORAYAH (11) D M Simcock 4-9-7 J P Spencer 61
3 (8) 2-442 CHEEKY RASCAL (7) (V)Tom Ward 5-9-7 T Marquand 69
4 (1) 83992 AMOR FATI (10) (CD2) P Evans 5-9-4 A Kirby 69
5 (9) 04664 DECORATION OFWAR (4) (P,T;CD2) M Appleby 5-9-4

A Rawlinson 68
6 (4) 6078- CORMIER (118) B Ellison 4-9-2 T Eaves 50
7 (7) 0-476 LYRICAL BALLAD (14) (B*) N Mulholland 4-8-11 SW Kelly 64
8 (6) /000- GOLD STANDARD (J37) A Carroll 4-8-8

ElishaWhittington (7) —
9 (5) 3-380 VALENTINE MIST (28) James Grassick 8-8-7

Sophie Ralston (5) ★70

2019: No corresponding race.
Betting: 5-2 Traveller, 11-4 Cheeky Rascal, 3 Amor Fati, 10 Decoration
Of War, 14 Cormier, Al Thoorayah, 16 Valentine Mist, Lyrical Ballad, 25
Gold Standard.

SUMMARY:This appears the stronger of the two divisions and although
Traveller arrives on the back of a narrow defeat of Amor Fati over C&D,
he may have to play second fiddle to CHEEKY RASCAL this time.Tom
Ward’s gelding has paid his way this winter by picking up plenty of minor
money and competes here off a mark 1lb lower then when beaten by only
a bang in-form rival over track and trip recently.

5.45 HEEDYOUR HUNCH AT BETWAY HANDICAP
6f €4,046 4yo plus

1 (6) -7312 TABAAHY (7) (C2) D O’Meara 5-9-8 D Nolan 80
2 (8) 43/1- SLOWMO (399) (CD) A Brittain 4-9-7 C Hardie —
3 (7) 7-620 BIG LACHIE (16) (CD) M Loughnane 6-9-6

Hollie Doyle 78
4 (3) 5-561 JOHNNY REB (19) (B) James Ferguson 4-9-5

D Muscutt 79
5 (1) 55-14 BUGLER BOB (14) (V;D) J J Quinn 4-9-5 J Hart 80
6 (4) 23-37 DESERT LAND (27) (H*) J Boyle 4-9-3 T Marquand 76
7 (5) 13-50 CALIN’S LAD (16) B Haslam 5-9-0 A Mullen ★83
8 (9) 90-84 MADRINHO (13) (CD) A Carroll 7-8-13 B Curtis 72
9 (2) -4595 ISABELLA RUBY (19) (H,P;CD) Mrs L Williamson 5-8-7

ElishaWhittington (7) 70

2019: Kupa River 5 9 6, Luke Morris 3-1 Fav (Roger Fell), drawn (8), 9
ran.
Betting: 11-4 Tabaahy, 4 Big Lachie, 5 Johnny Reb, 6 Madrinho, Bugler
Bob, 10 Slowmo, 12 Desert Land, 14 Calin’s Lad, 33 Isabella Ruby.

SUMMARY: It would be interesting if money arrived for the lightly-
raced Slowmo as he returns from an absence on his first start for
Antony Brittain, but the much safer option is TABAAHY.The speedy
son of Kyllachy so nearly backed up his 5f win here over the same
C&D just last week and can gain compensation off the same rating.
The sixth furlong may potentially be an issue, however, and, if it is, 7f
Kempton victor Johnny Reb may be the one to mow him down late
on.

6.15 BETWAY HANDICAP
1m 4f €13,957 4yo plus

1 (3) 7-121 SKY DEFENDER (15) (D) M Johnston 4-9-9
J Fanning 105

2 (2) 03-34 DEAL A DOLLAR (15) (B;D2) D M Simcock 4-9-7
J P Spencer★106

3 (5) 2-723 ORIGINAL CHOICE (11) (B;C2,D) N Littmoden 6-9-4
Hollie Doyle 106

4 (4) 0005- COSMEAPOLITAN (104) (T*;D2) A King 7-9-2
M Harley 96

5 (1) 1214- KODIAC HARBOUR (247) (BF) R Brisland 5-8-11
L Morris 102

2019: Mootasadir 4 9 9, Oisin Murphy Evens Fav (H Palmer), drawn (7),
8 ran.
Betting: 6-4 Sky Defender, 3 Original Choice, 7-2 Deal A Dollar, 5
Cosmeapolitan, 14 Kodiac Harbour.

SUMMARY: SKY DEFENDER had Deal A Dollar back in fourth
when successfully handling the step to this distance at Kempton.That
made it two from three for the year and now that his stamina is
proven,plenty more options have opened up for him. He can continue
on an upward curve, although it wouldn’t be the biggest surprise if
the last-named finished a bit closer. Original Choice is also
considered although, to be fair, none of the five can be ruled out with
confidence.

6.45 BOMBARDIER ‘CLAIMING STAKES
1m 1f €3,283 4yo plus

1 (3) -5667 SCOFFLAW (9) (B;CD2) P Evans 6-9-10
Laura Pearson (7) 81

2 (7) 11-31 UNFORGIVING MINUTE (31) (C3) S Curran 9-9-10
A Kirby ★87

3 (4) /587- BAZOOKA (133) (B,T;D) D Flood 9-9-4 D Probert 44
4 (6) 0090- SUNVISOR (137) Grace Harris 4-8-12 J Fahy 60
5 (5) -7523 VIPIN (3) (P) W Muir 5-8-12 T Marquand 73
6 (1) /114- LADY RESET (280) (BF) P Evans 4-8-11

Gina Mangan (7) —
7 (2) 82287 ROCKESBURY (10) (B;C) David Loughnane 5-8-8

L Morris 78

2019: Chevallier 7 9 10, Luke Morris 5-4 Fav (Archie Watson), drawn
(1), 6 ran.
Betting: 11-8 Unforgiving Minute, 5-2 Lady Reset, 5 Scofflaw, 10Vipin,
12 Rockesbury, 14 Bazooka, 25 Sunvisor.

SUMMARY: UNFORGIVING MINUTE has won on his last three outings
when dropped into claiming company,most recently landing the odds with
the minimum of fuss over 7f at Lingfield.The Sean Curran-trained veteran
is just as effective over a mile and should be able to last home over an
extra half-furlong tonight. Lady Reset is a massive threat on these terms
and may have even got the nod if she hadn’t been absent since May.
Scofflaw looks the one for third.

7.15 LADBROKES WFILLIES’NOVICE STAKES
6f €4,046 3yo plus

1 (3) 5-7 WILDMOUNTAINTHYME (46) Mrs Stella Barclay 4-9-11
C Hardie 15

2 (9) 18- DEAR POWER (179) (D) RVarian 3-9-4 S De Sousa ★84
3 (7) 4 BURSEA LADY (15) K Burke 3-8-11 M Stainton 32
4 (4) 5-4 COCK A HOOP (45) B Haslam 3-8-11 J P Spencer 64
5 (2) 9 KYLLA LOOKS (44) Mike Murphy 3-8-11 SW Kelly 11
6 (1) LITTLE RED SOCKS K Burke 3-8-11 B Curtis —
7 (5) 3 LOVERS CRY (31) R Fahey 3-8-11 P J McDonald 65
8 (6) LUCKY FACE J Butler 3-8-11 D Keenan (3) —
9 (8) 65- MACHOTOUCH (290) K Burke 3-8-11 C Lee —
10 (11) MIDNITE BRIDE K Ryan 3-8-11 T Eaves —
11 (10) 5 MY SISTER JO (25) R Fahey 3-8-11 S P Davis (3) 67

2019: Second Collection 3 8 11,Tom Marquand 7-2 (A Carroll), drawn
(7), 10 ran.
Betting: 5-4 Dear Power, 3 Macho Touch, 7 Lovers Cry, 8 Little Red
Socks, 10 Midnite Bride, 14 My Sister Jo, 20 Cock A Hoop, 33 Others.

