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leightools.com
Scan QR code

See Video

Router Table Joinery Jig

• Box Joints
• Half-Blind Dovetails
• Through Dovetails

RTJ400 by Leigh

Better Tools. 
Better Results.
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Ash .............................. 4/4 ....1C ............. 1.85 .... Select ..........2.60 8/4 ..... Select ... 2.95 4/4........$103.00  8/4 ....... $109.00
Basswood .................... 4/4 .................................. Select ..........1.95 8/4 ................... 2.60 4/4........$  89.00  ....... $  93.00
Birch ............................ 4/4 .................................. Select ..........3.50  ..........................   4/4........$117.00 8/4 ............... NA
Butternut ...................... 4/4 ....2C ............. 2.50 .... 1C ...............3.25 8/4  .... 1C ........ 3.75 4/4........$100.00 8/4 ....... $129.00
Cedar ........................... 4/4 ....1C+Btr. ..... 2.00 ................................   .........................  4/4........$  87.00 8/4 ............... NA
Cherry .......................... 4/4 ....1C ............. 2.75 .... Select ..........4.90 8/4 ................... 5.75 4/4........$126.00 8/4 ....... $139.00
Cypress ....................... 4/4 .................................. Select ..........3.00 8/4 ................... 4.00 4/4........$  99.00 8/4 ....... $109.00
Hickory-Pecan ............. 4/4 ....1C ............. 2.00 .... Select ..........3.00 8/4 ..... Select ... 3.50 4/4........$110.00 8/4 ....... $137.00
Mahogany (African) ..... 4/4 .................................. Select ..........5.25 8/4 ..... Select ... 5.55 4/4........$124.00 8/4 ....... $127.00
Maple (Hard)................ 4/4 ....Select (N) . 3.00 .... Select (W) ...3.65 8/4 ..... Select ... 4.50 4/4........$118.00 8/4 ....... $126.00
Maple (Soft) ................. 4/4 .................................. Select ..........2.60 8/4 ..... Select ... 3.00 4/4........$  97.00 8/4 ....... $107.00
Oak (Red) .................... 4/4 ....1C  ............ 2.10 .... Select ..........2.80 8/4 ..... Select ... 3.95 4/4........$107.00 8/4 ....... $129.00
Oak (White) ................. 4/4 ....1C ............. 2.20 .... Select ..........2.80 8/4 ..... Select  .. 4.95 4/4........$107.00 8/4 ....... $135.00
Poplar .......................... 4/4 ....1C ............. 1.30 .... Select ..........1.80 8/4 ..... Select ... 2.00 4/4........$  87.00 8/4 ....... $  91.00
Walnut.......................... 4/4 ....1C ............. 3.25 .... Select ..........6.25 8/4 ..... Select ... 7.00 4/4........$129.00 8/4 ....... $149.00
White Pine (Soft) ......... 4/4 ....F.G. ........... 1.40 ................................ 8/4 ..... FG ........ 1.80 4/4........$  80.00 8/4 ....... $  86.00
Yellow Pine (Soft) ........ 4/4 ....Clear ......... 2.20 ................................ 8/4 ..... Clear .... 2.60 4/4........$  92.00 8/4 ....... $  99.00
Western Red Cedar ..... 4/4 ....2C+Btr. ..... 2.50 ................................ 8/4 ..... 2C+Btr. . 2.50 4/4........$101.00 8/4 ....... $107.00 

STEVE WALL LUMBER CO.
Quality Hardwoods and Plywood For The 
Craftsmen and Educational Institutions

Send $1.00 For Lumber Catalog
Prices Subject to Change Without Notice

OLIVER MACHINERY DEALER
HARDWOOD PLYWOOD

CUSTOM RAISED PANEL DOORS
CUSTOM PLANK HRDWD FLOORING

THIN CRAFTWOOD
EXOTIC LUMBER

STEVE H. WALL 
LUMBER CO.

BOX 287 
MAYODAN, N.C. 27027

336-427-0637
1-800-633-4062

FAX 336-427-7588
Email: woodsales@walllumber.com
Website: www.walllumber.com

WE SELL 

IN LARGER 

QUANTITIES!

Above prices are for approximately 20 bd. ft. bundle of clear 1 Face  (except for cedar and white pine or lumber listed as 1C + Btr. which have tight knots) 4” - 10” wide  •  3’ - 5’ long.  Lengths and 
widths are random.  Add 15% to price of bundle if you specify particular lengths and widths.   Lumber is surfaced two sides  (13/16” on 1” stock • 1 3/4” on 2” stock) or rough.  Some of the heavy 

Please 
Specify  Rough or Surfaced Stock.   *Add $5 if Rough.   (Shipped in 2 bundles)  Add $5 if over 5’ Long. 
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Origin, a handheld CNC  
that fits any shop

shapertools .com

Welcome to the future of woodworking.  

Shaper Origin™ brings precision to 

handheld routing at any scale,  

no programming required.

Get your FREE catalog today 
at rcklr.co/1023 or 

call 1-800-279-4441 (Code 1023)

• Featuring over 10,000 items
• Innovative jigs and tools
• Router accessories
• Rare hardwood
• Turning supplies

The most complete 
catalog for woodworkers

Plan #24 $1645

Detailed  with full size
drawings & text

More plans @
armorplans.com

800
292
8296

Armor    Box 576    Monterey TN 38574

Visa/MC
call

Plan #82 $1900

  Plan #62
Cradle $1945

16 Pg catalog of
plans/parts $2

or free with order

Cycle Rocker
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The Woodworker’s 
Journal Weekly sends a 

friendly email to your inbox 
every week, full of virtual 
backfence chatter about 

your favorite hobby. It was 
the very fi rst online 

woodworking newsletter and 
remains the most popular 

and widely read today!

Check it out and sign up for 
your FREE subscription at: 

woodworkersjournal.
com/weekly/subscribe

The Best 
Online 

Woodworking 
Newsletter!

FREE
PLANS
in every

issue!

16” DVR Benchtop Drill Press
ALSO NEW! 
COMET 14 DR MIDI LATHE 

VIKING TM

D V R  D I G I TA L D R I V E  T E C H N O L O G Y

Offer valid January 1st - March 31st, 2020
While supplies last. 

U.S. only. 

$949.99
Reg. $999.99

SAVE $50

NEW!
INTRODUCTORY OFFER

Download NOW! 
woodworkersjournal.com/

classics

$1 Project Plans



12

n material first, then 

MORE ON THE WEB
www.woodworkersjournal.com

Have you painted any of your indoor or “fine

feel about painting indoor or “fine

Do you approve of painting indoor or “fine

6
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   From

 Kitchens to Heirlooms 
          Leigh Super Jigs Make Dovetails Easy

Scan QR code

See Video

Best Value Award
2019 Tool Guide

Fine Woodworking leightools.com

Whether you’re a beginner
or an experienced 

fi nisher, you’ll fi nd a wealth of 
must-have information in this 
DVD. It’s based on fi nishing 
expert Michael Dresdner’s 
comprehensive step-by-step 
process, delivered in an easy-
to-understand and entertaining 
format. It’s everything you 
need to know to get a perfect 
fi nish every time!

Item #46512  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $29.99

CALL 800-610-0883
(mention code WJ2021)

Order online at:
woodworkersjournal.com/wj2021 

Sponsors include ...