SUMMARY: After making a triumphant beginning to her career at
Chelmsford in August, DEAR POWER was thrown into the Group 3 Dick
Poole at Salisbury and was understandably found wanting in a race in
which subsequent Cheveley Park heroine Millisle was second. Roger
Varian has spotted an ideal opportunity to boost his filly’s confidence on
her return,although MachoTouch has also kept good company and wasn’t
beaten far into fifth in a Listed race atYork last spring.Lovers Cry offered
encouragement on debut at Lingfield, with Midnite Bride considered the
pick of the newcomers.

7.45 LADBROKES BOOST HANDICAP
6f €4,046 3yo Only

1 (4) 359-1 BOWLING RUSSIAN (14) (P;D) G Baker 9-11
George Rooke (5) 62

2 (6) -2323 YUKON MISSION (14) (B) J J Quinn 9-7 J Hart 65
3 (9) -5115 LORD P (14) (D2) R Hannon 9-7 T Hammer Hansen (5) 63
4 (5) 26-64 LAKEVIEW (21) (T;BF) David Loughnane 9-5 S De Sousa ★66
5 (7) 053- WITHVIRTUE (226) (P*) JTate 9-3 P J McDonald —
6 (3) 8-635 FEEL GOOD FACTOR (5) M Appleby 9-1 B Curtis 63
7 (1) 58-71 EGOTISTIC (35) (CD) J Butler 8-12 J Haynes 60
8 (2) 800-2 VAN DIJK (26) A Brittain 8-11 C Hardie 62
9 (8) 38-38 LILIWEN FACH (21) R J Price 8-10 Hollie Doyle 46

2019: No corresponding race.
Betting: 7-2 Bowling Russian, 4 Yukon Mission, 6 Lord P, Van Dijk, 7
With Virtue, Lakeview, 8 Feel Good Factor, 12 Egotistic, 25 Lili Wen
Fach.

SUMMARY: BOWLING RUSSIAN numbered Yukon Mission among his
victims when justifying favouritism over this distance at Lingfield. George
Rooke’s claim will again serve him in good stead and he is fancied to follow
up.The John Quinn-trained rival does have less then two lengths to make
up, though, and is now better off at the weights. Lord P’s hat-trick bid
ended in failure at Kempton but he must not be given up on just yet, while
With Virtue is expected to step forward now she moves out of maiden
company.
COURSE INFORMATION

WOLVERHAMPTON: All Weather: Tight left handed Tapeta track,
180yd run-i.
DRAW ADVANTAGE: No advantage in the draw.
TOP TRACK TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: (2015-2020): P Evans
80-688, M Johnston 66-473, M Appleby 63-636, R Fahey 58-531, M
Loughnane 57-666.
TOP TRACK JOCKEYS WITH RIDES: (2015-2020): Luke Morris
154-1262, Adam Kirby 119-568, Joe Fanning 74-534, M Harley
55-331, Silvestre De Sousa 53-251.
LONGESTTRAVELLER:Tabaahy (5.45) trained at Upper Helmsley.
Round trip of 310 miles.
FAVOURITES: (2015-2020): 1092 have won out of 3295 races
(33.1%). At the previous corresponding meetings, 12 have won out
of 25 races (48.0%).
GOING: Standard.

LEOPARDSTOWN
Going: Hurdle: soft-soft to heavy in places;

chase: yielding to soft

2.00 ANTON O’TOOLE MEMORIAL
MARES NOVICE HURDLE

€20000 added 4yo plus 2m 4f Penalty value
€11,999
1 Larquebuse (FR) b-m Saddler Maker-

Sirene Du Rheu (FR) Cheveley Park Stud
6-11-4 D N Russell.........................2-1 fav

2 1 Mrs Milner b-m Flemensfirth (USA)-
Thegirlonthehill Manverton Limited 5-11-3
S O’Keeffe .......................................... 9-1

3 1/2 Darrens Hope b-m Oscar-Darrens Lass
Robert Murphy 6-11-4 M P Fogarty.... 9-2

4 8 Imperial View ................................ 16-1
Pulled Up Barrington Court................ 10-3
Pulled Up Lunch In Adare................... 20-1
Fell Sand Fly........................................ 33-1
Unseated Rider Miss Cognac ................ 5-1
(8 ran)
G Elliott, Meath.
Time: 5m 14.20s. Tote: win €2.80; places
€1.20, €2.50, €1.80. Exacta: €16.80.Trifecta:
€69.40. CSF: €21.19.

2.30 DONOHOE MARQUEES MAIDEN
HURDLE €13500 added 5yo plus

2m 2f Penalty value €8,100
1 Jon Snow (FR) br-g Le Havre-Saroushka

(FR) Mrs S Ricci 5-11-12 P Townend . 6 - 4
fav

2 11/4 Fakiera (FR) BayBrown-g Cokoriko
(FR)-Stella D’engilbert (FR) Tim O’Driscoll
5-11-12 D N Russell............................ 7-4

3 23/4 Roseys Hollow b-m Beat Hollow (UK)-
Saoirse’s Sister John P McManus 6-11-5 M
P Walsh............................................. 12-1

4 31/4 Joshua Webb b-g Flemensfirth (USA)-
Lady Of Appeal J Kernohan 5-11-12 D
O’Regan ............................................ 11-1

5 14 Dinny Lacey................................... 7-1
6 shd Jack Hackett .............................. 40-1
7 Shanroe (UK) ................................... 20-1
8 Alighted ............................................ 20-1
9 Whirling Dervish (UK)...................... 50-1
10 Demophon (UK) ........................... 100-1
11 Ilikehim ........................................ 100-1
12 Some Can Sing............................... 66-1
13 Darrens Diamond.......................... 100-1
14 Go Fox (UK) ................................... 66-1
15 Gendarme ..................................... 100-1
16 Red Striker ..................................... 66-1
17 Jessica’s Boy .................................. 66-1
18 Shackleton Island......................... 100-1
19 Attitash......................................... 100-1
20 Guanabara Bay ............................. 100-1
(20 ran) Non-runners: Exultation, Kargs Post,

Valentina Lady.
W P Mullins, Carlow.
Time: 4m 42.20s. Tote: win €2.40; places
€1.02, €1.10, €3.80. Exacta: €4.60. Trifecta:
€39.40. CSF: €4.32.