Step-by-Step 
to a Perfect 

Finish

IT’S LIKE HAVING A 
FRIEND AT THE FACTORY.
For two decades, Harvey has been an OEM manufacturer 
of industrial woodworking machines for other brands. 
Now we’re proud to introduce our own line of professional 
quality tools at factory-direct prices—Ambassador by Harvey.
Learn more at harveywoodworking.com.

®BY
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ago, I bought a pin nailer. I 
had high expectations that 
it could speed up nailing the 
small types of items I build. 
I mostly use red oak on my 
projects, followed by maple 
and walnut. Boy, was I disap-
pointed with the pin nailer. 
No matter how carefully I 
aimed the nailer, I would get 
blowouts in red oak. Then 
there were the frequent jams. 
My pin nailer must be dis-
assembled to remove jams. 
I finally took the pin nailer 
completely apart and cleaned 
and lubricated everything, 
and the number of jams went 
down. So today, I am very 
selective on when I use the 
pin nailer. On projects where 
blowouts will ruin the most 
important areas, I go back to 

pre-drilling for brads, then 
hammering them in. From 
my experience, pin nailers 
are not a panacea for wood-
workers on small projects 
with hardwoods like red oak.

Dale C. Maley
Fairbury, Illinois

Twice-cut Miter Joints
I built the “Walnut Coffee 
Table” featured on page 32 
of the October 2019 issue. 
The project reminded me of 
Rob Johnstone’s discussion 
in the February 2020 issue’s 
Letters, where he talks about 
miters being off on the final 
joint when making picture 
frames. Well, as perfect as 
I thought my table saw was 
at 45 degrees, my final joint 
was off by about the thick-

ness of my saw blade. To fix 
the problem, I temporarily 
glued all four corners of the 
tabletop together and then 
ran the saw through each 
miter joint. That way, the 
joint that originally was off 
by the thickness of the saw 
blade had a parallel partner. 
All the joints had to be cut to 
keep the inlay matching, due 
to the reduced size of about 
1/8" inch all around. I don’t 
know if this would work for 
everyone in every situation, 
but it worked for me.

Frank Campanella
Hamburg, New Jersey

What Makes a Door Nail so Dead? 
Have you ever wondered what “deader than a door nail” means? 
The phrase traces its origin to medieval carpentry. A door to a 
cottage was a simple thing made up of boards held together by bat-
tens. Think of the decorative Z-pattern you see on barn doors. The 
doors were simply nailed together with extra-long flat cut nails. 
The extra length was bent into a hook and pounded or “killed” into 
the door to keep it from working loose. A door with killed nails 
could not be taken apart easily. The phrase “deader than a door 
nail” moved into the general language and came to mean unrepair-
able or unfixable. So when my lawnmower turned out to be deader 
than a door nail, I had to go buy a new one.

Jim Westbrooks
Canal Fulton, Ohio

Cutting miter joints requires that the saw be carefully adjusted for accura-
cy, whether you use a miter saw like this or a miter gauge and table saw. 

Mediocre results when driving 23-gauge 
pin nails into red oak have made one 
reader skeptical of pin nailers in general.

One reader found a clever work-
around for refining the wide miter 
joints on his Walnut Coffee Table, 
featured in our October 2019 issue.

TR I V I A
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your fingers against the spinning 

which makes a good friction fit 

fix that saves my skin! 

25 JIGS & FIXTURES
 A collection of our favorite jigs, fixtures and projects

 www.woodworkersjournal.com

PLUS 5
BONUS SHOP

PROJECTS!

 ORDER YOURS TODAY!

 CALL 800-610-0883
(mention code WJ2022)

or order online:
woodworkersjournal.com/wj2022

 Woodworker’s Journal Jigs & Fixtures CD
Item #51729 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$14.99

      You’ll
find 25 

great jigs 
and fixtures 
on this CD, 
making it 
easier for 
you to create 

everything from stopped dadoes 
to perfect miters. Plus, we’ve also 
included 5 bonus shop projects 
... Don’t wait, get your CD today!

25 JIGS & 
FIXTURES CD

“Restore It - Don’t Strip It!”“Restore It - Don’t Strip It!”

Antiques, Cabinets, Desks, Tables, Chairs, 
Pianos, Paneling, Doors, Banister, etc.

Removes white heat rings

FOLLOW US!FOLLOW US!
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ALL NEW

LAGUNALATHE.COMLAGUNATOOLS.COM

Shown with options

Closing the Gap Between Revo 12|16 and 18|36

$1999

• Extraordinary torque even at low speeds
• Infinite electronic variable speed 50 - 4200 RPM
• Patent pending Precise Point allows dialing in the tailstock quill

DOWELMAX
PRECISION ENGINEERED JOINING SYSTEM

JOINT STRENGTH IS DIRECTLY PROPORTIONAL TO ACCURACY

OUR UNCONDITIONAL GUARANTEE: 
Joints Made Using Dowelmax are 
Test Proven Stronger and More 
Accurate than Comparable M&T  
or Domino Joints.

Call 1.877.986.9400 or visit dowelmax.com

Full System Not Shown-Main Unit Only

Above 3/8 multiple dowel joint was used to construct a 1-3/4” 
thick entry way door & was tested against a M&T joint with 5/8” 
thick tenon: 3/8 and 5/8 joints failed at an incredible 2000 psi! 
Watch our latest project construction videos and strength test 
videos updated regularly at www.dowelmax.com

 Helps Prevent Bad Cuts Like These

 Abrasion, pitch buildup, 

micro chipping and poor 

sharpening jeopardize the life 

and performance of even the 

fi nest carbide-tipped blades 

and dado sets.  Our expert 

factory sharpening will help 

protect your investment.  We 

handle all types and makes 

of blades.  Typical turn-

around is just 4 to 5 days.  

We’ve been the leader for 

over 60 years, so contact 

us today.      

 www.ForrestBlades.com

1-800-733-7111

(In NJ, call 973-473-5236)

 © 2019 Forrest Manufacturing      Code WWJ

NEW Website!
More Blades!
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14" band saws, I find no new 

MORE ON THE WEB
www.woodworkersjournal.com

VIDEO

machine or on the floor
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A foot brake near the floor allows the blade to be stopped quickly when 



keeping my fingers locked 

the first things you should 
smooth, fine finish to a cut

With the top and bottom faces of a plank flattened, a band saw can then 

no other woodworking machine can match with equal finesse and safety



Shown with 
optional 
hoses sold 
separately

Y-adapter inlet for
multiple hoses

Big CFM in a small package!