3.05 NEW LEOPARDSTOWN RACING
HALL HURDLE €20500 added 5yo

plus 2m 2f Penalty value €12,300
1 Charli Parcs (FR) b-g Anabaa Blue (UK)-

Ella Parcs (FR) John P McManus 7-11-0 B
J Geraghty .......................................... 7-1

2 41/2 Jetz b-g Flemensfirth (USA)-Miss
Squiff G McGrath 8-11-0 Rachael
Blackmore........................................... 9-4

3 22 Mengli Khan b-g Lope De Vega-Danielli
Gigginstown House Stud 7-11-0 L P
Dempsey ......................................11-8 fav

4 36 Kasakh Noir (FR) ........................ 50-1
5 61/2 Got Trumped (UK) ..................... 16-1
6 41 Listen Dear.................................... 9-2
Pulled Up Espion Du Chenet (FR) ...... 33-1
(7 ran)
A A Howard, Kildare.
Time: 4m 38.60s. Tote: win €3.90; places
€2.10, €1.60. Exacta: €23.40. Trifecta:
€48.10. CSF: €23.76.

3.35 TRM EQUINE NUTRITION
HANDICAP HURDLE €18500

added 4yo plus 2m Penalty value €11,100
1 Wolfofallstreets b-g Kalanisi-Floresse (UK)

Carol Hogan & Eric Newnham 6-10-1 A W
Short ................................................ 11-1

2 5 Youngnedofthehill BayBrown-g King’s
Theatre-Wavy Kris Santana Syndicate
12-9-10 C P McNamara...................... 8-1

3 3 Polished Steel b-g Jeremy (USA)-
Chaperoned J P O’Flaherty 6-11-7 B J
Geraghty ........................................... 12-1

4 13/4 British Art (UK)......................... 20-1
5 hd Zambezi Fix (FR)......................... 16-1
6 11/2 Fauguernon (FR) ..................11-4 fav
7 Spruced Up......................................... 7-2
8 Tandem (UK) ...................................... 8-1
9 Reine Fee............................................ 6-1
10 Flindt.............................................. 33-1
11 Benkei ............................................ 66-1
12 Filon D’Oudairies (FR) ................... 14-1
13 Favori Logique (FR) ....................... 20-1
(13 ran)
P J Rothwell, Wicklow.
Time: 4m 17.60s. Tote: win €14.70; places
€3.30, €2.80, €3.60. Exacta: €60.30. Tricast:
€1106.83. Trifecta: €453.80. CSF: €99.30.

4.10 IRISH STALLION FARMS EBF
RATED NOVICE CHASE €20000

added 5yo plus 2m 1f Penalty value €11,999
1 Grand Partner b-g Millenary (UK)-Bens

Partner Mrs Helen Mullins 12-11-3 S
O’Keeffe.............................................. 6-1

2 7 Prospectus (UK) b-g Sakhee (USA)-
Some Sunny Day (UK) McAlpine Syndicate
7-11-7 Jonathan Moore....................... 7-1

3 1/2 Smithscorner br-g Kadeed-Roundhill
Charles Duggan 9-11-1 C J Orr ........... 9-1

4 1/2 Monstrosity ................................. 10-1
5 7 Niccolai ......................................... 16-1
6 5 Batcio (FR).................................5-4 fav
7 Envol Pierji (FR) ................................ 9-2
8 Kagney.............................................. 66-1
(8 ran)
Thomas Mullins, Kilkenny.
Time: 4m 33.30s. Tote: win €7.60; places
€2.30, €2.40, €1.50. Exacta: €45.80.Trifecta:
€307.60. CSF: €47.18.

4.40 TRI EQUESTRIAN HANDICAP
CHASE (GRADE B) €50000 added

5yo plus 2m 5f Penalty value €30,000
1 Gun Digger ch-g Stowaway (UK)-Booley

Bay Gigginstown House Stud 8-9-10 Gavin
Peter Brouder ..................................... 7-1

2 23/4 Scoir Mear g-g Exit To Nowhere
(USA)-Princess Rosie John P McManus
10-9-10 S D Torrens............................ 7-1

3 9 Poker Party (FR) ch-g Gentlewave-
Becquarette (FR) Robcour 8-11-0 Rachael
Blackmore....................................13-8 fav

4 hd Mortal .......................................... 11-2
5 9 From Eden (USA).......................... 10-1
6 11 Moonshine Bay.............................. 5-1
Pulled Up Spider Web ......................... 12-1
Pulled Up Call The Taxie ..................... 25-1
(8 ran) Non-runners: Anibale Fly, Tikkanen
Express, Woods Well.
G Elliott, Meath.
Time: 5m 39.30s. Tote: win €8.10; places
€2.80, €2.50, €1.02. Exacta: €48.60. Tricast:
€117.46. Trifecta: €141.50. CSF: €54.62.

5.10 TRI EQUESTRIAN SUPERSTORE
& CAFE (PRO/AM) FLAT RACE

€11500 added 4yo Only 2m Penalty value
€6,899
1 Lunar Display ch-f Getaway (GER)-Lunar

Beauty Mrs A M O’Brien 10-12 O R Brown
7-1

2 hd Blazing Khal b-g Kalanisi-Blazing Sonnet
Byrnes Bloodstock Limited 11-5 Mr P
Byrnes ................................................ 6-1

3 33/4 Homme D’un Soir (FR) b-g Hurricane
Cat (USA)-Country Girl (FR) Simon Munir
& Isaac Souede 11-12 Mr J J Codd... 8-13
fav

4 13/4 Surmise........................................ 7-1
5 8 Say Goodbye.................................... 8-1
6 13 Rebelle Chaud ............................. 50-1

(6 ran) Non-runner: S’all Good Man.
J P O’Brien, Kilkenny.
Time: 4m 21.90s. Tote: win €7.90; places
€2.90, €2.60. Exacta: €39.30. Trifecta:
€60.40. CSF: €47.54.
JACKPOT: Dividend: €7,000.00
PLACEPOT: Dividend: €208.20

HUNTINGDON
Going: Hurdle: soft-heavy in places; chase:

heavy-soft in places

2.20 4yo plus 2m
1 Petrastar (Passing Glance-

Petrarchick (USA)) 5-11-1 Kielan Woods 9-1.
2 Imperial Icon (IRE) (Shantou (USA)-
Bobomy (IRE)) 5-11-1 D Bass 7-2. 3 De
Barley Basket (IRE) (Alkaadhem-Lady
Willmurt (IRE)) 7-11-1 D Jacob 16-1. (5 ran)
14l, 11l, 6l. D J Jeffreys, Stow-On-The-Wold.
Also: 1-3 fav Fearless (IRE). Tote: win €8.20;
places €3.00, €1.30. Exacta: €35.20.Trifecta:
€118.40. CSF: €40.18. Non-runners: Isolate,
Jenny Ren, Shareef Star.

2.50 4yo plus 3m 1f H’cap
1 Little Red Lion (IRE) (Sans

Frontieres (IRE)-Rever Up (IRE)) 6-11-11
Mr F Gillard 5-1. 2 Little Boy Boru (IRE)
(Brian Boru-How Is Things (IRE)) 12-11-9 G
Sheehan 16-1. 3 Another Frontier (IRE)
(Darsi (FR)-Scent With Love (IRE)) 9-11-11
J Bargary 20-1. 4 Out The Glen (IRE)
(Millenary-Dicera (IRE)) 7-11-9 P Brennan
4-1 fav. (17 ran) shd, 81/2l, nk, 31/4l, 3/4l. D
Pipe, Wellington. Tote: win €5.90; places
€1.60, €3.50, €5.80, €1.40. Exacta: €59.10.
Tricast: €1543.52. Trifecta: €1239.80. CSF:
€80.24. Non-runner: Ninth Wave.

3.25 5yo plus 3m
1 Equus Secretus (IRE) (Brian

Boru (UNR)-Bodega Bay (IRE)) 8-11-2 D
Bass 11-10 fav. 2 Lies About Milan (IRE)
(Milan-The Millers Tale (IRE)) 9-11-2 P
Brennan 2-1. 3 Royale Pagaille (FR) (Blue
Bresil (FR)-Royale Cazoumaille (FR)) 6-11-2
C Deutsch 11-4. (3 ran) hd, 19l. B Pauling,
Bourton-on-the-Water. Tote: win €1.80;
Exacta: €3.00. Trifecta: €3.00. CSF: €3.54.

3.55 5yo plus 2m 4f H’cap
1 Canelo (IRE) (Mahler (UNR)-

Nobody’s Darling (IRE)) 7-11-12 T Cannon
14-1. 2 Ibleo (FR) (Dick Turpin (IRE)-
Mahendra (GER)) 7-12-4 C Deutsch 3-1 fav. 3
Mr Mcgo (IRE) (Touch Of Land (FR)-La
Principal (IRE)) 9-11-12 L Murtagh 9-1. (9
ran) 43/4l, 6l, 16l, 21/4l, 51/2l. A King, Barbury
Castle. Tote: win €13.30; places €4.10, €1.80,

€2.90. Exacta: €58.60. Tricast: €408.28.
Trifecta: €336.00. CSF: €57.42. Non-runners:
Baby King, Cougar’s Gold, Outofthisworld,
Royal Magic.

4.30 4yo plus 2m H’cap
1 Tegerek (FR) (Mount Nelson-

Takaniya (IRE)) 6-11-12 Jonjo O’Neill Jr. 2-1
fav. 2 Blazing Saddles (High Chaparral
(IRE)-Desert Sage) 5-10-13 M Griffiths 4-1.
3 Bon Calvados (FR) (Bonbon Rose (FR)-
Lamorrese (FR)) 6-11-10 G Sheehan 4-1. (6
ran) 10l, 7l, 41/4l, 71/2l, 39l. Jonjo O’Neill,
Cheltenham. Tote: win €2.40; places €1.80,
€1.60. Exacta: €12.10.Trifecta: €28.00. CSF:
€10.27. Non-runner: Golconda Prince.

5.00 4yo plus 2m 4f
1 Granny’s Secret (IRE)

(Stowaway-Ask My Granny (IRE)) 6-11-4 N
De Boinville 9-4. 2 Thats The Truth (IRE)
(Darsi (FR)-Lucy Walters (IRE)) 6-11-4 Jonjo
O’Neill Jr. 5-4 fav. 3 Tuscan Pearl (Medicean-
Western Pearl) 5-11-4 M Griffiths 40-1. (8
ran) 5l, 13l, 12l, 31/2l, 17l. B Pauling, Bourton-
on-the-Water. Tote: win €3.00; places €1.10,
€6.80, €1.40. Exacta: €6.10. Trifecta:
€123.70. CSF: €5.91. Non-runner: Eton
Pride.

5.30 4yo to 6yo 2m
1 Martinhal (IRE) (Westerner-

Gweedara (IRE)) 5-11-2 T Scudamore 6-5
fav. 2 Gumbo Flyer (FR) (Rail Link-Sariette
De L’isle (FR)) 4-10-8 J Bowen 14-1. 3
Fortunate Fred (FR) (Cokoriko (FR)-Rosalie
Malta (FR)) 5-11-2 G Sheehan 11-8. (7 ran)
3l, 61/2l, 36l, 6l, 33l. D Pipe, Wellington. Tote:
win €2.20; places €1.70, €2.20. Exacta:
€15.40. Trifecta: €36.10. CSF: €17.70. Non-
runner: Irish Sovereign.
JACKPOT: Not won, pool of €8,526.02 car-
ried over.
PLACEPOT: Dividend: €167.30
QUADPOT: Dividend: €11.10

SEDGEFIELD
Going: Heavy

2.10 4yo plus 2m 1f H’cap
1 Roxyfet (FR) (Califet (FR)-

Roxalamour (FR)) 10-11-7 Emma Smith-
Chaston 9-4 fav. 2 Oxwich Bay (IRE)
(Westerner-Rose De Beaufai (FR)) 8-12-1 A
Wedge 3-1. 3 Snowed In (IRE) (Dark Angel
(IRE)-Spinning Gold) 11-11-1 S Quinlan 9-1.
(7 ran) 1/2l, 17l, 21l, 43/4l, 33/4l. M Hammond,
Middleham. Tote: win €3.00; places €1.60,
€2.00. Exacta: €9.50. Trifecta: €28.60. CSF:
€9.17.

2.40 4yo plus 2m 4f
1 Baron De Midleton (IRE) (Brian

Boru-Present Climate (IRE)) 7-11-9 B
Hughes 4-1. 2 Strong Glance (Passing
Glance-Strong Westerner (IRE)) 7-11-2 R
Johnson 1-5 fav. 3 Jour A La Plage (FR)
(Coastal Path-Juntina (FR)) 5-11-2 A Wedge
33-1. (4 ran) 32l, 26l. B Ellison, Malton.Tote:
win €3.50; Exacta: €6.10. Trifecta: €12.50.
CSF: €5.59.

3.15 5yo plus 3m 2f H’cap
1 Rock On Fruity (IRE) (Fruits Of

Love (USA)-Sancta Miria (IRE)) 11-11-1 R
McLernon 20-1. 2 Justforjames (IRE) (Dr
Massini (IRE)-Over The Road (IRE)) 11-11-0
Miss Becky Smith 10-1. 3 Abolitionist (IRE)
(Flemensfirth (USA)-All The Roses (IRE))
12-11-8 B Hughes 11-2. (6 ran) 43/4l, 22l, 54l.
B Haslam, Middleham. Also: 10-11 fav Hard
To Forget (IRE). Tote: win €23.30; places
€8.50, €2.30. Exacta: €130.50. Trifecta:
€554.60. CSF: €169.45.

3.45 4yo plus 3m 3f H’cap
1 Aniknam (FR) (Nickname (FR)-

Kelle Home (FR)) 10-10-9 T Dowson 2-1 fav.
2 King Gypsy (IRE) (Court Cave (IRE)-Be
My Gypsy (IRE)) 5-11-2 Ross Turner 14-1. 3
Shocona’s Joy (IRE) (Primary (USA)-
Shocona (IRE)) 6-10-11 T Phelan 22-1. (9
ran) 37l, 26l, 23l, 4l. P Kirby, Richmond. Tote:
win €2.70; places €1.10, €3.30, €5.20.
Exacta: €29.90. Tricast: €470.98. Trifecta:
€253.50. CSF: €27.58. Non-runner: Duty Girl.

4.20 5yo plus 2m 5f H’cap
1 Flowery (IRE) (Millenary-Dato

Vic (IRE)) 8-11-4 C O’Farrell 7-2. 2 Bollin
Ace (Bollin Eric-Bollin Annabel) 9-10-7 J
Hamilton 13-2. 3 The Paddy Pie (IRE)
(Beneficial-Salsita (FR)) 7-10-5 D Cook 5-2
fav. (9 ran) 21/2l, 71/2l, 9l, 41/4l, 81/2l. I Jardine,
Carrutherstown. Tote: win €3.60; places
€1.80, €1.80, €1.10. Exacta: €26.00. Tricast:
€66.28. Trifecta: €123.70. CSF: €26.99.