54352

64952

 Dust Right® 
Dust Hose 
Cord Clips 
 Clips snugly onto your 
dust hose to hold the power 
cord in place, preventing 
twisting and tangling. 
Reduces chance of tripping on the cord 
or stepping on it. Durable polymer with 
easy-grip texture. 
  55678    For 11/2" Hose, 3-Pack    . . .$  7.99 
  51774    For 21/4" Hose, 3-Pack    . . .$  9.99 
  50715    For 21/2" Hose, 3-Pack    . . .$  9.99 

FREE SHIPPING* for Woodworker's Journal subscribers!
$39+ orders qualify • Order at Rockler.com or call 800-279-4441 • Use promo code 11P925 at checkout 

54818

Dust Right® Canister Filter for Rockler 1250 CFM 
Wall-Mount Dust Collector 
Premium fabric pleats filter dust down to an incredible 1 micron in 
size—fits the Rockler 1250 CFM Dust Collector.With this one simple 
upgrade, you'll increase the filtration of your 1250 CFM Wall Mount 
Dust Collector by up to 30 times, giving the air quality in your shop 
a welcome boost. The premium pleated filter captures dust down to 
1-micron in size, compared to 30 microns for the stock filter bag. You
also get the convenience of a crank-style filter cleaner—just rotate
the handle to clear dust off the pleats. Last but not least, the dust
now drops neatly into an included plastic bag for easy emptying.
 54818    1-Micron Canister Filter   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 299.99     

 Replacement 
30-Micron Bag 
for Dust Right® 1250
CFM Wall-Mount 
Dust Collector 
 Filters to 30-microns.
Clear window shows dust
level. Zipper for easy
emptying. 
  63922  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  49.99 

COMING SOON!
 High-Performance 

5-Micron Bag for 
Dust Right® 1250 CFM
Wall-Mount Dust 
Collector 
 Heavy-duty cloth filters to
5 microns. Clear window
shows dust level. Zipper for
easy emptying.
  64952    650 CFM   . . . . . . . . . . . .$  79.99 

 Dust Right® 1250 CFM Wall-
Mount Dust Collector 

 Enough power for your whole shop, plus a 
Y-adapter inlet for multiple hoses, and a remote

for easy on/off! Mounts to wall with keyhole slots, 
saving valuable floor space. Motor has sealed shaft 

and bearings for quiet, long lasting operation. Includes 
30-micron bag with clear window and zipper.

  54352  1250 CFM . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  529.99 

54352

One dust solution for many tools!
Dust Right® Flexiport Hose Kit: 
now available in two versions!

 FlexiPort Power Tool Hose 
Kit, 12' Hose Fixed Length 
 Flexible rubber ports connect the 
included fixed-length dust hose to a 
huge variety of handheld power tools, 
even those with odd port shapes! 
Ports swivel to avoid tangles, and are 
molded with an elbow to lift the hose 
off your work. Reverse thread for 
easy, airtight hose connections. 21/4" 
OD end connects to most shop 
vacuums or separators. FlexiPort 
diameters include 3/4" ID x 11/4" OD, 
1" ID, 11/4" ID and 11/2" ID. 
  51170 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  59.99 

    Additional shipping charges will apply for select oversized items, express orders, international 
orders APO/FPO addresses and orders to Alaska, Hawaii, Guam, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands. 
This offer cannot be combined with other offers, applied to previous orders or used in conjunction 
with Rockler Professional pricing. Some offers available only online. Rockler Woodworking and 
Hardware reserves the right to limit quantities, correct errors or omissions and modify or end 
this promotion at any time. Not all items available at retail stores. Offer not valid at Rockler’s 
independent resellers. To shop now and get Free Shipping, use the 6 digit code 11P925 when 
checking out online, or when calling us with an order. Offer valid through April 2, 2020.

*

Prices valid February 28th – April 2nd, 2020800-279-4441



Rockler® Exclusives – Quality you can trust

 Rockler® Precision Miter Gauge 
 Keep your miters tight with precision-
machined positive stops at the most 
common angles, plus a miter bar with 
nylon set screws so it fits your slot tightly, 
and slides smoothly. Angles from 0° to 70° 
left/right. Detents at 0°, 15°, 22.5°, 30°, 45° and 60°. 3/8" x 3/4" miter bar fits 
both standard slots and T-slots. Easy-to-Grip rubber knobs for mounting a shop-
made fence. 
  53310  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$  99.99   

COMING 
SOON!

Broad foot rests against router table fence 
and is offset to avoid fence opening 

Half round notches register your 
measurements to the center 
of 1/4" and 1/2" shank bits

Also works as a 
height gauge for 
bits and blades 

Sets your router fence a precise 
distance from the center of the bit

 Rockler Router Bit Center/Depth Gauge 
 Quickly set your router fence a precise 
distance from the center of the bit—
ideal for dados and flutes. Also works 
as a height gauge for bits and blades. 
Notches measure from center of 1/4" and 
1/2" shank router bits. Use the notchless 
portion to measure to the edge of the 
cutter, rather than the middle of the 
shank. 12" long steel ruler with metric 
and imperial measurements. 
  55010  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  19.99 

 Rockler® Glue Caddy 
 Keeps all your glue and applicators in one compact, 
portable caddy. Stores up to four glue bottles in 
sizes up to 16 oz. Trays and brushes fit into slots on 
the side. Hooks onto our Lock-Align Wall Brackets 
(#52058, sold separately) for easy access. Made 
of durable ABS—wood glue flakes off easily when 
dried. 
  56823  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  9.99   

 Rockler® Silicone Glue Keeper 
 Keeps glue where it belongs: in the container, on the 
brush, or on your project. Lid cradles hold brushes 
so excess glue drips back into container. You can 
also set the lid on the bench to catch drips. Sloped 
bottom keeps glue pooled. Rounded corners for easy 
cleaning. Lid seals for short-term storage. Wet glue 
pours cleanly back into the bottle, and dried glue 
peels right off. Holds 2 oz. of glue. 
  52296  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  9.99 

 Rockler® Silicone Micro Glue Brush Set 
 The finest precision in glue applicators—perfect for 
dowels, dovetails, box joints, veneer repairs and 
joinery repairs. Also great for cleaning bits of wet 
glue out of corners. Silicone tips rinse off and shed 
dried glue easily. Includes fine point brush, angled 
chisel brush, and tapered flat tip brush with ribs for 
glue retention. 
  50822  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  7.99  

SEE more at Rockler.com/Shaper-OriginSEE all styles at Rockler.com/new-lights

Shaper 
Origin 
Handheld 
CNC Router
World's first hand-
held CNC Router!
Shaper Origin 
combines computer-
guided accuracy with 
hand-held familiarity.

LED Lighting
• Continuous Illumination
• Exceptionally Thin
• Simple to Install

Rockler.com

NEW Innovations from Rockler!



Our Bench Dog hand planes, from Rockler, feature gorgeous sapele handles and solid brass 
fittings. A certificate of Inspection guarantees sole flatness and blade hardness right out 
of the box. Each hand plane comes with a storage sock and instruction manual.

Which hand plane 
is right for your job?

SAVE
20%

All Bench Dog
Hand Planes!

      

  

    Additional shipping charges will apply for select oversized items, express orders, international orders APO/FPO addresses and orders to Alaska, Hawaii, Guam, Puerto 
Rico and the Virgin Islands. This offer cannot be combined with other offers, applied to previous orders or used in conjunction with Rockler Professional pricing. Some 
offers available only online. Rockler Woodworking and Hardware reserves the right to limit quantities, correct errors or omissions and modify or end this promotion 
at any time. Not all items available at retail stores. Offer not valid at Rockler’s independent resellers. To shop now and get Free Shipping, use the 6 digit code 
11P925 when checking out online, or when calling us with an order. Offer valid through April 2, 2020.