4.50 4yo plus 2m 4f H’cap
1 Federici (Overbury (IRE)-Vado

Via) 11-11-12 Miss A McCain 33-1. 2 Rare
Clouds (Cloudings (IRE)-Rare Vintage (IRE))
6-11-3 D Cook 5-4 fav. 3 Cedar Hill (IRE)
(Frammassone (IRE)-Dayamen) 6-10-13 C
Bewley 10-1. (6 ran) 2l, 7l, 7l, 18l. D McCain,
Cholmondeley.Tote: win €36.10; places €5.80,
€1.60. Exacta: €67.80. Trifecta: €536.10.
CSF: €77.13.
PLACEPOT: Dividend: €1,066.50
QUADPOT: Dividend: €119.90

Yesterday's results & prices
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GREYHOUNDS

Newinn Lester overcomes tough conditions
just outbattled in the closing
stages by kennelmate Bally-
mac Wild, who forged ahead
late on to win by three parts
of a length, in 28.90.

Paul Hennessy took the
other heat with Jaytee Japan,
who made all the running
and pulled clear late on to win
by five and a half lengths,
from Ballyverry Sarah, in
28.53.
Ladbrokes Easter Cup semi-finals
draw:
Heat 1: 1. Razldazl Peaky, 2. Wolfe, 3.
Ballymac Anton, 4. Ballydoyle Valor, 5.
Cabra Firmino (m), 6. Newinn Lester
(6).
Heat 2: 1. Ballymac Inspeed, 2. Laughil
Josh, 3. Boylesports Xtra, 4. Murts
Boher, 5. Priceless Blake, 6. Ballyanne
Sim.

Classic took place and the Pat
Buckley-trained Glengar
Bale was marginally the
quickest of the heat winners.
He tracked Deerjet Sydney
through the early stages and
prove too strong late on as he
raced on from the crown of
the f inal bends to win by
three and a half lengths, in
28.52.

That was a second heat
winner for Pat Buckley as De-
grom was also on the mark.
He rode early trouble to make
every yard of the running, in
28.95.

The first heat was fascinat-
ing as Ballymac Notisme
showed terrific middle pace
to take up the lead but was

Ba l l ymac An ton,  draw n
three. Ballydoyle Valor will
need to break better to play a
part, while Newinn Lester
has the early pace of Cabra
Firmino to contend with on
the outer half of the track.

There are six inside seeds
in the other heat, and Price-
less Blake and Ballyanne Sim
are  par t icu la rly  p oorly
drawn on the wide outside.
With so much early pace in
the race, it could play to the
strengths of Ballymac In-
speed, who can tuck in be-
hind the pace before making
his late effort count.

On Friday night in Tralee,
the second round of the Grey-
hound & Petworld Juvenile

turn for home. The strong
stayer raced on to beat the
long-time leader by two and a
half lengths, in 30.25.

Priceless Blake took the
last of the three heats for Paul
Hennessy. Drawn next to the
rails, he used the inside line
perfectly to lead Cabra Firm-
in o  a round  th e  opening
bends, and then stuck to his
task gamely to hold favourite
Ballydoyle Valor  by two
lengths, in 30.24.

The draw for next wee-
kend’s semi-finals favour
Wolfe, who was unable to
cope with T5 on Saturday
night. He will wear the blue
sheet in the first heat and that
can help him steal a march on

after and raced to a one-
length victory over the fast-
finishing Ballymac Inspeed,
in 30.21, with Ballyanne Sim
third and odds-on favourite
Wolfe grabbing the fourth
spot in next weekend’s semi-
finals.

Ballymac Anton was a 4-7
chance to take the second
heat and Liam Dowling’s dog
duly obliged.

Boylesports Xtra moved for
the rails early but had just
enough in hand to prevent the
favourite getting around in
front.

However, Ballymac Anton
raced in his slipstream most
of the way before finding the
gap along the inside on the

Around The Tracks

Tommy Lyons

Conditions were tough on
Saturday night at Shelbourne
Park, resulting in slow times,
but competition was tight and
there were just four spots be-
tween the three heat winners
in the second round of the
Ladbrokes Easter Cup.

The standard was set in the
very first heat, which went to
the Graham Holland-trained
Newinn Lester.

The wide seed broke best
and had the pace to take a
length out of Ballyanne Sim
on the run to the first bend.
He was in command there-

GREYHOUND CARDS & RESULTS

Rails draw works the oracle for Congress Thunder in Cork Cup
Ace in 29.10.

Iveshead Tim, trained by
Pat Kiely for The Sunday
Night Boys Syndicate wore
down the fast starting Holly-
hill Sydney to take the sec-
ond, an S4, by a half a length
in 18.19.

In the seventh, an A3, Bro-
gan Guest owned by John and
Marguerite O’Donoghue,
Bandon justified favouritism
but it took him until the home
straight to get the better of
the early paced Lake Garda a
length separating the pair at
the line in 29.17.

Dawstown Sky, handled by
John Kenny for Diarmuid
Doogeand Pat O’Driscoll was
another to justify favouritism
when he scored his fifth ca-
reer win in the eight, an A1,
in 29.28.

worth showed fine early pace
in the sixth, an A4, which
took him five clear at half-
way.

Casimir took up the chase
and although reducing the
leeway the line came just in
time for Boherash who held
on by a short head in 28.91.

Wide margin winners were
the order of the night with the
first, an A7/8, going to the
James Kelleher, Macroom,
owned Southwind Penny who
had eight lengths to spare at
the line over Bear Oil Kat in
29.07.

Super Mack owned by Vin-
cent  and  J ohn Bro wne,
Cloghroe got off the mark at
the third attempt in the third
race, an A8/9, the 5/4 favour-
ite romping to a fourteen
length victory over Coppeen

from Super Bossman in 28.87.
Wee Carla, owned by Tho-

mas Gunter Quinn, Castle-
lyons made every yard of the
running in the eleventh, an
A3, but after being three clear
between the  bottom two
bends she just held on at the
line by a half a length from
Lads Ebony in 28.91.

The well supported Butts
Bound, 7/4 favourite, after
shipping a heavy bump be-
tween the opening two bends
in the last, an A2, went five
clear along the back straight
but his early exertions took
their tool as he was reeled in
on the line by the Ashley
Corkery, Grenagh owned Ag-
atha a head dividing the pair
in 29.15.

Boherash Noah, owned by
Leonard Hanrahan, Glan-

ours by a short head from
Spinner with Upflewkanga-
roo  j u st  a  hal f  a  leng th
further away in third in 29.89.

Gaytime Kasia owned by
Brendan O’Connell, Tower
was the most impressive
winner on the undercard, the
home bred July 18 bitch tak-
ing the fourth, an A5, in an
excellent 28.60. S

Smartly into stride the 5/2
chance won pulling up by
nine lengths from Zoomey
Val giving their stud dog Gay-
time Hawk a nice start to his
stud career.