*

    

800-279-4441

Prices valid February 28 through April 2, 2020



AND IM
PROVED

Full stereo sound with large 
left and right speakers for 

spatial depth and richness!
 Rockler® Stereo Wireless 
Speaker Kit with 2 Speakers 
and Playback/Volume 
Controls 
 Full stereo sound with large left 
and right speakers for spatial depth 
and richness. Connects to any 
Bluetooth® device! Playback and 
volume controls in the control pod. 
3.5mm aux input lets you connect 
accessories with a headphone 
jack. Use a 17/8" Forstner bit for 
the control pod, and 23/4" for 
the speakers. Solder-free, quick-
connect wiring. Included USB cable 
charges internal 500mAh battery. 
  50995 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$ 39.99 

Make a mini speaker with a 
beautiful wooden cabinet

 Rockler Wireless Speaker Kit 
  Make a mini speaker with a beautiful 
wooden cabinet! Connects to 
any Bluetooth® device, and features 
full playback/volume controls. 3.5mm 
aux input lets you connect accessories 
with a headphone jack. Use a block 
of wood with a hole drilled in it, 
build a hollow cabinet, or integrate 
speakers into furniture items. For the 
hole, use a 17/8" hole saw, Forstner bit 
or a jig saw—the bezel will conceal 
any rough edges. Solder-free, quick-
connect wiring. Included USB cable 
charges internal 500mAh battery.  
 57033 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 29.99 

The Bluetooth® word and logos are 
registered trademarks owned by Bluetooth 
SIG, Inc. and any use of such marks by 
Rockler Companies Inc. is under license. 
Other trademarks and trade names are those 
of the their respective owners.

The Bluetooth® word and logos are registered 
trademarks owned by Bluetooth SIG, Inc. and any 
use of such marks by Rockler Companies Inc. is under 
license. Other trademarks and trade names are 
those of the their respective owners.

 Rockler Corner 
Key Doweling Jig 
 Beautify and strengthen mitered joints 
using hardwood dowels, non-ferrous 
metal tubes and more! Exposed oval 
dowel ends provide a unique decorative 
effect. Double-drill to create dowels 
with a multi-layered core. Precisely 
molded reference lines and clear 
alignment window for fast, accurate 
setups. Includes 1/8", 1/4" and 3/8" 
drill guides. Drill bits sold separately. 
  59517     Doweling Jig    . . . . . . . . . $  35.99 
  64775     Doweling Jig & Bits  . . . . $  71.99        

Drill Bits
 68329     1/8" x 6" Drill Bit  . . . $  11.99   
 63837     1/4" x 6" Drill Bit  . . . $  14.99   
  67434     3/8" x 6" Drill Bit  . . . $  19.99 

25% OFFLLLLAAAADDDDDDER KKKKITTTTSSSS
See Rockler.com/deals

Rockler.com

Prices valid February 28 through April 2, 2020
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pieces that would be joined later to 
make a wider glued-up tabletop. With 
that done, I took a straightedge and lo-
cated the high points of the boards, then 
I used an 07 jointer plane to knock them 
down. I could have continued with the 
07 to flatten the boards completely, but I 
have a wide belt sander at my disposal, 
so that’s how I continued. Once the two 
boards were flat and smooth, I used the 
track saw to rip one edge of each piece 
of the tabletop, then a jointer to flatten 
those edges into a long glue joint. 

For a video demonstrating 

a complete build of the ta-

ble including pouring epoxy, please 

visit woodworkersjournal.com and 

click on “More on the Web” under 

the Magazine tab.

MORE ON THE WEB
www.woodworkersjournal.com

VIDEO

Preliminary Design Choices
I’ve been very interested in trying a 
unique looking set of metal legs called a 
Straw Bundle “Light” Table Base (item 
#66460, $399.99; rockler.com). Made of 
steel tubes cut and welded at dramatic 
angles, they struck my fancy. And yes, if 
you’re thinking these legs added to the 
aforementioned weight and expense of 
the table, you are spot on.

When I saw the spalted maple slab, I 
remembered those legs. It occurred to 
me that I might be able to use that wood 
to make a tabletop for which the legs 
would be appropriate. It took a bit of 
noodling, but our art director Jeff Jacob-
son and I came up with a plan. However, 
the plan did have something of a hole 
in it — a really big hole surrounded by 
punky (okay, rotted) wood fibers.

Anyone who has looked at woodwork-
ing videos on YouTube in the last score 
of years has likely not been able to avoid 
the hundreds of examples of “river” ta-
bles — two interesting pieces of lumber 
joined in the middle by a river of epoxy 
resin to make a tabletop. There is a rea-
son that they are as popular as they are: 
river tables look stinking cool. While 
this lumber was not great for a river 
table, its unique configuration did lend 
itself perfectly to becoming a “pond” 
table. So with the axiom “still waters 
run deep” bouncing around in my mind 
and absolutely no experience in pouring 
resin, that is what I decided to do.

Turning a Slab into a Tabletop
Turning the lumber into a tabletop re-
quired some pretty basic woodworking, 
made more interesting by the thickness 
of the slab and the rough nature of the 
maple. I started by crosscutting the 
board with a track saw, creating two 

I didn’t want to crush the live edges 
with clamp heads, so I attached some 
temporary clamping cauls to the boards 
with hide glue. In addition, I used loose 
tenons to help me align the table during 
clamp-up; it came together well. After re-
moving the clamping cauls and sanding 
the surfaces up to 220-grit, I removed 
some of the weathered wood and added 
texture to the up-facing waney edge 
with a power carver. Then it was time to 
push ahead with staining and filling the 
“pond” with a deep pour resin.

After crosscutting the big slab, the author used various methods to flatten and smooth the top and 
bottom faces of both pieces. Then, he cut away waste wood to form a center joint for the tabletop 
using a track saw to rip the edges straight. After this, the edges were further refined on a jointer.

Making use of temporary clamping cauls glued to the tabletop, as well as loose tenons to help align 
the two pieces, gluing and clamping the tabletop components together was easy. When the glue 
dried, the author removed the clamping cauls and sanded the tabletop up to 220-grit. 
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est of the fibers wer

wood fibers varied so much that I 

I flooded it on and wiped it of

fibers and punky grain well, and it was a 

clamped it firmly to the melamine. I 
also applied a “dam” of modeling clay to 

top photo, next page). I was now at the 

pour thick layers, so I used MAS Deep 
Pour Epoxy (

t catalyst. T
elatively thin consistency 

by allowing air bubbles the time and 
ability to escape. Other one-to-one 
epoxy pr

Removing darkly weathered wood fibers from the tabletop’
for finishing while also adding texture. A power

The first finishing step involved wiping the maple with thinned stain. Notice how the stain absorbed 

MAS Penetrating Epoxy Sealer was applied to the punky grain and all around the exposed fibers 



much thicker than a 1/4" or 3/8" layer
ith my pond being mor

you can see why I wanted to use the 

four 1" layers to fill the void, as some of 
esin leaked out on the first pour

allowing the epoxy to cur

When I first stained the tabletop, the 

So I used a technique called glazing to 

on a coat of Old Masters Gel Polyur

dust nibs with 400-grit sandpaper
Next, I wiped full-str

y paintbr

smooth layer of poly
it easily — that’s the glazing aspect. And 

ocess. When I was satisfied, I let the 
glazing dry and then applied several 

e coats of poly to seal in the stain. 
The poly has a satin sheen, so I didn’t 
put it on any of the epoxy r
is shiny when it cures. This way

My last step was to attach the Straw 

y enjoyable build.

lows 1" or even a bit thicker layers to be poured. While pouring the first layer here, a good bit leaked 
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but if you’ve been putting of

oject will help you 

e expensive or unusual lumber 

, buy the 
following six boards: two 1 x 6 x 8'; one 
1 x 8 x 8'; one 2 x 4 x 8'; one 2 x 6 x 8' 
and one 2 x 8 x 8'.

fers a set of seven full-size 

your own templates instead (see “Mor

cludes a helpful layout/cutting diagram. 

e two ways to use car

The first method is to trace the shapes 
ectly onto the workpieces, then cut 

efine the 
shapes by sanding up to the line. 

or plywood and cr

outer with a bearing-guided flush-trim 
bit to trim the workpieces flush with the 

Whichever templating method you 
choose, lay out and crosscut slightly 
oversized blanks on your pr

ts except for the back 

Here, an MDF template is affixed to a back leg workpiece with double-sided tape so
the leg can be routed to an exact match with a piloted flush-trim bit. Alternatively
you could sand the chair parts to final shape instead of template-routing them.

be cut to exact length in or
om one 1 x 8 x 8' boar

Next, use your templates to trace and 

of its blank. Note that this is the only 
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your jigsaw base or band saw table to 
30°. Ar

ough at least 120- or 150-
grit. If you’r

y
edges while you’r

legs with #8 x 2 " exterior scr

legs. Drill countersunk pilot holes first, 

Next, it’s time to attach the fr

e flat 
on your work sur

this assembly at the cor

e flush with the 

e flat on the 

x exterior 

1

1

10

2

2

3

4
5

5

6

6

7

8

9

flush with these marks 

MORE ON THE WEB
www.woodworkersjournal.com

VIDEO



Woodworker’s Journal   April 2020 37

Now, on the top edges of both back legs, make a 
mark 1" back from the point where the curve for the 
seat begins (see inset photo, preceding page). Slip the 
lower back brace between the back legs, and position 
its front edge to align with these back leg reference 
marks. Its top face should be flush to the top edges of 
the back legs. Attach it with #8 x 21⁄2" exterior screws 
driven through the back legs and into its ends.

You’re ready to attach the arm braces to the top 
outside faces of the front legs with pairs of #8 x 21⁄2" 
screws driven through the front legs and into the arm 
braces. Then, grab a couple of short clamps, and clamp 
the middle back brace to the back ends of both arms so 
the ends of the parts are overlapped and flush. Set this 
assembly on top of the front legs with the front ends of 
the arms aligned with the front edges of the legs. Drive 
three countersunk 21⁄2" screws down through each 
arm to attach it to the arm braces and front legs. Then 
secure the arms to the middle back brace by driving a 
couple of #8 x 21⁄2" screws through these joints.

Adding Back and Seat Slats
Set the back slats into place so their bottom ends are 
aligned with the bottom face of the lower back brace, 
and space the slats about 3/8" apart. Attach the back 
slats to the lower and middle back braces with #8 x 
15⁄8" exterior screws. Use three evenly spaced screws 
per joint, countersinking their heads. Once that’s done, 
you can clamp the upper back brace to the back of the 
back slats. Locate it about 31⁄4" down from the tops of 
the slats, and attach the slats to it with #8 x 15⁄8" screws, 
driving three screws per slat into the brace.

All that’s left to wrap up construction on this chair is 
to attach the three seat slats to the back legs with #8 x 
15⁄8" exterior screws. Arrange the slats to allow the front 
seat slat to overhang the front cross brace by about 
1/4". Position the other seat slats so there’s consistent 
space between all three. 

Apply an exterior finish of your choice. When that 
dries, your chair is ready for summer seating!

Clamp the middle back brace to the arms to form a subassembly. Drive countersunk 
screws down through the arms to fasten them to the front legs and arm braces. Once 
those are secured, attach the arms to the middle back brace with more screws. 

Spread the back slats 3/8" apart. Clamp the upper back brace to them, 31⁄4" down 
from their top ends. Secure it with three countersunk 1 5⁄8" exterior screws driven 
through each back slat and into the brace. 

Install the three seat slats on the back legs. Position the front slat so it overhangs 
the front cross brace by about 1/4", and spread the other two slats evenly apart. 
Attach the seat slats to the back legs with 1 5⁄8" screws, using two screws per joint. 
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and other seasonal footwear
e built this pr

cher y plywood — you can harvest the 
majority of the par
sheet, plus some 1/2" and 1/4" plywood 
for the drawer parts. The drawers 

e the latest Blum  soft-closing 
slides. Even the lid offers soft-close 
conveniences, thanks to a new Ailer

e On the 
eb” video for this project shows how 

this unique Ailer
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Preparing the Plywood Panels
Follow the Cutting Diagram on page 41 
to cut a 4x8 sheet of 3/4" plywood into 
slightly oversized panels for the bench 
and drawer cabinet. For the drawer 
cabinet, you’re cutting the back, sides, 
subtop and bottom. For the bench, you 
need the front, back, sides and bottom. 
If you lay out the panels according to 
the diagram, the face grain will align 
around the perimeter of each box.

Now, trim the panels to final width, 
using a sharp blade in your table saw to 
cut the plywood’s face veneer cleanly.

The front, back and side panels of the 
bench will be assembled with 45-degree 
bevels, then later modified with solid 
wood trim strips. Likewise, the drawer 
cabinet’s back panel connects to the side 
panels with the same bevel joints. Tilt 
your saw blade carefully to 45 degrees, 
and trim the appropriate edges or ends 
of the panels. Test your saw setup first 
on scrap material to be sure the bevel 
joints will meet at 90 degrees. These 
bevel cuts should also bring the ends of 
the bench panels to final length. 

Next, mill 3/8"-deep, 3/4"-wide 
dadoes across the inside faces of the 
drawer cabinet panels to fit the sub-
top and bottom panels. Position these 
dadoes 3/8" in from the panel ends. 
Likewise, plow a groove for the bottom 
panel in the bench’s front, back and side 
panels. Locate this groove 3/8" up from 
the bottom edges of the panels.

Apply iron-on veneer edge tape to the 

When trimming the beveled ends or 
edges of the project panels, use a 
clean sharp blade and sneak up on 
the final cuts carefully (inset). Adjust 
the rip fence incrementally, if needed; 
these exacting cuts establish the final 
width or length of the workpieces.

Plow 3/8" x 3/4" grooves along the inside faces of the bench panels to 
accept the bottom. Position these grooves 3/8" up from the bottom edges. 

Apply adhesive-backed veneer edge tape to 
hide the plywood edges, and heat it with an iron 
to bond it to the substrate. Press it down firmly.

File the edges of the tape flush with the panel 
faces. Here, its side teeth cut off the protruding 
veneer, while the bottom teeth smooth the edge.

Trim off the overhanging ends of the tape with a 
sharp knife when the adhesive cools. Score the 
veneer several times, if needed, to cut it cleanly.

The front ends of the cabinet dadoes will be 
concealed behind veneer tape. Be careful when 
filing or trimming the fragile veneer here.

front edges of the drawer cabinet’s side 
panels as well as the top and bottom 
edges of the bench’s front, back and 
side panels. Notice that tape will cover 
the ends of the dadoes on the drawer 
cabinet’s front edges. Carefully trim and 
file away the excess tape as needed. 