Carrigoon Risk, owned by
Noel Casey, Mallow took over
at halfway in the tenth, an
AA0/A0, when the leader
Splasher seemed to go wrong
and he then drew four and a
half lengths clear to the line

trap-rise Thunder held a two
length advantage over his
market rival Uncle Bertie as
they ran the opening two
bends.

Powerful along the back
straight the January 18 whelp
extended his lead as he went
crossing the line with the
wide margin of seven and a
half lengths over Uncle Ber-
tie, who just held on to second
by a short head from the fast
finishing Ballyhimikinbolt.

The final of The Curraheen
Park unraced ON3 saw Glant-
ane owner Kevin Ruby, who
was doubly represented by
the litter comrades Aldworth
Cherry & Aldworth Spinner,
claim the winner & runner-
up prizes.

In a bunch finish it was
Cherry who claimed the hon-

Curraheen Park

Eoin Walshe

Congress Thunder, trained
by Paul Hennessy for Paul
Hynes, Galway, ran out a
worthy winner of the final of
The Cork Cup at Curraheen
Park on Saturday night the
son of Droopys Nidge-Balina-
kill Trish stopping the clock
in a blistering 28.11 on a track
rated .10 fast.

Without a win in the pre-
liminaries but ideally drawn
on the rails he was sent off
the 2/1 joint favourite with
the only unbeaten finalist
Uncle Bertie to claim the
winners prize of €5,000 and
that was the order in which
they finished.

Blasting to the front from

Style 29.39; 525: Tokenfire Blaze
29.85; 525: Lane Rd Ping 30.10; 325:
Carmac Confusion 17.97; 525: Staya-
way Blake 29.63; 525: Sugar Plum
Fairy 29.09; 525: Global Reset 29.29;
525: Hillview Paddy 28.87; 525:
Cashen Sankarani 29.20.

WATERFORD
525: Farranrory Megan 28.73; 525:
Strides Jet 29.05; 525: Minglers Po-
peye 29.32; 525: Tomahurra Zeus
29.41; 525: Coco Leader 29.31; 525:
Supporting Emery 29.24; 525: Sparta
Cathy 28.95; 525: Melville Swift 28.89;
525: Go Willow Go 29.05; 525: Honor-
ary Judge 29.23.

MULLINGAR (SUN)
525: Scotchrath Magic 30.20; 525:
Fahy Johnny 30.16; 525: Killeshil
Queen 30.30; 525: Bective Julie 29.83;
525: Catunda Aine 30.39; 525: Home
Cara 29.48; 525: Catunda Lucas 30.33;
525: Caulry Sean 29.54; 525: Castlehill
Bart 29.66; 525: Stonewall Rex 29.62.

CLONMEL (SUN)
525: Annagh Lucille 29.26; 525: Down
An Hour 29.38; 300: Tivoli Maestro
16.20; 525: Emers Velvet 29.27; 525:
Tommys Pluto 29.22; 525: Cavies Buzz
29.08; 525: Rapid Jack 29.50; 525:
Geneva Tee Jay 29.26; 550: Vigorous
Vincent 30.25.

TRALEE (SUN)
525: Toast Of Brazil no time available;
525: Too Be Class 29.04; 525: Bally-
mac Minton 29.13; 525: Millridge Zoey
28.71; 525: Mileheight Matt 29.01; 525:
Cashen Okavango 29.30; 525: Penny-
lane Storm 28.85; 525: Ardfert Eric
28.89.

29.38; 525: Lady Lewis 29.48.

GALWAY
525: Sellout Craytur 29.57; 350: Kil-
bannon Voight 20.19; 525: Fairy Hill
Zara 29.77; 350: Glorias Pet 19.71; 525:
Drombeg Dancer 29.72; 350: Togher
Blue Leah 19.55; 550: Sarahs William
31.22; 550: French Deluxe 31.03; 550:
Bumblebee Daitni 30.89; 550: Spring-
well Mouse 30.89.

LIMERICK
525: Stonehall Hero 29.41; 525: Drom-
bully 29.59; 525: Elms Tree 29.54; 525:
Magical Billyray 29.27; 750: Chris
Peanuts 42.44; 525: Rallying Joy
28.85; 350: Ballyhar King 19.05; 525:
Newinn Taylor 28.37; 525: Gurtna-
crehy Gift 29.38; 525: Sevenheads
Rock 28.85; 350: Ballymac 19.29; 525:
Denises Belle 28.94.

MULLINGAR
525: Kementari 30.52; 600: Sophisti-
cated Jax 34.51; 525: Breffni Comet
30.12; 600: Azure Myst 34.68; 525:
Home Bambi 30.61; 525: Island
McGrath 30.48; 525: Clonfert Dolly
30.85; 525: Over It Now 30.05; 3350:
Frozen Fire 19.75; 525: Lingrawn
Salmon 30.09; 400: Blessington Star
22.30.

SHELBOURNE PARK
525: Lord Boomerang 29.33; 525: Tra-
ceys Pet 29.33; 525: Razldazl Mya
29.41; 525: Patricks Machine 29.14;
525: Clonbrien Flash 29.16; 525: River-
side Leo 29.22; 550: Newinn Lester
30.21; 550: Ballymac Anton 30.25; 550:
Priceless Blake 30.24; 525: Pestana
29.01.

TRALEE
525: Oak Express 29.97; 525: Rocky

Return (2) 2-1 3. sh, 5l. 28.91. Tote. 3.20,
1.50, 2.00; 21.50. Trio. 48.20.

525: J. & Ms. M. O’Donoghue’s (Ban-
don) Brogan Guest (Skywalker Puma-
Skywalker Pearl) (2) 7-4 1; Lake Garda
(1) 2-1 2; Ashgrove Classic (6) 4-1 3. 1l,
nk. 29.17. Tote. 5.00, 1.60, 1.60; 6.00.
Trio. 29.90.

525: D. J. Dooge & P. O’Driscoll’s (Blar-
ney) Dawstown Sky (Aero Majestic-
Shaded Sky) (1) 4-5 1; Droopys Out-
come (5) 2-1 2; Iveshead Betty (4) 6-1 3.
2l, ½l. 29.28. Tote. 2.30, 1.60, 2.00; 6.20.
Trio. 33.60.

525: P. Hynes’ (Galway) Congress
Thunder (Droopys Nidge-Ballinakill
Trish) (1) 2-1 1; Uncle Bertie (5) 2-1 2;
Ballyhimikinbolt (2) 3-1 3. 7½l, sh. 28.11.
Tote. 3.00, 3.70, 1.80; 20.90. Trio. 26.60.
(Trd. P. Hennessy).

525: N. Casey’s (Mallow) Carrigoon
Risk (Aero Majestic-Carrigoon Amy) (1)
3-1 1; Super Bossman (5) 9-1 2; Lebud-
giesmuggler (4) 5-2 3. 4½l, 1l. 28.87.
Tote. 6.10, 2.70, 1.90; 13.80. Trio. 68.60.

525: T. G. Quinn’s (Cork) Wee Carla
(Mall Brandy-Abbey Carla) (1) 3-1 1;
Lads Ebony (6) 4-1 2; Canadian Trevor
(2) 5-4 3. ½l, 9l. 28.91. Tote. 3.40, 1.40,
2.10; 12.80. Trio. 75.00.