Dry assemble the front, back, side 
and bottom panels of the bench to make 
sure the bevel joints close properly. If 
they do, spread glue along the bevels 
and dadoes, and assemble the bench 
with strap clamps. Don’t assemble the 
drawer cabinet at this time.
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fit their gr

fit the drawer slide har

to check their fit; the sides overlap the 

finish-sand the pieces with 150- or 180-

e difficult to install.

e done, flip the 
boxes over and fit a pair of drawer-side 

workpieces to fit the drawer bottoms.
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Drawer Box Side
(Slide Locations)

Drawer Box
Exploded View

MATERIAL LIST
T x W x L 

 1 Front and Back (2) 3/4" x 15" x 23"
 2 Sides (2) 3/4" x 15" x 18"
 3 Bottom (1) 3/4" x 171⁄4" x 221⁄4"
 4 Seat (1) 3/4" x 183⁄4" x 227⁄8"
 5 Corner Trim (1) 3/8" x 3/8" x 60"

Bench Box 

MATERIAL LIST
T x W x L 

 1 Back (1) 3/4" x 27" x 13"
 2 Sides (2) 3/4" x 27" x 18"
 3 Subtop and Bottom (2) 3/4" x 121⁄4" x 171⁄4"
 4 Front Rails (2) 3/4" x 13⁄ 4" x 111⁄2"
 5 Top (1) 3/4" x 183⁄4" x 13"
 6 Corner Trim (1) 3/8" x 3/8" x 108"

Drawer Box 

1

2
2

3

3

4

4

5

6

6

6

1

1

2

2

3

4

5

5

5

1

1

12

2 2

2

3

3/8" 3/4"

2"

10"

213/8"

Bench Box

Front Side

Side Side

Side

Bench Box
Bottom

Back

Back
Drawer
Faces

Drawer Box

16"

3/8" 3/4" Bench Box
Exploded View
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must fit into a 1/4"-dia. hole bor
flat on a bench, and that’s the r

A pair of plastic and metal locking devices fit 

3

3

4

4

7

9



ooves will fit ar

y fit all of the drawer cabinet work

ts a finish-sanding, and assemble the 

trimming and filing it neatly
e at it, finish-sand the “show” sides 

panels can be laid flat. Mark the 

MORE ON THE WEB
www.woodworkersjournal.com

VIDEO
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then easily make final adjustments to it 

flathead scr

clamps, trim them to final size and sand 

cabinet with its back edge flush to the 

should be flush with the outside faces 

ge flat worktop, set the 

ly flush. Drive eight to 10 countersunk 
" flathead wood scr

ments. Their narrow profile allows 



into the seat to fit a hinge cup, similar 

ing, then apply several coats of finish 

the bench, then fine-tune the hinges 

ff Jac



made drawer would fit per

five components: two sides, a 

basic configuration, ther

used for so long. Hide or fish 

also have the added benefit 
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Perfect for SPRING CLEAN-UP!

Go Online or Call for FREE Info Kit!
Includes product specifi cations and factory-direct offers.

888-212-8704TOLL
FREE

*Assembled in the USA using domestic and foreign parts.
SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY
Go online or call for details.

FREE SHIPPING
6 MONTH TRIAL
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Walk-Behind
•  Easy on/off collector bags 

hold up to 8 bushels!

•  Perfect for landscaped 
areas and smaller 
properties.

•  Self-propelled model 
is available. 

SIMPLER
STRONGER
FASTER
DR® KINETIC SPLITTERS

… than any Hydraulic 
Log Splitter!

Split wood indoors!

ELECTRIC 
MODELS 
TOO!

SIMPLER. No hydraulic 
pumps, valves, pistons, 
hoses or fl uids to leak 
or replace—EVER.

STRONGER. Cast iron fl y-wheel and hardened 
steel components show almost no wear after 
splitting hundreds of cords.

FASTER. The world’s fastest splitters. Split any-
thing a hydraulic splitter will—but in one-sixth 
the time!

Tow-Behind
•  Rated #1 in Vacuum 

Power

•  Huge Capacity!

•  Stores Flat in Minutes

•   Easy, one-handed 
dumping!

World’s Most Powerful 
Leaf Vacuum!

 This CD includes every 
single project, trick, 

technique and fi nishing 
article that ever appeared
in Today’s Woodworker 
magazine — the predecessor 
to Woodworker’s Journal.

The Today’s Woodworker 
Complete Collection
features over 200 project 
plans with complete step-
by-step directions, elevation 
drawings and photos.

 WOODWORKER
®

 T H E  C O M P L E T E  C O L L E C T I O N

 TODAY’S

 ALL 57
ISSUES ON

ONE CD!

The Leigh Through 
Dovetail Jig is easy to 
use, affordable, and 
provides great joint 
fit. Two router bits are 
all you need to make 
many sizes of beautiful 
through dovetails 
right out of the box.

See video at 
leightools.com/td330 leightools.com

Through 
Dovetail Jig
by Leigh
Model TD330

Classic Dovetails Made Easy

Scan QR code

See Video

NEW!
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of being easier for novices to 
make than hand-cut dove-
tails. Drawer-lock joints can 
be made with one router bit. 
Box joints or rabbet-and-dado 
joints are also relatively easy 
to mill on either a table saw 
or router table.

Bottom Panel Options
If you have ever looked at 
the solid wood bottom of an 
antique drawer, you will like-
ly notice that the grain runs 
side to side in the drawer. 
The panel fits in a groove and 
slides into place beneath the 
drawer back. This way, the 
bottom can swell and shrink 
under the drawer back freely. 
Like frame-and-panel doors, 
this was an elegant solution 
for the materials at hand.

Now drawer bottoms are 
most often made of plywood 
or other sheetstock that do 
not expand and contract. 
Dimensional stability allows 
the panel to be captured 
inside the drawer box frame 
and work just fine.

Solutions for Sliding
Drawers are mostly installed 
on several styles of metal 
drawer slides these days. 
Slides are durable, adjustable 
and often provide full access 
to the drawer’s interior. But 
drawers have also been 
sliding in and out of their 
openings on waxed wooden 
ways for centuries and are 
still going strong.

BU I LDER  BAS ICS  CONT INUED

• Router- or hand-cut dovetail construction
• Drawer face often applied over

drawer front
• Wood front, back, sides
• Captured plywood bottom panel

Dovetail 

• Saw- or router-cut construction
• Drawer face often applied over

drawer front
• Wood front, back, sides
• Captured plywood bottom panel
• Typically installed with drawer slides

Box Joint

• Saw- or router-cut construction
• Applied drawer face
• Wood front, back, sides
• Captured plywood bottom panel
• Typically installed with drawer slides

Rabbet-and-Dado 
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Woodworker’s
Journal presents
Accurate
Router Joinery

In this DVD-ROM, you’ll 
learn to put the full precision 
and power of the router 
to work for you. Learn to 
cut the major joints that 
hold furniture and cabinets 
together, including dadoes, 
sliding dovetails, loose 
tenons, half-blind dovetails, 
rabbets and cope-and-stick 
joints. The easy-to-read 
articles are accompanied by 
helpful videos that guide you 
firsthand through the steps to 
a picture-perfect result.

 CALL 800-610-0883 
(mention code WJ2024)
or order online:
woodworkersjournal.com/wj2024

Item #58224 ............... $9.99

 ORDER YOURS
TODAY!
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and a flat bed under

have to be satisfied with just a few common 

with machines: accurately thick, flat and uniform 
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pivoting the jointer table and flipping a chip 

finished sur

er will quickly produce a flurry of chips and dust. 
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e expensive floor-stand

e for a floor-standing 

my floor-standing 

thing I can fit into 

tasks just fine.  

unbolting, flipping them around and reinstalling them on the index pins. er cuts — a big advantage on figured or interlocked wood grain.

, floor
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Using a Planer
Thickness planers are simple 
machines to operate effec-
tively, but there are a few 
step-by-steps to follow:

Step 1: Join one face flat 
and smooth. Remember, 
a planer can only make one 
board face parallel to the 
other; if the reference face is 
cupped, bowed or twisted, a 
planer will duplicate the de-
fect on the second face. The 
only exception to this fact is 
if the workpiece is so thick 
that it can resist the down-

area; keep in mind that 
distortion might make the 
center of the board thicker 
than its edges. The board’s 
maximum thickness, minus 
1/16", is a good place to 
start the planing process, so 
set your planer’s cutterhead 
height to that measurement. 

Step 3: Carry out the first 
planing pass. With the 
joined face against the planer 
bed, feed the board into the 
planer on the infeed side. Al-
ways position yourself beside 
the workpiece and never be-

TOOL  TUTOR IAL  CONT INUED

Stationary styles: While the beds 
on benchtop planers are always 
fixed and their motor/cutterhead 
carriage moves to set planing 
height, that isn’t always the case 
with floor-standing machines. 
For instance, the bed/tables of 
the 20" JWP-208HH JET planer 
(at left) raise and lower, but its 
cutterhead on top is fixed. Con-
versely, the bed/tables of JET’s 
JWP-15BHH 15" planer (at right) 
are fixed, and its cutterhead 
assembly moves instead. 

PLANING BY THE NUMBERS: First, flatten 
and smooth one board face at the jointer 
to serve as a reference face. This face 
will be against the planer’s bed/tables. 

Second, measure the board’s ends and edges to find 
its maximum thickness. That distance, minus 1/16" for 
the first planer pass, is a good “ballpark” for setting 
the planer’s initial cutterhead height.

Third, feed the board into the planer on its infeed 
side, standing beside the wood. Repeat as needed 
to smooth the second face. Then make more passes, 
alternating board faces to balance the stock removal.

ward force of the planer’s 
feed rollers without deflect-
ing — we’re talking plank-
like thickness here. Regard-
less, head to the jointer first 
to create a flat reference face. 
Or flatten the reference face 
with hand planes or by using 
a router and a slab surfacing 
jig setup instead.

Step 2: Determine the 
workpiece’s maximum 
thickness. Grab a tape, rule 
or calipers and measure the 
ends and edges of the board 
to determine its thickest 

To watch a video of tips for 

preventing planer snipe, 

visit woodworkersjournal.com and 

click on “More on the Web” under 

the Magazine tab.

MORE ON THE WEB
www.woodworkersjournal.com

VIDEO

1 2 3



your fingers ar

let your fingers get pinched 

stead of one piece at a time. Only the first 

was flat to begin with, this 

Step 5: Plane to final 

by flipping the workpiece 

leading end of the first piece 
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Rockler Precision Miter Gauge
TOOL  PREV I EW

By WJ Staff

I f setting your saw’s 
standard miter gauge to 
a specific angle amounts 

to a guessing game at best, 
Rockler’s new Precision Mi-
ter Gauge can improve your 
accuracy without breaking 
the bank. Available at Rock-
ler stores and rockler.com 
starting in April, this miter 
gauge has features found on 
more expensive aftermarket 

miter gauges, plus a unique 
way to store it off the saw.

Its aluminum head is  
outfitted with an easy-to-read 
scale displaying single- 
degree increments. Eleven 
precision-machined detents 
set the head to 15°, 22.5°, 
30°, 45° and 60° in both 
directions as well as 0°. 
These detents are easy to 
lock into place, thanks to a 
low-profile knob that retracts 
a spring-loaded stop.

An adjustable, clear hair-
line indicator makes it easy 
to set the gauge accurately to 
other non-detent angles, too. 
Those settings can be locked 
in place by tightening its 45⁄8"-
tall handle.

This miter gauge is 
equipped with an 18" steel 
miter bar that fits into stan-
dard 3/8"-deep, 3/4"-wide mi-

ter slots. A removable washer 
affixed to the front bottom 
face of the bar prevents the 
gauge from tipping off the 
saw table when starting cuts 
on wide material. Four nylon 
set screws, embedded in the 
edge of the bar, enable you to 
adjust it to your saw’s miter 
slots for a snug fit to elimi-
nate side-to-side play that can 
affect accuracy.

Rockler includes a pair 
of round knobs and 1"-long 
T-bolts that fit into larger
holes in the head, so you can
make T-slot style auxiliary
fences from scrap material
and mount them to the gauge
without tools. Or simply
drive a pair of conventional
panhead or washerhead
screws through smaller holes
in the head to attach scrap
fences that way instead.

A pair of smaller holes in the miter gauge’s head enable scrap fences to 
be attached to it with screws to improve overall workpiece support.

Improve your table saw or 
band saw’s miter-cutting 
accuracy affordably.



Simplified Storage 
$49.99) to fit this gauge (see 

sacrificial fence.

to be installed on the gauge. Aside from their supportive benefits, these the round, low-profile knob and pulling it back releases the blue stop for 
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finish. Like me, it was super 

pended in the finish — pr

figur
film coat. So, obser
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I came to see the benefit of 

eas of exposed highly figur

The honey maple finish of this lovely little table was dated and bland. But stripping the commercial finish down to raw wood and applying stain and 
clear coat was a lot of work, and there was no reason to think the figure of the wood was attractive. Painting became a logical option.

While the finish of the small table had gone out of style, the “bones” of the 

. It was a perfect item to simply refinish.

cure. One coat was sufficient here, but two coats is common. An accent of 

MORE ON THE WEB
www.woodworkersjournal.com

VIDEO
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WHAT ’ S  IN  S TORE

Contact Information
Leigh Industries 

800-663-8932

Milwaukee Tool 
800-729-3878

PaintLine 
510-477-9100

Rockler  
800-279-4441

Wood-Mizer 
800-553-0182 lumber. It replaces 

the company’s 
entry-level LT10 
sawmill, providing a 
larger cut capaci-
ty, more engine/
motor options and 
upgraded features. 
Powered by either a 
9.5 or 14hp gas en-
gine or a 7hp electric motor, 
the mill will saw logs up to 
26" in diameter into 22"-wide 
boards or slabs. Its low-pro-
file, twin rail 149"-long bed 
with quick-adjust log clamps 
and side supports makes logs 
easier to load. Optional 60" 
bed extensions are available 
to handle longer logs. Other 

features include 
a quick saw head 
up/down hand 
crank and a simple 
push feed system 
for advancing the 
blade through 
each cut. The 
rigid LX frame saw 
head tower holds 
the control panel, 
engine and sawmill 
head. Made in the 
USA, the LX55 
Portable Sawmill 
has a starting price 
of $4,495. 

For videos demonstrating 

featured tools, please visit 

woodworkersjournal.com and click 

on “More on the Web” under the 

Magazine tab.

MORE ON THE WEB
www.woodworkersjournal.com

VIDEO

Budget Buys for Glue Storage, Dovetailing 

The TD330 Through Dovetail 
Jig ($109) from Leigh Indus-
tries is a low-cost option for 
routing dovetails in boards 
up to 127⁄8" wide and 13/16" 
thick. Its tough, 30 percent 
glass-filled nylon template 
provides straight fingers 
on one edge for routing the 
tails side of a joint with an 8° 
dovetail bit; angled fingers 
along the other edge create 
the pins with a 1/2"-diameter 
straight bit. Both router bits 
are included. The template 
mounts to a user-made beam 
of MDF or other scrap to pro-
vide a backup and clamping 
surface for workpieces being 
routed. Two green adjustable 
side stops register the pin 
and tailboards. The TD330, 
which can be used either 
with a handheld router or on 
a router table, also incor-
porates Leigh’s cam-style 
e10 elliptical guide bushing 

Rockler Silicone Glue Keeper

When you need 
to dispense a 
moderate quan-
tity of glue and 
apply it in dabs, 
the Silicone Glue 
Keeper from Rock-
ler (item 52296; 
$9.99) provides handy 
short-term storage. The soft 
container holds about 2 oz., 
and its polished rim forms a 
positive seal when closed to 
keep the remaining glue in-
side from drying out. The lid 
when inverted can be fitted 
over the edge of the base in a 
half-open position. It also has 
pairs of curved notches that 
cradle brushes during use 
to help prevent drips. The 
container’s slightly tapered 
and rounded interior pools 
the glue and makes it easier 
to peel out when dry.