525: Ms. A. Corkery’s (Grenagh) Agatha
(Scolari Me Daddy-Ironically) (3) 9-2 1;
Butts Bound (5) 6-4 2; Ladys Crest (2) 5-
2 3. hd, 4½l. 29.15. Tote. 12.70, 6.50,
2.10; 61.00. Trio. 88.00.

DUNDALK
525: Civils Coen 30.19; 400: Colar-
house Tiger 22.29; 400: Dear Oh Dear
21.95; 400: Nicebrindle Lady 22.30;
400: Nice White Paws 22.27; 350: Dub-
lin Tom 19.52; 525: Tullymurry Samba
30.15; 525: Ravenswood Mango 29.32;
400: Gerards Dream 22.12; 525: Hat-
more Ava 29.13; 525: Try One More

Pearl, Crown Jonnie.

330: Kilbannon Karl, Hawkfield Solo,
Cushgallow Kate, Ringroe Rascal, Brexit
Backstop, Ballyscally Finn.

330: Mohawk Chief, Shrewd Dreams,
Good Man Joey, Baby Shark, Kilbannon
Pedro, Olivers Island.

525: Lyneen Wagon, Dee The Man,
Demo Model, Tyrur Heidi, Martinstown
Babe, Racecourse Breze.

525: Driven Shoot, Lightfoot Kealy,
Blakemount Sheba, Shallow Park, Me-
dugorje Rose, Croaghill Tony.

CURRAHEEN PARK
525: A. Barrett’s (Kilmallock) Some Bolt
(Droopys Roddick-Winter Ash) (1R) 5-1
1; Bear Oil Kat (4) 6-4 2; Rockstar Ellie
(5) 2-1 3. 8l, 4½l. 29.07. Tote. 2.70, 1.60,
1.60; 7.40. Trio. 19.80.

330: Sunday Night Boys Syndicate’s
(Leicestershire) Iveshead Tim (Droopys
Cain-Lagile Blossom) (6) 6-4 1; Hollyhill
Sydney (1) 2-1 2; Zoomey Robin (2R) 2-
1 3. ½l, 1l. 18.19. Tote. 4.70, 2.70, 3.00;
15.80. Trio. 35.60. (Trd. P. Kiely).

525: V. & J. Browne’s (Blarney) Super
Hi Mack (Droopys Nidge-Super Jenny)
(1) 5-4 1; Coppeen Ace (4) 5-2 2; Tidy
Up Billy (6R) 2-1 3. 14l, 2½l. 29.10. Tote.
3.30, 2.50, 1.40; 6.90. Trio. 39.90.

525: B. O’Connell’s (Blarney) Gaytime
Kasia (Gaytime Hawk-Gaytime Derval)
(4) 5-2 1; Zoomey Pal (5) 3-1 2; Agha-
burren Charm (1) 4-6 3. 9l, 1½l. 28.60.
Tote. 4.00, 2.60, 3.20; 12.70. Trio. 33.10.

525: K. Ruby’s (Mallow) Aldworth Cher-
ry (Godsend-Jers Joy) (5) 5-1 1; Ald-
worth Spinner (6) 5-2 2; Upflewkangaroo
(1) 5-2 3. sh, 5l. 29.89. Tote. 13.30, 5.60,
2.20; 142.10. Trio. 320.10.

525: L. Hanrahan’s (Glanworth) Boher-
ash Noah (Kinloch Brae-Boherash Katy)
(3) 5-2 1; Casimir (4) 9-4 2; Rosebank

Jump For Joy, Terrific Taylor, Tomahur-
ra Flame, Wexford Star.

525: Lorraine Machine, Clougheast
Lass, Saunders Pearl, Metric Dynamo,
Coolcotts Toby, Carrigoe Jazz.

525: Dysert Copper, Misterin Lake, Bisto
Crystal, Tomahurra Max, Carlsbush Girl,
Kingsmill River.

525: Cosy Coyote, Kiltrea Chloe, Balli-
nabola Mia, Suzies Daisy, Mottee Glory,
Gareths Star.

525: Crokes Gale, Rathbally Rocky, Kar-
low Splat, Nettle Soup, Lisnakill Messi,
Kingsmill Izzy.

525: Tullycanna Lady, Misterin Rose,
Dolls Vase, Little Fujairah, Blacks Act,
Cracker Be Slick.

525: Neamstownbuttons, Benwell Girl,
Couldnt Go Wrong, Ballycowen Nula,
Metric Bailey, Woolie Two Toes.

LONGFORD
8.00 – 330: Pleasetell Trish, Salthill Sky,
Cherokee Champ, Micklem Merlin,
Foulkscourt Yank, Kilbannon Wolf.

330: Glentara Daisy, Kilbannon Tee,
Hawkfield Jango, Tymon Queen, Rin-
groe Rambler, Botswana Hero.

330: Lyneen Whisper, Mrs Owley, Bay-
view Panda, , Dirtbird Daisy, Merciful Ali.

330: Colonel Jack, Ardilaun Jo, Kilban-
non Lilly, Kinard Boyo, Mostrim Mandy,
Saratoga Gracias.

330: Mountcashel Jet, Old Fort Zipper,
Clearway Vicky, Ivy Bridge, Merciful
Debbie, Supersonic Buzz.

330: Shrewd Boe, Dirtbird Dan, Emmas
Boy, , Urney Ed, Mountcashel Jazz.

525: Glentara Panda, Lukes Miss, Bots-
wana Amy, Creevy Candy, Dengabs
Henno, Crown Prince.

525: Angels Glory, Blakemount Flash,
Tommys Simba, Jetts Razl, Croaghill

YOUGHAL
6.44 – 525: Burgess Bullet, Burgess
Diego, Cash For Brandy, Dunbar Lazer,
Steeple Rd Eden, Clonda Flyer.
525: Slaneyside Drake, Glenfinn Floss,
Hollyhill Magic, Canvas Lady, Aloha Sa-
ratoga, Watch Out Doll.
525: Fair Bluebell, Watch Out Socks,
Murleys Reel, Business Loot, Hollyhill
Ninga, Giacometti.
525: Cavies Heather, Garryvoe Captain,
Toosharptoocatch, Watch Out Matty,
Anns Matt, Conna Maxi.
525: Ballybrien Slick, Dansa Kate, Asset,
Dunbar Bay, Conna Fireblade, Aarons
Ace.
525: Charlies Buddy, Slaneyside Maeve,
Ballybrien Zee, Tobereen View, West-
end Rose, Flair Henry.
525: Kilrush Jake, Tattoo, Belindas
Cover, Witches Sonia, Philipstown Bid,
Hollyhill Beller.
525: Dunbar Lady, Hollyhill Titan, Can-
vas Tipp, Blitzkrieg, Stunning Bruno,
Deady Duffy.
525: Sarou Sharon, Slaneyside Colin,
Dunbar Ace, Elsinore Dick, Shebeen
Alfie, Blade.
525: Voltage, Slaneyside Mabel, Conna
Merc, Goldie, Hollyhill Magoo, Millview
Kire.
525: Mike Dash, Ringo Kid, Mylane Min-
nie, Slaneyside Maisy, Chunky Exile,
Faulks Lane.
525: Canvas Duke, Conors Blaze, Bop
Bop Baby, Druids Where To, Safari
Silver, Fanfreluche.

ENNISCORTHY
8.00 – 525: Superb Elegance, Wood-
pecker Kate, Lakeview Boy, Sweet Lilly,
Kingsmill Hakone, On The Nod.
525: Kingsmill Ron, Gentstown Messi,



Perhaps you watched some of Tyrone v Dublin the other even-
ing, a game so wet it induced spontaneous dampness in the
clothing of TV viewers all over Ireland.

The half-time row attracted a lot of comment, but the condi-
tions deserve some focus. Not because of their severity, but
because teams must now adapt game plans to a whole other
mode of playing — i.e., surviving the unplayable.

Playing matches at this time of the year is inviting trouble,
but if the GAA is to continue fixing games for January and
February then managers and coaches will have to come up
with a style that can be adapted to such horrific conditions.

Exaggeration? Not when a kicker like Dean Rock sees a de-
livery boomerang around the field as happened early on in
Omagh. The NFL game with one side not kicking a single ball
in the seventy minutes is on its way.

Where climate
change meets
game plan

George Steiner had a
powerhouse intellect
Better late than never — I
mention here the late George
Steiner, who passed away at
90 just  a few weeks ago.
Steiner was the platonic
ideal of the European intel-
lectual — multilingual, eru-
dite, cosmopolitan (credited
with introducing Anglo-
American audiences, said
the Guardian, to the likes of
Ernst Bloch, Theodor W
Adorno, Thomas Bernhard,
Paul Celan and Walter Benja-
min.)

Why is he here, though?
Well, Steiner’s description of

a chess player could stand
for many a sportsperson
(“A chess genius is a human
being who focuses  vast ,
little-understood mental
gifts and labors on an ulti-
mately trivial human enter-
prise”).

One of his very last books
is also well worth a read —
My Unwritten Books — but
not, maybe, on a crowded
train if you’re conscious
about someone reading over
your shoulder.

michael .moyni-
han@examiner.ie

Irving Berlin and
the ideas factory
Many thanks to the reader
who told me during the week
that he ‘admired my anec-
dotes’.

I’m only sorry I didn’t re-
spond in my best Kenneth
Williams voice, if not nostrils,
but l’esprit de l’escalier is a
cross we must all bear. If the
same man had asked where I
got my column ideas from,
however, for once I had an
answer.

The traditional riposte here
is along the lines of the Irving
Berlin urban legend: There
was a suggestion in the old
days that the man credited
with White Christmas and
many other classics didn’t ac-
tually write them, but relied
on a couple of musical gen-
iuses he kept chained up in his
attic to do the heavy lifting.

I don’t have any such facil-
ity to hand, principally be-
cause the roof beams are so
low in the attic that it would be
unfair to expect anyone to
compose 1,200 words of spark-
ling wit up there.

Or even 1,200 words of
cliched obviousness.

I do have a notebook that I
sometimes scribble column
ideas in, though, and after my
brief encounter earlier in the
week I had a look to see if I
could strip-mine some inspi-
ration from it. To my surprise
I had some raw materials.
Very raw.

Here’s a raw transcript,
with my annotations in the
brackets following.

Note 1: J. Burrow — hand
size low? 9 compare to
others 10 and one quarter
— hurling/rugby — is
Trump NO — but BENCH.

As far as I can make out,
this relates to a prospective
NFL quarter-back, Joe Bur-
row, whose hand size is now
seen as a potential disadvan-
tage, given some other
quarter-backs have hands an
inch and a quarter bigger than
his. I abandoned this early on
as a column idea because a)
what could I compare it to, my
own micro paws? b) I’d have to
measure other people’s hands,
which sounds creepy c) most
people would ask who Joe
Burrow is in the first place. Or
Johnny Bench, also men-
tioned, who could hold seven
baseballs in one hand.)

Note 2: WR release on TG:
reported? Who? Numbers
numbers numbers. Back-
lash prepared.

This note relates to a press
release from World Rugby
about a meeting to discuss
transgender issues in that
sport ‘going forward’, as the
saying goes. This area is one
which has the potential to det-
onate in all sports, so my rea-
son for putting it to one side
relates to a) one column seg-
ment being insufficient to
address everything b) the an-
ticipation of a howling mob
reacting to anything that’s
written.

One for a bigger space, and a
later date, preferably the day
before a three-week holiday.

Note 3: Butter big Milk
Pizza bases x 2 Dark choc-
olate digestives McVitie’s
only HAND SANITISERS X
8 PLUS TOILET ROLL ’24’

Self-explanatory, non-col-
umn-related note.

Note 4: handshakes, GG,
happy Christmas, corona-

corona lurking in back-
ground still, foreseeable.

This note relates to the col-
umnist’s nightmare, the de-
cent idea which is overtaken
by events. On Monday it
struck me that the traditional
pre-game meeting of oppo-
nents — across most sports —
might have to be shelved tem-
porarily, because with the cor-
onavirus ‘lurking in the back-
ground,’ the health author-
ities could try to cut out all un-
necessary handshakes. It was
a strong possibility until the
church banned the sign of
peace later in the week. Ah
well.

Further clarification: The
‘GG’ refers to the shock revel-
ation this week that some
members of a certain GAA
club’s U11 side do not say
‘good game’ when shaking
hands with opponents after
matches but abbreviate the
greeting to ‘GG’. The scamps.

Note 5: Congress — smoke
filled rooms and backstairs
politicking, diary of a Con-
gress naif.

This one was hot on the
heels of the banned hand-
shake, based on the fact that
the annual GAA Congress has
a high recognition factor
among sports readers, readers
who might appreciate a light-
hearted expose of its machina-
tions and masterstrokes.

Then I realised a) I wasn’t
going to Congress b) I didn’t
want to go to Congress and c) I
didn’t want to imagine what
the backstairs politicking
might actually be like.

Note 6: Ask the two lads
in the attic

So I did.

Michael
Moynihan

GAA presidents and
GAA electorates
Congratulations to Larry McCarthy, the new
president of the GAA, who was elected to the
position last Friday night.

Your columnist has met Larry in the past —
the Cork native was very good company a
couple of years ago up in Gaelic Park in the
Bronx when I landed in for a chat, freshly
jet-lagged from a flight and slightly stunned by
getting an Uber to the venue (thanks on that
score to John Riordan, once of this parish, for
making me feel like a metropolitan millennial;
a metrilennial, if you will).

I note a trickle of dissatisfaction in the usual
humid swamps and hollows of social media
that Jarlath Burns, regarded as the favourite,
didn’t ascend to the throne. This seems — to
me, anyway — to be based on Burns’ profile
and visibility in recent weeks, which far
outstripped that of the other candidates,
McCarthy included.

It’s probably a lesson too late for Burns’
camp, but more than one observer pointed out
to this column that casual consumers of social
media are not the electorate which appoints the
president of the GAA. That’s not a reflection on
those casual consumers either, just a statement
of fact.

As for the surprise being expressed by some
that Burns didn’t win, remind yourself of the
single sharpest illustration of electoral politics
ever spoken aloud. When Richard Nixon
trounced George McGovern in the 1972 US
presidential election, film critic and New York
liberal Pauline Kael supposedly said: “How can
that be? Nobody I know voted for Nixon.”

CUP CHEER: The Gailltír players celebrate following their victory over St Rynagh’s in yesterday’s AIB All-Ireland
Intermediate Club Camogie final at Croke Park. See report on page 16. Picture: Harry Murphy/Sportsfile
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