Wood-Mizer’s robust LX55 
Portable Sawmill is designed 
to help entry-level sawyers 

and woodworkers turn 
logs into 

usable Wood-Mizer LX55  
Portable Sawmill
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ger and battery) generates 
the power of a 15-amp corded 
12" miter saw while being 15 
percent lighter. Its brushless 
motor delivers up to 330 
cuts per charge in 31⁄4" base 
molding when powered by 
an M18™ REDLITHIUM™ 
HD12.0 Battery. When set to 
90° or tilted up to a 45°bevel 
angle, the 50.8-lb. saw will 

crosscut up to 
2" x 14" lumber. 
It will miter-cut 
4"-thick, 8"-wide 
material when 
swiveled to 45°. 
The saw offers 
48°of bevel tilt ei-
ther left or right, 
and its mitering 
capacity is 50° left 
or 60° right. The 
tool also features 
a Shadow Cut 
Line Indicator 

for improved accuracy: an 
LED directs light onto both 
sides of the blade, casting a 
crisp shadow the width of the 
blade kerf that is also easy to 
view in sunlight. Equipped 
with Bluetooth® ONE-KEY™ 
technology, the saw can be 
tracked, managed and se-
cured with a free phone app.

that mounts to your 
router base to help 
dial in a precise joint 
fit. A pin wrench and 
attachment screws 
are also included. 

The powder-coated steel 
framework of the PaintLine 
ProDryingRack TT enables 
you to store up to 20 cabinet 
doors while their finish is 
drying. Each shelf area 
measures 141⁄2" x 151⁄2" and 
will hold up to 25 lbs. Shelves 
are spaced 3" apart, and the 
overall height of the unit 
is 35". The rack assembles 

with four wingnuts or folds 
flat when not in use. The 
ProDryingRack TT (Rockler 
item 69478) sells for $145.

Milwaukee reports that its 
M18 FUEL™ 12" Dual Bevel 
Sliding Compound Miter Saw 
(model 2739-21HD; $699 
bare or $849 kitted with char-

Rockler’s Dust 
Right® Dust Hose 
Cord Clips remedy 
the problem of 
power tool cords 
tangling with at-
tached shop vacuum or dust 
extractor hoses during use. 
These 11⁄2"-, 21⁄4"- or 21⁄2"-di-
ameter polymer helpers clip 
snugly onto your dust hose 
and feature a channel that 
holds power cords up to 3/8" 
in diameter neatly in line with 
the hose. This prevents tan-
gling, twisting or tripping on 
the power cord. An internal 
rib helps keep the clips from 
shifting. Three-packs of Dust 
Right Dust Hose Cord Clips 
sell for $7.99 (item 55678) or 
$9.99 (item 51774 or 50715), 
depending on the clip size.

Leigh TD330 Through 
Dovetail Jig

PaintLine  
ProDryingRack TT

Milwaukee M18 FUEL  
12" Dual Bevel Sliding 
Compound Miter Saw

Rockler Dust Right  
Dust Hose Cord Clips
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every finishing task, this 
one begins with sanding, 
but only to about 150-grit. 
You can set those finer grits 
aside for your clear finishes 
and drying oils. While you 
are sanding, it’s a good idea 
to “break” the sharp edges 
of your wood pieces. Paint 
adheres better to slightly 
rounded profiles than sharp 
edges and corners. 

Next, fill any nail holes, 
cracks or defects in the 
wood. Allow the wood 
filler to dry and then sand it 
smooth. If the filler shrinks, 
apply more and sand it until 
it feels level and smooth. 
(Fingers sometimes “see” 
better than our eyes do when 
assessing surface quality.)

Applying the Paint
Now you’re ready to apply 
the first coat, and primer is 
the order of the day. People 
sometimes skip the primer 
step, but paint will adhere 

S I X  S IMPLE  F IN I SHES  #2
Painting Wooden Projects
By WJ Staff

Painting is a great way 
to protect wood and 
add color to a project. 

Although many woodwork-
ers find painting wood to 
be objectionable, there are 
times when it makes perfect 
sense. Some woods like yel-
low poplar are not attractive 
to look at with a clear finish 
but paint exceptionally well. 
Combining a painted surface 
within a project that has a 
clear finish can look great, 
too. Paint also is an excellent 
choice for outdoor projects, 
because it stands up well 
to the punishing effects of 
Mother Nature.

Paint is easy to apply 
successfully if you follow a 
few simple steps. Like nearly 

better and last longer when 
applied over a primer coat 
that seals the raw wood. 

When the primer dries, 
sand it lightly, especially if 
you have noticeable brush 
lines. In that case, sand them 
smooth and apply a second 
coat of slightly thinned prim-
er, if needed. 

Some latex paints are now 
being formulated as “one 
step” solutions with primer 
and paint combined. We’ve 
used them for both interior 
and exterior projects, and 
they seem to hold up well. 
But if you go this route, try it 
on samples first.

Like other finishes, paints 
have variations that should 
be considered, based on 
the project. Flat sheen mars 
easily and is harder to clean. 
Enamel or oil-based paint, as 
well as latex in satin or gloss 
sheens, are more durable 
and easier to wipe clean. 

Durable and attractive, paint can be a sensible wood 
finish. A few simple steps will deliver quality results. 

For a video demonstrating 

the technique of painting 

raw wood, please go to  

rockler.com/finishing.

MORE ON THE WEB
www.woodworkersjournal.com

VIDEO

Paint ing Raw Wood
Step-by-step instructions:

1. Sand the project up through 150-grit. It is a

good idea to sand pieces that will be hard to

reach before assembly.

2. Fill nail holes, cracks or defects to hide the

blemishes. Sand the filler smooth when it 

cures. Add more and re-sand, if needed.

3. Brush on a coat of a primer appropriate to the

type of paint you are using. For example, latex

primer is the correct base coat for latex paint. 

Lightly sand the primer coat to smooth it.

4. Brush or spray on the first coat and allow it

to dry thoroughly. Keep in mind that a quality

painted finish may require multiple coats and 

even a light sanding in between.

5. Optional: After the final coat, colored wax ap-

plied here and there can accentuate the finish.

Paint is an exceptionally good choice as an outdoor finish. It protects 
wood extremely well, adds color and can be touched up or repainted.
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A $249 VALUE

*Overarm Dust Collection requires a Dust Collection Blade Guard (TSG-DC), which is included with the 3.0HP Professional Cabinet Saw but 
must be purchased for the 1.75HP model. **Not compatible with the In-Line Router Table

sawstop.com/upgrade

a FREE Overarm 
Dust Collection*

a FREE Integrated 
Mobile Base**

-OR-

Buy a new 3.0 HP or 1.75 HP Professional Cabinet Saw 
between March 1 and April 30, 2020, and we’ll offer you:

ON ANY NEW PROFESSIONAL CABINET SAW
Overarm Dust 

Collection

Integrated 
Mobile Base


